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f.  ^attjs  At  f e))j$tev : 

Mabtkb  or  Amn,  ColomUa  Collaft,  City  of  N*ir  York,  1879. 
Rota  Hill,  in  thc  Towamtp  or  Rsd  Hook,  kbak  Titoli  P.  O.,  Decnsaa  Co.,  N.  Y. 

IH  Jamtarff^  1873. 

Juiwi  Advoc&tb,  with  tb*  ruik  Majok,  1845. 
CoLoscL  N.  Y.  S.  I.,  18M;  nulgDwl  for  '*Meriianomt  Gomdmet,"  IBM. 

Bki<i*DiRB-<>cxnA.L  for ' Vniwitanf  Am'ef ,"  [flnt  «ppoiBtm«nt— Id  X.  Y.  State—to  that  rank, 

hitherto  eleettTe.]  1851,  H.  F.  S.  X.  Y. 

AMUT&!rr-GBMCB«L.  S.  lY.  Y.,  1855. 

BacrBT  Majob-Osnbkal.  S.  N.  Y.,  for  "Mtritmout  5en>»cct," 

[ilrit  and  only  general  olAow  reoeiTiag  toen  an  hcmor  (the  highest)  fW>ni  S.  N.  Y.,  and  the  only 

oOcer  thiu  brvTetted  (Maior-Goaeral)  in  the  United  States.] 

by  '*Sp*eial  Act,*'  or  "C^nemnvnt  iUmltaionj  Nttt  York  Stmtt  Ltgutatun,  April,  18M. 

LAWS  OF  SKW  YORK,  Vol.  9.— 89lh  SeMloa,  198S,  Page  «149. 
fyoneuntut    R^mdutimk    ronuitima  (A«   Gmttmor  to  eamfw  moon    Brigaditr-Qtntral   «/.    WATTS 

DS  PUYSTER  \€U  /VyiterJ  bU  ItmH  n»k  eT  ^tt^  [0«a«ra/]  i»  tk*  N«iUmal  Guard 

nf  N»m  Ynrk. 
Rbmoltbd,  (If  the  Senate  con«nr,)  Thai,  It  beliw  a  fratrtui  duty  to  aeknowledfe  in  a  raltable 
manner  the  eervtoe*  of  a  dUtlngohhed  eltlien  of  thia  State,  rendifred  to  the  National  Onard  and 
to  the  United  States  prior  to  and  darinr  the  Rebellion,  theOoremnr  be  and  he  it  hereby  anthorlKed 
and  requested  to  confer  upon  Brigadler-Oenaral  J.  WATT.S  OR  PUYSTRR  [de  PeytlarJ  the 
hrviti  raaJr  of  X^or-G«Heral  In  th«  Netlonal  Guard  of  New  York,  for  meritorious  serrieee,  which 
mark  of  honor  shall  be  staled  In  the  Contmission  conferred. 

Stats  or  Nbw  York,  i»  Antmhlf,  April  9th,  I8M. 
The  foregoing  resolntion  was  doly  passed.  Bf  ordtr  of  tk«  AntmMf, 

J.  B.  CuwuukHf  Clerk. 

StTATB  or  Nbw  York,  i«  amatt,  April  90th,  1868. 
The  foregoing  Resolntion  was  dnly  passed.  Bf  ordtr  of  lie  SnaU, 

Ja«.  Tbrwillmbb,  Clerk. 
•  So  in  original.  j^,^^^,,,,^,^^,,,^ 

MILITARY  AOISNT,  S.  N.  Y.,  (in  Earope,)  1851-'53. 

HojiosAxr  Mbmbbr  of  the  Military  Ordbr  of  the  Lor  al  Lboiow  of  the  United  States. 

FiK«T  Honorary  Mbubbr  Third  (Army  of  the  Potomac)  Corps  Union. 

Mbmbbr— 10th  June,  1879,  Dirbctob— of  the  OBTrraBcao  BATTLariBLD  Mcmori  al  Associ  atiok  . 

MEMBER  of  the  Nbthcrlardisr  LrraRARY  AsaociATion 

IMaattehappij  dw  NtdtrlmntMu  iMttrtund*] 

at  Leyden.  Holland. 

RECIPIENT,  1858,  of  Tkrw  SUetr  MtdaU  from  H,  R.  M.  OacAR,  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway, 

Ac,  for  a  Milltarv  Blc        •       --  -  _.:...• 

of  a(?aM  Jr«' 

"Eflbrte ^ , .     _ 

and  St^;gestlons  for  a  Paid  Virw  Department,  with 
Steam  Fire  Enginee,  Ac,  Ac. ; 
ot  a  OM  Sftdal,  in  1859,  fkom  the  Firld  awd  STArr  OrriCBRS  pf  his  Command,  9th 
Brig.,  3d  Div.,  N.  Y.S.Troope, "  In  Testimony  of  their  Esteem  and  Appreciation  of 
•^EffbrU  towards  the  EstoblUhment  of  an  Efflcient  Militia,  Ac;  in  1870,  of 
a  Magnifioent  Badqb,  Mkdal  and  Clahp,  voted  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Third  Corps  (Army  of  the  Potomac) 
Union,  held  at  Boston,  Mess.,  Thursday, 
5th  May,  1810,  when 
**A  JUmptutioH  was  adopted  to  present  a  Gold  Mrdal  of  the  Talne  of  $500  to  Gen.  J.  Vftm  db 
Pbv«tbr,  of  New  York,  as  a  testimonial  of  the  appreciation  by  the  Corps  of  his  ttninttU 
aertiett  In  placing  upon  record  the  true  history  of  its  achievements,  aua  In  defending  Its 
commanders  and  their  men  from  written  abuse  and  misrepresentation  :" — 
and  of  sereral  other  Badges,  Medals,  otc,  for  services  in  connection  with  the  military  service 

of  the  State  of  New  York. 

HONORARY  MEMBER  of  the  Nbw  JaRaBY  and  of  the  MiMRReoTA  Hivtorical  Socibtibb, 

and  of  the  PHRBNOKoamAir  Socibty  of  Pbnrsylvamia  Collbob,  GtUfAurg; 

of  the  PHiLOMoruiAN  Socibty,  Mtadonarjf  fnttihtU,  Ss/ia'e  Grove, 

and  of  tl|e  El-tbrpsan  Socibty,  MuUttAtrg  CotUgt,  Alltntomm,  Aniwy/eaM«,  and  of  the 

Gabmam  Litbrary  Socibty,  and  of  the  PniLOLOoiAR  Socibty  otjfrtraaka  Colltgt,  Iftbratim  CUf. 

HONORARY  MEMBER  of  the  N.  Y.  Burks  Club. 
[Bums  was  a  member  of  the  DumfrU*  Voluntwrt,  of  which  Col.  Arbnt  SctiurLBR  db  Pbybtbr, 
8th,  or  King's  Foot,  B.  A.,  was  Colonel,  to  whom  the  "  National  Bard  of  Scotland  "  addressed, 
jnst  before  his  death,  In  1796,  his  '<  POEM  ON  LIFE."] 

and  Lira  Mbmbbr  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Socibty  of  Nbw  York, 

(of  which  city  Jobannrb  db  Pbybtbr,  firtt  e/  tkt  nam*  in  tka  A'ew  World,  was  Sek^pen..  1655, 

Aldtrmani  1666,  BurnommtUr,  1673,  Jkpmtp  Xafor^  1677.    Haforaltf  t^ftrtd  trnd  rt/iutd.) 

MEMBER 

of  the  Nbw  York,  of  the  Rhodb   Iblamd  (Newport)  and  of  the  PBwmYLVARiA  Hibtorical 

Socibttbb,  and  of  the  Military  AaaociATioir  or  thb  Statb  or  Nbw  York. 

UFE  MEMBER 

of  the  Hibtorical  Socibty  or  Micbiqar, 

and  of  the  NcmiutATic  axd  ARcnjBOLooicAL  Socibty  or  Nbw  York. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBER 

of  the  Statb  Hibtorical  Socibtibb  of  Maimb,  of  Vbrhobt,  of  Rhodb  Iblawd.  (Providence,) 

of  CoNNBcncvT  and  of  Wibcobbim  ;  of  the  Lono  Islard  and  of  the  Bcppalo 

Hibtorical  SociRTiBa :  of  the  Nbw  Emoland  HieroRio-GBMBALooicAL 

Socibty  ;  of  the  Qvbbbc  Litbrary  ard  Hibtorical  Sociimr ; 

of  the  NoMiBMATic  AMD  Antx^varian  Bocibtv 

of  Philadblphia,  (Pennsylvania,) 

etc.,  etc,  etc. 


if  Tkrtt  Si/eer  ModaU  from  H.  R.  M.  OacAR.  King  of  Sweden  and  Non 
irv  Biography  of  Lbonard  ToRSTRNMOBr,  Field  Marshal.  Generalissimo ; 
Mtdal.  In  1859,  trmsx  WAnniMOTOW  Hurt,  Governor  S.  N.  Y.,  for 
MTte  to  Im|»ove  the  Military  System  of  New  York,"  Ac,  Ac, 


PERSONAL 


AND 


MILITARY  HISTORY 


OF 


PHILIP   KEAENY, 


MAJOR-GENERAL  UNITED  STATES  VOLUNTEERS. 


**  Duke  et  decorum  est  pro  pcUrid  mari.*^ 

KKARNT  BADQB  MOTTO. 

"  The  Braybst  Man  I  ever  knew  and  the  most  Perfect  Soldier." 

LnBCTKKANT-eSNlllAL  WINFIBLD  SOOTT. 

"EiM  Mann  toll  stiller  Gr5sbe." 

Schmalx'p  Denkwflrdigkelten  den  Grafen  WUhelmt 
xn  Scbauinbui)r-Llppe. 
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ELIZABETH,  N.  J. : 

PAI^MER    &    CO. 

NEW   YORK: 
JAMES  MILLER,  647  BROADWAY. 

1870. 


I^bl 
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Entered,  according  to  act  of  CongresB,  in  the  year  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and 

eizty-nine,  by 

RICE    &    aAQE, 

In  the  Clerk^B  office  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern 

District  of  New  Tork. 


•  •••         «-,•  •  •  ^r  •  • 


TO  TEE 

TOLUNTEBR  ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AS 
IKDIYIDUALS  ^KD  AS  A  WHOLI, 
THE   NOBLEST   EXAMPLE 

or 

PATRIOTISM 

PRESENTED   IN  ANCIENT   OR  MODERN  HTSTORT, 

WHOSE   MORAL   OOURAOB  AND   INTELLIGENT   DISOIPLTNI, 

WHOSE  DEVOTION,    PATIENCE    AND    PERSEVERANCE 

0ONQX7ERED   AND   CRUSHED   THE  GREATEST   REBELLION 

EVER   RECORDED   IN   HISTORY, 

OR    EVER   UNDERTAKEN 

AGAINST  THE 

RIGHTS    OF   A    PEOPLE  AND   BUMANITT; 

TO 

0X7R  YOLUNTEER  SOLDIERS  AND  SOLDI ER-OITTZENS, 

WHO   OVERCAME,   NOT  ONLT 

THE   ENEMT   IN  ARMS   IN   THE   FIELD, 

BUT 
.TOES  AS  DANGEROUS.   BECAUSE  INSIDIOUS  AT  HOME. 
THIS   BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH    OF    A 

VOLUNTEER  GENERAL, 

A 

GLORIOUS  TYPE  OP  THE  AMERICAN  SOLDIER, 

IS  DEDICATED 

WITH  THE 

RESPECT,    ADMIRATION    AND  'GRATITUDE 

DUE 

FOR  mS  OOUNTBT  SATED  AND  ITS  CONSTITUTION  PRE8BRVZD| 

BT  THE 

AUTHOR. 


224120 


TlVOLI,  DuCHBSfl  COUWTY,  N.  Y., 

9th  March,  1873. 

The  author,  in  continaing  to  dietrlbnte  among  friends,  the  few  copies  of  this  Biography 
which  fell  to  his  share  as  the  sole  reward  of  his  labors  and  expenditure,  desires  to  inform  his 
readers  that  no  literary  task  was  ever  performed  under  more  aggravating  circumstances,  over 
which  the  concession  of  the  copyright  deprived  the  author  (it  would  appear)  of  every  control. 
Not  to  enumerate  the  obstacles,  or  enter  into  the  unplca^iant  details,  it  is  snfiicient  to  state 
that  no  stipulation  was  adhered  to  by  the  parties  with  whom  he  made  the  agreement,  and  the 
book  was  only  completed  in  order  that  the  views  of  no  other  individual  might  mar  the  author^s 
comprehension  of  the  character  of  the  hero  of  whom  he  undertook  to  present  a  tnie  picture 
to  his  countrymen.  Very  many  of  the  pages  were  stereotyped  (as  was  admitted  by  the  pub- 
lishers) without  attention  to  the  corrections  in  the  proofs.  The  author's  secretary  heard  this 
admitted.  What  is  more,  the  note  at  the  foot  of  page  484  was  substituted  by  the  publishers 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  author,  who  was  astonished  on  finding  it  presented  as  his  own. 
The  first  Intimation  that  he  had  of  the  unauthorized  publication  of  the  note  as  it  stands,  was 
reading  this  note  in  the  copies  furnished  to  subscribers.  The  original  note  is  hereto  subjoined, 
that  friends  may  be  enabled  to  draw  their  'own  conclusions  from  this  act  of  bad  faith,  and 
therefrom  learn  to  appreciate  the  justice  he  experienced  from  those  for  whose  profit  he  ex- 
pended health,  means  and  time  or  labor.  As  he  received  no  remuneration  for  either,  he  could 
scarcely  have  conceived  that  the  publishers  would  have  dared  to  obliterate  his  explanations, 
and  insert  instead  a  mosaic,  which,  while  it  embodies  a  portion  of  his  language,  is  made  up  in 
the  whole  of  their  own  assertions,  of  whose  eflfect  he  neVer  dreamed  until  the  book  was 
already  In  the  hands  of  subscribers,  and  which  he  would  never  (If  consulted)  have  permitted  to 
appear  as  his  own. 

ORroTNAL  Note.—"  Reader,  pardon  any  repetitions,  if  you  discover  them  in  this  chapter,  or 
In  the  book.  If  it  seems  fragmentary,  'a  thing  of  shreds  and  patches,'  even  if  the  material 
is  rich  and  beautiful,  it  is  no  wonder  that  it  is  so.  since  this  work  has  been  published  in  frag- 
ments, with  intervals  of  many  months  between  them.  Indeed,  the  writer  never  felt  sure  when 
furnishing  a  chapter,  that  the  succeeding  one  would  ever  be  called  for,  or  even  that  the  one 
handed  over  would  ever  be  set  up  in  type.  The  text  was  written,  with  the  exception  of  Chap- 
ters XXVI  and  XXVII,  in  the  summer  of  1868.  and  one  half  the  whole  wa«  in  type  by  October, 
the  greater  part  stereotjrped.  Had  there  been  any  assurance  of  Its  being  printed,  the  work 
would  have  been  re-written,  and  have  assumed  an  entirely  different  form  or  expression.  Still, 
as  it  is,  receive  it  as  a  memento  of  almost  fraternal  regard,  and  respect  it  (as  sot  up  and 
allowed  to  go  forth)  as  a  rough  but  honest  monument  of  the  worth,  patriotism  and  ability  of 
a  relation  deeply  regretted,  who  was  as  a  father  to  the  writer's  son,  serving  at  one  time  with 
him  in  the  field." 

Thus  far  the  original  note  inserted  in  the  copies  hitherto  distributed  by  the  author.  More 
recent  developements  require  still  further  explanations. 

Long  after  this  ''Personal  and  Military  History  of  Major-General  Philip  Kearny,  Major- 
Qeneral  U.  S.  Volunteers"  was  In  Its  subscribers'  hands,  the  account  of  his  services  in  Africa, 
privately  printed,  which  had  hitherto  eluded  diligent  search  (as  indicated  on  page  vi  of  the 
Preface)  was  sent  to  him  anonymously  by  a  lady,  supposed  to  be  a  common  cousin.  It  is  said 
that  the  numerous  copies  of  this  valuable  little  pamphlet  which  deserves  a  place  in  every 
military  library,  were  so  misappropriated  as  to  be  used  as  equivalent  to  packing  paper.  This 
pamphlet  of  41  pages  is  entitled  ''  Ser\ice  with  the  French  Troops  in  Africa  by  an  Officer  in 
the  U.  S.  Army,  T^ew  York,  1844 ;"  nothing  further :  no  allusion  to  publisher  or  place  of 
publication. 

The  discovery  or  recovery  of  this  remarkable  little  work  would  necessitate  in  a  new  edition 

a  remodelling  of  Chapter  VI  and  the  substitution  of  Kearny's  own  narrative  for  Chapters  VII 

and  VIII.      Kearny  took  the  field  in  Africa  on  Monday  Ist  of  June,  1840,  having  been 

attached,  on  the  previous  day,  to  the  first  ChasMurB  (TA/rigue  under  Colonel  Le  Pays  de 

Bourjolll.    Kearny's  highly  interesting  account  in  a  regularly  new  edition,  will  be  substituted 

for  the  86  pages  between  pages  74  and  111  in  the  original  edition.    It  would  be  impossible  to 

improve  upon  his  language,  or  to  t<Al  in  a  more  soldierly  manner  the  story  of  the  service  of 

the  greatest  soldier  who  ever  illustrated  American  courage  and  conduct  on  the  field  of  the  old 

world  and  under  a  foreign  flag. 

J.  WATTS  DE  PEYSTER, 

Brigadier-General  for  ''important  service,"  M.  F.  S.  N.  Y.,  1851. 

Brevet  Major-Gcneral  for  "meritorious  services"  S.  N.  Y.,  1866. 

First  Honorarv  Member  Third  Army  (Army  of  the  Potomac) 
Corps  Union,  1871. 
TivoLi,  9th  March,  1872. 
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Over  the  Moneala  to  Medeab  and  HUianah— The  AlHcan  Battle  above  the 
Clonds ;  Campaign  of  1889,  and  Campaign  t>f  18M;  X^lautenant  Psilip 
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"That  elagsnt  force  In  history,  which  characterised  TAoava  and  Plutabob,  ioesu  to 
ha^e  disappeared  in  our  time ;  certainly  in  biographlea.  •  •  •  When  I  com- 
pare the  present  Sketch  with  the  Ideal  which  I  had  conceived,  it  Is  with  actual  timidity 
that  I  yentnre  to  pnbUsh  it  A  perfect  biognqihy  I  cannot  indeed  prepare,  since  the 
Connt  (SoBAXTHBUBeKLippE)  carefnlly  kept  secret  the  majority  of  his  greatest  deeds. 
^  *  *  It  was  my  simple  intehtlon  to  portray  even  his  character  as  a  commander 
and  a  mler  (organiser)  from  the  stand-point  of  his  magnanimity,  and  establish  every  trait 
of  this  picture  with  anecdotes.  Yet  even  such  a  sketch,  at  least  with  my  powers,  can  be 
nothing  more  then  a  fragment.  Perhaps  I  may  claim  that  no  one  at  a  preyioos  time 
could  have  produced  comparatively  as  complete  a  history  of  the  Count* s  career  as  this 
one.  Lest  any  one  should  find  fault,  or  occasion  for  it  should  appear,  I  did  not  embody 
much  information  which  I  actually  possessed.  I  do  not  urge  this  as  a  satisfactory  ex- 
cuse for  the  faults  of  my  work,  but  simply  as  a  reason  why  they  merit  pardon,  and  os 
that  aooonnt  I  pray  the  indulgence  of  the  public." 

Thbo2X>b  Sobmalb'b  *^  DefUbwi^rdigkiUm  dw  Graf  en. 

WlLHSZJIS  9U  SOBAUlCBUBa-LlPPS.**    1788* 

The  preparation  of  this  Biography,  or  rather  Biographical  Sketch 
of  the  Military  Career  of  Major-<7eneral  Phujp  Ejbabny  has  been 
looked  forward  to  for  six  years,  not  only  as  a  uncere  pleasnre,  but 
as  a  solemn  duty.  Almost  all  the  notices  of  this  distinguished 
General,  wMch  have  appeared  in  the  different  papers  and  periodi- 
cals, were  little  more  than  the  amplifications  of  the  sketch  of  him  pre- 
pared by  the  writer  for  the  New  York  Times  in  1861.  This  sketch 
grew  into  one  more  worthy  Of  the  subject  in  the  columns  of  the 
New  York  Citizen  of  January  25th,,  1867,  and  February  1st  and  8th, 
1868.  On  the  17th  of  January,  1868,  Cobtlani>t.Pabkeb,  Esq., 
counsel,  and  intimate  friend  of  the  deceased  General,  delivered  an 
Address  before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society.  This  noble  tri- 
bute of  friendship  was  afterwards  furnished  to  the  editors  of  the 
Jfarthem  MorMiy  Mctgazihe^  and  appeared  in  the  three  numbers  of 
that  periodical  for  November  and  December,  1867,  and  February, 
1868.  It  was  subsequently  published,  by  request,  as  a  pamphlet  of 
forty-nine  pages.  Mr.  Pabkeb  had  free  access  to  all  the  papers  in 
the  possession  of  the  inmiediate  family  of  the  General,  and  the  results 
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INTRODUCTORY   REMARKa 


**TnithifltoH!fltoTywhatByMaretoaiilinA]8;  if  thMr  eyes  are  torn  onti  theybecomo 
naelesB.   Just  so  deprlTO  History  of  Tmth,  and  it  is  no  longer  of  any  valne  or  utility.*"— 

POLTBIUS. 

**  STA  YUTOB,  HEROElf  CALCAS !" 
Fiald-Uarshal  ICsbot^s  epitapb  on  the  battle-field  of  NordUngen,  where  he  fell,  164B. 


A  WONDERFUL  epoch  has  dosed.  This  generadon  stands  like 
spectators  around  the  upheaved  ruins— ^not  yet  settled— -of  an  un- 
paralleled moral  as  well  as  physical  earthquake.  Even  as  at  the 
period  of  the  great  French  Revolution  of  1789  (1793),  humanity 
has  made  one  of  its  gigantic  strides,  in  advance,  which  compensate 
for  the  inaction  of  ages.  Not  that  human  progress  ever  stands 
still,  but  at  times  it  almost  seems  to  do  so,  groping  its  way  along 
like  one  still  half  asleep,  or  like  one  just  awakened  from  a  lethargic 
or  drugged  slumber.  Happy  he  who  has  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  occupying  a  stand-point  whence  to  observe,  with  a  philosophic 
view,  the  phases  and  the  marvels  of  the  convulsions ;  more  fortunate 
he  who  has  associated  with  the  heroes,  the  martyrs,  or  the  victims 
of  the  catastrophe,  and  has  the  ability  and  leisure  to  collect  and  pre- 
pare for  grander  histories  the  details  of  the  tempest  he  has  wit- 
nessed, and  the  words,  the  gestures,  the  deeds  of  those  who  towered, 
like  peaks  irradiated  with  the  sun  of  glory,  amid  the  colliding  storm- 
clouds,  freighted  with  thunder  and  devastation. 

In  a  retired  quarter  of  the  metropolis  of  the  *^  Babylonish  Cap- 
tivity of  the  Papacy"  stood  an  old  building,  once  the  convent  of  St 
Marcel,  since  the  first  Empire  transmuted  into  a  ^^  Succursale  "  of 
the  "  Grand  Hotel"  at  Paris,  devoted  to  the  reception  of  the  inva- 
lids of  that  army  which  had  borne  the  tricolor,  the  emblem  of  popu- 
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lar  triumph,  through  conquered  capitals,  east  and  south,  to  the  re- 
motest bounds  of  civilization.  In  its  cool  garden  and  along  its  cor- 
ridors had  grouped  and  walked,  ISghting  their  battles  over  again  in 
interchange  of  recollections,  heroes  who  had  mai*ched  and  combatted 
over  the  fiery  sands  of  Egypt,  the  classic  soil  of  Italy,  the  castle- 
ci'owned  mountains  of  Grermany,  the  dreary  bogs  reclaimed  by 
Teutonic  feudalism,  the  rugged  ranges  of  the  Ibeiian  sierras,  and 
the  snowy  steppes  of  Russia.  Around  this  garden,  shutting  them 
in  fi'om  the  industry  of  social  life,  whose  blessings  and  comforts 
they  had  renounced  for  the  fascinating  career  of  arms,  rose  high 
walls,  which  formerly  closed  in  the  members  of  the  church  militant, 
the  monkdom  of  the  cloister,  scarcely  greater  strangers  than  the 
monkdom  of  the  flag  to  the  busy  and  comparatively  happier  world 
of  every-day  life.  But  unlike  the  dispossessed  fidars,  the  vision  of 
these  invalids  was  not  bounded  by  bare  walls,  suggestive  of  no 
thoughts  save  those  connected  with  the  dull  monotony  of  monastic 
life.  Thickly  strung  together,  like  a  zone  of  jewels,  from  the  rich 
mine  of  the  military  annals  of  France,  close  side' by  side,  a  series  of 
MURAL  TABLETS  extended  around  the  garden,  devoted  to  the  immor- 
talization of  glorious  deeds  and  of  heroic  souls?  that  recalled  the 
triumphs  in  which  the  vetei^ans  had  participated — ^triumphs  whose 
narration  had  made  their  watch-fires  the  centres  of  epopees  as  grand 
as  the  strophes  of  Ossian.  What  a  glorious  seclusion,  redolent  with 
the  perfume  of  patriotic  devotion,  brilliant  with  the  lustre  of  military 
achievements,  musical  with  the  eulogies  of  the  heroic  dead  I 

What  a  contrast  to  these  tablets,  those  tablets  set  in  the  walls  of 
the  old  ducal  palace  which  commemorate  the  Arnolds,  the  Davises, 
the  Stephenses  of  that  Republic  which  once  contested  the  empire  of 
the  Mediterranean  with  the  twin  sister  of  the  Adriatic,  and  left  me- 
morials of  its  commercial  daring  in  lands  which  are  scarcely  now 
accessible  to  European  enterprise. 

Yet  both  these  classes  of  monuments  should  be  preserved  with 
equd  care,  for  they  establish  the  truths  of  History,  and  maintain 
them  against  the  flattery  of  sycophants,  the  changes  of  political 
opinion,  or  the  venial  pens  of  prejudiced  or  political  writers, 
changing,  as  one  we  have  seen,  with  the  hour  and  with  personal 
interest 

This  little  book  seeks  to  erect  a  memorial  to  one  of  the  most' 
striking  figores  in  the  great  American  Gonfuct  to  crush  the 
<<  Slaveholders'  Rebellion."    Its  pages  present  a  sketch  of  the 
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career  of  one  of  the  men  most  prominent  for  their  ability,  their  in* 
fluence,  their  prowess,  and  their  genius  for  war. 

The  student  of  American  History,  in  his  quiet  library,  surrounded 
by  such  works,  whether  rude  or  polished  in  their  language,  still 
careful  in  their  presentation  of  truths,  is  like  the  visitor  in  the  gar- 
den of  the  "  Succursale"  (at  Avignon),  k)f  the  "  Hotel  des  Invalides" 
at  Paris.  He  can  abandon  himself  to  the  reflections  engendered  by 
the  stories  of  the  Rebellion,  and  as  he  turns  from  shelf  to  shelf,  and 
saunters  through  the  historic  pages,  the  eyes  of  his  mind,  can  con- 
template coMHEHORATTVE  TABLETS,  sct  up  ou  the  walls  of  his  Im- 
agination, some,  like  those  of  Eleabny  and  of  Lton,  presenting  exam- 
ples of  patriotism  and  self-sacrifice ;  others,  such  as  those  of  Lee 
and  Davis,  recalling  evil  men,  prominent  in  the  leadership  of  treason 
and  of  sin,  but  none  the  less  remarkable  or  worthy  of  consideration 
as  beacons  on  that  reef  of  crime  on  which  a  confiding  section  went 
to  wreck  and  ruin. 

Contemplating  and  reflecting,  before  him  will  pass  a  panoramic 
series  of  the  actions  of  the  Rebellion.  Each  Biographical  Sketch 
will  serve  ajs  a  portrait  in  the  gallery  of  word-pictures,  and  ever  and 
anon  a  prominent  figure  wiU  start  into  life,  if  the  pen  of  the  biogra- 
pher is  equal  in  its  power  to  the  part  played  by  his  hero  in  the  mag- 
nificent procession  of  the  war  pageant 

To  future  students  of  history  such  biographies,  however  imper- 
fectly written  or  faulty  in  their  style,  will  prove  of  incalculable 
interest;  to  future  writers  of  history,  of  inestimable  valua  To 
every  one  who  contemplates,  like  a  philosopher,  the  changes  which 
our  national  organization  underwent  in  fiye  years  (1860-65),  every 
work  connected  with  the  cataclysm  will  be  of  value,  as  a  record  and 
a  memento  of  what  human  wiU,  single  or  combined,  erring  but  ener- 
getic, can  accomplish  to  injure  or  to  preserve ;  while  the  general 
story  and  its  results  will  serve  and  operate  as  a  warning  against  the 
misdirection  of  human  efforts  in  the  future  to  deface  or  destroy  a 
national  structure,  &vlty  in  some  of  its  details,  but  sublime  in  its 
general  conception ;  an  edifice  purified  firom  the  stains  of  slavery, 
and  renovated  through  the  patriotism  of  the  loyal  men  of  all  sec- 
tions, destiued  to  stand,  with  open  doors,  a  refuge  and  an  asylum  to 
the  oppressed  and  suffering  throughout  the  world. 

The  history  of  the  *'  Slaveholders'  Rebellion  "  is  the  record  of 
a  treason  without  a  parallel  in  its  criminality :  a  treason  against 
God's  best  gifts,  against  Free  thought,  Free  aodon,  a  Free  land — 
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a  treason  against  the  People — ^whose  voice,  when  it  utters  its  will 
with  determination^  bat  withoiU  violence,  is  the  voice  of  God. 
Those  who,  like  Keabnt,,  led  the  van  for  the  People  ;  who^  with- 
out ambitious  purposes,  laid  down  their  lives  for  the  People ;  who 
bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and  ^^paid  the  last  full  mea- 
sure  of  devotion  "  that  their  country  might  live ;  soldiers,  patriots, 
martyrs — such  indeed  were  champions  of  Liberty.  One  of  the 
grandest  of  these  was  Keabnt,  and  this  book  is  a  memorial  of  him. 
He  deserves  the  best  monument  of  which  the  p^  pencil,  or  chisel 
is  susceptible.  But  the  hero  will  not  despise  any  memento,  how. 
ever  humble,  which  is  the  result  of  the  best  efforts  of  the  author  and 
a  tribute  of  his  affection. 
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PERSONAL  AND  MILITARY  HISTORY 

>       OP 

MAJOR-GENERAL   PHILIP   KEARNY. 


CHAPTER  I. 

▲    GLOBIOUS    RBTROflPEOT. 

"  Through  the  shadowy  past, 
lilke  ft  tomb-«earcher,  memoiy  nui, 
Lifting  each  tihroad."  Uiooj 

**  The  hftnd  of  the  reaper 

Takes  the  years  that  are  hoary. 
But  the  voice  of  the  weeper 
Wails  manhood  In  glory/* 

<<  This  chiyalrio  figare  looks  as  though  it  had  just  leaped  from  the 
centre  of  a  medieval  battle-pieoe.** 

Though  Hving  in  these  modem  and  prosaic  days,  his  bearing  is 
essentially  romantic ;  he  looks  the  knight-errant  Such  a  rider  on 
such  a  0teed  takes  the  mind  back  to  the  days  when  the  badge  of 
nobility  was  skill  with  the  sword  and  grace  in  horsemanship ;  when 
to  be  a  gentleman  was  to  follow  the  profession  of  arms ;  when  the 
joust  and  the  tournament  assembled  all  the  beauty  and  all  the  valor 
of  feudal  monarchies ;  when 

^'Nine  and  twenty  knights  of  fame 
Hang-  their  shields  in  Bianksome  Hall, 
And  quitted  not  their  harness  bright, 
Neither  bj  day,  nor  yet  by  night ; 
Bat  carved  at  the  meal 
With  gloves  of  steel, 
And  drank  the  red  wine  through  the  helmet  barred." 

These  words  are  full  of  truth,  suggestiva 

There  is  scarcely  an  individual  endowed  with  the  power  of  obser- 
vation, who,  while  examining  a  collection  of  modern  or  recent  por- 
traits, has  not  heAi  struck  with  the  peculiar  face  and  bearing  of  some 
one  or  other  of  the  individuals  presented,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
costumes  and  accessories,  seems  out  of  place  among  the  pictures  of 
cotemporaries.  Certain  striking  peculiarities  of  feature  or  expression, 
suggest  the  idea  that  a  mistake  has  occurred ;  that  the  likeness  of 
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one  djatingoished  in  the  days  of  chivaliy  has  fidlen  into  the  hands  of 
a  Vandal,  to  whose  purse  or  whun  the  painter  has  sacrificed  his  art^ 
as  well  as  the  truth,  and  concealed  the  armor,  dinted  by  cimeter 
or  falchion,  beneath  the  stiff  and  ungraceful  costume  of  this  century. 
No  one  who  has  has  ever  studied  the  lineaments  and  expression  of 
Philip  Kearny,  his  carriage,  his  bearing  on  foot  or  seat  in  the  sad- 
dle, but  must  appreciate  this,  and  acknowledge  in  their  hearts  that 
his  soldierly  face  and  knightly  person  would  look  more  appropriate 
under  the  morion  and  the  mail  of  Fra  Moreale,  of  do  Guescun,  or 
of  Bayard,  or  in  the  plumed  hat  lined  with  steel,  and  polished 
breastplate  of  a  Rupert,  a  Montrose,  or  a  Dundee  ;  nor  deem  him  in 
the  saddle  unworthy  of  Sir  Richard  Vernon's  glowing  description 
of  that ''  Imp  of  Fame,'*  who,  on  the  field  of  Agincourt,  so  glorious 
to  his  manhood,  declared: 

**  And  be  It  death  proclaimed  thronghoat  our  host 
To  boast  of  this,  or  take  that  praise  from  God 
Which  is  His  only  " — 

Thus  spake  Sir  Richard  : 

**  I  saw  young  Hany — ^with  his  beaver  on, 
'  His  cnisses  on  his  thighs,  gallantly  arm'd, — 
€U8e  from  the  ground  like  feathered  Mercnry, 
And  yanlted  with  such  ease  into  his  seat 
As  if  an  angel  dropp'd  down  from  the  donds, 
To  torn  and  wind  a  fiery  Pegasus, 
And  witch  the  world  with  noble  horsemanship." 

Wandering  through  the  galleries  of  Europe,  the  writer  has  more 
than  once  heen  startled  at  recognizing  in  a  grand  equestrian  picture, 
or  an  exquisite  military  portrait,  something  which  recalled  a  fi-iend 
or  relative  distinguished  for  those  qualities  which  indicate  the  natural 
soldier.  Any  one  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Major-General 
Pnnjp  Kearny,  and  the  race  from  which  he  sprang,  or  with  which 
he  was  connected,  can  understand  this  feeling. 

In  the  Palazzo  Spinola,  in  Genoa,  there  is  a  magnificent  painting 
by  Van  Dyke,  hung  on  hinges,  which,  when  swung  out  fi'om  the 
wall  in  order  to  present  its  beauties  in  the  most  advantageous  light, 
both  horse  and  rider,  nearly  natural  size,  seem  to  stand  out  from  the 
canvass  and  become  instinct  with  life.  It  is  one  of  those  incompara- 
ble equestrian  portraits,  regarded  as  almost  priceless  gems  of  art,  in 
which  the  rival  of  Rubens  and  of  Titian  peculiarly  excelled.    Such 
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a  portrait,  in  &cty  to  one  who  knew  him  well,  would  at  once  recall 
Greneral  Keabnt.  In  him,  mounted  on  his  favorite  gray  charger, 
Moscow,  the  great  painter  would  have  welcomed  a  subject  worthy  of 
his  genius,  and  have  handed  him  down  to  posterity  in  all  the  brUliaticy 
of  his  design  and  coloring ;  and  fiction  would  have  seized  upon  him 
as  its  hero,  and  have  commemorated  his  career  in  verse  like  the 
'^  Max  Piccolomini  "  of  Sghilleb,  or  in  romance  like  the  Claverhouse 
of  "Old  Mortality." 

This  is  no  over-drawn  picture.  On  some  public  occasion,  at  a  ball 
in  the  Grand-Ducal  (Pitti)  Palace,  in  Florence,  Keabnt  appeared  as 
a  Knight  Templar,  clothed  firom  head  to  foot  in  chain  armor.  To 
dance  gracefiilly — and  gracefully  he  did  dance — under  such  a  weight 
of  steel,  proved  what  immense  physical  power  he  possessed.  The 
writei  has  a  sleeve  of  chain  mail,  taken  firom  one  of  the  catacombs 
of  Egypt,  which  belonged  to  a  Crusader.  Each  link  is  rivetted 
separately,  and  the  whole  suit  was  worth  a  prince's  ransom.  This 
sleeve  weighs  four  and  a  half  pounds.  The  whole  tunic  must  have 
weighed  over  eighteen  pounds;  the  entire  suit  over  four  times  that 
number.  Under  this  weight  Ejbabnt  waltzed  as  lightly  as  if  clad  in 
silk,  and  wore  it  so  aptly  that  the  illusion  was  perfect  To  the  com- 
pany it  seemed  as  if  one  of  those  haughty  chevaliers  had  risen  from 
his  tomb  to  grace  the  festival,  or  as  if  one  of  their  effigies  had  started 
into  life. 

Again,  at  a  fimcy  ball — unequalled  ever  in  the  dty  of  New  York 
— ^given  by  Commodore  John  C.  Stevens,  Keabnt  was  conspicuous 
as  a  Kabyle  chieftain,  in  a  perfect  costume,  which  he  had  probably 
captured  in  Algiers.  So  correct  was  it  in  every  detail,  that  firom  his 
belt  swung  a  severed  head  imitated  to  the  life,  or  rather  death,  in 
sugar,  but  nevertheless  so  co>rpse-like  that  he  was  compelled  to  lay 
it  aside  from  the  horror  it  excited.  On  this  occasion  likewise,  had 
one  of  Abd-el-E^er's  kalifas  or  beys  appeared  in  the  ball-room,  he 
could  not  have  looked  and  played  his  part  with  greater  grace  and 
tact  than  did  the  American  Volunteer,  who  may  have  crossed  steel 
with  the  original  under  the  shadow  of  the  Atlas. 

"  Though  an  American  by  birth,  and  intensely  American  in  his 
sympathies^  General  Phiup  Keabnt  carried  in  his  veins  blood  that 
distinguishes  the  leading  nations  of  Europe. 

'^  On  his  father's  side  he  was  Irish,  and  thence  he  derived  his  im- 
pulsive, roving,  danger-courting  blood,  the  temper  that  never  stops 
to  count  odds  nor  calculate  obsmces. 
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"  On  his  mother's  side  there  wei'e  two  diverse  elements  not  often 
combined  in  one  person — ^the  strong  native  sense,  and  the  shrewd 
common  sense  of  the  canny  Scot,  and  the  fiery  natore,  the  love  of 
pomp,  splendor  and  beauty,  the  ardent  soul  and  the  chivalric  bear- 
ing of  the  Ga,uL" 

Close  investigation,  however,  wonld  lead  to  the  conviction  that 
the  Kearnts  are  Scotch-Irish,  for  the  name  is  cei-tainly  GsbHc.  The 
cousin  and  executor  of  our  hero  has  a  family  tree,  showing  all  the 
maiTiages  as  far  back  as  1506,  and  traces  back  the  family  long  an- 
terior to  that  date,  to  two  firothers  who  first  settled  in  L*eland.  The 
name  was  originally  O'Cleabmak,  which,  he  says,  meant  ^'soldier." 
Keabnt,  in  its  original  spelling,  Ceabnach,  in  G^lic  or  Celtic,  does 
signify  '^  soldier.  "*  The  name  must  have  been  derived  firom  some  deed 
of  note  in  war,  for  aU  private  names  are  in  one  sense  derivAtivesJ 
Keabnt  was  thus  not  only  a  soldier  by  name  but  by  nature,  and  a 
true  inheritor  not  only  of  the  designation  but  of  the  spirit  of  his 
race. 

It  is  seldom  that  a  man  born  to  command,  and  imbued  with  all 
the  peculiar  characteristics  of  a  military  leader — ^that  is,  one  who 
would  be  selected  from  the  crowd  as  a  soldier-born — who  has  not 
spi*ung  from  a  race  of  soldiers,  or  been  brought  up  amid  military 
associations,  oi;  who  has  not  in  his  veins  the  blood  of  those  races 
which  instinctively  produce  soldiers,  for  such  races  do  undeniably 
exist.  Prominent  among  them  is  the  Celtic  race,  which  has  been 
tempered  by  the  Frank  (pure  Saxon),  or  Gothic  blood  in  France, 
and  by  the  Gothic  in  Spain. 

This  is  peculiarly  the  case  with  the  French  Huguenots,  whose 
strongholds  and  recruiting  groimds  were  in  those  parts  of  France 
which  were  originally  the  seats  of  Norman,  Burgundian,  or  Viso- 
\  gothic  power.  From  the  former  stock  came  the  de  Lancets.  K 
any  family  of  this  State  ever  shone  in  arms,  in  times  which  tried 
men's  souls,  and  proved  their  loyalty  in  every  way  it  was  possible 
to  do  so,  it  was  these  same  de  Lancets,  who,  either  through  its 
own  scions  or  connections,  saw  almost  every  male  in  the  field  fi'om 
Brigadier-General  down  to  Comet;  a  family,   whose  descendant 

*  * '  KsARNS  is  a  term  eignif ying  soldiers  in  Irish  History.  As  for  the  term  O'Clk abx ak 
Ebabnt,  the  Inqnlsitlve  reader  is  referred  to  Dr.  Keatinq^s  History  of  Ireland,  where  the 
genealogy  of  the  O'Kxabnts  is  to  be  found."  In  Qelic  ^*Cliab"  means  '*g<UlarU'*  or 
''  brave,""  and  **  man,"  "  Kand.^  Consequently  Esabnt  O'Clzab-xait  doubtless  slgniiled 
"the  soldier  of,  or  with,  the  brave  hand."  ^'Cbabnaoh"  is  likewise  translated  ^^vi«- 
toriout.''  A 
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died  upon  the  field  of  Waterloo,  Colonel  and  Qoartermaeter-Gea- 
eral  on  Wellington's  staff,  evincing  with  his  dying  breath  an  mk- 
selfish  solicitade  for  the  life  of  his  commanderi  more  predoas  to 
his  oonntry  and  the  world  than  his  own,  dying  a  death  whidi  was 
worthy  of  the  purest  days  of  chivalry — ^that  is,  of  that  chivahj 
which  romance  has  invested  with  such  a  glorious  halo,  and  which 
did  actually  exist  in  certain  individuals,  of  whom,  perhaps,  the 
most  genuine,  or  rather  the  best  known  examples,  were  Batahd 
and  Montrose. 

Philip  Keabny  was  indeed  a  Huguenot* — ^not  a  Puritan,    ^ory 
was  the  breath  of  his  nostrils. 

Although  no  one  will  deny  that  the  Irish  blood  has  fight  enou^ 
in  it,  it  is  very  questionable  if  the  Watts'  blood  and  all  its  affifi^ 
tions  and  connections — ^among  these  the  Keaknts— -did  not  get  tbo 
greater  part  of  their  military  instincts,  their  war-motor  power,  from 
the  DE  Lancets.  The  spirit  of  these  latter  was  the  yeast  to  make 
everything  tending  to  soldiership  ferment  in  the  different  fionilies 
into  which  it  was  infused.  This  de  Lancet  blood  was  a  grand  one* 
From  the  moment  the  first  of  the  name  arrived  in  New  York  it 
made  itself  felt  As  statesmen,  as  they  would  justly  be  termed  in 
the  Old  World,  or  as  politicians  in  this  country — ^Before  the  term 
'^politician*'  implied  something  derogatory — or  as  soldiers,  they 
exerted  the  most  astonishing  influence  in  the  Province  or  Colony 
of  New  York.  No  one  who  has  examined  into  its  records  will 
pretend  to  deny  this.  Exiled  for  opioion's  sake,  the  English  go^ 
emment  acknowledged  their  worth  by  giving  them  high  employ* 
ment,  which  their  services,  their  zeal,  courage  and  fidelity,  even  to 
the  death,  proved  that  they  deserved. 
• 

*  **  There  was  a  great  difference,  however,  to  be  remarked  between  them  (the  Hngaenol 
Boldier)  and  the  religloaa  insurgents  of  more  northern  conntriea ;  for  though  both  the 
sterner  fanaticism  which  characterized  Scotland  and  England  not  long  before,  and  the 
wilder  imaginations  and  f andf al  enthoslasms  of  the  far  sooth,  were  occasionally  to  be 
found  in  individnals,  the  great  mass  were  entirely  and  decidedly  French,  possessing  the 
character  of  light  and  somewhat  thoughtless  gayety,  so  peculiar  to  that  IndiiEerent  and 
laughter-loving  nation. 

**  Thus,  though  they  had  prayed  earnestly,  after  having  fought  with  determlnetlon  In  the 
cause  which  to  them  was  the  cause  of  conscience,  they  were  now  quite  ready  to  foig«t 
both  prayer  and  stilf e,  till  some  other  cause  should  reproduce  the  enthuaiaam  wfaidi  faro 
vigor  to  either. 

^*  They  sat  in  groups,  then,  round  flres  of  an  old  apple-tree  or  two  which  thejhafl  pidled 
down,  and  drank  the  wine,  procured,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  by  variona  dUfat^il 
means ;  but  though  they  sang  not,  as  perhaps  they  might  have  done  under  other  drcom- 
atanoes,  nothing  else  distinguished  them  from  any  other  party  of  g^y  French  6oldi«rt 
earonaiiig  after  a  laborious  daj.^-^AMM9''  '*  Huoushot.^* 
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John  Watts,  the  secdnd  of  that  name— for  hia  fitther,  by  the 
addition  of  an  ''  s,'*  changed  his  name  Watt  to  Watts  ;  while  his 
mother's  funily  simultaneonsly  by  dropping  an  ^^s"  from  Nioolls 
became  Nigoll — ^was  the  first  of  the  fiunOy  bom  in  this  country. 
By  position,  property,  marriage,  and  ability,  he  became  one  of  the 
most  influential  citizens  of  his  native  city  and  of  the  colony  pre- 
vious to  the  Revolution,  and  occupied  a  place  in  the  first  rank  of 
the  provincial  leaders.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  General 
Colonial  Assembly,  Chairman  of  several  of  the  most  important 
Committees,  Member  of  the  King's  Council  from  1756  until  1T82, 
when  the  connections  between  the  Thirteen  Colonies  imd  the 
mother  country  was  dissolved.  Had  the  party  with  which  he 
linked  his  fortunes  been  successfril,  he  was  destined  to  fill  the 
gubernatorial  chair,  which  had  been  occupied  by  his  brother-in-law, 
the  eminent  James  de  Lancet,  and  by  the  no  less  extraordinary 
Cabwaixader  Coij)en  (grandfiither  of  the  wife  of  his  son,  John 
Watts,  Junior),  one  of  the  "  celebrities  "  of  this  State,  especially 
notable  as  a  physician,  philosopher,  inventor,  historian,  and  magis- 
trate. 

Although  a  consistent  Loyalist — ^for  which  he  suffered  the  confis- 
cation of  his  pf  operty  and  died  in  exile  in  Wales — ^he  distinguished 
himself  while  in  office  by  upholding  the  popular  rights,  and  when 
neither  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  nor  any  other  Member  of 
.  the  Council  dared,  or  would  do  so,  he  withstood  the  arbitrary  de- 
mands of  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  in  regard  to  billeting  troops  upon 
the  citizens  of  New  York,  and  ''spoke  his  mind  in  favor  of  the 
people."  He  was  one  of  the  original  Founders  and  Trustees,  in 
1754,  of  the  New  York  Society  Library;  in  1760  he  presented  its 
first  clock  to  the  public  Exchange  of  his  native  city;  ^d  in  1770 
he  became  the  first  President  of  the  New  York  City  Hospital. 

He  was  a  coadjutor  in  all  the  political  triumphs  of  his  brother-in* 
law,  Lieutenant-Grovemor  Jakes  de  Lancet,  ^'  an  ornament  to  his 
country,"  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  the  State  has  ever  pro- 
duced, "whose  biography  is  the  history  of  our  Colony,  fi'om  the 
period  he  reached  man's  estate  to  the  day  of  his  death."  Thj^ugh- 
out  his  long  career,  John  Watts  afforded  him  the  cordial  and 
active  support  of  his  energy  and  influence,  and  when  a  sudden 
death  deprived  the  Colony  of  de  Lancet's  capacity  for  government, 
he  continued  for  thirteen  years  to  act  in  accordance  with  his  prin- 
ciples and  carry  out  his  sagacious  views. 
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Hon.  JoHK  Watts,  Senior,  married  AiiNE,  the  second  daughter 
of  Stephen  db  Lancet,  who  immigrated  to  New  York  in  1686. 
They  were  the  grandparents  of  Brevet  Major-Gleneral  Stephen 
Watts  Keabnt,  U.  S.  Army,  and  gi*eat-grandparents  of  Major- 
General  Philip  Keabnt,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Robert  Watts,  the  eldest  son  of  the  preceding,  married  Lady 
Mart,  daughter  of  Wiuliam  Alexandeb,  Earl  of  Sterling,  Major- 
General  in  our  Revolutionary  Army.  Their  daughter,  again, 
married  her  cousin-german,  John  Watts  Keabnt.  The  son  of 
this  latter,  Philip  John  Keabnt,  bom  and  bred  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  mortally  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  Major  of  the 
11th  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  having  proved  himself  a  brave  and 
able  officer.  His  commission  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  had  been 
made  out  and  was  ready  for  the  signature  of  the  Governor  of  New 
Jersey,  to  be  issued  to  him  in  case  he  survived.  Unhappily,  he 
could  not  rally  from  the  amputation  of  his  leg,  and  died  in  New 
York  city,  aged  twenty-one  years,  9th  August,  1863.  His  career 
proved  that  he  was  a  worthy  scion  of  that  race  and  name  which 
had  already  given  two  Major-Generals  to  their  country. 

Stephen,  the  second  son  of  the  John  Watts,  first  named,  was  a 
brilliant  officer  in  the  Anglo-American  Army.  Already  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  he  was  the  Major  of  the  intrepid  batallion  of  Loyal- 
ists, known  as  the  "  Royal  New  Yorkers,"  or  "  Johnson  Greens," 
raised  by  his  brother-in-law,  Sir  John  Johnson,  son  of  the  famed 
Sir  .William  Johnson,  who  was  knighted  and  created  Major-Gen- 
eral for  resplendent  service,  more  particularly  for  his  victory  over 
DiESKAU,  at  the  head  of  Lake  Greorge,  in  1755.  He  afterwards 
captured  Fort  Niagara  in  1759.  Sir  John  Johnson  by  his  con- 
scientious loyalty  probably  hazarded  more  in  the  cause  of  the 
Crown  than  any  other  American.  His  domains,  which  were  con- 
fiscated, were  the  fairest  and  most  extensive  of  any  colonist, 
except  the  estate  of  Lord  Faibfax,  in  Virginia.  After  the 
Revolution  he  held  the  position  of  Superintendent  General  and 
Lispector  General  of  Indian  Affairs  in  British  North  America, 
likewise  other  high  trusts.  His  wife,  Mabt  Wattjs,  daughter 
of  the  first  John  Watts,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
made  a  prisoner  and  confined  at  Albany  as  a  hostage  for  the 
good  conduct  of  her  husband.  She  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable women  of  her  day,  as  conspicuous  for  the  power  of  her 
mind  as  for  those  other  qualities  which  most  adorn  her  sex,  and  to 
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Bucb  an  extent  had  ahe  won  the  affection  and  respect  of  her  hns- 
band's  '*  fidthful  Mohawks,"  that  they  threatened  the  most  temble  re- 
prisals m  case  that  she  suffered  the  least  injury.  Her  daughter, 
CATHEsiNfi  Mabia,  married  Major-General  Bowes,  who  was  killed 
at  the  storming  of  Salamanca.  Before  the  breach  was  rendered 
practicable,  Lord  Welijngton  determined  on  an  attempt  at  escalade. 
"  In  this  unfortunate  attack  Major-General  Bowes  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  men  felL  The  conduct  of  this  gallant  officer  had  been 
on  all  occasion  conspicuous.  In  leading  on  the  storming  party  he 
received  a  wound,  which  was  no  sooner  dressed  than  he  returned  to 
the  post  of  honor,  and  died  gloriously  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
The  monument  of  a  soldier  can  bear  no  prouder  epitaph  than  the  re- 
cord of  such  facts. " 

Her  eldest  son,  William  Johnsoit,  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
28th  Regiment  of  Foot,  B.  A.    Another  son,  James,  fell  on  the  same 
occasion  with  his  brother-in-law,  Major-General  Bowes,  and  gal 
lantly  supporting  him,  by  his  side. 

In  1777,  when  St.  Ledger  entered  the  Mohawk  Valley  to  co-oper- 
ate with  BuBGOTNE,  Stephen  Watts  commanded  the  sixty  picked 
marksmen  who  constituted  the  British  advanoe-guai'd,  and  cleared 
the  way  for  the  invading  column.  He  was  second  in  command  at 
the  battle  of  Oriskany,  fought  6th  August,  1777,.  near  the  mouth  of 
the  credc  bearing  that  name,  between  Rome  and  Utica,  in  this  State. 
It  is  a  mooted  question,  even  not  yet  determined,  whether  Sir  John 
Johnson  was  General-in-Chief  in  this  action ;  but  if  he  had  been,so, 
and  if  his  conduct  had  equalled  the  terrible  resoluteness  of  his  young 
brother-in-law,  the  result  of  the  conflict  would  have  been  still  more 
disastrous  to  the  colonists,  who  lost  their  General  and  half  their 
troops  engaged.  The  two  most  distinguished  officers  on  the  field, 
Miyor-General  Harkeimeb  and  Major  Watts,  were  both  shot 
through  the  leg.  The  wound  of  the  former  terminated  fatally.  The 
latter,  Idt  for  dead  upon  the  field,  recovered  from  his  faintness, 
crawled  to  a  brook  or  creek  to  slake  the  thirst  occasioned  by  his 
daagerous  wound,  and  was  actually  found  two  or  three  days  after- 
ward with  his  leg  in  a  shocking  condition  by  some  Indian  scouts, 
and  conveyed  to  the  British  camp.  He  lost  his  limb,  but  long  sur« 
vived  the  operation  and  his  exile  in  England. 

This  battle  of  Oriskany,  celebrated  in  history  and  romance,  in 
pilose  and  poetry,  was  the  most  bloody,  for  the  numbers  engaged, 
and  the  most  obstinately  contested  at  the  North  dming  the  Bevolo- 
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lion.  It  was  as  momentoos  in  its  effects  as  a  side  issne  can  be,  and 
with  its  twin-combat  styled,  in  error,  Bennington,  on  the  Wal- 
loomscoick,  an  affluent  of  the  Hudson,  in  the  State  oflieto  Yorky 
decided  the  fate  of  Burgotne. 

.  Anne,  the  eldest  daughter  of  this  Major  Stephen  Watts,  married 
Major  Johnson,  of  the  British  Army,  cousin  of  Lord  Palbcebston, 
late  Premier  of  England,  and  his  eldest  son,  John,  was  a  Captain 
in  the  same  service.  This  Captain  John  Watts  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  Bladensburg,  at  the  capture  of  Washington,  and  at  New 
Orleans.  He  was  also  Vice-Govemor,  or  Deputy  Warden  of  Wal- 
mer  Castle,  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  of  which  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton was  Warden.  The  "Iron Duke"  having  died  at  Walmer 
Castle,  Captam  John  Watts  had-  charge  of  the  remains  of  the 
"world's  conqueror's  conqueror,"  and  accompanied  the  body  to  its 
last  resting-place,  in  St  Paul's  Cathedral,  London.  These  fects,  as 
well  as  those  similar  ones  which  follow,  are  interesting  to  show  how 
the  Watts  and  db  Lancet  blood  had  an  affinity  with  the  army. 
Many  more  curious  connections  of  the  family  of  Watts  could  be 
noted,  but  for  fear  of  tiring  the  reader's  patience  ^e  will  return  to 
the  consideration  of  the  de  Lancey  line,  proper,  which,  in  itself,  is 
almost  sofficient  to  occupy  the  space  which  was  originally  assigned 
to  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

In  France  there  were  two  distinct  species  of  nobility,  the 
nobility  of  the  Sword  and  the  nobility  of  the  Robe.  The  former 
occupied  a  much  higher  rank  in  society  than  the  latter.  The 
events  of  the  last  century  have  corrected  this  prejudice,  and  except 
in  times  of  a  great  war,  like  our  civil  war,  the  sword  yields  to  the 
robe  or  toga.  Jn  Europe  it  is  not  even  yet  so.  The  de  Lancets 
belonged  to  the  ancient  nobility  of  Franca  They  were  hereditary 
soldiers,  and  their  propeity  "  fief  was  probably  holden  by  the  feu 
dal  service  of  the  banner  or  lance,  hence  their  surname  de  Lancet.*^ 
A  cion  in  this  gallant  race  died  as  a  Mestre  de  Camp  (i.  e.  Colonel, 
according  to  the  old  French  title,  of  a  cavalry  regiment)  of  the  Life 
Guards  or  Household  troops  of  Louis  XIY,  at  the  battle  of  Mai- 
plaquet,  so  glorious  to  the  French  army,  although  compelled  to 
abandon  the  field  to  Marlbobough.  From  this  race  sprang 
Stephen  de  Lancet,  father  of  Anne,  wife  of  Hon.  Joiin  Watts, 
Senior,  hereinbefore  referred  to.  Her  sister  married  Admiral  Sir 
Peter  Warren,  K.  B.,  who  commanded  the  e:q>edition  that  took 
Louisburg,  the  key  of  the  French  insular  possessions  in  North 
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America.  Her  brother,  James  de  Lancet,  was  a  Captain,  B.  A., 
and  her  hephew  was  Jahss  de  Lancet,  Lientenant-Colonel  of  the 
Ist  Dragoon  Guards,  B.  A.  Her  brother,  the  great-ancle  of 
Major-General  Stephen  Watts  Ejsasnt,  was  Brigadier-General 
Oliver  de  Lancet,  of  the  British  Army,  who,  from  his  entrance 
into  militaiy  life,  was  pre-eminent  for  gallantry.  He  commanded 
the  New  York  Colonial  troops  almost  throughout  his  life.  In  the 
French  war  of  1756  he  was  a  Colonel,  and  led  the  New  York 
Provincials  in  Abercrombie's  campaign,  and  received  for  his  ser- 
vices in  this  war  the  thanks  of  the  Colonial  Assembly,  equivalent 
to  our  Legislature. 

Hi's  daughter,  Susan,  married  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Williax 
Draper,  K.  B.,  Ejiight  of  the  Bath,  of  the  British  Army.  Another 
daughter,  Charlotte,  maiTied  Field-Marshal  Sir  David  Dcndas, 
K.  B.,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  Army!  Another  daugh- 
ter, Anna,  married  Colonel  John  Harris  Cruger,  co^piandant  of 
his  father's-in-law,  General  de  Lancet's,  Ist  Battalion.  He  was  the 
gallant  defender  of  Fort  96  in  South  Carolina.  No  Loyalist 
oflScer  perfonned  more  responsible  or  arduous  duty  with  greater 
credit.  The  General's  son  and  namesake,  Omver  de  Lancet,  Jr., 
rose  to  be  Lieutenant-General  in  the  British  Army.  The  famous 
Prime-Minister,  Pitt,  the  younger,  appointed  him  Barrack-Master 
General  of  the  British  Empira  Be  was  also  Colonel  of  the  I7th 
Light  Dragoons,  a  very  high  honor  in  England,  and  in  1796 
Member  of  Parliament.  With  him  ended  one  branch  of  this 
glorious  famOy. 

Stephen,  the  youngest  son  of  General  de  Lancet,  Senior,  com- 
manded the  1st  Battalion  of  New  York  Volunteers  during  the 
Revolution,  held  that  rank  in  the  British  Army,  and  in  1797  was 
Governor  of  the  British  Island  of  Tobago  and  its  dependencies. 
The  two  daughters  of  the  latter  married:  Susan,  first,  Colonel 
William  Johnson  ;  second,  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
Knight  Commander  of  the  Bath,  the  Governor  of  St  Helena  during 
Bonapabte's  captivity  there — the  faithful  servitor  of  his  coimtry, 
calumniated  by  prejudiced  writers,  who  would  not  sift  out  the 
truth,  so  nobly  vindicated  in  Wiluam  Forstth's  History  of  the 
Captivity  of  Napoleon  at  St  Helena.   (New  York :  Harper  Bros., 

1863); — Charlotte,  Colonel Child,  British  Army.     Their 

brother  was  Colonel  Sir  William  Howe  de  Lancet,  "the  excellent 
Quarter-Master-General,"  on  the  staff  of  Wellington  at  the  battle 
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of  Waterloo,  in  which  he  was  mortally  wounded  "  in  the  middle  of 
the  action."  He  died  the  death  of  a  hero.  The  following  is  too  in- 
teresting to  be  omitted  in  the  life  of  Major-General  Fhiijp  Ejbakny, 
as  it  regards  a  near  kinsman  whom  he  greatly  resembled  in  mag- 
nanimous characteristics.  ''The  Duke's  personal  staff,  who  had 
shared  so  many  glories  and  dangers  by  the  side  of  their  com- 
mander, fell  around  him  in  rapid  succession.  The  Prince  of  Nas- 
sau, one  of  his  aids-de-camp,  received  two  balls.  The  gallant 
General  be  Lancet  was  struck  with  a  spent  cannon-ball  while  ani- 
mating and  leading  back  to  the  charge  a  battalion  of  Hanoverians 
who  had  got  into  confusion." 

Here  permit  the  writer — ^who  is  of  HoUandish  or  Dutch  descent, 
and  right  proud  of  a  race  which  has  produced  the  best  soldiers 
and  sailors  on  record,  from  the  days  of  Juijus  C^sab  and  Fhar- 
8AIJN,  through  nineteen  centuries  of  unsurpassed  patriotism  and 
renown,  down  to  Hassei/t  and  Antwerp  in  1831-2 — ^to  make  a  re- 
mark in  justice  to  his  people,  and  put  the  saddle  on  the  right  horse. 
Prejudiced  authors  have  stated  that  the  Dutch  and  Belgian  troops 
(then  united  under  one  crown,  that  of  Holland)  behaved  the  worst 
at  Waterloo.  The  exact  contrary  was  the  fact  As  a  general  thing 
they  displayed  remarkable  tenacity.  It  was  some  of  the  German 
contingents  who  behaved  so  badly  in  this  campaign,  and  none  so 
shamefully  as  a  regiment  of  Hanoverian  cavahy,  the  '^  Cumbei*- 
land  Hussars,"  whose  ^^  dastardly  conduct"  caused  them  to  be 
subsequently  disbanded  and  their  Colonel  cashiered.  The  Dutch, 
under  Chassee,  "  the  bayonet  General,  *  who  won  immortal  honor  in 
1832  for  his  defence  of  Antwerp  against  overwhelming  nimibers 
of  French  and  Belgians,  faced  the  music,  like  the  Dutch  infantry 
at  Fleurus,  1700,  and  at  Almanza,  1707,  and  did  as  well  as  any 
English,  not  only  at  Quatre-Bras — a  fight  in  its  relation  to  our 
Gettysburg,  equivalent  to  Bufobd's  magnificent  stand  on  Oak 
Ridge,  1st  July,  1863,  but  in  that— 


^^  fint  and  last  of  fields  I  king-makixig  lictoiy  l" 

« Immortal  Waterloo  1" 

But  to  return  to  General  de  Lakcey  ^^He  exclaimed  as  he  fell, 
*  Leave  me  to  die;  my  wound  is  mortal;  attend  (or  look)  to  the 
Duke,  and  do  not  waste  that  time  on  me  which  may  be  usefully 
employed  in  assisting  others.*  These  orders  were  too  promptly 
obeyed,  and,  when  on  the  following  morning,  the  bloody  field  was 
traversed,  he  was  found  yet  living,  and  to  the  satisfaction  and  joy 
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ofliis  friends,  hcfpes — ^faUacionsones^alaa! — ^were  entertaiiied  of  his 
recovery.  He  was  removed  to  the  village  of  Waterloo,  and  Lady 
DE  Lancet,  who  had  arrived  at  Brussels  a  week  before  the  battle, 
had  the  sad  consolation  to  attend  her  dying  hnsband,  who  expired 
six  days  after  the  battle*-a  martyr  probably  to  his  generous  dis- 
interestedness." 

His  &te  is  enshrined  in  the  verse  of  Sir  Walteb  Sgoxt,  f  xxl  of 
his  poem,  "  The  Field  of  Waterloo :" 

**  Period  of  lumor  as  of  woes, 
What  bright  careers  'twas  thine  to  dose  I— 
Marked  on  thy  roll  of  blood  what  names 
To  Biitain's  memory,  and  to  ITame's, 
Laid  there,  their  last  inmiortal  claims  1 
Tbon  saVst  in  seas  of  gore  expire 

Bedonbted  Picton's  soul  of  fire— 

•  •  •  •  m 

Be  Lanoet  change  Lov^s  Mdal  wrea^ 
Jbr  knireUfiwn  the  hand  of  deaih^ 

Ah  I  though  her  gnazdian  angel's  shield 
Fenced  Britain's  hero  through  the  field. 
Fate  not  the  less  her  power  made  known 
Throngh  his  friend's  hearts  to  pierce  his  own  !** 

The  second  son  of  Stephen  de  Lanoit,  Peteb  of  the  Millsy  like- 
wise filled  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  early  annals  of  New  York 
He  manried  Euzabbth,  daughter  of  the  distinguished  Colonial 
Grovanor,  Cadwaxladeb  Golden,  and  settled  upon  a  large  estate 
known  as  the  '<  Mills,'*  on  the  Bronx  River,  at  West  Farms,  West- 
chester County,  State  of  New  York.  He  became  the  ancestor  of 
that  branch  of  the  femily  known  as  the  "  Westchester  de  Lancets." 
Peter  de  Lancet  of  the  Mills,  Uke  all  the  rest  of  his  Loyal  £unily, 
siifTered  through  his  fidelity  to  principle. 

The  following  beautiful  lines  were  written  by  a  stranger,  an 
Englishman,  who  visited  the  old  de  Lancet  Manor,  in  Westchester 
County,  State  of  New  York,  about  fourteen  miles  firom  the  city  of 
New  York,  expecting  to  find  some  memorials  of  that  gsdlant, 
courtly,  and  eminent  race  still  existing.  But  alas!  in  the  same 
manner  that  war,  exUe,  confiscation  and  death,  had  smitten  and 
scattered  the  proud  owners,  so  had  flood  fire,  and  improvement  (?) 
laid  waste  or  altered  their  once  ornate  possessions.  A  pine,  tow- 
ering in  its  native  majesty,  alone  survived  to  mark  the  spot  where 
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■ 

onoe  a  flonrisliiiig  Loyal  fSunily  exhibited  its  stately  hospitalities 
or  enjoyed  the  sweets  of  a  home,  the  abode  of  prosperity  and 
ability.  A  contrast  so  marked,  between  the  past  and  present, 
moved  even  an  alien,  and  in  poetio  numbers  he  recorded  his  sym- 
pathy and  chronicled  the  desolation :" 

''.Where  gentle  Bronx,  clear  winding,  flows 

His  shadowing  hanks  hetween ; 
Where  blossom'd  bell  and  wilding  rose 

Adorn  the  brightest  green ; 
Memorial  of  the  fallen  great, 

Hie  rich  and  honor'd  line. 
Stands  high  in  solitary  state 

Db  Lai7cet'b  ancient  pine. 

**  There,  once  at  early  dawn  arrayed. 

The  roral  sports  to  lead. 
Hie  gallant  master  of  the  glade 

Bedeck'd  his  eager  steed ; 
And  once  the  lig^t-foot  maiden  came, 

In  loveliness  diyine, 
To  sculpture  with  the  dearest  name 

De  Lanoiey's  ancient  pine. 

«  And  now  the  stranger's  foot  explores 

Db  Lancet's  wide  domain, 
And  scarce  one  kindred  heart  restores 

His  memory  to  the  plain  ; 
And  JQSt  like  one  in  age  alone, 

The  last  of  all  his  line 
Bends  sadly  where  the  waters  moaii<^ 

Db  Lancbi's  ancient  pine. 

**  Oh  greatness !  o'er  thy  final  fall, 

The  feeling  heart  should  mourn, 
Nor  from  Ds  Lancet's  ancient  Hall 

With  cold  rejoicing  torn : 
No  I  no  I  the  gen'rous  stranger  stays 

When  ete's  calm  glories  shine. 
To  weep--«s  tells  of  other  days 

Db  Lancet's  ancient  pinei" 

Peter  db  Lancet's  eldest  danghter^  Alicb,  married  Ralph  Lsasd^ 
of  South  Carolina,  who  shone  as  a  patriot  and  a  statesman  in  oar 
Rerolutionary  struggle.  Their  son,  GBoaaB,  (set  down  as  Ralph, 
Junior,  in  the  family  tree)  Izabd,  rose  in  1814  to  the  rank  of  MajiM:^ 
General  in  the  United  States  Army,  which  he  entered  as  Lieuten- 
ant of  the  regiment  of  Artillerists  and  Engineers  in  1794.  This 
gallant  officer  experienced  the  same  &te  in  1814,  which  was  in- 
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tended  for  Tatlob  in  1846-7,  and  was  ezperienoed  by  Hooeeb 
before  Gettysburgh  in  1863.  He  had  just  completed  all  the  pre- 
parations to  which  is  dae  the  defeat  of  the  British  at  Plattsburg, 
in  1814y  when  he  was  superseded  by  Macomb,  just  as  Hooker  was 
superseded  by  Meade. 

Peter's  daughter,  Susanna,  married  Colonel  Thqmas  Barclat, 
B.  A.  His  son,  Jahes,  was  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Loyalists,  and 
died  in  exile.  Another  son,  Warren,  displayed  such  gallantry 
when  only  fifteen  years  old,  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  1776, 
that  he  was  made  a  Comet  of  the  17th  British  -light  Dragoons  at 
that  early  age. 

Jane,  fourth  daughter  of  Peter  i>e  Lancet  of  the  Mills,  married 
Hon.  John  Watts,  Junior,  then  Recorder  of  New  York,  afterwards 
founder  of  the  Leake  and  Watts  Orphan  House.  The  bridal  fes- 
tivities at  Union  Hill,  in  the  borough  of  Westchester,  on  the  eve- 
ning of  2d  October,  1775,  were  sufficiently  gay  td  receive  a  con- 
spicuous notice  in  the  "Gazetteer"  of  the « day.  These  were  the 
grand-parents  of  Major-Greneral  Philip  Kearnt.  This  John^  Waits 
will  be  referred  to  more  at  length  hereafter. 

Many  others  of  the  family  distinguished  themselves  in  official 
positions,  and  even  some  of  those  who  chose  a  military  career 
may  have  .been  omitted  in  this  notice.  Not  a  few  of  their  de- 
scendants served  with  honor  in  th  Union  ranks  during  the  last 
civil  war.  Three  great-grandchildren  of  this  pair,  brothers,  came 
out  of  the  struggle  with  the  U.  S.  brevets  of  Colonel  for  services,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  at  eighteen,  and  Major, 
at  nineteen. 

That  the  men  of  the  race  whose  blood  flowed  in  the  vdns  of 
Major-Generals  Stephen  Watts  Kearnt  and  Phiup  Kearnt  rose 
to  such  high  commands,  speaks  sufficiently  for  their  ability  and  fit- 
/  ness  for  the  profession  which  they  selected  and  in  which  they  shone. 
That  the  woniBn  of  that  same  raoe  chose  soldiers  for  their  partners, 
testifies  in  what  direction  their  predilections  ran.  Their  children 
were  worthy  of  their  mothers;  those  mothers  ^^ worthy  to  bear 
men." 

Major-General  Philip  Kearnt  had  a  double  portion  of  this  blood, 
through  his  grandmother  and  great-grandmother. 

Will  any  one  deny  that  his  career  was  worthy  of  the  most 
giorioufl  of  his  ancestry? 


CHAPTERII. 

THB  KEAKNT  AND  WATTS  FAMILIBS  AKD  TBEOL  CONNSCTIONS. 

**  An  affectionate  regard  for  the  memory  of  our  forefathers  ie  natural  to  the  heart ;  it  is 
an  emotion  totally  distinct  from  pride.  •  •  •  They  are  denied,  it  is  tme,  to 
onr  personal  acquaintance,  but  the  light  they  shed  during  their  Uvea  aurviyes  within  their 
tombs,  and  will  reward  our  search,  if  we  explore  them.  If  the  virtuea  of  strangers  be  so 
attractiye  to  us,  how  inflnitely  more  so  should  be  those  of  onr  own  kindred;  and  with 
what  additional  energy  should  the  precepts  of  our  parents  influence  us,  when  we  trace  the 
transmission  of  those  precepts  from  father  to  son  through  suooessiTe  generations,  each 
bearing  testimony  of  a  yirtuoua,  useful,  and  honorable  life  to  their  truth  and  influence.** 

As  EABLT  as  1716  we  find  a  Ejbabnt  setded  in  Monmouth  county, 
New  Jersey.  He  came  from  Ireland,  and  was  a  man  of  note.  His 
son,  Philip  Keabnt,  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  who  died  25th  of  July, 
1775,  a  little  less  than  a  year  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
One  of  his  sons,  FitANas,  entered  the  Royal  service,  and  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  corps  of  Colonel  Beverly  Bobikson,  known  as  the  Loyal 
American  Regiment  of  New  York.  In  1782  he  appears  as  a  Major 
in  Allen's  Corps  of  Pennsylvania  Royalists.  He  rose  to  a  Lieuten- 
antrColonelcy,  went  to  Ireland  after  the  war,  married,  and  would  seem 
to  have  settled  and  died  thera  This  fiunily  were  very  particular 
about  tlie  spelling  of  their  name,  and  if  such  a  thing  were  possible, 
the  General  would  turn  in  his  grave  with  indignation  if  he  knew 
that  his  name  was  written  and  printed  with  twoE's,  JTearnEy, 
instead  of  £*«  a  rn  y. 

Philip  Keabnt,  the  son  of  the  first  Phujp,  ^'  removed  to  Newark, 
and  left  children,  whose  descendants  are  set  down  as  living  in  New 
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York."  He  was  the  grandfather  of  Brevet  Major-General  Stephen 
Watts  Keabnt,  U.  S.  Army,  and  of  Philip,  the  father  of  Major- 
General  Phtltp  Eeabnt,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  the  patriot,  martyr, 
and  subject  of  this  biography. 

Stephen  Watts  Keabnt  was  a  student  of  Columbia  College,  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  1812,  and  would  hare  graduated  in  the 
Bunmier  of  that  year.  As  soon,  however,  as  it  became  a  certamty 
that  war  must  ensue  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
he  applied  for  and  obtained  a  conmiission  in  the  TJ.  S.  Army.  On 
the  12th  of  March,  1812,  while  still  in  his  eighteenth  year,  he  was 
appointed  fr<ym  New  York  1st  Lieutenant  in  the  13th  U.  S.  Infan- 
try.* He  distinguished  himself  particularly  in  storming  a  British 
battery,  and  throughout  the  assault  on  Queenstown  Heights,  18th 
October,  1812.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chbishe,  commanding  his  regi- 
ment, himself  wounded  in  this  action,  presented  young  Keabny  with 
his  sword  on  the  field  of  b&ttle  for  th«  cool  and  determined  manner 
with  which  he  executed  the  connnand  which  devolved  upon  hiin.  A 
companion  in  arms  states  that  as  '^  1st  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Oon^ 
vie's  company,  he  (S.  W.  K)  enjoyed,  at  an  early  age,  the  character 
of  high  promise  his  after  years  developed  He  was  made  prisoner 
on  this  occasion,  and  sent  to  Quebec,*'  and  was  long  detained  in  cap- 
tivity. He  became  Captain  in  April,  1813,  Brevet-Major  in  April, 
1823,  and  Major  in  May,  1829.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Ist 
IJ.  S.  Dragoons,  he  was  appointed  their  Lieutenant-Colonel,  4th 
March,  1833,  and  Colonel,  4th  July,  1836.  On  the  80th  June,  1846, 
he  was  commissioned  Brigadier-General,  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  West,  and  made  the  conquest  of  the  Province  of 
New  Mexico.  He  received  the  Brevet  of  Major-General,  United 
States  Army,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  New  Mexico 
and  California^  to  date  from  the  battle  of  San  Pascual,  6th  Decem- 
ber, 1846,  in  which  he  was  twice  wounded.  He  commanded  the 
combined  force,  consisting  of  detachments  of  sailors  and  of  marines 
and  of  dragoons,  in  the  battles  of  San  Gabriel  and  Plains  of  Mesa, 
8th  and  9th  of  January,  1847,.  and  was  Governor  of  California  from 
the  date  of  his  proclamation,  1st  March,  1847,  down  to  June  of  the 
same  year.  On  the  dlst  October,  1848,  he  fell  a  victim  at  Vera 
Cruz  to  illness  contracted  in  the  course  of  his  arduous  service  during 
the  Mexican  war.  Like  his  nephew,  Major-General  Philip  Eeabnt, 
he  died  for  his  country. 

The  General's  brother,  Abchibaid  Hsboxedx  EeabnTi  who  died 
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Ist  July,  1868,  in  New  York  city,  aged  83,  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
n.  S.  Navy  diuring  the  war  of  1812,  15.  He  commanded  a  division 
of  gunboats  stationed  in  the  Lower  Bay  for  the  protection  of  New 
York  harbor. 

Commodore  Lawbence  Keabnt,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  a  second  cousin 
of  the  preceding  and  third  cousin  of  his  nephew,  Major-General 
Phiup  Keabnt. 

PHILIP  KEARNY,  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch,  who 
fell  a  Division  Commander  at  Chantilly,  1st  September,  1862,  was 
bom,  according  to  the  majority  of  accounts,  the  2d  of  June,  1815 — 
his  brother-in-law,  whose  wife,  Susan  Keasnt,  had  the  Family  Bible, 
says  the  1st  June,  1814,  which  collateral  circumstances  would  go  to 
prove  was  the  correct  date — at  No.  3  Broadway,  in  tihe  First  Ward 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  which,  together  with  the  adjoining  building, 
No.  1,  was  formerly  owned  by  his  great  uncle,  Hon.  Archibald 
Kennedy,  then  Captain,  B.  N.,  who  married  Miss  Anne  Wattsi 
eldest  sister  of  Hon  John  Watts,  Jr.,  who  purchased,  in  1792,  sub- 
sequently lived  and  died  in  No.  8. 

No.  1  Broadway  was  buUt  by  this  Captain  Kennedy,  and  stood 
next  to  the  glacis  of  Fort  George.  It  was  an  elegant  mansion,  and 
only  rivaled  by  one  other  in  tihe  city,  that  of  Hon.  Whjliam  Wal- 
ton, Esq.,  in  Queen  Street^  now  Franklin  Square,  who  married 
Maria  de  Lancet,  niece  of  the  first  John  Watts  and  cousin  of  the 
second.  Mr.  Walton's  affluence,  and  generous  entertainment  of  the 
British  officers,  led  to  the  taxation  of  the  colonies,  and  eventually  to 
the  Revolution.  While  the  British  held  New  York,  the  first  story 
of  No.  3  served  as  a  Post  Office,  the  slits  remaining  evident  in  the 
doors  down  to  1836.  The  company-rooms,  lofty  and  spacious,  were 
in  the  second  story.  When  public  entertainments  were  given,  these 
latter  were  connected  with  the  grand  apartments  in  No.  1  by  a  stair- 
case and  bridge.  These  two  buildings  were  among  the  very  &w 
that  escaped  tiie  great  fires  of  1776  and  1778. 

Hon.  John  Watts,  Junior,  maternal  grandfather  of  Major-Gren- 
eral  Philip  Kearny,  was  a  man  more  ennobled  by  his  generosity 
and  benevolence  than  he  could  have  been  by  any  hereditary  titles  or 
honors.  He  founded  and  endowed  the  Leake  and  Watts'  Orphan 
House,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  one  of  the  noblest  and  purest  acts 
of  benevolence,  taking  into  consideration  all  the  facts  connected  with 
its  endowment,  in  the  whole  list  of  our  country's  elemosynary  insti- 
tutions.   In  regard  to  this,  a  reader  will  pardon  the  quotation  firom 
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a  speech,  at  one  of  the  Anniversary  Meetings :  "  There  is  yet  another 
whose  name  we  are  accustomed  to  associate  with  that  of  John  6. 
Leake,  and  who  deserves  no  less  our  admiration  and  our  gratitude. 
Had  he  been  less  magnanimous,  less  generous  than  he  was,  this 
„  happy  home,  these  invaluable  privileges,  would  not  have  been  ours. 
Through  an  informality  in  the  will,  the  money  devoted  to  the  erec- 
tion and  support  of  this  institution  might  have  become  the  property 
of  John  Watts.  His  it  was  by  inheritance  and  undisputed  right 
But  he  was  one  of  those  men  whose  heart  extent  of  riches  cannot 
narrow  or  degrade-7-who  retain,  amid  the  luxuries  and  opulence  of 
fashionable  life,  noble  and  generous  influences.  He  knew  that  his 
claim  to  this  property  was  unconte^jted ;  yet  without  reluctance,  he 
yielded  it  to  fulfil  the  benevolent  intentions  of  its  donor.  Leaks 
and  Watts — their  names  are  fitly  associated,  and  worthy  of  being 
transmitted  to  the  latest  posterity.  The  rare  benevolence  of  the 
one,  the  stern  integrity  of  the  other,  are  qualities  which  the  Philan- 
thropist and  Christian  will  delight  to  contemplate,  and  which  all  will 
unite  to  admire.  They  stand  out  in  prominent  relief,  in  a  depraved 
and  sordid  age,  in  evidence  that  there  are  always  spirits  which 
delight  to  bless  and  ii^prove  their  race." 

This  Orphan  House  is  at  once  a  magnificent  monument  to  Johk 
Watts,  the  actual  donor  of  its  funds,  and — through  the  designation 
he  modestly  and  honorably  gave  it,  sharing  the  honor  by  placing  his 
own  name  second  to  that  of  anothers  in  the  title — a  memorial  of  his 
bosom  friend  and  connection,  fi:om  whom  the  money  was  originally 
derived.  It  is  also  a  witness  of  Mr.  Watts'  sorrows,  cdnce  the  pro- 
perty came  to  him  through  his  finest  son,  Robert,  who  scarcely 
lived  long  enough  to  acquire  legal  possession  of  it^  and  died  before 
he  had  the  opportunity  of  enjoying  this  magnificent  bequest  .of  the 
brother-in-law  of  his.  great-aunt^  Mabgaret  Watts  (married  to 
Major  Robert  William  Leake*  of  the  British  Army),  and  the  firiend 
and  fellow  student  of  his  father. 

This  Mr.  Watts  was  a  man  as  remarkable  for  his  manly  charac-  . 
ter  as  for  his  generosity.    He  was  full  of  ^^  saving,  common-sense,'* 
^'  that  most  uncommon  kind  of  sense."    In  his  &mous  '^  Thoughts," 

*  Robert  Leaeb,  the  father  of  Major  Robbbt  Williax  Leak»,  was  an  officer  who 
ha^  seen  much  and  Taxied  service.  He  was  wounded  and  maimed  in  the  battle  of  Dettin- 
gen,  in  1748,  where  his  horsft  was  shot  nnder  him,  and  he  was  engaged  at  Cnlloden,  on  tho 
Royal  side,  in  1746.  His  loyalty  was  rewarded  with  the  post  of  Commissary-Qeneral  to 
the  forces  in  North  America,  and  in  1757  ho  was  acting  aa  Gommiaaary  General  to  tht 
army  commanded  by  the  ill-fated  Braddodc 


QXOGRAPHT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  PHILIP  EEARNT.  81 

m 

Pascal,  the  deepest  of  thinkers,  and  acatest  of  mathematical  rea- 
soners,  whose  scientific  development  of  the  proofs  of  Christianity, 
or  rather  the  demonstration  of  its  truths,  is  marvelous  in  its  clear- 
ness and  resultiveness,  declares  ^'common  sense  is  superior  to 
genius.'*  Besides  being  possessed  of  such  admirable  judgment,  he 
was  a  man  of  iron  will,  and,  with  his  keen  activity  of  mind  and  body, 
out. of  place  under  the  new  order  of  things,  since  he  could  not  stoop 
to  court  popularity,  as  public  men  are  compelled  to  cringe  and  bow 
to  obtain  it  in  these  days.  Nevertheless,  although  he  shrunk  from 
office,  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  several  positions  of  dignity  and  im- 
portance. 

He  was  the  last  Royal  Recorder  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  was 
a  Member  of  Congress  in  1793~'5 ;  was  thrice  unanimously  elected 
Speaker  of  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th  Sessions  of  the  New  York 
Legislature— January,  1791,  January,  1792,  and  November,  1792 
— and  was  Judge  of  Westchester  county,  1802-'8,  etc.  Disgusted 
at  the  measures  resorted  to  by  his  political  opponents — ^measures 
founded  on  hereditary  antagonism  which  has  outlived  the  com-, 
petitors — ^he  withdrew  from  public  life,  as  he  deemed  nd  position 
worthy  an  honest  man's  efforts  which  compelled  him  to  pander  to 
the  meanest  prejudices  of  the  mob  to  win  th^ir  votes.  Thencefor- 
ward his  attention  was  devoted  to  the  care  of  his  large  estate  an^ 
the  vast  interests  confided  to  him. 

Young  Philip  Ejsarnt  inherited  a  great  many  of  the  peculiari- 
ties of  his  grand£ither,  hik  generosity,  energy,  determination,  love 
of  horses,  and  wonderfrd  horsemanship,  for  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven,  when  most  old  men  are  incapable  of  any  exertion,  Hon. 
John  Watts  was  not  only  a  splendid,  but  a  venturesome,  rider. 
^  Upon  pne  occasion  a  horse-dealer  brought  him  an  animal  to  try, 
w^ch  turned  out  to  be  a  violent  and  unbroken  colt,  which  sprang 
into  the  air,  rearing  and  plunging  as  soon  as  Mr.  Watis  was  in  the 
saddle.  Through  all  its  struggles  he  sat  unmoved,  and  when  the 
animal  had  become  quiet,  dismounted  as  calmly  as  if  nothing  had 
occurred. 

When  a  boy,  young  Phil  Eeaunt  was  a  reckless  rider  and  a 
perfect  horse-killer.  He  rode  just  as  fearlessly  over  the  worst  as 
over  the  best  roads.  Upon  one  occasion,  often  adverted  to  in  the 
&mily,  while  quite  a  little  chap,  eight  or  nine»  years  old,  he  fright- 
ened his  &ther  almost  to  death,  galloping  his  horse  furiously  for 
miles  over  an  old  corduroy  road  full  of  holes  and  inequalities.     It 
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mnst  have  been  an  extraordinary  feat  and  escape,  sin^e  it  was 
often  referred  to  by  men  who  were  too  bold  riders  themselyes  to 
dwell  upon  anything  whioh  was  not  something  astonishing  in  its 
display  of  daring. 

Neither  Philip  Ejsabkt,  father  nor  son,  were  residents  or  citizens 
of  New  Jersey,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word.  The  father  inherited 
a  country  house  near  Newark,  but  his  home  was  in  New  York. 
About  the  year  1820  he  had  a  house  at  Greenwich,  on  the  North 
River,  about  the  foot  of  the  present  West  Twentieth  street  Gren- 
eral  Kbabny's  mother,  Susan  Watts,  at  that  time,  was  in  very  deli- 
cate health.  She  was  a  lovely  character,  and  a  charming,  handsome 
woman.  She  died  while  the  General  was  still  quite  young.  About 
1827,  Philip  Eeabnt,  Senior,  lived  on  the  east  side  of  Broadway, 
nearly  opposite  to  Morris  street,  then  called  Little  Beaver  Street  or 
Beaver  Lane.  His  n^hew,  who  furnishes  the  facts,  thinks  that 
Mrs.  Eeabnt  died  here,  but  she  must  have  died  long  before  this, 
for  the  writer,  who  can  recall  facts  and  &ces  £3trther  back  than  that 
date,  has  no  recollection  of  her.* 

At  one  time  it  is  likely  the  Keabnt  &mily  lived  in  Greenwich 
street,  just  in  the  rear  of  No.  3  Broadway,  doubtless  on  made  lots, 
part  of  the  river  front  belonging  to  the  Watts'  property,  whose 
garden  extended  ori^nally  to  the  river.  In  fact,  the  waves  at  high 
tide  and  during  a  stonn  broke  over  an  extension  of  the  back  piazasa, 
thrust  out  to  the  west  like  the  stem  of  a  ±,  about  midway  the 
present  block,  between  Broadway  and  Greenwich  streets. 

While  Phil  E^eabi^  was  still  in  college,  his  grandfather,  seeing 
}pB  inclination  for  the  army,  offered  to  secm-e  to  him  $1,500  a  year, 
a  very  handsome  allowance  *in  those  days  for  a  young  man,  if  he 
would  study  for  the  ministry.  "  Mr.  Watts  thought*the  ministers 
had  a  good,  safe  time,''  and  as  he  had  lost  all  his  sons,  he  did  not 
wish  the  eldest  of  his  only  two  grandsons  to  be  exposed  to  the  vids- 
situdes  of  a  career  which  had  cost  him  the  most  brilliant  of  his  own 
sons,  George.  Phil  E^eaant  declined  his  grandfather's  liberal 
offer,  and  as  he  was  compelled  to  choose  a  civil  profession,  selected, 
much  against  his  will,  the  Law,  and  fulfilled  the  usual  course  in  the 
office  of  the  Hon.  Peter  Augustus  Jay. 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  that  one  of  the  most  dashing  officers  that 
ever  lived  came  very  near  being  made  a  clergyman.     The  same 

**«  She  died  in  March  18S3."   aH.E.forB.K.   Jnlyll^ises. 
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thing  OGcnrred  with  regard  to  Hooeeb,  who  was  destined  by  his 
£ither  for  the  Church.  A  sti'ange  coincidence  that  ^'  Fighting  Joe" 
and  "Fighting  Phil"  soldiers  born,  generals  by  instinct,  copi- 
manders  of  rival  divisions  in  the  same  corps,  narrowly  escaped  an 
exchange  of  the  nniform  of  the  army  for  the  robes  of  the  Chm*ch- 
militant  Hookeb  often  alludes  with  humor  to  the  overthrow  of 
his  father's  cherished  plans,  when  he  received  his  appointment  as  a 
,Cadet  to  prepare  himself  for  the  saddle  instead  of  the  pulpit 

Having  alluded  to  Geobge  Watts,  this  would  seem  to  be  an 
appropriate  place  for  presenting  a  sketch  of  this  distinguished 
officer,  who  was  a  perfect  type  in  everything,  form,  feature,  dispo- 
sition, mind  and  service,  of  his  nephew.  General  Philip  Keaknt, 
like  him  destined  a  generation  afterwards  to  fill  his  place  as  Aid  to 
General  Scott,  and  serve  with  him  in  another  war  equally  glorious 
to  both. 

On  the  18th  March,  1813,  he  was  appointed  from  New  York 
Third  Lieutenant  of  the  Ist  U.  S.  Light  Dragoons,  and  promoted 
to  a  Second  Lieutenancy  13  th  August,  the  same  year.  Shortly 
afterwards  General  Scott  selected  him  as  an  aid-de-camp,  and  as 
such  he  acted  in  the  campaign  of  1814.  He  was  breveted  First 
Lieutenant  for  ^'  gallantry  and  distinguished  service  in  the  battie  of 
Chippewa,  5th  July,  1814,  and  for  distinguished  service  in  Bbown*s 
Sortie  from  Fort  Erie."  When  the  cavalry  was  reduced  after  the 
war,  he  was  retained,  May,  1815,  in  the  1st  United  States  Lifrmtry, 
but  being  a  "  horseback-man  "  by  nature,  he  could  not  stand  the 
pedestrian  service,  and  resigned  the  15th  January,  1816. 

The  following  conversation,  had  with  Lieut^ant-General  Scott 
15th  April,  1865,  taken  down  at  the  time,  afterwards  submitted  to 
and  approved  by  him,  is  all-sufficient  testimony  of  that  distinguished 
General's  estimate  of  his  two  aids-de<camp,  uncle  and  nephew,  who 
not  only  looked  alike,  but  were  alike.in  every  quality  which  makes 
.  and  adorns  a  soldier : 

"Lieutenant  George  Watts,  of  the  United  States  Dragoons, 
Major,  by  courtesy,  was  my  aid-de-camp  during  the  campaign  of 
1814.  He  was  of  a  veiy  affectionate  nature,  and  a  very  brave 
man — ^it  might  be  said  the  bravest  of  the  brave.  He  looked  very 
like  Philip  £[£abnt,  his  nephew,  likewise,  subsequenti/,  my  aid-de- 
camp. If  one  man  is  more  brave  than  another,  Philip  Keabnt  was 
that  man.  He  was  the  bravest  man  I  ever  knew,  and  a  perfect 
soldier. 
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'^lieutenant  Geobgb  Watts,  my  Aid,  saved  my  life  on  the 
morning  before  the  battle  of  Chippewa.  The  eircomstanoes  are 
as  follows:  At  the  month  of  Street's  Creek,  which  empties 
into  the  Niagara  River,  immediately  adjacent  to  the  battle-field 
of  July  5th,  stood  a  honse  occupied  by  a  Mrs.  Stheet.  As  there 
were  no  males  belonging  to  her  family,  she  had  applied  to  me 
for  protection,  and  I  had  given  her  a  safe-guard,  which  was 
perfectly  respected,  and  she  made  money  by  selling  milk  and  differ- 
ent articles  to  the  American  troops.  She  invited  me  to  breakfast 
with  her,  and  I  accepted  the  invitation.  I  had  just  prepared  my 
first  cup  of  coffee,  and  was  about  to  raise  it  to  my  mouth,  when  I 
experienced  the  truth  of  the  proverb,  that '  There  is  many  a  slip 
'twixt  the  cup  and  the  lip.*  My  Aid,  George  Watts,  perspiring 
very  freely,  had  risen  firom  the  table  and  stepped  across  the  room 
to  another  table,  near  the  window,  to  get  his  pocket-handkerchief 
out  of  his  dragoon  helmet,  or  casque,  which  he  had  previously 
placed  there.  My  cocked-hat  lay  upon  the  same  table,  and  I  lost  it 
in  consequence.  Looking  out  of  the  window,  he  turned  to  me  and 
said,  quietly  but  significantly,  Mn  three  minutes  the  house  will  be 
surrounded  by  Indians.'  I  set  down  my  untasted  coffee,  rushed 
from  the  room,  cleared  the  piazza  and  steps  with  one  bound,  and 
ran  '  like  a  man'  for  the  bridge  which  communicated  with  our  own 
side  of  the  stream.  Thus,  George  Watts,  by  his  promptness,  saved 
my  life,  for  the  whole  thing  had  been  arranged  by  Mrs.  Street  with 
the  intention  of  murdering  and  scalping  ma  She  had  given  the 
signal  by  waving  something  from  the  house  as  soon  as  we  had  sat 
down  to  break&st 

^'The  same  night  after  my  victory  at  Chippewa,  I  made  Mrs. 
Street's  house  our  hospital,  and  its  rooms  and  the  court-yard,  in 
which  I  had  caused  tents  to  be  pitched,  were  filled  with  our  wounded. 
When  I  visited  the  house  I  fo^nd  the  treacherous  woman  and  her 
daughter,  a  very  pretty  person,  engaged  in  attending  to  the  wants 
of  the  wounded  British  officers  in  the  second  story.  I  saw  the  lat- 
ter carrying  refreshments  to  a  wounded  British  officer  to  whom  she 
was  engaged  to  be  married.  As  she  had  been  moving  through  the 
rooms  filled  with  blood  from  injuries  and  amputations,  her  dress  was 
completely  drenched  to  the  knee.  Both  mother  and  daughter 
avoided  catching  my  eye,  and  I  avoided  any  attempt  to  make  them 
catch  mine ;  for  they  were  women,  and,  as  such,  I  could  not  feel  ven- 
geance, although  they  had  attempted  to  compass  my  death.    As  I 
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said  before,  upon  this  occasion  I  owed  my  life  to  Lientenant 
Watts." 

That  affectionate  remembrance  of  his  aids  had  not  warped  his 
judgment  in  after  years  is  proved  by  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  him 
to  General  Bbown,  dated  Queenstown,  Upper  Canada,  15th  July 
1814.  ' 


.  i 


"  I  cannot  dose  this  account  of  meritorious  conduct  without  men  - 
tiomng  the  great  services  rendered  me  by  those  two  gallant  young 
soldiers,  Lieutenants  Worth  and  Watts,  my  aids.  There  was  no 
danger  they  did  not  cheerfully  encounter  in  communicating  my 
orders,  and  by  their  zeal  and  intrepidity  won  the  admiration,  as  they 
had  before  the  esteem,  of  the  whole  brigade.  They  both  rendered 
essential  services  at  critical  moments  by  assisting  the  commandants 
of  corps  in  forming  the  troops  under  droumstances  which  precluded 
the  voice  from  being  heard.  Their  conduct  has  been  handsomely 
acknowledged  by  the  officers  of  the  line,  who  have  joined  in  request- 
ing that  it  might  be  particolarly  noticed. 

(Signed)  W.  Scott.** 

His  opinion  of  Ejbabnt  has  been  too  often  expressed  in  offic&d 
reports,  conversation  and  letters,  to  need  any  repetition  here. 

Bobbbt  Watts,  the  eldest  brother,  living,  of  Geobgb,  the  dra- 
goon,  entered  the  United  States  Army  dlst  July,  1818,  as  Captain 
in  the  41st  Regiment  of  Infimtry ;  but  none  of  the  &mily  seem  to 
have  taken  kindly  to  £>ot  service,  and  he  resigned  in  the  same  year. 
He  was  afterwards  a  Major  of  Volunteer  Cavalry  during  the  wat  of 
1812-15.    Thrown  from  his  horse  in  the  execution  of  a  rapid  move- 
ment, his  whole  oommand  in  column  rode  over  him  at  speed,  yet, 
strange  to  say,  when  picked  up  not  a  horse's  hoof  had  toudied  him; 
General  Scott  spoke  of  him  as  a  remarkably  handsome  man.    He 
is  still  remembered  by  his  cotemporaries  as  the  handsomest  man  of 
his  day  in  the  dty  of  New  York;  and  one  who  had  l^e  opportonity 
to  know  him  by  long  experience,  declared  that  he  possessed  a  per* 
&ct  temper,  like  his  aunt,  Lady  Makt  (Watts)  Johnsok,  whose 
playfiil  bomor  exhilarated  the  whole  household." 


\ 
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IHE  SPttlKaTIDE  OF  YOUTH. 


"  Sometimes  forgotten  thlags.  lon^  cast  behiad, 
Biuh  forward  on  the  brain  and  come  to  mind.**— DszsMIU 

**  He  waa  a  lovely  yoEth,—!  gneaa 
The  panther  In  the  wildenieae 

Waa  not  so  fair  as  he  I"— WoBoevoBTB. 

• 

**  When  a  yoonl^er  np  I  grew. 
Saw  one  day  a  grand  review, 
Colon  flying,  set  me  dying 
To  embark  in  life  so  new."— Old  Boho. 

Whilb  the  E^EABNT  family  lived  in  Broadway  opposite  Moiris 
street^  young  Phil  Kbaknt  was  a  pnpil  at  Ufford's  school,  on  the 
west  side  of  Broadway,  on  the  comer  of  Cedar  street  At  that 
time  he  was  very  fond  of  drawing  pictures  of  soldiers  and  designs 
of  armies  on  .his  slate.  Sometimes  he  condescended  to  caricatures 
of  Mr.  Ufford  and  his  school-fellows.  He  always  had  a  great  talent 
for  drawing,  and  sometimes  he  drew  well,  that  is,  whatever  was 
connected  with  military  matters  or  horses.  Some  of  his  sketches 
of  soldiers  possessed  considerable  merit.  If  memory  serves,  he 
produced  equestrian  groups  which  were  spirited. 

Phiup  E^eabnt  was  never  a  very  strong  or  robust  boy,  nor  given 
to  any  violent  exercise,  except  riding  on  horseback.  In  the  sad- 
dle he  made  up  for  his  ordinary  quietness  of  demeanor.  When- 
ever he  could  get  a  horse  he  rode  furiously,  in  fact  he  was  a  regu- 
lar horse-killer. 

What  he  was  in  early  years  is  clearly  depictedxin  a  letter  of  the 
Bev.  ]>r.  Ogilbt,  who  officiated  with  so  much  eloquence  and  feel- 
ing at  the  floral  decoration  of  his  grave,  in  Trinity  churchyard, 
,  New  York  city,  by  the  members  of  Post  Phil  E[babkt,  No.  8,, 
Q.  A.  R,  of  the  Department  of  New  York,  on  Sunday,  1st  June, 
1868 : 

"  In  my  boyhood  we  were  neighbors,  and,  at  times,  playmates. 

My  reooUection  of  him  is  that  of  a  mild  and  gentle  boy,  whose 

as 
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dark  eye  was  dis'tingaished  rather  for  softness  than  for  that  fire 
which  kindled  it  in  later  life.  I  remember,  when  I  heard  of  his 
conspicaoos  gallantry  in  the  Mexican  war,  I  was  astonished,  and 
said  to  myself,  *  Can  this  be  the  gentle  boy  of  my  early  remem- 
brance f  I  never  met  him  afterwards  until  we  were  brought  to- 
gether by  the  hand  of  death.  In  the  midst  of  the  war  he  came 
fi-om  the  thickest  of  the  fight  to  bury  a  child  who  had  been  strick- 
en down  in  the  apparent  security  of  a  peaceful  home.  Such  is  our 
mortal  life  I  I  offipiated  at  the  fimeral  of  the  child,  over  the  same 
grave  upon  which  the  flowers  were  so  soon  strewn  upon  the  dust 
and  aahes  of  the  father." 

At  a  later  date  he  was  sent  to  Round  Hill  School^  at  North- 
ampton, Mass. ,  the  noted  institution  kept  by  Dr.  Joseph  G.  Cogswell, 
afterwards  the  world-wide  known  Superintendent  and  Organizer  of 
the  Astor  Library,  and  Mr.  George  Bancroft,  now  Minister  fi*om 
the  United  States  to  the  North  Geiinan  Confederation,  the  Ameri- 
can historical  writer.  Dr.  Cogswell  'seems  to  recollect  him  well 
while  under  his  charge.  "  In  answer  to  your  inquiries  about  Major- 
General  Phhjp  Kearny,  while  a  youth  at  Round  Hill  School,"  he 
replies,  "  I  can  only  say  that  he  then  evinced  none  of  the  military 
spirit  which  in  after  life  marked  his  career  with  such  a  halo  of 
glory.  He  was  remarkable  for  his  gentle  and  amiable  character, 
his  great  docility,  faithful  observance  of  the  school  regulations  and 
for  his  devotion  to  his  studies.  He  took  high  rank  as  a  scholar, 
and  was  greatly  beloved  as  a  pupil.  When  the  school  was  opened  at 
Cold  Springy  by  Dr.  Beck  and  Mi*.  Watson,  and  he  left  Round  Hill 
and  became  a  pupil  of  it,  it  may  be  that  a  military  spirit  was 
already  stirring  within  him,  and  on  that  account  he  wished  to  be  near 
West  Point  ;*  or  that,  being  so  near  that  great  nursery  of  military 
heroes,  he  there  caught  the  spirit  which  became  bis  passion  and 
made  him  one  of  the  bravest  and  greatest  of  our  grand  cap- 
tains." 

At  the  raggestion  of  Dr.  Joseph  G.  Cogswell,  certain  qnestioiu  were  ad- 
dressed  to  the  Reverend  John  Lee  WATBON  in  regard  to  the  school-boj  career 
of  General  EsABMT  after  he  left  Bound  Hill,  Northampton,  Mass.  To  the 
kindness  of  that  gentleman  is  dne  the  following  statement,  which  is  yety  interest- 
ing, although  Mr.  Watson  falls  into  a  general  error  in  .rcigard  to  Kkabkt'S 


•  This  opinion  of  the  ezeellent  Doctor  is  mere  snrmlse ;  West  Point  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Philip  Kiabht  or  Ills  merits. 
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erer  haying  been  a  cadet*  Eeabsty  was  placed  at  the  Fbilipetown  echool  in 
May,  1830.  He  entered  Colnmbia  College  aa  a  Sopbomoie,  in  the  fall  of  that 
year. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  the  latent  militazy  element  in  Keabnt'r  structure 
was  kindled  by  the  **  blare  of  bugle  and  roll  of  drum ''  from  across  the  river, 
just  as  the  same  martial  notes  rouse  up  the  Oadets  to  their  daily  routine  of  drill 
and  study.  Doubtless  his  martial  instincts  responded  to  the  daiion's  call,  just 
as  Abthub's  '^war-horse  neighed  as  at  a  friend*s  Toice/'  when 

**  Far  off  a  soUtaiy  trumpet  blew.** 

This  and  no  more.  Thus  much  justice  must  concede,  and  truth  then  refuse  to 
allow  any  more.  It  is  much  more  reasonable  to  beUere  that  General  Soott  sad 
the  other  officers  visiting  the  Philipstown  school,  attracted  by  his  family  resem- 
blance, spoke  to  Keabnt  of  those  gallant  spirits  of  his  race  who  had  shone  or  stiU 
were  shining  in  arms,  whereupon  feelings  kindred  to  theirs  awoke  to  life  in  the  boy's 
mind,  feelings  like  germs  buried  in  the  earth,  which  only  required  acddent  and 
light  to  germinate,  grow,  flower,  and  fruit  in  great  deeds. 

Philip  Kbabnt  came  to  oursdiool  at  Philipstown,  inthe  BQgfalands,  in  May, 
1830,  with  the  intention  of  preparing  himself  for  admission  to  Columbia  College, 
New  York,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  his  friends.  For  a  time  he  pursued 
his  classical  studies  with  great  diligence,  and  gaye  much  encoxuagement  as  to  his 
future  progress.  But  it  soon  became  evident  that  all  his  own  inclinations  tended 
towards  a  military  education.  The  Academy  at  West  Point,  with  all  its  animat- 
ing sights  and  sounds,  was  constantly  before  his  eyes ;  several  of  his  sdiool-fel- 
lows  were  preparing  for  examination  as  Cadets ;  an  officer  of  the  Academy  came 
over  eveiy  day  to  instruct  our  pupUs  in  Mathematics ;  there  was  considerable  in- 
tercourse between  the  officers  of  the  Academy  and  ourselves,  and  also  between  the 
pupils  who  had  relatives  on  either  side ;  and,  besides  that.  Colonel  Tuayeb  and 
General  Soott,  both  of  whom  had  relatives  under  our  care,  visited  our  school  at 
stated  periods.  All  these  drcumstanoes  combined  to  fill  the  mind  of  Keabnt 
with  a  strong  desire,  or  rather  with  a  perfect  passion  for  a  military  education; 
and  at  last  he  came  and  told  us  that  ''he  coidd  not  see  his  way  to  study  for 
College  any  longer ;  that  he  never  should  be  good  for  anything  unless  he  went 
to  West  Point,  and  that  he  would  thank  us  very  much  if  we  would  inform  his 
friends  of  the  state  of  the  case."  Accordingly  we  advised  his  Mends  that  it 
would  not  be  wise  or  prudent  to  thwart  his  inclinations. 

During  the  short  time  that  Keabny  was  with  us  we  became  veiy  much  at- 
tached to  him.  In  his  conduct  and  character  as  a  boy,  the  often-quoted  line  of 
WoBDBWOBTH  scems  peculj^y  to  apply  to  him,  ^^  The  boy  was  father  to  the 
man."  Such  as  he  was  with  us  and  among  his  schoolmates,  he  continued  to  be  in 
after  lifein  his  brilUant  career  as  an  officer  of  our  gallant  army*  He  was  bold 
and  daring  even  to  recklessness ;  fond  of  all  manly  sports ;  the  best  gjrmnast  in 
the  school;  an  excellent  horseman,  and  an  indefiUagable  pedestrian.    He  waa 


*  **WBrPoaiT,Jiilya0th,188B--GeneraIKaASinr  never  WM  fttWeat  Point  Ma  cadet  Ibavo 
had  tibe  reeord  of  thoie  who  hare  leported  here  T*mi«^<t  Tiii«  is  a  oomplete  r^oord.  I  am 
pofltlTe  he  never  wm  hoote.**  A*  &  Wn  Br€9.  Miai^4hn^  U.  &  A. 
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• 

alvrnys  obedient  and  respedfnl  to  hu  instracton,  and  entirely-  Bubmissiye  to  an- 
thorily.  As  to  the  state  of  his  moral  or  religions  character,  at  that  time,  I  do 
nol^now  feel  myself  competent  to  express  any  opinion.     •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  heUeve  that  this  comprises  all  my  recollections  of  '*  the  boyhood  of  Philip 
Keabkt."  While  I  was  Hector  of  Grace  Chnrch,  Newark,  New  Jersey,  (from 
about  1846  to  1854,)  I  frequently  met  him,  and  he  often  took  occasion  to  say 
how  much  he  was  indebted  to  Dr.  Bbok  and  myself  for  the  excellent  training 
that  he  reoelyed  during  the  time  that  he  was  at  the  '*  Highland  School," — as  he  ex- 
pressed it — "  the  most  critical  period  of  his  life ;"  he  said  that  *'  it  made  a  man 
of  him."  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  took  much  interest  in  Eeasny's  life  as  a 
soldier,  and  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion  I  followed  his  course  through  all  his 
miUtaiy  operations,  np  to  the  time  of  his  last  battle ;  and  when  I  read  the  ac- 
count of  his  death  I  could  not  but  call  to  mind  the  words,  which,  in  his  school-boy 
days,  were  so  frequently  on  his  lips, 

**  DTJLCB  BT  DBOOBUU  EST  PBO  PATBIA  HOSL" 

Eeabkt  was  seven  or  eight  yefffs  older  than  the  writer,  and  as 
be  was  always  kept  away  at  boarding-school,  it  was  not  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen  that  the  latter's  reminiscences  of  him 
commence.  About  the  year  1830  he  came  to  reside  with  his 
grandfather,  Hon.  Johk  Watts,  in  whose  house  the  writer  was 
bom  and  brought  up.  Thenceforward  they  were  constantly  to- 
gether for  six  or  seven  years.  Even  at  that  time  Keahkt  Was 
very  peculiar,  proud  and  shy,  and  averse  to  those  associations 
which  youths  of  his  age  generally  form  from  impulse  rather  than 
from  judgment.  His  companions  were  selected,  with  all  the  cool- 
ness of  matnrer  age,  for  qualities  which  suited  his  prejudices — and 
these  extended  to  everything.  In  the  choice  of  friends,  he  was 
regulated  by  his  own  arbitrary  rules  of  what  they  should  be, 
rather  than  what  they  wera  He  was  fond  of  dress,  and  exceed- 
ingly neat  and  careful  of  his  person,  and  always  affected  a  sort  of 
military  carriage  or  touch  of  something  military  in  his  costume,  so 
that  any  observer  would  have  said,  ^'  There  goes  a  soldier  in  civil 
clothes,  or  one  intended  by  nature  for  a  soldier."  In  corroboration 
of  this,  the  following  quotation  from  a  letter  to  the  writer  is  appo- 
site: "When  we  were  on  our  way  home,  at  West  Point  (the 
boats  never  landed  at  Cold  Spring,  where  E^babny  was  at  school) 
we  saw  a  young  gentleman  step  on  board  with  a  Mediterranean 
cap  on  (you  remember  that  cap) :  I  thought  that  that  cap  could 
only  cover  Phillt's  head,  so  up  I  jumped,  and  the  young  gentle- 
man turned  his  head,  and  much  to  our  mutual  d^ght,  it  proved  to 
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be  good  Phil,  on  hiB  way  to  town  to  spend  a  week  ;  so  we  joined 
company,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  having  him  with  me  for  a 
week.  He  is  coming  to  town  in  about  two  weeks  to  be  examimd 
before  he  enters  coUega'* 

One  of  the  first  remarks  of  Keaknt*s,  which  the  writer  remembers 
was,  that  whenever  he  owned  a  pair  of  horses,  they  shonld  be  named 
Tilly  and  Count  Xdppe.  Although  so  much  ypunger,  he  was 
sufficiently  read  in  history  to  be  astonished  at  Keabkt's  partiality 
for  two  generals,  the  most  marked,  perhaps,  in  mUitary  history  for 
qualities  not  only  directly  opposite  each  other,  but  differing  from 
those  of  the  vast  majority  of  leaders  of  armies.  Subsequently,  how- 
ever, when  military  reading  became  a  passion,  it  was  no  longer  diffi> 
cult  to  understand  why  Kearny  selected  these  men  as  his  favorites. 
The  youth  was  father  to  the  man.  Kearny  was  ah*eady  thinking. 
When  close  after-study  made  their  characters  known,  the  predi-  • 
lection  was  no  longer  surprising.  Tilly,  whom  his  great  antago- 
nist, GusTAVTJS  Adolphus,  Styled  the  "  Old  Devil,"  on  account  of 
his  cruelty,  and  the  *^  Old  Corporal "  from  his  strict  attention  to 
diilling,  was  a  thorough  soldier.  As  an  organizer  and  as  an  ad- 
miniatrat03;he  had  no  superior  in  his  era,  the  first  fourteen  years 
of  the  "Thirty  Years*  "War."  As  a  general  he  was  unconquered, 
until  new  tactics,  new  material,  new  men,  grown  great  in  their  ex- 
perience under  a  new  order  of  things,  appeared  in  Germany.  His 
command-in-chief,  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  was  a  career  of 
victory,  until  Gustavus  shattered  and  ruined  the  magnificent  arm^ 
which  Tilly  had  created,  at  Leipsic,  in  1632,  and  finished  the  work 
by  putting  an  end  to  his  antagonist's  fame  and  life  at  the  Lech.  A 
persecuting  priest  (it  has  been  stated  that  he  was  an  afiiliated 
Jesuit),  in  his  intolerant  bigotry,  perfectly  chaste  as  regarded 
women,  sober,  uncompromising,  in  his  self  and  general  discipline 
he  was  in  many  respects  a  consummate  commander.  With  him 
originated  the  expression,  ^  a  ragged  soldier  and  a  bright  musket" 
Doubtless  E^EARNY  liked  him  because  he  was  a  stem  and  sagacious 
disciplinarian,  one  who  knew  how  to  knead  a  discordant  personnel 
into  that  fanaticized  unity  which  makes  an  army  a  machine,  irri- 
sistible  to  eveiything  but  another  army  inspired  with  ideas  more 
potent  in  their  influence  than  mere  fanaticism,  and  suficiently  dis- 
ciplined to  execute  simple  manoauvres  and  maintain  cohesion. 

As  to  his  second  favorite,  E^eabny  had,  much  in  common  with 
Count  LiPPEy  a  quick  temper,  a  rough  tongue,  an  open  hand,  a 


I 
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compassionate  heart,  an  acute,  active  mind.  To  their  sick  and 
wounded  both  were  equally  attentive,  and  their  supervision  of  their 
camps  and  hospitals  was  only  limited  by  theur  other  pressing  du* 
ties.  Those  who  will  study  the  life  of  Count  Lifpe,  after  they 
have  read  these  pages,  will  find  that  Keahxt  had  not  studied  the 
German  in  vain.  They  will  perceive  that  he  understood  what  was 
needed  in  a  general,  when  he  left  the  beaten  track  of  popular 
opinion — always  fonder  of  "shams,"  or  " would-be's,"  or  "but- 
chers," than  real  generals — ^to  pick  out  and  appreciate  a  man  so 
great  in  his  influence  on  his  times,  and  greater  in  the  parts  he  was 
called  upon  to  play  than  most  of  those  to  whom  such  prominent 
positions  have  been  intrusted.  A  soldier  who  won,  enjoyed,  and 
retained  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  Fredebictk  the  Great,  king 
and  hero,  and  of  Pombal,  the  great  Portuguese  minister,  the 
Richelieu  of  his  century,  must  have  been  one  far  above  his  fellows, 
at  least  in  some  grand  properties,  if  not  in  the  startling  magnitude 
of  a  F£BDiNAin>  of  Brunswick  (under  whom  he  served  for  some 
time  as  general  of  artillery)  in  the  capacity  of  handling  a  huge  host 
to  advantage ;  or  of  a  Ziethen  or  a  Seybutz,  marvelous  in  their 
specialty,  and  unsurpassed  in  the  world's  history  as  ci^tors  and 
leaders  of  cavalry — still  equal  to  either,  if  not  superior,  in  a  combinar 
tion  of  qualities,  which  made  him  shine  in  the  high  and  difficult 
posts  to  which  he  was  called  by  public  opinion  as  the  person  best 
fitted  to  fill  them. 

^  Count  WnxiAM  of  Schaumbukg-Lippe,  sometimes  styled  Count 
LipPE-BucKEBUBO,  was  a  general  of  an  entirely  different  type  ftom 
Tiixr ;  but  as  a  disciplinarian,  as  a  tactician,  as  an  artillerist,  and  as 
s  commander,  in  his  sphere,  he  is  chargeable  with  scarcely  a  single 
error  of  judgment  The  officer  who  could  convert  "  'Westphaliaa 
peasants  into  Prussian  soldiers,"  and  "  fifteen  hundred  ragged,  ill> 
paid  Portuguese  vagabonds,  commanded  by  officers  as  poor,  idle 
and  beggarly  as  themselves,  into  ordinary  soldiers,'*  worthy  the 
name  and  capable  of  beating  good  troops,  must  have  understood 
his  business  thoroughly. 

Two  anecdotes  of  him  attest  his  coolness  and  self-confidence : 
During  the  year  1758~'9,  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  as  a 
general  of  the  Hanoverian  artillery  (to  whose  command  he  had 
been  appointed  by  George  IL),  under  Prince  F£BDiNAin>  of  Bmns- 
wicL  One  day  he  invited  a  number  of  Hanoverian  officers  to 
dinner,  and  while  the  company  were  in  the  fiill  enjoyment  of  the 


42  BIOGBAPHT  OF  MAJOB^ENERAL  PHILIP   KEABNT. 

entertainment^  cannon-shots  were  heard,  and  several  balls  Aew 
about  the  tent.  The  company  started  to  their  feet,  exclaiming 
that  the  French  were  at  hand.  The  Coont  pacified  them  as  far  as 
regarded  the  enemy,  although  it  is  doubtftd  if  his  explanation  left 
his  guests  with  undiminished  appetites.  ^'Do  not  be  alarmed, 
gentlemen,"  said  he,  ^'I  wished  to  convince  you  how  well  I  can 
rely  upon  the  officers  of  my  artillery.  Accordingly  I  ordered  them, 
while  we  were  ai,  dinner,  to  practice  at  the  flag-staff  over  my  tent." 
Whether  the  guests  did  feel  at  ease  after  this  explanation  is  ques- 
tionable. But  the  cannon-balls  continued  to  fly  about,  and,  if 
memory  serves,  one  story  runs  that  a  final  shot,  by  hitting  the 
main  support  of  the  pavilion,  brought  the  whole  structure  down  upon 
the  company  and  put  an  end  to  the  fix>lia  Had  one  of  our  generals 
indulged  in  such  dangerous  sport,  he  would  have  been  considered 
a  lunatic,  and  Mr.  SxAirroN  would  have  been  down  on  him  in  a 
trice  for  waste  of  ammunition  and  materiaL  The  Count,  however, 
was  not  crazy.  There  was  a  perfect  method  in  his  madness,  and 
he  won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  evezy  sovereign  and  comt 
mander  under  whom  he  served — so  much  so,  that  Joseph,  King 
of  Portugal*  one  of  the  most  bigoted  of  Roman  Catholics,  was 
willing  to  purchase  the  services  of  a  rough,  uncompromising  Pro- 
testant by  concessions  and  gratuities  rarely  made  even  to  the  most 
transcendant  genius — concessions,  in  the  case  of  Count  Lippe,  which 
circumstances  rendered  a  necessity.  When  he  quitted  Portu^ 
the  king  conferred  upon  him  extraordinary  honors,  and  gave  hii 
magnificent  presents :  six  golden  cannon,  each  weighing  82  pounds, 
mounted  on  ebony  carriages,  heavily  ornamented  with  silver,  a 
button  and  aigrette  of  diamonds  for  his  hat,  and  the  royal  portrait 
set  with  the  same  precious  stones.  To  these  the  King  of  England 
added  a  sword  mounted  with  diamonds. 

By  *^  Practical  Strategy," — a  term  used  by  an  expert  in  the  mili- 
tary art,  which  drew  down  upon  the  writer,  in  1862,  the  thunder 
of  the  oldest  West  Point  Professor, — by  Practical  Strategy 
aflierwards  carried  out  in  so  masterly  a  manner  by  Rosecrans  and 
Sherman — Count  Lippb,  in  1762,  gained  for  himself  immortal 
renown,  without  even  venturing  to  bring  his  badly  organized  Por- 
tuguese troops  into  direct  collision  with  the  Spaniards.  Merely 
by  skilful  manoBUvring,  the  selection  of  positions  and  encamp-  ' 
ments  by  the  English  and  Portuguese,  the  admirable  Spanish  army 
was  chedked,  and  prevented  from  making  an  attack  with  advantage^ 
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till,  at  length,  weakened  by  gickness  and  want^  it  was  obliged  in 
autumn  to  retire  from  the  kingdom. 

In  1776,  when  a  new  war  seemed  immin'ent  between  Spain  and 
iPortugal,  the  Qneen  Regnant  of  the  latter  kingdom  desired  that  he 
should  reassume  the  command  of  her  army.  Feeble  health,  the 
greatest  drawback  to  a  general — ^Marshal  Count  Saxe,  says,' ''a 
general  nvust  possess  robust  health" — ^would  not  permit  him  again 
to  take  the  field. 

Fear  was  something  unknown  to  Count  Lifps.*  A  second 
anecdote  proves  this.  A  simUar  one  is  told  of  General  Seyes, 
better  known  as  Soliman-Pacha,  a  French  convert  to  Islamism,  and 
light  hand  to  Ibrahim-Pacha,,  in  making  that  Egyptian  army  which 
conquered  the  Turks  so  gloriously  at  Homs  and  at  Beylan  in 
1831,  at  Eonieh  in  1882,  and  again  at  Nezib  in  1839. 

One  day,  while  Count  Lifpe  was  strolling  through  his  camp,  a 
Portuguese  soldier,  incited  by  insane  religious  fanaticism,  or,  per- 
haps, instigated  by  a  bigoted  priesthood,  fired  at  him  with  an  air- 
gun.  The  ball  passed  through  the  Protestant  general's  hat  With- 
out quitting  the  spot  he  called  several  officers  about  him.  His 
officers  begged  him  to  withdraw.  No;  he  determined  to  maintain 
his  position  until  he  could  discover  the  rascaL  At  length  he  spied 
him  out  just  as  he  was  taking  aim  a  third  tim^  from  his  tent. 
Count  LiPPE  ordered  him  to  be  hung  upon  the  spot.  The  Regi- 
mental Chapkdn  insisted  upon  being  allowed  to  administer  extreme 
unction  to  the  culprit  before  he  was  executed.  The  Count  refused, 
and  the  intended  assassin  was  run  up  instanter,  unshriven — a  fear- 
ful fate  for  one  of  his  faith. 

That  PhiupEeasnt,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  selected  two  such  char- 
actors  as  his  heroes,  proves  that  he  had  already  read  and  thox^ht 
discreetly  upon  military  matters,  since  both  Tilly  and  Count  Lippb 
were  distinguished  rather  for  sdentifio  and  solid  properties  than 
for  dash  and  brilliant  qualities. 

Nevertheless,  by  a  strange  contradiction,  although  Kbabnt  thus 
selected  men  of  thought  for  his  favorites,  he  always  wished  to  be  a 
Hussar,  particularly,  as  he  admitted;  on  account  of  the  jaunty  dress 

*  "  dlvxdjt  kaxait  tt  jst  idc^." 

•  The  writer  hu  heart  it  etated,  or  elae  lome  one  wrote  out  to  one  of  the  ftunUy,  that 
E^ABVT  was  eent  ont  of  Italy,  In  18511^  for  hie  too  raah  Belf-etpoaore.  Aa  will  be  ahown 
Crom  hia  own  lettei;  he  came  Teiy  near  ezpeiienclng  at  Solfertno  the  aame  fate  that  he 
Qiet  at  ChantWj. 
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and  attractive  service  of  that  corps.  Moreover,  in  youth,  the 
tactics  he  affected  were  reckless  cavaby  charges,  although  convinced 
by  theoretical  experiment  that  they  were  made  in  vain  against  the 
resistance  of  a  steadfast  infkntry  and  the  fire  of  a  capable  artillery. 
In  after  life,  when  he  aspired  to  a  general's  command,  he  had  lost 
all  his  predilections  for  cavalry.  ^'An  officer  who  commands  a 
cavalry  regiment" — ^was  about  the  amount  of  what  he  said — "  has  to 
perform  double  duty.  He  has  in  fact  to  drill  two  regiments 
instead  of  one,  the  one  of  bipeds  and  the  other  of  quadrupeds;  and 
I  don*t  know  but  that  the  latter  is  the  easiest  to  make  and  manage." 
While  General  Keabny  and  the  writer  lived  together  in  th^ 
house  of  their  grand&ther,  from  1829  to  1834,  almost  all  the  leisure 
^ime  of  both  was  spent  in  mimic  campaigns,  with  armies  composed 
of  from  four  to  six  thousand  leaden  soldiers  with  perfect  trains  of 
artillery,  and  even  other  adjuncts  of  a  well-provided  host  Battles 
were  fought  according  to  a  digested  system,  which  even  regulated 
what  proportion  of  those  knocked  down  by  the  mimic  fire  of 
musketiy  or  artillery  should  be  considered  as  dead  or  too  severely 
wounded  to  take  part  in  the  rest  of  the  campaign,  and  how  many 
as  slightly  wounded,  and  how  long  the  latter  should  be  looked 
upon  as  remaining  in  the  hospital  before  they  were  again  available 
The  firing  was  done  with  small  spiing-guns,  one  shot  for  each  can- 
non, one  for  each  regiment  or  separate  detachment  of  infantry  and 
so  many  for  each  'line  of  sharp-shooters.  When  the  filing,  alter- 
nating, had  gone  through  both  lines  of  battle,  the  different  bodies 
were  moved  a  shorter  or  longer  determined  distance,  according  as 
they  belonged  to  the  different  arms,  ove^  spaces  dictated  by  the 
real  relative  speed  of  the  different  services,  whether  light  or  heavy 
cavalry,  light  or  line  infantiy,  field  or  reserve  artillery.  This  was 
not  left  to  hazard,  but  according  to  a  written  or  stipulated  code. 
Field  works  amd  permanent  fortifications  were  constructed  of  paste- 
board, and  the  irregularities  of  ground  represented  by  piles  of  books 
and  similar  objects,  built  up  in  accordance  with  agreement  before 
operations  commenced.  One  siege  lasted  a  number  of  weeks,  and 
the  tidy,  dearly-beloved,  and  respected  old  house-keeper,  wife*  of  a 

*  Mrs.  F T .  This  admirable  woman  deserres  more  than  a  passing  notice.   A 

sad  and  eventful  llf^  was  hers.    A  debt  of  gratitude  Is  dae  to  her,  for  an  aifection  and 
fldeUty,  motherly,  as  great  as  rare,  of  nearly  thlrty-flve  years,  to  the  Watts  family.  * 
Sach  was  Q'eneralKBABNT'B  appreciation  of  her  devotion  to  his  grandfather  and  raoo^ 
that  he  nnited  in  presenting  her  with  an  annuity  which,  together  with  her  own  prop- 
9ttjf  enabled  her  to  live  consistently  with  the  position  in  life  which  she  was  entitled  to  flit 
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former  gword-master  at  West  Point,  was  driven  almost  wild  by  the 
accumulation  of  dust,  and  the  appropriation  of  huge  dining^tables  * 
of  solid  mahogany,  the  pride  of  her  heart,  whose  oiling  and  polish- 
ing  absorbed  the  greater  part  of  her  time.  Every  other  kind  of 
table  or  flat  piece  of  furniture  was  impressed,  which  could  be  drag- 
ged out  of  its  place  and  made  available  to  eke  out  the  theatre  of 
action.  She  could  scarcely  be  pacified  at  the  subsequent  disorder 
of  the  spacious  rooms  and  the  prohibition,  strictly  enforced,  against 
sweeping  and  dusting,  lest  the  bustle  should  knock  down  or  dis- 
arrange the  soldiers.  Fleets  of  paste-board  were  even  attempted, 
but  maritime  operations  could  not  be  made  to  work,  since  many  a 
pellet  which  hit  the  sides  of  a  vessel  would  level  all  on  board,  and 
then  a  quarrel  would  ensue  as  to  how  many  were  killed  and  how 
many  woimded,  which  often  ended  in  a  fight,  and  put  an  end  to 
mimic  hostilities  until  the  actual  hostilities,  between  the  leaders, 
were  settled  and  the  wounded  honor  of  either  or  both  was  appeased. 
A  very  forcible  shot  from  one  of  the  spring-guns,  close  at  hand, 
against  a  paste  board  ship,  had  the  same  effect  as  the  impact  of  one 
of  Farragut's  vessels,  when  they  butted  the  iron-clad  "  Tennessee" 
in  the  Bay  of  Mobile.  All  the  poor  little  leaden  soldiers  were 
knocked  off  their  feet  and  a  number  overboard.  As  the  question 
of  how  many  knew  how  to  swim  and  how  many  ought  to  be  • 
drowned  was  never  taken  into  consideration,  when  the  code  of  pro- 
cedure was  drawn  up,  it  led  to  so  much  argument,  that  the  bellige- 
rents came  to  the  conclusion  of  Napoleon,  that  it  was  as  useless  for  <% 
them  as  for  him  to  attempt  the  empire  of  the  sea.  E^earnt  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  this  amusement  even  while  he  was  in  college,  and 
perhaps  still  longer.  When  he  began  to  go  into  society,  he  took 
so  much  pains  with  his  dress,  and  spent  so  much  of  his  time  out  of 
the  house,  that  he  gradually  relinquished  a  game  which  had  given 
him  such  great  delight  and  occupation  for  years. 

He  used  to  sleep  under  an  old  but  very  fine  engraving  of 
Napoleon  Buonaparte,  tri-color  in  hand,  at  the  bridge  of  Lodi,  per- 
haps for  the  purpose  of  deriving  inspiration  from  the  picture  in  his 
dreams.  Strange  to  say,  throughout  all  the  military  talk  which 
occurred,  the  writer  has  no  remembrance  of  his  discussing  Napoleon* 
or  his  Marshals,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  one,  Suchet.  His 
favorite  generals,  at  that  time>  were  almost  all  those  who  figured 
in  wars  prior  to  the  rise  of  Napoleon.  One  reason  may  have  been, 
there  was  such  a  total  disagreement  as  to  their  excellence  that  no 
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satisfactory  result  could  be  arrived  at  by  any  discussion ;  whereas, 
the  achievements  of  those  who  had  flourished  at  previous  dates 
were  themes  which  could  be  canvassed  without  degenerating  into 
open  ruptures — ^ruptures  which,  in  after  years,  grew  out  of  differ- 
ences hardly  more  important,  and  yet  occasioning  long  estrange- 
ments that  were  only  healed  by  temporary  absence.  In  such  cases, 
mutual  respect,  affection  and  stiU  higher  sentiments  of  esteem, 
brought  the  cousins  together  again,  and  everything  went  on  as 
pleasantly  as  if  no  unkind  feeling  had  ever  arisen. 

After  passing  through  Columbia  College,  in  New  York,  and  study- 
ing Law  in  that  city,  he  accompanied  the  writer  to  Europe  in  1884. 
There  his  only  idea  seemed  to  be  looking  at  soldiers  and  their 
mancBuvres.  He  would  be  out  of  bed  with  first  dawn,  to  wander 
forth  and  watch  the  exercises  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  Artillery 
he  never  had  any  eye  or  taste  for,  and  then  but  very  little  for 
infantry. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

nr  THE  SADDLE  AT  LAST  I 

**  Aronse  ye,  my  comndeflf  to  hone  I  to  bone  I 

To  the  Held  and  to  freedom  we  guide  t 
For  there  a  man  feels  t&e  pride  of  his  force, 

And  there  la  the  heart  of  him  tried* 
No  hdp  to  him  there  by  another  la  shown. 
He stmds  for  himself  and  himself  alone.** 

8CBILI.BB*8  "  WALLaXBTSnTB  IiAflUL** 

**  nrngb-a^ballagb— clear  the  way,  boys  I 
Never  did  our  gallant  corps 
Yield  an  inch  of  ground  behind  them. 
Give  an  inch  of  ground  before.** 

NUOBRT  TAIXXmB. 

On  the  3d  September,  1836,  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  Hon. 
John  Watts,  set  young  Phhjp  EIeabnt  free,  at  last.  For  several 
years  he  had  been  chafing  under  the  restraints  of  civil  life,  like  a  caged 
eagle  or  panther.  At  once  he  exerted  all  his  interest  to  obtain  a  com- 
mission in  the  United  States  Cavalry,  and  on  the  4th  (8th)  March, 
1837,  was  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Ist  U.  S.  Dragoons, 
commanded  by  his  uncle,  Stephen  Watts  Keabxt, 

This  able  and  gallant  officer  had  only  been  conmiissioned  Colonel 
of  this  "model  regiment"  on  the  4th  of  July  of  the  previous  year, 
but  he  may  be  said  to  have  commanded  it  firom  the  first.  Yes,  to 
him  is  due  the  organiization  of  the  first  real  cavalry  which 
the  country  possessed  since  the  general  disarmament  after  the 
war  of  181^15.  It  is  true  that  Hembt  Dodgb,  a  sagacious  fron- 
tiersman, an  experienced  ranger,  and  a. gallant  inan,  was  its  first 
Colonel,  and  Stepheh  Watts  EIeabnt  only  its  first  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel, but  the  latter  was  the  creator  and  soul  of  that  magnificent  little 
body  of  cavalry,  whose  superior  or  equal  has  never  been  seen  on 
this  continent 

''If  ever  there  was  a  soldier  by  nature"  are  the  words  of  one  of 
his  classmates  in  Columbia  College  and  fellow  officers  in  the  war^an 
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nude  of  the  writer,  who  commanded  a  company  in  the  regnlar  ser- 
vice, during  the  war  of  1812-15,  before  he  was  of  age,  "if  ever 
there  was  a  man  whom  I  considered  really  chivalroos,  in  fact,  a  man 
^n  all  that  that  noble  term  conveys,  that  natural  soldier  and  gentle- 
man was  Stephen  Watts  Kearny." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  his  commission,  Philip  Kearnt  immediately 
abandoned  the  enjoyment  of  dJl  the  luxuries  placed  at  his  command 
by  the  inheritance  of  a  splendid  fortune — equal  at  this  time  to 
$1,000,000 — ^and  started  for  the  West  to  join  his  command  at 
Jefferson  Barracks,  on  the  llississippi,  12  miles  below  St.  Louis,  in 
MtssourL 

It  has  been  more  than  once  'stated  in  print,  in  this  connection, 
that  Jefferson  Davis  was  Captain  in  the  regiment  at  the  time 
Phil  Kearny  was  Lieutenant.  This  is  an  ^Tor.  Davis  became 
1st  Lieutenant,  4th  March,  1838,  and  was  Adjutant  in  1833- 4,  but 
resigned  in  1835.  Still,  the  moral  to  be  deduced  is  the  same  as  if  they 
had  met  or  simultaneously  served.  Well  might  Parker  exclaim, 
"  How  widely  divergent  their  subsequent  paths  of  life  and  thought !" 
CoLONEi.  Brackett  in  his  history  of  the  U.  S.  Cavalry,  says,  "It 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  much  better  for  the  country  had  he 
(Davis)  been  killed  during  that  period ;  but  it  was  designed  other- 
wise, and  he  resigned  on  the  30th  June,  1835.  Davis,  as  a  cadet, 
manifested  a  proud,  haughty,  and  cold  disposition,  which  he  seems 
to  have  retained  through  life.  He  is  eminently  selfish,  and  has 
no  friends  aside  from  those  who  can  be  of  use  to  him.  Neverthe- 
less,  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  was  a  good  officer,  and  gained  the 
respect  of  those  with  whom  he  was  thi'own  in  contact." 

What  a  contrast,  the  histories  of  Kearny  and  of  Davis.  Kearny 
after  an  honorable  life — a  life  of  patriotic  duty,  fulfilled  to  the 
uttermost — and  a  heroic  death,  was  buried  in  the  tomb  of  his 
fathers,  amid  the  tears  and  lamentations  of  a  people  and  its  army, 
both  of  whom  loved  and  admired  him,  and  appreciated  the  gi*eat 
loss  wBich  they  had  sustained.  Davis,  after  rising  to  the  bad 
eminence  which  *he  sought  to  attain,  fell,  like  Lucifer,  li'om  his 
height  of  pride,  and  continues  to  exist,  like  the  arch-spirit  of  evil, 
the  object  of  scorn  to  every  good  and  honest  man  throughout  the. 
universe.  He  presents  an  example  of  great  gifts  perverted  for  the 
perpetration  of  the  greatest  crime  of  which  a  man  is  capable — trear 
son :  in  his  case  a  double  treason,  not  only  against  his  country,  but 
against  God's  most  precious  gift,  Liberty;  ti-eason,  for  the  estab- 
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lishment  of  slavery,  and  the  substitution  of  slavery,  with  all  its 
evils,  for  freedom ;  treason  against  the  country  that  educated  and 
made  him,  which  his  great  giits,  with  nobler  aims,  might  have  illus- 
trated and  glorified,  as  did  the  dead  Kearny;  a  country  which 'the 
misapplied  intellectual  powers  of  himself  and  party  peraistently 
labored  to  betray  and  to  destroy. 

From  10th  June,  1837,  to  21st  May,  1839,  while  Keaknt  re- 
mained West  of  the  Mississippi,  he  devoted  himself  with  gi-eat 
ardor  to  mastering  the  details  of  his  profession.  During  a  portion 
of  this  time,  22d  August,  1838,  to  10th  April,  1839,  he  was  aid-de- 
camp on  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  Henry  Atkinson,  who  com- 
manded in  that  region,  and  had  his  headquarters  at  St.  Louis. 

Active  service  in  t^e  line,  as  well  as  on  the  staff,  gave  Kearny 
an  opportunity  of  a  course  of  double  instruction,  similar  to  that  of 
young  staff  officers  in  the  French  army,  who,  after  being  educated 
in  their  own  peculiar  duties,  serve  for  a  stated  period  with  the  dif- 
ferent arms  to  acquire  a  practical  knowledge  of  each.  Kearny's 
after  life  proved  that  he  profited  by  his  opportunities.  Thus  he 
became  proficient  in  details  which  can  never  be  acquired  for  sub- 
ordinate positions  (line  or  field)  by  theory,  or  any  amount  of  study. 
A  general,  bom  with  the  genius  for  command,  may  so  fit  himself 
by  study  for  a  high  station,  that  a  very  little  practice,  good  sub- 
ordinates, and  an  efficient  staff  will  enable  ''  his  genius  to  compen- 
sate for  the  want  of  experience,"  as  in  the  cases  of  Luoullus, 
Spinola,  Gustavus  Adouphus,  Torstenson,  Conde,  Frederic,  and 
Napoleon.  But  this  never  can  be  the  case  with  a  line  or  field  officer. 

Let  us  see  what  one  of  his  conu*ades  says  of  Kearny  at  that 
time :  "  I  recollect  him  only  as  an  active,  energetic  subaltern  of 
cavaby,  discharging  efficiently  all  professional  obligations^  and  in 
personal  bearing  observing  the  most  gentlemanly  courtesy  towards 
his  peers ;  always  brave,  and  generous  to  a  degree  that  won  for 
him  the  adnuration  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him." 

What  changes  have  taken  place  since  Kearnj  joined  his  first 
command  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  I  At  that  time  the  Jef- 
ferson Barracks  were  as  far  out  of  town,  as  regarded  St.  Louis,  as 
one  of  the  southern  tier  of  "Westchester  villages  was  to  New 
York  in  the  beginning  of  the  century.  Then,  the  population  of  St, 
Louii  did  not  exceed,  if  it  equalled,  10,000  souls ;  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
the  whole  State  of  Missouri  contained  as  many  people  in  1837  as  St 
Louis  and  its  suburbs  do  at  the  present  day. 
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<<  The  City  of  St  Lonis,*'  to  quote  a  letter  of  an  officer,  a  friend  of 
EEARzrr,  written  a  few  years  afterwards,  *' extends  over  a  large 
space — ^large  enough  for  twice  as  many  inhabitants  as  it  contains. 
Many  of  the  shops  are  small  wooden  stmctores;  not  a  few  lots  are 
still  unoccupied,  and  about  them,  as  about  the  whole  town,  there  is 
an  ah:  of  dirtiness,  as  if  the  city  had  grown  up  rapidly  from  the  soil, 
and  was  not  yet  free  from  much  adhering  mud.  And  such  a  busy 
stir  as  there  was  in  the  streets,  and  in  the  hotels  I  The  people  that 
thronged  the  latter  appeared  to  be  generally  intelligent,  genteel* 
looking  persons,  who  had  come  West  probably  for  making  invest- 
ments." 

The  same  officer,  a  very  distinguished  loyal  general  during  the 
late  war,  makes  the  following  remarks,  worthy  of  preservation,  in  a 
letter  dated  Jun^  6th,  1857,  while  on  his  way  to  join  the  army, 
ostensibly  sent  out  to  subject  the  Mormons  to  our  institutions,  which 
it  did  not  do.  The  army  was  only  used  in  the  interests  of  slavery. 
The  writer  of  the  letter  resigned  in  disgust ;  but  even  then  he  pro- 
phesied that  triumph  which  God  has  vouchsafed  to  Freedom.  One 
of  the  first  prominent  victims  of  the  late  struggle  was  the  com- 
mander of  those  troops,  that  able  Albert  Sydney  Johnston,  the 
hope  of  the  Slavocrats,  who  did  not  do  their  work  negligentiy  in 
1858-.*9,  or  whenever  he  had  an  opportunity  to  do  it 

''Chicago— with  its  109,260  inhabitants  in  1860—250  miles  to  the 
northeast  of  St.  Louis,  where  Kearny  was  stationed  in  1887-9,  was 
still  litde  more  than  a  settlement,  grouped  around  Fort  Dearborn,  ■ 
and  the  house  of  the  Indian  agent  These  were  the  only  edifices  to 
be  seen  there  in  1882,*'  the  y^ar  when  the  writer  quoted  entered 
West  Point,  and  the  Black  Hawk  War  broke  out  "In  1840,  Fort 
Dearborn  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  Chicago  contained  4,853 
inhabitanta" 

In  1837,  the  "Father  of  Waters"  had  still  a  population  peculiar 
to  itself  Arks,  broad-horns  and  flat-boats,  of  more  or  less  primitive 
construction,  barges  and  keel-boats,  drifting  with  the  cun*ent,  or 
navigated  by  a  class  of  men  rough  and  rude,  but  intellectually  strong 
as  they  were  physically  powerful — a  class  which  produced  Abraham 
Lincoln — had  not  yet  been  superseded  by  steamboats  for  the  general 
transportation  of  merchandise. 

Kearny  lived  to  see  changes,  which  to  predict  would  have  t>een 
set  down  as  madness.  Fort  Leavenworth,  on  the  border  line  between 
Missouri  and  Kansas,  was  then  &r,  fiur  out  in  the  wilderness.  When 
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E[£ASNT  returned  from  Europe  and  his  Algerian  campaign,  it  was  a 
sort  of  nnolens,  around  which  border  progress — ^the  pen  came  near 
writing  civilization,  of  which,  in  its  true  sense,  it  is  very  doubtfol 
if  there  is  very  much  on  the  border — ^had  just  begun  to  aggregate 
itself  All  beyond  was  wilderness,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 
Then  the  one  regiment  of  dragoons,  which  superseded  Dodge's 
*' Border  Rangers,"  sufS.ced  to  keep  the  Indians  in  awe.  Now 
thanks  to  civilization  and  its  inevitable  whiskey  and  contracts  for 
the  benefit  of  political  fevorites  at  Washington,  their  control,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  tasks  the  brains  of  a  Lieutenant-General  and  an 
army  almost  as  numerous  as  that  which  fought  four  grand  battles  in 
the  valley,  and  captured  the  capitalof  Mexico. 

When  Keabnt  next  appeared  upon  the  frontier,  in  1845,  Fort 
Leavenworth  had  become  a  great  frontier  depot  St  Louis  had 
over  50,000  inhabitants,  Missouri  over  500,000.  Before  he  died, 
those  sparsely  populated  regions,  whose  protection  constituted  his 
first  chief  duty,  hdd  become  thickly  peopled  States.  Missouri  alone 
could  boast  of  1,182,012.  Beyond  these  a  tier  of  new  States  had 
grown  up,  and  carried  civilization  500  to  900  miles  farther  on  to  the 
plains,  which,  in  1887,  were  the  domain  of  the  Indian,  the  Buffalo, 
and  the  Trapper. 


CHAPTER   V. 

▲    BEFSESENTATTYE    jUCEBXCilC. 

**  Dreaded  in  h&tUe  and  loved  in  halL** 

**  Bold  as  thon  In  the  tight. 
Blithe  as  thoa  In  the  haU, 
Shone  the  noon  of  my  might.**  — ^Slr.  OLAinii 

**  Prepare  a  banquet,  and,  costly  let  it  be, 
And  in  magnificence  bespeak  ^y  mind ; 
Whatever  the  East  of  delicacy  yields, 
\  •  •  •  Let  the  commanders, 

Worthy  companions  in  the  well-f  ought  Add, 
Be  summoned  to  partake.    The  cheerf  ol  goblet 
Shall  raise  oar  Bonis.**  *         *         *.— FBOirik 

.    "  The  banquet  waits  onr  presence ;  festal  joy 
Laughs  in  the  mantling  goblet,  and  the  night, 
Illumined  by  the  tapeia*  danKling  beams, 
BiTala  departed  day.**  — Bbowk 

*^  There  was  a  sound  of  rereliy  by  night, 
And  "  Baumur's  **  capital  had  gathered  then 
Her  beauty  and  her  chivalry,  and  bright 
The  lamps  shone  o*er  fair  women  and  brave  men ; 
A  thousand  hearts  beat  happily ;  and  when 
Music  arose  with  its  voluptuous  swell. 
Soft  eyes  look'd  love  to  eyes  which  spake  again. 
And  all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell.— Chxldb  Habold. 

As  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter,  'Hhe  First  Regiment 
XT.  S.  Dragoons  was  the  first  corps  of  the  cavalry  arm  established 
by  the  government,  after  the  general  disarmament  subsequent  to  the 
war  of  1812-15.  Consequently,  at  the  time  of  its  organization, 
and  for  several  years  afterwards,  no  complete  system  of  cavalry 
tactics  had  been  provided."  Joel  Roberts  Poinsett — Secretary 
of  War  under  Mabtin  Van  Buren,  1837-1841 — conceived  the 
idea,  in  the  first  year  of  his  term,  of  sending  out  to  France  three  of 
our  dragoon  officers,  "  for  the  purpose  of  going  through  the  regular 
course  at  the  "RoyaL  School  of  Cavalry,"  at  Saumur;  who,  on 
their  return  to  this  country,  were  to  compile  a  work  on  Cavalry 
Tactics^  moulded  on  that  of  the  French  system,  but  so  modified  as  '^  to 
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Buit  the  wants  of  our  own  service. "  The  three  officers  selected  were, 
1st  Lieutenant,  William  Eusns ;  1st  Lieutenant^  Henbt  S.  Tdrneb, 
and  1st  Lieutenant,  Philip  Keakny,  Jr.  The  result  of  thdr  labors 
was  the  Cavalry  Tactics,  printed  by  order  of  the  War  Department, 
at  Washington,  and  beaidng  date  lOth  February,  1841,-^tliree 
weeks  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Poinsett's  term  of  office.  Colonel 
Brackett,  in  his  History  of  the  U.  S.  Cavalry,  remai*ks :  "  The 
system  of  Cavahy  Tactics  adapted  to  the  organization  of  the  Dra- 
goon Regiments,  was  authorized  by  Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  Secretary 
of  War,  on  lOth  February,  1841.  It  is  mainly  a  translation  of  the 
tactics  of  the  French  ser\ice,  and  has  not  been  yet  improved  upon, 
though  several  attempts  have  been  made,  which  have  all  proved 
failures.  I  believe  almost  every  cavalry  officer  of  experience  con- 
siders the  tactics  of  1841  as  &r  superior  to  anything  which  has  yet 
been  introduced  into  our  service." 

Pursuant  to  orders,  Philip  Kearnt  left  his  regiment  to  proceed  to 
Washington,  D.  C,  21st  May,  1839,  and  there  received  farther  <»- 
ders,  dated  9th  August,  1839,  to  proceed  to  France  on  special  duty. 

"  The  Three  "  sailed  from  New  York  in  August,  and  "  arrived  at 
Fontainbleau  October  1st,  1839,  where  they  found  the  IT.  S. 
Minister,  Mr.  Cass,  on  a  visit  to  the  royal  family,  then  residing  at 
the  Chateau,  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  finest  forests  in  France,  37 
miles  S.S.E.  of  Paris.  They  were  presented  at  Court  by  Mr.  Cass, 
and  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  their  reception.  They 
dined  twice  at  the  Chateau,  and  accompanied  the  king  to  a  review  of 
troops  at  the  Camp  of  Instruction."  On  the  8th  October  "the 
Three"  were  at  Saumur,  but  Kearny,  after  remaining  there  a  short 
time,  "  obtained  a  leave  of  absence,  and  accompanied  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  eldest  son  of  Louis  Philippe,  on  one,"  if  not  two,  "  of  his 
campaigns  in  Africa."  The  incidents  of  that  campaign — which  will 
be  treated  of  in  frill  in  subsequent  chapters — ^were  given  "in  a  frill 
and  most  interesting  report,"  made  at  the  time  to  Major-General 
Scott,  commander-in-chief  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  by  Lieutenant 
E^EARNT,  who,  after  his  return  fr*om  Europe,  was  attached  to  the 
staff  of  that  General  as  aicl-de-camp,  thus  succeeding,  in  regular  or- 
der of  generations,  as  it  were,  to  \  position  of  honor  held  by  his 
uncle,  George  Watts,  of  the  1st  U.  S.  Light  Dragoons,  during  the 
campaign  of  1814. 

But  the  reader  may  say.  Where  is  Saumur  1  and  what  of  the 
Military  Academy  ? .  The  question  is  a  just  one. 
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Saumur,  aboat  one  huadred  and  seventy  miles  sonthwest  of 
Paris,  is  a  cheerM  place,  gleaming  from  afar  with  its  wliite  build- 
ings, and  one  of  the  most  picturesque  towns,  in  its  quidnt  stru<^- 
tures,  towers,  pinnacles,  and  spires,  on  the  Loire.  It  stands  on  the 
left  bank  of  that  river,  and  prior  to  the  "  Revocation  of  the  Edict 
,  of  Nantes,"  24th  October,  1685,  was  one  of  the  strongholds  of  the 
Huguenots,  or  Protestants  of  France,  who  were  driven  forth  from 
their  native  country,  or  worse,  by  that  iniquitous  decree.  Two 
centuries  ago  it  was  the  capital  of  a  district  in  the  province  of 
Anjou — ^known  as  the  "  Saumurois."  The  confines  of  this  petty 
government  presented  exactly  the  outline  of  one  of  those  delicious 
pears  for  which  France  is  so  celebrated,  and  Saumur  was  situated 
at  the  apex  or  root  of  the  stem.  Its  capture  by  the  Yendeans,  10th 
June,  1793,  was  one  of  the  grandest  exploits  of  that  marvellous 
effort  of  loyalty  and  honor. 

The  Royal  Cavalry  School,  transferred  to  this  city  from  Angers 
towards  the  close  of  the  preceding  century,  is  located  to  the  south- 
west of  Saumur,  and  covers  quite  a  large  space  with  its  buildings, 
riding-schools,  and  gi'ounds  for  exercise  and  drill  It  is  destined 
to  receive  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  (from  three  hundred 
to  four  hundred  of  this  grade),  and  even  picked  riders  (eaocdiers). 
They  are  instructed  in  every  branch  of  information  appropriate  to 
their  Arm,  and,  after  a  complete  course,  are  distributed  through  all 
the  cavalry  regiments  in  the  army,  to  diffuse  a  complete  knowledge 
of  the  horse  and  horsemanship  and  the  best  method  of  imparting 
instruction  according  to  a  uniform  system. 

It  is  somewhat  curious,  just  as  our  three  young  American  officers 
were  sent  to  complete  theii*  military  education  at  the  Royal  School 
of  Cavaby,  at  Saumur,  so  Pitt  and  Wellington  took  a  course  of 
lessons  at  its  predecessor,  the  ^'  Academy  of  Equitation,"  at  An- 
gers ;  the  latter,  in  1785-1787.  Thus  the  bitterest  and  the  most 
successftd  enemy  of  France  laid  the  foundation  in  a  French  Mili- 
tary School  of  that  knowledge  of  war  which  led  the  latter — "the 
Iron  Duke"  of  after  years — through  Vimiera,  Vittoria,  and  Water- 
loo, to  Paris. 

While  at  the  Cavalry  School  at  Saumur,  Lieutenant  E[£Ai»rr  de- 
termined to  give  an  entertainment  which  would  not  only  do  honor 
to  himself  but  to  his  country.  He  was  incited  to  doing  this  by  the 
generous  sentiment  which  he  felt  for  the  attentions  he  had  received 
and  in  order  to  make  some  adequate  return  for  the  civilities  shown 
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by  the  civil  and  military  anthoritiefl  of  the  place  to  the  three  Ame- 
rican officers  resident  among  them. 

The  story  of  this  ball  is  as  follows : 

On  "  Twelfth  Nighty"  (1840) — an  anniversary  kept  in  Europe 
with  almost  as  much  exactitude  as  Christmas — General  de  Brace, 
in  command  at  Sanmur,  gave  a  party  at  his  residence. 

Formerly  "  Twelfth  Night,"  or  the  "  Eve  of  the  Festival  of  the ' 
Three  Kings,"  was  one  of  those  periodical  seasons  which  have  always 
been  consecrated  by  European  nations  to  amusement  and  festivity. 
Thus,  we  find  Babentz  and  Heemskerck  imprisoned  amid  the 
Artie  ice,  on  the  coast  of  Nova  Zembla,  during  that  terrible  winter 
of  1596-7,  expending  their  last  littie  supply  of  wine  in  pigmy 
bumpers  to  the  king  of  the  festival,  and  with  a  courage  and  spirit 
without  example,  indulging  in  all  the  customary  merriment  of 
home,  which  they  seemed  destined,  in  all  human  probability,  never 
to  revisit,  and  when  they  were,  to  aU  appearances,  within  the  jaws 
of  destruction. 

The  Twelfth  Night  king  was  a  potentate,  with  authority  and 
functions  somewhat  similar  to  those  exercised  by  the  King  of  Mis- 
rule in  Old  English  Christmas  revels.  Among  the  more  elevated 
and  refined  classes  of  society,  this  festival  assumed  a  stately  char- 
acter, and  became  susceptible  of  very  great  display.  The  selection 
of  King  and  Queen  was  generally  left  to  chance  and  determined  by 
a  bean,  which  was  placed  in  a  cake,  cut  and  distributed  in  pieces 
before  the  supper.  The  drawer  of  the  slice  containing  the  bean 
becataie  King  or  Queen,  and  was  privileged  to  select  a  partner  to 
share  his  or  her  temporary  regal  honors.  All  drank  to  his  or  her 
majesty,  who  reigned  and  received  homage  from  every  one  during 
the  evening.  In  this  custom  originated  the  French  titie  of  the 
festival.  The  Feast  of  Kings  ("La  Fete  de  Rois),  for  which  the 
revolutionary  government  of  1793  substituted,  "The  Merrymaking 
of  those  without  breeches,  i.  e.  Radical  Democrats"  ("ia  J^ete  dea 
Sana  Ctdottea"),  through  their  hatred  of  anything  savoring  of 
royalty.  Before  the  disastrous  close  of  the  r^ign  of  Louis  XVL, 
the  French  monarch  and  his  nobles  waited  on  the  Twelfth  Night 
king.  This  proves  the  importance  given  to  the  occasion  in  former 
days. 

E^EABNT  was  "prevented  by  indisposition  from  attending  the 
party  at  the  house  of  General  de  Brack  on  Twelfth  Night,"  wrote 
the  first  of  "the  Three,"  who  kept  a  sort  of  journal  of  what  trans- 
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pired,  *^  When  the  cake  was  cat>  Bome  of  the  ladies  sent  him  a  piece 
with  the  bean  in  it,  and  from  that  the  ball  ori^ated.  He  first  in* 
tended  to  give  a  party  at  the  assembly  rooms,  but  the  idea  gradually 
expanded,  and  when  he  was  offered  the  grand  rooms  of  the  school, 
he  put  the  whole  thing  in  the  hands  of  some  French  officers,  with 
'carte  blanche'  as  to  expense.  The  result  was  a  ball  which 
eclipsed  even  the  grand  ball  given  by  the  city,  some  years  before, 
to  the  Duchesse  deBe^ri,  and  which  seemed  to  be  the  only  notable 
event  on  record  when  we  arrived  there.  The  rooms  were  beauti- 
fully decorated  under  the  superintendence  of  General  db  Brack, 
who  was  an  artist  The  supper  was  sent  from  Paris  by  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  restaurateurs ;  flowers  in  profusion  came  from  An- 
gers and  other  places,"  ''each  lady  9n  entering  received  a  bouquet  of 
the  choicest  flowers  in  an  ele*gant  silver  holder,"  "  and  with  the  mu- 
sic of  the  fine  brass  band  of  the  school,  and  an  excellent  string-band 
from  the  city,  nothing  was  wanting  to  make  the  whole  aflair  a  per- 
fect success.  Applications  were  constantly  received  for  invitations, 
many  fr*om  a  great  distance,  and  if  it  had  been  delayed  much 
longer,  the  rooms  would  not  have  held  the  crowd.  Keabnt  em- 
ployed an  artist  who  was  present  to  make  a  picture  of  the  ball,  a 
copy  of  which  he  presented  to  General  de  Brack." 

Kearny's  ball  "  was  gotten  up  in  a  style  of  magnificence  that  was 
wholly  unprecedented  in  that  part  of  the  country" — these  are  the 
words  of  another  eye-witness,  the  second  of  "the  Three,"  It  was 
"given  nth  February,  1840,  and  presided  over  by  the  Commandant 
of  the  School,  General  de  Brack,"  whose  wife  Kearnt  selected  as 
the  Queen  of  this  substitute  Twelfth  Night  merry-making  celebra- 
tion, and  it  was  attended  by  all  the  prominent  people  of  that  parti- 
cular section,  and  by  many  from  Paris  and  elsewhere.  It  was  in 
every  respect  a  brilliant  affair,  and  procm*ed  for  General  Kearny, 
from  the  inhabitants,  the  most  enthusiastic  acknowledgments,  for 
the  liberality  he  had  displayed  in  thus  contributing  to  their  enjoy- 
ment An  artist  was  engaged  to  make  a  picture  of  the  scene  on 
canvas.  In  this  he  .was  very  successful  in  giving  admirable  like- 
nesses of  several  prominent  individuals." 

The  only  discrepancy,  in  the  recollections  of  those  who  participated 
in  the  festivities,  is  as  to  whether  the  town  or  the  giver  of  the  feiU 
employed  the  artist  who  executed  the  picture  which  commemorated 
this  graceful  evidence  of  Kearny's  patriotism  and  gratefhl  appre- 
ciation of  the  courtesies  of  the  French  government  and  officials,  but 
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more  particularly  the  attention  of  the  officer  in  command.  At  all 
events,  by  whomsoever,  commanded,  the  original  picture,  or  a  copy 
of  it,  was  a  prominent  object,  at  the  time  of  the  General's  death 
among  the  paintings  which  adorned  his  spacious  and  elegant  man- 
sion, at  Belle  Grove,  on  an  elevation  opposite  Newark.  This 
building  stands  on  the  site  of  a  country  residence  which,  pripr  to 
the  Revolution,  belonged  to  his  grand-aunt,  whose  husband  built  and 
dwelt  in  N«.  1  Broadway,  a  very  fine  building  for  its  date  and  the 
young  city  of  New  York,  and  originally  owned  the  adjoining  No.  3, 
in  which  Kea^rnt  was  bom. 

This  painting  is  on  too  small  a  scale  to  do  full  justice  to  the  occa- 
sion, but  it  affords  some  idea  of  its  splendor,  attributable  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  variety,  grace,  and  elegance  of  the  numerous  imi- 
forms  of  the  Turkish,  Polish,  American^  and  Fi-ench  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  diffisrent  arms  and  services,  which  filled  the  room — ^uni- 
forms, of  whose  richness  and  contrast,  our  people,'  accustomed  to 
the  universal  sameness  of  our  present  blue,  tame  and  simple,  can 
have  no  idea  whatever.  At  that  time  the  Turkish  and  Polish  mili- 
tary costumes  were  still,  if  not  the  most  serviceable,  the  most  strik- 
ing in  Europe.  They  were  susceptible  of  any  amount  of  decora- 
tion, almost  as  much  so  as  the  Hungarian,  with  its  plumes,  em- 
broidery, jewels,  lace,  buttons,  jacket  and  dolman.  All  that  is  most 
attractive  in  the  dress  of  the  Chassem's  d'Afrique — ^to  which  Ejb arnt 
was  afterwards  attached — ^was  borrowed  from  the  Polish;  every- 
thing which  looked  well  and  yet  was  serviceable,  just  as  the  Zouaves, 
was  modeled  on  the  Turkish  military  costume.  All  that  was  re- 
jected was  those  details  which  were  in  reality  unmilitary  and  un- 
fitted for  active  sei*vice.  All  that  was  good  and  good-looking  was 
retained  And,  yet,  Kearny  told  the  writer  that  his  own  uniform, 
that  of  the  American  Light  Dragoons  of  thirty  years  ago,  was  as 
effisctive  and  imposing  as  any  in  the  room.  Doubtless  he  made  it 
so,  although  it  was  very  jaunty  in  itself.  The  coatee,  blue,  double- 
breasted,  was  not  a  frock,  but  cut  in  a  much  more  graceftil  fashion ; 
the  collar,  cuff  and  tm'n-backs,  borde^'ed  with  lace  and  ornamented 
and  trimmed  with  gold,  pantaloons,  blue-gray  mixtm*e,  known  as 
light  anny-blue,  with  two  stripes  of  orange  cloth  up  each  outward 
seam ;  the  cap,  such  as  the  French  term  "  shako,"  with  drooping 
white  horse-hail'  pompon,  or  rather  plume,  silver  and  gold  ornaments, 
and  gold  foraging  cords  and  tassels.  The  latter  could  be  detached  and 
worn  over  the  coat  and  around  the  neck,  producing  the  effect  of  aQ 
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aiguilette.  The  sash  was  silk  net,  of  a  deep  orange  color,  which,  if 
made  in  France,  as  the  writer  has  seen  them  made,  shone  In  the 
glancing  lights  like  a  waving  zone  of  gold.  Thus  Eeabnt  de- 
scribed it,  and  thus  onr  officers  did  not  make  a  bad  show  among  the 
dazzling  dresses  whirling  in  the  waltz,  or  polka,  or  promenading 
about. 

When  Keabny  resigned,  in  1851,  the  same  striking  and  elegant 
uniform  was  still  worn  by  our  Dragoons ;  and  the  writer  will  never 
forget  his  expression  and  manner,  when  he  came  back  in  1861,  and 
saw  some  of  his  own  regiment  again,  •  in  Washington,  after  the 
lapse  of  ten  years.  "  I  left  them,"  said  he,  "  a  set  of  elegant  gentle- 
men, and  now  I  come  back  and  find  them  a  set  of  dirty  black- 
guards." The  Dragoons  at  the  National  Capital  certainly  did  not 
present  an  attractive  appearance  in  May,  1861 :  especially  in  the 
horrid  felt  hat  of  an  ''Italian  bandit," — as  some  one  styled  it — 
which  Jeffebson  Davis,  while  Secretary  of  War,  had  clapped  on 
thdrheads. 

That  this  ball  must  have  been  something  extraordinary,  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  from  the  glowing  accounts  given  of  it  by  those  who 
were  present,  and  Kearny's  lavish  expenditure,  doubtless,  did  make 
a  strong  impression  on  a  people  so  susceptible  to  display  as  the 
French,  particularly  at  that  period,  when  extravagance  had  not 
attained  the  vast  proportions  it  has  reached  under  Louis  Napoleon. 
That  it  must  have  cost  a  very  large  sum,  is  certain,  from  the  horror- 
stricken  expression  of  Kearny's  agent,  when  called  upon  to  remit  the 
necessary  moneys.  He  threw  up  his  hands,  as  if  the  young  repre- 
sentative of  American  munificence  had  lost  his  senses. 
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DOCUMENTS. 

The  following  letters,  received  from  the  U.  S.  War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  airived  too  late  for  incorporation,  and  are 
therefore  printed  and  added  entire.  The  author  hereby  acknowl- 
edges the  assistance  of  Brevet  Major-General  £.  D.  Townsend, 
Assistant  and  Acting  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A. 

SAUwrB,  October  12,  1838. 
MOKSIBUB  LlEUTENAirr-COMMANDEB  MICH AX7D : 

Sib  : — Let  me  take  the  liberty  of  oonsnltms  with  yon,  (as  yon  are  the  offioer  to 
whose  charge  the  General  has  entmsted  ns),  on  the  course  that  I  had  best  pnrsne 
whilst  at  Sanmnr,  to  answer  the  end  that  govemnient  has  in  view  in  sending  me 
abroad.  And  to  do  so  let  me  first  explain  the  organization  and  the  origin  of  our 
regiment.  ^ 

At  the  dose  of  onr  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1815,  onr  cayaliy  raiments 
were  disbanded.  In  1883,  after  one  of  onr  Indian  wars  had  proved  the  necessity  of 
having  cavalry  on  the  frontiers,  onra,  the  First  Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  was 
raised.  It  was  organised,  not  by  squadrons,  but  by  companies,  each  company  hav- 
ing a  captain  and  a  first  lieutenant  and  ^  a  second  lieutenant.  It  was  officered 
principally  by  officers  taken  from  the  infantry.  Everything  was  new  to  thenL 
Hie  cavaby  regulations  for  the  monoBUvres  were  taken  from  the  French,  almost 
literally  translated.  But  as  for  police  and  the  internal  administration  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  everthing  else  of  that  kind,  there  was  no  other  precedent  than  as  far  as 
the  experience  our  officers  had  had  whilst  in  the  infantry — some  had  been  in  for 
many  years ;  the  present  Colonel  for  more  than  twenty  years,  having  served  during 
the  war. 

Through  the  zeal  of  onr  officers,  and  from  our  bemg  kept  constantly  actively 
employed  in  sending  detachments  through  the  Indian  country,  our  system  and 
disdphne  has  been  rendered  nearly  complete.  But  as  in  cavalry,  which,  like  the 
French,  has  been  kept  progressing  in  perfection  ever  since  the  great  wars  of 
Europe,  everything  useless  has  been  rejected,  and  everything  requisite  is  practiced 
in  the  best  manner.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  statement  of  the  differ- 
ences that  exist  between  onr  own  and  the  French  cavalry,  that  I  have  been  sent 
abroad. 

My  object  is  to  remain  at  Saumur  for  six  months,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
the  Ftench  language,  becoming  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  sword,  and  of  arms 
pertaining  to  cavalry ;  to  follow  a  course  of  riding,  but  rather  the  ^  pratique*'  than 
the  theory,  and  more  especially  for  gaining  ideas  generally,  to  assist  me  in  the 
more  thoroughly  visiting  and  making  observations  on  the  raiments  themselves. 
Secondly,  to  visit  some  of  the  best  dragoon  and  light  cavalry  regiments ;  proposing 
also,  should  it  be  advisable  and  meet  with  the  approval  of  our  Secretary  of  War, 
to  visit  the  regiments  in  active  service  in  Africa. 

The  result  of  these  observations  is  intended  to  make  known  to  our  government, 
and  more  particularly  to  the  Colonel  of  onr  regiment,  the  differences  that  exist  in 
the  organization,  in  the  manoduvres,  in  the  police,  in  the  administration,  and  in 
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all  ihe  intenml  rognlations  of  the  French  ca?aliy  and  onr  own.    Also,  to  inform 

myself  of  l^e  course  pursued  with  the  soldier  from  his  joining  as  a  recruit  till 

admitted  to  the  squadron. 

Your  advice  as  to  the  consideration  of  the  above  points  wiU  be  esteemed  a  great 

favor  and  kindness  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 

Second  LieuUnant  First  Dragoom, 
lieutenant-Commander  Michaxjd, 

\  Inttructor  of  tlu  School  of  Cdfualrf* 


SAUinTB,  October  16th,  1889. 
Honorable  J.  R.  POINSETT : 

Sib  : — ^We  arrived  here  lost  Mondaj  a  'Week,  and  reported  to  general  Brack, 
the  commandant  of  the  school,  on  the  following  day. 

I  have  not  written  to  you  before,  from  my  not  having  had  anything  satisfactory 
to  (x>mmunicate.  I  am  now  happy  to  say  that,  at  least  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
will  be  enabled  to  accomplish  at  Saumur  the  objects  proposed.  As  I  understood 
from  you  in  our  first  interview  at  Washington,  it  was  your  intention,  in  sending 
lieutenants  EnsTis  and  Tubneb,  that  they  should  remain  one  year,  and  accom- 
plish in  that  .one  year,  as  far  as  they  wei;p  able,  the  studies  pursued  by  the  students 
in  the  course  of  two  years — the  usual  term  at  Saxunur. 

For  myself,  I  had  the  highly  gratifying  honor  to  have  been  selected  originally 
with  the  same  intent,  but  finding  myself  situated  in  a  manner^  that  rendered  my 
stay  in  the  army  uncertain,  I  considered  myself  in  honor  bound  to  explain  to  you 
the  drcurastances.  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  my  motives  were  understood, 
and  the  honor  of  being  sent  abroad  on  a  leave  of  absence,  having  military  subjects 
for  its  purpose. 

I  have  repeatedly  regretted  that  your  being  obliged  to  leave  Saratoga  so  imme- 
diately after  your  arrival  (which  I  had  not  been  aware  was  your  intention)  pre- 
vented my  seeing  you  to  converse  mth  you  in  a  more  particular  manner  as  to  the 
precise  disposition  of  my  time  whilst  abroad. 

At  Washington,  you  spoke  of  my  entering  Saumur  under  the  sanction  of  our 
government,  and  remaining  there  with  the  others  for  a  few  months,  and  then,  by 
traveUng,  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  interior  economy,  and  all  that  was 
connected  with  the  French  cavalry,  by  observing,  as  an  eye-witness,  what  was 
actually  practiced  in  the  best  regiments — communicating  the  same  to  you  un- 
officially, by  letters,  or  by  a  private  report  on  my  return — ^though,  as  I  under- 
stood it,  rather  by  accumulating  facts,  by  which  yourself  and  onr  Colonel  would 
be  enabled  to  institute  comparittons  between  the  utility  of  the  practices  of  our  own 
and  the  French  regiments. 

I  think  that  in  our  conversation  you  did  not  fix  a  precise  time  for  my  stay  at 
Saumur,  but  rather  left  it  to  myself  to  remain  a  few  months.  Had  I  had  a 
second  interview  with  you  on  this  subject,  I  would  have  requested  you  to  name 
the  precise  time.  But  aa  that  did  not  occur,  and  to  fix  on  a  precise  time  in  ad- 
vance was  necessary  for  regulating  my  studies  here,  I  determined  it  at  six  months, 
that  being  about  the  time  you  would  have  recommended,  and  decidedly  the  period 


BIOGBAPHY  OF  UAJ0B-6ENEBAL  PHILIP  KEABNT.  61 

best  adapted  for  the  objects  for  which  I  haye  come  abroad.  For  six  months 
oonld  not  be  more  serviceablj  spent  than  in  mastering  the  French  langnagOi 
availing  myself  of  the  riding-school,  and  becoming  instructed  in  the  sword  exer- 
cise, and  in  the  nse  of  arms  proper  to  cavalry,  and  moro  particularly  the  gaining 
ideas  to  enable  me  to  study  most  advantageously  the  reg^ents  that  I  shall  after- 
wards visit. 

The  ^V€S  of  St  Cyr,  and  all  foreign  officers  (there  aro  at  present  here  two  of 
the  cidevarU  Polish  and  Turkish  services),  are  put  under  the  immediate  direo- 
tions  of  one  of  the  Instructors.  We  have  been  placed  under  the  charge  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander MiCHAXTB,  an  officer  who  stands  high  in  his  profession,  and 
who,  even  in  this  short  time,  has  evinced  a  degree  of  polite  attention  that  merits 
our  sincere  thanks. 

finding  that  our  situation  generally,  and  more  particularly  my  own,  was  not 
fully  understood,  I  wrote,  as  to  a  friend,  to  this  Mr.  Michaxtb,  explaining,  iu  a 
few  lines,  the  nature  of  my  mission.  This  was  translated  into  the  Fronch  by  our 
Pro&ssor  of  that  language,  an  Englishman,  but  one  who  had  been  reconmiended 
to  us  as  being  thoroughly  master  of  the  French  from  a  fifteen  years'  residence. 
A  copy  of  the  same  accompanies  this  communication.  It  was  handed  to  Greneral 
Bbace  ;  he  approved  of  it,  and  under  his  authority  Mr.  Michaxtb  told  me  that 
he  understood  and  entered  fully  into  my  views,  and  would,  through  his  instruo- 
tkms,  enable  me  to  attain  the  objects  I  proposed.  Let  me  take  the  liberty  of  as- 
suring yon  that  there  could  not  be  rendered  a  greater  &vor,  both  individually  and 
as  from  the  Institution,  than  this  permitting  me  to  pursue  an  unusual  course  at  a 
school  where,  as  at  West  Point,  there  are  none  but  regular  classes.  The  course  is 
two  years,  and  each  year  and  part  of  a  year  has  its  particular  branches  of  study ; 
and  on  my  part,  let  me  assure  you  that,  if  assiduity  and  zeal  for  my  profession 
will  avail  anything,  an  opportunity  like  this  shall  be  improved  to  the  ntter- 
most 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  MiGHAUD,  yon  will  perceive  an  allusion  to  my  vinting 
some  of  the  French  regiments  serving  in  Africa.  Should  yon  have  no  positive 
objections,  I  think  that  this  and  the  particular  regiments  that  I  visit  had  better 
be  left  to  the  advices  that  I  may  gain  in  conversation  with  General  Brack— an 
officer  who  distinguished  himself  whilst  in  the  Imperial  Cavalry,  and  also  with 
other  officers  here. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  Messrs.  EUBTIS,  Turnhb  or  myself  will  g^veyoa  a 
more  concise  account  of  the  school ;  as  a  cursoty  remark,  I  inform  yon  that  there 
are  two  classes  of  officers  among  the  students  here.  The  class  to  ^pdiich  we  shall 
be  attached,  though  their  course  does  not  commence  till  January,  is  that  com- 
posed of  the  div^  of  St.  Cyr — St  Cyr  being  a  preparatory  school  for  the  Infantiy 
and  Cavalry  officers.  Those  who  are  intended  for  the  Cavalry,  after  finishing  their 
course  here,  are  sent  to  Saumur  to  leam  Cavalry  duties.  The  other  class  of  stn- 
dents  are  called  the  "  Officers  from  the  Begiments,"  that  is,  they  are  officers  who, 
before  coming  here,  have  already  served  for  some  years  with  their  regiments. 

Besides  the  department  of  Instruction  are  three  other  military  branches  con- 
nected with  the  Institution :  one  is  the  School  for  Non-Commissioned  Officers — the 
best  and  most  capable  of  the  privates  being  selected  and  sent  here  to  be  prepared 
as  non-commissioned  officera  for  their  regiments.  The  second  branch  is  for  the 
of  their  cavalry  bands — boys — the  sons  of  QendtvrfMB  and  old  sol* 
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dten  being  sent  here,  to  be  rendered  mnsiciang  previoos  to  being  admitted  into  the 
regimental  bands.  The  effect  of  it  is  plainly  visible ;  and  I  doabt  if  the  English 
bands,  though  sustained  at  enoimoos  expense  by  the  officers,  can  eqaal  the  Frenclu 
The  third  branch  is  the  School  for  Farriers.  It  may  be  added,  though  not 
I4>pertaining  so  immediately  to  the  miHtaiy,  that  there  is  connected  ivith  the 
school  a  very  huge  Government  HazaH,nmnbering  some  as  beantifnl  ATiimwla  as  I 
have  ever  seen,  many  of  them  AzahSy  many,  too^  of  Rnglish  blood,  all  being  des- 
tined for  the  nse  of  the  Institntion. 

Sir,  again  let  me  apologise  for  thns  addressing  yon  nnoffidaUy,  bnt  snch  I 
believe  is  yonr  desire,  and  is  the  only  mode  for  an  officer  commnnicating  direct 
with  the  War  Department 

Sur,  with  all  respect,  &c;, 

Tomr  most  obedient  aerranty 

P.  EEABNY, 
84e(md  lAmOenant  FirH  Dragoemi* 
The  Honorable 

J.  B.  ForaGOBiT, 

84cr0kuy  tf  War,  Woihlngtmu 


CHAPTER  VI. 

EL  TELL  JlND  EL  flEB8OU0» 
FBANCE  IN  AFSICA. 

MBeholdtheAMcsB, 

That  trftTenea  the  Tast  Namidlan  deseitfl 
In  qaeet  of  piey,  and  livea  upon  his  bow.— 

^'gombattbb  bt  souffkib." 

**  Journal  de  rJPsBpsdUUm  etdela  SUraiU  de  Cm$UuUlkm  «i  1886  /  par  wi  YofnaUa^iM, 
Qffitier  de  PArmee  Afrique,"^ 

EXABHT  IK  ALGIERS. 

Sicily  waa  considered  the  training  ground  of  the  Roman  and 
Carthaginian  armies,  contending  for  the  Empire  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. Algiers  has  been  the  training  ground  of  the  French  Army 
— dreaming  of  another  European  career  of  conquest  and  spoliation 
like  that  which  they  enjoyed  under  the  First  Napoleon.  The 
present  French  ruler  seems  never  to  have  forgotten  a  remark  made 
by  Fbedebick  the  Great:  "That  if  he  were  King  of  France,  not 
a  shot  would  be  fired  in  Europe  without  his  permission.'*  It  is  a 
very  hard  school;  it  forged  and  tempered  the  steel-heads  of  those 
columns  which  did  the  fighting  in  the  Crimea;  who  stormed  the 
heights  at  Alma;  brought  succor  at  Inkerman;  captured  the 
Malakoff,  and  wrested  victory  from  the  Austrians  in  1859|  from 
Monte  Bello  to  Solferino. 

Although  a  tropical  land,  the  vicissitudes  of  the  temperature  are  ' 
as  fearftd  asthose  which  convert  iron  into  steeL  In  the  mountain 
regions,  only  a  short  distance  from  the  coast,  the  changes  are  almost 
incredible.  In  the  retreat  of  the  first  expedition  against  Constan- 
tino—23d  November  to  11th  December,  1886— the  French  suffered 
as  much  from  snow  and  cold  as  they  did  in  other  years  from  heat^ 
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• 

This  rotrcaty  in  many  of  its  hardships  and  perils,  was  a  repetition  in 
miniaturo  of  the  retreat  from  Moscow,  1812.    Indeed,  some  of  the 
old  ofHcors  declared  that  during  this  campaign  of  seventeen  dajrs 
they  had  cacoontered  in  Africa  the  icy  cold  of  Moscow  and  the 
bottomless  mud  of  Warsaw.    No  wonder  Kearny  did  not  con- 
template the  mire  of  the  sacred  soil  with  a  dread  equal  to  that 
of  MgClellan,  afler  floundering  through  that  of  Barbary,  road- 
less, and  soaked  with  the  continual  and  severe  rains  of  that  zonr\ 

During  the  second  siege  of  Constantine,  which  was  successful, 
one  French  regiment  was  exposed  ''for  fifty  hours,  without  rest  or 
sustenance,  to  a  pelting  stoim  of  snow  and  rain." 

Lieutenant  Baasloff,  of  the  Danish  Artillery,  a  very  prominent 
of&cer,  who,  like  Eeabny,  participated,  as  a  volunteer,  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  1840-41,  relates  a  very  interesting  anecdote  of  this  retreat, 
from  commencement  to  end  a  series  of  the  most  fearful  sufferings, 
labors,  and  privations.  OAe  of  his  friends,  who  was  present,  told 
him  that  after  twenty-four  hours  of.  almost  insupportable  miseries, 
he  mustered  his  energies  to  enable  him  to  live  through  the  coming, 
night,  which  promised  no  alleviation  of  them,  standing,  leaning 
against  his  horse  and  holdiog  him  by  the  bridle.  Two  private  sol- 
diers, wrapped  in  their  cloaks,  had  lain  themselves  down  in  the  deep 
mud  at  his  feet  After  they  had  renuuned  quiet  in  this  uncomfor- 
table position  for  some  time,  one  of  them  suddenly  roused  himself 
into  a  sitting  position  and  exclaimed:  'SWell,  I  declare,  I  wonder 
what  they  are  playing  at  the  Varieties  Theatre  (in  Paris)  to-night," 
after  which  he  sank  down  again  into  the  sleety  slush  and  slumber 
of  exhaustion.  When  the  day  broke,  Raasloff's  friend  sought  to 
awaken  the  two  sleepers,  but  in  vain.  They  both  slept  the  sleep 
which  knows  no  waking.  What  an  illustration  of  the  careless  dis- 
position of  French  soldiers,  and  under  such  circumstances  1 

Then  agaio,  during  the  operations  in  summer,  the  heat  almost 
surpasses  belief  In  some  of  his  letters,  Kearnt  is^oke  of  men  and 
horses  &lling  dead  around  him  from  the  heat  under  a  burning  sky, 
like  the  heaven  of  brass  prophesied  to  the  Israelites  as  a  curse. 
Notwithstanding,  the  French  troops,  were  called  upon  to  undergo 
marches  and  privations — such  as  it  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive 
that  men  can  survive,  especially  during  the  season  of  the  Simoon, 
or  wind  from  the  desert  Life  at  times  becomes  a  burthen  to  them, 
and  the  exclamation  is  quoted  as  made  by  more  than  one :  "I  wish 
that  the  Bedouins  would  grow  out  of  the  ground  by  millions  and 
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pat  an  end  to  ns  all."  All  this,  however,  realizes  the  truth  of  the 
proverb,  "Fatigue  and  privation  render  the  soldier  careless  of 
danger,"  and,  or  yet  make  the  best  soMicrs. 

The  writer  can  speak,  to  some  extent  fi'ora  personal  experience, 
in  regard  to  the  climate  in  the  fall.  Suffering  from  a  disease  of  the 
chest,  iie  made  a  trip  to  Algiers  in  1851,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
month  of  November,  which  C\st£Llae,  an  old  African  campaigner, 
styles  "the  Father  of  Tempests  "  (lepere  dea  tempetes).  The  party 
experienced  the  truth  of  thid  remark.  They  looked  forward  to  a 
trip  over  summer  seas  of  not  over  forty-eight  hours'  duration. 
Vain  hope  I  Worse  weather  and  more  wicked  seas  werenever  encoun- 
tered on  the  ocean.  It  was  not  only  tempestuous,  but  the  wind  was 
intensely  cold  and  penetrating,  one  of  those  terrible  piercing  north- 
westers, descending  from  the  snow-clad  Cevennes  and  Pyrenees 
which  share  dominion  with  the  Mistral,  whose  cradle  is  the  ever- 
lasting snows  and  glaciers  of  the  Alps.  These  are  the  winds  which 
render  the  south  of  France  so  dangerous  to  persons  affected  with 
weak  lungs,  and  make  the  navigation  of  the  "  Gulf  of  the  Lion  " — 
not "  of  Lyons,"  as  it  is  now  written — so  perilous  during  the  late  fall, 
winter,  and  early  spring. 

The  Merovde  left  Marseilles,  15th  November,  at  2  p.  HkC.,  in  one  of 
these  gales  so  fierce  that  the  steamer,  instead  of  putting  forth  on 
its  direct  course,  crept  along  the  French  coast  not  five  miles  from 
the  land  until  off  Cape  Creux,  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  miles, 
where  the  mountains  are  thrust  forth  just  north  of  the  Gulf  of  Ro- 
sas. Thence  the  vessel  was  steered  for  the  straits  between  Majorca 
and  Minorca,  passing  in  sight  of  the  former  and  of  Cabrera — ^a  den 
of  horrors  for  the  French  prisoners  taken  by  thje  Spaniards  duiing 
the  Napoleonic  wars — ^and  then  dkectly  south  for  Algiers,  where  it 
arrived  on  the  18th,  about  11  p.  m.,  having  consumed  eighty-three 
horn's  in  accomplishing  what  the  passengers  were  assm'ed  would 
take  only  forty-eight  Amid  all  the  discomforts  of  this  passage, 
there  are  incidents  which  linger  on  the  memory  like  glimpses  of 
fairy  land-  On  the  17th  the  passengers  had  a  magnificent  view  of 
the  Spanish  coast,  with  the  Pyrenees  rising  in  all  then*  grandeur, 
one  sheet  of  glistening  snow,  like  a  vast  succession  of  pyramids 
of  polished  Pentelican  marble,  and  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  in  per- 
fect contrast,  the  shores  of  Majorca — ^where  the  best  oranges  eaten 
in  France  are  grown— were  plainly  visible,  all  bathed  in  lovely 
moonlight. 
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Finding  Algiers  anything  but  a  suitable  plaoe  for  an  invalid,  and 
the  temperature  entirely  dependent  upon  the  sun,  which  did  not 
shine  auspiciously,  since  it  poured  almost  the  whole  time,  the  party 
determined  to  seek  a  more  propitious  climate.  While  the  sky  is 
clouded  and  the  rains  £ill,  fii'es  are  indispensable  for  those  who  do 
not  enjoy  good  health  and  are  accustomed  to  such  a  comfort ;  then 
when  the  sun  does  come  out.,  the  contrast  makes  the  heat  almost  in- 
supportable. While  in  Algiers,  the  party  saw  all  that  was  to  be 
seen ;  ascended  the  mountain  Sahel,  in  the.  rear  of  the  city,  looking 
down  upon  the  plain  of  the  Metidjah,  where  Pun.  E^earnt  fought 
in  1840,  the  last  time  that  the  Arabs  ventured  a  descent  into  the 
fertile  lowlands,  between  the  Sahel  and  the  Lesser  Atlas,  an  intervale 
varying  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  miles  in  width — ^many  remem- 
bered an  American  officer  who  distinguished  himself  the  List  time 
the  Arabs  descended  into  the  plain — drove  in  and  out  the  different 
gates  through  the  new  and  stupendous  fortifications,  and  along  the 
splendid  military  roads ;  climbed  to  the  ramparts  of  the  Emperors 
Fort ;  visited  the  son  of  the  last  Mufti,  himself  an  old  man,  at  his 
vilLi  a  few  miles  outside  the  wails,  who  did  not  think  much  of  the 
French,  but  seemed  to  have  the  highest  respect  for  the  broadsides 
— which  he  had  heard — of  England  and  America ;  threaded  the  lanes, 
and  roamed  through  the  Cazbah,  the  former  palace  of  the  expatri- 
ated Deys;  in  fact  viewed  everything  except  the  interior  of  a 
mosque—and  that  no  one  cared  to  enter  for  fear  of  cold,  or  adding 
to  it,  from  walking  on  damp  floors  with  bare  feet — a  sacrifice  visit- 
ors must  make  to  their  curiosity,  since  everyone  had  to  take  off  his 
boots  or  shoes. 

The  return  passage  occupied  nearly  five  days,  in  consequence  of 
a  succession  of  fierce  blows.  The  Merovee  sailed  from  Algiers  on 
the  20th,  at  1  p.  il,  in  the  height  of  a  strong  Libecchio  or  south- 
wester,  and,  with  a  heavy  sea  running,  steered  toward  the  Islands 
of  Majorca  and  Ivica,  passing  so  close  to  the  former  that  the  city  of 
Palma — ^its  capital — was  distinctly  seen.  On  the  22d,  2  p.  m.,  when 
off  the  Gulf  of  Bosas,  the  Mistral  burst  fr*om  the  N.  £.  like  a 
thunderbolt  upon  the  steamer,  with  the  fury  which  makes  it  a  terror 
at  this  season  to  those  who  navigate  these  waters.  The  tempest 
and  the  sea  leaped  into  existence  simultaneously,  as  if  they  had 
been  evoked  by  the  wand  of  an  enchanter,  and  the  vessel  was 
struck  down  and  deluged  with  water  in  an  instant.  No  descrip- 
tion can  do  justice  to  a  veritable  Mistral,  or  give  a  just  idea  of  its 
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powers.  A  very  ugly  heavy  sea  rose  like  magic.  Almost  the  first 
filled  the  whole  deck,  crowded  with  soldiers,  well,  sick,  and  wounded. 
The  captain  hoisted  jib,  put  the  helm  up,  wore  ship,  and  ran  for 
the  port  of  Palamos,  as  the  nearest  safe  hai'bor,  Rosas  not  being 
sufficiently  good  holding  ground.  While  rounding  to,  the  light  iron 
boat  was  almost  rolled  over,  the  gunwale  went  under,  decks  flooded, 
wind  howling;  but  once  before  the  gale,  all  right,  although  the  sea,  * 
bright  green,  foam-crested  and  streaked,  followed  like  a  wall, 
threatening  to  poop  the  steamer — ^that  is,  break  over  the  stern — 
and  sweep  the  decks,  and  reared  like  a  wall  before.  All  the  time 
the  sky  was  as  serene  and  beautiful  as  possible,  and  the  sun  shone 
in  all  its  brilliancy ;  meanwhile  the  wind  raging  like  fury.  With 
the  first  gust  the  captain  remarked :  "  The  Mistrao" — so  they  call  it 
in  their  patois — "was  a  good  broom;  it  swept  the  sky  clean."  And 
so  it  did,  and  visibly,  driving  before  it  the  dense  masses  of  clouds 
like  vast  flocks  of  sheep  hunted  by  dogs,  and  in  a  veiy  few  minutes 
the  vault  above  was  one  vast  expanse  of  blue,  undefiled  by  a  single 
stain. 

Palamos  seemed  quite  a  pretty  place,  or  rather  a  series  of  villages 
than  one  continuous  town — ^with  houses  and  churches  constructed 
of  stone — picturesquely  disposed  around  a  circular  bay,  well  pro- 
tected from  the  prevailing  winds.  Some  of  the  houses  were  on  the 
beach  almost  at  the  water's  edge,  the  others  a  little  back  in  the 
gorges,  of  the  hills — apparently  well  cultivated  and  handsomely 
wooded — ^which  surrounded  the  harbor  like  the  wall  of  an  amphi- 
theatre, while  the  main  town  at  the  Eastern  extremity  of  the  bay  - 
has  a  mole  and  breakwater  sheltering  quite  a  commodious  although 
small  jJort.  There  were  a  nimiber  of  vessels  at  anchor  here,  one  a 
bark,  the  rest  large-sized  coasters.  On  Sunday,  22d,  6  f.  i^,  after 
twenty-four  hours'  detention,  the  wind  having  subsided,  the  Mero- 
v^e  put  to  sea,  but,  at  the  same  spot  as  the  day  before,  off  Cape 
Creux,  was  assailed  by  a  second  and  severer  edition  of  the  Mistral, 
and  driven  back  to  Palamos.  On  Monday  morning,  23d,  2  a.  m., 
anchor  was  weighed  a  second  time,  and  at  11  p.  m.  on  the  24th  the 
party  landed  in  Marseilles  in  another  rain  storm.  This  is  a  worse 
climate  than  America.  When  it  don't  rain,  oh,  how  it  blows,  so 
cold,  so  bitter  cold !  A  calm,  quiet,  joyous  day,  and  clear  sunshine, 
seem  incompatible.  Rain  and  lowering  skies  and  mm*ggy,  warm, 
damp  weather,  with  pouring  or  soaking  rain,  always  go  together. 
On  board  the  steamer  there  were  said  to  be  five  hundred  soldiers, 
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mosQy  invalidfl,  many  with  constitations  prostrated  with  African 
fever.  Whether  drenched  from  the  waves,  which  broke  over  the 
vessel,  or  the  rain,  which  fell  in  floods,  succeeded  in  the  Gulf  of 
Perpignan  by  the  Mistral,  which — ^while  it  broomed  the  sky  of 
clouds  and  unveiled  the  son — brought  with  it  the  piercing  cold  of 
the  Alpine  snows  and  glaciers,  these  soldiers  had  no  shelter  what- 
ever, for  five  days,  but  a  sail  stretched  across  the  bow,  simply  to 
break  the  force  of  the  icy  gale. 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  condition  of  the  five  hundred  invalids 
on  board  the  Merovee,  during  the  return  trip.  This  was  nothing  to 
the  crowd  on  the  passage  to  Algiers :  it  seemed  as  if  there  was  scarce- 
ly an  inch  of  the  deck  but  was  occupied  with  soldiers,  colonists  and 
their  wives,  children,  and  all  those  who  could  not  afford  to  pay  for 
better  accommodations.  The  tempestuous  weather  was  bad  enough 
for  those  unaccustomed  to  it,  but  it  was  the  intense  cold  that  made  it 
so  terrible  to  these  exposed  human  beings.  The  wind,  descending 
from  the  snow-clad  Alps,  Cevenn^s,  and  Pyrenees,  penetrated  like 
*^ gimlets  of  ice;"  and  it  was  stated  in  Algiers  that  on  board  a  naval 
transport,  the  *^  Pluton,"  from  Toulon,  loaded  with  troops,  which  put 
into  Minorca,  one  or  two  men  died  from  the  effects  of  the  cold,  and  a 
number  of  others — "  a  dozen"  was  the  word  used — ^were  so  severely 
frost-bitten  as  to  become,  comparatively  speaking,  invalids  for  life. 
These  troops  were  not  either  sick  or  wounded,  returning  from 
Algiers  with  broken  constitutions — ^who  make  the  transit,  whatever 
maybe  the  state  of  the  weather,  without  shelter  on  the  open  deck — 
but  healthy  reinforcements  from  the  mother  country. 

LAJfFiva,  a  German  ofiioer,  who  served  in  Africa  in  the  '^  Foreign 
Legion,"  who  spoke  fr'om  experience,  testifies,  that ''  a  pickled  her- 
ring has  more  space  allotted  to  it  in  the  barrel  than  a  soldier  oH 
board  a  French  (Mediterranean)  steamboat."* 

^*  During  the  summer  the  surface  of  the  Mediterranean  is  almost 
as  smooth  as  a  mirror.  The  blue  tranq)arent  water  looks  so  gentle 
and  harmless  that  one  can  scarcely  believe  in  the  terrific  powers 
which  slumber  in  its  bosom.  In  the  later  autumn  it  entirely  alters 
its  character :  storms,  and  frequentiy  even  hurricanes,  render  the 
African  coasts  the  most  dangerous  in  the  world." 

The  changes  of  temperature  in  the  province  of  Algiers  itself, 
present  contrasts  just  as  startling  as  the  sea  which  bathes  its  shore. 
In  mid-summer  the  thermometer  rises  to  100^,  and  in  the  winter  in 
the  mountain  regions,  snow  storms  rage  with  violence.    As  a  mk^ 
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in  the  spring  and  early  faiXiy  and  always  daring  the  sammer,  the 
extreme  heat  is  constant  in  the  plains  and  yalleys.  Amid  the 
mountains,  however,  sndden  storms  oocnr  when  the  thermometer 
falls,  to  such  A  degree  that  the  soldiers  sufiSsr  as  much  from  the  cold 
and  wet  as  they  had  previously  from  the  heat  and  drought  In  the 
fidl,  winter,  and  spring  the  rains  are  very  cold,  and  often  of  long 
continuance.  The  author  of  ^'A  Summer  in  the  Sahara,"  writing  from 
Medeah,  22d  May,  1853,  records  that  even  at  that  late  period  '^Winter 
still  kept  his  foot  planted  on  the  white  summits  of  the  Mouzaia,"  and 
on  the  28th  October,  1840,  the  summit  of  the  Djebel  Mouzaia,  or 
else  the  Beni  Sala,  visible  from  the  north  through  the  Pass 
of  Tenyah,  is  represented  like  a  glistening  pyramid  of  frosted  silver. 
This  must  be  the  mountain,  Nador,  alluded  to  by  Castellans,  19th 
November,  1840,  which  rises  to  the  north  of  Medeah.  He  says, 
^  the  last  platoons  of  the  rear-guard  disappeared  behind  Mount 
Nador.  The  last  image,  the  remembrance  of  France,  seems  to  have 
withdrawn."  These,  however, maybe  exceptional  cases,  although  it 
would  seem  not,  since  a  deserter  related  the  following  curious 
anecdote  of  the  Emir's  troops,  who  occupied  that  pass  in  October, 
1840.  ^'  The  Arab  Regulars  in  order  to  protect  themselves  against 
the  cold,  stuck  each  one  his  leg  into  the  wide  pantaV>on8  of  his  next 
neighbor,  and  thus  lay  down  to  sleep,  chained  ortrowsered  together, 
as  it  were,  in  one  mass."  Had  the  alarm  been  sudden,  >^  The 
Philistines  are  upon  thee,"  they  must  either  have  been  all  captured 
or  slaughtered.  Fortunately,  they  had  time  to  disengage  them* 
selves  before  they  were  attacked  by  the  French  troops.  This 
proves,  however,  th^t  it  must  have  been  exceedingly  cold  to  compel 
acclimated  men  to  resort  to  such  an  expedient  to  keep  themselves 
warm  in  the  presehce  of  the  enemy. 

R  AASLOFF,  at  another  place,  frimishes  statements  which  prove  what 
a  fearful  mortality  attends  the  campaigns  in  this  fitM  climate.  In 
1840 — t^e  yeai*  when  Eeabnt  won  Ms  spurs,  and  first  saw  fire— 
during  the  months  of  July,  August^  and  September,  there  was  a 
monthly  average  of  14,000  sick,  and  during  the  last  five  months  of 
that  year  7,000  died  in  the  military  hospitals  in  Algiers.  This  does 
not  include  those  who  were  sent  back  to  France  to  die  or  recover 
there. 

In  the  year  1841,  the  number  of  days  during  which  patients  were 
on  the  sick  list  amounted  to  2,269,588.  These,  divided  by  75,000 
m^  give  31  days  in  the  hospital  for  every   military  man  in 


70  BIOGBAPHT  OF  HAJOB-GENEBAL  PHILIP  KEARNT. 

Algiers.  During  this  same  year,  the  mortality  in  the  hospitals  in 
Africa  was  7,812,  to  which  most  be  added  484,  who  died  on  their 
passage  back  to  France,  or  in  the  hospitals  there.  Total,  8,296,  or 
over  11  1-2  per  cent  of  the  effective  force  of  the  army. 

As  to  the  mortality  and  suffering  among  the  beasts  of  burthen,  it 
was  almost  incredible.  Not  a  single  expedition  took  place  which, 
when  it  terminated,  might  not  have  been  justly  termed  disorganized 
in  a  far  greater  degree  than  our  own  dear  Army  of  the  Potomac,  on 
the  2d  September,  1862,  when,  to  elevate  the  rehabilitating  powers  of 
McClellan  and  his  favorites,  it  was  represented  to  be  in  such  a 
shocking  condition.  If  any  officer  wishes  to  appreciate  the  hard- 
ships of  a  soldier's  life,  he  has  only  to  make  one  campaign  in  Africa^ 
to  comprehend  all  its  labors,  privations,  hardships,  and  dangers — the 
worst,  since  the  climate  engenders  diseases  which  assail  the  body 
through  the  mind  as  well  as  through  the  ordinary  channels.  One 
of  these  is  nostalgia,  or  home-sickness,  to  which  Raasloff  and  Lamp- 
ing both  feelingly  allude.  The  other  is  that  inexplicable  depression 
of  spirits — ^very  similar  in  its  effects  to  the  preceding,  but  yet  not 
altogether  the  same,  which  too  often  converts  a  slight  or  curable 
wound  into  a  dangerous  one,  or  mortal,  such  as  neither  surgeon, 
medicine,  nor  any  amount  of  care  can  alleviate. 

To  show  of  what  indomitable  stuff  Phil  Keabnt  was  made, 
when  he  left  Saumur  to  proceed  to  Algiers  he  was  so  iQ  that  he  had 
to  be  carried  to  his  carriage,  and  one  of  his  comr^es  wrote  out  to 
the  United  States  that  "  he  would  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  Eleabkt 
left  his  bones  in  Africa.**  Whether  it  was  that  intense  mental 
excitement  overcame  any  physical  weakness,  there  was  something 
astonishing  in  the  manner  in  which  the  climate  of  Algiers,  so 
trying  or  fatal  to  the  majority,  agreed  with  him*.  One  of  his  rela- 
tives refers  to  this  at  the  time,  quoting  from  one  of  his  letters,  that 
while  he  was  dashing  about  and  fighting  for  the  love  of  the  thing 
under  the  burning  skies  of  Africa,  when  men  and  horses  were  fal- 
ling around  him  from  the  effects  of  the  intense  heat,  he  was  breath- 
ing in  health  and  strength,  and  returned  home  in  robust  health. 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  present  a  clear  idea  of  the  climate  of 
that  region  in  which  France  forms  the  nerves  and  sinews  of  her 
army,  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  the  majority  of  the  weather  which 
our  armies  had  to  encounter,  the  reader  may  desire  to  know  some- 
thing in  regard  to  the  French  conquests  and  wars  in  Northern 
Africa. 
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In  Maj-Jvljy  18S0y  General  Boubmont  landed  a  French  army, 
and  captured  Algiers.  Bj  this  conquest  the  French  obtained  a 
colony,  fertile  and  accessible,  which  they  had  long  coveted,  and  con- 
siderable plunder.  It  is  questionable  whether  they  have  ever  derived 
any  other  benefit  &om  it  than  the  formation  of  an  army,  which,  as 
far  as  it  goes,  shows  it  has  no  superior.  Down  to  1845,  the  con- 
quest was  hai'dly  more  than  nomins^,  although  the  campaign  in 
1840,  in  which  Ejqarnt  participated,  gave  some  very  rude  shocks 
to  the  native  powers  of  resistence.  In  1836  occurred  the  first 
expedition  against  Constantine  which  ended  in  disaster. 

Up  to  this  time  Abp-kl-Kadkr,  although  a  powerful  chief,  had 
not  become  the  supreme  leader  of  the  Arabs,  although  he  had 
opposed  the  French  with  ability  and  intrepidity,  especially  in  the 
west,  for  several  years.  There,  in  1882,  before  Oran,  he  expe- 
rienced  a  Gettysburg  defeat  in  a  conflict  which  lasted  three  days, 
^like  our  own  great  battle  for  national  existence.  In  1885  he 
seemed  to  have  established  a  regular  government,  and  even  to  have 
reconstructed  the  Arab  nationality.  During  the  succeeding  years 
he  gained  great  desultory  successes  over  the  French.  These,  on  the 
3d  May,  1837,  concluded  with  him  the  Treaty  of  the-  T'o/Via,  which, 
while  it  conceded  great  advantages  to  the  Ai*ab  Chief,  and  afforded 
him  the  amplest  opportunities  to  consolidate  his  power,  left  them 
firee  to  turn  their  arms  against  Constantine  and  restore  their  mili- 
tary credit  by  the  capture  of  that  place,  13th  October,  1837.  This 
was  a  happy  stroke,  both  of  arms  and  of  policy,  for  the  French,  since 
their  influence  had  suffered  gi*eatly  by  their  fSiilure  under  its  walls. 

The  subsequent  campaigns  of  1840  and  1841  may  be  said  to  have 
broken  the  confederated  power  which  Abd-el-Kajoeb  had  consoli- 
dated. Then  the  campaigns  of  1842  and  1843  were  directed  against 
the  individual  tribes,  and  soon  brought  them  to  reason. 

When  DAiiiBEMONT,  the  French  Governor  and  Commander-in- 
Chie^  was  killed  before  Constantine,  12th  Octobei*,  1837,  at  the 
moment  when  his  plans  for  the  capture  of  the  city  were  on  the  point 
of  being  crowned  with  success,  the  conmiand  devolved  upon  Yalee 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  those  highest  in  rank,  as  well  as  by  right 
of  seniority.  He  realized  the  truth  of  the  dying  words  of  the  heroic 
Colonel  Combes,  who  fell  in  the  triumphant  storming.  Pierced  with 
two  balls,  this  officer  of  the  old  Roman  type  reported  the  success  of 
the  movement,  which  he  had  directed  and  led,  and  closed  the 
aoooont  with  these  words :  ''  Happy,"  said  he,  to  the  Royal  Duke  of 
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Niemonrsy  ^^  happy  are  they  who  are  not  wounded  to  the  death  (or 
mortally);  they  will  live  to  enjoy  the  trimnph— i.  e.y  or  reap  the 
rewards."  Then  he  withdrew  to  his  tent^  and  the  next  day  the 
army  had  to  deplore  his  decease.  Y alee  received  the  prize  doe  to 
Dabocsmomt,  jost  as  too  many  in  om*  late  dvil  war  assamed  the 
laurels  which  ought  to  have  been  hung  on  the  tombstones  of  the 
dead. 

For  the  capture  of  this  African  stronghold — ^the  prize  of  so  much 
blood  and  suffering — ^Vaucb  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Marshal 
»  of  France,  and  made  Gk>vemor-General  of  Algiers  His  power  waa 
despotic  and  his  disposition  did  not  move  him  to  use  his  authority 
with  gentleness.  W.  von  Raaslofp,  a  distinguished  repreqieiktative 
of  the  Danish  Artillery,  afterwards  Minist^  or  Political  Agent 
from  Denmark  to  this  country,  hereinbefore  quoted,  who  made  the 
oamp^gn  in  1840  under  him,  and  another  under  Btjoeatjd,  would 
seem  to  represent  him  as  one  of  the  most  severe  and  most  unfeeling 
of  men.  If  his  character  is  not  overdrawn  by  this  writer,  he  might 
almost  be  styled  pitiless. 

Raasloff  relates  two  anecdotes  of  Yaube,  the  £rst  ,of  which 
occurred  while  he  was  serving  in  Spain  during  the  time  of 
Napoleon  ;  of  the  second  of  these  the  Danish  Yolunteer  was  an 
eye-witness.  The  one  proves  that  Yaleb  had  no  generous 
appreciation  of  the  nobility  of  manhood,  the  other  that  he  had  no 
sympathy  for  the  grandeur  of  that  foititude  which  Napoleqn  de- 
clared to  be  the  first  of  military  virtues.  Keabnt  himself  related 
another  incident^  which  shows  such  a  hard  heart,  that  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  memory  has  been  treacherous.  Upon  one  occasion  an 
hospital  had  been  established  in  a  pointion  which  the  Marshal  had 
selected  for  his  headquarters,  or  else  the  cries  of  the  wounded  di»- 
tm'bed  him.  He  at  once  ordered  them  to*  be  removed  out  of  ear- 
shot ;  and  that  night  the  Arabs  made  a  dash,  or  stole  within  the 
lines,  and  cut  off  all  their  heads.  This,  however,  was  about  the 
substance  of  the  story.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not,  the  old  Mar- 
shal was  a  pitiless  disciplinarian.  His  Napoleonic  contempt  for 
human  life,  as  Raasloff  styles  it,  would  not  be  tolerated  by  our 
soldiers  in  this  country. 

Yet  it  was,  perhaps,  well  that  Eearnt  saw  his  first  real  service 
under  such  a  man,  who,  with  all  his  faults,  was  a  commander  of 
very  great  ability,  and  the  "  creator  of  the  French  Artillery  "  of  hia 
day.    It  taught  him  the  difference  between  the  true  and  the  sham. 


BIOGBAPHY  OP  MAJOB^GEITEBAL  PHILIP  EEABNT.  73 

the  "  M&n  of  Iron  "  from  the  want  of  appreciation  of  men,  and  the 
"  Man  of  Iron  **  from  the  inexorable  demand  of  the  hour,  the  latter 
the  man  for  the  orisifl  of  a  nation.  He  could  apprehend  all  l^at  was 
great  in  Yaleb  and  lay  it  to  heart  as  an  example  to  be  followed, 
and  appreciate  all  that  was  nnworthj  of  imitation,  as  exemplified 
by  his  speech  to  the  Duse  of  Orleaks,  when  the  yoang  Prinoe 
bade  adieu  to  his  troops  after  the  expedition  through  the  ^^Iron. 
Gates."  Amid  the  profound  and  general  emotion,  Yalee  wacf 
heard  to  exclaim:  '^Now  it  is  time  to  die.  After  having  counted 
three  sons  of  the  King  in  my  army,  and  having  seen  two  under 
fire,  nothing  is  left  for  me  but  to  quit  (dechairy 

Abz>-£l-Kaper,  which  signifies  ^^  Servant  of  the  Almighty,''  and 
rrfers  to  his  saintly  extraction  and  religious  education  and  chdms, 
a  true  representative  of  Arab  ability,  was  a  politician  of  no  mean 
capacity,  and  a  General  wdl  adapted  to  develop  and  direct  the 
warlike  and  fanatic  tribes  which  acknowledged  his  authority.  His 
personal  appearance  was  alone  sufficient  to  inspire  respect  The 
writer  had  ample  opportunities  of  judging  of  this.  He  was  intro- 
duced to  him  in  18*51,  had  rooms  adjacent  to  him  in  the  same  hotel 
in  Marseilles,  and  saw  him  again  in  1862  at  Avignon.  At  this  time 
he  was  about  forty-seven  years  of  age.  No  portrait  begins  to  do 
justice  to  his  beauty — ^if  such  a  term  can  be  applied  to  a  man ; 
although  it  is  just  in  his  case,  for  very  few  women  could  surpass 
him  in  the  delicacy  and  regularity  of  his  features.  Select  the  hand- 
somest portrait  ever  exhibited  of  this  Arab  ChieftaiD,  and  it  falls 
fiir  short  of  the  original  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  since  no  psdnting 
could  give  any  idea  of  the  gentle  expression  of  his  eyes  and  coun- 
tenance in  repose,  nor  of  its  fire  when  aroused. 

As  Keabny's  report  of  his  experiences  in  Algiers,  made  to  Major- 
General  Scott,  on  his  return  in  the  fall  of  1840 — although  diligent 
search  has  been  made  in  former  years,  and  even  afl»r  this  was  partly 
written — ^is  not  to  be  found  among  the  archives  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment nor  elsewhere,  and  as  all  documents,  letters,  and  memoranda 
relating  to  his 'service  in  Afiica  appear  to  have  been  destroyed, 
therefore  a  tenacious  memory,  the  narratives  of  eotemporaries,  and 
a  series  of  first-class  works  on  Algerian  affairs,  are  the  sources  firom 
which  the  following  chapters  or  narratives  have  been  compiled. 
That  Keabny  went  to  Algiers  witii  the  Duke  OF  Or£eaks  was  always 
understood;  that  he  passed  the  Grates  of  Iron  with  that  Prince  is 
stated  by  a  military  historian ;  that  he  was  at  the  storming  of  the 
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Pass  at  Mouzaia  is  testified  by  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  brother  of 
the  DuEE  OF  Obleans  that  he  displayed  great  gallantry  and  forti- 
tude is  borne  witness  to  by  his  immediate  commander  and  com- 
rades. Many  of  the  incidents  can  be  corroborated  from  the  remin- 
iscences of  the  writer,  who  had  them  from  Keabnt  himself,  from 
references  in  letters,  and  from  conversations  in  Europe  and  Africa 
with  participants  in  the  campaign  of  1840.  The  descriptions  of  the 
operations  themselves,  and  of  the  localities  are  from  the  best  his- 
torical works  upon  the  subject,  or  from  the  naiTatives  of  volunteers 
who  took  part  in  the  events  which  they  describe.  The  operations 
in  the  fall  of  1839,  and  of  the  spring  and  summer  of  1840,  were 
among  the  most  glorious  for  the  French  arms  in  Africa.  In  Octo- 
ber, the  Duke  of  Orleans  achieved  a  moral  military  triumph  which 
will  ever  be  coupled  widi  his  name— the  passage  of  the  ^'Iron 
Gates  of  the  Adas."  The  marvelous  deft  threaded  by  the  French 
column  was  justly  considered  impracticable  for  an  army,  much  more 
so  for  one  carrying  with  it  any  kind  of  artillery  or  material  The 
natives  were  almost  jnstified  in  believing  that  no  armed  opposition 
was  necessary  to  render  it  unfortunate,  since  natm-e  itself  had  done 
all  that  was  requisite  to  make  it  dreadfrd  and  perilous,  and  a  single 
shower  could  not  only  render  the  bold  adventure  impossible,  but 
utterly  destructive.  .The  belief  that  the  Roman  Legionaries — 
those  universal  and  irresistible  conquerors,  who  have  left  traces  of 
their  iron-handed  occupation  throughout  Northern  Africa,  in  what- 
ever quartei'^the  French  have  penetrated — ^had  never  achieved  the 
passage  of  these  "Iron  Gates,"  must  have  been  a  great  incentive 
to  the  Duke  and  to  his  troops.  To  accomplish  what  the  Romans 
had  not,  was  indeed  a  superlative  honor.  At  all  events,  the  fact 
was  well  established,  that  if  the  Roman  Eagles,  at  some  unknown 
date,  had  gone  through  the  "  Iron  Gates,"  no  other  military  ensign 
had  passed  through  except  the  Gallic  Cock,  eleven  years  afterwards, 
to  be  superseded  by  the  Imperial  Eagle. 

In  the  ensuing  year  the  same  young,  gallant  Prince  achieved  even 
greater  fame  by  a  purely  military  triumph  at  the  Pass  of  the  Mou- 
zaia, since  the  Gutes  of  Iron  were  not  defended ;  whereas  the  Col 
de  Mouzaia,  scarcely  less  strong  by  nature,  was  held  by  a  strong 
force  of  Abd-el-Kadsr's  best  regular  troops,  likewise  an  army  of 
irregulars,  admirable  sharpshooters,  all  inspired  with  the  courage 
of  fanaticism,  which,  in  such  a  natural  fortress,  could  not  have 
been  overcome  but  by  the  discipline  of  picked  veterans  win- 


CHAPTER    VII. 

THROtTGH  EL  BIBAK! 

**JX  Yislta  «ii8iilte  TAlgerlo  on  il  obtint  d^oocompagner  le  Dvo  d'Obliasb,  comme  aide* 
de>camp  honoraire,  pendant  la  campagne  des  Portos  de  Fer." 

m  Tbobbiaitd,  1«  fMk 

**  Tb  traTen«  the  Black  Hoimtaliifl  ttom  Nenstadt  to  Freybnrg,  it  is  neoesaary,  for  the 
apace  of  two  hoars,  to  travel  along  a  narrow  valley  between  perpendicalar  rocks.  Thie 
valley,  or  rather  this  crevice,  at  the  end  of  which  rous  a  torrent,  is  only  a  few  paces  wide, 
and  is  named  the  *  Valley  of  HelL*  By  this  terrible  defile  the  greater  part  of  the  French 
army  (under  Mobbau,  in  1796,)  traversed  the  Black  Forest,  with  an  enemy  (the  Austrian 
army)  on  its  front,  on  its  flanks,  and  in  its  rear.  It  was  of  this  valley  that  Marshal  Villars, 
ilk  170Q,  wrote  the  following  concise  note  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  who  pressed  Villabs  to 
cross  the  BUck  Forest  and  join  him : '  This  Valley  of  Nenstadt,  which  yon  propose  to  vm* 
la  the  road  which  the  people  call  the  *  Valley  of  Hell.*  Well,  If  your  Highness  will  pardon 
me  the  expression,  I  am  not  devil  enongh  to  pass  through  it^^-Campagnet  de  Moreau  ; 
CutCs  '*AnMUqfth6  Witrt/"  %4»,l,h, 66*  Compax^UvBMJLT'B*' ffamibook for JSauOe^ 
Oermany^  SSfl, 

— ^"  behold  black  Acheron  I 
Once  consecrated  to  the  sepnlchre*"  * 

^OHIU)!  HaBOU>. 

**Come  on,  we^ll  quickly  find  a  surer  footing. 
And  something  like  a  pathway,  which  the  torrent 
Hath  wash'd  since  winter.''  — HAJDnum. 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall  of  1839,  the  despatches  from  the 
Generals  in  Algiers  to  the  Home  Government  plainly  demonstrated 
that  hostilities,  sooner  or  later,  were  inevitable.  Abd-el  Kadeb 
seemed  to  look  forward  to  a  renewal  of  the  war  as  .the  only  method 
of  maintaining  his  authority  over  the  Confederation  of  Tribes, 
which  he  had  labored  sp  long  to  bring  about  and  consolidate. 
Marshal  Vai-ee,  Governor-General  of  the  French  possessions,  was 
perfectly  willing  to  accept  the  gage  of  defiance,  and  was  even  will- 
ing  to  provoke  the  Emir  to  throw  it  down  that  he  might  take  it  up. 

This  state  of  affairs  soon  became  known  in  the  army,  and  thus,  at 
an  early  date,  EIeabny  became  apprised  of  what  was  going  on  in 
Africa.  He  at  once  applied  to  the  French  Government  for  per- 
mission to  accompany  an  expedition  into  the  interior,  and  make  a 
campaign  under  generals  who  had  already  won  a  reputation  where- 
as 


76  BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJOR*GENEBAL  PHILIP  KEABKT. 

ever  a  soldier's  name  was  known  and  respected.  His  request  was 
acceded  to,  and  whether  as  an  honorary  aid  on  the  staff  of  the  Duke 
OF  Orleans,  or  as  a  supernumerary  officer  attached  to  the  finest 
light  cavalry  regiment  in  the  service,  he  had  an  oppoi*tunity  to 
acquire,  under  the  best  conditions,  a  practical  military  knowledge, 
and  learn  the  utmost  which  a  soldier  is  called  upon  to  endm*e. 
These  gratifying  appointments  gave  him  a  deUghtful  position  and 
protected  him  against  the  prejudices  entertsdned  by  the  aged  com- 
mander-in-chief against  foreign  officers,  whose  presence  in  his  camp 
was  extremely  distasteful  to  him.  Th^  annoyed  and  bored  him. 
Such,  at  all  events,  was  KEAiiNr's  opinion.  And  armed  with  despotic 
power,  and  gifted  with  an  unamiable  disposition,  it  is  not  likely  that 
he  would  have  made  the  American  volunteer's  service  particularly 
agreeable  to  him,  had  the  young  transatlantic  dragoon  been  forced 
to  come  in  direct  contact  with  him,  or  without  the  intermediation  of 
powerful,  and  willing  protectors. 

Jn  the  fall  of  1839  an  expeditionary  corps  was  assembled  in  the 
province  of  Constantine,  whose  constituentB  were  brought  thither 
partly  in  transports,  direct  from  France,  and  partly  &om  Algiers. 

The  command-in-chief  was  assumed  by  Marshal  Yalee.  Under 
him  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  a  fine  division.  To  the  staff  of  tlie 
latter  Lieutenant  Philip  Kearny  was  attached  as  an  honorary  aid^ 
de-camp.*  The  Marshal  and  Royal  Duke  privately  resolved  to 
undeitake  with  this  eorps  the  somewhat  adventu;rous  march  from 
Constantine,  along  the  Akkaba  precipices,  through  the  Jujura 
(Djardjara)  to  Algiers — adventurous,  indeed,  for  if  Abd-eit-Kader, 
or  any  of  his  dependents  (which  latter,  at  that  time,  the  French  had 
no  longer  any  jight  to  trust),  with  a  mere  handful  of  their  people, 
had  undertaken  to  bar  the  way,  at  certain  defensible  points,  the 
French  column,  totally  destitute  of  any  resources  except  those 
\i^ch  it  carried  with  it,  would  have  been  placed  in  a  most  desperate 
position ;  nay,  more,  if  only  a  few  days  of  rain  had  occmTcd,  the 
principal  defile  would  have  become  totally  impassable.  When  all 
these  risks  are  taken  into  consideration,  this  march  seems  like  a 
bravado,  since  no  real  advantages  could  be  obtained  tlirough  it, 
while,  on  the  contraiy,  as  long  as  Abd-el-Kader  had  not  ratified 
the  Convention  of  Tafna,  which  regulated  the  boundaries  of  the 
French  and  his  own  jurisdiction,  and  had  not  publicly  acknowledged 

*  Dm  Tbobbxavd's  **  C^natro  ans  de  CampagnM,  etc,'  %  990. 
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it,  this  inarch  could  only  senre  still  more  to  excite  the  inimical  feel* 
iiigs  of  the  Arabs  who  adhered  to  the  Emir.  This  march  has  been 
represented  by  the  French  as  an  act  of  taking  possession  of  the 
country  ceded  to  them ;  but  "such  an  interpretation  of  it  can  only 
excite  a  smile,"  for  the  reason  that  at  times  the  French  ti*oops  advanced 
with  such  celerity  that  they  appeared  more  like  a  body  of  fugitives 
than  an  army  of  conquerors,  and  because  they  scarcely  left  any  more 
traces  of  their  passage  through  the  greater  part  of  the  country  tra- 
versed than  a  ship  of  its  course  through  the  ocean. 

Until  the  French  army  had  actually  marched  through  the  district, 
which  they  were  about  to  attempt,  the  most  wonderful  representa- 
tations  and  the  most  fabulous  descriptions  of  its  defiles  were  received 
with  most  implicit  faith  in  France.  The  following  relation  is  com- 
piled fi-om  various  authentic  sources,  but  particularly  from  the  jour- 
nal of  an  officer  who  participated  in  whatever  glory  accrued  to  the 
expedition,  which,  in  many  respects,  was^  truly  glorious,  since  almost 
every  human  success  is  dependent  upon  fortune,  and  it  required  a 
concurrence  of  the  most  fortunate  accidents,  the  favorable  co-operj^- 
tion,  not  of  men  alone,  but  of  nature  also,  not  merely  to  make  it 
successful,  but  to  prevent  it  from  being  disastrous. 

This  description  will  show  what  extreme  difficulties  the  expedi- 
tion had  to  overcome,  and  how  well  it  was  adapted  to  exalt  the 
impressionable  minds  of  the  French,  so  easily  excited  and  affected 
by  elevated  and  exti-aordinary  ideas. 

The  renown  of  this  exploit  will  be  forever  connected  with  the 
name  of  the  Duke  op  Orleans,  the  pet  of  the  nation,  but  especially 
of  the  Army  of  Africa,  whose  dangers  and  privations  he  had  so 
often  shared  in  1835,  1839,  1840 — ^an  army  which  not  only  looked 
up  to  him  as  an  able  and  courageous  leader,  but  confided  in  him 
as  the  true  and  acknowledged  friend  of  the  soldier. 

On  the  24th  October,  1839,  the  expedition  was  at  Setif,  seventy- 
nine  miles  west-south-west  of  Constantine,  directly  south  of  the  Gulf 
of  Bougia.  The  ti'oops  believed  that  they  were  destined  to  open 
the  communication  between  Setif  and  Bougia,  through  the  most 
important  Kabyle  tribes,  which  dwelt  in  the  mountains  around  the 
latter  port ;  an  operation  of  the  greatest  consequence  as  regarded 
the  affairs  of  the  province  of  Constantine.  The  Kabyles,  ifith  . 
whom  the  feint  of  negotiations  was  initiated,  did  not  show  them- 
selves so  much  opposed  to  laying  out  a  road  through  their  land  as 
the  French  smthorities  had  expected. 
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On  the  25th  October  the  column  marched  in  a  direction  which 
Btill  kept  up  the  idea  that  the  objectiye  was  Bou^a.  On  the  26th, 
early  in  the  morning,  the  course  was  changed,  and  after  a  march  of 
two  hours  a  joyful  murmur  suddenly  arose  throughout  the  column, 
for  the  soldiers  of  the  advance  guard  had  discovered  that  they  were 
not  on  the  road  to  Zamourah — a  small  town  northwardly  and  west- 
wardly  of  Setif,  occupied  by  Turks,  which  had  submitted  to  the 
French — ^but  were  "  going  it  loose  "  in  a  more  southerly  direction 
towards  El  Biban,  that  awful  pass  renowned  for  ages.  In  a  moment 
the  cries,  "Algiers!"  "El  Biban!"  "LesPortes  de  Ferl"  "the 
Iron  Gates !"  were  in  every  mouth.  Without  orders  the  soldiers 
quickened  their  pace ;  from  front  to  rear  the  music  of  its  favorite 
song  resounded  in  each  regiment.  There  was  no  more  fever  in  the 
column.  The  brave  French  felt  no  more  sickness,  no  more  fatigue; 
no  one  considered  the  countless  difficulties  which  they  had  to 
encounter,  or  the  weakness  of  the  column,  or  the  mountain  brooks, 
which  a  single  shower  could  swells  into  torrents,  and  thus  render 
advance  and  retreat  equally  impossible.  The  wildest  enthusiasm 
took  possession  of  the  troops,  in  which  the  leaders  perceived  a  sure 
token  of  a  Ifiilliant  result 

Now  that  the  secret  was  out,  the  most  important  affair  was  to  se- 
cure, by  the  rapidity  of  the  march,  those  advantages  which  had  al- 
ready been  won  through  the  astute  and  scioipulous  silence  of  Mar- 
shal Valee,  and  make  the  most  of  them.  In  two  days,  26th  and 
27th  October,  the  expedition  had  accomplished  over  sixty  miles,  and 
already  on  the  evening  of  the  latter  day,  the  peaks  of  El  Biban 
were  visible.  On  the  28th,  the  divisions,  commanded  respectively 
by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  General  Galbois,  separated,  the 
former  inclining  to  the  left  and  south,  while  the  latter  wheeled  off 
to  the  right  into  the  plain  of  Medjanah,  in  order  to  secure  the  good 
will  of  the  Turks  of  Zamourah  for  the  French,  and  to  finish  the 
necessary  .preparations  for  establishing  the  great  military  camp  at 
Setif,  first  occupied  by  the  French,  under  the  same  General  Galbois, 
in  1838.  It  had  rained  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  the  col- 
umn did  not  move  again  until  this  rain  had  ceased,  since  its  contin- 
uance would  have  rendered  the  defile  of  El  Biban  impracticable. 
Tip  column  consisting  of  a  single  division,  that  of  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  comprised  2,551  foot,  of  the  22d  of  the  Line  and  of  the 
famous  2d  and  17th  Light  Infantry,  248  cavahy  detachments,  from 
the  1st  and  3d  Chasseurs  d'Afi*ique-*to  the  former  of  .these  Keab- 
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NY  was  attached — and  Spahis ;  and  250  men  of  the  more  scientific 
corps,  engineer  troops  (Sappers  and  Miners),  one  company,  and  artil- 
lerists with  fom'  12  pounder  mountain-howitzers,  on  the  pack-saddle 
system.  Each  soldier  carried  provisions  for  six  days,  and  sixty  car- 
tridges ;  800  head  of  cattle  and  sheep  followed  the  division.  The 
Administration  (Field  Commissariat)  had  the  precaution  to  add  a 
reserve  supply  of  provisions  for  seven  days  more.  Proud  and  ex- 
alted at  the  very  idea  that  they  were  about  to  solve  a  military  prob- 
lem which  the  Roman  legions  had  never  dared  to  undertake,  the 
,  troops  advanced  with  alacrity. 

Afler  a  difficult  march — severe  upon  the  troops  on  account  of  the 
obstructions  encountered,  rather  than  the  distance  traversed — in 
the  bed  of  the  .Oued-Boukheteun,  the  mountain  valley  all  at  once 
began  to  contract,  and  grow  more  and  more  narrow ;  gigantic,  sav- 
age-looking masses  of  rock,  heaped  the  one  upon  another,  rose  up 
before  the  troops  and  restricted  the  sphere  of  vision  in  the  most 
peculiar  manner.  Next  the  column  had  to  labor  along  a  rough 
.  foot-path,  up  ascents  almost  perpendicular,  succeeded  by  descents 
almost  as  precipitous.  The  spade  and  the  pickaxe  of  the  Sappers 
and  Miners  were  continually  called  into  action  to  render  these 
practicable  for  the  cavalry  and  pack-mules,  especially  those  of  the 
artillery.  Each  time  that  the  column  had  attained  the  plateau 
which  crowned  the  wild  summit  of  one  of  these  ridges,  they  hoped 
that  the  barrier  was  surmounted,  but  on  arriving  at  the  crest,  the 
soldiers  beheld  new  peaks  present  themselves  like  an  immense  sea 
of  rocky  waves,  clothed  with  wild  woods  and  crowned  with  cactus 
and  aloes. 

At  length  they  plunged  into  a  deep  defile,  and  all  at  once  found 
themselves  hemmed  in  on  every  side  by  gigantic  walls  of  limestone, 
which,  a  few  moments  before,  they  had  not  been  able  to  discover, 
piled  up  in  isolated  and  detached  fragments,  several  hundred  feet 
in  altitude,  their  outlines  sharply  drawn  against  the  blue  sky  in 
strange  and  fantastic  shapes.  Farther  away,  towards  the  east  and 
west,  all  these  isolated  peaks  arrayed  themselves  into  parallel 
ranges  of  gray  or  swarthy  limestone,  leaning,  as  it  were,  against 
abrupt  granite  supports,*  the  latter  shooting  up  perpendicularly  to  the 

*  No  one  need  bo  sarprlBOd  at  these  Umeatone  waUs,  bein^  propped  np  by  BtlU  more 
etopendoos  walls  of  granite,  since  primary  limestone,  associated  with  granite,  is  of  the 
same  age  and  has  the  same  origin.  They  are  Platonic.  There  is  a  remarkable  Instance 
of  this  in  the  Highlands,  on  the  Hadson  Biver,  near  Sing  Sing,  and  at  Croger's  Station 
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height,  in  some  places,  of  800  or  900  feet,  in  others,  of  more  than 
1,000  feet,  whose  crest  line,  broken  by  long  intervals,  illuminated 
by  the  light  of  the  son,  presented  the  aspect  of  an  immense  ram- 
part with  colossal  embrasores.  These  walls,  which  seemed  to  real- 
ize the  fable  of  Atlas,  and  support  the  azure  Tault,  were  not  more 
than  from  40  to  100  feet  apart,  and  had  the  effect  of  appearing  to 
close  in  upon  each  other  in  order  to  frustrate  any  attempt  to  ad- 
vance. 

After  a  rough  and  almost  scarped  descent,  the  troopa.found  them- 
selves in  the  wildest  position  it  is  possible  to  conceive,  in  a  little 
patch  of  green,  shaped  like  a  pointed  egg,  or  rather  the  orbit  of  a 
comet,  cut  off  at  the  butt  by  angular  rocks,  most  savage  in  their 
aspect,  while  the  whole  contour  was  surrounded,  except  where  the 
rifts  afforded  entrance  and  exit,  by  almost  imappreciable  walls  of 
limestone,  whose  summits,  at  an  immense  height,  overhung  their 
bases,  craning  over  as  if  to  see  what  was  passmg  beneath  them, 
and  along  the  narrow  track,  which,  again  and  again,  crossed  the 
thread  of  water  known  as  the  Oued-Boukheteun.  This  streamlet, 
after  it  leaves  the  mountains,  receives  the  name  of  the  Oued- 
Biban.  A  feeble  brook  in  the  dry  season,  after  heavy  rains  it.  be- 
comes a  wild  torrent,  which  fills  the  whole  defile. 

The  ellipse  of  verdure,  just  described,  constitutes  a  sort  of  vesti- 
bule or  enti*ance-court  to  the  '^  Gates,"  and  can  be  compared  to 
nothing  but  a  narrow  trap  or  deep  kettle,  in  which  an  enemy  could 
have  overwhelmed  the  column  with  the  greatest  ease,  shooting 
down  the  troops  from  the  surrounding  cliffs,  slaughtering  them 
like  poultry — "  tame  ducks  "  is  the  word  in  the  journal  generally 
followed,  in  a  coop,  without  their  being  able  to  inflict  the  slightest 
injury  in  return.  The  exit  is  a  split,  not  over  eight  feet  broad, « 
cleft  vertically  through  the  beetling  Titanic  cliffs — ^the  loftiest,  of 
reddish  granite,  the  lowest  of  gray  or  dark-hued  limestone. 

This  aplU  was  the  FIRST  IRON'  GATE. 

Aft;er  passing  through  this  opening,  the  column  had  to  string 
out  along  a  naiTOw  path  foimed  by  the  disintegi*ation  of  the  marly 
portions  of  the  rock,  and  clamber  over  huge  blocks  of  chalk, 
almost  filling  the  gigantic  furrow  between  the  parallel  walls,  which 
seemed  to  spring  up  to  meet  the  sky.  The  Second  Iron  Gate  was 
soon  reached,  and,  twenty  paces  farther  on,  the  Tmno  ;  both  of 
these,  like  the  First,  cleft  as  perpendicularly  as  if  cut  with  a  plumb- 
line,  but  so  narrow  that  there  was  scarcely  room  for  the  passage  of 
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a  loaded  paok-mule.  Fifty  paces  farther  on,  again,  the  Foxtbth  Ibon 
Gate  was  eacountered,  a  little  less  narrow  than  the  three  previous 
ones.  Three  hundred  paces  farther  on,  the  defile  proper  ceases, 
and  opens  into  a  beautiful  and  gracious  valley. 

How  many  centuries  must  haye  elapsed  before  the  waters  of  a 
little  brook  could  have  worn  down  this  abyss,*  whose  wonders  are 
not  susceptible  of  a  description  which  can  Afford,  to  any  one  who 
has  not  seen  them,  a  just  idea  of  the  reality — an  abyss  which  in  all 
time  has  received  the  title  of  the  Ibok  Gates  of  the  Atlas,  and 
whose  passage  has  been  regarded  with  awe !  The  domination  of 
the  countiy  would  almost  seem  to  appertain  to  the  master  of  an 
army  which  dared  to  attempt,  and  succeeded  in  passing  them,  in  the 
attitude  of  a  conqueror. 

Through  these  Iron  Gates  the  van-guard  huiTied  on,  the  Marshal 
and  Duke  of  Orleans  with  their  staffs  (including  Keauny) 
leading,  amid  the  tiiumphant  clangor  of  military  music  and  the 
jubilant  shouts  of  the  soldiery,  which  seemed  to  make  the  very 
rocks  tremble.  The  only  trace  of  this  interesting  expedition  which 
remained  behind  upon  its  stage  waa  the  simple  inscription,  engraved 
by  the  sappers  upon  the  natural  walls  of  the  pass : 

<<Abh£e  Francaise,  1839." 

About  seven  or  eight  hundi*ed  feet  beyond  the  fourth  Iron  Gate, 
the  defile  enlarges,  and  opens  into  such  a  smiling  and  peaceful  val- 
ley that  nature  seems  to  have  placed  it  at  this  point  for  the  express 
puq)08e  of  cheering  up  the  soul  rendered  extremely  melancholy  by 
the  gloomy  depths  of  the  preceding  gulf,  so  unearthly  and  so  savage 
as  must  abate  the  com*age  of  the  manliest  with  an  irresistible  sensa- 
tion of  awe. 

That  he  accompanied  the  column  which  forced  its  passage 
through  those  famous  Gates  of  t*on  must  have  been  a  never-ending 
source  of  congratulation  to  Kearny  ;  for  while  it  was  received  in 

*  "It  appears  to  me  that  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  youth  of  oar  globe,  or  of  its 
population,  at  all  events,  is  that  its  sarface  gold  has  not  been  exhausted.  Gold  is  such  an 
essential  to  civilization  that  if  the  world  were  as  old  as  some  believe,  it  would  have  been 
exhausted  long  ago.  These  are  the  words  of  Brigadier-General  J.  W.  P.,  one  of  the 
Acutest  of  observers  and  a  very  scientific  man.  After  visiting  that  strange  passage  on  the 
route  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  through  Fort  Laramie,  to  the  South  Pass  of  the  Roclcy 
Mountains,  Icnown  as  the  *  Devils's  Gate/  he  writes :  *  It  looks,  at  first  view,  as  if  that 
genUe,  pellucid  stream  (the  ^'Sweet  Water")  had  worn  a  passage  through  the  hard  granite— 
*  *  but  on  a  closer  examination  I  was  confirmed  in  a  previous  opinion,  that  tho 
channels  of  rivers  are  formed  for  them  oftener  than  they  ore  by  them." 
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France  as  a  glorious  achievemeDt  of  her  armies,  it  had  a  most  bene- 
ficial effect  upon  the  tribes  of  Algiers,  who  looked  upon  the  French 
as  something  more  than  human  for  having  dared  to  attempt  it 

As  soon  as  the  soldiers — carrying  in  their  hands  leafy  branches, 
torn  from  the  scattered  palms,  which  counted  their  growth  by  oen. 
turies,  and  grew  here  and  there  among  the  rocks — tissued  forth  into 
this  lonely  dell,  they  saluted  with  shouts  of  joy  and  welcome,  that 
sun  which  they  had  completely  lost  sight  of  in  the  previous  abyss, 
whose  rays  now  almost  blinded  them.  Here  they  halted  for  a  space 
to  rest,  and  under  the  influence  of  recollections,  fresh  and  vivid,  of 
the  awful  scenery  which  they  had  traversed,  these  brave  men  soon 
forgot  all  their  fatigues  in  communicating  to  each  other  impressions 
made  upon  them  by  the  wonders  they  had  witnessed. 

Militarily,  to  occupy  or  bar  the  Biban  Pass  would  be  impossible, 
since  it  can  be  turned,  but  for  the  light  infantry  to  do  so,  would 
have  required  some  days,  when  every  minute  was  precious.  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  did  everything  that  the  military  art  teaches  to 
get  possession  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  farther  end  of  the  defile,  and 
thus,  in  a  measure,  to  insure  the  safe  passage  of  the  column.  For- 
tunately, all  the  measures  which  foresight  indicated  were  superfluous. 
Not  a  single  enemy  showed  himself.  The  expedition  was  favored 
with  the  finest  weather,  and  nothing  surpassed  the  joyous  sense  of 
relief  in  which  the  army  passed  the  first  evening  out  of  this  Brob- 
dinagian  trap. 

The  next  day,  the  29th  October,  the  division  which  had  bivouacked 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  Makalou,  six  miles  north  of  £1  Biban,  tra- 
versed an  immense  forest,  and  finally  reached  anothejr  beautiful  val- 
ley, bordered  by  the  chain  of  the  Jurjura.  Here  Marshal  Valee 
derived  intelligence,  from  letters  seized  upon  captured  messengers  of 
Abd-el  Kaber,  that  the  Kalifa  (Lieutenant)  of  the  Emir  had  estab- 
lished himself  on  the  plateau  of  the  Fort  of  Hamza,  in  order  to  bar 
the  road  to  Algiers  against  the  advancing  division. 

To  frustrate  this  movement,  the  division  made  a  forced  march  on 
the  dOth,  through  a  country  so  destitute  of  drinkable  water,  and  so 
abundant  in  salty,  that  the  natives  styled  it  the  "Thirsty  Way." 

Meanwhile,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  pushed  ahead,  with  two  or 
three  companies  of  picked  infimtry,  the  whole  of  the  cavaky,  and 
two  mountain  howitzers,  in  the  dii-ection  of  Hamza.  This  fort 
occupies  a  position  selected  with  judgment  During  the  period  of 
the  Turkish  domination  it  was  a  place  of  such  importance  that  the 
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Deys  always  maintained  a  strong  garrison  within  its  walls.  This 
was  by  no  means  due  to  any  military  perceptions  of  their  engineei^s, 
for  the  Romans,  unsurpassed  in  their  occupation  of  keypoints,  built 
a  fort  there,  named  Auzea,  coeval  with  their  first  invasion  of  the 
country,  which  was  confided  to  a  garrison  of  veterans.  Tradition 
ascribes,  however,  the  foundation  of  Hamza  to  a  king  of  Tyre,  who 
flomished  nine  centuries  before  the  Christian  era.  The  last  account 
belongs  to  fable  rather  than  history;  but  the  French  were  only  fol- 
lowing the  footsteps  of  the  Romans,  who  won  more  than  one  signal 
victory  under  its  ancient  walls,  which  dominate  a  vast  plain  at  the  in- 
tersection of  three  valleys,  the  first  leading  towards  Algiers,  about 
fifty-five  miles  to  the  northwest ;  the  second  towards  Bougia,  fi-om 
seventy  to  eighty  miles  to  the  northeast,  and  the  third  to  the  Gates  of 
Iron  (El  Biban),  from  forty  to  fifty  miles  to  the  eastward.  To  the 
westward  again,  a  road  crosses  through  a  depression,  or  "  Col,"  of 
the  Jurjurah  to  Medeah,  fifby-five  miles  to  the  west  by  scfhth  on  an 
air  line.* 

When  jthe  French  column  arrived  on  the  heights  of  the  Oued 
(Stream)  flamza,  the  hills  on  the  opposite  side  were  covered  with 
mounted  Ai'abs,  who  broke  and  fled  without  firing  a  shot  as  soon 
as  they  were  charged  by  the  French  cavalry.  This  must  be  the  ac- 
tion whicl^  serves  as  the  basis  for  the  anecdote  of  Count  St.  Marie, 
for  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Arabs  had  any  artillery  with  them 
in  the  other  actions  in  the  open  field  in  which  the  Duke  was  pre- 
sent, nor  is  there  any  account  of  warlike  opposition  at  any  previous 
time  during  the  advance  of  the  expedition :  "  One  day,  at  sunrise, 
the  rocks  called  the  Iron  Gates  in  the  Bibans  were  covered  with 
Arabs,  defending  the  passage  of  the  defile.  The  Duke  op  Orleaits, 
enveloped  in  a  brown  burnous,  appeared  on  horseback  at  the  head 
of  the  first  attacking  column.  In  the  midst  of  a  shower  of  grape- 
shot,  ordering  the  charge  to  be  sounded,  he  was  the  first  to  reach 
the  guns  of  the  Arabs,  which  he  compelled  them  to  abandon  in 
disorder." 

The  fort  of  Hamza  was  found  deserted;  150  Arab  regulars, 
thrown  into  it  as  a  garrison,  had  abandoned  it.  The  fort,  which 
had  been  a  square,  with  bastions  at  the  comers — ^the  French  ex- 

*  It  ie  extremely  dltllcalt  to  locate  places  on  the  mape,  for  the  reason  that  the 
different  accounts  not  only  disagree  with  each  other,  bat  with  any  map,  and  the  maps 
themselves,  English  and  French,  and  French  and  semi-official  French,  are  not  only  dis- 
cordant as  to  names,  bnt  as  to  locations. 
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presBion  is  a  ^'  stany-square,"  {carri  etoU£) — ^was  little  better  than 
a  mass  of  ruins.  The  revetments  had  either  fallen  or  were  in  a 
miserable  condition,  so  as  scarcely  to  hold  together  or  sustain  them- 
selyes.  The  interior  constructions  were  nothing  better  than  heaps 
of  rubbish.  Five  cannon  were  found  here,  three  of  which  were 
spiked. 

Having  completed  the  destruction  of  this  once  important  strong- 
hold, the  French  resumed  their  march,  expecting  to  be  attacked  at 
any  moment  by  the  tribes  which  acknowledged  the  authority  of 
Abd-el-Eader,  whose  territories  they  had  now  entered.  They  did 
not  meet  with  any  resistance  of  the  slightest  consequence  until,  on 
reaching  a  plateau  along  one  of  the  affluents  of  the  Issen,  they 
found  themselves  in  &ce  of  a  body  of  cavalry  and  quite  a  numerous 
array  of  infantry.  The  Duke  op  Okleans,  having  placed  some 
companies  in  ambush,  turned  the  Arabs  with  his  cavalry,  and  drove 
them  against  the  companies  in  reserve.  These  did  not  fire  until 
the  Ai*abs  almost  ran  against  the  muzzles  of  their  muskets.  Then 
the  French  poured  upon  them  such  a  slaughtering  volley  as  put 
them  to  flight  with  .quite  a  severe  loss ;  a  few  shells  &om  the  moun- 
tain howitzera  cleaned  them  out  entbely.  Raasloff  calls  this  a 
biilliant  aflafar,  and  adds,  as  if  they  constituted  more  formidable 
obstructions,  that  the  column  crossed  a  number  of  mountain 
streams,  which  in  less  favorable  weather  might  have  proved  im- 
passably Some  of  these  traverse  the  Biban  Pass  itself.  One  is 
an  affluent  of  the  Adousse,  which  empties  into  the  Gulf  of  Bougia. 
All  are  capable  of  being  transformed  by  a  single  heavy  shower  into 
raging  torrents. 

The  same  difficulties  attended  the  march  of  the  next  day,  1st 
November,  and  it  was  late  in  the  evening  before  the  column,  worn 
out  by  the  terrible  fatigues  which  they  had  undergone,  reached  the 
camp  of  Fondouck,  where  the  division  Rulhiebe,  sent  out  from 
Algiers  to  escort  them  in,  awaited  their  arrival  Thus  ended  an 
excursion — ^which  deserves  the  title  of  a  "military  promenade" 
rather  than  anymore  serious  term — of  seven  days,  through  a  coun- 
try bristling  with  perils,  inhabited  by  a  population  which  had  al- 
ways inspired  the  previous  rulers  of  Algiers  with  the  greatest  dread 
and  caused  them  the  liveliest  disquietude  for  the  stability  of  their 
power.  The  distance  accomplished  was  not  in  itself  so  very  great, 
ranging  from  150  to  200  miles,  but  the  natural  difficulties  overcome 
made  it  more  trying  and  laborious  than  an  ordinary  march  of 
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double  the  distance.  The  news  of  the  saccessful  arrival  of  the 
column  in  Algiers  occasioned,  not  only  in  the  colony  but  through- 
out France,  the  liveliest  joy  and  enthusiasm,  which,  to  compre- 
hend, a  man  must  appreciate  the  dangers  which  actually  impended 
over  it,  verily,  like  the  sword  of  Democles. 

The  route  followed  by  this  comparatively  "  little  band  "  led 
through  warlike  and  inimical  tribes,  from  whom  no  assistance, 
in  the  shape  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  could  be  expected ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  open  hostilities  at  any  moment.  The  whole  of 
the  country  traversed  was  in  the  highest  degree  difficult,  aud  the 
unforeseen  occupation  of  the  "Iron  Gates,"  or  even  a  few  heavy 
showers,  might  have  proved  the  ruin  of  the  division.  The 
country  itself,  and  its  resources,  were  only  known  by  report 
through  the  accounts  of  the  Arab  guides,  who  were  little  to  be 
depended  on.  Such  critical  circumstances  constitute  the  great- 
est charm,  however,  of  war,  and  elevate  the  soldier,  not  only  in 
his  own  eyes,  but  in  those  of  his  comrades  and  countrymen. 

When  the  column  arrived  at  Algiers,  the  enthusiasm  was 
indesciib&ble.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  gave  a  grand  banquet 
to  the  whole  division  in  the  square  of  Bab  Azum.  Thus,  in  the 
beginning  of  November,  1837,  joy  reigned  in  Algiers,  and  the 
future  waa  forgotten  —  while  the  storm-clouds  were  gathering 
over  the  Colony,  which  burst  with  a  suddenness  and  fury  as 
terrible  as  unexpected.  No  one  surmised  that  this  apparent 
triumph  was  the  forerunner  of  the  greatest  disaster.  It  is  im- 
]>ossible,  in  such  a  work  as  this,  to  go  further  into  anything  like 
a  historic  consideration  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  ensuing 
campaign,  in  which  Kearkt  was  conspicuous,  and  made  the 
American  name  glorious  through  his  fortitude  and  his  valor. 
Abd-sl-Kadsr — who  knew  that  every  action  which  tended  to 
elevate  the  French  in  the  opinion  of  the  natives  depreciated 
his  own  influence  in  an  equal  degree — had  been  waiting  for  a 
pretext,  and  was  glad  that  an  excuse  was  now  given  him  for 
the  resumption  of  hostilities,  by  this  expedition  through  the 
*^  Gates  of  Iron.''  He  held  his  forces  all  ready  in  the  leash, 
and  now  he  let  them  loose  in  all  the  fury  of  fire  and  sword  upon 
that  beautiful  plain  of  the  Metidjah,  which  embraces  Algiers  in 
its  arc  of  luxuriant  fertility,  whose  either  extremity  bathes  its 
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verdure  in  the  sea.  No  declaration  of  war  preceded  the  inburst 
of  devastation.  Up  to  the  veiy  gates  of  Algiers  swept  the 
Arabian  cavalry  in  the  prosecution  of  what  they  deemed  a  "  Holy 
War."  The  Emir's  fury  fell,  not  only  upon  the  scattered  gai^ 
risons  beyond  the  reach  of  succor;  upon  the  colonists  who  saw 
the  fruits  of  years  of  patient  toil  disappear  in  a  moment  in 
flame ;  but  also  upon  the  native  tribes  who  had  submitted  to 
the  French  and  had  refused  to  arm  against  them.  Years  aflcr- 
wards,  the  sad  mementoes  of  this  erruption  were  still  visible  in 
the  Metidjah,  and  the  colonists  had  not  yet  recovered  their  con- 
fidence in  the  protection  of  the  French  government,  for  the  po- 
litical horizon  could  scarcely  have  seemed .  more  serene,  on  the 
evening  of  the  30th  November,  1839,  and  yet  with  the  dawn  of 
the  next  day  the  hordes  of  Abd-el-Kadbb  poured  down  from  the 
Lesser  Atlas,  and,  except  within  the  lines  of  Algiers,  lefl  nothing 
behind  them  but  corpses,  ruins  and  ashes.  All  who  survived 
were  dragged  into  captivity.  It  is  said  that  Marshal  Yaleb 
was  not  disappointed  at  this  turn  in  events ;  and  if  those  who 
treat  of  the  French  Dominion  in  Algiers  are  correct  in  their 
judgment  of  his  character,  it  was  very  likely  that  he  was 
pleased  at  the  opportunity  of  adding  to  his  military  renown  by 
a  successful  campaign  at  the  close  of  his  life.  The  idea  expressed 
by  Raasloff,  the  Danish  eye-witness,  is  equivalent  to  this: 
*'  The  Emir  precipitated  the  hostilities  which  Marshal  Valeb 
had  invited."  Raaslopp's  exact  words  are:  "Valeb  and 
Abd-el-Kadeb  wished  to  bring  on  the  war."* 

*  This  chapter  is  the  only  one  In  the  whole  book  which  te  not  founded  on  original  docu- 
ments, or  well-known  works.  There  is  only  one  definite  aathorlty  Ibr  it,  quoted  at  the 
head  of  the  Chapter,  which  is  to  be  found  at  Page  290,  Vol.  1 :  '*  Quatre  Aua  de  Cbnnpagnr* 
a  VArmee  du  Potomac,  par  Rkots  db  Tbobkiakd,  Kx-Major-Oeneral  au  Service  Volontaire, 
et  Colonel  an  Bervloe  Regulaire  des  Btats  Unis  d'Amerique,"  Paris,  18SB ;  whleb  seemed 
suflElctently  corroborated  by  rumor,  intimations  and  references  in  letters.  The  subject- 
matter  of  the  residue  of  this  biography  is  either  founded  on  personal  knowledge,  publica- 
tions, or  information  derived  firom  actors  in  the  events  treated  o£  In  almost  every  ca^e, 
where  practicable,  the  language  of  the  original  has  been  incorporated.  Whether  or  no 
Kbarnt  accompanied  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  Africa  In  the  Fall  of  1839,  this  chi4)ter  is 
nevertheless  yalaable,  inasmuch  as  it  serves  as  an  Introduction  to  the  mxbsequent  cam- 
paign, and  more  particularly  as  it  presents  an  accurate  account  of  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
expeditions  of  the  French  Army  in  Algiers.  Although  scarcely  attended  with  any  blood* 
shed,  It  is  a  notable  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  audacious  energy  in  an  art 
or  science  in  which  success  depends  on  what  the  Romans  verified  two  thousand  years  ago, 
and  If  arshal  Saxic  formnlized  as  a  rule  or  principle  of  war,  that  victory  depends  mora 
upon  the  legs  than  upon  the  arms  of  the  soldiers.  This  all  great  Gaptodns  demonstrated  ta 
be  the  fact  shice  we  have  any  reliable  accounts  of  military  progress. 


CHAPTER    VIII, 

OYSB    THS     MOUZAIA     TO     MEDEAH     AND     MILIANAH. 
^^THB  AFBICAK  BATTLE  ABOVE  THE  CLOUDS." 

"Major-QeneralP.  KsABirr,  •  «  •  at  the  ago  of  twenty-two,  accepted  the 
eommlaslon  of  Second  Lieutenant  First  Dragoons,  and  soon  after  was  sent  to  Europe  by 
the  government,  to  study  and  report  npon  the  French  cavalry  tactics. 

*'To  accomplish  this  object  he  entered  the  military  school  at  Saamnr,  France,  and 
firom  thence  went  to  Africa,  where  he  joined  the  First  Chasseors  d^Afriqne,  as  a  volun- 
teer. By  his  daring  exploits  he  attracted  the  attention  of  the  French  army,  and  was  pre- 
sented with  the  Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor/'— "if i/i/ary  and  Naval  Hittory  of  t}i€ 
BebeUUm  in  the  United  States  /"  dy  W.  J.  TEmnsT." . 

**Atrol8  henm  da  matin  le  canon  douna  le  signal.  ^AllonSt  enfante^'^  s'ecrle  le  Duo 
d'Oblxans,  *lee  AraJbee  nous  attendent  et  la  France  nous  regardeP    Etles  troupes 

graviseant  les  rochers  s^emparent  do  premier  plateau  ou  elles  font  uno  halte. ^Ensnite 

oommenoe  Tescalade  du  plton.  La  resistance  fnt  terrible,  la  premiere  colonne  seule 
ctait  engagee,  un  nuage  epais  derobait  h.  la  rue  les  combattants.  Bieutot  une  fanfare 
annonsa  la  prise  d'un  des  mamelosn.  A  ce  momens  le  solell,  so  degagoant  de  son  voile  do- 
tenebrea,  telaire  les  ilancs  de  la  montagns,  et  Ton  peat  admirer  d'une  part  les  efforts 
presqae  surhumaines  de  nos  soldats,  qui  ne  se  lalssent  arreter  paraucaue  cralnte ;  d'autre 
part,  le  calme  et  le  sang-froid  des  Arabes,  qui  penches  sur  T  ablme  Toeil  attentif,  le  doigt 
ear  la  detente  da  fusil,  attendent,  immobiles,  le  moment  de  viser  juste  et  bleu.  Le  2d 
L^er,  encourage  par  la  voix  slpuissante  du  general  CaAiiaABNiiB,  redouble  d*  ardeur, 
et  le  drapeau  frangais  est  arbore  sur  la  crete  la  plus  elovee.^^  La  Comtesse  Dbobojowska's 
*  meUAre  de  PAlgerie.^ 

**  The  Federala  fought  not  less  flimly  [at  WlUiamsbatg],  encouraged  by  their  chiefs, 
HooKXB,  HxiKTZELXAN,  and  Ebabnt.  ExAKirr  in  especial^  who  lost  an  arm  in  Mexico, 
and  faugkt  with  the  French  at  the  Mouxaia,  and  at  SolferlnOy  had  dieplayed  the  finest 
courage,^—**  The  Army  cfihe  Fotomac^'^  by  the  FniKoa  ds  Joihvills. 

CAMPAIGN  OF  1889  AND  CAMPAIGN  OF  1840. 

In  December,  1839,  Valee,  having  received  strong  reinforce- 
ments from  France,  gladly  accepted  the  defiance  of  Abd-el  Kadeb, 
and  recommenced  hostilities.  He  divided  his  troops  into  different 
columns,  and  launched  these  forth  against  the* enemy  in  every 
du'ection.   Everywhere  the  French  resumed  the  offensive  gloriously. 

As  the  First  Chasseurs  d'Afnque  played  a  distinguished  pait  in 
several  of  the  first  engagements  which  followed,  it  is  but  fair  to 
suppose  that^  as  Philip  Kbarnt  was  attached  to  this  regiment,  the 
young  American  volunteer,  with  the  daring  and  dash  which  was 
always  conceded  as  peculiarly  his  own,  had  a  share  in  its  dangers 
and  honors. 
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It  was  a  fortunate  thing  forPHiupELEABNT  that,  although  he  had 
an  honorary  ponition  on  the  staff  of  the  Duke  or  Orleans,  for 
actual  service,  his  place  was  with  the  First  Chasseurs  d' AMque ;  and 
still  more  fortunate  that  their  commander  was  Colonel  le  Pats  i>e 
BouBjOLLT — afterwards  Lieutenant^neral  and  Senator  of  France. 
This  chivalrous  officer,  directly  the  reverse  of  his  superior  in  dispo. 
sition,  was  a  perfect  gentleman.  He  was  a  grand  specimen  of  the 
French  colonel  of  romance.  Through  his  family,  poaitiony  and  per- 
sonal character,  he  stood  equally  high.  Intimate  assodations  with 
him,  demonst^ted  at  once  what  a  French  gentleman  should  be  to 
fill  the  character  ascribed  to  the  grand  and  true  nobility  of  the  *'  old 
school,"  and  also  what  a  gentleman  actually  was.  To  his  inferiors  in 
rank  he  was  as  kind,  generous,  and  forbearing  as  he  was  inde- 
pendent, fierce,  and  resolute  towards  his  superiors,  maintaining  his 
own  rights  and  those  of  his  subordinates  against  the  presmnpticHi  of 
higher  rank  with  a  digni^ed  determination  which  would  not  yield 
an  inch  to  the  encroachments  of  authority.  Keabnt  always  spoke 
in  the  highest  terms  of  Colonel  le  Pats  de  Boubjollt,  and  the 
latter — to  whom  the  writer  oanied  a  letter  of  introduction,  in  1851, 
from  his  cousin — ^remembered  his  volunteer  companion-in-anns  as 
a  valued  friend,  testifying  the  warmest  feelings  towards  him,  and  an 
affectionate  pride  in  the  fame  and  success  of  his  subsequent  career. 
The  writer  has  heard  him  translate  to  his  aid  and  oompany  the  his- 
torical eulogies  of  his  former  pupiL 

It  was  of  inestimable  advantage  to  Keasnt  to  be  attadied  to  the 
First  Chasseurs  d'Afrique,  which  '^  had  always  been  a  favorite  regi- 
ment, brave  and  triumphant  in  the  field  ;*'  ^'  inde&tigable,  enter- 
prising— a  model  light  cavalry."  The  Duke  or  Nemouics,  second 
son  of  Louis  Philippe,  generally  wore  its  uniform ;  the  Duke  op 
Aumale,  a  still  younger  son,  shnred  all  its  dangem.  This  shews 
how  highly  this  corps  was  esteemed.  St.  Mahie,  a  reliable  author- 
ity, testifies  that  ^'  the  Colonels  who  have  had  the  command  of  the 
First  Chasseurs  .have  always  been  men  of  £unily,  fortune,  and 
education.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  officers  are  received  into 
the  best  society,  wherever  they  go."  This  proves  that  Colonel  lb 
Pats  db  Bourjollt  could  not  have  held  the  position  he  occupied 
had  he  not  been  the  ^^  elegant  gentleman"  and  thorough  soldier  he 
was. 

.  The  first  collision  of  a  year— which  numbered  twenty  successful 
engagements— took  place  in  the  early  part  of  December  between 
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the  camp  of  the  Arba  and  the  course  of  the  Arrouch  (Harrach), 
about  eighteen  miles  southeast  of  Algiers,  where  a  force  of  1,200 
Hadjouts — audacious  robbers,  practicing  the  tactics  of  the  ancient 
Nnmidians — ^were  encountered  by  a  column,  (Consisting  of  detach- 
ments of  the  Fifty-second  Line  Infantry  and  of  the  1st  Chasseurs, 
charged,  completely  beaten,  and  scattered. 

About  the  same  time,  towards  the  end  of  December,  1839,  the 
regular  bataUions  of  the  Emir  made'n  attack  upon  a  convoy 
between  Boufarick-^a  fortified  camp  and  small  village  on  the 
Harrach,  in  the  middle  of  the  plain  of  the  Metidjah — andBlidah,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Little  Atlas,  twenty-nine  miles  south  by  west  of 
Algiers,  on  the  direct  road  to  Medeah.  These  Arabs  were  like- 
wise charged  home  by  the  French  and  driven  into  a  ravine,  where 
they  experienced  a  considerable  loss.  Let  no  one  undervalue  these 
sons  of  Northern  Africa — descendants  of  the  ancients  Vandals, 
who,  in  A.D.  697  drove  the  Romans  outof  Africa-^of  whom  it  has 
been  said  ^Hhe  very  men  partake  of  the  nature  of  the  lion." 

A  few  days  afterwards,  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1839,  the 
anited  forces  of  the  Kalifas,  of  Medeah,  and  of  Milianah,  Lieu- 
tenants of  the  '^  Modem  Jugurtha," — as  Abd-el-K.u>er  has  been 
appropriately  styled — suffered  a  comglete  rout  This  was  the  first 
time  that  the  Emir's  newly-created  regular  infa|itry  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  measure  themselves  with  the  French  invaders  in  the  open 
field.  They  occupied  a  position  chosen  with  no  small  degree  of 
military  capacity,  between  Blidah  and  the  Chiffa.  The  ravine  of 
the  Oued  (river,  bed  of  a  river,  or  defile)  El-Kebir  was  occupied  by 
Abi>*el-Kader*8  regular  infimtry,  supported  by  firom  four  thousand 
to  five  thousand  cavalry.  The  ground  was  very  fiiivorable  for 
defence,  an&  the  Arabs  were  well  posted.  The  inequalities  of 
the  ground  served  as  intrenchments  for  the  Kabyles,  who  are  excel- 
lent marksmen,  and  do  terrible  execution  with  their  long  guns  or 
rifles,  which  will  carry  almost  as  far  as  European  wall-pieces. 
Their  position  enabled  them  to  deliver  a  plunging  fire  upon  the 
French,  whose  counter  volleys  proved  almost  ineffectual.  Marshal 
Vaxee,  who  commanded  the  Fren^b  column  in  person,  soon  became 
satisfied  that  the  only  way  to  decide  the  affair  was  at  once  to  resort 
to  cold  steel  He  accordingly  launched  the  Twenty-third  Line 
Lifantry,  and  Second  Light  Infantry — a  famous  regiment,  com- 
manded by  the  no  less  famous  Changabnier,  sumamed  by  his 
troops  the  ^^  Lron  Head"— also  the  First  Chasseurs  d*Afiique,  against- 
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the  endmy.  The  ravine  itself,  which  covered  their  front  like  a  vast 
diy  ditch,  and  the  steep  acclivity  beyond,  was  overcome  with  im- 
petuosity, and  the  assailants  soon  found  themselves  &oe  to  face 
with  the  Emir's  regulars,  who  had  conti^aoted  their  line  to  meet 
the  French  fairly  and  squarely.  Fortunately  for  the  latter,  the 
Arabs,  like  the  WahabeeSy  dread  the  "  long  nail "  at  the  end  of  a 
musket ;  and  the  French  charge,  with  that  weapon,  which  tests  the 
solidity  of  aline,  Qverthre\#  that  infantry  which  Abd-eii-Eader  had 
taken  so  much  pains  to  oiganize,  and  hurled  it  back  upon  the  cav- 
alry, to  whom  it  conmiunicated  the  disorder.  In  a  few  minutes 
there  was  no  more  resistance ;  every  Arab  was  seeking  safety  in 
flight.  The  enthusiastic  intrepidity  of  the  French  horse  and  foot 
rendered  any  further  attempt  to  make  a  stand  unavMling.  The  field 
of  battle  was  covered  with  the  corpses  of  the  Arab  infantry  and 
cavalry ;  over  four  hundred  dead  were  counted.  Three  flags,  or 
military  ensign%  five  hundred  muskets,  and  a  piece  of  artillery,  were 
the  trophies  of  the  day.  Colonel  le  Pats  de  Boubjoult  led  the 
charge  which  captured  this  gun,  a  present  from  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  Abd-el-Kadeb  on  the  conclusion  of  the  last  truce.  With 
a  short-sightedness  about  equal  to  that  of  our  Washington  authori- 
ties in  regard  to  the  Indians,  as  a  rule,  and  towards  the  South  in 
1860-61,  the  Home  Government  Bt  Paris,  although  they  knew 
that  the  Emir  would  not  long  keep  quiet,  made  him  a  present  of  a 
section  of  field-artillery.  As  Boubjolly  said  with  an  ironical  smile ; 
"  They  gave  him  guns  to  shoot  down  their  own  troops  with." 

Baasix>ff  calls  this  again  a  ''  brilliant  afiair,"  and  Ax.  ison  says : 
^^  This  success,  though  not  on  a  great  scale,  was  very  important  as 
restoring  the  spirits  of  the  troops,  and  giving  the  turn  to  a  long 
train  of  disasters."  Casteixane  calls  Oued-el-AIeg  <'  the  tomb  of  one 
of  the  regular  batallions  of  the  Emir." 

Colonel  Le  Pats  i>e  Boubjollt  was  very  proud  of  his  share  in 
a  conflict  which  was  better  known  in  France  as  the  afiair  of  Oued. 
el-Aleg.  In  this  officer's  cheerful  study  or  reception-room,  orna- 
mented with  trophies  of  his  Algerian  campaigns,  glistening  in  the 
sunlight  which  floods  the  apartoient  through  the  broad  expanse  of 
windows  opening  to  the  sunny  east,  in  Paris — ^where  the  writer  met 
several  officers  who  had  served  in  Africa  with  Keabky,  and  had  many 
pleasant  things  to  say  of  him — hung,  in  1851,  a  grand  painting  of 
the  capture  of  Abi>-£I/-Kad£b's  cannon.  In  this,  Boubjollt,  in 
the  uniform  of  his  regiment  and  splendidly  mounted,  leads  the 
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charge,  spurring  his  white  barb  to  cat  down  the  artiUery  men  at 
the  gun.  Changabkieb,  who  led  the  infantry,  claimed  a  lion's 
share  of  the  honor  of  the  day,  and  a  duel  was  consideredimminent ; 
but  Valee — ^flattered  in  Bourjollt's  report  as  having  accompanied 
the  cavalry— conceded  the  glory  to  the  First  Chasseurs.  d'Airique. 
In  the  painting,  however,  the  infantry  are  seen  in  the  back  ground 
with  Marshal  Yalbb  at  their  head,  following  up  the  success  in 
another  quarter. 

From  the  admirable  i^ketch  of  the  life  of  Ejcabkt,  by  a  distin- 
guished New  Jerseyman,  it  would  appear  as  if  one  Colonel  Guie, 
and  not  le  Pats  de  Boubjoixt,  commanded  the  First  Chasseurs 
d'Afiique  while  Keabnt  was  attached  to  them.  This  is  an  error. 
BouBJOLLY  continued  Colonel  of  the  First  Chasseurs  d'A&ique 
until  2l8t  June,  1840,  when  he  was  made  Marechal-de-Camp — 
synonymous  with  Greneral  of  Brigada  By  that  time  all  the  hard 
fighting  was  over,  as  the  second  engagement  at  the  Col  de  Mouzaia 
was  on  15th  June,  1840,  when  the  army  was  retracing  its  steps. 

If  BouBJOLLT  had  not  been  in  command,  and  actually  with  his 
regiment,  at  this  time,  he  never  could  have  made  such  a  display  in 
a  picture,  since  an  hundred  witnesses  would  have  started  up  to 
disprove  his  claim  to  the  honor. 

In  November,  1851,  the  writer  was  standing  on  the  ramparts  of 
the  Emperor's  Fort — ^built  by  Chables  V. — ^which  dominates  the 
city  of  Algiers,  and  commands  a  partial  view  of  the  rich  plain 
which  spreads  itself,  clothed  in  all  the  luxuriance  of  tropical  vege- 
tation, from  the  shores  of  the  deep  blue  Mediterranean  to  the  daric 
blue  ranges  of  the  Atlas;  while  standing  there  and  looking  down 
upon  the  plain  of  the  Metidjah,  most  interesting  to  the  native  of  a 
Northern  clime  in  its  palms  and  natural  features  peculiar  to  this 
land  of  story,  a  stranger  approached  him  and  prefacing  his  words 
with  a  military  salute,  remarked:  "Monsieur,"  pointing  to  the 
south,  "has  been  there."  "No;  this  is  my  first  visit  to  Africa.** 
"  Are  you  not  an  American  ?  Did  you  not  serve  in  the  Chasseurs 
d'Airique ?"  "No;  I  only  arrivedin  Algiers  yesterday."  "  This  is 
strange;  I  thought  you  were  an  American  officer  who  served  with 
that  regiment,  to  which  I  belonged."  '  This  mistake  of  identity 
led  to  an  explanation,  and  the  soldier  then  went  on  to  express  his 
admiration  for  Keabkt  for  his  dash  and  his  daring.  "He  was  a 
very  brave  man,"  said  he ;  "I  have  often  seen  him  charging  the 
Arabs  with  his  sword  in  one  hand,  his  pistol  in  the  other,  and  hia 
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reins  in  his  teeth."  Snoh  testimony  from  an  old  African  trooper 
tells  the  whole  story,  and  it  was  corroborated  by  others.  Several 
officers  who  had  served  with  him,  who  were  encountered  on  the 
passage  between  Algiers  and  Marseilles,  were  loud  in  his  praise. 
One,  who  was  a  Marechal-de'Zogis  (Quartermaster's  Sergeant  of 
Cavalry)  in  one  of  the  companies  of  the  First  Chasseurs  d'Afrique, 
which  made  the  campaigns  of  1839-40  (in  1851  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
same  regiment)  spoke  of  him  in  about  the  same  terms  as  the  old 
soldier  who  thought  that  he  recognized  Kearnt  on  the  summit  of 
the  Chateau  de  FEmpereur.  It  would  require  too  much  space  to 
follow  Kearny  through  ^1  the  details  of  his  Algerian  experiences, 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  note  the  most  remarkable.  The  best  proof 
that  he  profited  by  all  that  he  saw  is  the  development  of  ability 
disclosed  in  the  last  year  of  his  life,  when  he  had  attained  a  posi- 
tion to  show  how  great  he  really  was,  and  how  much  greater  he 
might  have  become  had  he  survived. 

In  Algiers  he  learned  the  enormous  capabilities  of  a  well-trained 
in&ntry.  He  never  could  speak  in  terms  of  sufficient  commenda- 
tion of  the  French  Light  Infantry.  He  said  that  their  conduct 
was  something  magnificent,  their  coolness  combined  with  enthusi- 
asm; their  orderly  disorder;  accommodating  discipline  to  the 
terribly  broken  and  difficult  ground  on  which  they  had  to  operate ; 
then*  individual  intelligence  and  combined  action.  He  was  justi- 
fied in  his  eulo^es,  for  no  country  ever  possessed  a  more  perfect  light 
infantry  than  that  which  so  often  scaled  the  Atlas  and  cleared  the 
TV«y  for  the  columns  and  trains.  Fine  as  the  cavalry  was  with 
which  he  served,  noble  its  deeds,  and  wonderful  its  endurance,  it 
was  ever  the  light  infantry  for  which  he  reserved  his  enthusiasm. 
This  was  just,  for  if  ever  there  wafl  a  difficult  country  to  gain 
^ound  in  against  an  intrepid  foe— ^which  only  needed  scientific 
ti-aining  and  good  weapons  to  secure  their  independence — ^that 
country  was  the  Atlas. 

To  restrain  the  natives  the  French  were  obliged  to  maintsdn  an 
army  of  100,000  men.  Pulszet,  who  bases  his  statements  on 
authentic  documents,  sets  down  this  number,  and  adds  that  the 
colony  costs  France  $20,000,000  a  year.  The  biographer  of  Mar- 
shal Yaieb  admits  that  he  had  an  army  of  57,000  strong,  excellent 
troops,  no  one  can  deny.  He  had  gu*dled  that  portion  of  the  plain 
of  the  Metidjah,  which  had  been  colonized  and  brought  under  cul- 
tivation, with  a  chain  of  camps,  forts  and  block-houses ;  and  yet  in 
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November-December,  1839,  "all  the  Province  of  Algiers  was  in 
volved  in  a  general  blaze."  In  1840  the  natives  were  driven  back 
apparently  across  the  Lesser  Atlas,  defeated  and  disorganized. 
Notwithstanding,  in  May,  1841,  they  were  back  again  in  the  Metid- 

• 

jah,  and  slaughtered  a  whole  company — 49  men  lost .  their  heads, 
and  one  hid  in  the  bushes,  severely  wounded — the  garrison  of  a 
block-house,  not  more  than  nine  miles  from  Algiers,  nor  three  from 
Delhi-Ibrahim,  a  considerable  military  post,  not  more  than  three 
or  four  miles  W.  by  S.  of  that  city.  Well  might  Lampinq  exclaim : 
"  So  you  may  judge  tolerably  well  of^what  is  meant  by  the  French 
tenitory."  A  p<|ople  who  could  defend  their  independence  with 
such  indomitable  pertinacity  were  antagonists  worthy  of  any 
troops  in  the  world.  Where  would  the  South  be  now  if  they  had 
evinced  a  like  unconquerable  spirit  under  disadvantages  as  dispro- 
portioned  and  odds  as  overwhelming. 

The  combats  already  described,  as  well  as  minor  collisions^ 
taught  the  Emu*  that  it  would  not  do  to  risk  the  troops,  which  had 
cost  him  so  much  labor  to  organize,  in  any  more  pitched  battles. 
Many  times  his  banner  was  descried  in  the  plain,  floating  over  his 
scai'let  batallions  and  squadrons  in  the  distance,  but  on  all  occasions 
the  combat  which  the  French  sought  diligently  was  refused  by 
their  leader. 

On  2oth  April,  1840,  Mai*shal  Yaimr  determined  to  carry  the 
war  into  the  interior,  and  on  the  27th  marched  from  Blidah  upon 
Medeah.  Between  these  two  places  rose  the  mountain  of  the  Mou- 
zaia,  5,117  feet  higL  To  afford  some  idea  of  the  difficulties  which 
the  invader  had  to  encounter,  tiie  new  military  road  from  Blidah  to 
Medeah,  laid  out  in  the  most  scientific  manner,  crosses  the  Chiffa  no 
less  than  sixty-two  times.  Nevertheless,  this  road,  a  marvel  of  engi- 
neering, becomes  impassable  at  times  in  winter,  and  its  mainteur 
ance  requires  constant  repairs.  Like  the  Khyber  Passj'  in  Af- 
ghanistan, it  might  be  the  gi*ave  of  an  invading  army  in  the  hands 
of  an  enemy  which  knew  how  to  combine  their  efforts  and  avail 
themselves  of  the  natural  difficulties.  The  road  by  which  Yalee 
advanced  was  doubtless  that  followed  by  the  Roman  legions. 
It  is  longer  and  even  more  difficult  than  the  new  one  con- 
structed by  the  French-  It  crosses  the  Col  de  Tenyah,  or  rather 
Col  de  Mouzaia,  for  Tenyah  simply  signifies  ^'Peak  of  the  Moun- 
tain." The  defile  Tenyah  begins  about  nine,  miles  west  of  the 
Haouch  (farm)  of  Mouzaia,  which  again  is  about  fifteen  miles  from 
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Blidah,  and  twenty-five  from  Algiers.     It  requires  a  peaceable 
march  of  two  hours  to  reach  the  neck  or  cleft  of  the  mountain 
through  which  the  road  crosses.     Lampikg,  who  climbed  it  more 
than  once  in  the  courae  of  the  Tarious  campaigns  in  which  he  was 
^  engaged,  says  that  from  the  foot  of  the  Col  de  Mouzaia  up  to  its 
highest  point,  is  full  seven  hours'  march  ^en  no  resistance  is  en- 
countered.    In  May,  1840,  that  ascent  which  required  seven  hom*s 
in  peaceful  times,  was  to  be  made  under  a  constant  fire  of  sharp- 
shooters, each  of  whom  selected  his  man.     On  both  sides,  the  defile 
is  partially  cultivated,  but  the  greater  portion  of  the  nairow  path, 
traversed  by  many  rivulets,  leads  through  a  rough  thicket,  some- 
times inten-upted  by  bold  lime  cliffs.    Towards  the  crest  of  the 
range  it  becomes  continually  narrower ;  the  cliffs  from  both  side%  ap- 
proaching each  other  so  closely  that  scai'cely  four  men  can  march 
abreast ;  finally  two  conical  rocks  form  a  kind  of  natural  gate.    Be- 
sides all  this,  the  road  clings  in  many  places  to  the  sides  of  a  pre- 
cipitous mountain.     In  the  depths  below,  to  the  right,  so  far  down 
that  its  murmur  can  scarcely  be  heard  in  the  dry  season,  in  summer 
trickles  a  thread-  fef  water,  in  winter  roars  an  irresistible  torrent; 
while  to  the  left  hand  soar  the  rocky  cliffs.     In  the  distance— as 
seen  through  the  pass — soars  the  snow-capped  peak  of  Nador,  be- 
neath which  nestles  the  objective  of  Marshal  Valee,  Medeah,  em- 
bosomed in  the  luxuriant  groves  of  fruit-trees,  the  fr*agrance  of 
whose  flowers,  in  their  season,  are  said  to  be  sickening  to  those  who 
seek  their  cool  shelter  to  sleep  over  night     Raaslofp,  the  distin- 
guished Danish  olEcer  who,  like  Keabnt,  served  as  a  volunteer 
under  Valee,  in  his  interesting  work,  published  at  "Altona"  in 
1845,  furnishes  a  view  of  this  defile  at  the  instant  when  the  French 
troops  were  forcing  jt,  in  October,  1840,  climbing  the  serpentine 
track  which  clings,  mid-air,  to  the  precipice,  with  the  Kabyles,  con- 
spicuous in  their  white  "boumous"  or  cloaks,  firing  upon  them 
from  every  covert  afforded    by  the  overhanging  or  projecting 
rocks.     At  first  sight  a  soldier  would  agree  with  Pulszkt  that  fifty 
resolute  men  might,  here,  detain  an  army  for  several  days.     Facts, 
however,  have  demonstrated  the  truth  of  Marshal  Bugeaud's  ad- 
dress to  his  officers  at  Orleansville  that "  an  army  which  knows  how 
to  obey,  an  army  which  knows  how  to  suffer,  is  the  hope  and  strength 
of  the  country ;  the  time  will  never  come  when  it  will  be  found 
wanting  to  France."     Accordingly,  in   1830,  Mardohal-de-Camp 
(Brigadier-General)  Achabd,  with  a  single  batallion  of  the  S7th 
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Infantry  of  the  Line,  carried  the  Pass  of  the  Moozaia,  although  it 
was  defended  by  2,000  Turks,  Kabyles,  and  Arabs.  The  foremost 
of  the  French  rushed  with  fixed  bayonets  into  what  seemed  the 
very  jaws  of  death;  but,  says  Lamping,  the  Arab  or  Bedouin,  the 
Kabyle,  who  is  great  and  admirable  at  the  hour  of  death,  who 
never  begs  his  life  or  utters  an  unmanly  complaint,  has  "  a  holy  hor- 
ror of  the  bayonet."  Achakd's  Infantry  burst  through  the  African 
ranks  with  a  heroism  which  had  its  parallel  in  that  of  the  four 
Hungarian  batallions,  which  under  General  GirroN,  carried  the 
Branyiszko  Pass,  5th  February,  1849. 

Kearny  was  now  to  witness  and  have  a  share  in  an  exploit  simi- 
lar to  that  of  Guton's,  which  was  almost  dramatic  in  its  effects,  if 
death  had  not  made  it  subUme.  The  Prince  de  Joinviixe,  in  his 
"  Army  of  tho  Potomac,"  refers  to  Kearny's  participatiou  in  this 
severe  fight  on  the  Mouzaia,  which  he  couples  with  Solferino,  as  if 
to  have  been  there  was  indeed  something  to  speak  of 

From  the  1st  May,  starting  from  the  "Tomb  of  the  Christian" — 
a  ruined  monument,  so  styled,  in  reality  an  ancient  burial-place  of 
the  Mauritanian  kings, — ^till  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  when  the 
army  reached  the  foot  of  the  northern  range,  proper,  of  the  Atlas, 
every  mile  of  the  advance  had  been  won  by  a  combat.  The 
march  was  one  continual  skirmish.  The  column  might  almost 
have  been  said  to  have  cleaved  its  way  onward  as  a  ship  ploughs 
through  a  head  sea,  only  the  waves  were  not  impassive  adversaries, 
but  surges  of  irregular  cavalry,  which  made  incessant  and  harrassing 
attacks  on  the  French  flanks,  front,  and  rear,  and  returned  shot  for 
shot,  and  cut  of  yataghan  for  slash  of  sabre.  In  repelling  these 
assaults,  the  First  Chasseurs,  to  which  Kearny  was  attached^  were 
invariably  successfril,  executing  a  number  of  brilliant  charges.  In 
one  of  these,  the  Duke  op  Aumale,  the  youngest  son  of  the  king, 
made  a  dash  with  a  single  company  of  this  regiment  and  achieved 
a  brilliant  success,  by  the  rapidity  and  hardihood  of  his  manceuvre. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Arab  horse  are  accustomed  to  fight 
accounts  for  the  old  soldier's  description  of  Kearny's  conduct  on 
such  occasions,  "  charging  with  his  sabre  in  one  hand,  his  pistol  in 
the  other,  and  his  reins  in  his  teeth."  The  Bedouin,  or  Arab  horse^ 
hover  round  a  column  all  day  with  wild  yells  of  "Lu-Lu,"  gallop- 
ing up  without  order,  within  80  or  100  yards  of  the  French  sharp- 
shooters, "  and  discharging  their  rifles,  at  frill  speed.  The  horse 
then  turns  off  of  his  own  accord,  and  the' rider  loads  his  piece  as 
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he  retreats;   and  this  is  repeated  again  and  again  all  the  day 
long." 

"  The  Bedouins  never  wait  for  a  close  encounter  hand  to  hand 
when  charged  by  our  cavalry ;  they  disperse  in  all  directions,  bat 
instantly  return.  The  only  difference  between  them  and  the  Nu- 
midians,  of  whom  Sallust  says,  "*  They  fight  flying,  and  retreat, 
only  to  return  more  numerous  than  before,'  is,  that  the  Numidians 
of  old  fought  with  bows,  and  the  Bedouins  with  rifles." 

''  This  kind  of  fighting  is  equally  dangerous  and  fatiguing  to  us. 
It  is  no  joke  to  be  firing  in  all  directions,  from  sunrise  to  sunset, 
and  to  march  at  the  same  time,  for  we  seldom  halt  to  fight  at  our 
ease.  The  general  only  orders  a  halt  when  the  rear-guard  is  so 
fiercely  attacked  as  to  require  reinforcements.  Any  soldier  of  the 
reai'-guard  who  is  wounded  or  fatigued  has  the  pleasant  prospect  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Bedouins,  and  having  his  head  cut  off 
by  them.  One  comfort  is,  that  this  operation  is  speedily  performed  • 
two  or  three  strokes'of  the  yataghan  are  a  lasting  cure  for  all  pains 
and  sorrows." 

Abd-el  Kadeb  had  neglected  nothing  which  could  render  the 
defence  of  the  Col  de  Mouzaia  successful.  To  the  natural  bulwarks 
of  this  formidable  pass,  he  had  added  abattis,  entrenchments  armed 
with  batteries,  and  a  strong  redoubt,  on  the  very  culminating  point 
or  principal  peak.  To  man  these  works  he  had  drawn  together 
large  numbers  of  troops,  and  especially  all  .the  sub-clans  of  the  gi'eat 
and  valiant  tribe  of  the  Mouzaia.  These  last  had  always  shown 
themselves  the  most  intrepid  of  the  Arab  infantry  whenever  the 
French  had  forced  the  passage  of  the  CoL  The  very  geographical 
position  of  this  tribe  of  the  Kabyles  had  won  for  it  the  highest 
consideration  fi'om  the  Tm'ks,  while  they  governed  Algiers.  It 
depended  dh-ectly  on  the  Agaa  of  the  Capital ;  it  had  received 
large  concessions  of  fine  land  in  the  plain ;  it  wsA  exempted  from 
ti-ibute  of  aU  kmds ;  and  was  charged  with  a  sort  of  supervision 
over  the  other  mountain  ti-ibes. 

On  the  12th  May,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  Duke  op  On- 
LEANs,  pointing  to  the  crest  of  the  Mouzaiar— seven  hours'  march 
&om  the  foot  of  the  mountain — ^and  the  entrenchments  which  crowned 
it,  ci-owded  with  defenders,  whose  white  garments  glistened  like 
silver  in  the  rising  sun — addi'essed  these  words  to  the  French 
soldiers,  impatient  to  begin ;  "  My  boys,  the  Arabs  are  expecting 
us,  and  France  is  looking  on."  Then  he  gave  the  signal  for  the 
attack. 
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In  an  instant  the  scarped  flank  of  the  rockj  heights  was  covered 
With  French  soldiers,  leaping,  climbing,  mounting  almost  at  a 
ran.  The  drums  beat,  the  clarions  sounded  the  charge ;  the  officers 
animated  the  men  with  their  voices  and  by  their  examples.  The 
first  column  gained  the  lowest  plateau  without  much  difficulty. 
There  they  found  themselves  before  three  lofty  swells,  or  rounded 
elevations,  disposed  in  echelon,  each  crowned  with  a  formidable 
redoubt.  At  th|s  point  the  resistance  was  terribly  resolute.  From 
the  ramparts  of  these  natural  forts,  strengthened  artificially,  the 
Arabs  delivered  a  plunging  and  murderous  fire  upon  the  assailants. 
Between  these,  three  masses  of  rock  thrust  themselves  forth  at 
intermediate  points,  which  afforded  covers  to  the  enemy, 
armed  with  '4ong  rifles,  which  carry  almost  as  far  as  wall  pieces." 
Thus  sheltered,  the  Arabs  kept  up  a  continual  and  lively  direct  and 
cross-fire  upon  the  French,  who,  to  overcome  the  ascent  of  the 
abrupt  rocky  steep,  were  obliged  to  cling  to  every  projecting  rock, 
to  every  bush,  and  consequently  were  unable  to  reply.  Soon  a 
thick  smoko  enveloped  the  mountain  like  a  cloud,  and  nothing 
more  was  visible  to  the  rest  of  the  army  below.  This  state  of 
affairs  lasted  several  hours.  During  this  time  nothing  was  heard 
but  an  almost  continual  roll  of  musketry,  to  which  the  artillery 
added  their  reports  like  single  and  severe  claps  in  a  thunder  storm, 
and  ever  and  anon,  as  the  fire  slackened,  the  progress  of  the 
attack  could  be  distinctly  measured,  by  the  responses  of  the 
drums  and  bugles  of  the  Second  Light  Infantry,  higher  and 
higher,  amid  the  cloud  which  enveloped  the  mountain.  At  length, 
about  mid-day,  a  peculiar  flourish  of  clarions  or  bugles  announced 
a  decided. success.  The  Second  Light  Infantry  had  carried  the 
second  and  commanding  peak. 

Then  the  two  other  columns  moved  in  turn,  and  began  to  ascend 
the  heights  undsr  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  column  Lamobiciere 
having  made  itself  master  of  a  wooded  ridge  which  extended  to 
the  right  of  the  peak,  the  Arabs,  who  were  dislodged  by  this  success, 
came  together  again  in  his  rear,  and  posted  themselves  in  a  ravine. 
By  this  disposition  they  were  enabled  to  stop  the  march  of  the 
column  d'Houdetot,  with  which  the  Duks  of  Orleans  advanced. 
At  once  the  young  general  ordered  the  soldiers  to  unsling  their 
knapsacks  and  make  a  bayonet  charge.  To  this  the  Arabs  opposed 
such  a  vigorous  resistance  that  all  the  troops  in  succession  became 
fngaged.    The  very  staff  was  obliged  to  cut  in  and  defend  them- 
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selves.  General  ScHSAaoi,  Chief  of  the  Duke's  staff,  fell  wounded 
at  the  side  of  the  Duke  of  Obleaits,  and  other  officers  were  hit 
Fortunately  a  battalion  of  the  Twenty-third  succeeded,  in  a  mea- 
sure, in  turning  the  ravine.  They  rushed  with  the  bayonet  upon 
the  Arabs,  who,  taken  in- flank  by  this  unexpected  attack,  disbanded 
and  fled. 

Meanwhile,  the  first  column  Duvtviers  had  arrived  at  the  foot  of 
the  main  redoubt.  There  they  were  received  with  such  terrific 
discharges  of  musketry  that  even  these  veterans  recoiled.  It  was 
now  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  JFor  twelve  hours  these  brave 
men  had  not  ceased  to  march,  to  climb,  and  to  fight.  On  all  sides 
the  men  wei*e  falling,  overcome  with  heat,  fatigue,  and  thirst.  A 
last  effort  remained  to  be  made,  the  most  important  of  all,  and  the 
least  indecision  would  have  compromised  the  success  of  a  day  so 
heroically  begun.  General  Changabnieb  comprehended  this  critical 
moment,  and  turning  towards  the  Second  Light  Infantry,  he  placed 
his  sword  under  his  arm  as  coolly  as  if  on  the  exercise  ground,  and 
gave  the  order,  "Forwai-d."  At  the  sound  of  his  voice,  so  reas- 
suring in  its  calmness,  the  drums  beat  and  bugles  soimded  the 
chai'ge,  the  ranks  refoimed,  the  soldiers  rushed  upon  the  redoubt, 
some  succeeded  in  making  a  lodgment  within  the  entrenchments. 
The  Arabs,  thus  vigorously  assailed,  defended  themselves  no  less 
resolutely,  but  at  length,  attacked  on  all  sides,  they  began  to  waver, 
then  to  yield  ground,  and  finally  fled  before  the  French,  who  swept 
everything  before  them.  Then  the  trioolored  flag,  planted  on  the  very 
summit  of  the  Atlas,  was  saluted  by  the  roll  of  all  the  drums,  the 
flourishes  of  trumpets,  and  the  enthusiastic  shouts  of  the  army. 

The  Col  de  Mouzaia  was  gallantly  carried,  (after  a  desperate  fight 
like  that  of  Hooker's  at  Lookout  Mountain  "above  the  clouds,")* 

*  Battlbb  above  the  clouds  are  not  so  rare  as  many  think.  In  189S,  there  was  not 
only  a  battle  f  oaght,  bat  a  campaign  carried  on,  on  a  level  with  the  limit  of  perpetual 
snow.  Marshal  Catieat,  "  Pere  le  JPens^^^  a  term  applied  a  centary  afterwards  to  Napo- 
leon, established  his  camp  on  the  summit  of  the  Cottian  Alps,  near  Fenestrelles,  a  spot 
still  renowned  in  military  annals  as  the  **  Pre  de  Oitinet.^^  The  remnants  of  the  French 
and  Sardinian  entrenchments  are  still  to  be  discerned  amid  the  snow.  In  the  previous 
centary  the  same  nations  encountered  in  as  elevated  regions,  and  pitched  their  tents  am!d 
the  clouds,  under  the  famous  Lesdiguierbs  and  Pbincb  Thoxas  oi*  Satot,  grandfather  of 
the  great  Prince  Buqbnio  von  Savoy,  as  he  wrote  his  name  in  the  languages  of  the  three 
nations  from  which  he  derived  his  blood. 

In  1797,  on  the  22d  March,  Massena  defeated  the  Austrians  on  the  summit  of  the  Julian 
Alps,  when  cavalry  charged  and  artillery  manoeuvred  on  fields  of  ice,  while  the  infantry 
waded  to  the  attack  through  deep  snow  drifts.  Some  of  the  fortresses  which  constituted 
the  "Armour  of  Piedmont"  are  on  peaks  so  lofty  that  their  garrisons  often  basked  in  the 
sunshine,  i^^en  the  lower  world  was  entirely  shut  out'  from  them  by  strata  of  cloads.        § 
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and  Medeah  occupied.  Thifi  Algerian  ^^  battle  above  the  clouds  " 
was  as  much  more  romantic  in  its  incidents  than  our  own,  as  the 
Atlas  Mountains  exceed  in  altitude  the  Lookout  range,  but  not 
more  glorious.  The  disposition  of  the  ground  simply  made  the 
effect  finer. 

9 

So  much  space  has  been  given  to  the  consideration  of  the  de- 
tails of  this  battle  of  the  Col  de  Mouzaia,  because  it  very  much  resem- 
bled our  own  battle  of  the  South  Mountam,  14th  September,  1862, 
which  the  writer  looks  upon  as  the  most  brilliant  feat  of  aims  in 
the  long  list  of  glories  which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  can  claim 
as  their  own.  The  success  in  the  Tenyah  Pass,  as  in  that  sunny  Sun- 
day fight  in  Turner's  Gap,  depended  on  the  possession  of  a  peak  to 
the  right  of  the  road:  only  the  Algerian  Peak  was  960  metres,  3,200 
feet  in  height,  and  the  Maryland,  1,000  feet.  Lamoriciere  and 
Changabkier  had  noble  representatives  in  Meade  and  DouBijajAY, 
and  DuvTviER  in  poor  Reno.  The  Ddke  op  Orleans,  the  hero  of  the 
day,  might  have  been  proud  of  such  a  substitute  as  Hooker  ;  but 
in  MoClellan,  Valee  had  a  very  poor  proxy.  It  would  have 
been  well  for  the  former  if  he  had  possessed  a  little  of  the  latter's 
iron  will  and  severity. 

There  is  a  great  parity  of  circumstances  between  the  advance  of 
McClellan,  from  Washington,  through*  Frederick,  to  Antietam, 
and  of  Valee  from  Blidah  to  Medeah,  besides  the  mere  fact  that 
in  both,  a  mountain  range,  vigorously  defended,  had  to  be  over- 
come. It  took  McClellan  twelve  days  to  advance  forty-five  miles, 
over  excellent  roads,  and  through  an  open  and  friendly  country, 
without  opposition — ^Valee,  the  same  length  of  time  to  fight  his 
way  fifteen  miles  through  an  extremely  difficult  countiy,  against  the 
opposition  of  every  soul  in  that  country  who  could  bear  arms ; 
when  every  hour  brought  a  skirmish,  and  every  day  a  bloody  con- 
flict McClellan  had  ample  supplies,  and  troops  double  the  num- 
ber of  his  adversary.  Valee  could  depend  upon  nothing  except 
what  he  could  carry  with  him,  and  the  Ai*abs  outnumbered  him  at 
least  two  to  one,  fighting  on  their  own  soil,  every  inch  of  which 
was  well  known  to  every  man,  with  a  virulence  and  courage  which 
the  rebels  might  equal,  but  could  not  surpass.  When  Valee  did 
come  in  contact  with  the  enemy  entrenched  and  admirably  posted 
in  his  mountain  fortress,  he  inflicted  such  a  defeat  upon  hinri  as 
needed  no  second  battle,  no  indecisive  Antietam,  to  effect  his  object, 
the  capture  of  Medeah.    Ejsarnt  might  have  told  all  this  to  Mc« 
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Clbllan,  and  have  afforded  him  the  benefits  of  his  experience,  had 
he  been  permitted  to  have  access  to  him,  or  had  his  counsels  been 
listened  to,  even  if  they  were  not  accepted.  It  is  needless  to  go 
farther,  although  McCijexlai?  is  chargeable  with  a  total  want  of 
strategy  at  South  Mountain,  for  he  could  have  turned  the  rebel  po- 
sitions there  through  Braddock's  Gap,  a  com*se  that  would  have  ob- 
viated a  hard  day's  fight,  and  have  produced  far  greater  results, 
with  a  much  less  sacrifice  of  life.  But,  Yalee,  if  not  a  man  of 
genius,  was  a  capable  and  experienced  soldier.  No  wonder  that 
Keabnt,  when  he  looked  upon  McClellak,  looked  back,  as  he 
wrote,  with  deep  regret  upon  the  absence  or  want  of  such  brilliant 
commanders  as  those  under  whom  he  had  seen  the  great  Afiican 
chain  conquered  and  crowned  with  the  ensigns  of  France. 

Abi>-el  Kader's  troops,  thus  driven  fi:t)m  their  position — selected 
with  so  much  address,  fortified  with  so  much  care,  and  defended 
with  so  much  resolution — fell  back  into  the  "  Wood  of  Olives,"  an- 
other strong  post.  This  is  a  narrow  tongue  of  land,  separating  the 
water  of  the  Chiffa  firom  those  of  Oued-el-Djer,  or  Djels,  midway  be- 
tween the  Col  de  Mouzaia  and  Medeah.  Here  another  short,  but 
severe  combat  ensued,  in  which  Chakoarnier  again  distinguished 
himself,  and  dislodged  the  Arabs  with  some  loss  inflicted  upon 
theuGi,  and  impressed  them  with  still  stronger  convictions  of  the  fu- 
tility of  further  resistance  to  such  troops  as  he  commanded.  On 
the  17th  May,  the  French  army  advanced  down  the  Southern  slope 
of  the  mountain  and  occupied  Medeah,  one  of  the  objectives  of  the 
French  operations.  The  other  was  MiHanah  next  to  be  assailed. 
These  keypoints  occupy  the  same  position,  relative  to  Algiers,  to- 
wards the  south-west,  as  Oonstantine,  towards  the  east  by  south, 
and  constituted  Abi>-el-Kader's  chief  strongholds  in  this  direction. 

Medeah  is  situated  on  a  plateau  on  the  summit  of  the  Lesser  At- 
las, smTounded  by  a  belt  of  gardens  and  enormous  groves  of  fiiiit 
trees,  particularly  oranges,  almonds,  and  olives;  all  the  tropical 
fruits,  however,  are  produced  in  abundance.  It  is  one  of  the  old- 
est cities  in  Africa,  of  Roman  origin ;  and  an  immense  aqueduct,  of 
Roman  construction,  clothed  with  creepers,  winding  like  a  serpent 
and  following  the  levels,  still  conveys  to  the  town  the  water  of  the 
mountain  springs,  and  feeds  its  numerous  fountains.  It  was  once 
very  populous ;  and  this  aqueduct  and  other  Roman  remains  attest 
ite  former  importance. 

The  plateau  upon  which  it  is  built  has  a  rapid  descent  towards 
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the  valleyB  of  the  sea-coast,  while  it  slopes  more  gently  down  in  the 
direction  of  the  desert,  so  that  the  town  may  be  said  to  look  into  the 
Sahara.  Its  altitude  above  the  sea  is  3,018  feet.  This  plateau 
sinks  sheer  down  on  two  sides,  and  these  precipices  make  it 
susceptible  of  easy  defence.  A  rather  high  stone  wall,  one  mile  in 
circumference,  encompasses  the  town,  pierced  by  five  gates,  two  to 
the  north,  and  thi'ee  respectively  to  the  south,  east,  and  west.  These 
gates,  in  1840,  were  weakly  defended  by  a  few  loopholes.  Above 
the  south  gate  two  old  8-pounder  Spanish  culverins  were  mounted, 
which  were  captured  by  the  French,  and  preserved  as  trophies.  Like 
Algiers,  Medeah  has  a  Casbah  and  a  very  pretty  palace,  the  residence 
of  the  former  Bey  of  TitterL 

Such  was  the  first  purely  Arab  town  which  Eeabny  saw,  and 
thence  he  could  look  down  into  the  great  desert,  of  which  such 
wonderful  stories  had  been  told.  Here  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
note  the  marked  differences  in  the  climate  of  Algiers.  In  winter 
the  weather  is  very  cold,  and  in  summer  the  heat  is  excessive.  But 
when  does  the  summer  commence!  The  military  author  of  a 
"  Summer  in  Sahara"  speaks,  22d  May,  1858,  of  "  winter  still  hav- 
ing one  foot  planted  on  the  white  summits  of  the  Mouzaia,  eight 
miles  N.N.W.  of  the  town ;"  and  Pulszky  alludes  to  the  snow  cap- 
ped mountains,  which  cool  the  hot  and  dry  winds  of  the  desert  The 
mountam  Ouanseris,  5,904  feet  high,  easily  seen  from  Medeah^ 
sixty-five  miles  to  the  southeast,  in  January,  1842,  was  all  white 
with  snow ;  and  some  sharp  needles  of  the  Jurjura,  or  Djordjora, 
about  the  same  distance  to  the  eaatward,  are  covered  with  snow 
the  whole  year  round. 

Castellans,  in  describing  Mascara,  still  farther  to  the  south,  but 
on  the  same  range,  says,  'Hhe  climate  is  frightful  during  the  winter 
in  this  part  of  the  country ;  snow,  rain — ^rain  which  beats  upon  the 
tent  like  strokes  of  a  stick — ^hail,  winds,  and  every  irregularity  of 
climate." 

At  Medeah,  three  mountain  ranges  seem  to  oome  together ;  one 
from  the  west,  one  from  the  north,  and  one  from  the  east  Towai*ds 
the  south,  had  the  human  vision  sufficient  range,  Eeabny  might 
have  beheld  the  Great  Desert — ^not  altogether  so  in  reality,  since 
French  military  eicploration  has  proved  it  to  be  an  ocean  of  sand, 
thickly  dotted  with  islands  of  verdure  and  fertility,  with  abundant 
water,  at  no  very  great  depth,  responding  to  artesian  wells— for, 
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as  before  stated,  Medeah,  from  the  elevation  of  its  site,  overlooks 
all  intervening  objects  in  that  direction. 

LA^airiNG,  who  campaigned  in  this  country  in  1840-'l,  remarks 
that  the  tract  of  country  must  have  been  thickly  peopled  at  some 
former  time,  judging  from  the  cemeteries  which  he  and  his  comrades 
saw  in  their  marches  in  the  district  of  Medeah. 

"  These  are  generally  near  the  tomb  of  a  marabout,  and  of  enor- 
mous extent :  they  might  truly  be  called  cities  of  the  dead.  The 
graves  are  all  exactly  alike  ;*  no  distinction  seems  to  exist  among  the 
dead.  ^1  are  carefully  covered  with  masonry,  to  keep  the  jackals 
from  scratching  up  the  bodies ;  and  indeed  no  one  can  wonder  that 
the  Bedouins  should  wish  to  rest  undisturbed  in  death  ailer  such 
restless,  wandering  lives.  Each  grave  was  marked  by  a  large  up- 
right stone,  but  no  date  told  the  dying  day  of  him  who  lay  beneath 
it)  no  escutcheon  proclaimed  his  birth  and  descent" 

On  the  20th  of  May,  Yalee — ^having  left  behind  him  in  Medeah 
a  garrison  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  men — retraced  his  steps 
across  the  Atlas  to  the  farm  of  the  Mouzaia,  at  the  foot  of  the 
monntaia,  on  the  Northern  side.  The  indefatigable  Emir  did  not 
permit  the  peaceful  prosecution  of  this  march.  A  very  severe 
attack  upon  the  reai'  guard  occurred  on  the  20th,  in  the  '^  Wood  of 
Olives,"  in  which  that  picked  body  of  men,  the  Riflemen,  (  Chasseurs 
([  Orleansy  or  de  Vincennes)  suffered  such  terrible  losses  that  it 
might  have  been  looked  upon  as  destroyed  as  a  battalion,  and  as 
such  it  took  no  further  part  in  this  campaign.  The  first  period  of 
the  great  spring  operations  was  ended.  The  Duke  of  Orleans 
and  the  Duke  of  Aumale,  both  of  whom  had  evinced  the  highest 
distinction  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions,  bade  adieu  to  the  army 
to  return  to  France.  All  the  disposable  troops  were  now  brought 
together,  and  every  possible  preparation  made  for  the  next  move. 

While  the  Frepch  were  stndmng  every  nerve  to  reorganize  their 
columns,  Abd-el-Kadeb  was  not  idle,  and  sought  by  able  disposi 
tions  to  render  his  numerous  but  scattered  forces  available  for  a 
protracted  defensive.  One  body  remained  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Algiers  to  harass  the  territory  around  this  city ;  a  second  maintained 
the  blockade  of  Medeah ;  a  third  was  posted  in  the  lowlands  along 
the  River  Cheliff  to  observe  and  obstruct  the  advance  of  a  French 
column  upon  Milianah ;  while  a  fourth  was  posted  at  the  bridge  of 
£1  Cantara,  which  spanned  this  river  to  the  west  of  Milianah,  on 
the  route  to  Mascara  and  the  province  of  Oran. 
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On  the  5th  June,  the  French  column,  ten  thousand  strong,  started 
afresh  from  Blidah ;  pressed  forward  from  the  west  end  of  the  plain 
of  the  Metidjah  into  the  Atlas ;  on  the  7th  passed  the  Cap  or  Col 
de  Gontas — about  fifteen  miles  east  of  Milianah,  and  about  eighteen 
miles  west  of  Medeah — and  on  the  8th  captured  Milianah  after  a 
short  but  brisk  engagement,  fortunately  in  time  to  ai'rest  the  con- 
flagration, kindled  by  order  of  Abd-el-Kadek.  Thifl,  but  for 
the  efforts  of  the  French,  would  shortly  have  laid  the  whole 
place  in  ashes.  Like  Rotopschin,  AmvEinKADEB  resolved  to 
destroy  his  Moscow  with  fire  rather  than  leave  it  in  a  condition  to 
tempt  the  return  of  its  own  population,  which  he  had  driven  forth 
to  settle  in  a  more  inaccessible  place,  or  to  sei've  as  a  permanent 
shelter  to  the  invader.  An  immense  convoy  of  ammunition  and 
provisions  had  accompanied  the  march  of  his  troops,  partly  to  serve 
as  a  supply  for  a  garrison  of  three  thousand  men,  which  Yalee 
established  in  Iffilianah,  and  partly  to  re-victual  Medeah,  and  thus 
enable  its  garrison  to  hold  out  through  the  winter. 

Milianah,  situated  about  eighty  miles  west-south-west  of  Algiers,* 
nestles  in  the  bosom  of  the  mountains,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
an  abundance  of  water,  the  greatest  of  blessings  in  this  torrid  clime. 
Towards  the  north  and  west  the  ground  is  flat,  with  a  gentle  descent 
to  the  plain  of  Cheliff.  Towards  the  east  and  south  it  sinks  precipi- 
tously fit)m  the  wall  of  the  city  down  into  a  very  deep  valley, 
which,  frill  of  the  most  beautifril  gardens,  presents  a  prospect  from 
the  town  which  can  scarcely  be  exceeded  in  beauty.  This  valley 
of  the  Cheliff  was  to  Milianah-^the  Richmond  of  Abd-eltEader— 
what -the  Shenandoah  Valley  was  to  the  rebel  capital.  It  was  his 
granary ;  the  soil  scarcely  needed  the  hand  of  industry  to  produce 
the  richest  crops.  Magnificent  harvests  rewarded  the  rude  Arab 
irrigation.  On  these  two  last  mentioned  sides  (eastward  and  south- 
ward) Milianah,  like  Medeah  and  Constantine,  is  not  susceptible  of 
attack  ^ 

Milianah,  the  ancient  Maniana,  is  another  evidence  of  the  stra- 
tegical engineering  of  the  Romans.  Its  site,  like  every  other 
selected  by  that  wonderful  military  nation — of  whom  it  was  said : 
''  A  Grod  must  have  instructed  them  in  the  art  of  war" — ^rendered  it 
a  military  post  of  the  highest  importance.  When  Abd-el-Kader 
consigned  it  to  the  flames,  it  was  indeed  the  Emir's  Moscow.  It 
was  his  chosen  city,  which  he  had  destined  to  become  the  center  of 
Ai*ab  industry.    There  he  had  constructed  his  forges ;  and  all  his 


• 


1Q4         BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJ0B-6ENEBAL  PHILIP  EEABNT. 

grand  establisliments,  since  situated  on  a  detached  monntain  plateau, 
even  as  if  on  a  cornice,  {^^en  comichey")  its  position  was  admirably 
caLcnlated  against  any  attack,  except  that  of  European  discipline 
and  artillery.  Handsome  houses,  flagged  with  marble,  with  gal- 
leries in  the  second  story,  supported  by  graceful  columns  and 
magnificent  Moorish  sculptures,  attested  the  opulence  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants.  Four  miles  to  the  northeast,  the  mountsdn  Zakkar 
towers  to  the  height  of  five  thousand  and  thirty  one  feet,  the  sixth 
peak  of  the  Atlas  in  altitude.  From  its  flank  bursts  forth  abundant 
fountains  of  the  purest  water,  not  only  sufficient  to  supply  tiie  town 
below — built  on  a  spur  of  the  lofty  source — ^but  susceptible  of  fur- 
nishing motive  power  to  a  large  number  of  manufactories.  When 
the  French  entered  by  the  Gate  of  Zakkar,  all  that  remained  of 
this  comparative  magnificence  was  the  palace  of  the  Emir  and  a 
few  other  buildings. 

Lamfino  speaks  of  Milianah  as  besieged  and  taken  by  the  French 
on  this  occasion : 

^'  One  half  of  the  besiegers  assailed  the  town  firom  below,  while 
the  rest,  having  planted  some  cannon  on  a  height  commanding  the 
town,  poured  their  shot  down  upon  it  When  AsD-EL-KAnER  saw 
he  could  hold  the  place  no  longer,  he  determined  to  retreat  by  the 
only  gate  which  v^as  left  still  free,  and  first  rode,  sword  in  hand, 
through  the  streets,  cutting  down  every  one  who  would  not  follow 
him.  Nearly  all  effected  their  retreat  in  safety,  and  most  of  the 
families  settled  on  the  northern  slope  of  the  Lesser  Atlas." 

This  bears  out  the  writer's  recollections  of  E!eabny's  account  of 
these  operations ;  he  always  spoke  of  this  capture  as  the  siege  of  Mili- 
anah, and  referred  to  the  cemeteries — such  as  excited  theast  onish- 
ment  of  Lahping — ^in  connection  with  this  service.  He  said  that 
one  of  these  old  Turkish  graves  made  a  capital  place  to  sleep  in  dur- 
ing the  investment  The  head,  foot,  and  side  stones  at  once  afforded 
shelter  from  the  wind^  and  kept  a  man  from  rolling  out  Wrapped 
in  his  cloak,  or  burnous,  he  often  slept  soundly  and  comfortably 
over  one  of  the  former  inhabitants,  sleeping  still  more  soundly 
underneath  him.  Gastellane refers  to  a  ''cemetery  which  received, 
in  1840,  an  entire  garrison."  It  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  walls, 
and  as  this  is  one  point  from  which  the  town  was  assailed,  it  is  very 
likely  that  this  is  the  spot  to  which  Keabnt  referred. 

Having  left  a  garrison  of  three  thousand  men  in  Milianah,  Yai£b 
marched  thence,  12th  June,  through  the  Djendel — the  district  of 
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oouiitry  between  that  town  and  Medeah.  Down  to  1841  these 
towns  had,  been,  as  it  were,  advanced  posts  of  French-Afiican  occu- 
pation. After  that  time  thej  became  the  basis  of  French  occupa- 
tion in  Algeria.  This  movement  was  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
Medeah,  and  in  order  to  do  so,  it  was  necessary  to  cross  a  spur  of 
the  Col  de  Mouzaia,  the  third  time  this  spring,  but  now  from  south 
to  north,  and  not,  as  previously,  from  north  to  south. 

On  this  occasion  the  Zouaves — limitation  Arabs — amoved  with 
more  celerity  than  the  real  natives,  and  were  beforehand  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  pass.  By  a  manoeuvre  which  proved  that  Abd-el- 
Kader  was  an  intuitive  General,  the  Emir  surpassed  the  experi- 
enced leaders  of  the  French  in  their  own  profession,  and  came  near 
involving  the  whole  column  in  destruction.  Finding  that  he  could 
not  anticipate  the  French  Light  Infantry,  he  hurried  foi-ward  his 
Arabs,  parsiUel  to  the  French,  in  perfect  silence,  under  the  blind  of 
a  rocky  ridga  Simultaneously,  15th  June,  both  reached  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountain.  The  van  and  main  body  were  permitted  to 
pass  unmolested,  but  the  rear-guard  was  saluted  with  an  unex- 
pected volley  from  an  invisible  enemy.  This  fire  covered  the 
ground  with  dead  and  wounded.  Profiting  by  the  surprise,  the 
Arabs  threw  themselves  upon  the  French,  and  a  hand  to  hand  com- 
bat ensued,  in  which  the  Arabs,  four  times  repulsed,  returned  as 
often  to  the  attack.  Bayonets,  modeled  after  the  yataghan,  were 
crossed  with  the  original  weapon,  swords  with  the  long  and  keen, 
but  rude  and  home-made  dagger  of  the  Arabs,  and  the  discharges  of 
the  rifles  and  muskets  were  answered  by  'pistol-shots,  muzzle  to 
muzzle.  Of  the  800  Zouaves  and  Chasseurs  de  Yincennes,  on 
whom  as  usual  the  brunt  of  the  combat  fell,  120  were  killed,  and 
800  wounded.  Raa8ix)fp  says  32  dead,  290  wounded ;  and  adds 
that  it  required  a  lively  fire  of  Artillery  to  bring  off  the  remains  of 
the  rear-guard.  While  any  soldier  must  admire  the  disciplined 
courage  of  the  French  troops,  he  cannot  refiise  the  highest  meed  of 
admiration  to  Abd-el-Eadeb  and  the  regulars  he  had  formed. 
Again  and  again  the  Emir  led  these  regulars  to  the  charge,  and, 
judging  from  results,  it  would  have  gone  very  hard  with  the  French 
if  the  Arab  chief  had  had  a  competent  artillery,  with  which  to  an- 
swer that  of  the  French  Marshal  Yalee  having  supplied  Medeah, 
ag^  dispatched  Changabnieb  back  to  Milianah  with  5,000  men,  to 
escort  a  convoy  of  provisions.  He  was  again  attacked  by  Abd-ei/- 
Eadeb,  and  only  repulsed  the  Emir  after  another  severe  engage* 
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ment.  It  was  now  the  end  of  June,  and  the  heat  had  become  so 
intense  that  £sffther  operations  were  impossible,  and  on  the  5th  July 
the  army  was  placed  in  summer  quarters,  men  and  animals  pretty 
well  used  up.  The  cavalry  sent  over  from  France  was  so  thorough- 
ly disorganized,  that  of  the  ten  squadrons  there  was  no  longer  any 
trace ;  and  even  the  Chasseurs  d'Afriqne,  mounted  on  Moorish 
barbs,  the  artillery  and  train,  could  only  parade  a  very  few  horses 
which  were  in  serviceable  condition.  Of  the  men,  7,000  died  from 
disease  between  August  and  December — a  mortality  of  about  one- 
eighth,  without  counting  those  who  fell  in  battle,  or  had  already 
succumbed  from  sickness  during  the  thi-ee  previous  months. 

Nevertheless,  the  return  of  the  hot  season  brought  with  it  no 
repose  for  the  troops — ^is  the  remark  of  the  Duke  op  Aumale.  The 
smnmer  and  autumn  passed  in  supplying  the  posts  which  the  French 
had  occupied  in  the  spring,  an  operation  as  difficult  and  as  murder- 
ous as  their  conquest  had  proved.  The  bullets  of  the  foe,  the 
climate,  and  incessant  fatigue,  thinned  the  ranks  of  the  soldiery,  and 
as  a  just  compensation,  carried  off  very  many  of  the  officera 

The  Duke  of  Auuale,  in  his  historical  sketches  of  the  Zouaves 
and  Foot  Chasseurs  or  Riflemen — their  real  title  might  be  trans- 
lated African  Foot  Cavalry — ^Paris,  1855,  says  it  would  be  impos- 
sible, in  a  succinct  narrative,  to  describe  all  the  combats  which  took 
place  during  this  bloody  campaign  on  the  plain  of  the  Metidjah ;  at 
the  Col  (pass)  of  Monzaia;  at  the  foot  of  the  Chenouan ;  in  the  valley 
of  the  Cheliff ;  on  the  Ouamri ;  at  the  Gontas.  £very  day  was 
marked  by  an  engagement,  every  inch  of  ground  was  disputed. 
The  cavalry  of  all  the  tribes  of  the  provinces  of  Algiers  and  of 
Oran,  supported  and  kept  in  hand  by  the  Emir's  ^^Heds" — the 
name  given  by  the  French  soldiers  to  Abd-el-Kader's  regular  cav- 
alry, clad  entirely  in  red  or  scarlet — ^inundated  the  plain ;  every 
passage  of  the  mountain  was  defended  by  the  Emir's  regular  infan- 
try, and  by  thousands  of  Eabyles. 

This  insures  the  fact  that  Keabnt  learned  his  business  in  a  very 
hard  but  thorough  school,  for  the  lightest  of  the  French  trooper's 
duties  in  Africa  is  less  like  a  military  promenade  than  many  deemed 
the  worst  in  European  soldiering.  For  fortitude,  as  well  as  for  gal- 
lantly, he  won  equal  consideration,  and  in  one  of  the  marches  (when, 
under  a  torrid  sun,  water  was  so  scarce  and  thirst  so  burning  that 
the  men  threw  themselves  down  to  lick  up  a  puddle)  Keabio- 
marched  on  foot  to  add  his  example  to  those  afforded  by  his  regular 


BIOQBAPHT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  PHILIP  KEARNY.  107 

comrades.  Moreover,  on  this  occasion,  when  many  had  to  be 
brought  in  on  ambulances  or  vehicles,  he  came  in  among  the  fore- 
most on  foot,  high  in  spirit,  however  exhausted  in  strength.  It  is  a 
great  pity  that  his  journal  of  these  trials  is  lost,  for  this  expedition, 
although  "  illustrated  by  so  many  deeda  of  glory,"  was  attended 
with  no  results  adequate  to  its  harassing  labors,  inasmuch  as  the 
French  colunms  on  their  return  to  the  coast  were  followed  by  the 
Arabs  of  Abd-el  Kader,  who  swept  with  fire  and  sabre  the  plains 
between  the  Atlas  and  the  capital  of  Algiers.    Nevertheless,  it 

m  m 

taught  Kearny  many  a  lesson,  turned  to  account  in  his  after  years ; 
in  his  Mexican  campaigns ;  his  expedition  against  the  Indians  of 
Oregon ;  and  that  year  of  service  against  the  rebels — ^lessons  which 
bore  fruit  in  the  admirable  discipline  and  police  of  his  First  New 
Jei'sey  Brigade,  and  in  the  example  he  set  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  army ;  an  example  imitated  so  honorably  by  Bebrt,  who 
followed  his  type  to  glory  at  ChanoellorsviUe,  and  Birney,  who,  up 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  helped  to  make  the  reputations  of  others,  and 
win  successes  of  which  the  rewards  were  reaped  by  immediate 
superiors. 

Paris,  AprU  20th,  1840. 

Sib  : — ^I  haYe  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  that  I  left  Sanmnr  on  the  25th  of  March, 
rince  which  time  ill  health  has  obliged  me  to  remain  at  thia  place.  In  accordance 
with  ray  letter  to  yon  of  October  16th,  1839,  after  remaining  attached  to  the 
Cavoliy  School  at  Sanmnr  for  six  months,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  I 
Iiave  left  it  to  cany  ont  the  objects  proposed  when  I  came  abroad :  that  is,  to,  by 
personal  examination,  make  m3r8elf  acquainted  with  the  practices  of  caraliy  regir 
ments  in  the  French  and  other  services.  In  that  same  letter  I  mentioned  that  I 
thought  it  would  be  profitable  to  visit  the  regiments  serving  in  Africa,  as  there 
alone  would  I  have  the  opportunity  of  observing  troops  in  active  service  in  the 
field.  This  present  spring's  campaign,  under  the  Dco  d'Orleans  and  Marshal 
Valee,  has  presented  an  occasion  which  I  am  anxious  to  improve.  It  is  true 
that7on  have  not  signified  your  opinion  to  me  since  receiving  my  communication, 
but  as  you  had  laid  out  no  system  of  travels  for  me  in  particular,  when  I  left 
America,  I  presumed  that  had  it  not  met'  with  your  approbation,  you  would 
have  sigmfied  the  same  to  me.  Indirectly  and  unofficially,  however,  I  have  heard 
that  in  respect  to  the  plans  in  my  letter,  yon  made  no  objections ;  though,  indeed, 
so  nnofflcially  has  it  reached  me  tiiat  I  would  not  be  justified  in  an  ordinary  case 
in  considering  it  an  authority,  buu  in  my  peculiar  situation  it  is  a  circumstance  to 
aid  me  in  making  up  my  determination.  Were  the  campaign  a  thing  I  could  see 
some  months  later,  I  would  be  fai  better  satisfied  in  waiting  till  I  heard  from  you 
explicitly,  and  till  my  health,  whidi  has  been  extremely  delicate,  was  in  a  greater 
measure  restored  to  me.  But  that  cannot  be,  as  after  the  middle  of  June  all 
active  operations  cease,  and  do  not  recommence  till  late  in  &I1,  or  the  ensuing 
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year ;  and  that  thiB  is  a  subject  more  worthy  of  mj  attention  than  aught  else,  I 
am  fnllj  persuaded  of  from  what  serrice  I  huve  had  in  the  Dragoons,  and  more 
especially  from  our  C!olonel*s  high  opinion  of  the  ends  to  be  obtained  by  an  exam, 
ination  of  what  a  theatre  of  war  must  constantly  present 

It  is,  sir,  with  extreme  regret  that  I  find  myself  without  written  intructions  for 
myself,  and  directions  to  our  Minister  at  this  Ck>urt,  to  exercise  his  influence  in 
my  behalf,  for  I  am  thus  obliged  to  go  as  a  mere  plicate  officer  traTeling,  instead 
of  on  accredited  agent  of  the  public,  which  throws  in  my  path  obstacles,  where 
there  otherwise  would  be  none.    Might  I  then  ask  for  instructions,  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory,  as  assuring  me  of  your  approval  of  such  plans  as  I  may  have 
laid  down,  or  giving  me  orders^  to  pursue  another  course.    I  should  think  it  most 
advisable  for  me,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer,  after  my  return,  to  be 
present  at  the  Camp  of  Instruction  at  Lundville,  where,  annually,  five  to  six 
thousand  cavalry  are  assembled  ;  and,  also,  to  visit  the  German  and  English  Cav- 
alry.   As  the  system  of  schools  varies  always  essentially  from  the  practices  in 
regiments,  I  have  refrained  from  sending  conmiunications  to  the  Department 
which  might  be  incorrect  in  their  conclusions,  as  applied  to  the  French  Army 
generally,  and  wait  until  I  have  studied  regiments  in  detail.    Still  I  have  seen 
sufficient  to  be  convinced  that  though  the  French  theory  of  tactics  is  the  most  per- 
fect, and  though  (as  they  are  allowed  by  all  nations)  their  manner  of  going 
through  a  campaign  is  the  least  harrassing  and  destructive  of  soldiers,  that  here 
the  study  of  their  army  stops.    For  their  grooming  and  the  state  of  their  horses, 
their  stables,  and  everything  that  refers  to  them,  their  quarters,  and  everything 
pertaining  to  high  discipline  in  garrison  and  military  neatness,  are  everywhere 
here  wretched  in  the  extreme — ^to  a  degree  that  would  not  be  tolerated  nor  dreamt 
of  in  the  most  slovenly  company  of  our  whole  regiment.    These  points  must  b4 
studied  in  England,  where,  peiimps,  they  are  carried  to  an  excess,  and  in  Germany 
where,  both  in  the  Prnssian  and  Austrian  cavalry,  I  believe  it  must  be  perfect. 

Sir,  I  leave  Paris  to-morrow.  Tho  campaign  was  to  have  opened  on  the  20th 
April  (to-day),  and  I  indulge  the  hope  of,  by  rapid  traveling,  not  being  more  than 
A  week  behind  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  consideration. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  P.  KEABNT, 

Firtl  Lieutenant  Hret  Drogwma. 

Ihe  Honorable  J.  B.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Alqibiis,  Tth  Mar,  1840L 
HOH.  GsmiAL  YISCOUITT  DE  SOHRAIOL 

General  :— I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  this  letter  at  the  sanoe  time  that 
I  transmit  to  you  the  letters  of  General  Cass,  Ambassador  of  the  United  States 
near  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  addressed,  the  one  to  yourself,  the  other 
to  General  Visoonnt  de  BuioaNT,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  havje  the  kindnesa  to 
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obtain  for  me  an  authorization  from  Hia  Highness  the  Duke  of  Obleaitb,  or 
from  Marshal  Vales  to  join  the  first  expedition  which  can  take  plnce  daring  the 
time  I  can  remain  in  Algiers. 

I  would  not  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  this  request  if  I  was  not  an  officer 
sent  out  bj  the  Govemment  of  the  United  States,  with  the  object  of  studying  my 
profession  in  Burope  in  order  to  introduce  improvements  into  our  Cavalry. 
With,  this  intention  I  huve  been  attached  for  the  last  seven  months  to  the  Royal 
Cavalry  School  at  Saumur ;  and  I  am  one  of  the  three  officers  admitted  by  the 
Govemment  in  last  October.  At  present  I  have  the  permission  of  my  Grovem- 
ment  to  travel  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  to  observe  the  practicable  working  of 
the  regiments  themselves.  In  doing  so,  I  am  entirely  free  to  dispose  of  my  time 
as  seems  most  advantageous  to  myself.  Still  as  our  ambassador  has  no  positive 
instructions  ^m  our  Govemment  to  prefer  this  request  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment, he  considered  that  the  letters  addressed  to  you  and  to  General  Rumiqnt 
(with  whom  ho  had  the  honor  of  being  acquainted)  would  be  sufficient  to  obtain 
this  authorization,  if  sudi  a  request  was  a  proper  one  to  bo  granted.  A  severe 
sickness  prevented  me'from  arriving  in  Africa  before  the  departure  of  this 
expedition,  but  if  it  should  last  some  time  longer  I  would  be  happy  to  join  it 
immediately.  In  any  event,  I  request  your  intermediation  to  obtain  for  me  an 
authorization  to  join  the  next,  even  if  it  consists  of  only  a  single  regiment 

This  request  is  not  made  with  the  intention  of  annoying  you  by  joining  the 
General's  staff,  which  must  always  be  suffidentiy  numerous,  but  to  attach  myself 
to  some  regiment  of  Cavalry  which  belongs  to  an  Army  Corpa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration, 

Yonr  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 
LieuUnant  Dragoons,  United  States  Army, 


ALflixiis,  Hay  8th,  184a 
TtaB  HoROBABLB  J.  B.  POIKSETT  t 

SiB: — ^I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday,  the  7th  of 
May. 

I  was  unable  to  leave  on  the  2l6t,  as  I  had  expected,  General  Cass  changing  his 
intention  as  to  applying  for  me  for  an  authorization  from  the  French  Minister  of 
War  to  join  the  intended  expedition ;  moreover,  I  was  detained  two  more  days,  till 
the  24th  of  May  [April],  in  waiting  for  the  private  letters  he  had  offered  me  to 
Generals  Schbamm  and  Rumiont,  and  which  were  necessary  as  introduction  to 
their  notice.  Hiis  made  me  too  late  for  the  packet  from  Toulon  of  the  27th,  and 
it  only  leaves  weekly. 

Our  Consul  here,  Mr.  JACBOUS,  has,  since  my  arrival,  exercised  in  my  behalf 
the  influence  he  has ;  but,  as  I  bad  not  an  authorization  from  the  Minister  of  War, 
the  commandant  of  the  place,  Colonel  de  Mabekgo,  did  not  feel  himself  entitied, 
though  anxious  to  serve  me,  to  grant  me  a  pass  to  join  the  army,  but  forwards  by 
to-day's  express,  my  letters  for  me.  As  I  find  that  the  army  left  on  ^e  26th, 
from  Blida,  and  the  communications  are  impracticable  but  for  large  convoys  and 
escorts,  I  have  Uttie  reason  to  be  flattered  with  the  hopes  of  an  answer  being  in 
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time  to  be  of  thGk  sorvice  I  had  hoped.  As  the  letters  General  Cabs  favored  me 
with  to  General  Schramm  and  to  General  Kumig:ny  did  not  enter  at  all  into  the 
details  of  my  having  been  sent  abroad  bj  Government,  and  the  objects  of  mj 
travels,  I  felt  necessitated  to  accompany  them  by  one  from  myself »  applying  to 
General  Schbamm,  who  is  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  Army  of  Africa,  to  obtain  for 
me  from  the  Marshal  Valee  or  the  Due  d'Obleans  (though  he  is  here  only  acting 
as  a  subordinate  General)  an  authorization  to  join  any  expedition  that  might  take 
place  whilst  I  remained  in  Africa — ^in  fine,  a  permission  to  be  at  liberty  to  pass 
wherever  I  might  please  in  Africa.    I  herewith  send  yon  a  copy  of  the  same. 

Successful  or  not  in  this  or  any  other  endeavor  I  may  make  whilst  abroad  to 
obtain  those  ends  for  which  Government,  has  sent  me,  believe  me,  Sir,  as  always 
aqtiuated  by  the  truest  zeal  for  the  service,  and  it  is  in  this  that  I  rest  the  hope,  in 
some  degree,  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  of  knowledge  and  the  want  of  experience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

With  the  highest  sense  of  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant,   - 
(Signed)  P.  KEARNY, 


The  Honorable  J.  R.  PomsBTT, 

Sseretary  of  War^  United  States. 


lAtuLenatU  First  Dragoons, 


Alqisbs,  Joly  Ist,  IMO. 

Sra: — ^I  have  the  honor  to  report  myself  as  just  returned  from  the  late  expedi- 
tion in  the  province  of  Algiers,  Africa,  under  the  orders  of  Marshal  Valee,  and 
at  the  same  time  transmit,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  letter 
—[letter  and  report  both  lost]— detailing  some  observations  made>whilst  with 
the  French  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ..^ 

'  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  P.  KEARNY,  Jb., 

Lieutenant  First  Segimsnt  Dragoons, 
(xeneral  R.  Jones, 

Ao^jtOant  General  United  States  Armif,  Washington,  D.  0. 


CHAPTER   IX. 

mOK  THB  MISSISSIPPI  TO  THE  BQCKT  MOtTNTAIMB. 

THE  SOUTH  PASS.     ' 

**  Well  pleased,  could  we  pursue 
The  Amo,  from  hie  birth-place  in  the  donde. 
So  near  the  yellow  Tiber's— springing  np 
From  his  fonr  fountains  on  the  Apennine, 
That  moontain-ridge,  a  sea-mark  to  the  shipe 
Sailing  on  either  sea."  Boosbs'  "Italt." 

0 

In  the  fall  of  1840,  Lieutenant  Philip  EjiAimT  retnmed  from  his 
European  mission,  having  done  honor  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  selection  of 
him  as  well  as  to  the  American  name.  He  was  almost  immediately 
appointed  aid-de-camp  to  Major-General  ALEXAin>£R  Macomb,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  United  States  Armyi  This  distinguished 
officer  is  best  known  to  the  American  people  for  his  decisive  victory 
at  Plattsburgh,  11th  September,  1814,  when,  with  one  thousand 
fiv^  hundred  Regulars,  aided  by  a  body  of  three  thousand  mihtia 
and  volunteers — ^under  Generals  Moebs,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  Strong — fr^m  New  York  and  Vermont,  he  repulsed  and 
defeated  an  army  of  from  fourteen  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand 
British  veterians,  fresji  from  triumphs  over  the  troops  who  had 
conquered  Europe,  under  the  leading  of  Napoleon  and  his  chosen 
Lieutenants.  Kearnt  retained  this  position  until  the  death  of 
General  Macomb,  which  took  place,  at  the  Headquarters  of  thfe 
Army  and  Capital  of  the  nation,  25th  June,  1841.  From  October 
to  December  of  that  year  he  was  on  duty  at  the  United  States 
Cavalry  Barracks  at  Cai-lisle,  Pennsylvania,  "ftience  he  returned 
to  Washington  as  aid-dejcamp  to  Major-General  Winfield  Scott, 
next  Commandei'-in -Chief  of  the  United  States  Army.  With  him 
Kearny  remained — "  dispensing  elegant  hospitality" — ^from  Decem- 
ber, 1841,  to  April,  1844,  when  he  was  relieved  and  ordered  to 
join  his  company.  On  12th  May,  1844,  he  was  with  his  regiment 
at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  was  enabled  by  his  experience  in  Africa 
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to  prepare  his  immediate  command  for  efficient  service  against  the 
Indians,  and  the  projected  display  of  our  military  strength  upon  the 
plains. 

In  May,  1845,  Colonel  Stephen  Watts  Eearnt,  with  five  com- 
panies-of  his  regiment,  the  Fu*st  United  States  Dragoons,  made  a 
march  to  the  South  Pass  at  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
This  was  the  first  military  expedition  which  struck  out  so  far  from 
the  settlements  into  the  Indian  country.  Its  object  was  to  awe 
the  savages  and  thus  afford  protection  to  the  emigrants  who  were 
cix^ssing  the  plains  in  great  numbei*s  on  their  way  to  settle  in  Ore- 
gon. The  wi'iter  is  indebted  for  some  particulars  of  it  to  Major 
Alexander  .  Sabanao  Maco3db,  brother-in-law  to  Greneral,  then 
Lieutenant,  Philip  Kearny,  whose  tent-mate  he  was  on  this 
occasion. 

The  incidents  of  this  military  promenade  are  the  more  familiar 
to  his  mind,  and  afforded  the  J^tlajor  greater  pleasure,  since  he  found 
himself  once  more  among  old  Mends  and  associates,  having  served 
three  years  with  the  First  Dragoons  before  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Second  Regiment,  and  thence  as  aid-de-camp  to  the  staff  of  his 
father,  Major-General  Macomb.  The  many  agreeable  reminiscences 
connected  with  the  novelty  of  the  trip,  the  jokes  among  comrades 
on  the  march  and  by  the  camp-fire,  would  naturally  make  all  who 
survive  look  back  with  pleasure  to  the  period  when  they  were  still 
young  and  fresh  enough  to  enjoy  an  excursion  which  was  accom- 
panied with  just  enough  danger  to  season  it. 

The  staff  of  this  expeditionary  column  consisted  of: 

Lieutenant  Henrt  S.  Turner,  Adjutant  and  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Third  Military  Department  on  the  expedi- 
tion through  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  at  the  headquarters  in  St 
Louis,  Missouri,  1845 ;  Captain  First  Dragoons,  April  2d,  1846 ;  in 
the  war  with  Mexico,  1846-47,  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  of  the  West,  participating  in  the  combat  of  San 
Pascual,  Caliibrnia,  6th  December,  1846,  where  he  was  wounded  by 
^a  lance;  Skirmish,  of  San  Bernardo,  California,  7th  December, 
1846 ;  Passage  of  the  San  Gabriel  River,  California,  8th  Januaiy, 
1847 ;  and  Skirmish  on  the  Plains  of  Mesa,  9th  January,  1847. 
He  resigned,  21st  July,  1848.  This  gentleman  is  (1868)  President 
of  the  Union  National  Bank  of  St  Louis,  Missouri,  and  the  author 
has  to  thank  him  for  much  interestlog  information. 

He  was  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  on  the  Staff  of  Brig& 
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dier-Oeneral  Atkinson  at  the  same  time  that  Philip  Keabnt  was 
attached  to  the  same  military  family  as  Aid,  in  1839. 

Lieutenant  James  Henby  Cableton,  Qtiartermaster,  afterwards 
Brigadier-GeneraL 

Lieutenant  William  Benjamin  Frankun,  Topographical  En- 
gineer. This  very  able,  scientific  man,  afterwards  rose  to  the  rank 
of  Major-General  of  Volunteers,  and  commanded,  first  a  Corps,  and 
then  a  Grand  Division  in  the  Army,  of  the  Potomac,  afterwards  the 
Expedition  to  the  Sabine  Pass.        ♦        «;e        :;;        4s        ::: 

His  division  comprised  the  famous  New  Jersey  Brigade,  made  and 
commanded,  from  14th  August,  1861,  to  2d  May,  1862,  by  General 
Keabny. 

G.  J.  De  Camp,  Surgeon,  since  dead.     .. 

The  five  companies  of  Dragoons  were  commanded  respectively 

bv: 

Captain  PmLiP  St.  Geobgb  Cooke,  now  Brigadier  General  and 
Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  Army;  author  in  1862,  of  a  new 
book  of  Cavalry  Tactics. 

Captain  Benjamin  D.  Moore,  killed  6th  December,  1846,  in  a 
chai'ge  upon  the  Mexican  Lancers  at  the  battle  of  San  PascuaL 
«  «  «  «  «  «  « 

Lieutenant  William  Eusns,  afterwards,  1845,  Captain  of  Ist 
Dragoons,  resigned  1849.  He  was  the  son  of  Brevet  Brigadier 
General  Abram  Eustis,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812-!15,  who 
died  Colonel  of  1st  TJ.  S.  Artillery,  at  Portland,  Maine,  1848.  He' 
was  a  very  fine  officer,  and  Hookeb  says  he  owed  a  great  deal  to 
his  training.  Captain  Eustis  is  still  living,  a  prominent  civil 
■  engineer  at  Natchez,  Mississippi,  and  has  shown  great  kindness  in 
assisting  the  writer  in  the  preparation  of  chapter  on  the  Ball  at 
Saumur. 

Ist  Lieutenant  Philip  Kearny.  Kearny,  Eustis  and  Turner 
while  in  Prance,  and  at  the  cavalry  school  of  Saumur,  translated 
the  French  Cavali^  Tactics,  which  in  1841  was  adopted  for  the  TJ. 
S.  Dragoons,  and  published  by  order  of  J.  R.  Poinsett,  Secretary 

of  War.  . 

Lieutenant  Puilip  Kearny*s  command  was  a  fine  company,  under 
good  discipline,  and  evinced  in  every  respect  the  influence  of  its 
commander,  who  always  had  the  power  of  infusing  a  high  military 
spirit  into  his  men. 
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This  command,  1st  U.  S.  Dragoons,  took  up  its  line  of  March 
from  Fort  Leavenworth  abont  the  middle  of  May,  as  soon  as  the 
grass  was  sufficiently  grown  to  attori  good  grazing  for  the  animals. 
Fifty  head  of  sheep  and  twenty-fiye  head  of  oxen  were  driven  with 
the  column  under  charge  of  the  commissary,  by  order  of  Colonel 
Eeabnt,  '^  always  a  provident  officer,  so  that  tbe  officers  and  men 
were  furnished  with  fresh  beef  and  mutton,  every  now  and  then,  un- 
til they  got  into  the  buffiulo  country/'  It  is  more  than  likely,  how- 
ever, that  this  foresight  was  due  to  the  lessons  learned  by  lieuten- 
ant Efi  ARKT  in  his  Algerian  campaign,  for,  according  to  Lieutenant 
LAMPiNO,(01denburgh  Service,  author  of  the  ^^  French  in  Algiers," 
who  served  as  a  private  for  some  time  in  the  Foreign  Legion,  and 
participated  in  a  great  number  of  severe  expeditions,) '^besides 
what  rations  waie  loaded  on  mules,  each  soldier  carried  nine  days' 
provisions,  consisting  of  ship  biscuit,  rice,  coffee^  and  sugar.  Bread 
and  wine  are  not  given  on  a  campaign,  owing  to  the  very  limited 
means  of  transport,  for  it  would  be  impossible  to  use  wagons  and 
the  number  c^  mules  and  donkeys  required  to  carry  the  provisions, 
for  a  march  of  five  weeks  is  great  enoi^h  as  it  is.  Cattle  are  driv- 
en, and  during  an  expedition  each  soldier  is  allowed  double  rations 
^-that,  is  one  pound  of  meat  daOy." 

The  tactics  adopted  by  the  French  generals  in  Africa  afford  capi- 
tal lessons  for  the  warfiire  on  our  plains,  nor  are  the  habits  and 
usages  of  the  semi-barbarous  tribes  of  Africa,  or  those  of  the 
Turcos,  which  won  such  a  name  in.  the  8olferinoeampaign-*«  corps 
organized  by  the  French*— very  unlike  the  American  savages,  even 
in  the  treatment  of  the  dead.  Both  as  a  rule  torture  the  living 
captive,  and  the  Kabyle  carries  off,  as  a  pendant  at  his  saddle  bow, 
the  whole  head  of  a  fallen  enemy ;  whereas  the  Indiau,  strips  off  the 
scalps  to  ornament  his  person  or  accoutrements.  The  Indian  is  the 
most  sensible,  for  the  scalp  is  easily  preserved,  and  more  merci&l,  as 
far  as  life  is  concerned,  for,  if  rescued  in  time,  a  scalped  man 
may  survive;  a  man  with  his  head  wholly  or  even  half  severed  off, 
certainly  not.  Moreover  a  dead-head  is  a  ghastly  object  at  best, 
and  soon  becomes  unpleasant  unless  salted  or  smoked,  as  practiced 
by  the  Dyaks  of  Borneo,  who  set  as  great  a  value  on  the  heads  of 
their  enemies  as  the  ]S[abyle,  and  take  as  much  pains  to  secure  them 
and  more  to  preserve  them  longer  as  cherished  ornaments  of  their 
homes. 

<^  The  bivouac  of  a  French  column  in  Africa  usually  f<»nns  a  perfect 
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Bqnare,  mo£fied,  of  course,  by  the  ground ;  the  infantry,  who  are 
outside,  lie  in  doable  file  behind  their  piled  arms.  Each  battalion 
sends  out  one  eompanj  as  an  adTanoe  post,  and  another  company 
remains  within  the  lines  as  a  picket  The  baggage,  artillery,  and 
cavahy  are  placed  in  the  middle.  The  cavalry  do  not  furnish  any  * 
outposts  as  horsemeti,  espe<nally  in  broken  ground,  as  they  are  too 
much  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Bedouins  and  Kabyles,  who  steal  sin- 
gly towards  us.  The  infiintry,  on  the  eontniry,  can  more  easily  hide 
themselves,  and  by  laying  their  fiioes  close  to  the  ground  can  hear 
the  slightest  sound.  This  is  essential,  as  the  Bedouins  and  Kabyles, 
upon  all  fours,  1^  wild  b^astSr  fall  upon  sin^e  outposts,  or  shoot 
them  firom  a  distamce  when  they  can  see  them ;  fi>r  which  reason 
the  outposts  change  their  ground  after  dark,  to  deceive  the  enemy. 
They  generally  dra#  bade  a  little,  leaving  their  watch  fires  burning, 
which  enables  them  to  see  whatever  passes  between  them  and  the 
fire." 

The  line  of  march  followed  was  that  which  is  called  the  '^Oregon 
Trace,"  along  the  North  Fork  of  the  Platte  River.  At  Fort  Lara- 
mie, what  live  stock  remained  were  left  to  fiitten,  as  bison  were 
now  at  hand  At  this  Fort  commences  tlie  ascent  of  the  mountains ; 
it  is  very  gradual,  and  quite  practicable  for  wagons.  Along  the 
valley  of  the  Sweet  River,  fiit  buffaloes  were  met  in  abundance. 
About  the  1st  July,  the  command  reached  the  summit  of  the  South 
Pass,  and  the  troops  were  mustered  at  the  head  waters  of  the  rivers 
which  flow  thence  into  the  Paoifia  The  return  march  was  by  the 
same  route  as  &r  as  Laramie ;  thence  along  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tains to  Bent's  Fort,  under  Pike's  Peak,  a  ccmsiderable  trading  post 
near  New  Mexico,  and  thence  again  along  the  Sante  F^  Trace,  to 
Fort  Leayenworth.  The  troops  arrived  in  splendid  condition,  hay. 
ing  accomplished  a  distance  of  about  two  thousand  three  hundred 
miles  in  ninety-nine  days,  without  the  loss  of  a  man  by  accident  or 
sickness,  and  with  the  expenditure  of  but  a  few  horses. 

General  Stephent  Watts  Kbarkt  held  a  council  with  a  large  de- 
legation of  Sioux  warriors  at  Fort  Laramie,  and  this  display  of 
troops,  at  this  date,  so  fiir  out  firom  the  setdements,  had  the  desired 
effect;^  and  for  some  tame  to  cobm  the  emigrants  were  not  molested 
by  the  Indians. 

The  following  notices  of  prominent  objects  encountered  along 
this  march  westwards,  although  not  compiled  from  the  correq>on- 
denoe  ol  KsAmnr  or  officers  attadied  to  the  expedition  of  1845, 
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are,  nevertheless,  pertinent.  The  reader  will  find  them  graphio 
and  interesting  from  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  things  seen  are 
presented  and  commented  on.  They  are  from  the  pen  of  a  common 
friend — an  officer  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  Mexican  war 
— ^who  traversed,  a  few  years  afterwards,  the  same  route  fol- 
lowed by  the  expeditionary  column,  while  things  remained  in  about 
the  same  condition,  and  long  before  those  great  changes  occurred 
which  made  such  a  stride  in  advance,  in  ten  years,  as  would  have 
cost  half  a  centmy  for  their  accomplishment  in  the  Old  World. 

About  one  hundred  miles  west  of  Fort  Leavenworth,  that  fertile 
soil,  which  attracted  into  Kansas  such  vast  numbers  of  immigrants 
with  its  prolific  yield,  changes  its  character  and  becomes  less  and 

less  prolific 

FOBT  Leavbhwobth.         ^ 

^'  The  land  is  pretty  nearly  occupied  at  last — tha(  is,  the  good  land ;  for,  from 
aboo^  a  hundred  miles  westward  of  this  point  to  the  Kooky  Mountains — a  distance 
of  some  five  or  six  hundred  mOes — ^the  soil  is  said  to  be  very  poor  anl  not  worth 
occupying.  There  is  probably  more  waste  arable  land  in  the  Continent  of  Asia 
now  than  there  is  in  North  America. 

*'The  prairie  is  a  heaving,  swelling  ocean  of  grass,  mingling  mistily  with  the 
sky,  like  the  unbounded  sea.  In  the  ravines—or  rather  troughs  of  this  sea — are 
occasional  streams,  or  perhaps  series  of  water-holes,  bordered  with  a  thin  skirt  of 
trees.  All  else  is  grass.  A  strange  absence  of  animated  life  is  observed.  A  soli- 
tary wolf  now  and  then ;  one  antelope ;  a  few  doves  and  larks ;  two  or  three  crows . 
a  few  other  birds,  one  toad,  one  lizard,  and  some  cat-fish;  are  almost  Hie  only  living 
things,  except  grasshoppers  and  flies,  that  we  have  seen  in  the  entire  distance  tra- 
versed. Kot  until  two  or  three  days  since  did  we  begin  to  see  even  the  wreck  of  a 
buffalo,  their  bleaching,  decaying  skulls  and  ionea  then  beginning  to  appear  scat- 
tered here  and  there  upon  this  their  vast  and  ancient  pasture  ground.  Their  car- 
casses, as  we  advanced,  became  more  numerous,  until  at  length,  yesterday,  we  saw 
pieces  of  their  furry  skins,  recently  torn  off,  scattered  about  the  deserted  lodges  of 
the  Pawnees." 

[Some  eighty  miles  east  of  Fort  Kearny,  about  midway  between 
that  post  and  Fort  Leavenworth,  upon  the  left  or  north  bank  of  the 
"  Little  Blue,"  a  branch  of  the  Republican  River.] 

"  After  a  soaking  day's  march,  the  rain-douds  of  the  day  are  retiring  in  the  dis- 
tance, with  low-muttered  thunder ;  the  lightning  flashes  out,  as  of  a  summer's 
eive,  at  various  points  of  the  horizon ;  and  small  masses  of  clouds  move  slowly  over 
the  twilight  sky  of  the  west,  as  if  surveying  the  field  of  battle  of  the  day.  The 
air  is  mild  and  warm,  and  the  cricket  is  filling  the  stillness  of  the  night  with  its 
pleasant  song. 

"  Not  the  least  pleasant  part  of  the  march,  to  my  ear,  is  the  harvest  hymn  of  the 
insects,  wlridi  nise  a  constant  strain  of  thanksgiving— a  joyous  fritinancy  of  song— 
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for  tho  ripe  weed-seeds  that  grow  along  the  road,  for  the  rood  is  bordered  with 
weeds.  As  if  in  fulfilment  of  the  corse  pronounced  upon  man,  they  spring  up,  not 
only  where  he  tills  the  land,  but  even  where  his  wagon-wheels  have  plowed. 

**  The  colnnm  as  seen  in  the  distance,  moving  across  the  prairie,  presents  the 
appearance  of  a  small  blackish  head,  (for  the  regiment  looks  small  in  sUch  un- 
bounded space,)  followed  bj  a. very  long  whitish  tail.  This  toil  is  the  ba^age- 
train,  for  the  wagons,  drawa  by  six  mules  each,  are  roofed  with  white  cotton  covers. 

^'The  Platte  lUver,  upon  the  right  bank  of  which  we  are  encamped,  is  by  far 
the  greatest  curiosity  that  we  have  seen.  It  seems  to  be  nearly  a  mile  wide,  and 
jet  it  is  so  shallow  that  one  may  wade  across  it  Its  current  is  all  filled  mth  sand- 
flats  and  little  islets.  It  is  but  very  little  below  the  general  level  of  the  country. 
Right  along  the  edge  of  the  stream  is  a  little  ridge  of  sand,  and  then  several  miles 
back  is  a  larger  ridge.  Tho  land  between  these  ridges  is  very  level  and  is  all  sand, 
except  a  little  covering  of  black  vegetable  mould.  The  horses  lick  this  soil  in  a 
way  that  shows  that  there  is  something  saline  in  it ;  and  it  is  here,  perhaps,  that 
tho  buffalo  finds  salt,  or  its  substitute.  It  is  said  that  if  holes  be  dug  in  this  soil 
for  water,  the  water  is  cool  and  pleosanter  to  the  taste  than  the  river  water,  but 
that  it  is  certain  death  to  drink  it.  The  country  is  very  level,  and  tho  Great  Pacific 
Railroad,  if  ever  built,  may  run  along  the  Platte,  from  -its  mouth,  above  Fort 
Leavenworth,  to  where  it  takes  its  tise  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  There  is  not  so 
much  timber,  however,  but  that  even  ties,  as  well  as  rails,  would  have  to  be  brought 
from  a  distance. 

'*  Our  road  still  leads  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Platte,  which  still  remains  as 
great  a  curiosity  as  ever.  Imagine  an  immense  ditch  dug  through  the  rolling, 
undulating  prairie  from  west  to  east— from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Missouri 
River — some  several  miles  in  width,  and  two  or  three  hundred  feet  in  depth,  and 
you  can  form  some  idea  of  the  valley  through  which  the  Platte  runs.  The  river 
itself  is  in  the  middle  of  this  valley,  and  consists  of  a  mile  or  more  in  Avidth  of 
shallow  threads  of  water  running  among  sand  flats  and  small  islands.  The  banks 
of  the  river  are  but  a  little  above  the  water,  while  those  of  the  valley  are  deeply 
seamed  and  gullied,  and  look  like  chains  of  rugged  mountains.  On  the  precipitous 
slopes  of  some  of  the  deep  gullies  there  are  clumps  of  cedar,  reminding  one  of  tho 
belts  of  fir  trees  that  are  lifted  up  into  the  cold,  thin  lur  by  the  loftiest  mountains. 
Nowhere  else  is  this  oedar  seen  here.  The  smooth,  wide,  and  nearly  level  bottom 
TaUey  is  verdant  with  rich  pasture,  and  along  the  course  of  the  river,  on  either  side,' 
numerous  herds  of  buffalo  are  seen  grazing. 

"  ^t  one  of  our  encampn^ents  a  buffalo  was  noticed  wading  across  the  river 
towards  us,  and  some  of  the  men  couched  in  the  grass  to  lie  in  wait  for  him.  On 
he  came,  boldly  and  determinedly,  though  occasionally  stopping  to  look  at  our 
camp.  Numerous  mules  and  horses  were  feeding  peacefully  there,  and  this  seemed 
to  reassure  him.  Presently,  reaching  the  shore  and  mounting  the  bank,  he  stop- 
ped a  while  in  half  surprise  to  gaze  upon  the  novelty  of  the  scene  before  him. 
There  he  stood,  with  his  shaggy  front  lifted  up  high^  in  a  boldness  of  relief  and 
an  untamed  spiritedness  of  attitude  that  gave  him,  I  assure  you,  a  most  magnificent 
appearance.  Pang  I  went  a  rifle :  and  the  noble  brute  but  barely  blinked.  Whang  I . 
went  another ;  and  now  he  storts  on  tho  run  for  the  inland  priarie.  But  whang  I 
whang  1 1  whang  1 1 !  go  the  fire-arms — ^pistols,  musketoons,  and  rifles  of  all  sorts. 
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Pierced  with  nnmeroiu  balls,  the  amaced  animal  stops  i^ain  to  gaze ;  and  so  do 
his  pursuers  stop,  half-frightened  at  the  blood  and  fieroeness  of  his  look.  Again 
he  starts  to  mn,  and  again  hisporsoers  renew  their  fire,  vntilat  length,  eichansted 
by  his  efforts  to  escape,  and  from  the  loss  of  blood  from  his  many  wonnds,he  faUs, 
tumbles  down  upon  the  plain,  and  out  the  bntdier  sallies  with  steel  and  knife  to  cut 
him  up." 

[Camp  near  Court  House  Rock,  two  hundred  and  forty  miles 
west  of  Fort  Kearny,  on  the  North  Platte.] 

*<  Court  House  Bock  is  a  castMike  mass  of  limestone,  which  prohablj  reoeiTed 
its  name  from  those  with  whom  a  court-house  was  considered  as  the  grandest  of 
all  edifices.  Kear  by  it  are  two  other  masses,  which  from  this  point  look  like  pyra- 
mids.. There  is  a  solidity,  repose,  durability,  and  a  gradual  ascending  of  the 
thoughts  towards  heaven  in  the  pyramid,  that  doubtless  gave  that  monument  a 
great  retroactive  effect  upon  the  character  and  manners  of  the  Bgyptians.  How 
serene  is  the  expression  of  the  face  of  all  their  ancient  statues ! 

^.*  Clumney  Rock,'  a  Uttle  to  the  west  of  the  preceding  freak  of  nature,  ongfit 
to  be  called  '  Monumental  Rock,'  for  it  is  perfectly  like  a  monument  The  valley 
of  the  river  opened  out  there,  and  this  monument,  as  it  stands  on  the  slope  of  the 
right  bank  of  the  valley,  overlooks  an  immense  level  region  of  oonntiy,  and  can 
be  seen  from  a  great  distance.  As  we  struck  our  camp  and  marched  by  it  early  in 
the  morning,  we  entered,  among  numerous  other  resemblances  to  works  of  art» 
such  as  temples,  palaces,  pyramids,  domes,  towers,  turrets,  and  buttresses ;  and 
finally,  after  a  march  of  some  twenty  miles,  an  immense  wall,  not  unlUie  a  city's 
wall,  extended  across  the  way,  rising  to  the  height  of  five  hundred  to  one  thousand 
feet  above  the  river,  and  through  which  there  is  a  lofty  gate-way.*  Through  this 
gate- way  we  passed,  while  a  hawk  was  hovering  arocmd  its  summit,  as  if  around  a 
mountain's  crag.  So  Ukethe  ruins  of  a  Babylon  or  a  Kamac,  or  some  such  ci^,  was 
the  entire  scene  of  this  day's  march,  that  when,  at  an  early  hour,  the  cry  of  the 
woli^  like  that  of  the  jackall,  resounded  through  the  stillness,  the  illusion  was 
almost  perfect.  And  then  the  reflection  arose — ^wfaere's  the  difference  between 
this,  nature's  mockery  of  art,  and  art  itself,  since,  some  once-mighty  Thebes,  where 
myriads  of  human  beings  have  swarmed,  and  where  human  art  has  mn  its  course, 
what  now  remains  but  exactly  such  shapes  as  these?  Hie  primeval  stillnees  that 
rests  upon  the  one  could  hardly  be  distingiusbed  from  the  paU  of  oblivion  that  baa 
settled  over  the  other. 

^  From  the  gateway  on,  our  route  has  not  presented  much  of  interest ;  being 
almost  void  of  animal  life,  and  scorched  with  drouth. 

^^  We  have,  passed  through  the  lofty  gateway  of  Scott's  Bluffs,  and  encamped 
among  the  mock  ruins.  These  when  the  morning  dawned,  shewed  to  a  beautiful 
effect,  dome,  pyramid,  turret,  tower,  monument  and  battlement,  rising  in  calm  re- 
pose amidst  the  grey  light.  And  when  two  Indians  came  riding  over  the  scene, 
like  any  two  Arabs  over  the  ruins  of  a  Kamac  or  a  Nineveh,  the  illusion  for  a 
moment  was  complete.    There  was  a  charm  in  this  apparent  playful  effort  of  in- 

*  This  is  almost  tbesame/iMtM  no^urci  as  the  **Iron  Gates*  of  the  Atlas,  onlj  this  is 
single  and  those  are  quadruple. 
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teUigenoe  on  the  p«rt  of  nature  that  wai  quite  capdvating.  Here,  before  the  hn- 
nuui  race  waa  created — before  man  wai  bom — ^Nature  had  mimicked  beforehand 
his  prondett  seats  of  empire^  From  the  lofty  walls  in  the  west  to  the  monument 
in  the  east  (which  needed  only  the  figure  of  a  man  upon  it  with  folded  arms,  in  a 
pensive  mood,  to  be  complete),  the  distance  was  more  than  twenty  miles ;  giving 
a  grand  idea  of  the  vastness  of  this  irony  of  nature  at  the  grandeur  of  man.  It 
is  in  a  wilderness  which  will  probably  never  become  much  peopled,  and  the 
sandy,  shallow  Platte  flows  away  in  mock  oommerdal  importance  in  the  distance. 
Our  good  mother,  Nature,  seems  to  be  in  a  veiy  kindly,  amiable  mood,  when  she 
can  be  thus  so  seriously  facetious  at  our  expense. 

^  If  you  have  been  in  Canada  again  this  summer,  you  may  probably  have  fallen 
in  with  some  Sioux  Indians ;  for,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  they  used  to  reside  about 
the  great  lakes,  and  have  gradually  retired  from  these  before  the  advance  of  the 
white  man.  Hiey  extend  now  along  the  Platte  far  up  into  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
A  party  of  these  which  met  us  as  we  were  coming  away  f om  TArMnift,  fur- 
Dished  the  column  oonsideiable  amusement  It  consisted  of  an  Indian  and  his 
wife  and  two  small  children.  The  man  was  mounted  on  a  horse,  with  a  boy  astride 
behind  him.  He  wore  a  soldier's  cap  with  a  feather  stuck  In  it,  and  by  his  side 
hung  a  large  dragoon's  sabre.  He  looked  pretly  fierce  and  warlike,  but  behind 
him  was  another  horse  which  he  led  by  a  lariat.  Two  lodge-poles  were  attached 
to  both  sides  of  this  horse,  at  one  end,  while  at  the  other  they  trailed  upon  the 
groundi  and  upon  a  staging,  fixed  upon  these  poles,  rode  his  wife  and  a  small 
girl.  It  was  as  odd  a  compromise  between  savage  and  civilized  life  as  ever  was 
seen.  The  addition  of  an  axle-tree  and  two  wheels  to  the  poles  would  have  been 
aa  effort  at  civilization  absolutely  beyond  the  Indian's  capacity;  yet  he  seemed  to 
be,  naturally,  as  much  of  a  man  in  every  respect  as  we  are.    *    * 

**  We  have  passed  several  large  collections  of  lodges,  and  there  is  now  one  just 
above  me,  and  another  below  $  for  the  Indians  still  come  here,  as  has  been  their 
wont,  to  intercept  the  buffalo  when  they  come  down  from  the  prairie  to  drink  in 
the  Platte  and  roll  their  huge  carcasses  in  the  sand  and  mud.  •  •  •  But 
their  white  conical  lodges,  the  original  of  Sibley's  tent,  seen  amidst  the  green 
margin  of  the  Platte,  look  pretty.  Near  them,  always,  are  tripods,  formed  of 
three  poles  tied  together  at  the  tops,  from  which  are  suspended  quivers  and  a 
white  shield.  In  time  of  war,  however,  the  shield  is  red.  It  is  a  tasty,  picturesque 
sight,  and  I  suspect  that  it  originated  with  the  Canadian  JEVench,who,  from  mari- 
tal alliances  with  the  Sioux,  seem  to  follow  them  westward  into  the  mountains. 

'^  This  Point  (Fort  Laramie)  appears  to  be  the  center  of  the  bnfEalo-robe  trade—- 
not  that  the  buffislo  are  numerous  here,  but  that  Hie  trade  naturally  finds  this  aa 
one  of  its  centers. 

'^  I  am  told  that  the  robes  are  prepared  by  the  Indian  women,  and  that  a  great 
deal  of  patient  labor  is  bestowed  upon  them.  To  tan  the  robe  they  put  upon  the 
hairless  side  a  preparation  made  of  the  brains,  liver,  and  marrow  of  the  animal ; 
and  the  skin  is  made  supple  by  being  drawn  repeatedly  athwart  a  rope. 

*'  Already  these  robes  have  become  comfortable,  for,  though  the  days  are  very 
warm,  the  nights  are  cold.  We  are  at  an  elevation  of  four  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  above  tiie  level  of  the  sea^-an  elevation  at  this  latitude  which  ou^t 
to  render  it  pretly  cool  the  year  round. 
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**  Fort  Laramie,  for  an  outpost,  is  a  prettj  place.  It  ia  sitiiated  in  a  large  basin 
through  'which  a  clear  laige  stream,  called  Laramie  Forks,  flows,  skirted  with  cot- 
tODr-wood  trees.  A  bridge  across  this  stream  ;  the  white  edifices  of  the  post ;  the 
nnmerous  men  and  animals  of  the  military  ooips  now  assembled  here ;  the  blue 
peaks  of  mountains  seen  in  the  west— all  these  form  a  scene  which,  come  upon  in 
so  wild  and  desert  a  region,  looks  odd,  interesting,  and  beantif  ul. 

<*The  westernmost  of  the  Rocky  Monntains, '  TAramie  Peak,'  will  soon  be  peer- 
ing at  ns  over  the  intervening  hills." 

[Camp  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  west  of  Fort  Laramio.1 

'*  At  length  we  have  left  the  Platte,  which  we  had  followed  so  long,  and  stnzck 
across  to  one  of  its  tributaries,  which  we  are  still  on,  and  which  is  called  the  Sweet 
Waiter.  It  is  a  fine,  hoge  mountain  brook,  clean,  sweet,  musical  in  its  bubble,  and 
stocked  with  fish ;  but  not  a  tree  or  shrub  is  seen  along  its  course.  Its  course  is 
from  the  S.W.,  and  it  is  one  of  the  remotest  tnbutaries  of  the  Mississippi.  We 
shall  still  fellow  it  sereral  days  up  the  South  Pass,  where  its  head  source  is  not 
far  from  that  of  other  brooks  which  flow  westward  into  the  Pacifia 

*^  A  &w  hours  before  arriving  upon  the  banks  of  this  stream,  we  passed  through 
a  region  where  potash  occurred  in  the  greatest  abundance.  There  were  several 
ponds  lying  along  our  route  that  had  become  dried  up,  and  the  potash  that  was 
left  in  them  looked  like  that  which  is  seen  in  the  potash  kettle  after  the  lye  has 
been  evaporated.  It  lay  in  laige  clots,  so  that  hundreds  of  tons  might  have  been 
shoveled  up. 

**  We  are  at  length  among  the  Rocky  Monntains  indeed,  and  if  you  were  to  see 
them  you  would  admit  that  they  merited  their  name.  Such  nude,  bold  masses  of 
granite  I  have  never  before  seen.  They  rise  as  abruptly  from  the  sandy  soil  around 
them  OS  if  from  the  waters  of  the  sea — ^no  debris  lie  scattered  down  their  sides, 
only  a  few  stunted  cedar  or  pine  dot  them  here  and  there,  and  small  patches  of 
grass  among  the  rifts  invite  the  mountain  sheep— cdl  else  is  cold,  bare,  massive 
granite.  But  what  is  remarkable,  such  only  is  the  case  with  these  mountains, 
that  for  the  last  four  days  have  appeared  on  our  right — ^those  on  our  left  have 
been  covered  with  soil,  and  seemed  black  with  fir  forests  from  their  crests  half 
way  down  their  flanks — ^the  rest  of  their  height  being  brown  with  grass. 

**  To-day  we  have  been  In  sight,  almost  all  the  time,  of  Fremont's  Peak.  It  is 
a  range  of  mountains,  rather  than  a  peak,  and  is  covered  with  snow ;  a  garland  of 
beautiful  cumulus  clouds  has  hung  round  its  brow  all  day." 

[Camp  at  ^'Bed  Buttes,*'  about  fifty  miles  N.  W.  of  Laramie 
Peak.] 

''The  Sweet-Water  is  rather  an  interesting  stream.  For  some  thirty  or  f<Nrty 
miles  of  its  course  it  runs  along  the  base  of  a  chain  of  granitic  hills.  At  last  it 
rxms  through  them  in  a  chasm  about  one  hundred  feet  wide  and  two  or  three 
hundred  in  depth.  It  looks,  at  first  view,  as  if  that  gentle,  pellucid  stream  had 
worn  a  passage  through  the  hard  granite — ^that  after  dallying  along  their  base  for 
a  while,  as  might  a  young  girl  with  an  old  bald  pated  man,  it  finally  bolted  right 
through  them,  and  went  laughing  away  in  freedom  into  the  open  country  beyond} 
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bnt  on  a  closer  examination  I  was  confirmed  in  a  previons  opinion,  Uiat  the  chan- 
nels of  livers  are  formed /(^r  them  oftener  than  thej  ai-e  by  them.  This  stroDgo 
passage  through  the  rock  is  called  *  Ihe  DevU's  Gate.' " 

[Summit  of  "  South  Paas,"  East  slope.] 

^  I  write  yon  from  the  banks  of  a  hyaline  stream  skirted  with  golden  willows. 
The  pnre  crystalline  Sweet-Water  runs  away  in  romping  glee  towards  the  distant 
Golf  of  Mexico.        «  •  •  •  •  The  Wind 

Biver  Mountains,  from  whose  flan&s  it  poors,  are  looking  down  npon  us  seriously 
from  the  northwest.  There  is  something  sublime  in  being  at  a  point  among 
mountains,  so  far  Inland,  from  near  which  go  forth  to  such  widely  distant  months, 
three  such  large  rivers  as  the  Ck>lnmbia,  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Colorado.  It  is 
like  being  in  the  immediate  scene  where  Nature  is  carrying  on  one  of  her  grand- 
est operations. 

^  We  left  the  Pacific  Springs  at  sunrise  this  morning,  and  by  ten  o'clock  we 
were  drinking  your  health  in  a  cup  of  water  from  this  fine  stream.  From  Green 
Kiver  to  this  point  the  country  seems  like  one  huge  swell,  as  of  the  sea,  the  as- 
cent and  descent  being  very  gradual  and  forming  on  easy  roadway.  The  road  for 
a  part  of  the  distance  to-day  was  strewn  with  cornelians ;  but  the  country  is  the 
same  dreary  desert  as  ever.  Does  it  not  seem  strange  that  such  large  rivers  should 
head  on  a  region  so  dry  and  barren. 

**The  country,  otherwise.  Is  uninteresting ;  it  is  a  lifeless  waste,  glaring  in  bar- 
renness and  aridity  to  an  unpitying  flcy.  The  stunted  sage  bushes  look  like  the 
Btray  polls  of  beard  on  a  witdi's  chin,  making  the  barrenness  look  doubly  banen." 

LFord  on  Green  River,  110,  West  Longitude.] 

''We  encamped  for  two  nights  upon  the  Sweet  Water,  finding  considerable 
grazing  for  our  lean  and  hungry  imimsiB ;  bnt  finally,  at  about  ten  o'clock  A.  M., 
on  the  25th,  we  crossed  the  dividing  line  to  the  Pacific  Spring,  which  flows  away 
in  a  small,  clear  thread  of  water  to  find  its  way  at  last  into  the  distant  Gulf  of 
California.  As  we  looked  back  there  was  a  ridge  of  high  land  which  separated  os 
irom  our  eastern  homes."  ' 

^  The  height  above  the  sea  at  that  point  of  the  ridge  over  which  the  road  leads  is 
about  7,500  feet,  considerably  over  a  mile,  and  yet  so  gradually  had  we  attained 
this  elevation  that  we  never  should  have  suspected ;  and,  indeed,  we  should  never 
have  known  that  we  were  among  mountains  at  all,  were  it  not  for  the  snowy  sum- 
mits of  the  Wind  Biver  Bange,  which  rose  immediately  on  onr  right;  for  the 
abrupt  rocky  heights,  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  y^  had  left  behind  and 
out  of  sight. 

''And  thus  we  came  through  what  is  called  the  South  Pass.  After  a  long, 
gradual  ascent,  we  then  commenced  the  descent,  which  is  a  little  more  rapid  than 
the  ascent,  bnt  still  pretty  graduaL  And  onr  road  has  been  descending  most  of 
the  way  since,  a  distance  of  some  sixty  (60)  miles,  but  through  such  barrenness 
and  desolation  as  you  could  hardly  oonpeive.  The  land  is  but  a  waste  of  sand,  sparsely 
dotted  with  wild  sage  and  grease  wood,  both  small  shrubs.  Hardly  a  tree  is  any. 
where  to  be  seen,  and  only  once  in  a  mile  or  two  along  the  road." 
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[Sommit  of  tiie  ^  Soath  PasSy"  West  Slope,  one  thousand  milefl 
from  Fort  Leavenworth.] 

*'  We  are  on  a  deeply  furrowed  stream,  the  ^g  Sandj,  which  winds  thronghy 
withont  f ertiliadng,  the  soiL  The  rabbit,  the  sage  hen,  and  the  raven,  or  a  large 
species  of  crow,  are  all  the  animals  met  with.  Behind  ns  rose  the  Wind  Biver 
Mountains,  and  how  beantilally  did  they  look  one  morning  when  the  son 
first  shone  npon  them !  Their  lofty  summits,  shrouded  with  donds  and  snow, 
and  yet  lit  up  by  the  sun,  gave  forth  a  warm  but  benevolent  smile,  well  befit- 
ting such  a  benefactor  of  mankind  as  poured  from  its  flank :  the  three  great 
Btreams,  the  Oregcm,  ttud  Ck>lorado,  and  the  Missouri.  Before  ns,  as  we  advanced 
towards  the  north,  arose  the  chain  called  the  Uiniah  Mountains.  Bunning  east 
and  west,  they  pres^ted  their  northern  slopes  to  us,  and  they  were  covered  with 
far  more  snow  than  are  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Wiud  Biver  Bange,  though  the 
former  are  more  than  one  hundred  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  latter — the  dif. 
ferenoe  arising  from  a  difforenoe  in  exposure — the  one  being  to  the  north  and 
the  other  to  the  south. 

^  Hie  solemn,  seriooa  beauty  of  the  Uintah  mountains,  their  summits  covered 
with  snow,  standing  like  a  vast  hydrant  pouring  forth  rivers  of  water,  again 
arrest  my  gaze. 

"  At  length,  at  about  11  o'clock,  A.M.,  to^y,  we  reached  the  veige  of  the  right 
bank  of  Gveen  Biver.  The  valley  through  which  it  runs  is  pretty  wide,  and  the 
enclosing  banks  are  steep  and  precipitous.  Vhe  view  below  burst  upon  us  aU  at 
once ;  and  after  such  barrenness,  how  beautiful  it  appeared  I 

^^There  is  a  solemn  joy  in  these  mountains  that  lifts  up  the  heart  as  in  a  teu^e 
of  worship,  where  the  winds  and  the  streams  are  the  muaie  of  the  choir,  and  the 
hoar  peak  seems  preaching  holy  Sabbath  to  the  land." 


CHAPTER  X. 

I 
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THB  XEXICAK   WAB-HCEABNT  IH  XEXICa 

**  In  prooeM  of  time,  when  your  Western  territories  are  perfectly  settled  ftom  the  Ohio 
to  the  Vlsslaslppl,  which  In  time  cannot  fall  to  be  perfected ;  and  when  yonr  Western 


and  Southern  colonies  become  in  population  as  nnmerons  as  the  sands  of  the 
then  will  the  riches  of  Potosi  attract  the  attention  of  the  Americans  to  the  conqaest 
of  Mexico  and  Pern.  This  is  an  object  which,  from  the  magnitude  of  its  wealth,  is 
certain  in  time  to  take  place ;  but  as  that  cannot  happen  for  at  least  fifty  or  an  hun- 
dred years,  I  think,  gentlemen,  we  should  not  postpone  taking  a  part  of  the  wealth 
of  that  eoontiy  immediately ;  therefore  I  freely  offer  my  senriees  to  the  Congress  on 
such  an  expedition;  and  on  my  honor,  I  will  serve  them  as  faithfully  as  I  have  my 
king  and  country,  **  for  I  am  n  soldier  of  fortune.**  80,  taking  the  bottle,  I  filled  a 
glass,  and  drank  to  an  expedition  against  the  Ooid«n  Spofiiard.  My  toast  was  pro- 
ductive of  much  laughter,  mirth,  and  good  humor,  together  with  many  observations 
on  the  situation  and  wealth  of  the  Spanish  colonies  so  contiguous  to  them;  and  I  am 
Inclined  to  b<dieve,  that  at  that  time  even  the  company  did  not  think  that  the  possession 
of  the  wealth  of  Mexico  was  quite  so  difficult,  or  required  so  many  years*  application  and 
study,  as  to  arrive  at  the  knowledgeof  the  Philosopher's  stone.**—**  Lifty  AdVMiuret, 
QMd  OpMmuT  tifand^  Colonel  Qnoaoa  Haxobb.   XohAms  1801. 

Lieutenant  Philip  Kbarny  was  too  mnch  of  a  real  soldier  to  be 
able,  after  having  tasted  the  excitement  of  actual  service,  to  submit 
to  the  constraints,  the  indolence,  and  monotony  of  garrison  life. 
After  hb  return  from  Algiers  he  chafed  mider  the  restraints  of  in- 
activity for  nearly  five  years,  hoping  all  the  time  for  something  to 
occur  which  would  give  him  new  opportunities  for  distinction  in 
active  service. 

Notwithstanding  war  seemed  imminent  with  the  Mexican  Confed- 
eration, in  1845,  it  was  scarcely  conceivable  that  a  power  like 
Mexico,  which  had  been  utterly  foiled  in  its  invasion  of  Texas,  in 
1835-*6,  which  had  suffered  a  miniature  Waterloo  at  San  Jacinto, 
21st  April,  1836,  at  the  hands  of  a  thousand  undisciplined  frontiers- 
men, would  dare  to  rush  into  a  war  with  such  a  gigantic  power  as 
the  United  States,  upon  a  mere  question  of  national  honor — ^for  the 
possession  of  Texas  had  become  a  mere  question  of  honor. 

YHiether  from  the  same  reason^  which  actuated  Wobth,  or  be- 
cause his  promotion  had  not  corresponded  with  his  hopes  or  merits 
or  from  the  persuasion  that  his  services  were  undervalued,  Eeabnt 
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on  the  2d  April,  1846,  tendered  big  resignation,  wbjch  was  accepted 
as  of  the  6th  of  that  month.  Had  he  dreamed  that  a  war  was  upon 
us,  he  would  never  have  done  so. 

No  sooner,  however,  had  the  clash  of  arms  resounded  from  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  the  national  banner  been  unfurled  amidst  the 
blaze  of  battle,  than  Eearnt,  like  Wobth,  sought  to  recall  his 
resignation,  and  applied  to  the  government  to  be  restored  to  his 
former  rank  and  position. 

On  the  recommendation  of  Major-General  Scott,  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Rogek  Jones,  Adjutant-Gene- 
ral U.  S.  Army,  he  was  reinstated  in  the  army  on  the  15th  April, 
1846.  It  was  not  until  the  9th  July,  that  he  was  enabled  to  join 
his  regiment,  having  been  employed  in  the  meantime  in  recruitiDg 
his  company  up  to  the  war-footing.  He  was  determined  that  it 
should  be  a  model  troop  in  every  respect,  not  only  in  men,  but  in 
horses,  and  he  repaired  to  the  West,  where  he  knew  he  could  find 
such  material  as  he  wanted — ^material  which  he  had  seen  put  to  the 
test  of  a  march  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  miles,  and  come  out 
of  the  trial  first  proof.  With  a  liberality  which  distinguished 
every  prominent  action  of  his  life,  he  determined  to  augment  the 
government  bounty  out  of  his  own  private  purse,  in  order  to  obtain 
not  only  first-class  men,  but  first-class  animals.  His  principal  re* 
cruidng  ground  was  Illinois,  and  at  the  State  Capital,  Springfield, 
he  fell  in  by  accident  with  a  resident  lawyer,  who  was  looked  upon 
as  a  rather  eccentric,  but  earnestly  patriotic  man,  byname  Abraham 
Lincoln,  who  was  touched  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  young  dragoon 
officer,  and  zealously  assisted  him  in  carrying  out  Ids  plans.  This 
eccentric  man,  as  he  was  styled,  was  afterwards,  "  Honest  Abe,'' 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Lieutenant  Keabny,  whom 
he  assisted  in  raising  that  model  company  of  dragoons,  was  nis 
appointment  as  nT^Brigadier-General,  one  whom  he  always  styled 
*'  HIS  general  ;"  one  whom  he  destined  for  the  highest  command, 
when  an  untimely  shot  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  the  man  of  his 
choice,  as  unexpectedlyjas  the  shot  of  the  assassin,  Booth,  put  an 
end  to  his  own,  so  precious  to  his  country. 

When  Kearnt  reached  New  Orleans,  on  his  way  to  Mexico,  the 
appearance  of  his  command  attracted  the  attention  of  the  whole  city, 
who  were  in  a  condition  to  judgf  of  the  relative  value  of  troops, 
since  the  majority  of  those  destined  to  earn  such  distinction  in 
Mexico^  passed  through  the  streets  of  the  ^^  Crescent  City." 
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The  New  Orleans  Tropic  devoted  quite  a  space  in  its  columns 
to  Kearnt  and  his  dragoons,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract 
The  rest  of  the  article  is  even  more  complimentary,  but  needs  no 
quotation  here,  as  it  is  altogether  personal  and  refers  to  events  in 
the  life  of  Kearkt,  with  which  the  reader  is  already  acquainted. 

"  Lieutenant  Philip  Ke  akny,  nephew  of  General  Stephen  Watts 
Ke.uiny,  arrived  here  day  before  yesterday  with  as  fine  a  company  of 
cavahy  as  was  ever  seen  in  New  Orleans ;  the  horses,  ninety  in 
number,  are  all  gteys,  and  beautiful  in  the  extreme.  The  men  are 
picked  and  noble-looking  fellows.  The  trappings  of  the  horses  and 
the  accoutrements  of  the  riders  are  all  that  the  most  fastidious  com- 
mander could  wish." 

EJBAKNY  was  not  despatched  into  Mexican  territory  until  October, 
1846,  when  the  fighting  for  the  year  was  over. 

His  first  sei*vice  was  along  the  Rio  Grande,  where  he  did  not  come 
in  contact  with  the  enemy.  What  struck  him  most,  while  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Camargo — ^and  he  often  referred  to  it  as  some- 
thing marvelous — ^was  the  vast  extent  of  the  burial-grounds  devoted 
to  the  interment  of  the  American  soldiers.  His  investigations  led 
him  to  believe  that  the  same  influence  which  produced  such  fatal 
elTects  in  the  French  army  in  Africa,  was  the  cause  of  the  mor- 
tality among  our  troops — ^that  is,  nostalgia,  or  home-sickness,  which 
wasi  attributable,  however,  to  a  difierent  origin.  French  soldiers,  as 
a  general  thing,  have  few  ties  which  bind  tiiem  to  their  homes,  and 
it  is  rather  the  deprivation  of  those  gay  distractions  and  familiar 
scenes  that  brings  on,  in  Africa,  where  there  is  scarcely  any  allevisr 
tion  of  their  labors  and  sufiTerings,  that  awfiil  depression  of  spirits 
which  proves  so  fatal  to  life.  In  the  case  of  our  Western  volunteers, 
who  were  mostly  men  of  family,  and  accustomed  to  comfoits  of  which 
an  European  soldier  would  never  dream,  it  was  actualy  home-sick- 
ness. This  moral  miasma  took  a  strong  hold  upon  our  Western 
volunteers,  and  populated  vast  cities  of  the  dead,  similar  to  those 
around  Medeah  and  Milianah^  which  have  atti*acted  the  attention  of 
others  besides  Keabnt,  who  have  campaigned  in  the  Atlas.  This 
nostalgia  seemed  to  exercise  comparatively  no  effect  upon  the 
regulars. 

KEiUmr,  with  his  company,  did  not  join  Taylor  until  after  the 
capture  of  Monterey,  and  the  advance  of  the  army  of  occupation  to 
Saltillo. 

Majot-General  Scott  having  completed  his  plan  of  operations. 
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based  upon  the  captaiie  of  Vera  Ciii^  and  the  advance  teom  that 
port  direcUy  npon  the  Mexican  capital,  a  hurge  portion  of  the  troopa 
under  General  Taylor  were  withdrawn  from  the  line  of  the  Bio 
Grande  and  marched  to  the  coasts  to  be  embarked  for.  the  new  point 
.  of  concentration. 

The  general  public,  who  have  not  participated  in  uMlitary  opera 
tiona,  suppose  that  it  is  a  light  task  to  f<^ow  and  relate  the  every- 
day 4iotion  of  an  officer  and  make  it  interesting.  To  famish  a  mere 
diary  would  be  easy,  but  such  a  narrative  would  be  almost  devoid 
of  interest  The  soldier  and  line-officer  «re  almost  indistinguisha- 
ble parts  of  a  grand  machine,  from  whidk  the  killed  and  wounded 
fall  off.  like  chips  or  filings,  unnoticed,  except  by  those  who  are 
immediately  interested  in  each  individual.  An  able  Greneral  com* 
paured  those  who  fell  to  the  parings  of  a  man's  nails,  so  little  were 
they  missed,  and  of  so  little  account  were  they  among  the  casualties 
of  a  great  army  and  a  protracted  compoign.  Itis  only  when  foirtane 
accords  tA  a  mam^e  opportunity  to  achieve  a  deed  of  high  emprise 
that  the  hi«ftorian\an  linger  upon  the  picture,  and  make  him  a 
prominent  object  in  the  vast  and  crowded  panorama  of  a  war.  We 
shall  see  Keajknt  enj<Wing  one  of  the  fortunate  occasions,  and  pro- 
fiting by  the  opporturaty  to  its  utmost  extent  Meanwhile,  it  is  all 
sufficient  to  say  that  ip  the  ordinary  routine  of  duty,  he  did  his 
share  of  it  thoroughly,  and  in  every  position  and  oa  every  occasion 
won  the  apinrobation,  as  he  had  always  enjoyed  the  respect^  of  his 
superiors,  as  well  as  of  his  comrades. 

On  Taylob's  line  of  operations  Kbabht  had  no  chance  to  shine, 
but  he  was  neither  unnoticed  nor  forgotten.  In  the  latter  part  of 
November,  when  Scorr  determined  to  withdraw  about  five  thous* 
and  troops  from  TxYiiOB,  his  first  selection  was  coached  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

^'Touwill        *        *        put  in  movement  for  the  mouth  of  the 
.  Rio  Grande  the  following  troops : 

About  five  hundred  regularcavidry  of  the  First  and  Second  Regi* 
ments  of  Di'agoons,  including  Lieutenant  KsABinr's  troop.'* 

These  four  words  from  such  a  man  as  Scorr  were  in  themselves 
no  small  meed  of  praise.  The  very  fact  that  Sooir  thus  designated 
him  by  name  was  a  high  encomiam»  Such  a  man  and  such  a  troop 
he  wanted  for  himself  Keabnt  had  previously  served  under  his 
immediate  eye.    He  knew  the  young  soldier  thoroughly  s   knew 
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that  in  him  he  had  a  weapon  of  approved  temper,  ap[»opriate  for  a 
crisis,  and  in  his  troop  a  select  body  of  soldiers,  for,  disciplined  by 
Ei:arnt  and  inspired  by  his  examj^  they  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  good  soldiebs. 

'*  Induding  Lieutenant  Eeabnt's  troop  /'  four  words,  b«t  signi* 
ficant  as  an  tmition.  We  shall  see  that  whenever  Soovr  did  let  them 
loose  they  did  thar  duty  better  than  w^— ^hat  wiien  Ekabmt  was 
left  to  hknseii^  th^  yoong  Captain  wreathed  his  brow  with  laurds 
as  immortal  as  tbose  doe  to  the  conqaest  of  a  conntiy  by  ten  thous- 
and men,  which  has  elevated  Soorr  to  the  first  rank  as  a  Qeneral— 
a  conquest  which  will  be  remembered  in  tlie  mUitary  history  of  our 
country  as  one  of  its  marvels^  when  subsequent  battles,  attended 
by  a  slaughter  of  as  many  men  as  constituted  the  whole  force  under 
WiNFiELD  ScoiT*s  commsod,  are  unnoticed  or  forgotten. .  Results 
dignify  actioiis.  In  Europe,  Soorr  would  have  been  overwhelmed 
with  dignitieB  and  rewards,  whereas  he  was  r^psdd  for  an  achieve- 
ment,  which  added  new  kntre  to  our  national  eseutdieon,  with  an 
ingratitude  which  disgraced  a  Democratic  administnMion  in  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  world. 

Before  his  connection  was  sevet^ed  with  the  '^  army  of  occupation," 
Kkasnt  was  entmsted  with  a  duty  which  very  nearly  cut  short 
his  career  and  nearly  added  his  name  to  the  list  of  victims  of  the 
assassin  tactics  of  the  Mexicans. 

About  the  11th  January,  1847,  Lieutenant  Johv  A.  Riohet, 
Fifth  United  States  Infantry,  bearer  of  despatchea  for  deneral 
Tayijor,  started  fix>m  Saltillo  towards  Victoria.  Having  passed 
through  Monterey,  he  arrived,  the  18th  January,  at  the  small  town 
of  Villa  Gran.  Here  he  separated  himself  firom  his  escort--oon« 
sisling  often  Dragoons — and  entered  the  town  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  provisions.  Alone  and  unsuspicious  of  danger,  he  was 
lassoed  and  murda*ed  under  the  most  atrocious  and  cowardly  cir- 
cumstances. The  despatches  which  he  boce  were  taken  from  his 
person  and  at  once  transmitted  to  Santa  Amka.  From  the  infor- 
mation derived  from  these,  the  Mexican  conimander-iiHQhief  became 
possessed  of  Scott's  plans,  and  learned  to  what  an  extent  Taylor's 
army  had  been  depleted  XJb  complete  that  collecting  on  a  new  line 
under  General  Scott.  The  result  was,  he  struck  at  Tatlou. 
Thus,  had  it  not  been  for  the  murder  of  RicaET,  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista— on  which  it  might  be  said  the  subsequent  operations  of  the* 
whole  Mexican  war  pivoted  or  depended^^would  never  have  been 
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fought  Buena  Vista  was  one  of  the  decisive  battles  of  the  world, 
as  events  tamed  out,  for  in  many  respects  it  was  the  battle  of  the 
Mexican  war  which  gave  us  auriferous  California,  and  determined 
the  whole  fiiture  of  this  continent. 

The  reader  may  ask  what  has  this  to  do  with  EIeaknt  f  This 
much :  he  narrowly  escaped  at  this  time  the  fate  which  befell  the 
unfortunate  Riohey  ;  and  had  a  similar  and  impending  cast  of  the 
lasso  encircled  his  throat  with  the  same  successful  aim,  there  would 
have  been  an  end  of  this  biography  and  of  one  destined  to  fill  a 
prominent  place  in  the  gallery  of  American  Generals,  Patriots,  and 
Heroes. 

On  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  splendid  condition  of  Kearny's 
company — he  was  promoted  to  a  Captaincy  in  December,  1846 — 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  its  commander  had  formerly  been  his 
aid-<Le-camp,  induced  the  general-in-chief  to  constitute  it  his 
body-guard.  This  connection  with  headquarters  prevented  Kearny 
from  participating  in  any  of  the  cavalry  engagements  which  occur- 
red between  om'  Dragoons  and  the  Mexican  horse,  which  attempted 
to  harass  our  army  and  hinder  the  progress  of  the  siege. 

When  the  city  surrendered,  Kearny  escorted  his  victorious  chief 
on  his  triumphal  entry,  and  he  used  to  dwell  with  exultation  on  the 
superb  appearance  of  his  men  and  horses  in  that  ovation, 
due  to  the  scientific  genersilship  of  Scott.  He  said  that  his  men 
felt  as  much  pnde-  in  the  matter  as  himself,  and  were  up  the  greater 
part  of  the  previous  night  furbishing  their  arms  and  accoutrements 
and  cleaning  then*  horses,  so  that  the  latter  <^  shone  like  glass  bot- 
tles "  when  paraded  the  next  morning.  Kearny  was  always 
exceedingly  partial  to  iron  gi'cys,  and  no  horses  in  the  world  look 
better  than  those  of  this  color  when  in  high  condition  and  properly 
gi'oomed. 

On  the  advance  from  Vera  Cniz,  E^earny  was  always  with  Gen- 
eral Scott,  and  saw  little  or  no  fighting.  That  he  profited  by  the 
lessons  in  strategy  taught  by  that  superlative  commander,  at  the 
expense  of  the  enemy,  the  future  proved.  Napoleon  held  Turenne 
in  the  highest  esteem  as  a  finished  general,  and  this  campaign  was 
caiTied  on  in  the  highest  style  of  Turenne.  After  the  battle  of 
Cerro  Gordo  he  was  detached  in  pursuit,  and  it  was  reported  at 
the  time  that  he  came  near  capturing  Santa  Anna. 

The  writer  recollects  perfectly  Ejsarny's  account  of  one  chase 
and  its  incidents ;  but  it  may  have  occurred  on  one  or  another 
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occasion  (at  Tepeahnaloot  or  after  Puebla),  when  Ejeabnt  was 
sent  ont  with  a  flag  of  truce  in  order  to  try  and  open  communica- 
tions with  the  defeated  army. 

The  following  letter  from  an  officer,  an  eye-witness  of  the  inci- 
dent, a  friend  of  Keabny,  refers  to  the  pursuit  after  Cerro  Gordo, 
which  occurred  about  this  time.  It  also  alludes  to  an  interesting 
fact,  which  has  been  related,  to  show  that  Eeabny,  like  a  great 
many  other  soldiers  of  his  stamp,  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  fatalist, 
and  put  implicit  faith  in  his  star : 

^'  In  Mexico  he  (Keabny)  commanded  a  company  of  horse  of  the 
Fu'st  Dragoons,  which  accompanied  General  Scott's  movements  in 
his  march  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Capital.  At  the  battle  of  Cerro 
Gordo  he  followed  up  in  advance  the  pursuit  of  the  retreating 
enemy.  I  remember  seeing  him  in  frdl  career  after  them.  His 
horses  were  all  white  (grey),  and  showed  that  they  had  received 
the  care  and  attention  for  which  the  First  Dragoons,  his  uncle's 
regiment,  were  honorably  distinguished ;  but  for  the  want  of  proper 
forage  in  the  barren  strip  of  tierra  calierUe  through  which  the 
army  had  bd^  marching  and  operating  for  several  days,  they  had 
become  very  much  reduced  in  condition;  and  consequently,  in  the 
rapidity  of  the  pursuit,  not  a  few  of  them  tumbled  down  headlong 
upon  the  road,  never  to  rise  again,  y  It  was  a  sad  sight  to  see  ani- 
mals dying  in  that  way  in  those  days,  but  the  service  during  the 
late  war  got  quite  beyond  these  scruples,  whole  squadrons  of  horse 
being  wasted  with  as  much  dash  and  recklessness  as  though  the  de- 
struction of  property  were  a  great  merit 

"  The  next  incident  that  I  remember  in  the  career  of  General, 
then  Captain  Keabny,  occurred  among  a  paity  of  officers  at  a  hotel 
in  Puebla.  These  officers  were  dining  together  a  short  time  pre- 
vious to  the  continuance  of  the  march  of  the  American  army  upon 
the  city  of  Mexico ;  and  the  conversation  turned  upon  the  approach- 
ing conflict.  Captain  Keabnt  spoke  with  a  great  deal  of  ^elingi 
with  an  earnest  unaflected  thirst  for  glory,  and  said  he  would  give 
his  left  arm  for  a  brevet.  The  ai-my  moved  not  long  afterwards, 
and  in  the  very  first  day's  battles  in  the  vallfey  of  Mexico,  Captain 
Kearny  pureued  the  routed  enemy  again,  up  to  the  very  gates  of 
the  city,  and  there  lost  his  left  arm,  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy 
within  the  walls.     It  is  needless  to  add,  that  he  received  a  brevet. 

"  My  pen  has  dwelt  thus  long  upon  the  theme,  because  of  the 
particul£ur  pleasure  which  I  have  derived  from  the  intercourse  which 
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I  have  happened  to  have  with  him.  Take  him  altogether,  I  have 
seldom  met  with  a  more  agreeable  gentleman,  or  a  more  chivalric 
soldier." 

It  is  said  that  Keabnt  remarked,  before  he  went  to  Mexico,  that  he 
felt  sure  that  he  would  not  lose  his  life,  that  he  would  return  alive, 
but  that  he  felt  equally  assured  that  he  would  lose  his  left  arm. 
Napoleon  had  implicit  faith  in  his  star,  and  actually  pointed  out,  on 
more  than  one  occasion^  the  very  star  which,  according  to  his 
belief,  presided  over  his  destiny.  Presentiments  are  very  common 
among  military  men,  and  a  great  many  instances  are  related  in 
which  they  are  known  to  have  come  true,  without  affecting  their 
conduct,  however.  Desaix  is  a  curious  instance  of  this.  When 
he  joined  the  army  of  Italy,  in  1800,  on  his  return  from  Egypt,  he 
remarked  that  he  was  a&aid  the  bullets  in  Europe  would  not  know 
him  again,  and  he  fell  at  Marengo,  a  few  days  subsequently,  the 
very  first  battle  in  which  he  was  engaged  and  almost  immediately 
after  he  came  under  fire. 

In  the  advance  from  Jalapa,  Eearnt  had  few  opportunities  of 
displaying  his  superior  soldiership,  but  it  was  only  from  lack  of 
opportunity.  As  a  common  friend  recently  remarked  of  him : — 
^'High  soldierahip,  as  in  his  case,  exhibited  itself  oflen,  in  attention 
to  a  multitude  of  minute  detaUs,  which  inspire  confidence  and  tell 
in  the  hour  of  action.  This  enabled  him  with  his  troops  to  pene- 
trate to  the  very  gates  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  where  he  lost  his  ann. 
While  the  aimy  lay  in  Puebla  he  performed  several  daring  recon- 
noissances,  by  which  he  procured  much  valuable  information ;  but, 
as  the  enemy  avoided  combats,  there  was  no  special  opportunity  to 
add  to  his  laurels." 

Shortly  after  the  dinner  alluded  to,  at  which  Keabnt  expressed 
his  willingness  to  purchase  a  brevet  at  the  price  of  the  very  arm  he 
actually  expended  in  obtaining  one,  he  was  entrusted  with  a  mis- 
sion qf  some  danger  and  importance,  over  whose  remembrance  he 
was  accustomed  to  laugh  heartily  when  he  recalled  the  details  of 
the  "  Run.*' 

While  our  army  was  at  Puebla  drilling  and  organizing  into  that 
irresistible  machine  which,  like  the  beast  ''with  great  iron  teeth'* 
in  the  vision  of  Daniel,  ''  brake  in  pieces,"  and  trampled  in  the 
bloody  mire  every  antagonistic  armament,  Scott,  on  the  11th  July, 
1847,  resolved  to  take  some  action  in  behalf  of  the  American  pris- 
oners held  by  the  Mexican  authorities.   These  were  Majors  Gaines 


BIOOBAPHT  OF  HAJOB-GENERAL  PHILIP  KEABNY.  131 

and  Borland,  Captain  Cassius  M.  Clat,  and  their  associates,  cap- 
tared  at  Incarnacion,  near  Buena  Yista,  in  the  preceding  January, 
likewise  passed  midshipman  Rogers,  taken  in  December,  1846, 
near  Vera  Cruz,  and  since  then  imprisoned  as  a  spy. 

To  Captain  Philip  Kearny  was  entrusted  the  proposals  for  an 
exchange,  and  he  was  sent  foi-ward  with  two  companies  of  dragoons, 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  endeavor  to  conununicate  with  the  Mexican 
military  authorities. 

At  seven  a.  m.,  12th  July,  Kearny  started  out,  accompanied  by 
the  Sei^imes  who  afterwards  became  a  traitor  to  his  flag,  and  made 
his  name  notorious  as  a  burner  of  merchantmen,  until  his  career  in 
the  Alabama  was  closed  by  the  destruction  of  that  Corsair  by  the 
Kearsage,  commanded  by  the  glorious  Winslow. 

Kearny  expected  at  this  time  to  be  able  to  continue  on,  and  enter 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  trotted  on  rapidly,  filled  with  the  glad  hopes 
of  carrying  good  news  to  his  unprisoned  countiymen,  while  enjoy- 
ing the  glorious  scenery,  for  which  the  journey  to  the  Aztec  Capi- 
tal is  almost  without  a  rival.  As  he  proceeded,  to  his  right  soared 
the  Malinche,  "  the  storm-gatherer  of  Puebla,"  whose  rugged  peak 
served  as  a  barometer  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  and,  beneath 
it,  stretched  away  the  plains  of  Tlascala,  while  to  his  left  the  pictur- 
esque pyramid  of  Cholula  stood  out  against  the  clear  blue  sky ; 
while  over  all  towered  the  eternal  snow-crowns  of  Popocatapotl 
and  Iztaccihuatl,  which  look  down,  at  the  same  time,  into  both  the 
valleys  of  Puebla  and  Mexico. 

What  thoughts  must  have  passed  through  the  "  Knightly"  mind 
of  Kearny,  thus  pressing  onward  in  the  track  of  Cortes. 

Ten  miles  from  Puebla,  the  Black  River  {Bio  Prieto)  was  crossed, 
and  as  much  faither  on  again  the  dragoons  dashed  into  the  village 
or  town  of  San  Martin.  As  they  approached  this  small  but  popu- 
lous place,  there  was  an  awful  stir,  and  foi*th  fluttered  a  body  of 
Mexican  Lancers  about  equal  in  number  to  the  American  detachment, 
who  "  vamosed  the  ranch  "  in  such  a  hurry  as  to  leave  behind  theii' 
baggage,  and  even  some  of  their  party,  who  broke  off  and  took  to 
the  bushes.  Among  these  were  C^vnalizo's  son,  a  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  cavalry,  and  two  or  three  of  his  men.  The  youth  was 
eventually  looked  up  by  two  of  his  papa's  aids,  subsequent  to  the 
terminatipn  of  the  chase,  and  conducted  back  in  safety  to  the  pa^ 
rental  wing.  These  aids,  with  half  a  dozen  blanketed  lanoeros, 
returned,  under  escort  of  Ksarmt's  dragoons,  to  San  Martin,  to 
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recover  their  general's  baggage  and  to  hunt  around  for  the  missing 
youngster. 

Away  went  the  Mexicans,  consisting  of  about  seventy  lancers, 
led  by  Generals  Canaxizo  (formerly  President  ad  interim  of  Mexico) 
and  PoR:riLLO  (who  had  disgraced  himself  by  his  prominent  action 
in  the  Fanning  massaci'e  (Fannin?)  in  Texas  in  March  1836.  The 
Mexicans  left  in  such  haste,  and  spurred  so  furiously,  that  Kearnt 
described  the  road  over  which  they  traveled  as  resembling  one  on 
which  a  flurry  of  early  wet  snow  had  fallen,  so  whitened  was  it  with 
the  froth  flakes  which  fell  from  the  horses,  urged  to  the  uttermost 
by  the  merciless  Spanish  spur. 

As  £[earny  did  not  care  if  the  chase  lasted  to  the  gates  of  the 
capital,  as  that  was  his  objective,  he  held  in  after  he  found  that  fear ' 
had  lent  wings  to  the  enemy,  and  contented  himself  with  keeping 
them  in  sight.  It  was  Ainsworth's  Dick  Turpin's  ride  to  York 
over  agsun  in  the  plm*al.  E^earnt  caught  a  glimpse  of  them  at  the 
Puente  (bridge)  de  Tezmolucan,  eleven  miles  from  San  Martin;  and 
at  Rio  Frio,  about  eleven  ftirther  on — ^making  forty  miles  accom- 
plished since  mounting — came  in  frill  sight  of  the  two  generals 
pursued,  then  winding  away  up  the  heights  beyond  the  Cold  River 
{Rio  Frio),  By  this  time  the  Mexicans  had  somewhat  recovered 
their  senses,  or  felt  that  their  horses  had  the  heels  of  the  pursuers 
for  they  halted,  as  if  to  investigate  the  white  flag  conspicuously  dis- 
played ;  then,  seemingly,  not  liking  the  appearance  of  the  escort, 
resumed  their  flight.  This  inspection,  through  glasses,  doubtless, 
was  repeated  several  times,  till  discretion  seemed  the  better  part  of 
valor,  and  away  they  went,  as  if  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  old 
saying,  "the  devil  (American)  take  the  hindermost"  if  he  can 
catcli  him.  As  Keabnt's  men  had  been  in  the  saddle  for  ten  hours, 
and  all  chances  of  overhauling  the  red  pennons  had  passed  away, 
the  Captain  halted  at  an  inn  at  the  bridge  across  the  Rio  Frio,  and 
sent  forward  a  Mexican  on  a  fresh  horse  to  catch  the  fugitives. 

In  an  hour  or  two  this  native  intermediary  returned,  accompanied 
by  an  aid  of  General  Portillo,  who  protested  against  Kearny's 
frirther  advance,  but  entered  into  an  arrangement,  in  behalf  of  his 
superior,  for  a  meeting  on  the  following  morning,  when  Keaent 
was  to  ride  forward,  accompanied  by  Seioies,  as  an  improvised  aid, 
and  five  dragoons.  So,  amid  good  cheer  and  much  n\erriment, 
evoked  by  the  rapid  "change  of  base"  effected  by  the  Aztec  chiefs, 
the  night  passed  very  pleasantly,  clouded  by  only  one  .drawback, 
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that  the  protest  of  the  Mexican  officer  precluded  a  glimpse  of  the 
Valley  of  Mexico,  which,  in  all  its  glorious  beauty,  was  visible  from 
a  range  not  more  than  ten  or  eleven  miles  beyond  their  place  of 
repose. 

The  next  morning,  13th  July,  Keabny,  with  Semkes,  the  latter's 
servant,  and  one  dragoon  to  carry  the  white  flag,  rode  forward  to 
meet  General  Pobtiixo,  who  was  encountered  just  beyond  the  Hill 
of  Sleep,  ( Ouesta  del^  Sueno)  with  five  lancers,  who,  with  his  two 
aids,  made  his  party  eight,  when  seven  was  tlie  stipulated  number. 
PoRTiLLO — ^like  Louis  XI.  of  France  at  his  interview  with  Edward 
IV.  of  England,  on  the  Bridge  of  Picquigny,  across  the  Somme, 
29th  August,  1478 — had  no  idea  of  giving  his  adversaries  a  chance 
of  ''  gobbling  "  him,  if  a  little  addition  of  force  could  prevent  it, 
even  though  contra  mores.  Portillo,  after  mutual  salutes  and 
explanations,  refused  permission  for  Kbasmy  either  to  continue  on  to 
Mexico,  or  even  to  proceed  any  farther,  although  the  glorious  vision 
of  the  basin  of  the  capital  could  be  witnessed  from  a  crest  only  seven 
or  eight  miles  in  advance.  He  feelingly  reproved  Kearny  for  the 
"  unchivalrio  "  manner  in  which  the  latter  had  hunted  him  out  of 
his  comfortable  quarters  in  San  Martin,  and  gently  protested  against 
such  an  obliviousness  of  the  amenities  of  war,  then  kindly  offered 
to  take  charge  of  the  despatches  of  which  Eear^  was  the  bearer. 
As  there  was  nothing  else  to  be  done,  this  was  agreed  to,  and 
Kearny,  not  to  be  outdone  in  politeness,  escorted  the  general  as 
far  as  Portillo  would  permit  him:  half-way  back  to  his  detach- 
ment, whom,  it  appeared,  had  been  originally  left  or  stationed  in 
San  Martin  as  a  picket  of  observation  to  watch  the  movements  of 
General  Scott  and  his  troops,  or  more  likely  to  collect  the  reports 
of  spies  in  Puebla  and  forward  them  to  Santa  Anna. 

Keabny  described  Portillo  as  Semmes  does  in  his  '^  Service 
Afloat  and  Asfiore^"  only  somewhat  more  mirthfully,  or  less  re- 
spectfully. Sembies  says,  ^'he  was  a  good-looking  man,  rather 
stout  (it  is  to  be  feared  dashing  Phil  rendered  this  ^  punchy'),  of 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  quite  dignified  and  gentlemanlike  in 
his  manners."    The  effect  of  the  latter  part  of  this  description  is  ^^ 

marred  by  the  additional  remarks  that  the  stout  and  genteel  general 
'<  not  being  well  dressed,"  "  being  mounted  on  a  small  pony,"  hav- 
ing "  a  somewhat  villainous  expression  of  countenance," — ^which, 
adds  Semmes,  "  I  did  not  wonder  at  so  much  when  I  was  informed 
by  our  guide  that  he  had  been  a  prominent  actor  in  the  massacre  of 
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Fannin") — disadvantages  which  must  have  required  an  awful 
amount  of  dignity  to  compensate  for  them,  and  E^earny's  recollec- 
tions of  PoRTiLLO,  if  memory  serves,  were  very  much  akin  to  Mr. 
Pickwick's  idea  of  bulky  Mr.  Tupman*s  putting  '^  himself  into  a 
green  velvet  jacket  with  a  two-inch  tail  '^  to  attend  Mrs.  Leo  Hun- 
ter's fancy  ball.  Indeed  the  meeting  of  Kearnt,  on  his  sixteen 
hand  horae,  (he  always  rode  a  very  large  horse,  and  Sesixes  was 
mounted  on  an  elephantine  animal,)  and  Portillo,  on  his  pony,  re- 
calls that  of  Charles  the  Bold,  on  his  noble  charger,  with  Louis 
XL,  on  his  little  ambling  palfrey,  when  the  effect  was  almost 
grotesque.  The  reader  who  does  not  recognize  the  simile  cannot 
have  read  "Quentin  Durward,"  by  Sir  Walter  Scott.  If  he  has 
not,  he  will  thank  this  allusion  if  it  leads  to  a  perusal  of  that  charm- 
ing novel 

Thus  Kearnt  just  came  short  of  being  the  first  of  our  gallant 
"Boys  in  Blue,"  to  visit  pacifically,  but  "in  arms  and  under  banner,'' 
the  Mexican  Capital,  into  whose  gate  he  was  destined  to  cut  his  way 
only  four  weeks  later  (20th  August),  as  a  conqueror,  inside  of 
which  his  comrade.  Major  Mills,  was  actually  killed. 

No  reader,  however  intelligent,  can  comprehend  military  opera- 
tions without  good  maps.  Even  with  good  maps  it  is  dlfiicalt  to 
comprehend  details  without  some  acquaintance  with  tactics  and 
terms.  Consequently,  there  is  no  attempt  made  in  this  chapter  to> 
foUow  the  movements  of  the  army,  and  readers  are  referred  to 
Mansfieid's  generalized  and  Ripley's  detailed  but  partial,  or  pre- 
judicedf  "  History  of  the  Mexican  War ;"  likewise  Semmes  "  Ser- 
vice Afloat  and  Ashore,"  very  interesting  and  instructive,  as  well 
as  other  works,  not  so  accessible,  but  worthy  of  examination  as  the 
records  of  a  conquest  as  memorable  as  that  of  Cortes. 

When  Scott  had  abandoned  the  idea  of  making  a  direct  attack 
on  Mexico  from  the  east,  and  accomplished  his  remarkable  move- 
ment,/atjarerf  ^y  ProvidencCy  the  direction  of  his  renewed  opera- 
tions was  from  the  south.  Two  battles  were  fought  on  this  line 
prior  to  the  Tacubuya  Armistice.  The  first  at  Contreras,  August 
19th  and  20th ;  the  second  at  Churubusco,  August  20th,  1847. 

Between  these  two  villages,  to  the  west  and  north,  about  nine 
miles  apart  by  the  road  and  the  villages  of  San  Antonio  and  Saa 
Augustin  Hapan — ^the  latter  about  six  miles  east  of  Contreras — ^lay 
the  volcanic  region  called  the  "PedregaL" 

This  Pedregal  was  thrown  up  in  sharp  rooks  and  broken  pieces^ 
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in  such  a  maimer  that  the  Mexican  officers  supposed  it  to  be  im* 
passable. 

'^  South  of  the  Capital  the  great  thoroughfare  is  the  Acapulco 
road,  which  enters  the  city  along  the  causeway  and  at  the  Gaiita  of 
the  San  Antonio.  A  line  of  entrenchments  had  been  commenced, 
connecting  the  fortified  hacienda  of  San  Antonio,  six  miles  south 
of  the  city,  with  the  position  of  the  Mexicalcingo.  From  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  hacienda,  the  Pedregal  extended  west  to 
the  mountains.  The  Pedregal  waa  an  obstacle  of  no  ordinary 
nature  to  military  operations.  A  vast  field  of  lava,  interspersed 
with  a  few  patches  of  arable  land,  it  was  practicable  for  the  passage 
of  any  troops  at  but  few  points,  and  entirely  impracticable  for  cav- 
alry or  artillery,  except  by  a  single  mule-path." 

This  lava  field  was  rent  by  chasms,  which  intersected  it  with 
their  rifts  in  such  a  manner  that  to  worm  a  way  across  it,  even  in 
the  day  time,  wtm  a  work  of  time,  difficulty,  and  peril ;  and  yet  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  reconnoitre  it,  as  it  lay  between  the  wings, 
or  grand  divisions,  of  the  army.  The  credit  of  this  difficult  opera- 
tion has  always  been  given  to  the  arch-rebel  Lee,  when  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  Engineers,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been  the  only 
officer  who  made  bis  way  aoETOSS  the  Pedregal ;  but  the  writer  under- 
stood at  the  time  that  Eeabnt  was  the  one  who  first  traversed  this 
extremely  difficult  and  perilous  track  on  horseback,  and  was  the 
first  thus  to  link  the  combinations  of  our  separated  divisions 
through  the  information  which  he  carried  across.  Keabny,  on  his 
return  from  Mexico,  dwelt  upon  this  exploit  as  one  of  the  most 
difficult  he  had  ev^r  achieved.  EEAitNT,  if  not  the  first,  was  certainly 
one  of  the  first  who  succeeded  in  doing  so.  It  was  wonderful 
how  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  the  feat,  as  he  made  his  way 
over  at  night*-«moop^ght,  however,  it  is  true— leaping  his  horse 
over  the  clefls,  whieh  nobody  but  a  fearless  rider  like  himself  would 
ever  have  dreamed  of  attempting. 


CHAPTER    XL 

THE     OARITA    SAN     ANTOKia 


•THE  CHARaB  OF  THE  *OKS'  HUNDBED." 

**  Half  a  league,  half  a  league. 

Half  a  league  onward, 
All  in  the  Valley  of  Death 

Rode  the  *  one '  hondred. 
•  Chaise/  was  the  captaln^s  cry; 

Tbetra  not  to  reason  why, 
Theirs  not  to  make  reply, 

Theirs  bat  to  do  and  die, 
Into  the  Valley  of  Death 

Bode  the  *  one  *  hundred. 


••  Cannon  to  right  of  them, 

Cannon  to  left  of  them. 
Cannon  *  before*  them 

Volleyed  and  thundered ; 
Stormed  at  with  shot  and  shell. 

They  that  had  struck  so  well. 
Rode  thro*  the  jaws  of  Death, 

Half  a  league  back  again, 
Up  from  the  mouth  of  Hell, 

All  that  was  left  of  fhem, 
Left  of  *one*  hundred. 

**  Honor  the  brave  and  bold  I 
Long  shall  the  tale  be  told. 
Tea,  when  our  babes  are  old- 
How  they  rode  oni^ud.** 


TnnmoK. 


**  While  CLAYZtiHOUBB,  who,  lika  a  hawk  perched  on  a  rock  and  eyeing  the  time  to 
pounce  on  its  prey,  had  watched  the  event  of  the  action  from  the  opposite  bank,  now 
passed  the  bridge  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry  at  full  trot,  and,  leading:  them  in  squadrons 
through  the  intervals  and  round  the  flanks  of  the  Royal  infantry,  formed  them  on  the 
moor,  and  led  them  to  the  charge,  *       .  *  *  their  broken  spirits  and  dis- 

heartened courage  were  unable  to  endure  the  charge  of  the  cavalry,  attended  with  all  its 
terrible  accompaniments  of  sight  and  sound ;— the  rush  of  the  horses  at  full  speed,  the 
shaking  of  the  earth  under  their  feet,  the  glancing  of  the  swords,  and  waving  of  the 
plumes,  and  the  fierce  shouts  of  the  cavaliers.  The  front  ranks  hardly  attempted  one  ill- 
directed  and  disorderly  Are,  and  their  rear  was  broken  and  flying  in  confusion  ere  the 
chaxge  bad  been  completed ;  and  in  less  than  Are  minutes  the  horsemen  were  mixed  with 

186 
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them,  eatttng  and  hewing  without  mercy.  •  *  •  Their  sworcLi  drank 

deep  of  slaughter  among  the  anrealsting  fagitivea.  Screams  for  quarter  were  only 
answered  by  the  shouts  with  which  the  pursuers  accompanied  their  blows,  and  the  whole 
field  fhresented  one  general  scene  of  confused  slaughter,  flight,  and  pursuit.'* 

BooTT*8  ''Old  Mortality.'* 

"  The  eagle  eye  of  CoBTBS  lighted  up  with  triumph.  Turning  quickly  aroimd  to  the 
eavaliers  at  his  side,  among  whom  were  Bakdoval,  Oud,  Alyabapo,  and  Atila,  he 
pointed  out  the  chief,  exclaiming:  *  There  is  our  mark  I  Follow  and  support  me  r  Then 
crying  his  war-cry,  and  striking  his  iron  heel  into  his  weary  steed,  he  plunged  headlong 
into  the  thickest  of  the  press.  His  enemies  fell  back,  taken  by  surprise,  and  daunted  by 
the  ferocity  of  the  attack.  Those  who  did  not  were  pierced  through  with  his  lance,  or 
borne  down  by  the  weight  of  his  charger.  The  cavaliers  followed  close  in  the  rear.  On 
they  swept  with  the  fury  of  ik  thunderbolt,  cleaving  the  solid  ranks  asunder,  strewing 
their  path  with  the  dying  and  the  dead,  and  bounding  over' every  obstacle  in  the  way.** 
•  *  *  ^*  The  guard,  overpowered  by  the  suddenness  of  the  onset,  made 
little  resistance,  but,  flying,  communicated  their  own  panic  to  their  comrades.  The  tid- 
ings of  the  loss  soon  spread  over  the  field.  The  Indians,  filled  with  consternation,  now 
thought  only  of  escape.  In  their  blind  terror,  their  numbers  augmented  their  confusion. 
They  trampled  on  one  another,  fanpylng  it  was  the  enemy  in  their  rear.'* 

Fbk800TT*s  "  Conquest  o/MoHeo.^ 
KEABNt's  CHARGE. 

HowEYEB  honorable  and  pleasant  a  position  it  may  be  to  command 
the  body-guard  at  headquarters,  in  the  society  of  men  pre-eminent 
in  ability  and  position,  it  is  not  the  place  for  a  young  officer  to  win 
fama  In  foreign  countries  and  in  royalties — ^where  favors  drop  into 
hands  not  entitled  to  receive  them,  to  the  prejudice  of  those  who 
have  borne  the  burthen  and  heat  of  the  day,  who  have  deserved 
and  not  obtained — a  post  around  headquarters,  is  a  capital  place 
to  get  a  decoration  or  an  advance  step  in  rank.  Unfortunately,  it  is 
too  mueh  so  in  this  country,  but  not  in  anything  to  the  same  degree 
as  abroad,  since  the  army  at  large  see  clearly  and  judge  honestly, 
and  only  acknowledge  that  soldiership  as  of  the  true  ring  and 
genuine  stamp  which  has  undergone  the  baptism  of  blood  and  the 
purification  of  the  fire  of  battle.  The  reputation  which  is  sought 
at  the  cannon's  mouth  is  the  true  glory  of  the  soldier.  Kearnt 
knew  this.  He  had  yearned  to  shine  in  his  proper  sphere,  the 
front  of  battle.  The  man  who  could  offer  his  left  arm  as  the  price 
of  a  brevet,  as  he  had  done  ^mong  his  fellow-officers  at  Puebla,  i 

was  the  man  to  court  danger  as  a  coy  mistress.  Like  Korner, 
when  he  indited  that  "  Sword  Song,"  which  will  live  forever,  he 
must  have  often  toyed  with  the  "iron  bride"  which  hung  at  his 
thigh,  and  prayed  to  see  her  shining  face  blush  with  the  blood  of  the 
enemy. 


/ 
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"Thou  sword  at  my  left  side, 
What  means  thy  flash  of  pride  ? 
Thoa  smilest  so  on  me, 
I  take  delight  in  thee. 
Hurrah! 

'*  The  clan^ng  trumps  hetray 
The  blushing  bridal  day ; 

When  cannons  far  and  wide 
Shall  roor.  Til  fetch  my  brideu 
Hurrah! 

^  Yes,  in  my  sheath  I  dash ; 
I  long  to  gleam  and  flash 
In  battle,  wild  and  proud, 
Tis  why  I  dash  so  loud. 
Hurrah!" 

• 

Throagboat  the  advance  firom  Vera  Groz  to  this  moment,  when 
his  ardent  wishes  were  to  be  gratified,  his  heart  must  have  leaped 
whenever  the  signal  to  charge  was  blown  and  beaten,  with  the 
strong  desu'e  to  answer  it  with  the  spur  and  the  appropriate  order. 

On  the  18th  August,  a  reconnoissanoe  was  made  by  four  of  the 
engineer  corps — ^three  of  whom  afterwards  became  notorious  rebel 
generals — ^with  a  support  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  .  An  engagement 
or  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  Kbarnt  distinguished  himself,  and 
enabled  the  engineei's  to  perform  their  duties  with  success  and 
results.  This  service  was  of  sufiScient  consequence  to  deserve  a 
special  mention  in  Scott's  official  report 

It  is  surprising  how  irresponsive  to  the  deeds  of  our  own  soldiers 
are  the  lyres  of  our  poets.  The  world  has  read  with  admiration 
the  "Charge  of  the  Six  Hundred"  at  Balaklava;  but  how  few 
would  have  ever  heard  of  that  feat  of  "  derring  do  "  had  it  not  been 
sung  by  the  poet  laureate  of  England.  And  yet  the  charge  of  Cap- 
tain Phujp  Kearny,  at  the  battle  ofChurubusco,  was  as  worthy 
the  genius  of  Tisnntson  as  the  charge  of  the  Light  Brigade  "  into 
the  jaws  of  death*'  in  that  Crimean  valley,  with  three  armies  as 
spectators. 

To  appreciate  the  marvel  of  dash  and  bravery,  it  is  necessary  to 
understand  the  theatre  in  which  it  was  displayed.  Our  little  army 
less  than  nine  thousand  men  all  told — ^it  has  been  set  down  at  six 
thousand  fighting  men,  as  the  Rebels  counted  their  forces — small 
indeed  in  its  numbers  in  comparison  to  the  magnitude  of  its 
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exploits,  bnt  great  indeed  in  the  successes  it  achieved — awoke 
from  their  bivouacs  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  August,  1847 
with  the  assurance  of  victory ;  that  whatever  their  Gfeneral  willed 
them  to  do,  would  grandly  by  them  be  done. 

In  front  of  them,  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country,  occupying 
the  village  of  Churubusco,  and  in  a  chain  of  fortified  positions 
— strong  in  the  natural  dispositions  of  the  gi*ound,  still  stronger  in 
the  art  with  which  it  had  been  fortified,  and  even  stonger  yet  in 
the  outnumbeiing  forces — ^were  disposed  twenty-seven  thousand  to 
thirty  thousand  Mexican  troops,  backed  by  the  population  of  the 
city  of  Mexico,  who  could  turn  out,  if  they  willed,  fifty  thousand 
males  capable  of  bearing  arms.  These  forces,  outnumbering  ours 
four  to  one,  or  at  least  three  to  one,  held  the  village,  of  solid  con- 
structioi^ ;  and  scattered  buildings  of  stone,  along  their  line  of  battle 
lined  the  dykes,  and  almost  impervious  hedges  of  thorny  maguey 
or  cactus  lurked  in  the  extensive  plantations  of  tall  maize,  and  filled 
the  field-works  with  their  small  arms  and  artillery.  The  fiat  land 
was. broken  and  diflicult,  and  rendered  more  so  by  the  enclosmes, 
morasses,  and  canals  or  ditches  which  covered  it  with  a  net- 
work of  obstacles. 

"  The  ground  on  which  the  troops  operated  " — ^Ls  the  language  of 
the  gallant  Worth — "  off  the  high-road,  is  remarkably  intersected ; 
loose  soil,  growing  grain,  and,  at  brief  intervals,  deep  ditches,  for 
the  purpose  of  drainage  and  irrigation.  These  ditches  vary  from 
six  to  eight  feet  in  depth,  about  the  same  in  width,  with  from  three 
to  four  feet  of  water — ^the  reverse  banks  lined  with  the  enemy's 
light  troops. 

"  When  I  recur  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  fact  that  the 
division  (two  thousand  six  hundred  strong,  of  a11  arms)  was  engaged 
from  two  to  two  and  a  half  hom*s  in  a  hand~to4iand  conflict  with 
from  seven  thousand  to  nine  thousand  of  the  enemy,  having  the 
advantage '  of  position,  and  occupying  regular  works — which  our 
engineers  will  say  were  most  skillfully  constructed — ^the  mind  is 
filled  with  wonder  and  the  heart  with  gratitude  to  the  brave  officers 
and  soldiers  whose  steady  and  indomitable  valor  has,  under  8i;ch 
circumstances,  aided  in  achieving  results  so  honorable  to  our  coun- 
try— ^results  not  accomplished,  however,  without  the  sacrifice  of 
many  valuable  lives." 

Through  this  ground,  and  the  Mexican  line-of-battle,  ran  several 
eauseways.    One  of  these^passed  through  the  village  of  Churubusco. 
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All  of  these  tmited  with  the  causeway  of  San  Antonio,  which 
bisected  the  field-of-battle  in  a  direct  line,  almost  north  and  south, 
and  terminated  five  and  a  half  miles  distant  in  the  Grand  Plaza  of 
Mexico,  upon  which  front  the  National  Palace  and  Cathedral  At 
the  junction  referred  to,  and  the  apex  of  the  right  and  acute  angled- 
triangles  formed  by  them,  was  the  bastioned  bridge-head  (Tete  de 
jPont)  on  the  Ghurubusco  River.  This  was  held  by  a  strong  gar« 
risen  with  three  pieces  of  heavy  artillery. 

It  has  been  the  &shion  to  decry  the  Mexicans  as  soldiers,  although 
the  Spa^ards  and  French  found  them  foes  which  proved  worthy  of 
their  steeL  Like  the  Turks,  and  their  cognates,  the  Arabs,  Kabyles, 
and  Moors,  every  people  of  Spanish  blood  have  proved  themselves 
most  tenacious  in  the  defense  of  fortifications  and  walled  towna— > 
witness  Sarragossa. 

This  the  French  experienced  before  Puebla  in  1868,  and  the  cap- 
ture of  this  dty  was  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify 
the  elevation  of  General  Fobet,  its  captor,  to  the  dignity  of 
MarshaL 

The  Mexican  engineers  understood  thdr  business  thoroughly, 
and  it  is  admitted  that  the  works  which  they  threw  up  for  the 
defense  of  their  capital  were  of  exceeding  strength,  and  ^'  admira- 
ble both  in  their  construction  and  locality."  The  bridge-head  was 
a  beautiful  work,  solidly  and  sdentificaUy  constructed,  with  wet 
ditches  and  embrasures  and  platforms  for  a  large  armament  More- 
over, it  was  flanked  by  a  massive  stone  church  or  convent^  sur- 
rounded by  strong  field-works  mounted  with  heavy  guns. 

Previous  to  the  battle  of  Churubusco,  Captain.  Ejbabnt  could 
restrain  himself  no  longer,  and  had  requested  permission  to  partici- 
pate in  the  impending  action.  This  was  granted,  and  with  his 
command.  Company  F,  First  United  States  Dragoons,  was  detached 
for  general  service,  and  he  was  attached  to  the  division  of  General 
Pillow.  He  was  now  watching  the  course  of  events  and,  like 
Dundee  at  **  Botbwell  Brig,"  biding  his  time  and  opportunity. 

Meanwhile  the  roar  of  Mexican  musketry — "  more  than  twenty 
thousand  muskets  were  continually  discharged  with  a  rapidity  whicb 
showed  the  stem  determination  of  the  enemy '' — "  was  the  greatest 
noise  of  all  the  din  of  battle;  it  was  continued  and  terrific,  drown- 
ing £he  noise  of  the  artillery,  the  shouts  of  the  combatants,  and  the 
groans  of  the  wounded." 

Despite  the  severity  of  such  a  fire,  and  the  fearful  play  of  the 
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artillery,  our  troops  forced  their  way  across  the  liver.  At  the  flame 
time  a  vigorous  assault  was  made  upon  the  bridge-head.  The  gar- 
rison, so  to  speak,  finding  their  position  turned  and  in  danger  of 
being  taken  in  reverse,  thus  cutting  off  their  retreat,  slackened  the 
*' particularly  spiteful "  fire  to  which  Ripley  feelingly  alludes,  and 
ailer  a  short  conflict,  abandoned  the  work,  and  fled  over  the  bridge 
in  the  rear  towards  the  city« 

Previous  to  this  time  Keabny  had  been  able  to  effect  nothing. 
He  had  accompanied  Pillow  in  his  advance  from  Coyacan,  a  vil- 
lage farther  to  the  east  or  left  on  the  Rio  (River)  Churubusco.  He 
had  experienced  a  **  great  difficulty"  in  getting  his  horses  across  the 
broken  country,  partially  inundated,  and  the  deep  and  intervening 
ditches,  to  the  causeway,  but  had  succeeded  in  doing  so.  There  he 
was  joined  by  a  troop  of  the  Third  Dragoons,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain A.  T.  McRetnolds.  During  the  course  of  the  action,  a  gallant 
attempt  was  made  to  turn  the  Mexicans  with  this  small  body  of 
horse,  and  with  them  assail  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy.  The  deep 
ditches  which  traversed  the  '^  wide  and  marshy  fields"  prevented  tba 
carrying  out  of  this  manceuvre,  and  the  cavalry,  after  ineffectual  en- 
deavors to  execute  it,  were  compelled  to  return  to  the  causeway, 
and  there  await  the  development  of  events.  As  soon  as  the  bridge- 
head had  been  carried,  Pnxow  says :  ^^  I  then  let  him  loose.  Furi- 
ous was  his  charge  upon  the  retreating  foe,  dealing  death  with  iha 
unerring  sabre." 

Before  Keabny,  however,. could  bring  the  ** unerring  sabre"  into 
play  some  time  elapsed.  The  Dragoons  had  to  make  their  way 
through  the  mass  of  obstacles  which  encumbered  the  causeway  be- 
fore they  could  operate  or  even  form.  To  the  left  of  the  bridge- 
head the  huge  wagons,  which  composed  the  Mexican  ammunition 
train,  were  crowded  together  in  the  road  leading  from  Churubusco^ 
which  entered  the  work  from  the  west^  or  its  right,  immediately 
along  the  bank  of  the  river.  Every  draught  animal  attached  to 
these  had  been  killed,  and  the  passage  was  almost  blocked  up  by 
the  mass  of  wagons,  war  material,  and  dead  men  and  animals,  shat- 
tered and  thrown  together  by  the  answering  fires  of  assailants  and 
defenders.  To  heighten  the  conftision,  one  of  the  powder  wagons 
took  fire,  and  threatened  an  immediate  explosion.  This  would  have 
been  most  disastrous  in  the  narrow  spacf  completely  jammed  with 
the  bloody  wreck  and  rubbish  of  war,  through  which  our  advandn^ 
cavalry  had  to  pick  and  force  their  way.     With  a  reckless  daring 
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some  of  the  soldiers  on  the  road  devoted  themselves  to  the  preserv* 
ation  of  their  comrades.  They  climbed  into  the  burning  wagons, 
tore  oat  the  ammunition  chests  already  kindled  into  flame,  and  tum- 
bled them  into  the  ditch  before  the  fire  could  reach  their  contents.* 
A  path  thus  frayed  for  him  by  this  exertion  of  heroism,  Keabnt 
was  now  enabled  to  extricate  his  dragoons,  and  get  them  forward 
on  the  causeway,  where  it  was  partially  clear.  The  retreating  Mexi- 
cans had  meanwhile  made  good  use  of  their  respite,  and  had  already 
placed  a  distance  of  over  a  mile  and  a  half  between  themselves  and 
their  pursuers.    As  soon  as  he  had  space,  Eearnt  formed  his  troop, 

•  "  Kore  of  the  New  York  Boys.  We  most  gladly  glre  place  to  the  following  additionnl 
leaf  in  the  chaplet  of  gloiy  worn  by  New  York,  for  that  her  sons  have  proved  themaelvce 
worthy  of  snch  a  mother  t 

"  We  hardly  know  how  we  could  have  oi;alttod  the  name  of  the  gallant  Kbaskt,  for  it 
has  often  been  on  oar  lips  with  worda  of  admiration  and  praiae,  bnt  we  can  hardly  lament 
it,  since  it  affords  ns  this  opportunity  to  lay  before  oar  readers  aach  details  as  the  follow- 
ing interesting  communication  f  amiahea : 

To  the  Editor  of  (he  Courier  and  Enquirer  : 

"Allow  me  to  add  a  sixth  to  the  names  of  the  gallant  'New  Yorkers,*  whom  yon  so 
justly  mention  with  admiration,  as  having,  under  the  folds  of  the  American  flag,  soaked 
with  their  blood  the  soil  before  the  city  of  Mexico. 

"I  know  the  omission  was  accidental,  and  therefore  recall  it  to  your  recollection  t  I  al  • 
lade  to  lieotenant  (now  Captain)  Philip  Kbabnt,  of  the  First  Dragoons,  as  chivalrous 
an  officer  as  ever  wore  spur  or  belted  sabre. 

**  Having  served  ten  years  in  the  far  West  with  his  regiment,  vdth  the  exception  of  two 
passed  in  France,  under  the  requisition  of  Government,  daring  which  he  served  a  cam- 
paign with  the  army  in  Africa,  he  was  aboat  to  resign  his  commiBsion  and  retire  to  his 
estates,  when  the  country  was  startled  by  the  battle  of  Palo  Alto. 

"Hafateningto  Washington,  he  arrived  in  time  to  withdraw  his  resignation,  and  was  em 
powered  to  raise  his  own  troops.    He  immediately'  applied  himself  with  all  his  enerjrius 
to  the  task,  and  by  lavish  expenditures  of  his  own  means,  in  addition  to  the  bounty  offered 
l^  Government,  he  was  soon  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  picked  men  superbly  mounted, 

**  Joining  General  Soott  at  Vera  Cruz,  his  troops  were  made  his  body-guard,  and  par- 
ticipated at  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  enduring,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  army, 
the  f  attgaes  and  exposures  up  to  the  city  of  Paebla. 

**  At  the  battle  of  Churnbasco  his  Dragoons  (it  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  he  was  at  their 
head)  were  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

**  Charging  upon  the  retreating  masses  of  the  enemy,  and  exposed  to  the  murderous  die- 
charge  of  four  batteries,  belching  cross-fires  of  ball  and  grape-shot,  besides  an  incesennt 
torrent  of  mnsketiy  from  all  sides,  his  arm  suddenly  fell  helpless  at  his  side,  shattered  by 
a  ball  a  little  below  the  shoulder.  Although  suffering  intense  pain,  and  bleeding  profusely, 
he  still  retained  his  position  and  command,  till,  becoming  faint,  he  reeled  in  his  saddle, 
and  was  only  prevented  from  falling  by  the  hold  of  one  of  his  dragoons. 

**  From  exhaustion  and  loss  of  blood  he  soon  swooned  entirely  away,  and  being  placed 
In  a  blanket,  was  carried  to  the  rear  of  his  men. 

"  The  next  day  his  arm  was  amputated,  and  at  the  last  accounts  he  was  doing  well. 

**My  acquaintance  is  slight  with  Captain  K.,  much  more  so  than  with  Lieutenant 
SoHVTLSB  HAXtLTON,  the  ouly  other  of  the  gentlemen  that  yon  mention  whom  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  knowing,  but  whose  elegance  and  modesty  in  tiie  drawing-room  fully  pre- 
pared me  for  his  gallantry  in  the  field  of  battle ;  but,  slight  as  it  is,  I  felt  bound  to  call 
four  attention  to  what  I  doubt  not  waa  an  aoddental  omlaalon.'*  Sb 
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and  galloped  furiously  after.  His  original  force,  small  as  it  was,  had 
only  been  augmented  by  a  single  platoon,  under  Captain  Kerb,  who 
was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Habnet  without  a  command.  The 
column  overtook  the  Mexicans  about  a  half  a  mile  outside  the 
Garita  (Barrier  or  Gate)  of  San  Antonio  Abadj  through  which  the 
causeway  enters  the  city.  Beyond  this  commenced  the  suburbs  of 
Mexico. 

Into  the  dense  mass  of  thousands  o/  the  enemy — Saitta  Anna  and 
several  other  generals  were  involved  in  the  tumult — Eeabny  plunged 
his  command.  It  is  not  probable  that  it  exceeded  100  horsemen. 
It  could  not  have  comprised  over  a  hundred  and  fifty  horsemen, 
Tolunteers  included,  had  his  ranks  been  full,  after  deducting 
casualties  and  sick — ^victims  to  the  enemy,  campaigning  and  climata 
It  plunged  into  the  Mexican  armed  crowd,  just  as  one  of  the  Brig- 
antines  of  Cortes  crushed  its  way  onwards  through  the  midst  of  the 
enormous  fleet  of  Aztec  war  canoes  on  a  like  sunny  May-day  (1^21), 
$26  years  previously ;  or  just  as  Cortes  himself,  with  his  devoted 
band,  charged  home,  and  wrested  victory  out  of  defeat 

^  Oat  of  this  nettle  danger  we  placked  the  flower  safetj," 

at  the  famous  battle  of  Otompan,  or  of  Otumba,  on  the  8th  July, 
1520.  Or  perhaps,  even  more  like  the  charge  of  Claverhouse,  at 
Bothwell  Bridge,  after  the  gate  and  barricade  had  been  battered 
down  by  the  artillery  and  cleared  by  the  infantry;  when  that  model 
trooper  of  the  day  followed  up  tiie  Covenanters  until  his  *' Life- 
Guard's  swords  were  blunted  and  their  horses  blown." 

The  sabres  of  the  dragoons  scattered  death  and  dismay  through 
the  Mexican  solckUesoOj  and  hewed  their  way  onwards  with  as  fatal 
effect  as  the  light  broadsides  of  the  vessel  of  the  Conquistador 
throughthefleet  of  their  Aztec  fore&thers.  Those  of  the  crowd 
who  were  not  cut  down  or  ridden  over,  either  threw  themselves 
into  the  ditches  on  either  side  of  the  causeway,  and  dispersed  over 
the  fields,  or  else  jammed  themselves,  in  a  confused  mass,  into  the 
entrance  of  the  barrier. 

A  battery  or  lunette,  mounting  two  guns,  defended  the  Gkuita.'*' 
The  garrison—- either  bewildered  and  terrornstrioken  at  the  wild 

^  Then  waa  a  xegnltr  line  of  defeneea  from  the  Nino  Perdido  Gate  to  that  of  San  An- 
tonio. There  the  lino  stopped.  To  the  left  or  east  of  it  was  a  lunette  connected,  a  qaar- 
ter  of  a  mUe  farther  on,  a  prieat^a  cap  or  swallow-tail,  detached,  and  abont  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  the  left  of  this  again  aalniple  redan  or  flechcwr-"  JTOP  aUacMl  to  QSMal  SsporV* 
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tamult,  which  surged  upon  them  in  all  the  panic  of  a  rout,  instead 
of  the  assured  victory  they  had  been  promiBed,  or  determined  to 
make  good  their  position  regardless  of  their  own  people— now 
opened  their  fire  upon  friend  and  foe,  dealing  death  promiscuously 
amid,  the  crowd. 

Unfortunately,  while  this  charge  was  progresmng  with  so  much 
success,  General  Scott — unaware  of  its  success  or  opportunities — 
had  despatched  an  order  to  aqrest  the  pursuit,  fearful  that  it  might 
be  carried  too  far,  and  compromise  what  had  been  gained.  As  soon 
as  this  order  reached  Colonel  Habnist  "he  caused  the  recall  to  be 
sounded  from  the  rear."  Amid  the  thunder  of  artillery  and  the 
shouts  and  cries  and  uproar  of  the  flight,  the  notes  of  the  bugle  were 
either  unheard  or  unheeded  by  those  in  advance.  Those  in  the 
rear,  however,  gradually  obeyed  the  signal,  and  small  parties  con* 
tinually  dropped  off,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  trumpet  notes  which 
conveyed  the  order  made  themselves  heard.  Thus,  those  who  held 
on  their  adventurous  way  were  soon  reduced  to  "three  or  four  sets 
of  fours."    With  this  hsmd-frdl,  E[eabmt  kept  on  as  undauntedly— 

«Into  tiie  jftwB  of  Death, 
Into  the  month  of  HeU,'* 

as  if  he  had  been  followed  by  the  whole  force  with  which  he 
launched  out  upon  the  enemy.  In  this  he  was  accompanied  by 
"  M^'or  Mills,  of  the  Fifteenth  InfSmtry,  who  had  joined  his  squadron 
as  a  volunteer  after  participating  in  the  fierce  struggle  in  which  his 
own  regiment  had  its  Colonel  wounded  and  one-third  of  its  force 
cut  down. 

Just  in  front  of  the  Gkuita  a  ditch  had  been  dug  nearly  across  the 
causeway.  Although  numbers  of  the  Mexicans  had  been  precipi- 
tated into  this  cut  by  the  pressure  of  the  mass  behind,  it  was  yet 
impassable  for  men  on  horseback.  Perceiving  that  the  Mexican 
mounted  officers — ^mingled  with  the  flying  crowd — abandoned  their 
animals  to  make  their  way  across  this  obstruction  on  foot,  Keabnt 
threw  himself  from  his  saddle,  called  upon  his  men  to  follow,  dashed 
across  the  ditch,  and  threw  himself  into  the  midst  of  the  Mexicans, 
to  enter  the  battery  with  them.  He  was  nobly  supported  by  two 
officers  and  about  a  dozen  dragoons.  It  is  a  sorrow  and  a  shame 
that  American  History  has  not  preserved  the  names  of  all  these 
mea  From  the  context  it  would  appear  that  the  officers  were  Cap- 
tain Akdbbw  F.  McBsTKOLDSy  Third  H.  S.  Dragons,  from  Michi- 
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gan,  who  was  severely  wonnded  on  this  occasion,  and  Lieutenant 
John  Lorimer  Graham,  Tenth  U,  S.  Infantry,  like  Major  Mills, 
serving  with  Captain  Kearny,  and  '^  attached"  to  his  command,  also 
severely  wounded.  It  is  a  very  curious  fact  that  EIearnt,  McRey- 
NOLDS  and  Graiiam,  were  all  three  injured  on  this  Occasion,  in  the 
left  arm.  Major  Mills  fell,  slain  at,  or,  as  claimed,  inside,  the  very 
gates. 

Eearnt  always  had  a  confused  idea  of  what  occurred  at  this 
juncture,  and  yet  he  preserved  a  distinct  recollection  of  many  inter- 
esting incidents.  He  said  that  when  he  threw  himself  into  the 
press,  hewing  his  way  over  the  rampart  and  into  the  battery,  he 
distinctly  saw  one  Mexican  officer  pointing  him  out  to  the  in&ntry 
in  the  work,  and  by  his  gestures*  urging  the  men  to  take  good  aim 
and  shoot  him  down.  The  features  of  this  officer  seemed  to  have 
been  impressed  upon  his  mind  with  such  vivid  force  that  he  could 
have  recognized  him  subsequently.  The  jam  soon  prevented 
Kearny  from  using  his  weapons,  and  it  appeared  as  if  a  hundred 
hands  had  hold  of  him  at  once ;  otherwise,  the  pressure  itself  ren« 
dered  his  sword  arm  powerless.  How  he  extricated  himself  he 
never  could  telL  When  he  found  himself  free,  his  leather  baldrick 
or  cross-belt — to  which  his  officers'  cartridge-box  was  attached — ^was 
gone,  likewise  his  pistol  It  had  been  torn  off  in  the  struggle  to 
get  free,  likewise  his  waist-belt;  yet  he  could  not  remember  how  or 
when.  This  may  be  readily  conceived,  when  the  reader  calls  to  ^ 
mind  that  a  cannon  had  been  belching  forth  death  almost  in  the 
face  of  Ejsarny  and  his  little  band,  striking  down  Americans  and 
Mexicans  on  either  hand.  Thus  fell  the  gallant  Major  Mills;  thus 
the  staunch  MgReynolds  and  Graham  Vere  disabled. 

Nothing  saved  EIeabnt  and  the  survivers  of  his  party  but  the 
panic,  inspired  by  his  audacity.  Terror-stricken,  the  Mexicans  at 
the  moment  when  he  was  in  their  power  seemed  to  have  shrunk 
back  appalled.  They  either  abandoned  their  guns  or  ceased  to 
charge  and  discharge  them ;  and  even  the  musketry  discontinued  its 
fire.  It  was  the  very  churm  of  battle,  a  whirlpool  of  human  life. 
But  the  thunder  of  tiie  tempest  had  a  pause.  Had  Kearny  been 
followed  by  the  number  with  which  he  commenced  this  charge,  or 
had  no  signal  of  recall  been  blown,  and  had  he  been  supported  by  a 
force  of  infantry,  he  could  have  made  his  way  into  tilie  city,  and 
Mexico,  most  probably,  would  have  been  captured  that  day.  From 
the  Gsrita  of  Sa&  Antonio  to  the  Grand  Haza  is  less  than  a  mile 
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and  three-qaarters,  and  within  the  barrier  there  was  not  a  single 
defensive  work,  and  no  organized  defenders  had  there  been  any. 
All  was  indiscriminate  panic,  consequent  confusion  and  flight. 

The  following  extract  firom  the  ^'  other  side,"  or  iMezican  History 
of  this  war,  is  too  complimentary  to  justify  its  omission.  The 
reader  will  pardon  its  inaccuracies,  since  the  Mexicans,  fix)m  their 
own  showing,  were  in  no  condition  to  see  things  clearly  or  relate 
them  accurately : — 

'^  General  Samta  Anna,  with  his  staff  and  General  Alcobta,  re- 
tired also  from  this  place" — ^the  Villa  or  Village  of  Portales,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  bridge-head,  ''which  still 
was  contested."  ''  He  mixed  himself  with  the  cavalry,  and,  desperate, 
gave  the  whip  to  some  of  the  officers,  who  fled.  On  the  causeway 
a  horrible  disorder  was  seen ;  all  were  confounded^  and  pushed  one 
another,  and  trampled  one  another  under  foot 

''The  American  dragoons,  mounted  on  fleet  horses,  coming  up 
to  our  rear-guard,  increased  the  fright,  by  crushing  those  whom  they 
met  Id  their  way.  General  Santa  Anna  reached  the  Garita  of  San 
Antonio,  and  after  him,  the  rest  of  ours,  cut  to  pieces,*  mixed  up 
with  some  of  the  enemy's  dragoons,  intoxicated  with  blood.  The 
men  at  the  guns  discharged  some  grape-shot  among  these,  and  the 
infantry,  feeling  that  their  entrance  was  now  covered,  opened  a 
thick  lire  along  the  causeway,  animated  by  the  presence  of  Gener- 
.als  Santa  Anna,  Alcobta  and  Gaona,  who  personally  commanded 
them.  At  this  moment  an  American  officer,  in  an  uniform  of  blue, 
penetrated  through  the  low  earthen  rampart,  mounted  on  his  horse, 
sword  in  hand,  dealing  sabre-blows,  and  &lling  woxmded  on  the 
esplanade."  ptfark  this:  inside  the  San  Antonio  Gate  must  be 
infened  from  the  Mexican  account]  "Many  swords  were  drawn  to 
kill  him ;  but  the  others  also  hastened  to  defend  him  on  seeing  hiny 
fall.  He  rose  crippled,  radiant  with  valor,  and  smiling  at  the  feli- 
city of  being  at  the  Gates  of  the  CapitaL" 

This  officer  was  Philip  JKjeabntI* 


*  **  It  is  not  often  that  we  prodlgallse  enloginm.  We  do  not  consider  every  ofBcsr  who 
comes  back  wonnded  a  hero.  fThat  epithet  most  be  won  by  more  than  mere  braveiy— it 
belonjcs  only  to  bravery  in  the  excess ;  patience  under  fatigue ;  unm,nnnniing  endnrance 
of  pain,  and  an  anient  thirst  for  glory.  Of  all  the  officers  who  have  foaght  under  oar 
banners,  no  man  has  shown  all  those  characteristics  more  folly  than  Captain  Ebabkt. 
Yet  no  voice  here  has  been  lond  in  his  praise,  no  dty  newspaper  has  invited  pnbllc  atten- 
tion to  hie  gallantry,  and  caUed  npon  the  dtlxens  of  his  native  place  to  do  him  honor.  If 
the  story  of  his  charge  at  Chnmbnsoo  be  not  exsggerated,  certainly  there  is  no  cause  to  be 
shown  why  he  should  receive  two  bzerets,  as  did  Captain  Mat.   Captain  Kbabvt  is  in 
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Finding  himself  alone,  bnt  free,  Kbassy  comprehended  his  situ- 
ation at  once,  that  nothing  was  to  be  done  but  get  out  of  the  scrape 
as  soon  as  possible.  He  accordingly  retraced  his  steps  along  the 
causeway  on  foot  It  would  have  been  fortunate  for  him  had  he 
continued  to  do  so,  for  he  had  scarcely  withdrawn  when  the  Mexi- 
cans remanned  their  guns,  and  commenced  firing  grape  down  the 
road.  Unluckily,  EjBABinr  encountered  one  of  our  dragoon  horses, 
whose  rider  had  been  killed,  sprang  into  the  saddle,  and  attempted 
to  spur  him  into  a  gallop.  But  the  animal  was  done  up,  and  whe- 
ther from  exhaustion  or  wounds,  could  scarcely  hobble  along.  An- 
other discharge  of  grape  npw  tore  down  the  causeway.  While  on 
foot,  the  first  missiles  passed  over  his  head.  Firing  too  high  was  a 
common  fault  of  the  Mexicans.  They  seem  to  have  often  aimed 
along  the  line  of  metal,  without  allowing  for  the  dispart  Being 
elevated  in  the  saddle,  a  single  ball  took  effect  and  completely  shat- 


tne  health,  but  we  regret  to  learn  that  Lleatenant  Gbaham,  who  aocompanied  the  chaige 
and  shared  in  his  mlafortone,  has  not  recoTered  from  the  effect  of  his  wound,  for  the 
want  of  attention,  bnt  has  just  passed  through  a  dangerous  illness.  We  hope  they  may 
both  be  ihortly  again  in  the  saddle.  To  show  that  we  haye  not  exaggerated  the  merit  of 
Captain  Kbabbt,  we  snl^oin  a  description  of  his  and  his  troop^s  share  at  the  battle  of 
Chnmbnaco : 

"The  charge  of  'KmaxxYb  dragoons  upon  the  flying  masses  of  the  Mexicans  in  the 
battle  of  Chnrabaaco  is  one  of  the  most  brilliant  ai^  decisive  feats  which  haye  occurred 
in  the  war.  As  soon  as  our  troops  had  carried  the  formidable  tSU  depofU  by  which  the 
avenue  leading  to  the  dty  was  laid  open  to  cayaliy,  Captain  Kxabitt^s  dragoons  rushed 
upon  the  flying  masses  of  the  Mexicans  with  an  impetuosity  and  f  uiy  which  made  amends 
for  the  scantiness  of  their  numbers,  and  bore  them  back  in  confusion  upon  the  town.  The 
enemy  had  upon  the  causeway  a  force  of  cavalry  fourfold  that  of  our  own,  but  the  nar- 
rowness of  the  avenue  prevented  him  from  availing  himself  of  this  superiority,  and  re- 
duced the  conflict  to  those  single-handed  issues  in  which  the  Mexicans  must  ever  yield  to 
our  prowess.  The  audacity  of  the  onset  of  Ebabhy^s  troops  struck  dismay  to  the  host 
which  fled  before  them.  The  retreat  became  a  confused  rout,  and  the  causeway  was 
blocked  up  by  the  entangled  masses  of  the  enemy.  But  even  through  this  obstacle  the  tri- 
umphant dragoons  forced  their  way,  trampling  down  those  who  escaped  their  relentless 
sabres.  Scattering  their  foe  before  them,  the  dragoons  came  at  last  within  reach  of  the 
formidable  batteries  which  defended  the  gates  of  the  dty,  and  a  murderous  ike  was  opened 
upon  them,  which  was  even  more  terrible  to  the  fugitive  Mexicans  than  to  the  dragoons. 
The  latter  continued  their  pursuit  up  to  the  gates  of  the  dty,  and  were  shot  down  or  made 
prisoners  upon  the  yeiy  parapets  of  its  defences.  This  was  tho  moment,  if  oyer,  that 
Gen.  SooTT  might  have  entered  the  dty,  had  the  Instant  possession  of  it  conformed  to  his 
preconcdved  designs.  Already  had  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  set  up  the  cry  that  tho 
Americans  were  upon  them,  and  the  whole  iK>pulation  was  stricken  defdncdess  by  panic 
terrors.  But  the  dragoons  were  recalled  from  the  pursuit,  and  the  survlyorB  of  that  des- 
perate chai^ge  withdrew,  covered  with  wounds  and  with  honors. 

•«  In  every  narration  of  the  events  of  Chnrubusco  we  have  seen  this  charge  and  pursuit 
of  KvAiurr's  dragoons  commemorated  and  applauded,  but  it  appears  to  haye  impressed 
the  Mexicans  far  more  than  the  popular  mind  of  our  own  countrymen.  In  yarious  letters 
which  we  have  seen  written  by  them  from  the  capital,  they  speak  of  the  audadty  of  the 
dragoons  as  terrible  and  almost  snpematnraL**— i^Mff  Orham  JPUayunt^  2fo9,  tisi^  1847. 
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tered  the  bone  of  Kearny's  left  arm,  between  bis  elbow  and  shoul- 
der. He  desGiibed  the  pain  as  excruciating,  but  still  was  able  to 
keep  the  saddle.  The  flow  of  blood,  however,  soon  brought  on 
such  exhaustion,  that  he  was  about  to  fidl  when  he  came  across  a 
group  of  our  soldiers.  They  staunched  the  blood  as  well  as  they 
were  able,  placed  him  in  a  blanket,  and  carried  him  to  the  hospital 
He  suffered  terribly  until  an  operation  was  performed ;  and  he  often 
said  no  words  could  express  his  sense  of  relief  as  soon  as  the  arm  was 
amputated.  While  Surgeon  De  Leok  was  at  work,  General  Piebcs, 
of  New  Hampshire,  held  his  head.  Ejbabny  often  spoke  with  grati- 
tude of  the  feeling  displayed  on  Hiis  occasion  by  the  future  Plresident 

Thus  had  his  presentiment  been  realized.  He  had  saved  his  life, 
but  lost  his  left  arm  as  he  foretold.  Nor  had  the  words,  lightly 
spoken  at  the  dinner  in  Puebla,  fallen  unheeded  to  the  ground. 
He  had  won  his  brevet,  and  paid  the  price  with  his  left  arm. 

This  was  the  end  of  Keabnt's  service  in  Mexico ;  brief,  but  how 
glorious  I  He  was  not  at  that  time  the  robust  man  he  afterwards 
developed  into,  nor  waa  his  wound  an  ordinary  one.  Scarcely  any 
of  the  arm  was  left,  it  was  taken  off  so  near  the  shoulder.  Before 
the  stump  was  healed,  Scorr  was  in  Mexico,  reveling — ^if  the  con- 
sciousness of  a  triumphant  issuid  due  to  his  superior  generalship  is 
not  thus  correctly  construed,  what  is? — ^in  the  halls  of  the  Mon- 
tezumas. 

On  the  13th  September,  Mexico  was  virtually  captured;  on  the 
14tb,  "Old  Glory"  waved  over  the  National  Palace,  and  Soott  en- 
tered the  city  amid  the  acclamations  of  his  soldiers. 

Captain  J.  W.  P >  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  serving  as  Infan- 
try, stood  with  the  remains  of  his  regunent,  drawn  up  in  the  Grand 
Plaza  when  Scorr  entered.  The  old  General,  the  hero  of  two  wars, 
was  in  full  and  splendid  uniform.  Conspicuous  above  all  the  rest 
towered  the  grand  Commander-in-Chief,  as  magnificent  a  specimen 
of  an  American  as  he  was  an  iQustrious  example  of  a  general  Be- 
hind followed  an  escort  of  dragoons,  grand  men  on  tall  horsea 
As  the  honored  Chief  entered  the  open  square,  a  loud  hurrah,  a 
shout  such  as  can  issue  from  none  other  than  Anglo>Saxon  throats, 
burst  from  the  troops  already  drawn  up  there.  Brandishing  their 
sabres  high  in  air,  the  dragoons  responded  with  a  like  manly  hur- 
rah ;  and  the  old  walls  and  buildings  echoed,  until  they  seemed 
to  shake,  to  such  victorious  dieers  aa  no  Latin  of  Hybrid  race  can 
atter* 
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Sta  the  Jlrst  man  v)fu>  had  entered,  ewardin  handy  thegate  oj 
that  captured  capUaly  waa  Captain  Philip  Ebasnt. 

DOCUMENTS. 

BZTRACTS  FHOX  OFFICIAL  BBP0RT9. 

*'  Arriymg  here,  the  18th  (Angnst),  Wobth's  diTision  and  HABinsY's  cayaliy 
were  poshed  forwud  a  league  to^reconnoitre,  and  to  cany  or  to  mask  San  Antonio, 
on  the  direct  road  to  the  capital  This  yiUage  was  found  strongly  defended  l)y 
field  works,  heavy  gons,  and  a  numerous  garrison.  It  could  only  be  tuned  by 
infantry  to  the  left  over  a  field  of  Yolcanic  rocks  and  lava  \  for,  to  our  right,  the 
ground  was  too  boggy.  It  was  soon  ascertained,  by  the  daring  engineers.  Captain 
MAflON,  and  Lieutenants  Stbysms  and  TowsB,  that  the  point  could  only  be 
approached  by  the  front,  over  a  narrow  causeway,  flanked  with  wet  ditches  of 
great  depth*  WOBiH  was  ordered  not  to  attack,  but  to  threaten,  and  to  mask  the 
place. 

<^The  first  shot  fired  from  San  Antonio  (the  18th)  killed  Captain  S.  Thobbton, 
Second  Dragoons,  a  gallant  officer,  who  was  covering  the  operations  with  his 
company. 

'*  The  same  day  a  reconnoissance  was  commenced  to  the  luft  of  San  Augustin, 
first  over  difficult  mounds,  and  farther  on  over  the  same  field  of  volcanic  rocks 
and  lava  which  extend  to  the  mountains,  some  five  miles  from  San  Antonio 
towards  Msgdaleniw  This  reconnoissance  was  continued  to-day  by  Captain  Lbb, 
assisted  by  lieutenants  BBAUBkaABD  and  To wss,  all  of  the  engineers,  who  were 
joined  in  the  afternoon  by  Major  Smith,  of  the  same  corps.  Other  divisions 
coming  up.  Pillow's  was  advanced  to  make  a  practicable  road  for  heavy  artUleryi 
and  Twiggs'  thrown  farther  in  front  to  cover  that  operation ;  for,  by  the  partial 
reconnoissance  of  yesterday.  Obtain  Lbe  discovered  a  large  corps  of  observation 
in  that  direction,  with  a  detachment  of  which  his  supports  of  cavalry  and  foot, 
under  Captain  Keasnt  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gbahah,  respectively,  had  a  suc- 
cessful skirmish."  (Compare  Semmss'  ^'Service  Afloat  and  Ashore,"  pages  878 
-884.) 

Majcr-OeMTQl  Scott*s  Official  Bepart,  No.  5,  (/  Mtf  "  SaUUi  qf  CoiUrerat  and  Chunh 
busco,""  JCxecuUve  Doeumenta^  No.  1,  page  804. 

**  Arriving  at  Coyoacan,  two  miles  by  a  crossroad  from  the  rear  of  San  An^ 
tooio,  I  first  detached  Captain  Leb,  engineer,  with  Captain  Ebabny's  troop,  First 
Dragoons,  supported  by  the  rifle  regiment,  under  Major  Lobino,  to  reconnoitre 
that  strong  point ;  and  next  despatched  Major-General  Pillow,  with  one  of  the 
brigades,  (Cadwalladeb's,)  to  make  the  attack  upon  it,  in  concert  with  Major- 
General  Wobth  on  the  opposite  side." 

Moior-Genirdl  %oovf  QffiHdl  SipoH,  JMd.,  No.  a,  paff4  8081 

'^  As  soon  as  the  iete  deponi  was  carried,  the  greater  part  of  Wobth's  and 
Pillow's  forces  passed  that  bridge  in  rapid  pursuit  of  the  flying  enemy.  These 
distinguished  Generals  coming  up  with  Brigadier-General  Shields,  now  also 
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▼ictorions,  the  three  oontinned  to  press  upon  the  fogitiyes  to  within  a  nule  and  a 
h&lf  of  the  capital.  Here  Colonel  Habnet,  -with  a  small  part  o£  his  brigade  of 
cavaliy,  rapidl j  passed  to  the  front,  and  charged  the  enemjr  up  to  the  nearest 
gate. 

**  The  cayalry  charge  was  headed  hy  Captain  Kbabnt,  of  the  First  Dragoons 
ha%'ing,  in  squadron,  with,  his  own  troop,  that  of  Captain  McBetnolds,  of  the 
Third — making  the  nsnal  escort  to  general  headquarters )  bnt,  being  early  in  the 
day  attached  to  general  service,  was  now  under  Colonel  Harney's  orders.  The 
gallant  Captain^  not  hearing  the  reeaU  that  had  been  sounded,  dashed  up  to  the 
San  Antonio  gate,  sabring  in  his  way  all  who  resisted.  Of  the  seven  officers  of 
the  squadron,  Esabnt  lost  his  left  arm,  McBetnolds  and  lieutenant  Lobdieb 
Graham  were  both  severely  wounded,  and  lieutenant  R.  S.  Ewell,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  the  escort,  had  two  horses  killed  under  him.  Major  F. 
.  D.  Mills,  of  the  Fifth  In&mtry,  a  Yolunteer  in  this  charge^  was  killed  at  the 
gate." 

MajCT'QtMral  Soon*s  Q^do;  Sipori,  IMd.^  JJTo.  8S,  piige  815. 

^  Captain  Kearnt,  of  the  First  Dragoons,  commanding  a  squadron  composed 

of  his  own  and  Captain  McRetnolds'  companies,  was  on  duty  with  my  division 

during  the  action,  and  made  his  way  with  great  difficulty  across  the  wide  and 

marshy  fields  and  deep  ditches.    Seeing  no  field  for  the  action  of  his  fine  squadron 

until  the  tete  de  pont  was  carried,  I  had  held  him  in  reserve.    I  then  let  him  loose. 

Furious  was  his  charge  upon  the  retreating  foe,  dealing  death  with  the  unerring 

sabre,  until  he  reacned  the  very  suburbs  of  the  city,  and  drew  from  Uie  enemy's 

batteries  at  the  garita  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire,  by  which  the  gallant  Captain 

lost  his  left  arm ;  and  Captain  McRetnolds,  Hurd  Dragoons,  who  noblyysus- 

tained  the  daring  movements  of  his  squadron  commander,  was  also  wound^  in 

the  left  arm.    Both  of  these  fine  companies  sustained  severe  losses  in  their  rank 

and  file  also." 

Jfc^or-Oeneral  Pillow^s  OJMal  Beport^  IHd.^  page  340-1. 

**  The  reports  of  Major  Sumner,  commanding  First  Battalion,  and  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Moore,  commanding  Second  Battalion,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
herewith,  will  show  in  what  manner  the  other  troops  and  squadrons  of  my  com- 
mand were  employed.  The  three  troops  of  horse,  brought  by  nu^  on  the  field, 
being  ordered  away  in  different  directions,  Major  Sumner  and  myself  soon  found 
ourselves  without  commands.  I  then  employed  myself  with  my  staff  in  rallying 
fugitives  and  encouraging  our  troops  on  the  left  of  the  main  road.  Major  Sumner, 
towards  the  close  of  the  engagement,  was  placed  by  the  general-in-chief  in  charge 
of  the  last  reserve,  consisting  of  the  rifle  regiment  and  one  company  of  horse,  and 
was  ordered  to  support  the  left  This  force  was  moving  rapidly  to  take  its  posi- 
tion in  line-of-battle,  when  the  enemy  broke  and  fled  to  the  a.tj.  At  tUs 
moment,  perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  retreating  in  disorder  on  one  of  the  main 
causeways  leading  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  I  collected  all  the  cavalry  in  my  reach, 
consisting  of  parts  of  Captain  Eerr'^  company,  Second  Dragoons,  Captain 
Kearny's  company,  First  Dragoons,  and  pursued  them  vigorously  until  we  were 
halted  by  the  discharge  of  the  batteries  at  their  gate.  Many  of  the  enemy  were 
overtaken  in  the  pursuit  and  cut  down  by  our  sabres,    I  cannot  speak  in  terms 
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too  complxnientarj  of  the  manner  in  which  the  chaige  .was  ezecated.  My  only 
difScolty  was  in  restraining  the  impetnositj  of  my  men  and  officers,  who  seemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  who  should  be  foremost  in  the  porsnit  Captain  Kj&abnt 
gallantly  led  his  squadron  into  the  very  intrenchments  of  the  enemy,  and  had  the 
misfortone  to  lose  an  arm  from  a  grape-shot  fired  from  a  gun  at  one  of  the  main 
gates  of  the  capitaL  Captain  MgReynolds  and  lienteiiant  Graham  were  also 
womidedy  and  lieutenant  Ewell  had  two  horses  shot  under  him." 

ColoMl  WiLLZAX  S.  HABinT*s  QficUU  Btportt  Ibid,  page  847. 

**  Return  of  kOled^  wounded,  and  missing  of  the  army  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Idajor-Qeneral' WlNFiBUD  Scon  on  the  19th  and  dOth  August,  1847. 

habnet's  bbigadb. 

\  KUled: 

* 

^  Hrst  Bragoons,  Company  F  CEBABNY's)^FziTatei  Tatslok.  Habt,  Jambs 
McDonald,  — -^  McBbofo:^  John  Bittieb. 

•  •••••• 

"  Thixd  Singooiis,  Company  K  (MoBBTsrofiDBO— Pkitatos  Edwabd  Cubtis, 
AvQuanm  Bbbboll^  Qbobob  Duveb. 

Waundsd: 

"  Eirsfe  Dragoons,  Company  F  (KBAB2inr's>—(7apto/9i  Philip  Eeabnt,  severely  ^ 
last  left  arm;  Lieutenant  Lobimeb  Gbaham,  (Tenth  Infantry,)  aUachedy 
severely* 

<*  Third  Dragoons,  Company  E(M;GrB]SY2iOLDS')—(7aptoMA«T.  McRetnolds, 

■ereralyi  pdrato Cowbbn." 

JSsnal$J§a§eutko$  2)oeumitU,  Jfo.  UI>4cemlm%VM.pag4  4SL 


CHAPTER    XII. 

HOME,      SWEET     HOMB< 

•  ^  m  «« Behold  my  success  in  yonrienice,*' and  the  ABBiprodnoed  a  lOBsletther 
case,  richly  Inlaid  with  gold. 

**  Faith,  Abbb,"  said  I,  **  am  I  to  understand  that  this  is  a  present  for  yonr  eldest 
papil?" 

*'Ton  are,**  said  Mowtjibuu*,  opeuiofir  the  case,  and  producing  a  sword ;  the  light  fell 
upon  the  hilt,  and  I  drew  back  dazzled  with  its  lustre ;  it  was  covered  with  stones*  sppar^ 
ently  of  the  most  costly  value.  Attached  to  the  hilt  was  a  laUe  of  purple  velviet,  on  whichi 
in  letters  of  gold,  was  inscribed,       •      •      • 

*Tis  a  sword  of  Spain**      •      •      • 

**  Behold  I  I  have  a  weapon: 
A  better  never  did  itself  sustain 
Upon  a  soldier's  thigh  I      •      •      • 

Othxumk 

After  his  return  from  Mexico,  in  December,  1847,  decorated 
with  the  loBS  of  hia  left  arm,  and  honored  with  a  brevet — which  he 
had  won  as  justly  as  ever  a  brevet  was  earned — for  dlstingobhed 
gallantry  in  action — ^for  which,  alone,  such  a  distinction  should  be 
conferred— >Major  KEABinr  was  on  recruiting  service  in  the  city  of 
New  York  from  May,  1848,  to  July,  1851.  During  this  period,  for 
the  first  time  in  many  years,  he  was  settled  down  in  the  midst  of 
his  few  surviving  relatives  and  many  friends,  and  happy  in  his  own 
home,  built  on  a  portion  of  the  country  seat  of  his  great-grand- 
father on  his  mother's  side,  Honorable  John  Watts,  senior.  He 
used  to  speak  with  delight  of  this  period,  when  he  was  ^^  master  of  his 
own  establishment,  his  nice  garden,  and  pretty  play-ground  for  his 
cliildren,"  in  his  native  city, 

During  his  sojourn  in  New  York,  a  compliment  was  paid  him  which 
he  always  seemed  to  regard  as  the  most  welcome  token  of  his  fellow 
citizens'  appreciation  of  his  military  services.  A  great  many  per- 
sons at  the  time,  especially  New  Yorkei'S,  did  not  think  that  the 
government  had  taken  sufficient  notice  of  Kearny's  gallantry 
at  the  Gates  of  Mexico.  Many  officers  had  received  two  brevets 
for  fiur  less  conspicuous  merit     In  fact,. such  was  the  injustioe 

158 
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shown  that  one  of  tht)  finest  officers  in  the  service  returned  his 
brevet  in  disgust  Phiup  Kearny  was  a  member  of  the  Union 
Club,  a  body  of  gentlemen,  which  comprised  numbers  of  the  first 
men  of  the  city,  both  as  to  position  and  intelligence.  This  body  of 
representative  citizens  determined  to  present  a  '^  costly  and  superb 
testimonial"  of  their  feelings  towards  their  fellow-member  "  for 
gallantry  during  the  Mexican  War,  but  especially  at  Churubusco." 
This  testimonial  was  a  '^  magnificent  sword,"  which  was  indeed 
magnificent  for  the  time  when  it  was  made.  As  a  rich  and  chaste 
specimen  of  art  it  has  never  been  exceeded,  although  more  money 
has  been  lavished  upon  similar  presentation  gifts  in  recent  years. 
^  The  guard  was  formed  by  a  large  spread  eagle  in  gold,  holding  in 
its  beak  the  head  of  a  serpent,  the  folds  of  which  constituted  the 
guard,  which  was  studded  with  agates.  The  handle  itself  was  solid 
silver,  richly  chased,  and  it  was  fastened  to  the  blade  of  '^the  ice- 
brook's  temper,"  arabesqued  and  polished  in  perfect  taste. 

"^  The  scabbard,  wluch  was  also  of  sold  silver,  was  relieved  with 
ornaments  in  gold  and  etchings.  In  a  long  oval  was  a  sketch  of 
the  battle  of  Churubusco,  where  Captain  Kearny  lost  his  left  arm, 
and  within  a  circle,  the  word  "  CntTRUBusoo."  Upon  one  of  the 
bands  was  a  representation  of  Hercules  crushing  the  Serpent,  and 
on  another  a  military  device,  admirably  arranged.  The  following 
inscription  shows  the  purpose  of  the  gift : — ^^  Presented  to  Captain 
Phuip  Ejbabny,  Jr.,  First  Regiment  U.  S.  Dragoons,  by  his  Friends 
and  Associates,  members  of  the  Union  Club,  New  York,  1848." 

The  sword  was  enclosed  in  a  curiously  contrived  case  of  black 
walnut,  which  was  worthy  of  the  weapon  it  contained. 

When  bis  body  lay  in  state,  prior  to  his  interment,  in  the  parlor 
of  his  mansion  at  Belle  Grove,  this  sword  was  clasped  in  the  arms 
of  the  dead  soldier,  dosely  pressed  to  that  bosom  which  had  twice 
been  decorated  by  the  handd  of  foreign  sovereigns,  for  the  same 
pre-eminent  soldiership  that  won  the  exquisite  weapon  for  the 
fallen  warrior— -a  weapon  his  patriotic  right  arm  never  again  could 
wield  for  the  country  he  loved  so  dearly,  the  country  for  which  he 
died. 


k 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

THE  QOLDEN  QMXB;  AND  YICIOBT  ON  XHB  BOOUX  UVBB. 

"  Taubbkd  TSDTLiir  1  that  I  shonld  say  so,  and  bo  like  to  be  near  my  latter  end,**  e)aen- 
Ated  the  Captain ;  bat  nnder  his  breath,  '*  what  will  become  of  oa,  now  they  have  broogh  t 
muaketzy  to  enooonter  our  azchexs  f* 

Bm  Waltsb  SooTT^a  ^*Legmd  qf  MontroM,'* 

Ik  midsummer,  1851,  Keabnt  received  orders  to  join  his  com- 
pany in  California,  and  sailed  for  San  Francisco  in  August  of  that 
year. 

Thither  he  was  not  unwilling  to  proofed,  as  he  wished  to  look 
after  some  very  large  investments  made  for  him  by  an  agent,  but 
without  his  knowledge.  These  turned  out  very  unfortunately,  and 
swallowed  up  a  fortune.  Nevertheless,  as  lucky  in  his  daring  specu- 
lations as  in  his  military  dashes,  he  more  than  retrieved  the  loss 
while  at  the  «  Golden  Gate." 

The  writer  has  reason  to  be  well  acquainted  with  all  these  circum- 
stances, for  to  him,  as  to  a  brother,  in  preference  to  all  others  in  the 
world,  Phil  KEAsmr  came  for  assistance  in  difficulties  for  which  he 
was  in  no  way  responsible  in  honor  nor  called  upon  to  remedy, 
except  through  that  high  sense  of  chivalry  and  regard  for  his  name 
which  always  distinguished  his  actions.  Prostrate  from  typhoid 
fever  and  almost  powerless,  the  writer  was  still  happy  to  be  able  to 
accomplish  all  that  was  necessary,  and  this  &ct  is  mentioned  simply 
to  demonstrate  the  mutual  confidence  and  .affection  at  crises  which 
existed  between  his  cousin  and  himsel£ 

It  was  during  this  period  of  Kbasnt's  residence  in  New  York 
that  he  experienced  that  attack  of  varioloid — ^taken  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty — ^which  was  almost,  as  severe  as  the  worst  form  of  small- 
pox. He  was  very  deeply  scarred  in  consequence  of  this  disease, 
and  through  it  a  complete  alteration  was  wrought  in  his  appearance. 
Not  only  were  his  features  affected,  but  a  complete  physical  change 
occurred.  From  this  time  forward  he  began  to  spread  and  develop 
into  that  magnificent  figure  of  a  trooper  which  attracted  the  atten- 
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tion  of  every  one  who  saw  him  as  he  lay  upon  the  embahning  table. 
From  this  time,  also,  that  resemblanee  between  the  cousins,  which 
had  so  often  attracted  notice,  terminated,  and  was  no  longer 
remarked. 

Major  Phiup  Keabmt  had  scarcely  been  transferred  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast  when  he  demonstrated  the  truth  of 
what  has  so  often  been  claimed  for  him,  that  he  seemed  destined  to 
shine  in  whatever  he  undertook.  His  summer  campaign  of  1851, 
against  the  Rogue  River  Indians,  was  one  of  the  most  telling  blows 
ever  delivered  by  our  army  in  this  harassing  warfare.  These  sav- 
ages at  that  period  were  the  most  wicked,  most  warlike,  and  most 
difficult  to  subdue  of  all  the  tribes  on  our  Pacific  coast.  What 
rendered  them  more  formidable  was  the  fact  that  they  occupied  a 
district  which  intercepted  all  intercourse  between  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia ;  scattered  along  and  across  the  direct  road,  north  and  south, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Rogue  River,  which  drains  a  rugged,  moun- 
tainous wilderness,  and  flows  as  a  general  thing  west  and  perpen- 
dicular to  the  coast,  emptying  into  the  Pacific,  twenty  miles  south 
of  Port  Orford,  and  fifty  miles  north  of  Crescent  City. 

Much  information  in  regard  to  this  expedition  is  derived  from 
Major-General  Rupus  Ingaxls,  Chief  Quartermaster  for  so  many 
campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomaa  At  that  time  he  was 
stationed  at  Fort  Vancouver,  on  the  Washington  shore  of  the 
Columbia  River,  where  he  fitted  out  Major  EIeabnt.  To  use  his 
language,  ^'  this  handsome  campaign  opened  that  country.'*  It  has 
often  been  commented  upon  with  surprise  how  Kbabnt,  one-armed 
as  he  wa&  kept  his  saddle  on  all  occasions,  even  when  the  march 
1^  alon^  mountain  tracks  most  dangerous,  and  oft^en  seemingly 
impracticable  for  a  soldier  on  horseback ;  tracks  difficult  enough 
for  the  sure  footed  mules.  The  principal  engagement  was  that  of 
the  Table  Rock,  laid  down  on  the  maps  as  Fort  Lane,  about  mid- 
way between  Roseburg,  north,  and  Crescent  City,  south.  The 
fonner  (Roseburg)  is  the  residence  of  Joe  Lane,  as  he  was  famili- 
ai-ly  styled,  then  Gtevemor  of  the  Territory,  who  wrote  to  E[eabnt 
one  of  the  most  flattering  letters  which  can  reward  an  officer  who 
has  succeeded  in  solving  a  difficult  and  dangerous  problem.  He 
gave  him  the  greatest  credit  for  the  ability  with  which  he  had 
planned,  and  the  resolution  with  which  he  had  executed  his  opera- 
tions. The  fight  at  the  Table  Rock  was  a  complete  triumph.  It 
awed  the  savages,  pacified  the  district,  and  accomplished  the  great 


156      BioaaAPHT  of  uajob-general  philip  ksabnt. 

object  in  view,  making  the  route  safe  between  onr  farthest  north- 
western territory  and  California.  On  this  occasion  a  very  gallant 
officer  fell — Captain  Stewabt,  who  passed  through  the  whole  Mexi- 
can  war  with  distinction,  unscathed,  to  die  at  the  hands  of  a  miser* 
able  Indian,  shot  through  the  body  with  an  arrow  by  that  savage 
whom  he  had  rushed  forward  to  save  &om  the  just  fury  of  our 
troops.  The  torture  which  preceded  his  decease  must  have  been 
terrific,  as  was  testified  by  his  reply  to  Major  Keabnt's  question, 
'^Stewabt,  are  you  sufferiiig  much?"  "Suffering!  I  feel  as  if  a 
red  hot  bar  of  iron  was  thrust  through  my  bowels." 

Major  EsABNT  took  the  greatest  pride  in  the  letter  which  he 
received  from  Governor  Lane  of  Oregon  in  relation  to  these  engage- 
ments and  their  happy  results.  This  letter  he  exhibited  to  the 
writer  when  next  they  met  with  an  honest  exultation,  such  as  he 
seldom  displayed,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  able  and  brilliant 
soldiership.  This  letter,  like  all  the  rest  of  the  testimonials  which 
Keasnt  received  firom  time  to  time,  is  no  longer  to  be  found. 
As  soon  as  the  present  work  was  projected,  a  letter  was  addressed 
to  Governor  Lahe  in  the  hope  that  a  copy  of  it  might  have  been 
preserved  by  him.  The  following  is  the  Grovemor's  reply,  but  it 
cannot  approach  the  concise  elegance  with  which  he  expressed  his 
commendation  in  the  original  document : 

BosEBUBO,  Oregon,  April  27ih,  1868. 
Gkhbiul  ds  FETSTBB: 

Sm :— I  regret  my  inability  tofnmlahyoa  a  copj  o£  the  letter  yon  mention  in 
yonrs  of  the  2l8t  January,*  bnt  it  afiforda  me  pleasure  to  supply,  aa  well  aa  I  can 
from  memoiy,  a  brief  statement  of  the  conduct,  in  Oregon,  of  the  late  G^eral 

*  NxwYoBK,Ma89EABrSISTSTBSSSi  JaiiOAi7Sl8t.l8a. 

Chvemor  Josxph  LAxn,/brfMrlv,  about  ISO,  Ocvemor  <tf  Onffon  : 

Sot:— The  i>«non  irho  mOdnrnm  yon  to  the  ooaihi,  ooJieIr,  and  Mognplier  cf  Major^tanenil 
Pbiup  KsAWfT.  Alwut  tlio  year  IMS.  or  ISES.  my  ooniuiii,  Qeneral  Kxaskt,  then  Major  United  . 
States  Dragoona,  came  to  my  hotiae  on  the  Hadaon*  having  Jort  retained  from  the  Pacific  coast  and 
his  campaign  against  the  Rogue  Btrer  Tndianm  which  ga^e  peace  to  that  Territocy.  He  showed 
me  alettor  from  yon, in  which  he  seemed  to  take  great  pride.  In  thto  yon  gave  him  the  highest 
credit  for  the  ability  with  wliich  he  had  fanned  the  expedition,  and  for  the  vigor  and  intrepidity 
with  which  he  had  carried  It  oot. 

If  I  recollect  aright,  yon  stated  in  that  letter  that  the  chasttaement  which  ho  had  InfUeted  on 
those  partienlazly  lawless  tribes  had  given  peace  to  the  State  or  Territory  of  which  yoa  were  the 
Ezecutive.  What  has  become  of  thto  valuable  testimonial,  I  know  not  If  yoa  ooold  gtre  me  a 
duplicate  of  it  yoa  weald  oblige  me  exceedbiiAy.  If  you  cannot  give  me  a  copy,  can  you  not  give 
me  a  paraphi  as%  or  a  certiaeate  of  equal  f  oree,  to  embody  la  the  General's  biography. 

Your  early  attention  to  thto  will  exceedingly  oblige  me,  and  assist  me  to  present  to  the  wertd 
propel^  a  peenllar  phase  to  the  life  of  my  oousln. 

YciyraipeotfuUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATTS  ss  FEYBIEIL 
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Keabnt,  the  important  results  of  which  indaced  from  myself  the  merited  comply 
ment  to  which  yon  allnde. 

Daring  the  summer  of  1851  Biajor  Phil  E[BABirr  receiyed  orders  to  proceed 
with  two  companies  of  United  States  Dragoons,  Captains  Stbwabt  and  Walkebi 
from  Oregon  to  some  point  in  California.  £n  route,  he  was  informed  of  a  recent 
attack  of  the  Bogue  River  Indians,  in  which  they  succeeded  in  killing  quite  a 
number  of  miners,  and  doing  other  mischief. 

These  Indians  were  at  that  time  the  most  warlike  and  formidable  tribe  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  Never  having  known  defeat,  they  were  exceedingly  bold  in  their 
depredations  upon  the  miners  and  settlers,  and  were  the  terror  of  all.  Major 
Kearny  determined,  if  possible,  to  give  them  battle,  and  finally  found  them,  three 
hundred  braves  strong,  in  the  occupation  of  an  excellent  position.  He  ordered  an 
attack,  and,  after  a  sharp  engagement,  succeeded  in  dislodging  them,  killing,  wound- 
ing, and  capturing  fifty  or  more.  It  was  here  that  the  lamented,  brave,  and  bril- 
liant Stbwabt  fell.  The  Indians  retreated  across  Bogue  Biver,  and  feeling  that 
they  had  not  been  sufficiently  chastised,  the  Major  concluded  to  pursue  them,  and, 
whilst  in  the  prosecution  of  this  purpose,  I  joined  him.  He  followed  until  the 
Indians  made  a  stand  quite  favorable  to  themselves  on  Evans  Creek,  about  thirty 
miles  distant  from  the  scene  of  their  late  disaster.  Here  he  again  attacked  them, 
killed  and  wounded  a  few,  and  captured  about  forty,  among  the  latter  a  very  import- 
ant prisoner  in  the  person  of  the  Great  Chiefs  favorite  wife.  By  means  of  this 
capture,  and  these  successes  an  advantageous  peace  was  obtained.  Being  an  eye- 
witntes,  in  part,  of  Kbabnt's  movements  and  action,  I  can,  with  great  truth,  and 
do  with  no  less  pleasure,  bear  testimony  to  his  gallantry  as  a  soldier  and  his  ability 
as  an  officer.  I  was  then,  and  still  am,  sensible  of  the  great  good  secured  to 
Oregoa  by  his  achievements  at  that  particular  time. 
Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  aerraat} 

(Sigiwd)  Joseph  *LAinB. 


CHAPTER   XIV. 

KEABNT      ▲     WANDEREB. 

^ And  from  his  natlTe  land  resolT*d  to  so, 
And  Yisit  scorching  dimes  beyond  the  sea.^ 

Btboh'i  **CMkU  Earold/* 

''Ton  snn  that  sets  npon  the  sea, 
We  follow  in  his  flight ; 
farewell  awhile  to  him  and  thee, 
My  native  land— Good  Night  I'* 

"Dnmtu  **ChUd€  Harold.^ 

**  Sir,  to  a  wise  man  all  the  world^s  a  foil : 
It  is  not  Italy,  nor  France,  nor  Europe 
That  mast  bound  me,  if  my  fates  call  me  forth; 
Tet,  I  protest,  it  is  no  salt  desire 
Of  seeing  countries,  shifting  for  a  religion. 
If  or  any  ditaffeetion  to  the  state 
Where  I  tocu  bred^  and  unto  which  I  ow$ 
My  dearest  plote,  hath  brought  me  out.^ 

B.  JoBNS(nii*8  •*  VolponeJ* 

m 

EEABNT  A  WANDERER. 

After  tihat  gloriously  saccessful  campaign  against  the  Rogue 
River  Indians,  in  which  Governor  Lane  bears  such  explicit  testi- 
mony to  his  enterprise,  gallantry,  and  efficiency,  Kearnt  was  sta- 
tioned in  different  parts  of  California.  All  his  own  letters,  which  * 
were  exceedingly  able  and  interesting,  have  been  either  lost,  mis- 
laid, or  destroyed ;  but  the  writer  has  been  able  to  find  a  series  of 
intimations  from  the  only  surviving  relative  on  his  mother^s  side, 
his  aunt,  in  which  his  movements  are  constantly  referred  to. 

In  one,  written  out  to  Europe  on  the  7th  October,  1851 :  "I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Major  Phil  this  morning,  he  desires  remem- 
brance to  you;  he  is  at  his  quarters  in  the  beautiful  Valley  of  So- 
noma (in  Northwestern  California),  well  contented  with  the  balmy 
breezes  and  the  society  of  some  right  pleasant  officers — ^is  going  to 
take  a  look  at  Southern  California;  expects  to  receive  the  accept- 
ance of  his  resignation  about  the  middle  of  this  month,  and  then 

168 
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comes  home.  I  am  sorry  for  this ;  I  had  set  my  heart  npon  your 
meeting  him  on  the  top  of  the  Pyramids ;  now  you  must  not  go 
until  next  year,  when  you  and  Phil  can  take  a  &esh  start  from 
New  York.  I  think  that  will  be  delightfuL  We  can  all  think  serious- 
ly about  it  when  the  Major  comes  to  New  York." 

On  the  14th  November,  the  same  oorrespoiment  wrote :  "  I  have 
received  another  letter  from  the  Major ;  still  enjoying  himself  to  the 
Ml,  expecting  now  daily  to  hear  that  his  resignation  is  accepted, 
and  be  off  to  France  by  way  of  China,  India,  and  Egypt;  a  snug 
way  to  get  to  Paris.  He  has  a  great  deal  of  military  parade,^  guard- 
mounting  at  nine  and  a  half  in  the  morning,  dress  foot  parade  at 
retreat,  with  trumpets  sounding,  sometimes  with  full  band  (military 
doings),  from  day-break  until  nine  at  night,  tattoo.  His  advice  to 
have  a  post  established  at  a  certain  point  has  been  approved  by 
General  Httchcock  (Fort  Lane,  on  the  Bogcie  River  scene  of  his 
victory!)  on  his  visit  to  Oregon." 

Kearny's  next  letter,  dated  14th  November,  1851,  spoke  of  sailing 
the  next  day  in  the  United  States  ship-of-war  Yincennes,  as  a  guest 
of  the  Conunander,  Captain  Hudson,  to  the  Sasdwich  Islands,  from 
thence  to  proceed  to  China,  Calcutta,  Bombay,  where  he  expected 
to  arrive  in  April,  1852. 

As  intended,  he  sailed  in  the  'Vincennes,  for  China,  stopping  on 
the  way  at  the  Sandwich  Islands.  On  the  7th  December,  1851,  he 
was  at  Honolulu.  "He  had  the  upper  and  second  story  in  a  new 
cottage  with  a  piazza  running  around ;  the  native  family  (a  chiefs) 
occupied  the  lower.  He  bi-eakfasted  with  them,  or  m  his  own 
apartments,  and  dined  at  a  French  restaurant  The  Yincennes,  a 
noble  ship,  struck  the  trade  winds  in  four  days,  then  went  on  dash- 
ingly, making,  for  hom-s  at  a  time,  twelve  knots." 

Hence,  Keabnt  went  round  the  whole  world,  and  met  with  a 
great  many  strange  and  interesting  adventures.  He  visited  a  great 
many  places,  whither  Americans  very  laeldom  go,  except  in  the  pui> 
suit  of  gain.  He  appears  to  have  stopped  at  Ceylon,  and  on  his  re- 
turn was  full  of  his  stories  of  strange  lands,  but  always  declared 
that  he  had  seen  no  such  scenery — ^which  united  all  those  beauties, 
which  afforded  him  the  most  pleasure, — as  the  banks  of  the  Noith 
River  immediately  opposite  the  glorious  Catskills. 

Again  and  again,  while  at  Tivoli,  and  standing  on  our  pine- 
clothed  shore,  with  our  magnificent  mountains  before  his  eyes,  our 
majestic  river  at  his  feet^  and  the  murmur  of  air,  of  trees,  and  of 
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waves  whispering  muBio  in  his  ears,  he  waa  wont  to  exclaim :  "  I  have 
been  throughout  the  world,  and,  after  all,  when  I  get  back  here  and 
look  around  me,  I  feel  I  have  seen  nothing  more  beautiful,  nothing 
so  beautiful  elsewhere.**  Or,  as  he  remarked  at  another  time,  *'  The 
more  I  gaze  upon  tl^  scenery,  the  more  it  satisfies.  One  can  dwell 
in  its  midst,  or  retuna  to  it  again  and  again,  without  its  tiring.  It 
is  satisfyingly  lovely.  Always  the  same  in  its  features  and  ^eets, 
yet  ever  chan^g  in  its  expression,  and  ever  preienting  some  new 
or  hitherto  unnoted  chann." 

In  the  spring  of  1858,  Eeabnt  was  in  Paris,  where  the  writer 
met  him  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  society  of  the  distinguished 
officers  with  whom  he  had  served  under  the  torrid  sun  of  A&ica, 
and  with  whom  he  was  destined  to  serve  again  under  the  scarcely 
less  burning  sky  of  Italy — soldiers  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word, 
who  appreciated  him*  as  a  glorious  type  of  an  American  soldier.  One 
of  these  was  that  cavahy  Greneral  Mobbis  so  often  mentioned  in 
orders  for  brilliant  feats  of  arms.  When  Keabnt  first  knew  him 
he  was  Major  of  the  Chasseurs  d'Afriqua  Since  that  time  he  had 
risen  to  the  rank  of  General  of  Division  in  the  Cavalry  of  the  Im- 
perial Guard.  Between  1840  and  1858  he  had  distinguished  him- 
self on  numerous  occasions,  particularly  at  the  capture  of  the  Sma- 
lah  (camp)  of  Abd-bi^-Kadeb,  at  the  battle  of  Isly,  and  in  the 
Crimea.  E^earnt  was  attached  to  his  staff,  as  volunteer  aid,  at  the 
battle  of  Solferino. 

Although  decorated  by  the  loss  of  his  arm,  and  by  universal 
acclaim  a  brilliant  cavalryman,  few  men  bore  their  honors  with 
more  diffidence.  For  a  man  who  had  done  and  seen  so  much  ajs 
Keakstt,  his  deportment  was  entirely  devoid  of  ostentation.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  he  introduced  the  writer  to  one  of  the  best 
artillery  officers  in  our  service,  a  man  of  rare  gifts,  an  able  and 
fluent  writer,  whose  correspondence  is  well  worthy  of  preservation, 
for  the  beauty  of  its  descriptions  of  scenery  as  wdl  as  the  elegance 
of  its  style.  This  officer  also  published  an  admirable,  translation  of 
a  French  political  work  which,  if  the  ordinary  dass  of  our  miser- 
able politicians  ever  read,  might  have  served  as  indications  to  en- 
able them  to  avoid  the  shoals  on  which  our  country  was  nearly 
wrecked  in  1860-*61.  When  the  writer  began  to  collect  notes  for 
this  work,  a  letter  was  received  from  the  party  inunediately  before 
alluded  to,  an  extract  from  which  is  extremely  interesting,  as  it 
refers  partioidarly  to  the  time  when  all  throe  met  in  Paris : 
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"  Toitra  •  •  •  requesting  to  be  mf ormed  of  any  incidents  in  the  life  of 
General  ICbabnt  *  *  has  just  been  received.  I  regret  that  I  am  not 
able  to  famish  yon  with  any  that  woold  probably  be  possessed  with  any  general 
interest  'My  interconrse  with  him,  thongh  not  infrequent  dnring  our  period  of 
military  service,  was  always  of  a  casual  nature ;  yet  I  saw  him  in  many  traits  of 
character  that  won  my  esteem  and  kind  regard.  He  was  marked  by  a  generous 
disposition,  exhibitmg  itself  at  times  in  an  affecting  mood  of  self  abandonment, 
and  even  desolateness,  which  was  calculated  to  give  one  a  deep  and  attractive  inter- 
est in  him.  He  had  some  of  the  very  best  traits  of  the  soldier :  he  was  gallant, 
ambitious,  devoted,  enterprising,  decided,  and  embued  with  a  thorough  love  for 
his  profession.  Though  possessed,  in  many  respects,  of  sound  sense  and  good 
judgment,  yet  there  are  some  incidents  of  his  life,  known  to  me  only  in  vague, 
general  outline,  that  seem  to  border  on  the  romantic.        •        •        ^ 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1858,  I  think,  that  he.  Lieutenant  Bankhbad,  of  the 
Navy,  and  myself,  were  at  a  reception  of  English  and  Americans  given  by  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  IIL,  at  the  Toilleries.  I  was  much  struck  at  the  bearing  of 
Major  KBABN7.  He  had  then  left  the  service,  but  still  bore  the  title,  and  for  the 
occasion,  wore  the  uniform.  He  was  introduced  to  the  emperor  by  our  own  min- 
ister, Mr.  RlYES ;  and  when  his  name  and  services  were  being  mentioned,  he 
shrank  as  if  from  modesty  and  bashfnlness,  although  a  lost  arm  showed  that  he 
had  not  shrunk  in  the  face  of  the  enemy."        «        «        * 

Kearnt  subsequently  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  devoted 
considerable  time  to  embellishing  his  countrynseat,  Belle  Grove, 
which  he  had  recently  pm'chased.  It  is  on  the  Passaic,  imme- 
diately opposite  to  Newark,  and  on  its  commanding  site  he  after- 
wards constructed  his  elegant  mansion,  which  he  gradually  filled 
with  the  finest  statuary  and  choicest  paintings.  For  his  means, 
KEABNiLwas  a  munificent  patron  of  American  art,  and  his  collection 
contained  several  masterpieces  of  native  chisels  and  pencils.  Their 
aggregate  display  he  never  lived  to  enjoy,  for  he  had  scarcely 
brought  them  together  in  his  New  Jersey  home,  when  he  resumed 
his  uniform ;  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if,  living,  he  ever  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  admire  all  his  gems  of  art  together,  although  the  body  oi 
the  hero  lay  in  state  surrounded  by  them. 

An  enthusiast  in  everything  he  undertook,  it  was  about  this  time 
that  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  finest  wool-bearing  sheep.  In 
the  selection  of  his  animals  he  spared  no  expense,  and  it  is  doubtful 
if  there  was  a  finer  flock  fqr  its  size  in  the  United  States. 

He  also  paid  some  attention  to  cattie,  but  it  would  seem  that  his 
investments  in  this  line  were  not  fortunata  One  certainly  was  not, 
and  he  very  soon  relinquished  the  idea  of  forming  and  maintaining 
a  herd.  He  visited  the  writer's  neighborhood  several  times  to  exam- 
ine the  magnificent  Devons  at  '^The  Meadows,"  owned  by  the 
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brothers  "Wainwhight,  both  of  whom,  like  Kearny,  relinqoishecl 
the  sweets  of  happy  homes  to  serve  and  save  their  comitry.  The 
elder,  William  P.  Wainweight,  a  Christian  gentleman,  commanded 
the  Seventy-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  a  very  fine  regiment,  with 
great  distinction.  The  younger,  Charles  S.  Wainwright,  a  very 
able,  practical  man,  commanded  the  First  New  York  Artillery,  a 
corps  surpassed  by  none  in  the  service.  Both  breveted  Brigadier- 
Generals  for  gallant  and  conspicuous  service,  survived  the  fiiend 
whom  they  admired.  "We  shall  see  the  younger,  referred  to  by 
Kearnt,  as  displaying  unusual  gallantry  and  capacity  at  the  battle 
of  Williamsburgh. 

Kearnt  always  and  earnestly  desired  to  settle  on  the  banks  of 
the  North  River.  Several  of  the  sites  which  were  the  objects  of 
his  choice  are  for  natural  positions  and  peculiar  charms  unexceeded 
by  any  in  the  most  beautiful  district  of  the  Hudson,  between  Hyde 
Park  and  the  boundary  line  between  Duchess  and  Columbia  Coun- 
ties. One  of  these  sites  is  the  prominent  Tm-key  Point  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  River,  about  three  miles  below  Saugerties.  Eearnt 
never  desired  to  settle  in  New  Jersey,  and  he  did  not  actually  begin 
to  build  on  the  Passaic  until  he  found  himself  unable  to  purchase 
any  one  of  the  places  which  suited  his  taste  on  the  Hudson.  Con- 
cerning this  the  wi'iter  can  speak  with  certainty,  for  his  own  agent, 
at  the  request  of  Eubarnt,  was*  employed  to  negotiate  and  attempt 
the  purchase  of  one  magnificent  site  in  Red  Hook  and  another  in 
Hyde  Park.  Besides  these,  a  number  of  others  were  examined,  and 
in  two  cases,  Kearny  offered  higher  prices  than  were  actuaUy  re- 
alized for  the  same  property  afterwards,  when  sold. 

It  has  often  been  the  occasion  of  remark  that  Kearnt  did  not 
visit  the  Crimea  to  witness  the  siege  of  Sebastopol  1853-5.  This 
is  easily  explained.  His  business  required  his  attention  after  his 
return  home  in  1853  in  consequence  of  his  frequent  and  protracted 
absences,  and  he  was  detained  for  a  long  time  in  consequence  in 
this  country.  Subsequently  accident — severe  injuries  from  the 
fall  of  his  horse  through  a  bridge— and  circumstances  beyond  his 
control  prolonged  his  stay  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  Nothing 
but  insurmountable  obstacles  would  have  kept  him  from  witnessing 
and  participating  in  the  grand  drama  of  sufieiing  and  peril  in  the 
trenches,  and  on  the  blood-stained  heights  before  SebastopoL  The 
atmosphere  of  such  a  charge  as  that  of  Balaklava  would  have  been 
as  congenial  to  his  instincts  as  fire  to  the  fabled  Salamander,  or  to 
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the  actoal  ^'  Salamander,"  the  nickname  applied  to  the  British  Gen- 
eral Currs,  of  Kma  William  s  Wars,  whose  elements  seemed  to 
be  danger  and  the  exchanging  fires  of  opposing  batteries  and  lines. 
Eeasnt,  however,  was  one  of  those  restless  dispositions  which 
cannot  brook  any  repose,  however  chsfrming,  provided  it  afforded 
none  of  that  excitement  which,  to  him,  was  the  very  breath  of  his 
nostrils.  He  suddenly  started  off,  in  1856,  to  be  present  at  the  cor- 
onation of  the  Emperor  Alexaitoeb  at  Moscow,  and  nothing  could 
exceed  his  graphic  description  otthefkes  which  attended  the  cere- 
mony. He  seemed  to  experience  a  vivid  satisfaction  in  his  recol- 
lection of  the  military  displays  in  which  he  participated  and  the 
pomp  of  which  he  was  a  spectator.  He  also  made  a  tour  through 
Spain,  and,  previously,  to  prepare  himself  for  it^  applied  his  energy 
to  mastering  the  Spanish  language.  This  was  characteristio  of  the 
man,  and  although  the  writer  cannot  speak  with  certainty  as  to  all 
the  foreign  tongues  which  he  understood,  he  was  certainly  profi- 
cient in  French,  and  was  acquainted  with  the  Italian  and  Spanish — 
very  likely,  the  German  also,  in  a  less  degree,  since  he  took  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in  the  military  mattes  of  Germany,  and  visited 
Prague,  to  be  present  at  some  grand  reviews  which  were  held  near 
that  city.  It  is  very  curious,  but  when,  in  1852,  the  writer  reported 
in  &,YOT  of  the  gray  uniform  and  system  for  the  designation  of  rank, 
which  in  many  respects  was  identical  with  that  adopted  by  the  Re- 
bels, this  color  and  system  received  the  full  endorsement  of  Eeabnt, 
who  dwelt  with  emphasis  on  the  superior  advantages  of  grey,* 


•  •  *  **  Blus  is  now  (18S4)  the  national  mllltaiy  color  of  nearly  the  whole  civil- 
iMd  world.  The  United  States,  France,  Belginm,  Holland,  Sweden,  Prnssia,  Greece,  Swlt- 
serland,  several  of  the  minor  German  States,  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  in  many  branches  of 
their  services,  Naples,  States  of  the  Church,  Piedmont,  Tascany,  Turkey,  and  even  Tunis, 
have  adopted  the  dark  blue  coat,  with  some  little  difference  of  ornament  What  objection 
can  there  be  to  the  assumption  of  the  well-known  ibon-obbt  as  the  uniform  of  the  State 
of  New  York  T  None  is  more  beautiful  or  striking  than  the  old  national  obey,  faced  and 
trimmed  wit|i  bright  yellow  somewhat  similar  to  the  dress  of  the  Voltigenrs,  or  Foot-Hifle- 
men  (See  1  1004,  U.  S.  Army  Begulations  1847).  The  Tyrolese  and  Austrian  Kiflemen, 
likewise  the  Modenese,  wear  a  similar  grey  with  a  shade  of  blue,  which  makes  a  very  sim- 
ple and  handsome  suit.  Likewise  the  Noble  Guard  of  Tuscany.  With  their  gold  embroi- 
dery and  splendid  appointments,  the  latter*s  was  the  richest  uniform  •  «  •  abroad. 
A  light  bluish-grey  tunic,  and  darker  pantaloons,  constitute  the  undress  uniform  of  Aas. 
trlan  General  Officers.  But  a  month  since,  and  the  English  War-Ministry  adopted  a  grey 
uniform  for  their  Light  Infantry  and  Bifles,  very  similar  to  that  of  the  Austrian  Cacciatori, 
or  Sharpshooters. 

Iron-grey,  the  coat  lighter  than  the  trousers,  would  make  a  very  handsome  uniform  for 
cm  generals  and  staff-officers,  and  at  once  distinguish  them  from  the  regulars  of  equal 
grades.  As  it  is  abroad,  accustomed  constantly  to  see  the  uniform  of  the  United  States 
Army  and  Navy,  it  is  impossible  for  ftvelgn  offloera  to  appreciate  tlio  trifling  changes 
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founded  on  what  he  had  observed  at  the  grand  Austrian  reyiews. 
He  laid  particolar  stress  npon  the  rapidity  with  which  the  powder 
smoke  swallowed  ap  lines  in  grey,  and  rendered  them  invisible  to 
an  antagonistio  force.  That  this  was  the  fact  had  previously  been 
shown  by  experience  and  statistics. 

In  1859  and  1860,  Keabnt  resided  in  Europe,  and  in  the  latter 
year  Sdwik  de  Lkon,  ''late  confidential  agent  of  the  Confederate 
Department  of  State  in  Europe,'*  in  his  ''  Secret  History  of  Confede- 
rate Diplomacy  Abroad/*  admits  that  Ejbabnt  rendered  important 
service  to  the  Loyal  North  while  in  Paris.  This  is  his  language : 
''While  the  interregnum  m  the  diplomatic  representations  lasted, 
by  the  lag^g  on  the  stage  of  the  reluctant  yeterans  of  Mr.  Buch- 
AKAK*s  Ministers,  before  the  new  ones  had  arrived  to  represent  the 
views  and  wishes  of  Mr.  Likcout's  administration,  one  Minister 
made  himself  wonderfully  active,  at  both  the  English  and  French 
foreign  offices ;  and  in  other  places  where  public  opinion  was  to  be 
influenced.    This  was  Mr.  Sanfobd,  then,  as  now.  Minister  to  Bel- 

'  which  designate  the  State  service  This  often  plaoes  a  State  oiBoer  in  an  tmploasant  posi^ 
tioB,  and  renders  a  long  and  embarrassing  explanation  necessary,  onless  he  wishes  to 
practice  deception  and  sail  under  fslse  colors. 

Orer  and  above  the  many  cogent  reasons  nrged,  *  *  the  following  addi* 
tional  recommendations  may  not  be  without  weight  At  morning  and  evening  twilight; 
in  foggy,  muggy,  and  rslny  weather,  a  body  of  men  thus  clothed  would  be  undlstlnguiBh- 
able  at  a  very  short  distance,  and  amid  the  smoke  of  battle  they  would  be  swallowed  up 
at  once  in  the  clouds  of  kindred  hue.  Orqr  and  yellow,  or  gold,  form  the  richest  dress  in 
the  world;  without  bullion,  it  is  the  cheapest,  taking  into  consideration  its  serviceability, 
it  is  national  to  a  great  degree,  and  last,  not  leastoertaJnly,  itUthe  U<ut  fatal  to  its  wearer, 
Ozey,  it  is  stated,  was  the  uniform  of  the  English  troops  in  the  reign  of  Williax  IIL, 
and  is  now  again  adopted  \sf  the  Light  Infantry  on  account  of  its  suitableness  for  corps 
exposed  to  practiced  marksmen,  and,  themselves,  assigned  to  the  dangerous  duty  of  sharp- 
shooters. It  is  now  worn  by  the  Austrian  riflemen,  and  good  reasons  must  have  dictated 
the  choice,  for  It  was  not  appropriate  to  any  province  of  the  Bmplxe. 

**It  would  appear,  from  numerous  obeervatlons,  that  soldiers  are  hit,  during  battle, 
according  to  the  color  of  their  dress,  in  the  following  order :  Bed^  the  moit fatal ;  ("  our 
scarlet  is  mors  distinguishable  than  any  other  color  <6atty*8  **  Campaign  of  1815, 
page  1(X)) ;  the  least  fatal^  Attsirian  grey.  The  proportions  are  :  rsd,  1%  ;  riJU-green 
7  /  brown  6  ;  Austrian  bluish-gr^t  &•"   (Javbsoh's  Jourhal^  XTo.  lOS.) 

General  Philip  Ebabht  stated  that,  during  a  sham  flght  he  saw  at  Prague,  in  Bohemia, 
in  1851,  in  which  seventeen  thousand  men,  with  thirty-four  pieces  of  artillexy  and  a  rocket 
brigade  were  engaged,  he  was  particularly  struck  with  the  admirable  fitness  of  the  gbst 
DBS88  of  the  Austrian  riflemen,  of  which  a  full  battalion,  about  one  thousand,  were  act- 
ing as  skirmishers;  at  times  invisible,  when  the  powder-smoke  rolled  over  the  field,  dis- 
appearing tn  its  curling  clouds  on  account  of  the  simUarity  of  their  uniform,  and  again 
appearing  when  least  expected  like  phantoms,  as  the  breeze,  aided  by  the  movements  of 
the  combatants,  drove  aside  the  sulphurous  canopy.  He  added,  he  was  astonished  at  the 
.  facility  with  which  th^  were  lost  to  view,  and  that  uniforms  of  grey  doth,  for  riflrimen, 
had  not  been  maintained  in  this  as  well  as  in  every  other  country  where  mUitaiy  propriety 
orappropriateness  of  dress  is  the  olq'ect  of  constant  and  scrupulous  attention.**  Srigadier 
QeneralumFwrnMB^uSeportCiflBBSli  JkiLAaMmtltPage9L 


BIOGBAPHT  OF  UAJOB-QENEBAL  PHILIP  EBAUNT.  165 

gium,'  bat  who  gave  himself  a  raving  oommiflsioii,  and  worked  in- 
defatigably,  some  said  obtaroBivelyy  on  the  NorUiem  side.  So  om- 
nipresent and  so  brisk  was  he  in  his  movements,  that  some  wicked 
wag  dabbed  him — the  ^Diplomatic  Flea ;'  and  thongh  perhaps  open 
to  the  charge  of  over-zeal,  or  officioosness,  he  certainly  was  one  o^ 

if  not  the  most  efficient  advocate  of  the  Northern  cause  in  Europe. 

•  •        •  • 

<<  Qeneral  Fbemont,  who  was  then  in  Europe,  also  threw  the 
whole  weight  of  his  name  and  influence  on  the  Northern  side,  as 
did  also  Gen.  Phil  Eeabnt,  tohose  social  (Qualities  had  given  him 
influence  in  certain  circles  in  France.  The  great  horde  of  Ameri- 
cans resident  abroad  possessed  but  little  weight  or  influence,  either 
Com  intelligence,  culture  or  distinction  of  any  kind.  They  were 
chiefly  people  of  good  incomes,  who  left  home  because  they  found 
themselves--or  imagined  themselves  (good)— of  more  consequence 
abroad;  and  at  the  conmiencement  of  the  war  it  was  rather 
their  style  (!)  to  affect  sympathy  with  the  Southamersy  as  representing 
the  more  aristocratic  side"  (better). 

It  is  very  curious,  but  equally  true,  that  in  whatever  character, 
Keabkt  undertook  to  shine,  he  always  played  his  part  well;  his 

•  hospitality  was  princely,  his  equipages  and  horses  inferior  to  none 
in  style,  beauty,  and  qualities.  His  taste  was  chaste  and  elegant, 
and  in  his  appredation  of  the  beauties  of  nature,  nothing  could  ex- 
ceed his  delight  in  them  or  his  judgment  in  the  selection  of  points 
of  view.  Since  his  resignation  in  1851,  his  wanderings  were  worthy 
of  a  more  lengthy  notice,  for  he  reveled  in  perils,  in  the  gratiflca- 
tion  of  his  instincts,  from  which  the  majority  of  even  the  boldest 
men  would  have  shrunk,  or  at  all  events,  have  but  rarely  indulged 
their  fSuides.  It  is  very  unfortunate,  as  noted  more  than  once  be- 
fore, that  his  correspondence  between  1851  and  1861  seems  to  have 
entirely  perished,  since  EIeabkt  vn*ote  well,  and  described  what  he 
saw  concisely  but  with  a  peculiar  force,  which  rendered  his  descrip- 
tioDS  **  word-pictures."  Had  he  ever  written  a  book,  it  would  have 
been  a  gallery  of  word-pictures,  for,  as  he  often  declared,  the  people 
of  our  day  demand  and  will  not  be  satisfied  with  any  other  style 
of  vnriting. 

Thus,  all  the  puns  possible  have  been  taken,  to  follow  the  hero 
of  this  sketch  throughout  all  his  various  wanderings,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  for  the  sake  of  the  reader,  that  so  few  data  from  the  hand 
of  E^BABinr  have  rewarded  the  diligent  search  made  for  them. 
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Judging  from  what  has  been  preserFed^  or  what  still  lingen  on  the 
memoiy,  they  would  hare  amply  repaid  perusal,  and  his  letters 
alone,  edited  with  care  and  judgment,  would  have  constituted  in 
themselves  not  only  an  agreeable  and  instructiYe  book,  but,  like 
Micheuet's  ^Life  of  Luther"— constructed  almost  entirely  from 
his  correspondence — ^would  have  presented  the  best  word-portrait 
of  Eeabht,  and  the  moot  attractive  and  wiUflfitrtoiy  bistoiy  of  hia 
remarkable  career. 


H 


CHAPTER    XV. 

ITALIAN    CAMPAIGN    OF    1859* 

KBABKY  AT  80LFEBIN0. 

**lD  tbj  fftlnt  Blumben  I  hy  thee  have  watched. 
And  heard  thee  mannar  tales  of  iron  war ; 
Speak  terms  of  manage  to  thy  bounding  steed ; 
Cry,  courage !  to  the  Held  1  and  thou  hast  talked 
Of  sallies  and  retires ;  of  trenches,  tents, 
Of  pallisadoes,  frontiers,  parapets ; 
Of  basilisks,  of  cannon,  calverin. 
Of  prisoners  ransomed,  and  of  soldiers  daln. 
And  all  the  corrent  of  a  heady  flght" 

Shaxspbab^i  **HiniT  IV.* 

"'The  shining  images  of  war  are  fled, 
/  The  fainting  trumpets  languish  in  my  ear. 

The  banners  forPd,  and  all  the  epringtly  Uace 
Of  bnmish'd  annor,  like  the  setting  sun. 
Insensibly  it  Tanished  from  my  thought** 

ToiniG*ft  **  Bdubb." 

Pabib,  14th  July,  1859. 

*'  Mt  two  months'  absenoe  has  been  all  that  a  military  man  oonld 
have  desired— a  school  of  such  grandeur  as  rarely  occurs,  even  here 
in  the  Old  World— and  the  drama  has  been  complete. 

'^ Leaving  Paris  the  day  after'*  (10th  June)  ^^the  emperor,  I 
arrived  just  two  days  before  him  (14th  July). 

'^  I  have  roamed  about  everywhere,  and  in  the  day  of  SoLferino^ 
I  was  not  only  present  with  the  line  of  our  cavalry  akirmiehersy 
(6uQ  as  well  in  every  charge  that  took  place.  That  day  I  was 
mounted  from  ox  in  the  morning  till  eleven  at  night — scarcely  off 
my  horse  even  for  a  few  minutes — depend  on  it,  he  was  a  good  one. 
The  cavalry  of  the  guard  came  up  some  sixteen  miles  in  fiill  trot 
and  rapid  gallop  to  take  our  places,  tmder  fire ;  for  there  was  a  gap 
we  had  to  stop.  I  remained  until  I  saw  the  Mindo  passed  and 
Peschiera  invested,  and  the  whole  Austrian  army  demoralized  and 
broken  up. 
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^'The  night  before  the  battle  I  had  a  miracnlons  escape,  haiing 
been  mveigled  by  false  guides  into  the  midst  of  the  Austrian  masses.* 

'^  There  are  seven  American  officers  following  the  Piedmontese 
army.  I  am  going  to  the  baths  of  Homborgh  for  awhile.  Paris 
is  ^ry  warm,  siore  so  than  I  have  ever  known  it.  My  health  has 
been  excellent  until  I  arrived  home.  When  at  Turin  I  had  a  coup 
de  soleU 

^^The  peace  has  taken  us  by  surprise— it  is  in  consequence  of 
some  underhand  and  revolutionary  moves  of  Count  Cavoub,  which 
the  emperor  had  to  put  a  stop  to. 

"Very  truly,  youis,  "Phill.** 

When  General  EIearnt  returned  from  Italy,  while  in  conversation 
with  the  writer,  he  expressed  the  utmost  admiration  for  the  French 
army,  and  their  doings  at  Solferino,  he  seemed  to  feel  that  the 
Austrians  might  have  won  the  battle,  or  maintuned  their  position, 
had  they  held  out  with  greater  tenacity  or  been  aware  of  the  condi- 
tion and  dislocation  of  the  Allies.  The  reader  m&j  remember  thai 
quite  a  stampede  was  reported,  just  as  occurred  at  Wagram  in 
1809,  and  according  to  the  journals  some  of  the  French  troops  did 
not  stop  until  they  reached  Brescia  The  presence  of  NAP<KjeoN 
in.  in  front  of  Solferino,  at  the  crisis,  electrified  the  French,  and 
a  renewed  attack,  fed  with  fresh  troops,  carried  the  keypoint  of  the 
Austrian  position.  Then,  the  scale  long  poised,  declined,  deciding 
the  victory  agdnst  Francis  Joseph. 

The  letter  with  which  this  chapter  opens,  written  within  three 
weeks  after  the  great  battle  to  which  it  refers— a  battle  in  whidi 
Oeneral  Ej: abnt  so  distinguished  himself  as  to  win  (a  second  time) 
the  cross  of  the  Legion  ol  Honor — covers  the  whole  ground;  tells 
the  whole  story. 

Keabnt,  like  others  of  his  race,  was  a  very  unequal  man  in  his 
conversation.  At  times  he  was  particnlarly  reticent^  and  seldom 
prone  to  narrative.  In  referring  to  his  military  service,  he  usually 
alluded  to  it  incidentally  and  as  a  means  of  illustrating  a  question 
under  discussion,  or  to  give  point  to  an  argument,  rather  than  directiy 
as  a  matter  in  which  ha  was  personally  interested. 


*  General  Kiabht  had  just  rach  another  hair-breadth  escape  after  Olendale,  80th  Jane, 
186SI,  and  at  ChantlUy*  lat  September,  1861,  a  similar  plnnge  into  the  skirmish  line  or  lines 
of  the  Rebels  cost  him  his  lif ei  Doubtless^  it  was  his  prevlons  immonitj  made  Ksaiuit 
feel  that  hA  bore  a  channed  Utei 
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It  is  very  doubtftd  if  he  himself  erer  kept  much,  if  any,  record  of 
his  service.*  When  it  pleased  him  to  shine  in  conversation,  he 
shone,  bat  nnless  he  chose  to  talk  upon  the  subject  of  his  own 
selection,  nnder  the  spur  of  some  immediately  occurring  excite- 
ment, he  retired  within  himself  or  chatted  on  indifferent  subjects. 
This  may  have  been  real  modesty,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  seem 
to  boast  of  what  he  had  passed  through.  In  this  he  very  much  re- 
sembled the  Count  Lippe,  so  often  referred  to  as  his  foil.  This  is 
the  principal  reason,  perhaps,  why  so  little  is  known  of  the  details, 
as  far  as  regarded  himself  of  the  great  events  in  which  he  par- 
ticipated 

To  those  who  watched  the  course  of  operations  in  Northern 
Italy  in  1859  with  any  interest,  or  remember  what  occurred  m  that 
momentous  campaign  of  about  two  months  and  a  hajf^  it  will  be 
apparent  that  the  Austrians  in  the  initiative  collisions — like  the 
army  of  the  Potomao  in  too  many  cases — were  defeated  rather 
through  the  dements  of  their  own  leaders ;  through  the  meddling 
of  the  central  government;  through  the  unusual  wet-weather,  and 
from  the  fact— which  told  so  Often  against  our  forces  in  the  South-— 
that,  as  a  rule,— certainly  as  long  as  they  were  west  of  Milan,  and 
always  as  regarded  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  towns,  and  large  villages 
— they  (the  Austrians)  were  fightmg  in  the  midst  of  a  population 
hostile  to  them,  and  Mendly  to  the  AlUes — a  population  which  did 
all  they  could  to  deceive  the  one,  and  assist  the  other  with  reliable 
information. 

General — then  Major— tKeabnt  was  ftdly  able  to  judge  of  the 
difficulties  which  attended  the  preliminary  movements  of  the  Aus* 
triaus.  The  spring  of  1859  was  one  of  flooding  rains  and  fteshets, 
in  a  country  more  susceptible  than  almost  any  other  to  inundations. 
The  Austrians  were  greatly  blamed  by  those  who  pretended  to  be 
judges,  as  well  as  by  the  majority  of  quidnuncs,  for  not  advancing 
at  once  to  Turin  and  dictating  terms  to  the  King  of  Sardinia.  This 
opinion  is  such  as  might  be  expected  from  parties  not  acquainted 
.  with  the  theatre  of  war.f    Doubtless  the  Austrians  might  have 

*  One  of  his  ftlendB,  who  serred  with  him  In  Mexico,  and  afterwards  aaiodated  with 
him  in  Paiia,  remarked  in  a  letter— "Of  his  service  in  Algiers,  I  know  bnt  little;  simply 
that  he  serred  as  an  oflloer  in  the  French  caTaliy.  I  believe^  and  that  Ib  alL  I  doubt  e?en 
whether  he  himself  erte  kept  mach  record  of  it."  The  same  obserration  holda  good  to 
his  whole  career. 

f  Had  the  Sardlnlaoa  ftdlen  back  on  Genoa,  and  the  French  leinf  oreements  landed  at 
that  port,  the  Allies  coold  hatvs  takon  the  Auatrlana  la  the  real;  and  the  resnlt  would  haw 
been  another  Jfarengo. 
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moved  with  more  energy,  but  that  energy  would  hare  been  inoon* 
ttfltent  with  a  methodical  method  of  carrying  on  war  aocotding  to 
principles  and  rules  of  strategy,  with  the  disposition  of  the  peoplet 
and  with  the  constitutional  characteristics  and  traditions  of  their 
army.  Had  they  plunged  forward  into  a  country  intersected  by 
rivers  and  streams,  which  in  very  rainy  seasons  overpass  their 
bounds  and  convert  whole  districts  into  vast  shallow  lakes,  the 
whole  army  might  have  been  caught  in  a  trap  and  so  entirely  ruined 
that  the  Allies  could  have  blockaded  their  fortresses  and  taken  pos- 
session of  whatever  they  deemed  expedient,  or  that  the  German 
Confederation  would  have  permitted. 

The  theatre  of  war  on  which  the  French  and  Sardinians  first 
encountered  the  Austrians  is  said  to  be  one  which  was  seldom  trav- 
ersed by  tourists,  but  was  visited  by  General  E^babnt  in  1834,  in 
just  such  a  wet  season  as  in  1859.  The  following  remarks,  com- 
piled from  a  journal  kept  at  that  time,  may  be  interesting  to  show 
the  obstacles  which  impeded  the  movements  and  operations  of  the 
Austrians  without  hampering  the  counter-operations  of  the  Allies, 
whose  lines  of  supply — railroads  and  capital  highways — both  rest- 
ing on  secure  bases,  were  not.  affected  by  the  same  extraordinary 
difficulties  as  those  of  their  enemy. 

E^BARNT  could  thus  judgc  from  personal  observations  of  the  ter- 
rible impediments  to  military  movements  which  result  fi^m  long 
continued  and  excessive  rain  in  the  greater  part  of  the  basin  or  low* 
lands  between  Turin  and  Alilan.* 

In  August,  1834,  Keabnt  started  from  Genoa  for  Milan,  intend- 
ing to  cross  the  Simplon  into  Switzerland,  but  was  compelled,  on 
reading  the  Logo  Maggibre,  to  turn  back  upon  Turin,  by  way  of 
Novara — ^where  Radetszky  defeated  the  Sardinians  in  1849.  Heavy 
rains  preceded  and  accompanied  this  journey.  It  is  needless  here 
to  dwell  upon  the  loveliness  of  the  scenery  through  which  he  climbed 
to  the  summit  of  the  Apennines,  since  the  interest  of  the  matter 
on  hand  begins  with  his  arrival  upon  the  monotonous  plains  of 
Lombardy,  when  the  intervening  summit  shut  out  the  last  glimpses 
of  the  azure  Mediterranean.  Soon  afterwards  the  party  looked 
upon  a  turbid  flood,  or  lagune,  into  which  the  overflowings  of  the 
rivers  had  converted  the  level  country  as  far  as  they  could  see. 

•  Readers  should  bear  In  mind  that  the  hod  of  the  Po  ia  mneh  lOxive  the  level  of  the 
enrronnding  coantry,  and  that  thia  liver  like  our  Miaaiaaippi,  ia  kept  within  bonnda  bj 
dikaa  or,  aa  we  term  them,  teveea* 
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While  amid  the  inonntains  they  had  echoed  each  other's  admiration 
of  the  effects  of  a  heavy  thnnder-storm — ^whose  beneficial  results  in 
tempering  the  sur  rendered  their  ride  the  more  delightful,  while  the 
reverberations  rolling  through  the  gorges  seemed  like  answering 
roars  of  parks  of  artillery — ^little  dreaming  that  the  consequences  of 
storms,  such  as  had  broken  upon  them  and  varied  the  attractions 
of  the  journey,  would  render  its  prosecution  impossible.  As  soon 
as  the  party  came  in  sight  of  the  Scrivia,they  found  that  instead  of 
an  insignificant,  fordable  stream,  it  was  rushing  furiously  towards 
the  Po,  and  had  been  converted  into  a  Mississippi,  covering  the 
country  for  one  league  on  either  side  of  its  usual  channel ;  the 
neighboring  villages  rising  up  in  the  midst  like  so  many  miniatures 
of  Venice.  Some  distance  beyond  Novi,  where  the  more  elevated 
grounds  subside  into  the  level,  on  the  spot  where  Joubert  was  de- 
feated by  SnwARROW  and  slain,  in  1799,  Ej:arny*s  carriage  met 
postilions  who  had  just  traversed  the  ground  with  the  King  of 
Wurtemberg.  They  informed  him  that  many  of  the  bridges  were 
nnder  water,  and  that  they  had  been  compelled  to  pass  one  at  full 
gallop,  fearing  it  would  g^ve  way  before  they  could  get  over.  In 
many  places  the  road  was  hub-deep;  the  fertile  fields  were  hidden 
benealii  a  tawny  flood,  and  where  it  had  subsided  fi*om  an  even  still 
greater  previous  rise,  slime  and  sand,  brought  down  from  the 
mountains,  disfigured  their  cultivation.  Turning  aside  towards 
Alexandria,  the  driver  sought  to  avoid  the  inundation  by  a  more 
elevated  detour  and  by  a  country  road,  but  found  that  he  had  not 
bettered  his  condition,  so  directed  his  horses  again  towards  Tortona, 
where  the  bridge  was  still  practicabla  The  situation  was  by  no 
means  satisfactory,  and  Kearnt's  party  were  actually  stunned  by 
the  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  freshet  Arrived  at  the  Bridge  of 
Tortona  it  was  with  difficulty  the  travellers  were  permitted  to  pass. 
Theirs  was  the  last  carriage  over,  and  prints  in  the  writer's  posses- 
sion at  this  day  are  stained  with  the  muddy  water  which  invaded 
the  trunks  on  the  rack  behind  and  under  the  box  in  front  Enr 
gineers  m  charge  of  the  long  bridge  across  the  Scrivia — about  one 
thousand  feet  in  length — ^were  in  doubt  if  it  had  not  already  yielded 
somewhat  to  the  violence  of  the  stream,  which,  as  the  tourists  hur- 
ried across,  roared  against  th^  abutments,  and  wet  them  with  its 
/cam.  It  was  no  agreeable  promenade,  for  at  intervals  the  sfcruo- 
ture,  which  must  have  been  very  strong  to  resist  the  current, 
trembled  beneath  the  shook  of  trees  and  timber,  brought  down 
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against  it,  as  if  they  had  been  so  many  battering  rams.  Beyond  the 
river,  the  causeway  was  knee-deep  with  water,  ranning  so  violently 
that  it  was  difficult  at  times  to  keep  straight  ahead.  The  bed  of  the 
Scrivia  at  low  water  is  a  vast  waste  of  gravel  over  1,200  feet  wide; 
the  stream  itself  being  ordinarily  from  800  to  400  feet  in  width.*' 

The  night  KciLRNT  arrived  at  Tortona  the  waters  subsided,  and 
thence  to  Milan  the  route  was  uninterrupted  This  sliows  how 
suddenly  the  affluents  of  the  Po  swell,  overflow,  and  subside.  As 
regards  the  Po  itself,  a  Piedmontese  soldier,  engaged  as  a  servant, 
related  that  while  encamped  with  several  battalions  upon  the  upper 
part  of  that  river,  it  rose  so  suddenly  in  one  afternoon,  that  had 
not  the  commanding-general  received  notice  of  its  menacing  aspect 
from  a  peasant,  the  whole  force  must  have  been  overtaken  in  the 
night  and  many  drowned. 

Prom  Tortona  the  road  continued  through  a  low  country,  inter- 
sected by  many  torrents,  whose  passage  always  preseqts  dangers  in 
r^y  seasons.  The  trees  and  crops  were  ever  present  proofs  of  the 
wetness  of  the  rank,  although  fecund,  soil,  which  is  scarcely  drained 
by  a  network  of  canals.  At  the  willow-gi'own,  marah-bordered 
Po,  the  travelers  found  the  country  people  repairing  a  bridge  of 
boats,  four  of  which,  together  with  a  mill,  had  been  carried  away 
by  the  freshet  Both  the  Po  and  Ticino  were  so  swollen  at  this 
time  that  they  seemed  almost  impassable  barriers  to  the  move- 
ments of  any  large  body  of  troops. 

Continuing  the  journey  on  northwards  from  Milan,  along  the 
Olona  and  Ticino,  Kearnt  and  his  friends  airived  at  Aronai  only 
to  find  the  town  so  invaded  by  the  Lago  Maggiore  that  they  were 
forced  to  go  ashore  from  the  can-iage  as  fi'om  a  boat,  by  means  of 
a  plank  resting  upon  a  sill  of  the  Hotel  della  Posta.  Here  they 
learned  that  the  passage  of  the  Simplon  was  impossible ;  that  rains 
had  occasioned  such  destruction  that  bridges  and  whole  villages 
bad  been  swept  away ;  and  the  party  were  actually  compelled  to  re- 
trace their  steps  towards  Turin,  to  get  across  the  Alps  by  Mount 
Oenis. 

Kearkt  was  now  about  to  traverse  the  very  ground  fought  over 
by  the  present  belligerents,  which  had  been  the  arena  of  the  world 
nnce  HAimiBAi.  halted  under  the  iminense  cypress  of  Somma,  said 
to  be  two  thousand  five  hundred  years  of  age,  under  which  Kearnt 
had  stood  a  day  previous.  This  wonderful  tree,  one  of  the  largest  of 
its  species  known,  stands  on  the  field  on  which  (B.0. 217)  that  great 
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strategidt  of  the  world  defeated  the  drenched  and  half-frozen  lemons 
of  SdPio,  for  the  contest  took  place  in  winter.  Twenty-three  feet  in 
girth,  it  rises  to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one.  Han- 
nibal reposed  under  it,  Juuns  OiBSAR  visited  it,  and  Napoleon  re- 
spected it,  altering  his  road  to  spare  such  a  living  monmnent  of  the 
past. 

From  Arona,E[BASNT  traveled  through  Oleggio  to  Novara,  whose 
fortifications,  once  so  important,  were,  in  1834,  partially  dismantled. 
Between  this  place  and  Oleggio,  the  road  was  bordered  by  rice 
fields  and  swamps,  which  render  the  country  cold  and  unhealthy  to 
its  population,  and  mortal  to  strangers.  Thence  to  Tm*in  the  coun- 
try changed  its  character,  and  became  at  times  woody,  varied,  and 
attractiva 

Having  thus  traversed  the  western  portion  of  the  fighting  ground 
of  1859,  EIeabnt  knew  from  actual  survey  that  it  was  not  wonderful 
that  so  little  had  been  accomplished  by  the  Austrians.  The  bf  st  proof 
of  the  admirable  engineering  of  the  invaders  was,  that  they  did 
move  their  hundred  thousand  troops  and  maintain  them  in  a  coun- 
try which,  in  a  rainy  season,  resembles  the  bottomless  lands  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  is  often  converted  into  a  district  as  much  the  do- 
minion of  water  as  of  solid  ground. 

Such  were  the  difficulties  which  the  Austrians  had  to  encounter 
when  hostilities  commenced,  or  rather,  at  the  only  time  when  a 
forward  movement  could  have  pla^d  them  in  the  heart  of  the  Sar- 
dinian territory,  and  maae  them,  with  energy  and  generalship, 
masters  of  the  situation.  As  American  readers,  however,  will 
doubtless  take  but  littie  interest  in  a  campaign  whidh,  grand  as  it 
was,  was  dwarfed  by  our  own  great  civil  war  of  four  years,  and  by 
the  "  Seven  Weeks'  War,"  in  which  Prussia  inflicted  a  much  more 
overwhelming  defeat,  at  Sadowa,  in  1866,  upon  Austria,  than  that 
of  Solferino,  in  1859,  the  following  remarks  will  be  confined  to  the 
principal  collisions  along  the  route  upon  which  the  Emperor,  the 
Imperial  Guard,  and,  consequentiy,  Ejbabnt  operated. 

The  following  table  of  comparative  chronology  of  the  events"  of 
the  two  campaigns  in  Italy,  1800  and  1859,  conducted  by  the  two 
Emperors,  Napoleon  L  (while  First  Consul)  and  Napoleon  IIL, 
may  be  of  interest,  although  there  is  no  comparison  between  them 
as  to  the  ability  shown.  The  campaign  of  1800  was  a  stroke  of 
genius,  based  upon  a  plan,  to  which  three,  if  not  four  of  the  finest 
militaiy  minds  in  Europe,  Caisnot,  Mobeau,    Mabescot,   and 
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Buonaparte^  contribate^  their  ideas.  Several  generals  of  great 
abilitj  co-operated  with  the  suggestion  of  their  especial  experiences; 
among  these  latter,  Marmont,  to  whom  was  due  the  successfbl 
transportation  of  the  artillery  across  the  Alps.  The  campaign  of 
185d  displayed  no  genius,  but  a  great  amount  of  brilliant  and  des- 
perate fighting,  in  which  the  talents  of  experienced  officers  could 
be  brought  to  bear  with  combined  power  under  the  direction  of  a 
supreme  authority,  endowed  with  uncommon  common-sense,*  or  the 
faculty  of  profiting  to  the  utmost  by  the  peculiar  giftA  of  counsellors 
and  subordinates. 

Kearny  joined  the  French  army  at  Alexandria,  and  there,  with 
his  usual  liberality,  gave  a  grand  dinner  to  the  officers  with  whom 
he  was  associated — ^what  the  medieval  war-hero  mignt  have  termed  a 
"festival  of  swords,"  but  those  of  the  present  era  must  more  appropri- 
ately style  the  "  festival  of  missiles."  As  Ke  arnt  was  attached  to  the 
Cavalry  of  the  Guard,  he  took  no  personal  part  in  the  subordinate 
engagements,  although  he  was  an  eye-witness  of  all  that  opportunity 
permitted,  and  a  keen  observer  of  the  events  of  the  compaign.  An 
American  gentleman  who  accompanied  him  to  Italy,  wi-ites  that 
even  ^^  in  Paris,  he  (Kearnt)  was  much  distinguished  for  the  accu- 
racy of  his  knowledge  of  military  affairs,  and  his  acquaintance  with 
the  strategy  of  the  modern  wars.*'  With  these  £icts  established, 
what  a  pity  it  is  that  his  correspondence  fi*om  Italy  in  1859,  has 
disappeared  beyond  recovery,  in  an  equal  degree  with  the  report 
of  his  experiences  under  the  same  flag  in 'Algiers  in  1840. 

*  *'  Sonnd  eense  is  better  than  abilities.''— WBLLuroTov,  8th  Angnst,  1818.    '*Comnioa 
Moae  Is  enperior  to  geiilaB.*'~FA8CAL. 

1800.  1850. 

Hay  6th.— Napolson  I.— Tint  Conaiil  left   Haj  10th.— Napolboh  left  Parla. 

Paris  for  Geneva.  **     13th.— His  arrival  at  Genoa. 

■*  14th-aoth.— French  Army  crossed  Monnt     **     15th.— Napolson    IIL  at  Alexandria 

St  Bernard.  with  his  army.    One  hundred 

**  SOth.— Napolbok  L  crossed  Moant  St  and  fifty  thousand  French  \m 

Bernard.  Italy. 

**  Slst— Sixty  thousand  French  in  Lom-     "     10th.— Battle  of  Montebello. 

<k»  Sd._NS^^ioK  t  «.to«d  MlUn.  *»»"ut  }»»«»«-m«.i  t  Pi-tea 

••     9th.— Battle  of  MontebeUo,  in  the  Paat     **       4th.— Battle  of  Magenta. 

of  the  Stradella.  ^      7th.-NAPOLSoK  III.  entered  Milan. 

**  14th — ^Battle  of  Marenga      Death  of     **      0th.— Combat  of  Melegnano,  having 
DsBAix.  eonqnered  Lombardy  in  forty 

**  ISth.— Convtention  of  Alexandria,  bar-  days,  dating  from  the  day  h« 

ing  reconquered  Italy  in  forty  joined  the  army, 

days.  «    f4th.-Battls  of  Solferlno. 

MIf  SA-aa—HAPOUWH  t  bade  la  Pttla.        Joly  10th.-Peace  of  Villa  Franca. 

•*     leth.— NAPOLMVlILbackinPailiL 
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Notwithstanding  the  discipline  of  the  opposing  armies,  which 
ought  to  have  been  perfect  if  mere  drill  could  ensure  perfection, 
the  fact  is  worthy  of  note,  that  the  Austrians,  two  hundred  and' 
fifty  thousand  strong,  appeared  to  have  no  settled  plan,  and  in 
almost  every  case  the  antagonists  happened  to  meet  "  when  no 
general  battle  was  expected,"  just  as  the  Federals  and  Rebels  ran 
into  each  other  at  Gettysburg.  Montebello  resulted  from  a  recoiv-' 
noissance  on  the  part  of  the  Austrians;  Magenta  grew  out  of  a 
combination  of  accidental  circumstances,  as  far  as  its  magnitude 
was  concerned;  and  Solferino  likewise.  This  is  the  view  of  one 
who  followed  the  armies,  who  constantly  refei*s  to  the  "  strange 
tactics  of  the  Allies,"  "  the  slackness  of  pursuit ;"  remarks  that  they 
"  did  what  they  had  done  all  along — advanced  in  the  track  of  the 
Austrians,"  and  compares  this  "  advance,"  which  ought  to  have 
been  a  sharp  following-up  of  a  worsted  enemy,  to  "  a  military 
promenade  in  a  rich  oountiy,  by  easy  stages,  not  yet  too  hot,"  and 
in  another  place,  "to  an  agreeable  promenade  in  the  park."  The 
strategical  movements,  as  regarded  time,  might  be  set  down  as 
"perfect  failures." 

Throwing  aside  the  skirmishes  and  actions,  which  actually  had 
little  or  no  effect  upon  the  main  campaign,  there  were  only  three 
battles  fought. 

In  the  first,  Montebello — 20th  May — ^the  Allies  had  every  reason 
to  plume  themselves  on  the  result.  It  was  a  fair  stricken  field,  and 
the  Austrians  were  worsted  in  their  trials^  with  every  arm,  and  in 
eveiy  position. 

This  first  action  occurred  upon  a  theatre  whose  glorious  reooUeo- 
tions  must  have  inspired  a  people  much  less  alive  to  such  impres- 
sions than  the  French  with  almost  invincible  courage.  It  was 
upon  the  same  field  of  Montebello  that  Lannes  and  Victor,  on  the 
9th  June,  1800,  defended  the  Pass  of  Stradella,  a  strategic  key- 
point,  against  the  Austrians,  and  enabled  the  French  forces  to  con- 
centratd  for  the  battle  of  Marengo^  fought  five  days  afterwards. 
This  victory  was  due  more  to  Desaix — ^who  purchased  it  with  his 
lifi»— and  in  a  lesser  degree  to  Kellebman,  the  younger,  and  Mas- 
XONT,  than  to  Napoleon  L  The  latter  could  not  agree  for  many 
yearsy  either  upon  what  took  place  or  even  what  he  wanted  to 
appear  should  have  taken  place. '  The  defeat  of  the  Austrians, 
however,  whether  due  to  Desaix  or  to  Napoleon,  gave  the  whole 
of  Piedmont,  Lombardy,  and  the  Milanese  into  the  hands  of  the 
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French,  and  as  Esulsrman  said  upon  the  field,  of  Us  charge,  it 
placed  the  Imperial  Crown  upon  the  head  of  the  first  Napoleon, 
whose  nephew  and  successor  was  awaiting  the  issue  of  the  conflict 
of  Montebello  at  almost  the  same  distance  firom  the  immediate  field 
of  action  as  his  undo  fifty-nine  years  previously. 

The  credit  of  this  victory,  won  20th  May,  1859,  although  it  must 
be  shared  with  the  Sardinian  cavalry,  whose  charges  were  brilliant, 
was  due  in  a  great  measure  to  General  Foret,  who  had  fiUlen,  in 
some  degree,  under  the  displeasure  of  Louis  Napoleon  in  the 
Ciimean  campaign.  This  General  amply  redeemed  himself.  Ameri- 
cans will  remember  him  fo)r  his  capture  of  Puebla  in  Mexico,  16th- 
19th  May,  1863,  for  which  he  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
Marshal. 

Montebello  was  a  battle  of  charges  and  counter-charges — ^very 
much  of  the  same  stamp  as  Ligny,  1815,  which  was  won  by  hard 
fighting.  This  contest  is,  moreover,  remarkable  firom  the  fact  that 
the  French  reinforcements — ^like  those  of  the  Rebels  under  Eirbt 
S&nTH,  whose  arrival  decided  the  firat  battle  of  Bull  Run,  21st  July, 
1861,  In  their  fisivor — were  brought  to  the  very  field  in  rail- 
road trains,  and  that  the  troops  actually  commenced  a  desultory 
fire  upon  the  enemy  fi-om  the  windows  of  the  cars. 

The  battle  of  Palestro,  although  creditable  to  the  Sardinians  and 
their  King,  and  to  the  Zouaves,  was  comparatively  a  side  issue. 

At  Magenta  the  grapple  was  long  and  doubtfiil.  As  at  Torgau, 
in  1760,  as  at  Marengo  in  1800,  the  Austrian  commander-in-chief 
telegraphed  in  mid -battle  the  gain  of  a  victory.  Everything  turned 
upon  the  profitable  employment  of  time.  As  at  Aspem  in  1809, 
the  question  was  purely  one  of  capacity  to  follow  up  a  success. 
The  slow  Austrian  was  again  no  match  for  the  quick  Frenchman, 
who  profited  by  the  respite.  Moreover,  the  Austrians  lacked  such 
men  as  our  Ingalls  to  supply  them.  They  displayed  great  intre- 
pidity, but  they  fought  on  empty  stomachs.  The  French  brought 
up  fi'esh  troops  on  decisive  points,  and  hurled  them  upon  troops 
physically  and  morally  exhausted,  and  so,  throughout  the  history 
of  the  two  nations,  immense  battle-fields  were  decided  at  particular 
points  by  mere  fi*actions  of  the  hosts  engaged.  For  a  long  time 
the  result  was  very  doubtful.  General  McMahon,  created  Marshal 
and  Duke  of  Magenta,  "saved  the  French  army,"  and  decided  the 
victory,  which  was  scarcely  a  victory,  if  the  Austrians,  according 
to  custom,  had  not  abandoned  the  field  before  the  question  was 
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wholly  fought  out  The  moment  they  commenced  to  retire  t^e 
effect  was  the  same  as  though  they  had  been  thoroughly  defeated. 

At  Solfermo— 24th  June — at  one  time  affairs  went  very  much 
as  at  our  first  Bull  Run,  while  the  hai*d  fighting  lasted,  and  the 
slightest  inclination  in  the  scales  of  fortune,  either  one  way  or  the 
other,  might  have  decided  the  result  differently.  As  at  Wagram, 
in  1809,. a  panic  was  reported  in  the  rear  of  the  French.  General 
Kearny  always  said,  while  he  ei^ted  to  the  skies  the  courage  and 
conduct  of  the  French,  that  it  was  a  ''touch  and  go"  matter,  and 
that  if  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  Austrians  had  been  duly 
employed  as  they  should  have  been,  the  victory  must  have  remained 
with  them.  It  was  very  much  like  Gettysburg,  with  a  different 
result  The  Austrians  occupied  a  fine  position,  and  if  the  hearts 
of  theu*  men  had  been  in  their  work,  as  those  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  were,  four  years  afterwards,  in  their  work,  Italy  would  not 
now  be  a  United  Kingdom. 

The  French  were  altogether  as  confident  and  determined  as  the 
Rebels ;  their  heart  was  in  the  business  before  them,  and  they 
triumphed.  Had  our  troops  held  the  heights  of  Solferino,  the 
superiority  of  the  men  would  have  compensated  for  the  inferiority 
of  their  leaders.  Solferino  realized  the  remark  of  Major-General 
BECKwrTH,  B.  A.,  a  Waterloo  vet^an :  "  That  every  battle  comes 
down  to  the  last  ten  minutes,  and  that  army  wins  which  has  ten 
minutes  the  most  fight  in  it"  Keaknt,  throughout  life,  always 
seemed  to  have  not  only  the  decisive  ten  minutes  fight  in  him,  bilt 
ten  minutes  more  to  spare.  Had  the  Austrians  fought  at  Solferino 
as  the  English  at  Inkerman,  ''a  soldier's  fight,"  as  the  English  com- 
mander admits,  the  French  would  not  have  had  the  ghost  of  a 
chance. 

This,  the  decisive  battle  of  the  campaign,  in  many  respects 
resembled  our  third  day's  fight  of  Grettysburg,  provided  the  ridge 
we  occupied  had  formed  a  comparatively  staight  line  of  ten  or 
twelve  miles,  instead  of  a  fish-hook  of  not  over  five  miles  in  the 
extent  of  its  curva  The  Sardinians  occupied  the  same  relative 
position  as  the  corps  of  the  rebel  Ewell  ;  Benedeck's  corps  repre- 
senting our  extreme  right  on  Gulp's  Hill. 

Benedeck  was  posted  not  far  from  Lonato,  where  the  first  Bona- 
parte, on  the  3d  August,  1796, 'signalized  himself  by  frightening 
four  thousand  Austrians  into  laying  down  their  arms  to  a  detachment 
of  about  twelve  hundred  French.    The  knowledge  of  this  exploit 
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must  have  steeled  the  nerves  of  the  Sardinians — many  of  whose 
fore&thers  served  under  Napoleon  I — ^to  an  intrepidity  akin  to  such 
high-souled  determination.  Castiglioney  a  little  to  the  northwest 
of  Solferino,  was  the  scene  of  one  of  the  French  Republican  vic- 
tories of  the  same  date  as  the  preceding.  This  is  credited  to 
Napoleon,  but  in  reality  was  due  to  Augereau.  When  Bona- 
parte "spoke  only  of  retiiing  across  the  Po,  it  was  on  the  earnest 
remonstrance  of  Auobrbau  that  the  resolution  of  marching  against' 
the  enemy  was  adopted."  Augereau's  resolution  led  to  the  vic- 
tories of  Lonato  and  Castiglione,  and  when  that  General  was  made 
a  Marshal  and  a  Duke,  his  title  was  derived  fi*om  the  latter,  the 
fi«ld  of  his  victory.  Here  again  the  Austrians  threw  up  the  game 
before  it  was  decided,  and  their  subsequent  retreat  proclaimed  the 
triumph  of  the  French. 

The  Heights  of  Solferino  were  to  the  Austrians  what  the  prolon- 
gation of  Cemeteiy  Ridge— where  Webb  met  the  shock  and  fury 
of  the  top  high-tide  wave  of  the  "  Slaveholder's  Rebellion  '* — ^was 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomaa 

Pickett's  charge  was  a  repitition  of  the  onset  of  the  Foot  Chas- 
seurs and  Volunteers  of  the  Imperial  Guard,  which  succeeded, 
captured  the  key-point,  pierced  the  Austrian  center,  and  decided 
the  battle.  Pickett  failed  for  the  very  reason  that  Manesqub  suo- 
ceeded.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac  saved  itself.  Intuitively  the 
Union  troops  streamed  to  the  menaced  point  to  feed  the  fight  On 
the  contraiy,  the  Austrians  did  not  reinforce  or  replace  the  ex- 
hausted defenders  of  Solferino.  Their  army  went  to  ruin  in  con- 
sequence, just  as  the  Army  of  ]St>rthem  Virginia  would  have  gone 
to  ruin  then  and  there  on  that  3d  July  afternoon,  had  Picketts' 
repulse  been  followed  up  with  energy ;  fully  justifying  the  remark  of 
the  rebel  sympathizer,  the  British  Colonel  FnEEMANTr^ : 

'^It  is  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  critical  state  of  affairs  as  they 
appeared  about  this  time.  If  the  enemy,  or  their  general,  had 
shown  any  enterprise,  there  is  no  saying  what  might  have  happened 
General  Lee  and  his  officers  were  evidently  fully  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  the  situation." 

In  this  battle  the  Austrian  eavalry  played  the  same  part  as 
BuFORD  in  the  disastrous  fight  of  Oak  lUdge,  1st  July,  1863. 
John  Buford,  to  your  honor  let  it  ever  be  remembered,  that  with 
your  cavalry  division  of  2200  men  (A.  B.  J.  152)  you  held  at  bay  one- 
third  of  Lee's  army  until  the  First  Coips  came  up;  fought  in  support 
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of  the  iu&ntry  all  through  that  Bnltrjr  sntnmer  day;  and  when  all 
seemed  to  have  gone  to  wreck,  you  presented  such  an  imposing 
front  to  the  successfbl  enemy,  as  enabled  the  beaten  troops  to 
establish  themselves  on  Cemetery  Ridge !  "The  steadfast  front  of 
Buford's  cavalry  in  the  flat  to  the  left  of  our  position,  deteixed  the 
enemy  from  pursuing.  * 

The  Austrian  cavalry  exhibited  the  same  iielf^acrificing  devotion. 
The  Brigade  Mensdorff*  boldly  advanced  into  the  plain  of  Medole, 
on  the  Austrian  left,  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  French  artillery  upon 
it,  and  thus  to  extricate  the  Austrian  artillery — subjected  to  a  front 
and  flank  fire — from  the  awkward  position  in  which  it  found  itself. 
The  cavalry  succeeded  in  this  act  of  noble  devotion,  and  accom- 
plished its  object,  although  at  a  heavy  loss. 

About  2  p.  M.  the  cavalry  of  the  Imperial  Ouard,  under  Morbts, 
to  whose  staff  Kbabnt  was  attached,  came  up  to  relieve  the  Second 
Corps,  McMahok,  fill  the  gap  left  by  the  advance  of  that  corps, 
and  connect  the  Fourth  Corps,  under  Marshal  Niel,  with  the  Third, 
under  Canrobert.  This  advance  of  this  magnificent  body  of  horse 
was  represented  in  a  spirited  sketch  from  the  pencil  of  M.  R.  de  la 
GiROKNSRRiE,  Lieutenant  in  the  Dragopns  of  the  Empress  Eugenie, 
published  in  the  Paris  ^^^  Illustration  "  They  came  up,  Chasseurs, 
Dragoons,  Lancers,  Cuirassiei^s,  in  column  of  squadrons,  having 
accomplished  six  leaguesf  at  full  trot  or  gallop,  in  the  midst  of  hor- 
rible clouds  of  dust,  across  a  country  very  "  impracticable  "  for  cav- 
alry, and  assumed  a  position  in  front  of  the  Austrian  infantry. 
These  last  attempted  to  make  a  break  when  the  Light  Brigade  of 
Chasseurs  d'Afrique  and  Guides  were  let  loose  upon  them.     At 

*  (See  BamB,  page  SS  )  There  was  an  Aastrlati  Oolonel,  MvNSDonrF,  who,  In  Sep- 
tember, 1818,  distinguished  himself  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  cavalry,  hovering  upon  all  the 
French  commnnications  between  Dresden,  Lelpsic,  and  Torgau/'— OnsTs'  Wars,  3, 4, 107. 
Coold  this  be  the  same  man,  still  a  bold  dragoon,  and,  like  Sadbtzkt,  an  enterprising 
leader,  in  a  green  old  age, 

t  This  was  nothing  to  the  exploits  of  the  Monnted  Troops  of  the  "  inimitable  Tobstxn- 
sov."  (Stuart's  Hlttory  of  Infantry ^  page  86.)  "  Will  the  cavalry  of  the  present  day 
march  fifteen  miles''  (German ;  sixty  to  seventy-five  Bogltsh)  **  and  fight  a  battle,  as  did 
the  cavalry  of  Tobstxnsok  in  1646  (38d  November,  1644,)  at  laierbok.*'  (''Steinmetz's 
Mutlutry  Inttruetlon  for  th€  Cavalry  Carbine  and  Piitol,  page  14).  For  this  battle  of 
Interbok,  see  J.  W.  de  Fs  Tobstkksok,  page  111.  What  made  the  achievement  of  the 
Swedish  Cavalry  the  more  wonderful,  they  performed  this  march  "  on  one  fodder''  ^Ton- 
8TBX80N  to  Wrakoxl,  94th  November,  1644),  and  nothing  saved  even  the  remnant  of  the 
Imperialists,  which  escaped,  but  the  C9mplete  exhaustion  of  the  victor's  animals.  Near 
Jaterbok  (Atjson,  iv.  ICJi,  L),  the  Prussian  Landwehr,  many  armed  with  pikes  (Sohbrr's 
61.UOHBB,  ill.  188-40),  gave  the  **  bravest  of  the  brave,"  Net,  a  thorough  beating,  and 
placed  the  name  of  Bcixm  ov  DsMViwm  in  the  rank  of  Fmssia'B  greatest  heroet. 
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the  same  time  General  Morris  supported  this  movement  with  his 
Lancers,  Dragoons,  and  Cuirassiers.  The  Austrian  infantry  were 
completely  overthrown,  as  well  as  the  Dragoons  of  the  Austi-ian 
Imperial  Guard  and  the  Hungarian  Hussars,  reputed  the  finest 
cavalry  in  Europe,  who  attempted  to  save  their  comrades  on  foot 
When  the  order  was  despatched  to  the  Chasseurs  d'Afrique  to 
make  then*  brilliant  onset  above  referred  to — ^likewise  depicted  by  the 
Chevalier  Giaccomelu  in  the  "  Illustration" — ^Kearny  requested 
permission  from  General  Morris  to  go  forward  and  witness  this 
charge  of  his  old  comrades  of  Africa.  Kearny  had  beheld  how 
they  charged  the  Kabyles  and  Arabs ;  he  wanted  to  see  if 
they  could  ^ catter  and  slaughter  the  Austrians  in  a  like  peculiar 
way.*  "  When  the, charge  took  place  he  (Kearny)  participated  in 
it,  holding  his  iridic  in  his  teeth,  toith  his  characteristic  impetu- 
osltt//*  "  Among  the  officers  in  this  charge  I  can  only  remember  *' 
— continues  the  letter  of  a  Boston  gentleman  who  accompanied 
Kearny  to  Italy — "  Jerome  Bonaparte  Patterson,"  a  West  Point 
graduate,  and  American,  from  Baltimore.  "  Twenty-seven  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  were  among  the  killed  and  wounded  " 
of  the  Chasseurs.  A  relative,  formerly  an  officer  United  States 
Dragoons,  adds,  that  "  General  Morris  slightly  reproved  Kearny  " 
for  thus  allowing  his  ardor  to  carry  him  away,  but,  as  Kearny  says 
in  his  own  letter  that  he  "  was  not  only  present  with  the  line  of  our 
(French)  cavalry  skirmishers,  but  as  well  in  every  charge  that  took 
place,"  the  reproof  was  doubtless  that  of  a  fond  father,  who,  fearing 
the  loss  of  a  daring  boy,  reproves  the  act  in  such  an  evident  tone 
of  admh'ation  as  to  nerve  and  stimulate  to  greater  deeds  of  daring 
gallantry.  This  brief  reference  to  Kearny,  filled  out  by  his  own 
sententious  avowal,  constitutes  him  a  grand  figure  in  the  glorious 
pai'ticipation  of  the  Cavalry  of  the  French  Imperial  Guards  in  the 
tremendous  conflict  of  Solferino.  It  shows  that  an  American  Vol- 
unteer played  his  part  with  sufficient  distinction  and  audacity  to 
attract  the  attention  and  win  the  applause  of  an  army  of  which  it 
was  remarked,  in  one  of  their  previous  invasions  of  Italy,  that  they 
mai'ched  to  death  with  as  gay  a  disregard  of  Ufe  as  if  they  had  the 
assurance  of  rising  again  from  the  dead  to  renew  the  struggle  the 

*  The  French  Csvaliy  "  did  little  or  nothing  on  tl^at  occasion  "  (the  Italian  War  of  1859). . 
The  French  Cavalry  was  positively  wasted  on  the  march,  rendered  nnflt  for  action,  and 
red  need  to  insigniflcant  dimensions.  (Stbinmetzs,  81-9,  "Mlscellanees  HUitaires,  by  Gen- 
eral Grand,  President  of  the  Cavalry  CommiBslon  at  the  French  War  Offlce,  p.  SO.") 
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next  day,  or  like  the  ancient  British  who  ^^made  their  boast 
thai  they  exposed  then*  bare  bosoms  and  white  tunics  to  the  lances 
and  swords  of  the  men  at  arms  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  they 
had  been  bom  invulnerable." 

It  is  very  curious  that  the  Austrians  contemplated  the  very 
movement  which  Meade,  according  to  Warren,  had  in  view  on 
the  2d  July  at  Gettysburg,  to  turn  the  rebel  flank,  and  that  the 
rebels  actually  attempted,  2d  July,  p.  m.,  when  so  signally  checked 
by  Sickles.  In  both  cases,  Gettysburg  and  Solferiho,  the  idea  of 
turning  was  abandoned,  and  the  affair  came  down  to  a  parallel 
fight,  culminating  in  an  attempt  to  pierce  the  center,  which  in  the 
former  case  failed,  and  in  the  latter  case  succeeded. 

Thus  General  Kearny,  who  had  commenced  his  education  for  a 
general's  command  in  Africa,  with  the  study  of  a  war  with  light 
troops,  and  took  his  next  lessons  in  the  Mexican  war  in  grand  tactics 
and  strategy — most  beautifully  carried  out  in  Turenne  style,  although 
on  a  small  scale  as  regarded  numbers — completed  his  course  of  in- 
struction in  a  campaign  on  the  grandest  scale,  since  the  Allies  and 
the  Austrians  brought  on  the  battle-field  at  Solferino  almost,  if  not 
altogether,  double  the  numbers  engaged  on  our  side  or  the  Rebels' 
in  any  battle  dming  the  "Slaveholders'  Rebellion.^'  It  is  true  that 
the  numbers  we  had  on  paper  at  Chaneellorsville  and  at  the  Wil- 
derness approached  somewhat  those  of  the  opposing  armies  at  Sol- 
ferino. A  great  propoition  of  these  could  be  as  little  counted  as 
actually  engaged,  as  the  corps  of  20,000  men  under  Jerome  Na- 
poleon, which  was  on  the  march  towai'ds  the  scene  of  conflict  on 
the  Mincio  (1859),  or  the  army  of  the  Archduke  John  at  the  epoch 
of  Wagram,  1809.*  Had  the  latter  brought  his  forces  into  action,  as 
he  could  have  done  with  ease  had  he  intended  so  to  do,  their  co-op- 
eration would  have  settled  the  fiate  of  the  First  Napoleon,  and  obvi- 
ated all  the  horrors  of  1812,  especially  at  Borodino  and  the  Bere- 
sina^  of  1813,  particularly  at  Leipsic;  of  1814,  and  of  1815,  at 
Waterloo. 

Rceher  in  his  charming  book  "  On  Cavalry"  says,  that  all  the 
actions  of  the  campaign  of  1859  were  decided  by  bayonet  charges-t 
This  would  have  been  totally  impossible  in  our  war,  for  the  charging 

*  "  An  AQBtrian  army,  to  th«  end  of  time,  will  nerer  cease  to  be  procraatinatiDg.'* 

(Cc8T8^  Wabs,  %d  Seriet,  Iv.,  88. 
t  RcRinBii'a  **  Cavalry ;  its  HUtory,  ManagemtrU^  and  Utet  in  War  J*   Chap.  ill.  118- 
115,  etc 
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colnmn,  if  of  any  extent  of  front,  wonld  have  been  annihilated  at 
a  distance  by  the  artillery  or  mnaketry  fire.  This  is  proved  by  the 
(onr)  medical  returns.  Hancock's  charge  at  Williamsborgh,  of 
which  so  mnch  was  said  at  the  time,  was  a  myth.*  McClellan  re- 
poited  it  as  he  reported  everything.  His  ilystem  of  laudation  was 
nothing  more  than  a  part  and  paroel  of  his  system  of  self  dec^tion, 
an  exuberance  of  kind-heartedness.  In  his  injustice  (charged  in 
Keabny's  letters  in  1861-2,  and  from  the  Peninsula),  if  nothing 
else,  he  did  resemble  Napouson.  Hancock  should  not  object  to 
having  the  truth  told  about  Williamsburgh.  He  is  a  brilliant  sol- 
dier, smd  can  a£brd  to  discard  laurels  not  actually  won,  since  he 
is  entitled  to  so  many  which  he  did  win  fiurly  and  magnificently. 

E^babny's  military  education  wte  now  complete.  He  had  pre- 
pared himself  thoroughly  for  a  general's  conm&and.  How  he  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  position  when  called  upon,  the  country 
well  knows. 

For  his  brilliant  soldiership  in  the  campaign  of  Solferino, 
Kbabny  received  the  Cross  of  the  "  Legion  of  Honor"t  from  the 
Fr^ich  Emperor.  He  was  very  proud  of  this  distinction,  because 
he  was  the  jflrst  American  who  had  ever  been  thus  honored  for 
mUitary  service. 

Little  did  Eearnt  dream  when  he  saw  one  hundred  and  forty 

thousand  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  French  and  Sardinians, 

'  marshalled  ^ong  a  front  of  ten  to  twelve  miles,  that  he  would  live 

to  see  within  three  years  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  free 

*  Hl8  flrat  laurels  weito  gained  at  WilliamsbaiiK;  bat  the  story  of  a  celebrated  chai^ 
that  gave  him  the  day's  applause  and  McClellan^s  encomium  of  the  "superb  Hancock,* 
was  altogether  flctltions.    The  tamsket,  not  the  bayonet,  gave  him  the  victory.**    ^^Cam^ 
paignt  of  a  Non-eombatanW"  by  Gbo.  Alvakd  Townsskd,  1868,  page  78.)    Compare 
DM  Tbobbiakd,  I.  901 ;  Capt.  Blaks,  84,  Ac 

t  It  has  been  stated,  and  the  statement  has  been  repeated  by  American  writers,  and  a 
French  military  author,  als(/,  who  ought  to  have  known  whether  the  fiyit  was  so  or  not, 
that  Phiup  KvAiurr  received  the  Croat  oftht  Legion  Honor  from  Louis  Philipfb,  f*r 
his  gallantry  in  Algiers  in  (1889  ?)  1840.  The  writer  is  of  opinion  that  this  is  partly  a  fact  and 
partly  an  error.  Kiabht  was  at  that  time  an  officer  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  consequently  cmild  not  accept  any  foreign  decoration.  That  the  story  is  cnr- 
rent,  and  has  been  repeated  by  a  gentleitnan  who  had  ample  opportunities  of  knowing  the 
truth,  renders  it  very  probable  that  Louis  Phiuppb,  on  the  recommendation  of  his  sons, 
the  DUKX  OF  Oblsans,  who  commanded  a  division  and  corps,  with  whom  Kbabmt  served 
in  Africa,  and  the  Dukb  d*Auicali,  who  served  with  the  very  regiment  to  which  KsARirr 
was  attached,  offered  Ekabkt  the  cross,  which  his  military  obligations  to  the  United 
States  compelled  him  to  reftise.  Ebarht  was  too  modest  a  man  to  mention  such  a  fact 
himself,  but  doubtless  this  is  a  true  explanation  of  the  case.  Although  he  was  the  first 
American  who  ever  received  the  Cross  of  Honor  for  mUUarff  terviu,  was  he  the  first 
who  received  It  for  jfoUantry  in  action  t 
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Americans  of  the  North,  marshalled  along  a  line  of  fifteen  hundred 
miles  against  fi'om  five  hundred  thousand  to  one  million  supporters 
of  slavery  and  then*  savage  allies.  Much  less  did  he  dream  when 
he  saw  the  confusion  which  reigned  at  times  in  the  vast  trains  ac- 
companying the  French  army  and  sometimes  precluded  the  advance 
of  troops,  when  rapid  movements  were  indispensable  to  decisive  suc- 
cess, that  he  would  see  armies,  as  great  as  ours,  fed  with  the  regu- 
larity of  a  family ;  and  that  same  Rufus  Ikgalls — who  fitted  out  his 
little  expedition  against  the  Rogue  River  Indians  im  1851 — ^in  1861 
-*5  feeding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  moving  trains  more 
numerous  than  those  of  the  AUies,  over  roads  so  bad  that  no  Emx>- 
pean  quartermaster  could  conceive  their  badness,  with  almost  the 
certainty  of  a  well  regulated  machina  Ebabnt  could  appreciate 
and  exemplify  the  nobility  and  extent  of  American  courage.  He 
was  yet  to  learn  the  scope  and  grandeur  of  American  intelligence 
as  applied  to  logistics  or  military  intendancy,  in  which  the  French 
were  hitherto  supposed  to  excel  all  other  nations. 


• 


CHAPTER   XVI. 
*'the  type  volunteer  general  op  the  wab.* 

**Deim  Blitze  Gottes  spnihte  detn  Blick  I  dein  Ruf 
War  Donner !  Siegeezelchen  dein  FederbnBch  I 

Deln  Arm  War  Storm  I    Dein  Schwert  den  Deatschoi 
Leitender,  tUgender  Strahl  dem  Fclnde  I '' 

Stolbbbq's  **  Ode  to  Bluobbb." 

**A  Governor  not  too  im-iperiect  would  have  recognized  this  Gubtayus^ 
what  his  purposes  and  likelihoods  were ;  the  feeling  wonld  have  heen,  checked  hy 
dae  circamspectnesst '  Up^  my  men  /  let  us  fottote  this  man  ;  M  hs  live  and 
die  in  tlie  cause  this  man  goes  for.  Live  otherwise  with  honor ^  or  die  other-' 
wise  ioUh  honor^  tee  cannot^  in  the  pass  things  Jiaw  come  to,* " 

Cabtle*s  Fbedebic  the  Gee  at,  I.,  249. 

** And  ^mld  this  tnmolt  Kubla  hoard  from  far 
Ancestral  voices  prophecying  war.**  XTolebxdgx. 

**  In  native  swords  and  native  ranks 
The  only  hope  of  safety  dwells."  Btboh. 

**  The  trade  of  war  demands  no  saints.** 

SlE  WAX.TBB  800TT*S  "iiMoC.** 

**  This  Walpov— a  dtlsep  of  Bremen,  first  Ghand  Master  of  the  Knights  Hospitalers— 
was  not  by  birth  a  nobleman,  bat  his  deeds  were  noble." 

Cabltlb's  **FBBDnBio  THB  Gbbat,**  I.,  84. 

Was  is  a  difficult  sdenoe,  which  cannot  be  mastered  by  experience  alone ;  its 
principles  and  rules  require  earefid  study  and  refleeUon,  Lessons  i^icked  up  at 
random  are  generally  uncertain  or  erroneous,  often  costly  to  him  who  receives 
them,  and  almost  always  fatal  to  the  State.  '^  Whatever  argument,"  says 
Washington,  '*  may  be  drawn  from  particular  examples,  superficially  viewed, 
a  thojTOugh  examination  of  the  subject  will  evince  that  the  art  of  war  Is  both 
comprehensive  and  complicated ;  that  it  demands  much  previous  study,  and  that 
the  possession  of  it  in  its  most  improved  and  perfect  state  is  always  of  great 
moment  to  a  nation. **  Napoleon  I.  admitted,  after  fourteen  campaigns  and  un- 
paralleled successes,  i^texperienee  in  war,  familiarity  with  the  cornet,  and 
the  best  devdoped  warAUce  virtues,  were  insufficient  to  form  good  officers;  and 
regretted  that  most  of  his  generals  had  not  had  opportunities  to  acquire  the  theo- 
retical knowledge  they  were  so  much  in  need  of  Fbedebio  II.  thought  in 
like  manner,  and  in  a  characteristic  letter,  which  he  wrote  to  General  Fouquet, 
he  remarked :  ^^Of  what  use  is  expbbienob  if  it  is  not  guided  by  beflection  T* 

RoBiCEB's  "  Oavairy;  Its  Uses,"  4be. 
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'*  Beading  and  Diflooime  are  requisite  to  make  a  soldier  perfect  in  the  Art  Mill* 
tary,  haw  greai  904ter  ?Uspr<uUo<jU  knatoledge  may  be.** 

Monk,  Jhike  ofAlbermarU. 

"  By  the  Fortngaeee  law  "  (when  Portngid  was  a  coontiy  whose  inflnenoe  was 
felt)  **  every  person  was  bonnd  to  serve  in  this  force ''  (militia,  called  Ordonen- 
zas)  "for  the  defence  of  the  country,  from  eighteen  to  sixty  years  of  age.  They 
,  were  organized  in  battalions  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  und^r  the  com- 
mand of  the  chief  landed  proprietors  of  the  district,  and,  invariaUy^  whether 
against  the  Moors  or  Spaniards,  rendered  more  important  services  to  UtMr  coun- 
try than  tJieregutar  army,**  STVAsi^s  ^^  History  of  Infantry."* 

"  No  regular  army,  but  every  dtiien  a  soldier.** 

Motto  of  the  Swiss  Confederacy 

**  Militare  nihil  est,  sed  sapere  necesseest." 

Boman  axiom,  from  ^^Les  JSvotuUons  de  Ligne,*  by 

OoUmd  Layei^aine  db  Maubbuob. 

On  the  18th  June,  1816,  the  Frussian  visitors  at  Carlsbad  got  up  a  festival  in 
honor  of  the  anniversary  of  BtUe  AUianee  (Waterloo),  but,  already,  among  cer- 
tain classes,  had  1818  (the  uprising  of  the  German  Pboplb)  been  so  completely 
'  forgotten  that  the  aristocracy  wished  to  celebrate  the  occasion  entirdy  distinct  from 
the  citizens.  '*  Nonsense !"  with  an  oath,  said  Bluchbb,  and  attended  the  ban- 
quet of  the  Qitizens,  although  their  invitation  was  subsequent  to  that  of  the  Caste, 
to  which  he  seemed  to  belong.  ^  Badges  of  honor,  titles,  dignities,  rewards,  pre- 
cious and  various,  have  fallen  to  my  lot,"  spoke  Blucheb,  in  answer  to  the  toast 
in  his  name,  ^  but  I  find  the  most  gratifying  recompense  in  the  love  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  in  the  respect  of  my  assodates,  and  in  the  consciousness  of  having  done 
my  duty.**  Then  he  repaired  to  the  entertainment  of  the  Yunkbbs  (equivalent 
as  a  rule,  with  glorious— 12  it  profane  to  say  god-Wee— exeepUons^  to  the  caste  of 
Federal  officials),  and  expressed  himself -witii  BLUOHEB-like  clearness:  ''The 
sons  of  citizens  and  nobles"*  (parallels  in  their  own  conceit,  are  to  J)e  found  in 
plenty  in  this  country),  "have  fought  out  this  conflict  (Gemuiny's  War  of  Libera- 
tion), side  by  side,  with  equal  bravery ;  and,  therefore,  should  they  now  dance,  and 
associate,  and  rejoice  over  the  victory  together,  like  brothers." 

JOHANN  Schbbb*8  **Bluchbb,"  HI.,  419. 

Several  of  the  greatest  generals  noted  in  history  were  bom  great  captains,  de- 
veloped their  immense  powers  by  study,  and  stepped  from  civil  life  or  authority 
into  military  commands  on  the  grandest  scale.  Lucullub,  in  antiquity,  is  the  ex- 

*  Was  there  no  exhibition  of  this  exdosiveness  of  caste  exhibited  daring  onr  great  war? 
The  reader  will  find  in  Town«bnd*8  *^  Campaiffns  of  a  **  yon-eombatanr  thefoUoiTliig 
sentence,  at  page  M0 :  **No<  the  least  among  the  cauMS  of  the  North's  inefficiency  will  be 
foand  the  ill-feeling  between  the  prof asflional  and  dvil  soldiery;  a  Regular  coctemnt  a 
Volanteer;  a  Volnnteer  hates  a  Regnlar.'*  The  writer  has  heard  timilar  oxproMions  of 
opinion  and  feeling  from  Volanteer  officers  who  served  with  marked  distinction.  But  there 
were  god-like  ezcep^ons  to  any  assamption  of  tnperiority  among  the  Rogolars ;  among 
these  Msjor-Gcnerals  Hooxsn,  Huxphrbts,  PzjiASAMTOir,  and  many  others,  friends,  whom 
every  patriot  delights  to  cherish  and  humu. 
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ample  quoted  by  Fbedebio  thb  GREAT.  But  it  is  seedleM  to  refer  to  nidi 
distant  times.  Spinola,  Cbomwell,  Biiakb,  the  Great  Conde,  are  well 
known  examples ;  bnt  the  most  remarkable,  perhaps,  is  Lord  Cliyb.  **  The  fiune 
of  those  who  subdned  Antioohub  and  TiORAKES  grows  dim  when  compared  with 
the  splendor  of  the  exploits  which  the  TouNO  English  Adventctrer  achieved 
at  the  head  of  an  army  not  eqnal  in  numbers  to  one-half  a  Homan  Legion.  His 
name  stands  high  on  the  roll  of  conquerors,"  ''hot  it  is  found  in  a  better  list,  on 
the  list  of  those  who  have  done  and  suffered  much  for  the  happiness  of  mankind.  ** 
**  It  is  hard  to  say  whether  he  appears  with  more  lustre  as  the  hero  whose  single 
exploits  laid  the  foundation  of  a  mighty  empire,  or  as  the  governor  whose  resolu- 
tion and  integrity  stamped  the  characters  which  have  given  stability  and  perma- 
nence to  its  power."  ^LoRD  CijyB's  genius  far  uar  wu  intuiiwe  ;  he  had  little 
instruction^  and  no  eauneeUorijfor  he  woe  one  of  the  few  men  whose  conduct 
was  always  directed  by  the  dictates  of  his  own  mind,  and  whose  decisions  were, 
therefore,  secret.  Like  all  great  men,  he  took  counsel  only  of  himself ;  and  like 
the  first  of  the  CfiBARS,  the  talents  of  other  men  could  add  little  to  his  genius.  He 
was  bom  a  leader;  and  the  great  Lord  Chatham  pronounced  kirn  to  be  a 
heaven-bom  general;  for  without  experience,  or  being  much  vexved  in  military 
affairs,  he  had  surpassed  all  the  officers  of  lus  time^  He  tflOi,  in  truth,  compelled 
to  form  himself  as  weU  as  his  officers  and  his  army  ;  and  it  is  said  that,  of  the 
eight  officers  wJio  commanded  under  him  at  the  defence  of  Arcot,  only  two  had 
ever  been  in  fiction,  and  four  out  of  the  eight  were  mere  factors  of  the  (East 
India)  Company,  induced  by  Clivers  example  to  volunteer  their  services.  But 
although  nothing  is  known  of  the  steps  he  took  to  propaie  himself  for  military  life 
in  youth,  he  was  early  remarkable  for  a  bold  and  adventaroos  spirit.  An  aversion 
to  control  marked  lus  boyhood  and  his  maturity.  •  •  «  •  He  certainlv  de- 
voted much  of  his  time,  on  his  arrival  at  Madras,  and  for  the  first  five  years  of  his 
residence  there,  to  reading,  during  which  period  he  must  have  acquired  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  knowledge.  It  would  be  unreasonable,  therefore,  to  suppose 
that  he  was  wholly  indebted  to  his  genius — nor  are,  indeed,  men  ever  so — yet, 
doubtless,  like  all  great  minds,  he  could  not  only  devise  and  decide,  bnt  he  oonjd 
communicate  his  ardent  spirit  to  his  followers,  and  awaken  a  devotion^  which  can 
alone  be  acquired  in  war  by  great  natural  qualities.  The  East  India  Company 
never  had  a  more  zealous,  upright,  and  efficient  servant ;  and  it  is  without  qnee- 
tion  that  Great  Britain  mainly  owes  her  Eastern  Empire  to  Lord  Clive." 

Alison,  Macaulay  and  Lebut.-Gbn.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Cust. 

Major  Philip  Eeabnt,  decorated  for  resplendent  soldiership 
abroad,  brevettedfor  gallant  and  meritorious  servioe  at  home,  whose 
empty  sleeve  was  a  continual  reminder  which  rendered  words 
supei*fluous  to  tell  that  be  bad  won  bis  bonors  in  "the  fore-ii*ent  of 
the  beady  fight " — ^bad  finished  bis  most  thorough  course  of  prep- 
aration for  a  General's  command.  Having  reached  the  age  of 
forty-six  yeara,  be  was  now  about  to  prove  that  the  time  devoted 
to  perfecting  himself  in  bis  profession  bad  not  been'  thrown  away. 
His  quickness  of  eye  and  peculiar  Acuity  of  acquiring  at  a  glance 
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a  complete  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  any  field  of  action^^ 
his  unerring  military  sagacity — ^had  as  much  to  do  with  winning  the 
Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  as  his  dash  and  intrepidity.  In 
that  short,  sharp,  and  decisive  Italian  campaign  of  1859,  he  had 
developed  as  much  mind  as  action. 

In  the  fall  of  1860,  and  during  the  ensuing  winter,  startling 
events,  treading  upon  the  heels  of  events  no  less  momentuous  and 
unexpected,  revealed  the  mournful  fact  that  the  peace  which  had 
blessed  our  countiy  with  half  a  century  of  prosperous  deyelopment 
without  a  parallel,  was  about  to  terminate.  The  crisis  towards 
which  all  the  great  events  of  American  history  had  been  tending, 
from  the  formaition  of  the  Government  to  the  election  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  wa»  at  hand.  The  blackness  which  portended  the  tem- 
pest hung  over  the  land.  All  hopes  that  the  clouds  would  dieperae 
had  given  way  to  an  almost  awful  awaiting  of  the  bursting  of  the 
storm.  It  broke  in  the  roar  of  the  cannon  which  opened  on  Fort 
Sumter;  but  the  menace  of  the  preceding  ominous  thunder  had 
been  heard  long  before  that  artillery  flashed  forth  the  signal  that 
"peace  had  ascended  to  Heaven." 

No  sooner  had  the  tocsin  of  alarm  resounded  across  the  Atlantic, 
than  Kbabnt's  patriotism  responded  to  the  appeal  There  needed 
no  fiery  cross  to  summon  him  to  arms.  His  own  ardent  spirit 
answered  the  invocation  of  his  menaced  Fatherland  as  instantly  aa 
the  explosion  of  a  gun  follows  the  application  of  the  match — aa 
instantly  as  beacon  was  wont  to  answer  beacon  when  the  English 
coast  or  Scottish  border  was  menaced  by  the  foe. 

Keabm^  had  always  looked  forward  to  an  opportunity  of  shining 

in  war  under  the  flag  of  his  country.     But  his  wildest  dreams  had 

never  pictured  that  he  was  to  loom  up  the  grandest  military  figve 

of  a  civil  war  in  the  United  States,  in  whose  presence  aU  previo«9 

I  civil  wars  were  to  sink  into  insignificance. 

Alas,  the  stage  on  which  Ebabny  was  so  greatly  to  deport  him- 
self, the  theatre  in  which  he  was  to  display  so  admirably  the  results 
of  his  natural  gifts  when  matured  by  experience,  was  no  longer  the 
Tell  and  the  Atlas,  the  Alps  and  the  Milanese,  Afi-ica  and  Italy, 
but  his  own  dear  country,  convulsed  by  a  Rebellion  begotten  of  the 
"Barbarism  of  Slavery;"  more  barbarous  in  the  spirit  it  had  en- 
gendered that  the  savageness  of  the  Kabyles,  strangers  to  Christian- 
ity,  against  whom  he  had  first  flashed  his  sabre. 

He  was  now  about  to  draw  his  sword,  not  against  the  Mexioas, 
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the  enemj  of  the  United  States ;  nor  the  Indian,  the  opponent  of 
civilization ;  nor  the  Austrian,  the  foe  of  liberal  ideas ;  but  against 
traitors  as  criminal  as  those  who  linked  their  fortunes  to  the  im- 
pious Cataxine;  against  patricides,  who  aimed  their  murderous 
steel  against  the  Constitution  and  the  laws — ^the  integrity  and  the 
veiy  existence  of  their  native  land. 

His  patriotism  was  all  aflame ;  a  patriotism  which  ordinary  minds 
can  scarcely  conceive;  a  patriotism  which  very  few  men  have 
sufficient  magnanimity  to  appreciate.  To  him  the  word  "Father- 
land,** or  "  native  country  **  were  not  mere  expressions  or  empty 
words.  His  associates  had  hitherto  been  chosen  from  that  class  of 
men — many  of  these  Southerners,  and  their  affiliations  or  eonnet- 
tions,  who  were  looked  upon  in  Europe  as  the  finest,  nay,  the  only 
types  of  American  gentlemen — ^for  few  men,  however  independent 
in  thek  line  of  thought,  can  reason  with  Burns: 

**  The  rank  is  but  the  gnineaa  atamp^ 
The  man*a  the  gold  for  a*  that;" 

Or  with  Wtcherlt: 

**  I  weigh  the  SCAN,  not  hia  title ; 
'Tis  not  the  king's  stamp  can  make  the  metal  better." 

The  majority  of  the  ablest  officers  who  betrayed  their  conntry, 
and  broke  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  had  been  his  companions  in 
arms.  The  reader  will  remember  that  three,  who  rose  to  high 
commands  in  the  irebel  army,  one  to  the  highest,  were  with  him 
upon  the  fii'st  occasion  in  which  he  distinguished  himself  in  Mexico^ 
that  reconnoisance  which  Soott  styled  the  greatest  of  the  campaign ; 
and  Stonewall  Jackson's  chosen  successor  in  command,  was  with 
our  hero  in  his  charge  into  the  very  gate  of  the  Aztec  capital  His 
style  of  life,  his  taste  for  art  and  display,  yes,  it  may  as  well  be  ad- 
mitted, his  strong  inclination  for  luxurious  and  elegant  ease,  were 
more  consistent  with  the  habitudes  of  Southern  thsm  Northei*n  life 
and  manner  of  living. 

But  there  is  often  a  depth  of  feeling  in  individuals  of  this  type 
which  falsifies  thejudgmentof  ordinaiy  men.  Cavoub  was  an  ex- 
ample of  this.  In  the  bosom  of  the  man  of  the  world  and  the  ^^  lion 
of  society  '*  beat  the  heart  of  a  patriot ;  of  a  statesman,  as  alive  to 
the  interests  of  his  country,  as  a  Franklin  or  an  Af>AHS  or  a 
Waahington.    The  flame  may  not  have  been  as  pore,  according  to 
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the  snperficial  judgment  of  the  world — ^because  the  wor'd  judges 
simply  by  the  outside— but  it  was  as  ardent  and  unselfish.  Self 
disappeared  before  the  question  of  country.  "  WTuxt  am  I"  ex- 
claimed Kearny,  "  if  no  longer  an  American  f*  This  exclamation 
summed  up  the  whole  argument  He,  the  soldier,  who  had  served 
all  over  this  Continent,  had  learned  what  a  magnificant  empire 
acknowledged  our  sway ;  he,  the  wanderer,  who  had  traversed  land 
and  sea,  had  learned  what  nationality  meant  '^  Gives  romanus 
SUM  "  had  been  the  watchword  which  carried  a  citizen  of  the  greatest 
Republic  of  antiquity  safe  and  respected  throughout  the  thenknown 
world.  It  enabled  him  to  brave  the  despot  on  his  throne,  and  daunt 
the  savage  in  his  wild.  Years  after  that  grand  old  Republic  had 
lapsed  into  a  centralized  absolutism — ^God  grant  that  such  be  not 
the  fate  of  ours.  St.  Paul,  the  true  exemplar  of  a  Christian  gen- 
tleman, the  greatest  examplar  of  manhood,  owed  his  safety  to  his 
declaration  to  the  Centurion  and  Chief  Captain  that  he  was  Si  free- 
born  Roman  citizen.  Even  so  Kearny  felt  with  regard  to  his 
birthright:  ^^J  am  an  American  citizen,  was  hia  boast,  his  de- 
fence^ and  his  pride"  "He  loved  his  country,  its  grand  present, 
its  almost  infinitely  grander  future.  He  saw  the  crumbling  of 
foreign  empires,  the  worthless  trial  of  foreign  greatness.  He  saw 
clearly  how  all  that  was  old  was  destined  to  sure  decay,  and  hqw 
much  the  world  was  to  owe  to  the  freedom,  the  education,  the  civ- 
ilization of  the  American  Republic.  And  then,  too,  America  was 
liis  country.  To  her  he  had  sworn  allegiance.  For  her  he  had  lost 
his  aiTu  ;  for  her  he  had  braved  death  on  every  battle-field  from 
Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  and  at  the  hands  of  the  treacherous  savaire. 
And  so  to  save  the  nation,  to  do  his  part  to  secure  her  existence, 
and  to  put  down  villahiy  and  insanity,  which  threatened  her  life, 
tluntghdisstKzdedby  ail  his  military  friends  in  Paris,  he  hastened 
to  give  all  the  energies  of  his  nature  to  the  cause  of  his  dear  country. 
Those  who  conversed  with  him  and  knew  the  thoughts  of  his  heai*t, 
those  alone  can  know  how  firm  and  unalloyed  was  the  pati*iot- 
ism  which  brought  him  home." 

"  We  parted  in  Paris,  in  1860,-^"  are  the  words  of  a  letter  from 
an  officer  who  served,  in  1859,  with  the  Sardinians,  as  Kearny  did 
with  the  French — "  and  I  returned  home,  and  I  remember  his  last 
request  was  to  let  him  know  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  United  States. 
As  soon  as  the  secession  of  the  Southern  States  appeared  inevitable 
I  informed  him  to  that  effect^  and  received  for  answer  that  he 
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would  immediately  return  home  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Admin- 
istration in  the  war ;  concluding  by  saving  that  he  had  no  trust  or 
confidence  in  the  Southern  men  or  measures  from  the  start,  and  that 
they  were  unfit  to  govern  themselves,  even  if  they  should  succeed  in 
establishing  their  independence,  as  there  was  nothing  practical 
about  them. "  General  Muffling,  in  his  "  Pa98age8from  My  Life^^ 
has  (page  267~'8)  an  apposite  remark  in  this  connection :  ^^  The 
great  mass  of  the  French  people  are  very  intelligent,  but  there  are 
many  vain,  egotistical,  and  quarrelsome  individuals  amongst  them, 
vho  must  be  summarUy  dealt  toith.  One  who  yields  appears  to 
them  weak ;  he  who  changes  his  measures,  inconsistent  and  trifling." 
E^iuunr  saw  through  the  Southerners  as  Muffijko  did  the  French. 
It  is  a  pity  that  our  government  did  not  act  in  1865.  as  Blucuer  and 
MuFFLiNO  did  in  1815.  The  matter  would  have  been  settled,  if  blows 
became  absolutely  necessary,  at  the  cost  of  a  score  or  two  of  lives  I 
This  would  have  established  tranquility  and  secured  its  continuance. 
There  would  have  been  no  more  talking  of  renewing  the  struggle, 
but  peaceable  if  not  cheei-tiil  obedience  to  the  inevitable. 

^^I  suppose  you  are  already  familiar  with  the  cool  treatment  he 
received  from  the  government  on  his  application  for  service,  and  he 
Seemed  on  more  than  one  oC'Casion  to  me  to  think  seriously  of  giving 
up  all  hope  of  employment  by  the  action  of  the  Administration,  but 
persevered  until  his  daims  were  aeknoholedged" 

At  that  time  it  was  not  thought  nec^sary  to  have  trained  sol- 
diers to  command  our  raw  levies,  and  their  merits  were  never  fully  ^ 
acknowledged  thi-oughout  the  war,  or  Keabmt's  ^*  splendid  coup 
dceil;  his  quiet  judgment,  sang-froid,  and  pi-6mpt  decision;  his 
electric  influence,  with  his  soldiers  and  splendid  valor,  would  have 
been  sooner  acknowledged. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1861,  on  receiving  the  first  reliable  intelli- 
gence of  his  country's  imminent  peril,  Keabky  broke  up  his  luxu- 
rious establishment  in  Paris,  took  ship  for  the  United  States,  and 
without  the  loss  of  an  hour,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in  New  York, 
proceeded  on  to  Washington  to  offer  his  services  to  the  President. 
Well  may  his  eulogist  declare,  that  he  was  not  welcomed  as  he 
should  have  been.  It  was  with  Kearny  as  it  had  been  with  many 
an  able  n^an  before  him.  He  was  rejected  because  the  mine  of  un- 
told preciousness  was  concealed  beneath  the  modest  demeanor  in- 
separable from  true  gentility  and  heroism.  Even  so,  Fbbdinand  IL, 
Emperor  of  Austriai  rejected  Koniosmabck,  a  man  very  much  akin 
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to  Keabnt  in  his  military  qualifications.  -Even  so,  Louis  XIV. 
refused  with  scorn  the  services  of  Pbincb  Eugene,  the  greatest 
general  ever  thus  vouchsafed  for  the  salvation  of  Aasti*ia.  Even  so, 
Frederic  the  Great  tnmed  his  back  upon  Laudon,  because  he 
did  not  like  his  books ;  and  learned  by  sad  ezperienee  that  he  had 
driven  into  the  enemy's  ranks  the  most  dangerous  adversary  and 
the  ablest  general  the  King  encountered  in  his  whole  subsequent 
career.    Each  of  these  monarchs  were  akin  to  him. 

-— ^"  whoee  hand. 
Like  the  bue  Jodean,  threw  a  pearl  away, 
Bicher  than  aU  his  tribe." 

But  although  Kbabnt  was  like  to  Konigsvahck,  and  to  Prince 
Eugene,  and  to  Laudon  in  his  eminent  ability,  his  spirit  was  none 
of  theirs.  Undeserved  mis-appreciation  and  rejection  could  not 
arm  his  hand  against  the  authority  which  would  not  recogni2e*his 
merit,  nor  glue  his  sword  to  its  scabbard.  From  the  President  of 
the  United  States  he  turned  to  the  Governor  of  his  native  State. 
The  reader  will  remember  that,  when  the  Federal  Government  * 
first  called  upon  the  loyal  Executives  to  furnish  their  appropriate 
quotas  of  troops,  it  was  generally  understood  that  the  different 
Governors  were  to  be  permitted  to  iippoint  a  number  of  general 
officers,  in  proportion  to  the  numerical  force  organized  within  their 
jurisdictions.  Thus  it  was — ^through  local  political  influence-— that 
John  A.  Dix  obtained  his  Major-General's  commission. 

Up  to  this  time,  Kearitt  had  never  claimed  to  be  otherwise 
than  a  citizen  of  the  ^^  Empire  State."  He  was  a  New  Torker, 
bom  and  bred.  Like  his  uncle-— Major-General  Stephen  Watts 
KEARNT-^before  him,  he  had  been  appointed  to  the  United  States 
army  from  New  York.  The  majority  of  his  interests  lay  in  his 
native  city,  derived  from  ancestors  who  never  had  any  connection 
with  another  Stata  Consequently,  on  the  advice  of  Lieutenant 
General  Scott,  he  hastened  back  from  the  Capital  of  the  nation  to 
the  Capital  of  his  native  State,  there  to  prefer  his  claims  for 
appointment  as  a  General— due  to  him  as  a  citizen  of  acknow* 
ledged  talent,  of  experienced  ability,  of  tried  valor,  who  had  proved 
himiself  under  his  own  and  foreign  ensigns,  always,  everywhere, 
"  every  inch  a  soldier." 

His  life-long  career,  his  very  record  of  service,  ought  to  have 
been  sufficient  to  have  obtained  for  him  one  of  the  four  Major  or 
Brigadier-Generalships  to  which  the  State  of  New  York  was  e»li- 
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tlecL  That  his  arrival  waa  not  nnnotiGed,  and  that  the  man  him* 
self  was  well-known,  is  demonstrated  by  the  following  article,  of 
which  a  copy  was  furnished  for  this  work  as  soon  as  its  preparation 
was  made  known. 

**  Among  the  late  arriTalii,'  we  notioe  the  name  of  that  distingaifhed  officer. 
Major  EsABNY,  late  oi  the  army. 

?' Major  Eeabnt,  after  an  absence  of  two  or  three  yean,  retoms  home  to 
offer  hU  services  in  the  support  of  omr  Grovemment  and  the  flag  onder  which  he 
has  so  nobly  battled.  He  is  now  at  Albany,  urging  upon  the  Governor  hh 
claims  to  a  high  position  in  the  VohmUer  force  of  ike  8kUe.  In  this  oonneo- 
tioD,  it  will  not  be  amiM  to  state  what  have  been  Major  Kbabnt's  services  and 
military  experience. 

*'  He  entered  onr  army  in  1886  as  Lieutenant  of  Dragoons,  and  for  years  served 
on  onr  Western  frontier,  under  that  able  and  distinguished  officer,  Stephen 
Watts  Keabity,  then  Colonel  of  First  Dragoons,  and  afterwards  in  connection 
with  Ck>mmodore  Stockton,  the  Ckmqueror  and  Militaty  Governor  of  California. 
Major  Kbakny  afterwards  served  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  lost  an  arm  in  a 
gallant  charge  at  the  City  of  Mexico,  General  Soott  mentions  him  as  among 
*  the  bravest  of  the  brave.' 

''In  addition  to  his  almost  constant  military  duty  in  this  country,  he  had  the 
glory  of  serving  a  campaign  in  Africa,  under  the  Dxtkb  d'OBLEANS,  and  still 
later  he  served  with  the  French  Cavalry  at  Mferino,  and  received  from  the  Em- 
peror public  acknowledgment  of  his  service  and  bravery,  and  a  decoration  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor. 

'*  Few  men  have  seen  nx>re  active  service,  and  still  fewer  of  our  countrymen 
have  ever  witnessed  the  movements  of  such  laige  and  splendid  armies. 

**  His  valuable  experience  should  not  lie  refused  at  this  time,  when  toe  are  eo  eacUy 
in  toant  of  experienced  eommandere  without  a  taint  of  treason.  Such  is 
Major  Eeabnt.  His  time,  liis  fortune,  his  great  experience,  are  freely  offered, 
and  should  be  accepted  by  hie  native  State" 

Eeaunt  bore  with  liim  to  Albany  a.  certificate  from  Lieutenant- 

General  Scorr,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  United  States  army,  of 

which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

headquarters  of  the  army,  ) 

WAsmNOTON,  May  1, 1861.        f 
To  nU  SxedUnojf  Qodemar  Moboav,  c/  ir$w  York  t 

Sib  : — ^I  beg  leave  to  suggest  Major  Philip  Eeabnt,  of  New  York,  late  a 
distinguished  officer  of  the  army,  for  a  high  commission  in  the  yeto  York  Voi- 
unteers.  Major  Kbabnt's  long  and  valuable  experience  in  actual  military  service 
seems  to  commend  him  as  a  useful  as  well  as  a  valuable  commander  and  disciplina- 
rian.  He  is  among  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  of  the  highest  military  spirit  and 

bearing. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Ezcellency'a 

lioet  obedient  servant, 

'JJigned)  Wintzbu)  Soott. 


/•  •-^-^ 
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It  would  scarcely  be  believed  that  the  claims  of  such  a  man  were 
ignored  in  Cwor  of  individuals  who  had  scai'cely  more  to  recom- 
mend them  than  the  presumption  with  which  they  preferred  their 
applications,  and  the  want  of  principle  with  which  those  applications 
were  pressed  and  backed  by  ignorant  politicians,  and  woi*8e<  The 
letters  of  many  of  our  influential  citizens,  men  of  acknowledged 
judgment  and  worth,  received  no  more  attention  than  the  testi 
monial  of  General  Scott,  of  which  Keakny  himself  justly  wrote,  8th 
May,  1864:  "General  Scott's  letter  to  Governor  Morqan  is  cer- 
tainly very  strong,  and  I  presume  it  is  the  only  testimony  of  the 
kind  that  he  has  ever  extended  to  any  individual."  Keakny  chafed 
terribly  under  the  treatment  to  which  he  was  subjected. 

But  why  Hnger  on  this  theme,  so  disgraceful  to  that  body  of  unn 
who  had  the  power  to  put  the  ''  right  man  in  the  right  place,"  to  do 
their  duties  by  their  State  and  country,  and  did  it  not.  They  W(  r  i 
politicians ;  that  stamps  their  action.  Sufficient  to  say.  Governor 
Morgan  was  not  to  blame — a  gentleman,  an  able  man,  an  upright 
Governor,  whose  talent  for  organization  was  felt  throughout  the 
whole  war. 

Rejected  by  his  native  State — ^would  tlutt  the  fact  did  not  blemish 
its  record — Kearny  returned  to  Washington.  To  the  eternal 
honor  of  New  Jersey  and  her  citizens,  they  could  appreciate  him. 
Let  him  who  doubts  this  read  the  eloquence  of  one  of  her  sons  and 
compare  it  with  the  feeling  language  of  that  Memorial  Address  from 
the  pen  of  another — one  to  whom  his  appointment  was  subse-i 
quently  due — one  who  prepared  and  delivered  a  noble  tribute  to 
Kearny's  memory,  which  the  writer  will  freely  quote  with  grate-' 
ful  acknowledgments — ^Coetlandt  Parker,  Esq.,  of  Newark,*  the 
counsel  and  friend  of  the  patriot  soldier,  whom  he  knew  how  to 
appreciate  and  commemorate : 

"  More  nearly  than  any  other,  he  (Ksasnt)  repreflented  in  his  yiews  and 
theory  the  popular  conception  aa  to  the  method  npon  which  the  war  should  be 
fought.  He  reflected,  moreover,  more  truly  than  any  other  hi^h  commander, 
the  exalted,  unselfish,  uncalculating  patriotism  which  glowed  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people.  His  fiery  nature  took  affront  at  every  attempt  to  dwarf  the  grand 
conquest  into  anything  else  than  a  struggle  for  the  sublime  principle  of  nation- 
ality. He  had  no  confidence  in  politicians,  but  little  respect  for  dignitaries,  no 
love  for  anything  but  the  cause.    Intriguers,  cowards,  martinets,  small  men  essay- 


*  Nor  let  his  coadjators  in  this  patriotic  work  be  forgotten.--PET.  Halstead,  Esq., 
and  H.  N.  Conqxb,  Esq.,  of  Newark,  New  Jersej. 
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Ings  to  crowd  down  great  ones,  he  detested  with  implacable  detestation.  But  to 
courage  and  upright  manliness,  he  lifted  his  hat  with  instinctive  reverence.  For 
the  soldier,  whether  officer  or  private,  who  cherished  a  genuine  pride  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  labored,  only  for  duty's  sake,  to  excel  in  every  requirement  of  the 
sernee,  he  had  esteem  unbounded — not  always  exhibited,  indeed,  b}'  ont'tvard  act, 
r  but  none  the  less  genuine  and  profound.  In  battle,  tierce  as  a  lion,  on  parade 
sometimes  stem  and  impetuous,  almost  to  injustice;  in  the  hospital,  by  the 
bedside  of  the  wounded  and  dying,  his  heart  g^ew  tender,  his  voice  as  soft  as 
a  woman's ;  eyen  his  touch  had  healing  in  it.  Men  who  only  saw  him  with  the 
hood  of  pride  upon  his  face,  judged  him  incapable  of  emotion.  They  did  not 
know  how,  under  all  the  hard  crust,  there  lurked  the  tenderest  thoughtfulnesa 
for  the  health,  comfort,  and  lives  of  his  command ;  how,  out  of  hb  own  purse, 
he  ministered  to  th<ur  wants ;  how,  oven  in  the  heat  of  battle,  thoughts  of  home 
and  kindred,  like  flashes  of  sunshine,  illumioed  the  stony,  stoical  nature ;  how, 
in  the  battle-pauses,  he  was  wont  to  pen  messages  of  remembrance  from  the 
ghastliest  field  to  those  who,  afar  off,  watched  his  plume  with  solicitude  and 
affection.  It  is  no  wonder,  indeed,  that  men  misjudged  him ;  he  had  no  mirror 
set  in  his  breast  that  all  the  \vorld  might  see  and  know  his  thoughts ;  rather,  he 
was  reticent,  reserved,  surrounded  by  a  hauteur  which  few  men  cigred  to  peno- 
trato ;  and  so,  in  the  estimation  of  all  but  a  few  intimates,  he  suffered  a  sort  of 
martyrdom,  when  he  should  have  been  crowned  a  king  of  men.*^ 

"  And  so  Pmijp  Keabny,  after  weeks  of  waiting  at  the  doers  of 
the  New  York  Executive,  jostled  bj  political  intriguers,  turned 
away  in  perfect  disgust,  absolutely  unable,  since  he  could  not 
be  a  private  with  one  arm,  to  find  a  place  where  he  could  serve  the 
country  he  had  come  three  thousand  miles  to  fight  for. 

'^  Accident  placed  a  Jeraey  friend  in  possession  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  in  America. 

"  The  noble  first  brigade  of  three  year's  troops  was  then  gathering 
for  the  field,  from  which  so  few  of  them  retm'ned.  It  was  evident 
at  a  glance  that  all  such  men  needed  was  a  leader  who  could  appre- 
ciate their  merits.  Without  Major  Kearny's  knowledge,  this  friend 
hastened  to  urge  his  appointment  to  command  them.  If,  was  a 
matter  of  much  more  difiiculty  than  he  imagined. 

Looking  back,  it  seems  inconceivable  how  it  could  have  cost  so 
much  exeition  to  secure  the  appointment  of  such  a  man  to  such  a 
place.  It  took  nearly  three  months  Ui  accomplish  it  Not  till  Bull 
liun  had  illustrated  our  need  of  educated,  experienced  soldiers  was 
it  done.  And  how,  in  the  meantime,  did  the  restless  sphit  of  the 
patriot  hero  chafe  at  the  delay — ^for  he  knew  his  own  capacity  and 
appreciated  the  character  of  the  war.     Sure  that  the  nation  would 

•  FosTSB's  **  New  Jersey  and  the  Bobelllon.**    Chapter  XLV.  804-'& 
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eventuallj  triampb,  he  knew,  then,  nevertbeless,  that  it  T^as  all  which 
experience  has  found  it  to  be." 

Then  the  NEWS  of  BULL  RUN  came. 

The  writer  cannot  close  this  chapter  without  making  a  few  re- 
marks in  regard  to  Bull  Run.  Never  was  a  battle  more  misrepre- 
sented or  misunderstood.  The  panic  which  occurred  neither  origi- 
nated with  the  troops  who  were  engaged,  nor  those  who  did  ihe 
hard  fighting,  nor  did  it  assume  its  disgraceful  proportions  through 
them.  The  whole  matter  was  more  or  less  intentionally  misrepre- 
sented by  such  as  Mr.  Russell,  who  ought  to  have  known  better, 
and  HIS  story  not  the  story  was  read  all  over  the  world  in  the  col- 
umns of  a  paper  enjoying  the  most  extensive  circulation,  a  paper 
the  most  hostile  to  the  North,  and  the  most  deliberate'^  detractor  of 
its  people  and  of  its  armies. 

Had  Mr.  Russell  been  as  well  read  in  military  matters  as  he  as- 
sumed to  be,  and  was  believed  to  have  been,  he  would  have  refrained 
from  using  his  pen  so  freely,  since  foreign  history  contains  more 
disgi-aceful  panics  among  her  regular  troops  than  occuiTed  at  Bull 
Run  among  our  militia.  Major-General  Babnard,  United  States 
Engineers,  refers  to  a  number  of  instances  of  these  unaccountable 
panics,  dissolutions  of  ai*mies,  or  '^  debadea"  as  the  French  say,  in 
his  work :  "  The  C.  S.  A.  and  the  Battle  of  Bull  Run."  The  writer, 
also,  immediately  after  the  occurrence  and  before  the  general  had 
taken  up  his  pen,  wrote  several  articles  in  vindication  of  our  men 
and  collected  a  number — ^which  might  easily  be  increased  tenfold — 
of  instances  of  panics  in  regular  armies  far  exceeding  that  of  the 
2l8t  July,  1861,  in  our  aggregation  of  raw  troops,  for  that  could 
scarcely  be  termed  an  army  in  which  the  regiments  had  only  been 
brigaded  for  the  first  time  on  their  march  towai'ds  the  enemy,  and 
had  never  been  manoeuvered  together  as  brigades  or  divisions. 
*'  Passing  over  without  comment  or  consideration  the  plans  and 
action  of  General  McDowell,  critical  examination  will  disclose  the 
truth  that  it  was  no  want  of  courage  and  conduct  on  the  part  of  our 
privates  that  lost  the  battle ;  the  fault  lay  with  their  immediate  officers 
and  with  men  who  have  strangely  escaped  the  blame,  and  risen  to 
high  commands. "  Moreover,  had  our  rear-guard  or  reserve  division 
been  brought  into  the  field,  or  even  a  part  of  it,  to  counteract  the 
efiectB  of  the  arrival  of  Kirbt  Smtth,  Bull  Run,  instead  of  a  defeat, 
would  have  been  a  victory,  had  not  God  for  the  welfare  of  the  coun* 
try  willed  it  otherwise. 
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On  28th  August,  1640,  the  Scotch  forded  the  Tyne  at  Newbum, 
and  attacked  the  English  army,  6,000  strong,  "  which  fled  with  a 
speed  and  disorder  unworthy  of  their  national  reputation." 

At  Tippermuir,  Ist  September,  1644,  the  defeated  Lowlanders, 
volunteers,  fighting  for  the  House  of  Hanover,  accustomed  to  the 
use  of  arms  and  bred  in  a  warlike  age,  fled  so  precipitately  that 
"  many  broke  their  wind,  and  died  in  consequence." 

At  Philiphaugh,  18th  September,  1645,  the  army  of  Montrose, 
after  five  resplendent  victories,  won  against  great  odds,  was  anni- 
hilated in  an  equal  degree  to  that  of  de  Guebriant,  at  Tuttlingen. 

At  the  Pass  of  Killecrankie,  17th  June,  1689,  Claverhouse, 
with  an  army  of  undisciplined  Highlanders,  dissipated  a  regular 
army  of  Anglo-Scotch  troops,  under  a  tried  and  reliable  general, 
MacKay.  The  flying  regulars  abandoned  cannon  and  everything 
else ;  two  regiments  alone  stood  fast  (like  our  reserve),  while  all 
the  rest  were  routed. 

On  Sunday,  13th  November,  1715,  an  engagement  took  place  at 
Sherifihmir,  between  the  loyal  Anglo-Scottish  army  under  the 
Duke  of  Aroyle,  and  the  rebel  under  the  Earl  op  Mar,  which 
was  the  counterpart  of  Bull  Run  in  many  particulars.  The  Earl, 
victorious  on  the  left,  nevertheless  drew  off  to  Ardoch ;  while  the 
Ddke,  equally  successful  on  the  right,  withdrew  to  Dumblane.  On 
both  sides  the  left  fled,  while  the  right  maintained  their  gi'ound. 
The  English  General  Whitham  "  fled  almost  to  Stirling  Bridge." 

At  Preston,  20th  September,  1745,  the  English  troops  either 
laid  down  their  arms,  or  ran ;  and  the  witty  Lord  Kerr  observed  of 
their  commander.  Sir  John  Cope,  "  that  he  believed  he  was  the 
first  general  in  Europe  who  had  brought  the  first  tidings  of  his 
own  defeat." 

About  the  same  remark  was  addressed  to  the  Coysr  op  Cler- 
mont, Commander-in-Chief  of  the  French,  routed  at  Crevelt,  28d 
June,  1758,  when  spurring  into  Neuss,  he  demanded,  "  if  many  of 
his  runaways  had  passed  that  way."  "No,  my  lord;  you  are  tlie 
first — ^far  ahead." 

Two  or  three  more  British  achievements  in  this  line  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  American  readers.  When  Russell  touched  up  his 
account  of  Bull  Run  in  colors  borrowed  fi-om  the  privilege  of  ro- 
mantic narrative,  had  he  forgotten  the  stern  facts  of  the  "  Race  of 
Caatlebar,"  or  the  "Castlebar  Races,"  where  1,150  French  and 
"  some  few  of  the  malcontent  peasantry,"  (Cust),  or  800  French 
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and  about  1,000  peasants,  with  two  light  guns,  (Gordon), 
attacked,  27th  August,  1798,  2,000  or  3,000  English  regulars 
(Cust),  with  14  pieces  of  artillery  in  a  good  position.  The  English 
broke  and  ran ;  some  to  Tuam,  38  miles  from  the  field  of  battle, 
that  same  night,  and  an  officer  with  60  iiflemen,  in  27  hours  made 
good  his  race  to  Athlone,  80  miles  firom  Castlebar.  None  of  our 
men  beat  that. 

Take  Plattsburg,  11th  September,  1814,  as  another  nice  exam- 
ple, where  Macomb,  wit^  1,500  regulars  and  about  1,500  militia 
and  volunteers,  defeated  or  drove  back  12,000  British  regulars, 
"  with  a  most  excellent  train  of  artillery  "  (these  are  the  British  Gen- 
eral Gust  s  figures),  the  veterans  of  many  wars,  and  the  oonquerors 
of  Napoleon's  best  generals  and  troops  in  Spain.  General  Smith, 
B.  A.,  on  page  186  of  his  "  Precis  of  the  Wars  of  Ganada,"  says : 
*'  Several  very  efficient  and  excellent  brigades  were  forwaided  fi-om 
Bordeaux,  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  to  Ganada."  So  that 
these,  the  vetei'an  conquerors  of  veteran  conquerors,  were  soon  to 
be  repulsed  by  raw  American  troops  of  the  line,  volunteers  and 
militia,  defending  the  line  of  the  Saranac,  a  stream  which,  if  in 
the  same  condition,  as  stated,  that  it  was  when  the  writer  saw  it, 
ought  to  have  been  forded  in  line  of  battle,  like  the  Tagliamento 
by  the  French,  16  March,  1797.  The  result  of  this  action  was  the 
precipitate  retreat  of  the  British  army,  leaving  behind  them  their 
sick  and  wounded  to  the  humanity  of  the  Americans.  Gen.  Gust 
admits  that  a  panic  occurred  among  the  British  troops  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Erie.  But  scarcely  anything  equals  the  results  of  White- 
lock's  operations  in  Buenos  Ayres,  when  the  Bi^tish  general  not 
only  capitulated  and  abandoned  his  own  field,  but,  to  save  his  beaten 
army — beaten  through  the  incapacity  of  their  own  commander — 
yielded  the  previous  glorious  conquest  of  Sir  Sahuel  Auchkutt, 
which  was  not  endangered. 

All  fought-out,  mis-handled  troops  are  liable  to  panics;  and 
shame  to  him  who,  on  that  account,  charges  cowardice  on  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race. 

Such  reference  to  the  past  is  only  justifiable  to  meet  the  asper  • 
sious  and  unmerited  sarcasms  of  a  people  who  egged  us  on  to  the 
Great  American  Gonfiict,  and  then  wickedly  abandoned  us ;  a  govern- 
ment '^  Perfide  Albion,"  which,  when  our  nation,  in  its  agony  asked 
for  a  cup  of  cold  water  for  the  sake  of  common  lineage,  and  lan- 
guiige,  and  liberty,  took  a  sponge,  dipped  it  in  vinegar,  and  thrust 
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it  upon  our  lips  at  the  point  of  the  spear,  as  an  American  poet 
phrases  it,  wounding,  as  well  as  outraging  humanity,  in  the  North- 
ern People. 

There  is  no  braver  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  than  the  Eng- 
lish nation,  and  were  there  no  other  proof  on  record,  their  conduct 
during  the  great  India  Rebellion,  and  their  prompt  suppression  of 
it,  would  exalt  them  to  the  pinnacle  of  human  fame  as  Christian 
soldiers,  the  truest  types  of  purest  chivalry.  But  we,  Americans, 
are  not  behind  them,  and  therefore  Russhll's  reproach  deserves  a 
Roland  for  his  Ouveb. 

The  preceding  are  English  catastrophiesTbut  let  not  Continental 
nations  forget  that  their  records  teem  with  equally  sorrow^  disas- 
ters, which  an  invidious  consideration  would  assign  to  the  deficien- 
cies of  race,  whereas  they  are  chai*geable  to  the  inexplicable,  and,  in 
most  instances,  temporary  feebleness  of  humanity. 

Without  dwelling  on  Agincourt,  25th  October,  1415,  where  the 
chivalry  of  France  and  sixty  thousand  men  at  arms  melted  away 
before  two  thousand  English  horse  and  lhu*teen  thousand  English 
infaptry,  like  a  loose  snow  wreath  in  a  warm  spring  rain,  whose 
drops,  in  this  case,  were  English  cloth-yard  arrows ;  or  referring  to 
medieval  panics,  review  the  many  parallels  in  war  since  the  intro- 
duction of  gunpowder,  which  revolutionized  the  military  art 

At  Montlheiy,  15th  July,  1465,  Louis  XI.  met  Charles  thb 
Bold.  The  former  with  his  French  triumphed  on  the  left  wing ; 
the  latter  with  his  Burgundians  on  the  centre,  and  on  the  right. 
Louis  XI.  abandoned  the  field,  but  nothing  more,  and  saved  Paris, 
his  capital,  as  the  Unionists  did  in  July,  1861.  What  makes  this 
parallel  to  Bull  Run  more  apposite,  <'  the  roads  were  thronged  with 
fugitives,  flying  from  those  who  had  fled  with  equal  precipitation  in 
other  directions."  One  Royal  ofllcer  never  drew  rein  till  he  i*eached 
Lusignan,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  miles,  in  Poitou,  and  a 
Ducal  cavalier  never  spared  spur  till  he  was  at  home  one  hundred 
miles  to  the  northward,  in  Hainault 

At  Tuttlingen,  Thirty  Years'  War,  24th  November,  1648,  an  army 
of  eighteen  thousand  veterans,  French  and  Franco-German,  was  just 
wiped  out  by  twenty  thousand  Germans.  The  former  lost  a  mar- 
shal, fom*  thousand  killed  and  wounded,  seven  thousand  prisoners, 
and  pretty  much  all  their  material  Night  alone  stopped  the  pur- 
suit, and  saved  a  remnant. 

In  I702y  14th  October,  at  Friedlingen,  Yillars  had  great  diffi- 
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culty  in  rallying  the  conquerers  (his  own  French)  nmniug  away 
fi-om  the  beaten  Imperialists. 

In  1704,  the  rout  after  Blenheim,  and  in  1706  those  after  Turin 
and  Ramillies  were  not  more  temble  than  the  fiight  after  Bull  Run, 
and  these  three  occurred  among  troops  accustomed  to  conquer,  and 
vetei-ans  formed  in  long  and  constant  wai*s. 

At  Leutheu,  or  Lissa,  5th  December,  1757,  thirty-three  thousand 
Prussians  attacked  ninety  thousand  Austrians  in  a  fortified  position, 
of  whom  twenty-three  thousand  five  hundred  were  taken  prisoners, 
six  thousand  five  htmdred  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  not  over 
thirty-seven  thousand  came  together  again  of  the  remainder,  who 
fled  across  the  mountiuns.  On  the  19th,  the  Prussians  captm*ed 
seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  thuty-five  more  Austrians  in 
Bi-eslau,  so  that  Frederic,  in  three  weeks,  used  up  or  took  nearly 
twice  as  many  of  the  enemy  as  he  had  numbers  to  achieve  this 
marvel.  A  month  to  a  day  before  Lissa,  5th  November,  1757, 
Frederic,  with  twenty-two  thousand  Prussians  dispersed,  like  chaff 
before  the  wind,  sixty  three  thousand  French  and  Franco  Germans, 
'^  his  cavalry  sweeping  Soubise  and  Hildburghausen  (their  gener- 
als) &om  the  £ice  of  the  eartL"  It  was  not  near  so  bad  as  this  at 
Bull  Run — ^let  our  calumniators  make  all  the  misrepresentations  of 
which  the  incidents  ai-e  susceptible  in  regard  to  our  loyal  army — ^yet 
the  allied  army  was  composed  of  trained  soldiers,  and  ours  of  militia, 
or  their  equivalent 

What  will  our  depredators  say  of  the  panic  among  the  victorious 
French  after  Wagram,  1809;  among  their  veterans  at  Albuera, 
1811,  or  ag£dn  after  Solferino,  1859  ;  or  of  the  routs  of  Winkowo* 
in  1812,  or  of  the  catastrophy  of  the  Katsbach,  or  of  D'ennewitz,  or 
of  Leipsic,  1813,  or  Vittoria,  in  the  same  year ;  or  of  Marmokt's 
corps  after  Laon,  in  1814,  or  of  that  "  sauve  quipeiU/"  the  worst 
of  all,  after  Waterloo. 

Did  space  peimit,  page  after  page  might  be  filled  with  such  refer- 
ence, ftom  Narva,  fought  30th  November,  1700,  in  a  Russian  snow 
storm,  down  to  that  famous  ^'  day  of  the  Pass  of  Cambrills,  15th 
June,  1813,"  under  the  torrid  sun  of  Spain,  of  which  General  Oust 
says  (2,  IV.  54) :  "  The  best  of  the  story  was,  that  all  (three)  par 
ties  ran  away  (Gen,)  Maurice  Mathieu  (French)  ran  away,  (Gen.) 


•  Cim*a  Wars^  Sd  Series,  IV.,  804 ;  Qbaham's  Military  Xnd$  and  Moral  Means,  907. 
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Sib  John  Murbat  (English)  ran  away,  and  so  did  (Marshal) 
SucHET,  (French).  He  (Suchet)  was  airaid  to  strike  at  Murrat» 
knew  nothing  of  Maurice  Mathieu,  and  had  not  even  been  able 
to  communicate  with  Tarrajona»"  (besieged,  which  he  came  out  to 
relieve.) 


CHAPTER    XVIL 


A  MODSL  BRIGADB,  AND  A  PATTERN  BRIGADB  COMMANDSB. 

**  O  voae,  jeanes  gnerriera,  qai  bniluit  de  valenr, 
PretB  a  vons  signaler  danB  leB  champs  de  rhonnenr, 
VoiiB  arracheB  anx  bnw  d*ane  plaintiVe  mere 
K*allez  point  voqb  flatter,  novices  a*  la  gaerre ; 
Qae  vons  debatterex  par  dUmmoetels  exploits : 
Commences  sans  ronglr  par  les  demters  emploif : 
Dnrement  exerces  dans  an  travail  penible, 
Dn  ftisil  menacant  portea  le  poldB  terrible; 
Rendez,  votro  corps  Bonple  a  tons  les  monvementi 
Qae  le  diea  des  gaerriers*  enseigne  a  ses  enftmts ; 
Tons  fermes  dans  vos  rangs  en  silence  immobiles, 
L^oeil  ^e  snr  le  chef,  a  ses  ordros  docilee, 
Attentifs  a  sa  voix,  sMl  commands,  agisses; 
En  moavements  egaax  a  Tinstant  exerces, 
Apprenez  a  charger  vos  tabes  homicides ; 
Avancez  flerment  a  grands  pas  intrepides, 
Banff  flotter,  sans  oavrir  et  sans  rompre  vos  rtngt ; 
Tirez  par  pelotons  en  observant  vos  temps; 
Prwnpti  tana  inquietude  etpUins  de  vigilance 
Anx  postei  dont  sor  vons  doit  roaler  la  defensa, 
Attendez  le  signal  et  marchez  sans  tarder 
^ui  ne  eait  oMr  ne  taura  eommander.^^ 

*^VArt  de  la  (?tMrr»,"  pat  FtaPMBO  ui  OBAim. 

**  After  the  glorloas  cavalry  stroke  at  Haynaa,  96th  May,  1818,'  the  king  of  Pnisita 
•aid,  grnmblingwise,  to  Bluchbb  in  Strehlen,  **  Yon  had  quite  a  (kvorable,  handsome 
fight  at  Haynaa,  bat  as  a  drawback  snffered  qaito  a  loss  of  my  OttardeJ**  "Yoar 
Majesty,"  answered  Blucbxb,  "  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  the  loss  of  so  many  gallant  fel- 
lows, bat  nnder  snch  circamstances,  the  head  of  a  Goardsman  (regular)  is  of  no  mora 
eonseqaence  than  that  of  a  Landwehrman  (volunteer)/* 

BaBna*s  **  Bluorkb,**  9. 

**  The  Rhine  alone  the  armies  stayed. 
'  Shall  we  or  not,  now  France  Invade  V 
Some  argued  *  yes,*  some  argued  *  no*— 
Old  Bluchxb  cut  them  short,  with  *  Go, 
Bring  staff-maps  here.    To  enter  France 
Presents  no  obstacle ;  advance. 
Where  stands  the  foe  V    *  The  fbe,  just  hero  *— 
Point  out  the  spot ;  thrash  him,  that's  clear; 
Where's  Paris  V    '  Paris  f  there  it  is.* 
*  The  finger  on*t;  we'll  take  Paris.* 
Now  throw  the  bridges  'cross  the  Rhine, 
Fm  sure  champagne  has  greater  zest. 
And  where  it  grows  must  taste  the  best.** 

Kopisca'i  "Blucbib  on  <Atf  JMiM.** 
26 


202  BIOQRAPHT  OF  HAJOB-QSNSRAL  PHILIP  KEARNT. 

Now  that  New  York  had  rejected  Phil.  Kkarxy,  had 
rejected  the  "Type  Volunteer  General  of  the  War,"  New 
Jersey'  adopted  hih.  Henceforward,  Philip  Kearny  belongs 
to  New  Jersey.  New  Yorkers  have  no  claim  to  his  pre-eminent 
honors,  except  through  his  blood,  birth  and  burial.  The  laurels 
which  Kearny  won  in  1861-2  must  be  hung  on  the  trophy  of 
the  State  which  was  proud  to  number  him  among  her  repre- 
sentative men,  and  extend  to  him  the  rights  of  a  son  and  a 
citizen.  God  bless  her  for  it  I  The  only  error  she  committed 
was  when  she  gave  up  his  remains  for  interment  in  this,  his 
native  State,  which  had  disowned  him,  instead  of  retaining 
them  for  deposit  among  her  own  dead  heroes  and  in  her  own 
soil. 

On  the  21  St  July,  1861,  the  North  lost  the  battle  of  Bull 
Bun;  but  the  rebels  did  not  win  any' thing  but  the  possession 
of  the  field,  for  the  gain  was  altogether  with  the  North.  It 
cemented  the  free  States ;  it  awakened  the  people  to  the  neces- 
sity of  organizing  a  proper  army ;  it  taught  the  government 
that  they  could  no  longer  trifle  with  events. 

The  reverse  which  Kearnt's  prescience  had  foreseen,  only 
stimulated  his  patriotism.-  He  no  longer  stood  upon  rank  or 
right..  He  proclaimed  his  willingness  to  lead  a  regiment  or 
even  to  take  a  subordinate  line-command  in  any  which  should 
be  raised.    But  the  hour  had  come  and  the  man. 

Lincoln,  who  had  by  this  time  recognized  in  the  one-armed 
applicant  for  a  generalship  that  Captain  K  e  r  n  y  whom  he 
had  assisted  in  raising  his  famous  troop  for  the  Mexican  war, 
determined  to  pay  no  more  attention  to  the  suggestions  of  any 
one  in  this  regard,  but  act  in  accordance  with  his  own  sound 
common  sense.  Accordingly,  on  the  25th  July,  1861,  the  com- 
mission was  dated  7th  Adgust,  1861,  he  appointed  Major  Philip 
Kearny  Brigadier-General,  with  rank  from  1 7th  May  previous, 
which  placed  Kearny  "  twelfth  on  the  original  list "  of  officers 
of  that  grade,  and  assigned  him  to  the  command  of  the  First 
New  Jersey  Brigade,  in  Franklin^s  Division  of  the  eijabryo 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

It  has  always  been  an  interesting  question  whether  volunteer 
troops  would  fight  better  if  organized  into  brigades  and  divi- 
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eions  by  States,  or  if  distributed,  without  regard  to  their  origin, 
by  regiments  into  brigades  comprising  troops  from  different 
sections.  It  has  ever  been  the  writer^s  opinion  that  the  massing 
together  of  the  troops  from  each  State,  in  a  State  uniform  and 
under  a  State  flag,  would  be  the  wisest  course,. since  it  would 
develop  the  highest  feelings  of  State  pride,  and  thus  make  the 
troops  from  one  State  anxious  to  surpass  those  from  another, 
creating  a  generous  rivalry,  which  must  inevitably  be  produc- 
tive of  the  most  beneficial  results. 

These  arguments  in  favor  of  a  thorough  State  organization 
were  urged  upon  Governor  Hunt  in  1850,  and  doubtless  New 
Tork  would  have  had  a  simple  but  elegant  uniform  of  her  own 
had  it  not  been  for  officers  who  wished  to  maintain  one  identical 
with  that  of  the  United  States.  This  view  of  keeping  the  troops 
of  each  State  distinct  was  a  favorite  one  with  Philip  Kearny. 
Fortunately,  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  his  idea,  the  first  four 
regiments  furnished  by  New  Jersey  had  not  been  distributed  to 
different  commands ;  consequently,  Kearny  was  enabled  to  set 
to  work  at  once,  with  all  his  energy  and  experience,  to  make 
this  hbmogeneous  body  of  Jerseymen  soldiers  worthy  of  him- 
self and  of  their  State,  and  an  example  to  the  country  of  into 
what  superlative  troops  a  grand  officer  can  transmute  willing, 
patriotic,  and  brave  citizens. 

Kearny's  New  Jersey  Brigade  was  composed  of  the  First, 
Second  and  Third  regiments  from  this  State,  which  had  reported 
to  General  Scott  at  Washington,  on  the  29th  of  June,  1861. 
These  three  were  joined  by  the  Fourth  Regiment  N.  J.  V.  —  the 
latter  accompanied  by  4  New  Jersey  battery  of  six  pieces,  under 
Captain  William  Hsxamer  —  which  reached  Washington  on 
the  2l6t  August. 

"  Within  twentj-four  honra  after  reoeivisg  notloe  of  his  appointment,*  he 
(KBABifY)  joined  the  troops  at  Alexandria. 

"The  Jersey  brigade  happened  to  be  lying  together.  Therefore,  in  spite  of 
a  strong  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  to  separate  them,  in 

*  "  On  Satarday  the  decision  of  the  GoTernment  was  taken ;  on  Sunday  we  obtahied 
the  Banction  of  hie  Majevty ;  on  Monday  we  came  down  to  Parliament,  and  at  this  yery 
honr,  while  I  have  now  the  honor  of  addreeelng  this  House,  British  iroopt  ore  on  Qukr 
Vfov  to  Portugal."  SxamiIiB  ov  Pbomvthbbs.  Prime  MMtterCjkXvaa,lSUM)€otnUfer, 
18S6. 
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order  to  abolish  State  pride  eren  in  such  a  matter,  he  was  able  to  procure  him- 
self to  be  aeeigQed  to  their  oommand,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  with  oonsti* 
tutional  alacrity. 

*<  Those  who  had  most  strongly  urged  the  appointment  of  General  Kbabkt 
had  no  expectation  that  he  would  possess  such  excellence  as  he  immediately 
displayed;  his  dash,  his  chirahic  brayery,  his  generosity  and  larish  expendi- 
ture of  his  large  wealth  to  make  his  troops  compare  favorably  with  others. 

*'  There  was  no  idea  of  his  talents  as  an  organizer ;  his  fenrid  enthusiasm 
for  his  profession ;  his  close  study  of  the  art  of  war,  and  intimate  acquaintance 
with  its  history;  his  magnetic  influence  oyer  men;  his  intuitiTe  perception  of 
character ;  his  strategic  genius,  and  his  almost  more  than  consdentious  dero- 
tlon  to  his  military  duty. 

'*  But  a  single  month  rerealed  all  those  qualities  for  which  circumstances 
would  present  the  exhibition.  Personally  and  intimately  acquainted  myself 
with  the  leading  officers  of  his  finest  regiment,  I  was  astonished  to  find  that 
his  first  letter,  written  a  week  after  knowing  them,  photographed  their  char- 
acters as  if  he  had  always  been  their  companion. 

*'And  he  addressed  himself  with  such  energy  to  the  improyement  of  his 
brigade,  that»  in  three  months,  it  was  confessedly  the  best  disciplined  around 
Washington. 

*'  His  sererity,  sometimes  brusque,  often  eccentric,  at  first  made  him  unponu- 
lar.  But  the  men  sOon  saw  he  was  less  indulgent  to  the  shortoemings  of 
officers  *  than  to  theirs;  that  he  studied  their  comfort  and  aimed  at  their 
improvement.  But  officers  and  men  soon  found  that  there  was  but  one  path 
to  his  good  will ;  one  way  of  escaping  severity — the  f^U  and  punctilious  dis- 
charge of  duty,  and  that,  if  they  were  equal  to  its  requisitions,  they  were  not 

*  "  When  the  troopt  occupied  Madison  Square,"  after  the  riots  la  1868,  "  I  often 
walked  up  there  and  talked  with  the  soldiera.  In  reply  to  my  qnestlon,  to  one  of 
them,  if  he  had  eerved  under  General  Kbabht, he  replied:  *Tcs,  and  a  splendid 
General  he  was ;  bold  as  a  lion  and  flill  of  fight.*  .*  Was  he  liked  by  the  men  ?*  *  And 
sure  he  was,  by  all/  *  Was  he  not  very  strict  V  *  And  he  wat  hard  on  the  mm,  or  my 
own  name*s  not  Kbabnbt,  but  th^n,  he  wat  a  d—d  deal  harder  on  hU  offioen^  and  never 

spared  htnee^  In  eamp  or  In  Jlght^  day  or  night.*   Letter  of  R.  W ^  a  oonsin,  both 

of  Phil.  Kbabht  and  the  writer,  to  whom  the  latter  is  indebted  for  several  new  flieta 
and  papers." 

*'  Mabshal  Saxx,  he  was  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and  had,  as  he  himself  related, 
been  brought  up  In  a  strict  schooL  A  French  general  having  attempted  to  excuse 
aome  disorders  in  his  corps,  on  the  grounds  of  not  wishing  to  exercise  severity  towards 
the  qfieere^  MAxmioi  said:  *■  Ton  are  a  young  soldier,  Mmelew  ie  General,  and  do  nov 
y«f  knand  that  fortearanee  towards  the  ottickbs  taoy  sometimes  be  severtiy  towards  the 
aoLDims,  by  rendering  punishments  necessary  that  attention  on  their  part  might  have 
averted.  Even  I,  when  colonel  of  cavalry,  was  ordered  by  old  General  SxcxxKnosF,  to 
follow  for  three  days  on  foot,  in  rear  of  my  own  regiment,  in  consequence  of  some 
disorders  committed  by  the  men ;  and  yet  I  was  the  son  of  a  king,  and  a  Ikvorite  son, 
too.  This  was,  no  doubt,  shazp  practice."  VjOor-Oen.  Mitchell's  Biographies  of 
Celebrated  Soldiers,  885. 
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only  appreciated,  bat  most  generonslj  applauded;  while  any  thing  like  shun- 
ning duty  met  with  most  terrible  rebuke.  And  they  saw  that  he  required 
nothing  but  what  he  himself  did ;  that  days  and  nights  were  spent  fitting  him- 
self for  greater  duties,  or  carefiilly  attending  to  their  best  interests. 

"  And  so  soon  they  came  to  love  him,  worship  him.  They  would  go  with 
him  any  where,  reposing  without  question  on  his  judgment** 

The  language  of  a  friend,  whose  admiration  and  affection 
has  survived  the  death  of  its  object,  has  abready  been  quoted. 
Let  the  reader  now  compare  the  opinion  of  a  stranger,  one  who 
only  knew  Kbarny  through  his  record  of  service,  and  the 
opinions  of  those  who  served  with  and  under  him : 

"  As  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  gradually  assumed  the  form  of  an  orderly, 
systematic  body  of  troops,  with  admirable  appointments  and  thorough  disci- 
pline, in  the  fall  of  1861,  when  General  Keabnt  was  only  a  Brigadier,  there 
were  not  wanting  those,  even  then,  who  saw  in  the  one-armed  Jerseyman 
qualities  that  fitted  him,  rather  than  the  cautious,  unready  MoOlellak,  to 
command  the  magnificent  army  of  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  men,  and 
hurl  it  against  Richmond. 

**  Looking  back,  now,  as  we  can  historically,  upon  the  leaders  of  that  hoot| 
we  are  justified  in  saying  that  he  was  the  wisest,  the  most  experienced,  the 
best  read,  the  most  sagacious,  as  well  as  the  bravest  and  most  dashing  ofiloer 
in  all  that  army.  For  twenty-six  years  he  had  followed  the  profession  of 
arms,  in  the  spirit  and  with  the  chivalry  of  a  knight  of  the  middle  ages.  Had 
he  lived  a  few  centuries  earlier,  he  would  have  ridden  by  the  side  of  Louis 
the  Ninth,  or  fought  the  Saracen,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  with  Biohakd  Coeub 
DB  Lion.  At  Uarignano,  he  would  have  mingled  his  blood  with  that  of  the 
Chevalier  Bayabd,  "  the  bravest  and  the  most  worthy.**  At  Bocroy,  at 
Freiburg,  and  at  Nordlingen,  the  great  Oondb  would  have  found  in  him  a 
brother  hero,  as  intrepid  and  fierce  in  the  onset,  as  skillful  in  tactics,  as  gay 
and  as  gallant  as  himself,  when  the  festivities  of  victory  succeeded  the  toUa 
of  war. 

**  Those  whose  attention  was  caught  by  his  dashing  horsemanship,  hii 
martial  figure/'  "  the  jaunty  Piedmontese  doak,  trimmed  with  Astrackan 
lamb's  wool,  and  loaded  with  Brandenburgs  and  cord,"  "  and  the  gold  laoe 
with  which  his  uniform  was  all  aglow,  were  not  aware  how  firm,  cool, 
systematic  and  thoroughbred  a  soldier  was  to  be  found  in  General  Kxarnt. 
In  this  respect  he  resembled  the  *Batabd  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,'  Stonbwall  Jacesok,  who  won  so  mndi  repute  for  switi  marching 
and  fierce  onset,  that  few  gave  him,  as  he  deserved  to  have,  credit  for  as 
much  ability  and  strategy  aa  Lee,  or  any  other  of  the  generals." 

Lest  the  world  should  suppose  that  such  encomiums  were 
the  offsprings  of  a  vivid  imagination,  inflamed  by  passion,  filled 
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with  the  knightly  figure  of  Phil.  Kbabny,  and  ringing  with  the 
reverberating  praises  of  men  dazzled  with  his  gallantry — with 
the  "  galantuomo"  of  America — the  following  private  letter 
written  by  a  very  intelligent  sergeant  in  the  First  New  Jersey 
Brigade  (after  Kbajknt  had  been  in  command  of  it  several 
weeks,  and  while  it  lay  near  Alexandria)  is  a  convincing  proof 
that  the  reality  was  equal  to  the  ideal  in  this  case.  Tes,  indeed, 
that  the  reality  which  so  seldom  equals  the  ideal,  in  the  case 
of  the  ^'  American  Batabd,"  actually  surpassed,  far  surpassed  it : 

*'A8  regards  our  GeDoral,  I  will  eDdeavor  to  giye  you  some  of  the  traits  of 
his  character  in  conDection  with  his  command.  Ist  He  is  untiring  in  his 
efforts  to  promote  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  his  men.  For  instance :  I 
was  standing  the  other  day  engaged  in  conversation  with  Dr.  Bucelet,  the 
Brifrade-Surgeon,  who,  hj  the  way,  is  a  first-rate  man,  having  been  in  the 
United  States  service  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  when  one  of  Gen.  Kbarnt*s 
orderlies  rode  up  and  placed  a  small  packet  in  his  hand  with  the  Generars 
Compliments.  The  doctor  opened  it,  and  found  wrapped  up  in  a  note  tweoty- 
fiye  dollars  in  gold,  the  note  saying  it  came  from  General  Kbarnt  for  Dr. 
SuCKLBY  to  use  for  luxuries  for  the  patients  in  the  hospital  under  his  (Dr. 
SuOKLET^s)  charge.  '  There,'  said  tho  doctor,  *that  is  fifty  dollars  he  has  sent 
me  for  that  purpose  since  we  have  been  here,  some  two  months.' 

"  2d.  His  discipline  is  of  the  strictest  kind ;  though  there  is  neyer  any 
thing  like  domineering  or  arrogance  about  him,  yet  he  will  haye  his  rules  and 
regulations  carried  out,  as  to  drill,  etc.,  to  the  very  letter. 

'*  The  brigade  is  fa^t  approaching  what  I  should  judge  to  be  its  legitimate 
and  proper  standard  of  military  perfection,  under  his  unceasing  endeavors  to 
make  it  what  he  says  it  shall  be,  if  the  officers  and  men  will  only  bear  a 
helping  hand,  namely,  the  most  useful  and  efficient  in  the  service. 

"3d.  When  we  came  over  into  Virginia,  the  ofBcers  oared  little,  and  of 
course  the  men  oared  less,  about  doing  things  by  system,  even  that  while  we 
were  stationed  at  Camp  Olden,  Trenton;  but  under  hisr  guidance  no  person 
would  believe  that  this  was  the  same  body  of  troops ;  perfect  order  about 
every  thing,  men  look  neater,  and  appear  to  better  advantage  on  parades  or 
reviews,  and  drill  better.  In  fact,  there  has  been  a  complete  revolution  of 
every  thing  appertaining  to  the  whole  brigade. 

"4th.  I  can  compare  his  popularity  with  the  men  to  nothing  else  bnt  to  the 
French  army  in  the  days  of  Napolbok  I;  they  almost  worship  him,  and 
would  follow  wherever^- follow,  did  I  say?  no^  they  would  go  wherever  he 
points  as  the  path  of  duty. 

"  5th.  Their  confidence  in  his  military  skill  is  unparalleled  in  the  history 
of  this  country  since  the  days  of  Washinotoit.  Hq  seems  to  have  every  little 
item  of  military  education  and  stratagem,  necessary  to  be  used  in  such  a 
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campaign  as  this,  at  his  fingar's  ends,  and,  no  matter  what  he  may  be  doing, 
should  aoj  officer  ask  his  opinion  on  this  pointy  or  his  advice  on  that  parti- 
cular, he  will  kIto  either  just  as  if  he  had  been  thinking  of  nothing  else  than 
the  subject  suggested  by  the  question ;  in  a  word,  he  is  a  military  man  in  the 
strictest  sense  of  that  term.  His  perception  of  the  capabilities  of  a  man  for 
any  work  he  may  be  wanted  for  is  as  quick  as  lightninir,  and  he  only  needs  a 
glance.  He  is  also  very  strict  about  members  of  other  brigades  coming  inside 
our  lines  without  passes,  and  we  have  had  orders  to  arrest  any  such  found  on 
the  roads,  or  in  any  of  the  camps,  while  we  may  be  on  patrol  duty;  also^  any 
of  our  own  men  found  outside  our  lines,  without  passes  from  their  colonels. 
You  c«n  judge,  by  these  instances,  somewhat  of  his  character  as  a  disciplin- 
arian. 

"I  think  I  have  written  quite  enough  to  convince  any  person  of  his  fitness 
for  the  responsible  post  he  now  occupies.  The  question  used  to  be  asked, 
before  he  came,  'Who  shall  lead  us  on?'  but  now  it  is,  ^Wben  shall  we  be  led 
to  meet  our  enemies?*  There  are  no  fears  of  the  result  of  such  a  meeting  for 
an  instant  crossing  our  minds.  Our  final  success  is  sure.  Perhaps  many  will 
fall  before  it  is  attained.  I  may  be  of  the  number ;  but  if  I  should,  I  wish  all 
my  friends  to  know  that  I  fell  at  my  post  of  duty,  trusting  in  Him  who  alone 
is  able  to  save  from  sin,  who  is  on  our  side,  aidiug  in  putting  down  the  most 
black-hearted  and  damnable  rebellion  the  world  ever  knew.  But  I  fear  I 
shall  weary  you  with  this  long  dry  letter.  I  am  well  and  hearty  as  ever,  and 
can  still  lift  my  eyes  to  the  hills  whence  cometh  our  salvation.  May  God 
prosper  our  arms  and  nerve  our  arms  for  the  great  work  before  us." 

Within  twenty-four  hours — as  stated  —  after  receiving  the 
notice  of  his  appointment,  Kbabnt  joined  his  troops  in  front 
of  Alexandria,  and  established  his  headquarters  in  the  Ep^copal 
Seminary,  about  three  miles  to  the  south  of  that  venerable  but 
intensely  rebel  city.  At  this  time  the  rebel  commander-in-chief, 
Joseph  E.  Johnston,  had  his  headquarters  in  Centerville,  but 
his  advance  occupied  positions  from  which  not  only  were  the 
spires  of  the  capital  and  the  dome  of  the  capitol  visible,  but 
Arlington  Heights  were  actually  within  cannon  shot  of  his  out- 
posts. One  of  the  points  held  by  the  rebels  was  on  Munson's 
Hill,  not  more  than  six  miles  north-west  of  Alexandria,  and 
KsABNT  was  urged  to  withdraw  from  the  position  he  assumed 
as  too  dangerous  to  be  maintained^  Well  might  K^arnt 
declare  that  he  held  the  very  outworks  of  the  Union  lines,  and 
made  his  brigade  in  the  very  presence  of  the  enemy.  "  Do 
they  foi^et,"  *  *  are  Kearny's  own  indignant  words, 
"  that  I,  on  the  heels  of  Bull  Run,  faced  the  enemy  with  » 
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Jersey  brigade  in  advance  of  all  the  others,  against  all,  McClei^ 
LAN  *  *  et  id  omne  ffentcs^  nearly  forcing  me  back  to  the 
Seminary.  Do  they  forget  me  at  Manassas  ?  My  Jersey  bri- 
gade that  inflicted  with  panic  the  retiring  enemy  ?"  His  Third 
regiment  was  among  the  first  of  our  troops  to  come  into  direct 
collision  with  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  and  to  suffer  lo^  in  its 
ranks  from  rebel  bullets. 

'*  While  thus  promoting  the  efficiency  of  his  brigade  in  driU,  comfort,  and 
health,  in  which  he  succeeded  wonderfViUj,  he  kept  them  all  alive  to  the  fact 
that  they  were  soon  to  fight.  General  MoClellak  had  given  orders  to  with- 
draw  their  outposts  to  a  line  near  Washington ;  General  Keabitt  expostulated 
suocessfVillj,  and  kept  his  troops  constantly  on  the  watch.  They  were  the 
yanguard  of  the  army.    His  object  was  to  generate  military  Tigilance." 

*'  The  experience  of  the  brigade  during  the  fall  and  winter 
months  was  marked  by  but  few  incidents  of  importance,  the 
time  being  mainly  occupied  in  drill  and  the  ordinary  camp  du- 
ties. There  were  now^and  then  occasions,  however,  when  the 
tedium  was  relieved  by  movements  which  served  to  test  the 
mettle  of  the  troops  and  prepare  them  for  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships of  future  campaigns.  The  Third  Regiment  was  among 
the  first  to  come  into  direct  collision  with  the  pickets  of  the 
enemy  and  to  suffer  loss  in  its  ranks  from  rebel  bullets.  On  the 
20th  August,  this  regiment,  while  reconnoitering  near  Cloud^s 
Mill,  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  and  lost  two  men  killed  and  four 
wounded.  On  the  same  day  a  company  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment had  a  skirmish  with  a  body  of  the  enemy,  in  which  one 
man  was  wounded,  the  rebel  loss  being  twelve  in  killed  and 
injured.  On  the  20th  of  September,  General  Kearny  made  the 
first  important  demonstration  which  had  had  been  since  Bull  Run 
in  the  nature  of  reconnoissance  in  force,  the  troops  consisting  of 
the  First  Brigade,  Hbxameb's  battery,  and  a  company  of 
Colonel  Young's  Kentucky  Cavalry,  T^e  object  of  the  move- 
ment being  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  enemy's  works  on 
Munson's  Hill,  some  distance  from  our  lines,  where  he  was  sup- 
posed to  be  strongly  fortifying,  the  expedition  was  conducted 
with  the  greatest  caution,  and,  the  troops  behaving  with  the 
greatest  steadiness,  though  within  shelling  distance  of  the 
enemy,  it  was  eminently  successful.  General  Kbarnt  obtaining 
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precisely  the  information  he  wanted,  and  information,  too,  which 
proved  of  the  greatest  value  as  a  guide  in  future  operations. 
On  the  loth  of  October,  a  detachment  of  the  Fii-st  Regiment  fell 
in  with  the  enemy,  mainly  cavalry,  and  after  a  brisk  skirmishs 
in  which  they  emptied  a  nu^Qber  of  saddles,  retired  with  the  loss 
of  three  or  four  killed.  These  skirmishes  were  only  important 
in  so  far  as  they  trained  the  men  to  vigilance  and  celerity  of 
movements,  though  they  undoubtedly  gave  a  spice  to  the  other- 
wise dull  and  monotonous  life  of  the  camps." 

While  thus  kept  in  enforced  inaction,  Ksabnt's  active  mind 
was  continually  dwelling  upon  the  best  plan  of  operations, 
although  that  military  sagacity  and  acquaintance  with  military 
lore,  which  had  excited  the  surprise  and  admiration  of  the 
French  Generals,  was  neither  invited  nor  suffered  to  participate 
in  the  councils  of  MoClellan.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  which  tho 
writer  heard  remarked  in  the  fall  of  1861,  that  McClellan 
seemed  to  put  more  confidence  in  his  German  division  than  any 
other  in  his  army,  and  no  one  had  more  access  to  him  than  its 
commander,  except  some  especial  favorites,  not  one  of  whom 
maintained  his  relative  position  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomao 
longer  than  a  few  months  after  McClellan  lost  his  own. 

As  it  may  interest  the  reader  to  know  what  Kearny's  views 
were  in  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  the  campaign  in  Virginia, 
the  following  may  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  epitome  of  his 
opinions.  It  is  founded  on  conversations,  letters,  in  which 
military  considerations  were  too  much  intermingled  with  private 
matters  to  permit  their  insertion,  from  remarks  repeated  by 
common  friends,  and  his  own  indorsement  of  suggestions  laid 
before  him  from  time  to  time.  To  sum  the  whole  matter  up, 
Kbabny  was  very  much  of  the  same  opinion  as  Lord  Napibb 
—  the  one  who  has  just  acquired  so  much  celebrity  by  his  suc- 
cessful Abyssinian  campaign — that  ^Hhe  way  to  defeat  an 
Asiatic  army  is  by  going  straight  to  their  heads,  on  every 
occasion."  Upon  which  a  critic  remarks:  "We  suspect  this 
rejuark  contains  the  first  principle  of  successful  war  every- 
where.' 

This  is  undoubtedly  so,  provided  the  "  forwards,"  or  "  have* 
at-them"  is  subordinated  to  the  immutable  laws  of  Strategy 
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and  Tactics,  and  to  the  rales  of  Practical  Stbatbgy,*  which 
always  involve  the  hardest  kind  of  fighting,  when  the  favorable 
opportunity  presents  itself.  This  was  invariably  the  case  with 
every  general  who  has  lefl  a  great  name  behind  him,  and  nothing 
hurled  the  first  Napoleon  from  his  throne  but  that  persistent 
hammering  —  feints  and  blows  —  inaugurated  by  Bluciibr, 
which  made  him  the  idol  of  his  Prussians,  of  all  the  soldiers  he 
commanded,  of  the  whole  allied  army,  and  a  greater  favorite 
with  the  English  nation  than  even  their  own  greatest  man,  the 
"Iron  Duke"  himself. 

« 

During  the  fall  and  winter,  while  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
in  a  surfeit  of  plethoric  incapacity,  was  lying  in  the  mud  around 
Washington,  while  McClbllak  was  weaving  those  airy  fabrics 
of  ambition  which  resulted  in  the  sacrifice  of  as  fine  an  arma- 
ment as  ever  obeyed  the  orders  of  one  man,  and  in  his  own 
ultimate  difficulties  and  removal,  Kearnt  was  engaged  in  mak- 
ing that  famous  New  Jersey  Brigade  which  was  the  admiration 

of  the  army,  a  brigade  of  which  Brigadier-General  C.  S.  W 

wrote,  on  the  21st  April,  1862,  from  the  camp  before  York- 
town  :  '^  I  am  much  inclined  to  think  that  Kearkt's  brigade 
is  the  best  in  the  whole  army ;  also  that  New  Jersey  has  in  all 
respects  fitted  out  her  troops  better  than  any  other  State.  We 
have  one  brigade  of  Jersey  troops  in  our  (Uookjir's)  division, 
so  I  can  judge  somewhat." 

The  following  note  is  evidence  that  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
itself  was  not  backward  in  doing  its  peculiar  duty.  Would 
that  all  the  other  States  had  emulated  such  a  noble  example : 

HSASQUABTmS  NSW  JVBSKT  VOLXniTXIRI,  { 

SxxiNAKT,  October  7, 1861.  ) 

Bit  SjMlleney^  OovertMr  (Hden  (of  N&w  Jersey) :  8ib:  ««««•« 
I  take  this  oticasion,  yoar  Excellency,  to  express  to  yoa  the  great  admiration  from  all, 
miJltary  and  civil,  who  observe  ne,  of  the  most  liberal  Jndlclons,  and  enduring  nature 
of  all  oar  equipments  and  other  army  supplies.  As  a  General  Officer,  commanding 
troops  of  the  State  (New  Jersey!,  I  feel  it  as  an  additional  incentive  to  us  alL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEAKNT,  Brigadier-General  Commanding. 

*  Pk^otioal  Stbatiot.— **  I  readily  accept  from  you  this  expression.  It  comprises 
all  that  can  be  said  or  written  upon  skill  in  war,  and  I  agree  with  you  that  this  is  best 
evinced  by  sparing  the  lives  of  its  instruments  as  much  as  possible.  "  JAvee  qf  the 
Warricre,"  by  General  Hon.  Sib  Edward  Oust,  B.  A.,  1868 ;  '*  Letter  Dedicatory,**  in. 
[CoatPABa  *'  Practical  StraUgy,''*  at  illnstxated  by  the  Achievementa  of  Field  Marshal 
Tbavh,  by  J.  W.  DB  P.,  1868.] 
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The  greater  part  of  the  time  before  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
moved  to  commit  that  fatal  error,  the  march  up  the  Peninsula, 
which  had  its  origin  in  mistaken  judgment,  its  unsuccessful 
execution  through  incompetent  handling,  i{nd  its  results  in  a 
series  of  disasters,  half-fought-out  battles,  or  unimproved  victo- 
ries, little  better  than  defeats,  except  that  so  many  thousands  of 
the  best  rebel  troops  were  swept  from  the  board  by  the  valor 
of  our  soldiers,  not  the  generalship  of  their  chief— ^General 
Keabnt  was  engaged  in  a  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  best 
plan  of  operation  to  be  adopted.  Keabnt  was  always  in  favor 
of  a  direct  advance  upon  Richmond  on  the  line  afterwards  fol- 
lowed by  Grant.  This,  as  we  enjoyed  the  command  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  its  tributaries,  would  have  enabled  the  fleet 
t<r  supply  the  army  as  it  moved  onward  through  the  various 
estuaries  which  penetrate  so  far  as  to  almost  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  any  line  of  supply  by  land,  or  which,  at  all  events,  by 
constantly  affording  new  bases  of  supply,  necessitated  only  very 
short  and  easy  wagoning  transportation. 

Three  plans  were  discussed  in  a  correspondence  with  E^earny. 

The  first  waB  to  mask  Manassas  with  a  sufficient  force  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  Washington  and  hold  the  enemy  in  that 
quarter  in  complete  check ;  and,  promptly,  with  the  balance  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  thrown  forward  in  echelon,  fall  upon 
and  capture  the  rebel  forces  along  the  Potomac,  engaged  in 
blockading  that  river  or  in  support.  This  was  very  much 
in  the  spirit  of  Carnot^s  plan  of  operations  in  the  year 
1793,*  when  he  restored  confidence  to  the  Republican  armies, 
and  converted  defeat  into  victory. 

*  Carnot.— One  of  the  most  remarkable  and  sncceissAil  of  the  combinations  of  the 
wars  of  the  French  Rerolntion,  executed  In  1798,  and  doe  to  Cabmot,  may  be  taken  as 
the  first  example  of  the  manner  of  applying  the  Principle  1  of  Strategy,  vix. :  "  To 
have,  as  the  object  of  all  operations  and  mancenvres,  the  bringing  the  mass  of  the 
forces  snccessively  into  collision  with  flractlons  of  thi  enemy."  Cabnot  inyolved  the 
Principle  (1)  alone  in  his  combination,  and  sent  the  entire  nnoccnpied  French  army  to 
Dunkirk,  with  orders  that,  as  soon  as  the  marked  numerical  superiority  thus  giyen 
on  that  point  should  have  decided  the  victory,  to  proceed  to  the  next  of  the  seven 
points  **  (and  armies),  "  and  when  the  mass  of  the  French  again  brought  into  collision 
with  a  fhiction  of  the  enemy,  should  have  again  giyen  victory,  to  proceed  to  the  next, 
and  so  on.    (Oust.  1, 4, 17»fi,  168-'8.) 

By  this  means  the  mass  of  the  French  wu  brought  into  collision  with  fractloni  of 
the  enemy,  in  the  following  manner : 
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The  second  way  sketched  outVas  to  divide  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  into  two  bodies,  the  smaller  to  move  down  or  rather 
up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  cleaning  out  the  enemy  as  it  ad- 
vanced ;  the  other  and  larger  body  to  follow  the  line  of  the 
Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  the  left  wing  on  the  line 
through  Fredericksbarg,  both  operating  simultaneously  and 
dependently.  A  junction  was  to  be  made  through  Gordons- 
▼ille  or  Charlottesville,  and  thence  a  combined  blow  delivered 
from  the  North  and  West  upon  Richmond.  This  was  said  to 
have  been  Grant's  original  idea  ill  1864.  Such  was  very  much 
the  system  on  which  Rosbcrans  acted,  which  carried  him  from 
Murfreesboro'  into  Chattanooga,  and  closely  resembled  the  plan 
which  carried  'Shbrman  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  Such 
was  a  course  parallel  to  that  of  Grakt-^  Sheridan  taking  care 


1  The  DuKB  or  Yobk  and  Fbkttao  were  beaten —the  former  embarked,  the  latter 
tetlrcd. 

%.  The  army  pasMd  to  Menln,  and  the  Pbdtox  ov  Obanob  was  beaten. 

8.  The  army  arrived  at  Maubenge,  and  Olaikfayt  experienced  a  defeat  in  retom. 

4.  The  army  proceeded  to  the  Yo^goe,  and  the  I>ukx  or  Bbukswiok,  being  In  a 
minority,  wa»  likewise  defeated. 

6.  The  army  having  Joined  that  of  the  Rhine,  chased  Wurmbxb  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Strasbnrg. 

Hence,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and  best  manoenyres  in  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolatlun  is  nothing  more  than  a  simple  dednction  from  Principle  1.  The  object 
Cabnot  had,  when  forming  the  combination,  appears  to  have  been  nothing  else  than  to 
bring  the  mass  of  the  French  into  collision  with  successive  fractions  of  the  Coalltion- 
Ssta.  This  combination  was  good,  because  It  was  in  accordance  with  one  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  strategy ;  had  it  been  in  accordance  with  two,  it  wonld  have  been  mnch 
better ;  if  with  the  three  first  principles,  as  (hr  as  possible  under  the  circumstances, 
perfect. 

The  five  victories  produce)!  an  imperfect  though  a  great  result ;  because  the  enemy, 
being  attacked  in  front,  he  was  driven  back  on  his  natural  and  prepared  lines  of  retreat. 

It  appears  that  the  Principle  1  might  have  been  involved  to  the  same  extent,  and  the 
Principle  2  involved  with  it  in  addition,  in  the  formation  of  a  combination  upon  the 
same  data,  in  the  following  manner:  After  the  victory  of  Dunkirk,  the  French  army, 
instead  of  attacking  all  the  while  In  front,  and  thus  losing  the  best  part  of  the  fruits  of 
victory,  should  take  the  Meuse,  with  its  five  fortified  towns,  as  the  bare  of  manoeuvres, 
and  thus  intercepting  Bbnjowski,  CLAXiirATT,  and  the  Pbincs  or  Orakox  from  their 
communications,  attack  them  in  rewne^  or  even  in  rear^  defeat  them  (which  would  be 
an  easier  task  than  to  defeat  them  In  front),  and  drive  them  as  vigorously  as  possible 
away  from  their  lines  of  retreat. 

Carnot  has  received,  generally,  great  honor  for  his  combination, and  merits  it;  for, 
from  the  ordinary  proceeding?  of  the  ^eat  majority  of  generals  of  his  day,  it  is  greatly 
to  be  feared,  that,  in  almost  any  other  hands  than  his,  the  additional  army  might  have 
been  divided  into  seveii  parts,  and  sent  to  reinforce  the  seven  armies."  —**  EUmsntarj 
TrtaUte  on  StraUgy^*  by  Bdwdi  Yatbs,  B.A.,  London,  1866.  (Second  edition,  pp.  14-17.) 


BIOORAPHT  OF  MAJOB-QBNBBAL  PHILIP  KKAKNY.  213 

of  the  rebels  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  —  after  he  had  worked 
through-  the  "  Wilderness  "  and  struck  home  at  the  Armj  of ' 
Northern  Virginia,  in  Petersburg-Richmond. 

The  third  plan  was  to  make  Norfolk  the  base  of  operations, 
and  march  on  Richmond  through  Petersburg.  In  the  last  two 
cases  a  sufficient  force  was  to  be  left  to  cover  Washington,  which 
was  to  co-operate  with  the  main  body  at  the  proper  time  and 
opportunity. 

The  Shenandoah  Valley  was  never  to  be  left  open,  but  a  suffi- 
cient force  was  to  be  stationed  therein  to  close  it  against  any 
such  attempts  as  were  made  from  time  to  time  by  Jackson  and 
his  successors.  Rosbcbans  was  sent  into  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley to  gather  together,  in  1 862,  the  forces  sprinkled  about  at 
random,  and  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  capital  and  the  purg- 
ing of  that  channel  of  disaster,  which  was  a  constant  scene  of 
disgrace,  until  fiery  Phil.  Shbbidan  swept  through  it  with  the 
besom  of  destruction,  with  the  steel  to  the  bosom  of  the  rebel 
army,  and  the  "torch  to  the  roof"  for  the  rebel  supplies,  which 
latter  course  the  French  critic  c\i  our  war,  Roussillon,  declared 
*' should  have  been  applied  at  the  outset,"  and  which  was  with- 
held only  too  long  for  the  safety  of  our  troops  and  of  Washing- 
ton, and  for  the  honor  of  our  arms.  This  Shenandoah  Valley, 
was,  indeed,  one  of  disaster  and  disgrace  to  the  North,  through 
utter  want  of  that  "practical  strategy"  which  distinguishes  key 
points  and  eliminates  the  useless  while  conserving  the  beneficial* 
Whether  correctly  or  not,  it  has  been  stated  that,  "  Winchester 
was  taken  and  retaken  seventy-six  times ;"  whereas  it  should 
have  been  taken  by  Patterson,  or  rather  by  his  motor,  in  July, 
1861,  and  never  afterward  sufiered  to  relapse  into  the  power 
of  the  enemy. 

During  the  winter  and  early  spnng,  a  correspondent,  stimu- 
lated by  the  questions  and  approbation  of  General  Kbahnt, 
was  continually  studying  out  the  feasibility,  the  details  and' 
parallels  of  his  first  two  propositions.  In  August,  1861,  a  de- 
tailed account  was  published  of  the  campaign  of  the  Austrians 
against  EuasNtt  Bbaithabnais,  in  1813-14,  which  was  almost 
analogous  throughout  to  Ebabny's  second  plan;  and  likewise 
the  winter  campaign  of  Ggbbgby,  which  was  similar  in  its 
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effects.  This  system  was  exactly  the  one  followed  by  Napoleoit 
in  1797,  when  he  with  his  main  army  advanced  directly  through 
Friuli,  while  Joubbrt  turned  the  Austrian  right  through  the 
Tyrol;  precisely  as  Kearny's  secondary  army  should  have 
operated  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

The  same  combined  and  simultaneous  action,  although  not 
immediately  subordinate,  as  in  1797,  occurred  in  the  campaign 
in  which  Napoleon  operated  in  Germany,  and  Massena,  in 
Italy,  in  1805,  and  again  in  1809,  under  the  Viceroy  Eugene, 
in  Italy ;  Ney,  working  in  together  to  the  same  ends  on  the 
Tyrol,  and  Marmont  from  Dalmatia.  In  1813  the  game  was 
reversed,  and  the  French  plan  was  put  in  execution  against 
themselves  with  like  successful  results. . 

The  campaign  of  1813  was  a  perfect  reproduction  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1797,  only  in  1813,  the  Austrians  from  the  east,  under 
Hiller,  were  pressing  westward  on  the  direct  line  followed  by 
Napoleon,  sixteen  years  previous,  with  Fenner,  flanking 
through  the  Tyrol,  retracing  the  steps  of  Joubert  down  the 
Adigc.  Had  our  armies  operated  simultaneously  through  the 
Wilderness  and  up  the  Shenandoah,  the  rebels  could  not  have 
maintained  themselves  at  Manassas  or  at  any  intermediate  point 
on  the  line  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad.  Had  they 
attempted  to  do  so,  they  would  have  found  themselves  in  the 
same  predicament  as  the  Russians  in  their  retrenched  camp  at 
Drissa,  on  the  Dwina  in  1812. 

After  the  conflagration  of  Moscow  when  Kutusoff  operated 
upon  the  French  flank  along  the  Toluga  road,  the  game  was 
reversed,  and  the  combined  operations  which  should  have  cul- 
minated on  the  Beresina,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  French, 
only  failed  through  the  tardiness  of  Admiral  Tschitchagoff 
and  General  Wittgenstein. 

JoMiNi  remarks,  ^'  without  doubt,  the  fault  of  Admiral  Tschit- 
chagoff in  a  very  great  degree  contributed  toward  their 
extricating  themselves  from  the  scrape.  *  *  *  It  is  a  ques- 
tion which  should  be  most  admired,  the  plan  of  operations 
which  brought  the  Russian  armies  from  the  extremity  of  Mol- 
davia, from  Moscow  and  from  Polotsk  to  the  Beresina,  as  to  a 
rendezvous  in  time  of  peace,  which  only  just  fell  short  of  effect- 
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ing  the  capture  of  their  redoubtable  adversary,  or  the  admirable 
constancy  of  the  hero  thus  pursued,  which  succeeded  in  forcing 
a  passage.'' 

A  similar  result  to  the  one  proposed  was  indicated  by  the 
simple  occupation  of  Gallicia  by  Schwabtzbnbbrg  in  1813. 
(Charras,  Guerre  cfe,  1813,  iv.  100,  etc.)  The  French  had  to 
abandon  Poland  at  once  and  fall  back  behind  the  Elbe.  Then, 
had  I^russia  been  ready  to  move,  the  French  would  certainly 
have  been  thrown  back,  with  ease,  beyond  the  Rhine. 

A  French  army  could  have  lived  off  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
which  would  have  obviated  transport ;  the  Union  army  ought 
to  have  done  so. 

In  1814,  Bluchsr's  line  of  advance  of  the  Army  of  Silesia 
was  equivalent  to  the  "  forwards  "  of  an  army  up  the  Shenandoah, 
the  main  army  of  the  Allies  representing  ours  under  Grant  in 
the  Wilderness. 

Massena,  as  admitted  by  Napier,  need  never  to  have  fought 
the  battle  of  Busaco,  1810,  which  he  lost,  had  he  turned  Wel- 
lington at  the  first,  through  the  Valley  of  the  Mondego,  to  the 
right,  or  as  he  afterward  attempted  to  do,  when  too  late, 
through  Boyalva,  to  the  left.*  As  an  example  of  this  course, 
take  Grant's  campaign  of  tlie  spring  of  1862.  Albert  Sydney 
Johnston  was  at  Bowling  Green ;  the  capture  of  Forts  Henry 
and  Donelson  threw  him  back  two  hundred  miles,  beyond  the 
Tennessee. 

In  i&ct,  the  grand  tactics,  whose  successful  carrying  out 
General  KEARirr  witnessed  at  the  Col  de  Mousaia,  in  1840, 
was  an  exact  type  of  the  stragetical  plan  McGlellan  should 
have  followed,  only  on  a  grander  scale,  and  more  extensive,  but 
not  more  difficult  theatre  of  action.  Napoleon  III  conceived 
similar  moves  in  1869.  Why  they  failed  is  incomprehensible, 
considering  the  generals  and  troops  he  had  under  his  control. 
At  a  later  date,  writing  upon  the  same  subject.  General 
Kearny  says :  ^*  It  would  have  been  so  beautiful  to  have  pushed 
after  the  enemy,  and  in  doing  so,  isolate  Fredericksburgh,  earn/ 
it  easy,  occupy  that  road,  and  thus  turn  those  river  batteries ; 
•— ^— ^^^^^^"^^■— ^— ^— ^^^^— ^^— ""^■^^■~"~^^"^~'^""~~^"^"""^"~~"^""~~^^"^^^"^""~^""^^^~^""^^^^^"^"^'^"^* 

•  HAsriu*  Aluov,  m,  LIX.  M9-'fi0,  etpeeUIly  660,  Col :  S. 
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all  the  while  near  enough  to  Washington  in  case  of  any  attempt 
upon  it." 

Then  as  to  reconnoissances  in  force,  Kbaritt  exactly  agreed 
with  GuBOwsKi  (recall  Napoleon's  demonstration  the  night 
before  Waterloo  to  discover  if  the  £nglish  were  retreating  or 
determined  to  stand  the  hazard  of  the  morrow's  die) : 

^'  McClellan  acts  as  if  he  had  taken  the  oath  to  some  Ridden 
and  veiled  deity  or  combination,  by  all  means  not  to  ascertain 
any  thing  about  the  condition  of  the  enemy. 

"Any  European,  if  not  American  old  woman — ^in  pants,  long 
ago  would  have  pierced  the  veil  by  a  strong  reconnoissance  on 
Centreville.  .  Here  *  All  quiet  on  the  Potomac' " 

"And  I  hear  generals,  West  Pointers,  justifying  this 
colossal  offense  against  common  sense,  and  against  the  rudi- 
ments of  military  tactics,  and  even  science.  ^  Oh  noble,  but 
awfully  dealt  with  American  people  I '  "* 

Had  McClellan  ever  read  the  extraordinary  military  career 
of  John  Cavalier,  with  which  Kearny  ivas  well  acquainted, 
and  of  which  he  often  spoke,  he  would  have  understood  the 
enormous  advantages  enjoyed  by  Lee,  occupying  a  central 
position  in  a  mountainous  country,  well  known  to  him  and  his 
subordinates,  and  have  provided  against  them,  as  Grant 
eventually  did,  or  any  general  would  have  done.  Cavalier, 
it  is  true,  was  a  marvel  of  genius,  a  heaven-bom  general.  A 
peasant  by  birth,  and  bred  a  baker's  apprentice,  before  the  age 
of  twenty  he  became  general-in-chief  of  the  Protestants  of 
Languedoc,  with  no  other  knowledge  of  tactics  but  what  he  had 
picked  up  by  watching  the  manceuvres  of  troops  in  the  streets 
of  Anduze,  or  acquaintance  with  strategy  except  through  the 
inspiration  of  common  sense.  He  never  had  over  three  thousand 
men  in  hand  and  actually  engaged  in  a  body  under  his  com- 
mand, and  never  wanted  more,  but  he  kept  that  number  always 
complete,  every  one  of  which  was  a  picked  and  tried  soldier. 
Like  Stonewall  Jackson,  he  was  a  fanatic,  and  his  troops 
were  thoroughly  fanaticised,  fighting  with  the  halter  around 
•their  necks,  and  worse. 

•GuBoiTBKi^s  Diary,  1,157.    Compare  9T,  197,  188,  etc.,  with  LANaxL*8  **  United 
Stotes  daring  the  War,"  SOS,  S81-'6,  840,  etc.,  etc. 
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This,  together  with  a  discipline  of  iron,  quadrnpled  their 
strength.  Even  all  this,  however,  without  the  genius  of  Cava- 
lier, would  have  accomplished  nothing.  To  and  fro,  like 
Frederic  the  Great  in  the  Seven  Years'  War,  he  shot  like  a 
shuttle,  and  either  paralyzed,  held  at  bay,  or  beat  sixty  thou- 
sand Royal  troops,  of  whom  twenty  thousand  were  veterans, 
cavalry  as  well  as  infantry,  well  supplied  with  artillery,  com- 
manded by  one  Marshal  of  France,  three  able  Lieutenant- 
Generals,  three  Marechaux-de-Catnp^  and  three  Brigadiers,  no 
less  distinguished.  Marshal  Montbbyel  estimated  Cavalier's 
numbers  at  twenty  thousand,  although  they  never  exceeeded 
three  thousand,  "  forged  in  the  firo  of  battle  and  tempered  in 
the  sweat  of  marches."  Cavalier  was  constantly  victorions  ia 
isolated  encounters,  until  a  simultaneous  concentrated  move- 
ment nearly  destroyed  his  column  at  Nages,  when  he  descended 
from  his  mountain  fastnesses  into  the  lowlands,  cutting  loose 
from  his  base.  Nevertheless  he  did  not  succumb  to  any  force 
of  arms,  although  he  must  have  finally  been  worn  out  by  con- 
stant hammering.  He  fell  a  victim  to  a  diplomacy,  which,  in  its 
deceit,  resembled  that  which  put  an  end  to  the  Algerian  war 
by  the  seizure  of  Abd-bl-Eader — and  terminated  the  Semindie 
war  by  a  similar  treacherous  capture  of  Osceola.  As  it  was, 
the  necessity  of  crushing  him  promptly  and  matching  his  genius, 
forced  Louis  XIY  to  send  into  the  south  of  France  the  finest 
soldiers  and  best  officers  at  the  disposal  of  the  French  Minister 
of  War.  The  English  critic  speculates  with  horror  upon  the 
efiect  of  the  presence  of  those  generals  and  troops  in  Germany, 
but  especially  at  Blenheim,  both  of  which  Cavalier  kept  fully 
employed  in  distant  Languedoc.  Had  Cavalier  never  risen 
or  been  less  than  he  was,  the  sun  of  Louis  XIY  would  not 
have  set  in  disgrace,  and  his  motto  of  *^  Neo  Pluribus  Impar," 
^'  not  an  unequal  match  for  numbers,"  might  have  been  realized 
in  an  empire  as  extensive  as  that  of  Napolbok  ;  and,  as  it  was 
based  on  religion,  more  durable. 

Indeed,  the  failure  of  the  English  fleet,  under  Sir  Cloudbslbt 

Shovel,  to  co-operate  with  Cavalier  frustrated  the  grandest 

plan  of  the  Camisard  leader  and  his  adherents.    Had  the  Eng- 

Ibh  captains  succeeded  in  establishing  a  communication  with 

28 
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the  Cevenol  leaders,  and  furnishing  them  with  the  needed  sup- 
plies, it  is  almost  impossible  to  calculate  the  enormous  results 
which  might  have  followed. 

But  the  reader  may  say,  what  has  this  to  do  with  our  war  ? 
Everything.  The  plan  of  operations  which  finished  Cavalier 
was  the  plan  of  Keabnt  who  was  worthy  to  be  named  with 
YiLLARS,  who  ended  Cavalibs's  career  as  Gbant  ended  Lee's. 
Incessant  activity,  simultaneous  attacks  of  converging  columns, 
allowing  no  respite,  high-souled  magnanimity  blended  with 
soldierly  decision  ■ —  no  "  pottering,  half-heartedness,''  but  Blu- 
CHBB-like  "  POBWABDS,"  everywhere,  when  the  tide  had  turned, 
and  was  on  the  rise ;  and  it  was  on  the  rise  in  the  winter  and 
spring  of  1862. 

Keabnt  knew  all  this  weU.  He  was  thoroughly  posted  in 
military  history.  His  information  in  this  regard  surprised 
generals  of  the  highest  rank  and  ability  abroad.  Nevertheless, 
-  he  could  take  advice  from  outsiders,  and  thankfully  avail  him- 
self of  the  industry  and  ability  of  others,  even  if  they  dfid  not 
bear  the  trade-mark  of  the  National  Military  Academy  —  that 
Academy,  the  glory  of  our  country  in  its  grand  men,  whose 
natural  greatness  it  so  greatly  develops;  the  damage  to  our 
people  in  the  caste-influence,  and  prejudices  it  has  engendered ; 
a  curse  almost,  in  particular  cases,  in  its  little  men,  by  permit- 
ting them  to  claim  weight  for  their  opinions  on  exhibiting  the 
original  stamp  of  its  mint.  Sending  a  man  to  West  Point  who 
has  not  soldierly  instincts  in  him,  does  not  make  him  a  soldier, 
any  more  than  the  mode  of  officering  the  English  church  makes 
good  Christian  ministers.  It  creates  a  caste  like  the  Egyptian 
priesthood,  whose  members  claim  for  every  one  within  the  pale 
all  the  dignities  and  emoluments  of  the  office;  in  which  indi- 
viduals m^y  possess  the  spirit,  but  it  would  not  be  natural  to 
believe  that  the  whole  did. 

Alas  !  were  not  all  of  Eeabny's  forebodings,  founded  on  the* 
apathy  and  mismanagement  of  that  fall,  winter  and  spring, 
fully  realized  in  the  sacrifices  and  incapacity  of  the  ensuing 
summer  and  autumn  ? 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

PLANS  AND  CORRBSPONDBNCE. 

Ultbbbs.    Tbey  tax  our  policy  and  call  It  cowardice ; 
CouQt  Wlffdom  as  no  member  of  the  war; 
'  Forestall  prescience,  and  esteem  no  act 
Bat  that  of  hand.    The  still  and  menul  parts, 
That  do  contrive  bow  many  hands  shall  strike, 
When  fitness  calls  them  on,  and  know,  by  measure 
Of  their  observant  toil,  the  enemies*  weight, — 
Why,  this  hath  not  a  flnger^s  dignity :  •        i 

They  call  this  bed-work,  mappery,  closet- war; 
So  that  the  ram,  that  batters  down  the  wall. 
For  the  great  swing  and  rudeness  of  his  poise. 
They  place  before  his  hand  that  made  the  engine, 
Or  those  that  with  the  fineness  of  their  souls 
By  reason  guide  his  execution. 

'    Shakbfbabs'8  TVotfut  and  Orttiida. 

**  All  tlie  time  which  subfiequently  elapsed^'  on  the  morning  of  Waterloo,  after  hie 
diftpofitlons  were  made,  *^  was  time  squandered,  absolutely  lost  (by  Nafolxom)  ;  and 
often  in  war,  losses  of  this  kind  can  nerer  be  repaired." 

Chabras*  "  Sittoire  de  la  Campoffne  ds  1816,  Waterloo." 

**  In  this  the  King  of  France  [Lihooln]  established  his  own  headquarters  [Wcuhinff- 
ton].  He  did  not  himself  pretend  to  be  a  soldier,  ftarther  than  a  natural  indifference  to 
danger,  and  much  sagacity  qualified  him  to  be  called  such ;  but  he  was  always  carefhl 
to  employ  the  most  skiUAil  In  that  profession,  and  reposed  In  them  the  confidence  they 
merited."  Lincoln,  it  is  stated,  used  to  call  K-n-b-h-t  **  his  general."— ^uen^  7>tir- 
ward. 

'  Many  persons 'have  supposed  thai  KisABxy's  unfavorable 
opinion  of  McClbllan  was  subsequent  to  those  displays  of 
inability — that  is,  inability  to  adjust,  direct  and  fight  so  vast 
a  force  as  the  country  confided  to  him  ;*  in  fact,  to  fill  com- 
mensurately  the  immense  role  to  which  circumstances,  to  retard 
and  ripen  events,  assigned  him  —  an  inability  which  paralyzed 

*  "  The  first,  most  important,  and  prominent  step  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and 
one  whose  consequences  were  felt  to  the  end,  was  the  defcctiye  and  ix^nrious  organiza- 
tion given  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  In  the  winter  of  1861-'2.  It  was  most  unfortun- 
ate, that,  taWi  thafinett  msn  and  material  ever  furnished  to  any  army  of  the  world,  that 
army  should  have  been  organised  with  so  little  reference  to  the  rules  of  war  governing 
the  organization  of  artnles,"  Ac.,  Ac.  MiOor-General  A.  Puasiantoh'b  Supplementaiy 
Report.    Bxamine  carefully  pages  8  to  6. 
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our  army  at  the  best  season  of  the  year  for  active  operations. 
This  surmise  is  not  correct.  Already,  in  the  fall  of  J  861, 
Kearny  appears  to  have  lost  all  confidence  in  him,  from  the 
fact  that  MgClbllan  seemed  to  Save  lost  all  confidence  in  his 
troops.  Writing  from  his,  the  headquarters  of  the  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  at  the  Episcopal  Seminary,  near  Alexandria,  Decem- 
ber 8,  1861,  he  observed : 

"  I  am  in  favor  of  sendiog  for  one  of  them  *'  [referriog  to  some  experleDoed 
French  general],  *'  because  I  find  thnt  General  McClbllan  ia  too  distrustful 
of  his  forces  since  Baker's  aifair  (BaU's  Bluff)  to  adopt  the  true  kejpoiot  in 
strategy." 

April  16,  1862,  he  sums  up  the  matter: 

"  Indeed,  I  have  been  deadly  opposed  to  the  river  plan,  as  uncovering  Wash- 
ington, without  a  single  advantage.  BesideSi  KoClellah  is  too  aloir  to 
mancBuvre  out  of  a  scrape." 

Kearny's  soldiership  was  always  too  prompt  and  energetic, 
not  only  for  McClellan,  but  for  those  immediately  over  him 
in  command.  Had  Keaeny's  advice  been  followed,  Keabny's"^ 
"  practical  strategy  "  would  have  manoBuvred  the  rebels  out  of 
their  insulting  positions  in  front  of  Washington  the  fall  before 
the  spring  they  did  evacuate  them,  and  almost  as  soon  as  they 
showed  themselves  there.  His  subsequent  occupation  of  Man- 
assas was,  perhaps,  taking  the  times  and  all  the  other  attending 
circumstances  into  consideration,  one  of  his  most  brilliant  acts. 
It  was  not  appreciated,  because  never  properly  brought  before 
the  people,  and  because  the  people,  as  a  rule,  appreciate  no 
result  of  soldiership  which  is  not  purchased  with  lavish  profus- 
ion of  blood. 

When  BuRXsiDB  went  to  Albermarle  Sound,  he  supposed  the 
blow  was  aimed  at  Norfolk.  "  If  Bnrnside  takes  Norfolk,"  he 
said,  in  effect,  *'  he  has  the  key  of  Richmond  in  his  hand,  and 
can  go  in  through  Petersburg,  if  he  only  knows  how  to  turn  it." 

Nevertheless,  Keabny  was  anxious  to  give  McClellan  every 
possible  chance,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  communication, 
which  has  not  yet  been  published. 

It  was  written  16th  December,  1861,  at  his  headquarters  in 
the  Seminary,  near  Alexandria. 
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"  Aa  I  have  *  *  *  animadverted  on  General  McClellak,  and 
btated  my  disappointment  as  to  his  miliisrj  conduct  of  the  caropsYgn,  I  lose 
no  time  to  iraurd  you  and,  through  you,  others  as  to  the  danger  of  interfeiing  ^ 
with  hif)  plans,  whatever  they  may  be.  Such  a  course,  in  precipitating  him 
trow  one  policy  to  another,  would  be  disastrous.  The  administration  was 
wro-ag  in  expt-lling  ScoTT — the  only  one  fitted  by  his  habit  of  victory  and 
undauuted  temperament  for  handling  mHSsea.  His  mind  was  strung  as  ever, 
alihou^h  it  m>iy  have  turned  too  much  to  detail,  which  he  performed  badly 
and  slowly.  These  minor  deficiencies  should  have  been  cared  for  for  him. 
His  high  moral,  military  and  political  standing  were  such  (hat  he  should  have 
been  prenerved  by  the  administration  as  an  sgis  in  case  of  mishap.  And 
wiih  volunteers  as  invaders*  no  military  calculations  from  past  history  permit 
you  to  be  assured  against  it.  Believe  me,  with  a  great  admiration  for  the 
pure  character  of  Mr.  LiKCOLir,  which  all  believe  in,  I  do  not  think  that  his 
administration  would  survive  a  second  BuU*s  Run.  I  am  convinced  that 
Mo'^LBLLAN  feels  this,  and  is  rendered  over-cauiious  by  it  But  all  allow  bim 
consummate  abilities  —  that  is,  talents.f  I  certainly  admit  it  myself.  I  deny 
him  one  spark  of  military  genius,  and  yet  an  undaunted,  sober  courage. 

"  He  has  been  wofully  wrong,  politically ;  for,  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  govern- 
ments, our  inaction  can  only  pass  for  pusillanimity.  He  was  equally  wrong  aa 
to  the  temperament  of  his  troops.  They  have  lesa  discipline  to  day  (mine 
additionally,  from  injudicious  interference',  in  tnkiog  from  me  artillery  and 
cavalry  merely  to  leave  them  an  uncontrolUd  bad  t-zample  in  our  midst)  from 
uselecs  reviews,  which  their  good  sense  tells  them  is  nonsense,  and  out  of 
place  for  an  army  that  haa  a  stain  to  wipe  out,  and  from  the  continuous  qui 
Vive  in  which  we  kept,  until  after  Bakeb's  affair,  and  which  has  subsided  into 
the  idleness  of  winter  quarters  without  the  boldness  of  avowing  it.  Equally 
in  an  ill-judged  delay,  aa  a  matter  of  season  in  October  the  roads  were  firm 
(and  in  this  country  the  mere  wood  roads,  out  of  season,  are  impassable),  the 
days  were  long,  the  temperature  genial,  nor  was  there  an  excuse  on  the  plea 
of  material  — our  batteries  were  completed,  our  cavalry  more  than  sufficient. 
As  to  numbers  the  enemy  increases  his  force  even  more  rapidly  than  we  do. 

*  PmaMan  '*  Seven  Weeks  War,**  in  1806,  sabaequent  to  the  Slavehofeers  Rebellion, 
closed  1866,  certainly  disproved  this  if  oar  Great  Civil  War  had  not  already  done  »o. 

t  *'  I  entertain  a  very  blgh  opinion  of *b  talents ;  but  he  always  appeared  to 

me  to  want  what  i«  better  than  abilities,  viz.:  soond  aenae.    There  la  always  some 
mistaken  principle  in  what  be  doea.    8th  August,  1818,  and  again,  10th  June,  1814, 
*  *  'Mf  he  had  lesa  pride  and  more  common  sense,  snd  conld  have 

carried  his  m^sare  into  execution  aa  he  ought  to  have  done,  it  would  have  succeeded  " 
Wbllinoton,  **  rich  in  saving  common  sense.**  This  bears  oat  the  old  adage,  '*  com- 
mon sense  is  c^nlus  in  tts  working?  dress."  '*  To  act  with  common  sense,  according  to 
(he  moment,  is  the  best  wisdom  I  know.**  Hobacb  Walpolb.  "  Fine  sense  and  exalted 
sense  are  not  half  ao  nsefhl  as  common  aenae.**  Auswahlbb.  Pascal  has  som^  very 
carioas  and  apposite  remarks  on  geometrical  minds.  Chap.  IX.  f  HI ,  worthy  of  con- 
sideration in  this  connection. 
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And  here  WM  a  false  elementary  computation  by  the  generaL  And  it  was 
McClellan's  plan  to  have  opened  the  game  at  that  time.  The  mishap  of 
Bakbr  unnerved  him.  He  did  not  dare  to  trust  his  troops  if  they  failed  at  ' 
their  first  step.  The  trifling  details  as  to  a  move  detailed  at  length  in  army 
orders  to  the  command  (only  the  last  care,  when  all  else  has  been  arranged), 
proved  incontestably  that  such  was  the  case.  In  forty-eight  hours  alter,  I 
asserted  that  the  day  of  the  campaign  was  ifidefinitely  postponed. 

''  However,  General  McOlellak  is  not  such  a  man  of  universally  allowed 
talenis  not  to  have  his  own  determined  line  of  policy.  It  is  that  I  deprecate 
interfering  with  him  now  that  I  write,  lest  I  may  hare  been  previously  mis- 
understood. 

*"  Scott  is  gone,  and  none  more  likely  than  MoClellak  remains.  All  are 
equally  untried.  Military  habit  of  mind  and  practice  of  necessary  military 
elements  may  have  become  instinct  Enei^y,  militarily  dir**cted,  may  be 
second  nature.  The  logic  of  military  comprehension  may  surpass  all  other 
analysis  —  all  of  which  make  good  subaltern  generals — but  genius  alone  can 
suffice  for  operations  of  hundreds  of  thousands,  over  a  space  of  near  a  contin- 
ent; and  that  man  is  yet  to  prove  himself. 

"  I  have  finished  all  my  paper,  and  I  fear  have  bored  you  with  a  very  long 
letter.  My  health  has  a  regular  break-down,  but  I  will  soon  be  up.  With 
best  regard,"  etc. 

It  is  seen  that  in  closing  his  letter  Kearny  allades  to  his 
health.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  Kearny  enjoyed 
robust  health.  The  only  time  that  he  ever  seemed  to  be  free 
from  the  most  distressing  attacks  was  while  he  was  in  Africa, 
and  engaged  in  active  service  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  feel- 
ing, as  it  were,  the  grating  of  his  blade.  While  at  Saumur,  in 
1880-40,  he  was  often  confined  to  his  bed;  when  in  Italy,  in 
1834,  he  was  dangerously  sick.  • 

He  used  to  remark  that  it  might  be  said  he  had  lived  upon 
calomel ;  or  again,  that  he  had  taken  calomel  enough  to  kill  a  . 
horse.  People  were  often  deceived  in  regard  to  his  condition, 
from  the  fact  that  his  energy  rose  superior  to  his  bodily  ailments 
the  moment  that  duty  called  him  into  the  saddle.  Days  of  con- 
stant exposure  and  activity  were  often  succeeded  by  sleepless 
suffering,  when  nature  most  demanded  the  recuperation  of  re- 
pose. He  aged  terribly  during  the  short  period  of  his  genA-al- 
ship,  and  was  very  grey  when  he  fell 

Again  he  wrote,  still  from  the  same  spot  seven  weeks  after- 
ward. 
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•  HEADQUARTERS  NEW  JRR8BY  BRIGADE, , 

Gamp  SsminabTi  Ya.,  February  8,  1862. 

"  Yours  *  *  *  ])AYe  been  receiTed.  It  was  a  truly  militaiy 
treat,  and  evinced  what  I  claim  for  70U  as  a  BpecidUie  in  talents,  a  wonderful 
command  of  facts  flrom  the  past,  with  a  genius  in  their  adaptation  to  erolve 
particular  theories  for  a  future. 

"  You  have  plaoed  G(brost's  campaign  in  a  most  impressive  light  before 
me.  I  had  read  the  same  book,  and  had  almost  forgotten  it.  I  read  it, 
although  an  American  officer,  more  as  a  poUtical  theme ;  at  best  only  in  a  tacti- 
cal li^bt,  and  without  particular  refereuce  to  the  map. 

"  After  one  general  glance  at  it,  for  main  points,  70U  prove  that  you  studied 
it  in  the  light  of  strategy.  One  thing  is  certain ;  it  was  a  Winter's  Campaign 
and  each  battle  was  fought  with  as  much  artillery  as  we  possess.    *    *    « 

"  Still,  there  is  much  that  is  different,  if  you  adduce  it  as  a  Strategy,  that  is 
applicable  to  ourselves.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  such,  further  than  as  a  proof 
of  the  power  of  overcoming  obstacles. 

"  GcBRQBT^s  army  was  never  more  than  what  would  be  two  to  three  or  four 
of  our  divisions,  the  Austrians  small  in  proportion ;  whereas  the  theatre  of  * 
'  war  was  boundless. 

"Our  armies  are  about  400,000  to  500,000  of  a  side,  and  although  extending 
across  1,000  miles,  being  intersected  by  mountains,  are  both  separate  and 
united,  at  least  admit  of  no  manoeuvring  around  our  enemy. 

**  There  are  but  two  plans  open  to  us. 

'*  To  manoeuvre  against  Richmond  or  New  Orleans.  As  to  the  value  of  these 
two  ob/ective  points  of  strategy,  I  maintain  that,  whilst  New  Orleans  is  the 
easiest,  and  yields  the  greatest  extent  of  country  for  a  capture,  that  Rich- 
mond, from  its  moral,  importance,  is  the  point  which  will  prove  the  most 
decisive,  and  would  carry  with  it  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  would 
isolate  the  war  to  almost  only  South  Carolina ;  at  all  events  to  the  extreme 
Secession  States. 

"  General  Scott,  partly  as  a  very  great  tactician  (I  believe  that  the  war 
would  have  been  finished  by  this  time  had  he  remained  In  command),  and 
principally  as  a  Virginian,  decided  for  the  Kentucky  theatre  of  war. 

"  It  is  very  certain  that  this  is  also  MoClellan'&  One  is  led  to  suppose  so 
from  the  agglomeration  of  forces  there.  They  are  nearly  two-thirds  in  excess 
of  the  enemy,  besides  the  flotilla. 

**  That  the  enemy  must  fall  back,  beaten  or  otherwise,  and  Tennessee  be 
overrun  (provided,  as  would  be  the  case,  we  detach  some  50,000  picked  men 
from  this  army  to  the  West,  MoGlellan  going  in  person),  and  New  Orleans 
taken,  is  a  certainty. 

"The  only  question  which  would ^se  are,  in  the  first  place:  Bbaubboard 
would  occupy  the  Alleghanies,  and  prevent  any  entrance  into  Virginia,  with 
far  more  facility  than  he  ever  does  at  Manassas.  In  the  second  place,  if 
BsAUfiSGABD  is  gifted  with  genius  (and  those  who  know  him  intimately,  with 
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a  life-long  experience,  aUhough  they  deny  it,  in  their  hearts  accord  it  to  him), 
he  may,  when  our  armes  are  lauDched  w<-ll  South,  opt'rHte  himst'ir  in  our 
rear,  and  with  a  laat  effort  ia  Tenneaeee  jeoiMtrdiae^  if  not  destroy,  our  previ- 
ously victorious  career.* 

"I  maiiitain,  therefore,  thai,  although  the  river  courses  and  its  commercial 
importance  point  out  the  yall<>y  of  the  Mississippi  fur  us  to  adopt  as  our  Hue 
of  operations,  that  Richmond,  though  at  present  the  more  difficult  and 
apparently  physically,  ^ maiaieUement^*  the  less  important,  is,  in  fact,  the 
oVtject  we  should  strive  for;  ^ materieUementt*  also,  because,  that  taken, 
Virginia  would  be  found  full  of  Unionists. 

"  North  Carolina  would  declare  itself  so,  without  a  blow.  We  then  hitve 
the  debouches  of  the  AUeghanies  in  our  favor,  Muce  their  population  ia  with 
us,  and  form  the'key<>pomt  of  the  corners  of  the  Middle  States  and.  Sou' hern 
States,  we  paliiy  all,  overrun  the  still  rebellious,  demand  New  Orleans  and  the 
Mississippi  banks  to  reassume  against  factlonists,  their  comforts,  their  com- 
merce, their  welfare,  and  their  peace. 

"  So  much  for  my  reasoning.  The  problem  I  consider  nearly  reduced  to  the 
tactical,  and  I  would  like  you  to  consider  this,  and  tell  me  how  best  to  dis- 
lodge the  people  from  Manansas. 

'*  For  myself  I  say,  that  it  is  even  now  to  be  done  as  it  would  have  been  much 
better  done  in  September,  in  October,  even  in  November,  viz.,  rapidly  to  Tn)ask 
ManassRS,  and  simultaneouRly  with  troops  from  all  quarters,  even  BHJtimore, 
fall  on  Johnston.  He  and  all  beyond  him  would  be  cut  off,  or  get  back  most 
rapidly  into  Manassas.  We  could  take  and  hold  Winchester,!  and  thf  n  com- 
mence a  turning  move,  cutting  the  rebels  from  the  Rappabapnock;  all  ihis 
while  offering  them  a  pitched  battle.  If  they  themselves  disposed  (they 
would  be  forced)  to  come  out  of  their  intrencbments  at  Manassas  to  get  it. 
We  are  superior  to  them,  and  I  do  not  see  why,  in  masses^  we  should  noi  Q.ht 
as  well,  and  if  we  are  to  be  beaten,  then  the  oftener  we  are  beaten  the  sooner 
we  will  learn  to  fight  It  is  the  history  of  all  beaten  people,  who  have  men 
and  money  in  superabundance. 

'*  Another  plan  seems  to  me  to  mask  Manassas  towards  their  right,  and 
then  with  forty  thousand  men,  destroy  their  thirty  thousand  men  south  of 
us  from  Occnquan  Creek  to  Aquia,  Ac  This,  also,  would  most  probably  force 
them  to  fight  in  the  open  fl»ld,  and  then  to  seize  Fredericksburg  and  thus 
communicate  with  expeditions  up  the  York  river,  or  James  and  (al'.hough  it 
has  some  fearful  diflSculiiea)  thus  attack  Richmond  almost  from  the  rear 
(from  the  north  and  north-west). 

*  The  reader  will  see  herein  foreBtaadowed  Bbaoo^s  Ken  tacky  campaign  of  186S,  but 
more  pnrticolarly  Hood*8  desperate  ventore,  which  was  checked  before  Nashville, 
December  15th  and  16th,  1864.  * 

t  Winchester  was  considered  an  important  stragetic  point  before  the  Revolntlon, 
and  was  fortified  at  the  earliest  date  of  the  Anglo-Colonial-French  Wars.  "Memoir 
of  Oen.  Qbaham,"  Bdinbnrg,  1809. 
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*'  Now  I  am  very  anxious  to  have  jou  give  me  jour  YiewB  pro  and  oon^  and 
as  to  feasibilities.  In  the  idleness  of  our  camps,  we  the  poor  generals,  discuss 
ad  libitum^  all  these  plans,  inasmuch  as  Greneral  MoGlellan'b  policy  is  to 
exclude  everj  one  from  his  presence.  At  first  there  were  a  few  generals 
admitted  to  see  him  (about  the  time  of  his  reviews).  Latterly  there  is  nobody. 
Some  generals,  as  Hbintzelhak,  &c.,  Ac,  have  not  seen  him  at  all,  except  at 
these  reviews,  and  the  others  almost  not  at  all  This  quality  of  reticence  and 
set^recy  are  valuable  qualities  in  a  man  like  Louis  Napoleon,  or  in  one  of 
genius — a  quality  other  than  mere  talents — ^but  I  consider  It  most  unfortunate 
in  McOlellan.  Talents  he  has  ,*  genius  ho  has  not.  The  trifles  in  the  army, 
which  in  results,  swell  to  essentials  from  their  utter  mismanagement,  prove 
that  McGlellan  (even  if  from  our  great  resources  he  succeeds)  is  at  the  anti- 
podes of  that  genius,  which)  like  the  first  Napolbon,  could  dispense,  if  he 
pleased,  with  all  aid,  since  in  the  midst  of  a  campaign,  he  could  regulate  the 
smallest  supplies  of  a  newly  organizing  regiment.  So  far  *  *  *  fh>m 
your  not  being  able  to  advise  for  large  bodies  of  men,  none  that  know  you 
will  disclaim  it.  If  thero  exists  aj»reventive,  it  is  that  you  take  the  world 
a  little  bit  too  much  by  force  instead  of  receiving  it  in  practical  working 
order,  such  as  human  nature  constitutes  it  But  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt,  but  that  your  friends  will  gradually  be  able  to  bring  your  utility  more 
into  notice." 

Again,  Kearny  wrote  from  Alexandria,  on  the  19th  February, 
1682: 

'*  Saturday  evening  I  received  a  telegraph  notice  of  the  serious  illness  of 
*  Archie  ^  (his  idolized  bod).  I  took  forty-eight  hours'  leave,  arrived  home 
Sunday  at  dawn,  comforted  Aokbs,  I  believe  witnessed  a  favorable  change  in 
the  disease'*  (typhoid  fever)  *'  of  my  boy,  and  left  on  Monday  at  II  p.  ic. 
Arrived  yesterday  in  Ume  to  take  my  place,  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  Board,  I  had 
been  detailed  to  (clothing  and  uniform),  and  at  night  went  to  my  brigade.     *    * 

"  I  have  to  thank  you  for  four  interesting  letters,  although  not  meeting  fully 
my  hopes.  I  had  hoped  that  as  to  passing  pieces  in  the  mud  that  you  would 
have  been  able  to  have  remembered  to  have  joined  in  your  extensive  reading 
positive  facts  as  to  what  had  been  used. 

"  The  printed  matter  you  sent  me  was  most  interesting.  You  have  a  won- 
derful faculty  of  introducing  and  printing  for  the  public,  subjects  that  are 
apropos. 

'*Tbe  notions  are  good;  as  to  certain  points;  as  to  masking  Manassas,  it 
may  have  been  originally  yours,  but  it  also  belongs  to  General  McDowell  and 
others. 

"  It  spoke  for  itself;  the  moment  you  oould  not  force  them.  As  to  the  idea 
of  Albemarle  Sound,  I  know  that  it  was  yours  a  tong  while  since.  I  am 
quite  ready  to  suppose,  that  you  were  treated  thus  *  *  *  precisely 
because  you  had  given  to  him,  or  others  (his  staff)  ideas  which  struck  him  as 

29 
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feasible ;  that  he  intended  to  adopt  them,  (or  thej  might  have  ooindded  with 
his  actual  plans,)  and  feared  lest  by  an  interview,  he  might  betraj  the 
importance  he  attached  to  them ;  or  it  might  truly  be,  that  he  is  necessarily 
BO  overworked,  that  he  could  not  find  time  to  see  you. 

"  There  is  so  much  indiscretion,  even  treachery,  that  MoC  has  made 

a  rule  to  see  few  officers. 
"^  "  Heintzblmak  and  most  of  the  generals  never  see  him ;  I  think  that  he  is 
wrong,  for  much  escapes  him  that  ought  to  be  done,  and  especially  since  he 
is  an  engineer ;  and  since  he  hss  brought  so  many  other  engineers,  and  put 
them  in  high  places,  who  are  as  ignorant  as  himself.  I  sometimes  think,  that 
G.  F.  Smith,  and  Grant,  and  Buell  will  cut  him  out,  although  I  am  quite 
ready  to  believe  that  no  person  surpassed  McC  as  a  man  of  great  tal- 

ents, as  a  mathematician  and  calculator.  He  is  also  a  man  of  real  courage, 
although  I  find  in  many  occasions  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  '  taionnement^ 
But  all  allow  that  McO  is  a  superior  man.    I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  I 

think,  that  he  wants  first  what  General  Soorr  excelled  all  military  men 
in,  his  genius  for  command  (the  innate  knowledge  of  handling  men),  and  yet 
you  are  of  tlie  opinion  that  Scott  was  overrated. 

'*  I  refer  you  to  the  French  School  of  Generals,  where  Han  and  tactical  pow- 
ers of  mind  elevate  the  officer,  and  are  regarded  as  procuring  success  far  more 
than  strategic  subtlety.  For  myself,  I  know  of  no  one  short  of  Napoleon,  in 
this  century,  that  has  equalled  Soott;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  he  led 
his  men  to  the  bayonet  charge,  at  a  period  when  all  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
running." 

Before  closing  this  chapter,  a  conple  of  paragraphs  from  the 
Address  of  Cortlandt  Parker,  Esq.,  are  too  apposite  to  he 
omitted  —  even  although  they  embrace  what  may  seem  to  be  a . 
repetition  of  ideas  already  presented — since  they  contain  extracts 
from  Phil.  Kbarnt's  letters,  reflecting  on  passing  events : 

**  And  so  the  autumn  of  1861  rolled  on ;  Ebaskt,  and  a  few  like  him,  impa- 
tiently  longing  for  the  order  to  advance ;  Ball's  Bluff  checking  and  delaying 
it,  and  carrying  sorrow  and  almost  dismay  to  the  hearts  of  the  Northern 
patriots ;  Dranesville,  partiaUy  reassuring  them,  the  victories  south  and  west 
invigorating  the  resolution  of  the  Nation;  General  McClkllan  bustling  hither 
and  thither,  reputed  busy  and  successful  in  organization ;  the  Cabinet,  the 
President  and  the  Nation,  waiting  bng,  at  first  with  flill,  then  with  scarce 
half  confidence  in  the  commanding  General,  for  the  moment  when,  with  the 
I  advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  haughty  Confederacy  should  dis- 
appear. 

"It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  lynx-like . perception  of  General 
KxAXRY  saw  the  truth  as  to  his  commanding  General,  and  he  expressed  it, 
not  insubordhiately,  bat  confidentially,  and  with  many  cautious  and  generous 
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hopes  that  he  might  be  mistaken.  In  October,  1861,  he  writes:  *I  see  a 
vacillation  in  his  great  objects,  allowing  small  objects  to  intrude.*  *  That  Gen- 
eral MoOlbllan,' he  writes,  in  February,.  1862,  'has  had  full  sway  for  his  great 
epecidUU — talents  of  calculation  and  long-headedness  —  is  most  fortunate  for 
him  and  the  country.  But  the  United  States  alone,  of  all  countries,  could  have 
supplied  by  her  wonderful  virgin  resources  for  a  want  of  genius  of  command 
which  would,  early  in  September  have  decided,  by  timely  fighting  and  maneuver- 
ing^  what  we  were  doing  nmo  ly  dead  momentwn.  Fifty  thousand  more  troops 
on  the  Potomac  would  have  maneuvered  the  enemy,  with  sure  success,  out  of 
Manassas  in  September  last;  England  would  not  have  insulted  us;  foreign 
powers  not  been  doubtful  of  us ;  ^  greeUneaa  of  the  American  name  been  more 
immediaiely  vindicatedj  and  the  terrific  expenses  been  saved  by  a  speedy  termi- 
nation of  the  war.'  March  4tb,  1862,  he  speaks  more  decidedly:  'Although 
there  is  no  one^ezactly  to  replace  McClellan,  I  now, proclaim  distinctly  that, 
unless  a  chief,  a  line  officer  not  an  engiueer,  of  military  ^es<i^e  (success  under 
fire  with  troops),  is  put  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  (leaving 
MgOlellan  the  minor  duties  of  General-in-Chief),  we  will  come  in  for  some 
awful  disaster ;  the  only  person  to  take  his  place  is  General  G.  F.  Smith,  in  the 
Army  of  Kentucky.' 

"Up  to  this  time  he  and  General  McClellan  had  never  clashed.  These 
opinions  were  the  result  of  his  observation,  and  very  much  of  his  conviction 
that  Ball's  Bluff  was  really  an  advance  fh>m  which  McClellan  shrunk  back 
and  threw  the  blame  on  General  Stone  unjustly  —  scared  by  the  first  disaster. 
Not  long  after  he  saw  himself  what  he  deemed  evidence  of  the  inferiority  of 
McClellan's  genius,  and  thenceforward  he  was  decided  in  his  depreciation 
of  him.'" 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

THB  SECOND  ADVANCE  TO  MANASSAS. 

**  Niw  JsBSBT  Blues,  the  bold  and  traef 
Thoagh  small  the  State,  the  men  though  few. 
They  prov'd,  in  eighteen  sixty-two, 
They'd  deeds  of  seventy-six  ontdo ; 
New  Jersey  Blues,  ye  bold  and  tnie, 
Were  worthy  Exajuiy,  KiABxr  yon !" 

"  Like  all  the  troops  Arom  this  State  (New  Jersey),  their  gallant  condact  dnnng  the 
years  that  the  command  existed,  rendered  invaluable  aid  to  the  National  cause." 

Caff.  Blaxs's  *"  7%ree  Tean  in  ths  Amm.'* 

**  DoBssT  is  fled  to  BicmcoMD." 

BlOEABDin. 

"  *  Charge,  Chsstxb,  charge !    On,  Stamlbt,  on  I 
Were  the  last  words  of  Hjlbmion." 

Scott's  "JTormion." 

**  No  man  shed  tears  for  noble  Murius ; 
He  lives  in  Fame  that  died  in  Virtue's  cause. 

TrrxTS  Androkxous. 


Glosteb.    "  Now  is  the  winter  of  our  discontent 

Hade  glorious  summer  by  this  *  son '  of  York." 

"  Hob  xgo  olobiosos  rsci  tulit  altkb  honobu." 


RiCHABD  in. 

VxBon.. 


"  And  now' he  writes    ♦    ♦    for  Ms  redress : 
Sweet  scrolls  to  fly  about  the  streets  of  Rome ! 
What's  this,  but  libelling  against  the  Senate, 
And  blazoning  our  ii\Jnstice  everywhere  f " 

Titus  AxDBoinous. 

The  fall  of  1861  had  been  wasted.  It  was  a  season  admirably 
adapted  to  military  movements.  This  is  admitted  by  all  the 
generals  who  testified  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct 
of  the  War.  The  winter  also  had  drifted  away  in  inaction. 
McClellan,  "from  his  comfortable  house  in  Washington,  is- 
sued orders  to  all  the  military  forces  of  our  country,"  while, 
throughout,  the  rebels  continued  to  flaunt  their  insulting  ensigns 
within  sight,  not  only  of  our  camps,  but  almost  of  our  Capital. 
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This  they  may  be  said  to  have  blockaded  (in  the  same  degree  that 
Sebastopol  was  besieged),  since  their  batteries  commanded  the 
Potomac,  and  menaced  any  foraging  parties  —  sorties,  in  fact 
—  which  ventured  beyond  our  lines.  Even  Drainsville,  so 
highly  honorable  to  our  arms,  had  been  a  mere  sporadic  effort, 
altogether  without  results,  except  the  glory  acquired  by  the 
troops  engaged.  That  which  had  made  Kbarny  most  indig- 
nant at  the  outset  was  the  rebel  occupation  of  Munson's  Hill,* 
and  a  friend,  in  constant  communication  with  him,  recorded  that, . 
if  his  suggestions  had  been  attended  to,  or  his  proposition  had 
been  accepted,  the  enemy  would  have  been  diiven  out  at  once, 
ignominiously,  if  not  actually  captured.  As  on  so  many  other 
occasions,  Kearny's  proposition  to  move  out  against  them  was 
made  known  to  the  rebels  by  some  traitor  within  our  lines 
almost  as  soon  as  it  was  suggested ;  and  they  availed  them- 
selves of  this,  so  as  to  render  the  contemplated  manoBuvre  as 
unnecessary  as  unadvisable.f 

The  spring  at  length  arrived.  The  general-in-chief  now 
talked  of  moving,  in  the  worst  season  for  military  movements, 
afler  having  wasted  the  best,  since  it  is  indisputable  that,  as  a 

*  "  Camp  Shsbxait/'  Washington,  8^.  S7, 1861. 
**  The  rebel  flag  le  now  waving  in  Bight  of  the  Presidents  hoase.  I,  myself,  saw  it, 
thongh  unable  to  distinguish  the  colors.  The  place  is  MnnsonS  Hill,  throe  and  a  half 
or  four  miles  from  the  city.  Daily  skirmishes  take  place  in  hearing  of  the  city ;  eyen 
now  I  hear  the  report  of  musketry  in  the  distance,  and  perhaps  some  good  soldier  has 
Allen  in  defense  of  his  country,  while  I  have  been  writing  these  three  Une8.**~i8Wefi«rS 
Letter^  by  Ltdxa  Minturn  Post. 

tThat  we  made  no  reconnoissances  in  force  at  this  time  is  most  astonishing,  utterly 
inexplicable.  Ourowsxi,  in  his  Diary  f^om  March,  1861,  to  March,  1869,  refers  to  this 
at  page  167 :  "  McClellan  acts  as  if  he  had  taken  the  oath  to  some  hidden  and  veiled 
deity  or  combination,  by  all  means  not  to  ascertain  any  thing  about  the  condition  of  the 
enemy.  Any  European,  *  *  long  ago  would  have  pierced  the  veil  by  a  strong 
reconnoissance  on  Centreville.  Here  *■  All  quiet  on  the  Potomac*  And  I  hear  Gene- 
rals *  *  Justifying  this  colossal  offense  against  common  sense,  and  against  the 
rudiments  of  military  tactics,  and  even  science.  Oh,  noble,  but  awftally  dealt  with 
American  people." 

On  the  subject  of  reconnoissances  the  military  reader  is  referred  to  "  Theorie  Gene- 
rale  des  Beconnaissances  MUitaires,  mlse  en  Concordance  avec  le  Reglemcnt  snr  le 
Service  des  Arinees  en  Campagne  et  dednlte  des  Pratiques  les  plus  usitees  dans  les 
Gnerres  Modemes ;  ouvrage  compose  pour  8.  A.  R.  le  Due  de  Brabant,  et  offert  a  ce 
Prince  en  manuscrlt  illustre ;  par  Victor-Ssvebtn  Sobivskx  dk  Jairka,  Capltalne  com- 
mandant la  fie  batterie  montee,  au  Se  Regiment  d*ArtiIlerie  Beige,  ex-premier  Eleve  de 
rScole,  d'application  de  Varsovie.  Librarle  Militaire,  de  J.  DmfAm  (Ancienne  Maison 
Anselin),  Rue  et  Passage  Dauphine,  80.  Paris,  France.** 
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rule,  our  finest  weather  is  in  the  fall,  especially  that  lovely 
period  '"  Indian  Summer,"  when  the  balmy  atmosphere  of  the 
spring  is  tempered  by  the  bracing  coolness  of  the  autumn. 

In  the  second  week,  ^^  the  Ides  of  March,"  the  rebels  evacuated 
Manassas,  but  not  altogether,  as  they  still  held  their  immense 
works  with  a  rear  guard  and  made  a  display  of  maintaining  the 
post.*  According  to  their  own  iaccounts,  their  determination  to 
do  so  was  not  influenced  by  any  action  on  our  part.  To  those 
who  place  implicit  faith  in  official  reports,  there  is  no  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  the  discussion  of  their  motives.  It  is  not  likely, 
however,  that  they  abandoned  such  scientific  and  extensive 
works  as  they  had  erected  at  Centreville  and  Manassas,  if  they 
bad  not  been  kept  thoroughly  advised  of  the  contemplated 
movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Joe  Johnston,  who 
had  succeeded  Beaubsgabb  in  the  chief  command  in  front  of 
Washington,  at  the  close  of  January,  1862,  was  not  the  man  to 
abandon  an  inch  of  ground  which  could  be  contested  with  ad- 
vantage.! As  Kbabny's  report,  in  regard  to  his  participation 
in  that  admirably  executed  advance  which  drove  their  rear 
guard  out  of  their  immense  works  was  "  suppressed  "  ♦  ♦ 
by  McClellan,§  it  is  very  likely  that  he  had  accomplished 
much  more  and  Reserved  far  more  credit  than  his  superior,  pre- 
judiced and  partial,  was  willing  to  bestow  upon  an  independent 


*  Aocording  to  Towvsknd^s  Cyclopedia,  toI.  B,  SI,  (13:  quoting  Hertld,  ISth  March, 
1863,  etc.:  The  rebels  advanced  to  Vienna  to  cover  preparations  for  retreat.  Eeabnt 
was  Bent  to  guard  the  party  rebuilding  the  bridge  at  Beckys  (Burke's)  Station,  March 
10th.    Vienna,  according  to  the  map  at  hand,  is  only  13  miles  due  west  of  Washington. 

t  See  ''Battle  Fields  qf  the  South,''  chap,  xiz,  page  161  and  168-'4. 

%  CoBTLANDT  pARKSB,  General  Kbarnt's  particular  Mend  and  counsel,  at  page  18, 
of  **  Philip  Kbarht,  Soldier  akd  Patriot,"  uses  these  words :  *  *  *  '*  General  Mo- 
Clzllan  suppressed  his  report,  as  If  not  entirely  pleased  with  the  occurrence."  The 
writer  applied  to  the  War  Department  through  influential  Mends  (to  whom  he  tenders 
his  warmest  thanks  fbr  their  assistance),  and  all  the  replies  agreed  as  to  there  being  no 
such  report  to  be  found.  In  MoClbllan's  own  report,  at  the  place  where  the  evacua- 
tion is  referred  to  (pages  133,  '*  Enemy's  Works  at  and  near  Manaseas''  etc,  to  page  133, 
where  the  subject  of  Manassas  is  dismissed)  General  Ksarnt's  name  is  not  mentioned, 
neither  the  services  of  his  brigade ;  nor  is  there  any  reference  to  General  Kxaxnt's 
own  especial  report,  which  is  not  to  be  found,  nor  those  of  his  subordinates,  of  which 
copies  are  annexed  to  this  chapter. 

Since  this  was  written,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  holding  a  MiOor-Gene- 
raPs  command  at  that  time,  remarked  that  he  had  heard  the  Kxabnt  report  (referred 
to)  spoken  of  and  discussed. 
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thinker,  oa^spoken,  and  filled  with  ideas  antagonistic  to  his 
policy. 

In  the  preparation  of  that  portion  of  this  biography  which 
relates  to  the  occurrences  of  1862,  it  was  determined  that 
Kearny  himself,  eye-witnesses  and  disinterested  narrators 
should  be  permitted,  as  far  as  possible,  to  tell  the  whole  story. 

*'  In  March,  1862,  the  rebels  evacuated  Manassas,  hastened  thence  hj  the 
enterprise  and  dash  of  General  Kbarkt.  It  is  bat  joetice  to  notice  this,  for 
his  reports  never  saw  the  light.  Indeed,  that  affair,  instead  of  helping  his 
advancement,  evidently  and  most  wrongfully  retarded  it  We  will  tell  the 
storj  in  his  own  words,  under  date  of  March  12,  1862 :  'I  was  on  the  Uni- 
form Board  ;*  dined  with  the  Prince  De  JounnLLE  on  Thursday ;  the  next  day 
leisurely  got  up  and  went  to  the  ferry  to  go  to  camp.  I  was  just  going  on 
board  the  steamer  when  General  Sumkeb  got  off,  and  said  quite  excitedly  and 
flurried  to  me.  *  Why,  your  brigade  is  off;  ordered  to  Burke's  Station  to  relieve 
General  Howasd  in  guarding  a  railroad  party.'    I  hurried  to  camp;  foimd 

the  brigade  still  there ;  went  to  Frai^lin's  headquarters ;  he  was  in  W , 

and,  by  telegraph,  sent  us  varying  orders  from  moment  to  moment,  as  if  all  in 
W were  undecided.  Finally,  late  in  the  day,  orders  came  to  take  forty- 
eight  hours*  rations,  and  be  prepared  to  remain  two  days  at  Burke's.  It  was 
three  o'clock ;  the  troops  looked  elegantly,  and  although  the  march  was  awM 

*  The  following  letter  in  connection  with  this  Unilbrm  Board  has  Interest,  inasmuch 
as  it  refers  to  a  common  Mend,  whose  appointment  from  civil  life  proves  that  the 
Militia  can  produce  o|Bcers  of  the  highest  capacity  as  well  as  West  Point.  It  is  not 
well  to  Ibrget  that  the  Militia,  in  the  Aunons  defence  of  Lille,  rivalled  the  Regulars  led 
by  the  iamons  BouiTLBiia ;  and  this  has  been  the  case  often  elsewhere,  even  in  oar 
own  war. 

i  HEABQUABTERS  NEW  JERSEY  BRIGADE, ) 

Camp  Ssmtnabt,  Jcrnxuxry  SI*  186S.        f 

"  Your  most  Interesting  letter  still  aifords  me  subject  of  reflection,  and,  strange  to 
say,  the  Bubmbise  expedition  seems  to  be  about  to  realize  your  project  as  ta  Albemarle 
Soand^^  (the  advance  on  Richmond,  through  Petersburg,  from  the  base  of  Norfolk). 

'•*•  I  think  that  I  thanked  yon  for  the  interesting  extracts  yon  forwarded  me  from  the 
useftil  translations  made  by  yon  from  the  Qerman.  *  *  *  It  was  a  noble  pearl  before 
conceited  •**'«•!  have  recently  been  thrown  into  contact,  most  agreeably, 
with  General  Buttebfibld.  '  He  seems  a  charming  gentleman  and  of  the  right  mate- 
rial. I  give  yon  credit  for  your  discernment  to  him.  He  has  been  broni^ht  forward 
entirely  by  regnlar  officers,  •  *  *  and  therefore  solely  on  his  merits.  I  have  ever 
said  that  his  Twelfth  regiment  was  one  of  the  most  superbly  set  up  regiments  that  I 
have  ever  seen  in  any  quarter  oC  the  globe,  and  principally  composed  of  raw  men  (so 
much  the  better  for  him  with  his  good  discipline).  «  «  *  The  South  must  crack  and 
crash."    ♦    ♦    • 

Ai;aln  he  speaks  dellghtiUly  of  the  same  General,  28th  April,  1808 :  "  I  saw  our  noble 
friend  BurrBBriBLD  yesterday ;  he  was  General  in  the  Trenches.  He  is  bound  to  be  a 
very  distingnlshod  officer ;  he  has  a  peculiar  giit  of  administration,  and  great  military 
spirit,  and  is  a  noble-hearted  fellow." 
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owing  to  the  roads,  thej  kept  up  their  spirits.  It  was  four  o'clock,  daybreak, 
when  I  arrived  at  Burke's.  I  slept  an  hour,  mounted  a  fresh  horse,  and  gal- 
loped about  until  twelve  with  General  Howabd  and  others,  studying  my 
position.  I  was  then  galloppiug  about,  except  a  nap  for  two  hours,  on  other 
fresh  horses,  till  nine  at  nighL  The  next  day  I  ascertained  by  negroes  that 
the  enemy  were  preparing  to  leave.  I  immediately  pushed  on  with  my  troops 
and  manoeuvered  in  all  directions,  all  which  resulted  in  my  driving  them  back 
everywhere.  I  kept  applying  for  orders,  which  were  not  sent  me,  but  stil^  I 
kept  on.  General  MoClbllan's  whole  movement  has  been  thus  brought 
about 

'*  *  I  was  the  first  to  enter  the  stronghold  at  the  Junction.  My  Third  New 
Jersey  planted  their  flag,  and  I  was  returning  to .  CentrevUle  when  I  met 
General  McGlellan  and  all  his  staff,  and  some  two  thousand  horse,  approach- 
ing with  skirmishers,  as  if  we  were  Secessionists.*  They  had  done  the  same 
thing  hi  advancing  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  which  I  had  taken  some  twenty- 
fbur  hours  previously." 

According  to  a  Philadelphia  correspondent:  "The  smoke  was  still  rising 
from  the  black  ruins  of  the  numerous  quarters  and  storehouses  recently  fired. 
Some  of  the  quarters,  which  had  not  been  fired,  were  filled  with  articles  of 
value,  which  time  had  not  permitted  their  owners  to  carry  away.  There, 
were  provisions  enough  to  last  the  regiment  for  a  week,  and  of  good  quality. 
The  men  were  not  slow  to  appropriate  what  lay  before  them.  Among  other 
things  found  were  barrels  of  eggs,  already  cooked  by  the  fire.  .General 
Kearnt  was  with  the  advance  all  day,  and  gave  the  men  fVee  access  to 
everything  left  behind.  As  he  rode  into  the  works,  after  their  occupation, 
and  drew  up  in  fVont  of  our  line,  lifting  his  cap  under  the  Stars  and  Stiipes, 
three  rounds  of  applause  welcomed  the  hero  of  Oherubnsoo  and  the  San 
Antonio  Gate. 

"  In  approaching  Manassas  on  this  occasion,  General  Kxabnt  expanded  his 
brigade  over  the  country,  so  as  to  make  the  enemy  think  him  the  van  of  the 
whole  army.  Henoe  they  made  a  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  the  very  meal 
they  were  about  to  make  untested,  for  the  use  of  their  adversaries.  It  was  a 
bold,  BkillFul,  and  enei^etic  movement,  and  deserved  a  oommendation  which  it 


*  *<  General  McClbllan,  adTanclng  In  consequence  of  inibrmatlon  rocelTed  ttom 
General  Ksabnt,  accompanied  by  hlB  staff  and  two  thonmnd  horse,  was  met  bj  General 
Kbarmt  as  he  was  retnrning  to  Centreville.  The  advancing  party  had  skirmishers  in 
front,  and  were  altof^ether  nnprepared,  bnt  of  coarse  greatly  delighted,  to  find  that  thej 
bad  encountered,  not  Secessionists,  but  their  own  troops."— JV««ir*  DaUy  AdvertUer 

March  11th,  1863. 

'*  I  am  glad  enough  to  hear  that  the  Jersey  Volunteers  under  General  Kxaxnt*8  com- 
mand were  the  first  to  occupy  Manassas.  They  were  eleven  miles  in  advance  of  any 
other  part  of  the  aimy  in  that  direction ;  and  when  General  McClbllan  and  his  staff 
were  on  their  way,  they  met  Geneial  Ksabstt  rtiumlnff,  and  when  General  McDowbll 
reached  the  village  he  found  it  In  possession  of  part  of  General  Exabnt^b  brigade,  aa 
before  stated. 

I  am  so  glad  that  this  was  a  fkct"— E.  W.  L.,  im  MareK,  186S. 


k» 
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did  not  reoeiye.  His  Diyision  oommander,  he  thought,  evideatlj  disliked  it, 
and  Greneral  UcClkllan  suppressed  his  Report,  as  if  not  entirelj  pleased  with 
the  occurrence.'* 

Compare  with  the  foregoing  the  account  of  a  war-correspond- 
ent, who  accompanied  this  advance : 

**The  occupation  of  the  three  successive  points — Fairfax  Court-House, 
Ontreville  and  Manassas — has  neither  been  fully  nor  accuratelj  stated. 
Thej  were  all  taken  possession  of  without  bloodshed ;  but  not  without  danger 
aod  daring. 

"  The  2d  New  Jersej  regiment  reached  Sangster's  Rail  Road  Station  on  Sun- 
day (9th  March),  between  three  and  four  p.  m.,  over  eleven  miles  in  advance 
of  any  other  part  of  the  army  in  that  direction,  and  by  the  boldness  of  the 
'  movement  led  the  rebel  forces  in  that  neighborhood  to  believe  that  a  large 
national  force  was  at  its  back,  and  both  rebel  cavalry  and  infantry  were  seen 
by  the  regiment  to  fly  at  its  approach. 

"  In  the  meantime  the  New  Jersey  troops,  uDder  Captun  Yan  Sicklk  and 
Lieutenant  Holt,  advanced  by  the  Gross  Roads  upon  this  village,  and  took 
possession  of  it  about  5^  P.  M.  Sunday,  the  bulk  of  the  rebel  cavalry  retreat- 
.  iDg  before  them. 

"  Troops  were  left  at  the  junction  of  the  Gross  Road  with  the  old  Braddock 
l^oad,  with  orders  to  advance  cautiously  towards  GentreviUe. 

"  The  next  morning  an  advance  guard  of  the  1st  regiment,  consisting  of 
■  Company  B,  entered  Gentreville,  followed  by  the  remainder  of  the  regiment 
about  11  A.  iL 

"  The  same  day  (Monday)  the  3d  New  Jersey  scouted  the  country  in  front 
of  Sangster's  Station,  and  at  1^  Tuesday  morning  entered  Manassas. 

"  Cooking  fires  were  found  still  burning,  and  even  coffee  pots  on  them  boil- 
ing, food  spread  out  on  tables,  Ac.,  with  other  evidences  of  hasty  leave-taking, 
and,  for  once,  of  a  movement  on  our  part  being  made  without  the  rebel's  pre- 
vious knowledge.  A  large  quantity  of  subsistence  stores,  small  arms  scattered 
about,  tents,  fta,  were  also  left  behind.  The  cannon  had  all  been  removed, 
and  some  of  them  replaced  by  logs  of  wood  painted  in  imitatipn  of  their  pre- 
decessors. The  rebel's  cars  were  heard  by  our  adyanced  troops  running  all 
day  Sunday — now  supposed  to  be  engaged  in  withdrawing  their  artillery. 
CoL  AVESILL,  acting  Brigadier,  made  a  reconnoisance  on  Manassas  Plains  on 
Monday  night,  but  did  not  enter  the  fortifications  at  the  junction." 

There  was  just  enough  fighting  to  show  what  might  haye 
been  done  had  Kearny  been  let  loose  on  the  7th,  instead  of 
being  pulled  to  and  fro  by  see-saw  orders. 

One  of  the  most  brilliant  cavalry  exploits  of  the  Great  Ameri- 
can Civil  .War  occurred  during  these  brushes  with  the  enemy^s 

30 
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rear-guard.  This  was  the  charge  of  First  Lieutenant  Habbt  B. 
E[iDDEN,  of  New  York  city,  with  a  sergeant  and  twelve  men  of 
the  1st  N.  Y.  (Lincoln)  Cavalry.  Kbabny  had  "  ordered  him 
to  move  forward  cautiously  and  feel  the  enemy's  position." 

On  Sunday,  9th  March,  he  fell  in  with  the  pickets  of  the 
enemy,  a  score  in  number,  and  drove  them  in,  till  finally  he  was 
suddenly  surrounded  by  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  enemy.  The 
alternative  was  to  cut  his  way  out,  or  to  surrender  at  discretion. 
"  Will  you  follow  me  ?  "  said  the  unshrinking  officer,  "  To  the 
death ! "  was  the  unanimous  reply;  and  through  the  rebel  ranks 
they  hewed  their  way,  turning  not  to  the  right  or  left  till  they 
emerged  from  the  forest  at  Sangster's  station,  the  enemy  either 
fleeing  or  laying  down  their  arms  before  them.  After  this  daring 
action,  and  while  making  'their  way  to  the  camp,  with  thirteen 
prisoners,  one  to  each  man,  one  of  the  skulking  assasins,  who 
had  laid  down  his  arms,  seized  his  musket  and  shot  the  retiring 
officer  dead  upon  the  spot 

The  ball  entered  the  back,  near  the  top  of  the  shoulder,  and 
passed  out  through  the  neck  under  the  chin,  severing  numerous 
blood  vessels,  whose  profuse  bleeding  soon  closed  the  career  of 
one  of  the  most  promising  men  in  our  army. 

Lieutenant  Hipden  was  possessed  of  the  most  manly  beauty, 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  by  none  more  than  his  com* 
panions  in  arms.  , 

General  Keabnt  has  stated  that  this  charge  has  not  been 
surpassed  in  gallantry  by  any  during  the  war,  and  it  is  the 
general  theme  of  conversation  among  those  cognizant  of  it  u^ 
Washington  and  Alexandria. 

According  to  another  account,  ^^  Kearnt,  who  saw  the  whole 
movement,  declared  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  brilliant  he  had 
ever  seen,  and  took  each  man  by  the  hand  on  his  return  and 
complimented  him  for  his  bravery." 

With  a  praiseworthy  liberality,  which,  had  it  been  imitated, 
would  have  filled  our  country  with  the  most  interesting  memo* 
rials  of  the  war,  Hiddbn's  family  had  a  large  picture  painted 
of  this  little  affair,  which  sparkles  like  a  gem  of  the  first  water 
amid  so  much  paste.  The  picture  is  a  study  in  itself,  from  the 
attention  paid  by  the  artist  to  costume  and  accessories.    It 
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hangs  on  the  staircase  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  and 
in  itself  is  a  yaloable  piece  of  history. 

As  this  advance  and  occupation  of  Centreville  and  Manassas 
was  a  very  important  incident  in  Kearny's  career,  and 
one  almost  unknown  to  his  countrymen,  too  much  evidence 
cannot  be  brought  together  in  establishing  the  fact  beyond 
doubt  or  caviL  John  S.  Foster,  in  his  ^'New  Jersey  in  the 
Rebellion,"  presents  the  following  statement : 

*'  Meanwhile  the  torpor  which  had  oharaoterized  the  War  Department,  and 
operated  as  a  check  upon  all  movements  in  the  field,  had  been  diasipated  by 
the  selection  of  Edwin  M.  Sta2IT0K,  a  man  of  rough  but  inexhaustible  energy, 
as  Secretary,  in  place  of  Sikon  Camebon,  and  a  vast  army  having  been 
accumulated  on  the  south  of  the  Potomac,  on  the  2'7th  of  January,  1862,  an 
order  was  issaed  by  the  President,  directing  General  MoGlsllan  to  *  impel  all 
the  disposable  force  of  the  army,*  on  or  before  February'the  22d,  for  the  8ei& 
ure  and  occapation  of  a  point  upon  the  railroad  north-westward  of  Manassas 
Junction.  The  Oommander-in-Chief,  however,  by  inducing  the  President  to 
consent  to  an  advance  upon  Richmond,  by  way  of  the  Peninsula,  obtained  a 
practical  suspension  of  this  order,  and  no  advance,  consequently,  was  made 
at  the  time  designated  by  the  Executive.  All  this  time,  however,  General 
Kbabmt,  rettive  under  constrained  inaction,  was  watching  with  sleepless  vigi* 
lence  for  opportuni^  to  show  the  folly  of  inactivity,  and  at  length  he  realized 
his  desire.  On  the  7th  of  March  his  Brigade  was  ordered  to  Burke's  Station, 
on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  a  party 
of  laborers,  and  reaching  there,  on  the  following  day,  made  an  extended 
reconnoisaance  of  the  country  for  several  miles  around.  Subsequently,  he 
was  informed  by  some  negroes,  that  the  «nemy  was  preparing  to  leave  Manas- 
sas.*   Be  wu  not  alow  to  act  upon  this  kini. 

''Apprising  General  Fbaitklik  of  the  infbrmation  received,  but  without 
awaiting  orders,  he  at  once  pushed  on  with  his  troops,  throwing  out  skirmish- 
ers over  a  wide  extent  of  country,  and  driving  steadily  before  him  the  scat- 
tered pickets  of  the  enemy.  On  the  9th  the  Second  and  Third  Regiments, 
with  a  squadron  of  the  Lincoln  Cavalry,  occupied  Sangster  Station,  a  point  on 
the  Alexandria  railroad,  about  five  miles  from  Bull  Run  and  nine  from  Manas- 
sas Junction ;  the  Fourth  Regiment  acting  as  support  to  the  advance  Here 
they  surprised  a  detachment  of  Rebel  cavalry,  killing  three,  and  capturing  a 
lieutenant  and  eleven  men,  and  losing  one  officer  of  the  cavalry,  killed  at  the 
first  fire.  The  First  Regiment  had,  meanwhile^  advanced  to  Fairfax  Court 
House,  whence,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  a  detachment  under  Major  Hat- 

•  "Bebel  reportB  thow  that  their  (rebel)  evaciiatioii  of  their  winter  eamps  was  com- 
pleted on  this  veiy  day,"  8th  March,  188S.— Foe tsb,  page  71  to  text  pagct  70-72.  *'  The 
rebels  adTanced  to  Yienna  to  cover  their  prepantions  for  retreat.'*— Towvisicd*s 
(gigantic)  C^opedia  of  the  War,  B.  21, 62,  March  10th.  Bsrald,  March  12th,  1802. 
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HELD  and  Oaptain  Yak  Sickle  was  sent  forward  to  Centreville,  which  place 
was  entered  ahout  noon  —  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  coming  up  shortly 
after,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  MgAlusteb.  On  the  same  daj,  the  remainder 
of  the  brigade,  pushiug  cautiouslj  forward,  reached,  and  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  entered  the  abandoned  works  at  Manassas  Junction  —  eight  compa- 
nies of  the  Third  Regiment  being  the  first  to  take  possession,  and  hoist  the 
regimental  flag.  The  withdrawal  of  the  enemj  at  this  point  had  evidentlj 
been  precipitate,  and  an  immense  amount  of  hospital  and  commissary  stores 
was  found,  together  with  eighty  baggage-wagons,  several  locomotives,  four  or 
five  cars,  two  hundred  tents,  and  other  property  of  value.  Among  the  trophies 
were  also  seven  flags,  one  of  white  silk,  with  the  motto,  '  Carolinians  In  the 
Field  —  Traitors,  Beware,'  and  another  bordered  with  heavy  silver  fk>inge, 
with  the  inscription,  '  State  Bights :  Sic  Semper  Tyraunis.*  ^ 

Any  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  grand  operations  of  war, 
will  perceive  that  Kearny's  advance  on  this  occasion,  very 
much  resembled  one,  with  which  every  one  who  pretends  to  be 
acquainted  with  military  history,  ought  to  be  aware,  that  of 
Seydlitz  on  Gotha,  in  1757. 

At  the  same  time,  the  sudden  abandonment  of  their  hutted 
camp  by  the  rebels,  calculated  to  have  been  capacious  enough 
for  60,000  men,  and  presenting  certain  evidence  to  a  soldier's 
eye,  that  it  had  recently  sheltered  30,000,  resembled  the  flight 
of  the  Syrians,  in  the  days  of  King  Joram.  These  had  been 
investing  Samaria,  and  reduced  it  to  great  straits,  when  they 
became  impressed  with  the  idea  that  they  were  about  to  be 
attacked  by  overwhelming  numbers,  and  fled  for  their  lives^ 
leaving  their  camp  even  as  it  was. 

About  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  this 
occurrence,  during  the  Italian  war  of  1848,  something  similar 
took  place,  when  that  obstinate  octogenarian,  Radbtsky,  ate  up 
Chables  Albert's  dinner  at  Codogno. 

Neither  of  these  are  the  case  in  point  referred  to.  The  ex- 
ample of  Seydlitz,  however,  is  apposite  almost  to  ihe  letter. 

In  October,  1757,  the  French  and  Franco-Germans  advanced 
with  the  expectation  of  getting  possession  of  Torgau,  Witten- 
berg, Leipsic,  and  especially  Dresden, ,  depots  as  important  to 

Prussia  at  that  period,  as  Washington*  to  us  at  all  times. 

»  — —^ —  ■  ■ ' 

^Qeneral  Hitchsij.,  in  his  **  Biographies  of  Eminent  Soldiers/*  Frsdsbto  rmt 
OnxAT,  page  806,  says  the  delaj  of  Marshal  Bottbise  at  Halberstadt  saved  Magdehnri*, 
whose  loss  to  Pmssia  would  have  heen  equlTalent  to  that  of  Washington  in  ou  oasa. 
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On  the  Idth  (I9th)  October,  Sbydutz,  an  officer  most  famous 

'  as  a  leader  of  cavalry,  was  detached  by  Fredbric  the  Great, 

to  watch  the  enemy.     Remarkable  as  he  was  in  the  conduct 

of  his  own  proper  arm,  Seydlitz  displayed  equal  capacity  in 

the  direction  of  every  other,  and  of  all  the  arms  combined. 

It  is  more  than  likely  that  several  of  the  victories  credited 
to  Frederic  were  due  to  the  generalship  of  Seydlitz,  his  eye, 
head  and  hand;  Freyberg,  in  1762,  certainly  was  in  this  union 
of  qualities.  Kearny  ^closely  resembled  this  Prussian.  Both, 
bred  cavalry  officers,  were  as  sagacious  strategists  and  as  per- 
fect tacticians  as  they  were  hard  fighters.  It  is  more  than 
probable  that  Frederic's  greatest  defeat  at  Cunersdorf  might 
have  been  averted,  or  greatly  lessened  in  degree,  had  not  Seyd- 
litz been  stricken  down,  severely  wounded,  even  as  Kearny 
was  killed,  at  a  crisis. 

In  advance  of  the  main  Prussian  army,  the  dispositions  of 
Seydlitz,  which  cleared  the  French  out  of  Gotha,  were  elegant, 
Frederic  cannot  repress  his  admiration.* 

Just  as  Kearny,  in  approaching  Manassas,  expanded  his 
brigade  over  the  country,  so  as  to  make  the  rebels  imagine  he 
was  the  van  of  the  whole  Union  army,  even  so  Seydlitz  dis- 
posed of  his  cavalry  force  on  the  13th  (19th)  October,  1767.  It 
would  seem  that  he  spread  his  hussars  over  an  extensive  front, 
vast  in  proportion  to  his  numbers,  with  his  dragoons  —  who 
skirmished  on  foot  as  well  as  mounted  —  in  the  second  line,  so 
as  to  give  the  idea  that  he  was  followed  by  a  large  body  of 
infantry,  deployed  in  line  of  battlcf  Meanwhile,  his  supports 
were  posted  so  as  to  be  able  to  protect  his  retreat,  in  case  the 
enemy  discovered  his   strategem.    The  French  and  their  Ger- 

*  *'Aii7  other  general,"  uys  Fhbderio,  **  except  Sstdlztz  would  haye  applaaded  him- 
self to  have  escaped,  In  anch  a  Bltoatlon.  without  loss.  Sitduts  woold  not  have  been 
satisfied  with  himself,  had  he  not  derlyed  gain.  The  example  proves  that  the  capacity 
and  fortltnde  of  the  general,  are,  in  war,  more  decisiye  than  the  nnmber  of  his  troops. 
A  man  of  mediocrity,  who  shoald  perceive  himself  under  such  clrcnmstances,  discouraged 
by  the  awfhl  appearance  of  the  foe,  would  have  retired  as  ho  approached,  with  the  loss  of 
half  his  men,  in  a  skirmish  of  the  rear  guard,  which  the  superior  cavalry  of  the  enemy 
would  have  been  in  haste  to  engage.  The  artfhl  use  made  of  the  regiment  of  dragoons, 
'  extended  and  shown  to  the  enemy  at  a  dlstahce,  was  highly  glorious  to  General  Sbtouts 
in  so  difllcult  a  situation." 

t  Compare  pages  44-48— General  Skidlitb,  a  Military  Biography,  by  Captain  Bobbrt 
NsnujB  Lawlbt,  8d  Life  Guards:  London,  W.  Clowes  A  Sons,  14  Charing  Cross, 
For  private  circulation  only,  1862. 
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man  allies  were  convinced  that  no  less  than  the  whole  Pmssian 
army  was  upon  them.  They  abandoned  Gotha  precipitately, 
leaving  behind  them,  prisoners,  booty,  and  the  very  dinner  of 
their  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  exalted  opinion  of  Fbederic  himself,  in  regard  to  this 
achievement,  is  fully  borne  out  by  Napoleon  in  his  "  observa- 
tions ''  on  this  campaign.  ^'  Soubise  at  once  transferred  his 
head-quarters  to  Gotha,  aod  occupied  the  town  with  eight  thou- 
sand grenadiers  and  a  division  of  cavalry.  He  had  scarcely 
installed  himself  therein,  when  Seydlitz  disposing  his  fifteen 
squadrons  in  a  single  rank  (or  line),  marched  boldly  upon  the 
head-quarters,  which  hastened  to  save  itself  as  quickly  as 
possible,  in  the  direction  of  Eisenach.  The  eight  thousand 
grenadiers  retreated,  after  firing  a  few  shots;  the  head-quarters 
baggage,  and  prisoners  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Prussians. 
This  shameful  event  was  the  prelude  to  Rosbaoh."  Even  as  this 
dash  of  Seydlitz  into  Gotha,  was  the  prologue  to  Rosbach,  even 
so  Kearny's  stoop  on  Manassas,  might  and  should  have  been 
the  prelude  to  a  grand  victory  and  a  decisive  campaign,  had 
McClellan  permitted  him  to  follow  it  up.  As  he  said  on  another 
occasion,  "  If  you  once  whip,  you  must  always  whip.  It  becomes 
a  way  of  doing  the  thing."  In  the  same  manner  that  Seydlitz 
swept  down  like  an  eagle  with  wide  extended  wings,  upon 
Gotha,  even  so  Kearny  made  his  bold,  skillftil,  and  energetic 
movement  on  Manassas,  and  gobbled  tents,  small  aites,  stores, 
prisoners,  booty,  and  trophies ;  among  these  seven  flags,  one  of 
white  silk,  belonging  to  a  South  Carolinian  corps,  and,  accord- 
ing to  a  private  account,  another,  the  flag  of  a  Georgia  regiment. 

A  cotemporaneous  letter  states,  that  Kearny's  brigade  was 
eleven  miles  in  advance  of  any  other  troops. 

According  to  a  Major-General,  who  followed  in  the  track  of 

Kearny,  and  wrote  on  the  11th  March,  from  Fairfax  Court 

House — 

"The  enemj  has  abandoned  his  works  at  Gentreville  and  Manassas,  and 
fled,  leaving  tents  and  barracks  standing,  many  tools,  spades,  eta,  and  oon- 
•iderable  provisions.    Wliiflkey  in  all  the  tents  and  barracks,  pretty  much." 

This  energetic  and  successful  movement  of  Kearny  invites 

and  will  reward  reflection.    Reader,  soldier  or  civilian,  is  it 


BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJOB^INESAL  PHILIP  EEABNT.  239 

probable  that  a  general  like  Job  Johnston  would  have  aban- 
doned commissary's  stores,  war  materials,  some  of  which  were 
articles  difficult  to  replace,  and  leil  behind  him  flags,  and  even 
his  unburied  dead*  in  the  hospitals,  unless  the  evacuation  of  his 
works  had  been  hurried  by  a  sharp  aggressive  ?  That  general 
who  conducted  his  retreat,  during  the  Atlanta  campaign,  so  as 
to  rival  that  of  the  Allies  after  Lutzen  and  Bautzbn,  in  1813, 
and  left  not  a  linchpin  behind  for  Shbbman,  was  not  the  man  to 
yield  any  booty  or  trophies  except  under  compulsion.f 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  useless  for  the  rebels  to  deny  what  fol- 
lows, because  it  is  the  sworn  evidence  of  unbiassed  witnesses, 
and  what  McClbllan  himself  admits,  must  be  conceded  by  his 
friends.  "  I  should  judge,"  swears  L  S.  Pottbb,  "  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  do  so,  that  the  troops  had  left  there  in  great  haste. 
Several  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  that  they  had  attempted  to 
destroy  by  burning,  lay  there  in  a  pile  partly  consumed.  There 
was  also  a  part  of  a  train  of  cars  there,  partially  destroyed. 
Among  other  things,  I  found  a  very  complete  printing  office, 
with  press,  types,  forms  sta,nding,  an  imposing  stone,  army 
blanks,  etc.,  and  I  should  think  a  little  newspaper  had  been 
printed  there.  They  left  tents  standing,  both  at  Manassas  and 
Centreville." 

Bayabd  Tatlob  testifies  that  the  last  of  the  rebels  left  Cen- 
treville on  Sunday  morning,  and  there  were  a  few  left  at  Manas- 

* 

sas  Junction  on  Monday  as  late  as  2  p.  m. 

John  T.  Hill,  a  resident  at  Centreville,  swore  that  General 
Johnston  returned  to  that  place  on  Saturday  evening,  staid  all 
night,  and  left  on  Sunday  morning,  9th  March,  by  the  way  of 
Stone  Bridge,  which  was  then  blown-  up.  He  had  with  him 
2,000  Infantry  and  2,000  Cavalry.    They  moved  off  in  a  hurry, 

'  •  8e$  Bqfort  (M.  Sixfsoh,  9d  iV.  J.  F.,  aUaehed, 

t  To  the  reader  who  may  not  be  flimlliar  with  the  operatlonfl  In  1818,  It  to  dne  to  state 
that  the  Allleit  withdrew  so  defiantly  that  Napolbon  conld  £ain  no  advanta^fe  OTer  them. 
In  an  ebollition  of  indignation,  or  ill  temper,  he  Morlfloed  eome  of  hia  beet  troops  in  a 
reckless  change  upon  their  rear-guard,  near  Relchenhach,  and  exposed  himself  and 
staff  so  recklessly  that  his  fiiTorite,  Duboo,  and  General  Exbobhzb  were  killed  by  a 
oannon  ball,  following  on  Jnst  behind  him.  The  noble  condnct  of  the  Proaslans  and  Bns- 
sians  drew  forth,  then,  the  bitter  exclamation,  **  What  t  after  snch  a  hatchery,  no  reenlt  t 
Ko  prisoners  f  Those  fellows  will  not  leave  ns  a  naU ;  they  rise  from  their  asbee. 
When  wiU  this  be  done  ? " 
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and  if  our  troops  had  been  quicker,  and  had  continued  their 
inarch,  they  would  have  caught  this  rebel  rear-guard.  Manas- 
sas was  not  burnt  till  Monday,  10th  of  March. 

McCleluln  (1 1th  March)  corroborates  all  this :  ^'  Their  move- 
ment from  here  (Fairfax  Court-House)  was  very  sudden.  They 
left  many  wagons,  some  caissons,  clothing,  ammunition,  personal 
baggage,  etc.  Their  winter-quarters  were  admirably  constructed, 
many  not  yet  quite  finished." 

What  a  pretty  little  fight  swift-footed  Ebarny  might  have 
had  with  deliberate  Johnston  had  the  former  been  allowed  to 
move  just  one  day  sooner.  'Both  had  about  the  same  numbers, 
and  the  superiority  possessed  by  Eeabky  in  artillery  and  infan- 
try,  would  just  have  made  up  for  the  advantage  of  position 
enjoyed  by  Johnston.  Had  jlrbitkjtal  (Fate)  so  decreed,  it 
might  have  furnished  the  handsomest  episode  of  the  war,  and 
if  Ebabnt  had  won  would  have  been  the  entering  wedge  to 
great  results.  If,  as  usual,  on  the  one  hand,  the  rebels  had  rein- 
forced their  rear-guard,  Eeabny  would  likewise  soon  speedily 
have  been  reinforced,  for  there  were  plenty  of  troops  —  good 
men  and  true  —  within  supporting  distance,  burning  for  a  fight. 
Here,  as  so  often,  Time  was  against  us.  Had  it  favored,  the 
decisive  battle  might  have  been  fought  in  1862,  just  where  we 
suffered  such  a  physical  reverse  in  1861. 

McOlbllan's  own  language  demonstrates  .the  correctness  of 
Ebabnt's  views,  as  expressed  in  his  letter — .that  the  true  plan 
was  to  mask  Manassas  with  a  sufficient  portion  of  our  grand 
army,  and  then  pivoting  on  Alexandria  sweep  round  to  the  left 
and  gobble  or  destroy  all  the  dispersed  divisions  of  the  rebel 
army*  occupied  in  maintaining  the  blockade  of  the  Potomac, 
and  cantoned  all  along  the  right  bank  of  that  river  and  occu- 
pying Fredericksburg.  Thus,  one  by  one,  as  events  developed 
themselves,  they  equally  and  simultaneously  proved  not  only 
the  correctness  of  Keabnt's  views  and  predictions,  but  showed 


*  "  He,  General  Kibbt  Shits,  told  me  Uutt  MoClellak  might  probably  hare  destroyed 
the  Sonthem  army  with  the  greatest  ease  daring  the  first  winter,  and  without  ninnlng 
mnch  risk'  to  himself,  tf  the  Sonthemers  were  so  mach  over^elated  by  their  easy  trlnmph 
at  Manassas,  and  their  army  had  dwindled  away."— 7%rM  Months  in  tha  Southern  States^ 
April"  Juney  1868,  by  Lieat-Col.  Fhxsmahtlb,  Coldstream  Qnards. 


.,:^'^^i 


~'^^-d:li5t^' 


•  • 
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that  he  was  a  great  strategist,  in  whose  mind  the  map  of  the 
theatre  of  war  was  displayed.  He  was  not  only  capable  of 
estimating  the  intrinsic  value  of  positions,  but  their  relative 
bearing  to  each  other.  Then,  when  the  fighting  acAially  com- 
menped,  his  perfect  comprehension  of  tactics,  and  their  practical 
application  wiis  equally  shown,  even  as  his  plan  (detaifed  in  a 
letter  —  destroyed  among  others,  by  a  relative  since  dead)  for 
the  capture  of  the  rebel  force  on  Munson's  Hill  was  supercili- 
ously whistled  down  the  wind,  to  his  great  chagrin.  Even  so 
were  his  plans  for  the  capture  of  Manassas,  and  the  rebel  force 
in  that  position,  regarded  as  the  vain  imaginings  of  a  military 
dreamer,  if  they  were  even  listened  to  with  consideration.  Had 
Kearnt  been  allowed  to  advance  on  the  7th  March,  according 
to  Napoleon's  method  of  formulating  chants,  the  odds  were 
ten  to  one  in  favor  of  his  trapping  Job  Johnston  ;  a  capture  in 
itself  equivalent  to  a  victory. 

As  it  was,  even  with  his  celerity  and  boldness,  he  reaped  no 
benefit  before  the  public,  and  his  report,  whose  publication 
would  have  been  a  partial  act  of  justice,  was  not  only  suppressed 
but  must  have  been  kept  back,  or  subsequently  destroyed,  since 
no  copy  is  reported  as  to  be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  war 
office,  nor  in  any  publication  by  authority  examined,  although 
the  reports  of  his  subordinates  are  on  file  at  Washington  and 
were  kindly  furnished  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of  this  work. 

To  say  that  Kearny  bore  these  slights  and  wrongs  with 
philosophical  equinamity  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  high 
spirit  of  the  man,  and,  considering  all  the  reports  which  were 
spread  abroad  prior  to  his  appointment,  the  only  wonder  is, 
that  instead  of  writing  as  bitterly  as  he  did,  he  did  not  write 
more  so  and  more.* 

*  Pereons  wbo  blame  Kiabnt  for  the  flreedom  with  which  he  wrote  home,  should 
recollect  tttat  only  thore  who  fear  acrotlny  and  criticism  object  to  letter-writing.  Wblt 
LtNOTOic  experienced  the  difflcnity  in  a  greater  degree,  bot  how  did  the  "  Iron  Duke" 
meet  It?  Read  No.  510,  "  Selections  from  the  Dispatches  and  General  Orders  of  Field 
Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington,"  page  468: 

LonsAir,  IttA  Mareht  1811. 
To  the  Earl  qf  lAverpool : 

'*  I  am  sure  your  Lordship  does  not  expect  that  I  or  any  other  officer  in  command  of 
a  British  army,  can  pretend  to  prevent  the  correspondence  of  the  officen  with  their 

31 
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The  great  error  that  Kearny  coramitted  was  in  not  confining 
his  criticisms  to  those  by  whom  they  were  deserved,  but  in  going 
out  of  his  direct  course  to  reflect  upon  those  who  felt  kindness 
and  admiration  for  him.  Still,  as  he  doubtless  never  intended 
that  these  letters  —  "  epistolary  soliloquies  "  —  should  come 
before  the  public,  success  would  have  modified  hifi  views ;  and 
if  he  had  risen  to  the  high  command  for  which  he  was  destined, 
when  death  struck  him  down  on  the  threshold  of  fortune,  he 
was  too  loftily  magnanimous  not  to  have  forgotten  the  injuries 
done  to  the  brigade  and  division  commander.  Had  he  lived, 
the  very  letters,  for  which  he  has  been  so  much  blamed  by  many 
w^ould  have  passed  through  the  fire  into  thin  air  like  many  of 
his  bitter  speeches,  sarcasms,  which,  although  in  a  measure 
deserved  by  those  at  whom  they  were  aimed,  were  the  expres- 
sions of  a  wounded  spirit,  rendered  extremely  irritable  by  sick- 
ness, suffering,  over-work  and  calculated  misappreciation.  Thus 
one  wrong  begets  another,  and  McClellan's  injustice  to 
Kearny,  evinced  by  the  suppression  of  his  report  (if  Mr. 
Pauker  is  correct  as  to  the  fict),  in  regard  to  the  operations  of 
his  brigade  and  their  occupation  of  Manassas,  was  the  source 
of  all  that  was  temporarily  unloveable  and  unlovely  in  a  gener- 
ous nature. 

friends.  It  could  not  he  done  if  attempted,  and  the  attempt  would  be  considered  an 
endeavor  by  an  individual  to  deprive  the  Briti!«h  public  of  intelligence,  of  which  the 
Government  and  Parliament  do  not  choose  to  deprive  them.  I  have  done  every  thinjy 
in  my  power,  by  way  of  reraonptrance,  and  have  been  very  liaud?omely  abused  for  it; 
but  I  cannot  think  of  preventing  officers  from  writing  to  their  friends.  This  intclli-- 
gence  must  certainly  have  gone  from  some  officer  of  this  army,  by  whom  It  was  confi- 
dentially communicated  to  his  friends  in  England;  and  I  bavo  heard  that  it  was 
circulated  fh)m  one  of  the  officers,  with  a  plan.^* 
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Caxf  Keabkt,  Viroinia,  March  15, 1863. 
Bbioadieb-Genxral  Eeabnt  : 

Sir  — I  hasten  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  movements  of  the  sqnadroD  (Com- 
panies A  and  H)  of  the  Fimt  New  York  (Lincoln)  Cayalry,  while  attached  to  yuur 
brigade  daring  yonr  advance  to  Centreville  and  Manassas. 

Leavin^r  our  camp  at  three  p.  h.,  Thursday,  the  6th  instant,  I  Joined  yonr  colnmn  on 
the  Little  River  Turnpike,  furnishing  the  advance  guard,  commanded  by  myself,  and 
the  rear  guard,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Thomson.  On  the  march  that  day  and  evening, 
my  command  was  constantly  employed  in  scouting,  bearing  orders,  etc.  At  four  o*clock 
a.  m.,  of  Friday  I  reached  Burk's  Station,  and  was  assigned  my  camping  ground. 
Sliortly  after  daylight  my  entire  squadron  was  drafted  away  in  squads  of  from  five  to 
twenty  men  each,  to  act  at*  videttes  and  scouts  in  the  vicinity  of  Burkes  Station,  and  to 
operate  with  the  various  infantry  regiments  of  your  brigade,  being  subject  to  th^  orders 
of  their  several  colonels.  On  Saturday,  Captain  Jonks,  with  fifteen  men,  accompanied 
yourself  on  an  extended  visit  to  all  the  pickets  and  sentries  of  your  command.  This 
detachment,  accompanied  by  youriiielf,  also  made  an  extended  reconnoissance  along  the 
line  of  railroad  toward  Fairfox  Station.  The  remainder  of  my  command,  in  charge  of 
myself,  Lieutenants  Hidden,  Alexander  and  Ihojison,  was  detached  in  small  parties, 
recouuoitering  and  acting  with  the  different  regiments  of  your  brigade.  On  Sunday 
morning  the  usual  number  of  pickets  and  orderlies  was  furnished  by  me,  and  duly 
posted.  At  ten  o'clock.  Lieutenant  Alexander,  with  twenty  men,  was  dispatched  on 
scouting  service  towards  the  Occoquan ;  nis  report  is  forwarded  herewith.  At  the 
same  time.  Captain  Jones,  myself.  Lieutenants  Hidden  and  Thomson  reported,  with 
twenty  men,  to  yourself.  Lieutenants  Hidden  and  Thomson  were  dispatched  to  the 
different  picket  stations  to  obtain  more  mounted  men,  and  shortly  after  reported  to 
you  at  Fairfax  Station  with  an  additional  force  of  thirty  men.  At  this  point  Lieutenant 
Alexander  also  reported  from  his  scouting  expedition,  thus  increasing  my  command 
to  seventy  men.  While  awaitin;?  the  arrival  of  the  infantry,  my  young  oflSccrs  were 
dispatched  with  men  in  every  direction  to  look  for  the  enemy,  who  was  known  to  be  near 
us.  When  the  infantry  came  up,  myself.  Captain  Jones  and  Lieutenant  Thomson  were 
sent  with  twenty-five  men  to  scour  the  woods  around  Payne's  Church,  as  far  as  the 
Old  Braddock  road.  Lieutenants  Hidden  and  Alexander  accompanied  you  to  Sangs- 
ter's  Station,  as  detailed  in  Lieutenant  Alexander's  report.  From  Payne's  Church  I 
dispatched  Lieutenant  Thompson  to  you  with  a  report  of  my  movements.  I  subse- 
quently received  orders  fh>m  you  to  advance  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  in  company  with 
a  detachment  of  infantry,  and  soon  arrived  at  that  place,  approaching  it  cautiously,  to 
find  that  it  had  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy  but  a  short  time  before.  Shortly  after- 
wards I  returned  to  Fairfax  Station,  arriving  there  at  dark,  and  received  orders  to 
occupy  Payne's  Church  for  the  night.  I  was  here  Joined  by  Lieutenants  Alexander 
and  Thompson,  a*nd  their  detachments.  I  here  learned  of  the  glorious  death  of  Lieut- 
enant Hidden,  of  my  company.  He  was  a  splendid  officer  and  a  courteous  gentleman, 
whosd^oss  is  deeply  felt  by  all  who  knew  him,  but  by  none  more  than  myself. 

On  Monday  morning  I  was  forced  to  return  to  Bnrk's  Station  with  my  entire  command 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  forage  for  my  Jaded  horses.  In  the  afternoon  I  was  dis- 
patched to  Headquarters  with  orders.  Lieutenant  Alexander  with  fifteen  men  was 
ordered  to  accompany  you  to  Centreville,  which  he  did,  entering  that  strongly  fortified 
place  with  you  in  advance  of  any  other  Union  troops.  Subsequently  Captain  Jones 
received  orders  to  follow  you  with  the  remainder  of  the  squadron  and  did  so  without 
loss  of  time.  An  extended  reconnoissance  was  then  made  towards  Bull  Run  by  Lien- 
tenant  Alexander,  who  learned  that  the  rebel  forces  were  but  a  few  hours  in  advance. 
That  night  the  squadron  returned  to  Payne's  Church  to  await  fhrther  orders.  On 
Tuesday  morning  I  received  orders  from  you  to  take  &  position  beyond  Sangster's 
Station  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  railroad  to  that  point.  At  four  p.  m.,  I  returned 
to  Payne>  Church,  and  before  my  men  could  dismount,  was  ordered  to  march  to  Manas- 
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Baa  and  occapy  that  point,  relievliifr  the  Third  New  Jeivey  Begiment.  After  a  tedioas 
inarch  of  five  hoars,  withoat  forage  for  the  tired  and  hungry  horses,  I  arriyed  at  Manai^ 
sas  at  nine  p.  x.,  to  And  myself  with  one  hnndred  men  fhr  in  advance  of  the  army, 
occnpylng  the  rehel  stronghold,  while  on  every  side  waa  found  evidence  showing  that 
the  enemy  had  taken  a  hasty  departore  bnt  a  few  honrs  previoosly.  Onr  camp  waa 
alarmed  once  during  the  night  hy  the  approach  of  several  horsemen,  who  fled  at  the  Are 
of  the  sentry.  We  were  surprised  shortly  after  daylight  on  Wednesday  by  the  atriyAl 
within  onr  lines  of  several  contrabands,  and  when  We  left  at  four  p.  x.,  to  return, 
thirty  negroes  had  sought  our  protection— some  of  them  having  wallsed  twenty-five 
miles  the  previous  night.  On  Wednesday  afternoon  I  reported  to  you  at  Fairfhz  Court 
House,  and  was  &gain  quartered  nt  Payne's  Church.  On  Thursday  you  kindly  per- 
mitted my  command  to  rest,  a  relaxation  IVom  duty  being  absolutely  required  by  the 
horses  in  the  squadron. 

On  Friday  I  was  ordered  to  report*  with  my  squadron  to  my  regiment  at  Fairfkx  Court 
House,  and  was  thus  relieved  from  duty  with  your  brli^e. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  beg  to  return  yon  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kindness  and 
attention  which  my  command  universally  received  at  your  hands,  and  beg  to  assure  you 
tiiat  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  with  both  ofllcers  and  men  of  the  sqikadron  that  they 
were  not  permitted  to  serve  longer  under  your  Immediate  command.  In  conclusion,  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron  for 
the  energy  and  alacrity  displayed  in  perfom^ng  the  arduous  duties  required  of  them. 

I  also  forward  herewith,  at  your  request,  the  names  of  the  men  ivho  so  nobly  sua- 
talned  Lieutenant  Hiddxh  In  his  brilliant  charge  at  Sangster^s  Station  on  the  9th 
instant: 

•         Corporal  E.  LEWIS, 
Oompany  ff^Mnee  promoted  to  be  SerffeanL 

Private  CHARLES  P.  IVBS, 
Ckmipanv  H^  eince  promoted  to  be  OorporaL 

Private  ROBERT  C.  CLARK, 
Oim^pany  JST,  sUiee  promoted  to  be  Corpord. 

Private  ALBERT  H.  VAN  SAUN, 
Company  A^  Hnee  promoted  to  be  Corporal, 
Private  MICHAEL  O'NEAL,  Company  H. 
••       JAMES  LYNCH,  '•         " 

"       CORNELIUS  RILEY,       "         " 
"       HUQH  MoSAULEY,         "         •• 
•       HERMANN  CAMERON,  *•         •• 
"       JOHN  CAMERON,  •*         •• 

"  MARTIN  MURRAY,  "  " 
"       JOHN  BOGERT,  "         •• 

••  WILLIAM  SIM0N80N,  *•  A. 
"  CHESTER  C.  CLARK,  "  •• 
"       JOHN  NUGENT,  "         " 

"  JOHN  R.  WILSON,  "  " 
"       HENRY  HIQGmS,  "         " 

Private  WiLSOH  alone  captured  three  prisoners,  compelling  them  to  lay  down  their 
nns,  and  accompany  him  ttom  the  field.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  J.  K.  STEARNS, 

Oagttaln  Comtmandinff  Sfiuadnm* 
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HlADQVABTBBfl,  SBCOKD  RBGnKSlTT,  Nbw  JbBSXT  VOLUNmBfl,  ) 

Camp  Sxminabt,  Va.,  March  16,  186SI.  f 

Sib:  I  proceed  to  Aimlih  tb  the  HeadquarterB  of  the  Firet  Brigade,  General  Fbamx> 
LiN^B  DivisioD,  a  detailed  account  of  the  movemente  of  this  regiment  daring  the  past 
week,  while  opon  its  niarch  towards  Manassas  and  vicinity. 

Parsaant  to  Brigade  orders  (eccepting  Captain  TaY^s  Company,  doing  picket  duty  at 
the  time),  repaired  to  the  Brigade  parade,  on  Friday,  the  7th  Instant,  at  one  o^clock  p. 
v.,  where  General  Keabnt^s  command  was  formed.  The  re^ment  was  provided  with 
the  shelter  tent,  six  days'  rations,  forty  rounds  of  hall  cartridge  issued  to  each  jnan, 
and  in  the  cartridge  boxes,  together  with  thirty  extra  rounds  to  each  man,  trans* 
ported  by  the  quartermaster.  With  the  knapsacks  packed,  and  thus  provided,  the 
regiment,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  proceeded  on  its  march  to  Bark's 
Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  by'  way  of  the  Little  River  turnpike 
and  the  Old  Braddock  road,  reaching  its  destination  about  midnight,  after  a  long  and 
tedious  march,  the  road  after  leaving  the  turnpike,  being  considerably  obstructed  with 
mud. 

On  the  march,  the  flank  companies,  commanded  by  Captains  Closb  and  Wildkick, 
were  detached  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Bbowk  of  the  Third 
Regiment,  constituting  with  similar  companies  iW>m  other  regiments,  a  light  battalion 
in  advance  of  the  brigade.  The  remaining  seven  companies  under  my  command 
encamped  at  the  station  that  night,  and  remained  there  till  the  morning,  Sunday,  the 
9th  tnsunt,  when  by  order  of  General  Kbabnt,  we  proceeded  up  the  railroad  to  Fair- 
flfcx  Station.  leaving  two  companies,  under  Captains  Wibbbckb  and  Stoll,  at  the  rifle- 
pits,  constructed  by  the  enemy  in  rear  of  the  station.  From  (his  point  a  scout  of 
twenty  men,  under  Lieutenant  Vbbxlakd,  accompanied  by  two  mounted  dragoons, 
proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Fairflix  Court  House,  while  the  balance  of  Lieutenant 
Ybbxlahd's  company,  under  Lieutenant  Blbwbtt,  skirted  the  dense  wood  acUoining 
the  station  on  the  north.  Communication  was  at  once  opened  with  Colonel  Tati.ob  in 
command  of  the  Third  Regiment,  In  advance  at  Sangster's  Station,  and  with  Colonel 
Simpson,  in  command  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  in  the  rear.  While  occupying  this 
position,  two  companies.  Captains  Bishop  and  Hopwood,  under  command  of  Major 
Rtbbsox,  were  sent  forward  to  act  as  flankers  for  Colonel  Tatlob's  command. 

About  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  received  information  that  the  enemy's  pickets  had  been 
driven  back  by  a  detachment  of  cavalry  Just  in  front  of  Colonel  Tatlob'b  Regiment, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  ordered  to  withdraw  the  companies  acting  as  flankers,  also 
Lieutenant  Blbwbtt's  command,  skirting  the  adjoining  wood,  and  proceed  with  my 
battalion  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Tatlor,  which  order  vfas  promptly  executed. 
About  two  p.  X.,  I  was  ordered  with  my  command,  consisting  of  five  companies,  to  tako 
position  in  line  of  battle  on  a  commanding  hill  Just  in  advance  of  Colonel  Tatlok's 
regiment,  and  hold  it  until  the  darkness  of  the  evening  would  enable  me  to  withdraw 
without  being  observed.  This  hill  was  the  picket-station  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and 
firom  which  our  cavalry  had  Just  driven  them,  and  was  but  little  more  than  iTve  miles 
firom  Manassas  Junction. 

About  seven  p.  x.,  I  left  this  position  (the  companies  retiring  behind  the  hill  separ- 
ately), and  proceeded  back  to  Fairfitx  Station,  where  we  encamped  in  company  with 
the  Third  Regiment,  and  where  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  11th 
instant,  when,  pursuant  to  orders  (the  flank  companies  and  the  picket  company  having 
now  rejoined  us),  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  to  Fairftx  Court  House,  and  entered  the 
town  with  band  playing.  Here  we  encamped  upon  the  ground  selected  by  Colonel 
SiMPSoir  for  this  regiment,  and  remained  in  camp  there  until  Friday,  the  14th  instant, 
when,  in  company  with  the  whole  brigade,  at  seven  p.  x.,  we  struck  our  tents  and  took 
np  our  line  of  march,  back  to  this  camp,  arriving  there  about  midnight.  The  men 
returned  in  good  health  and  AiU  of  enthusiasm,  created  by  the  movements  of  thii 
brigade  daring  its  absence  from  camp. 
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A  single  casualty  occnrrcd  daring  oar  absence ;  Captain  Dufvt^s  company  was 
detailed  by  Colonel  Tatlor,  commanding  the  poat  at  Fairraz  Station,  on  Monday,  the 
10th  insitant,  as  a  guard  for  the  erection  or  the  telegraph  IVom  the  Station  to  the  Court 
Hoofe.  A  prirate  of  this  company,  Thomas  W.  k^piugos,  was  accidontalJy  shot  through 
the  head  while  removing  his  musket  fVom  the  ptack,  and  expired  In  a  few  moments. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed),  J.  M.  TUCKER, 

Cciond  Second  Secfiment  New  Jersey  Vf*lunUeri. 
To  Captain  J.  M.  Wilson, 

As^tani  Adjutant- Qeneral. 


Camp  Near  Port  Worth,     \ 
Virginia,  March  16, 1862.  ( 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  order  this  moment  received,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
following  as  an  account  of  the  movements  of  the  Third  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers, during  the  march  of  the  last  week  towards  Manassas. 

Left  Camp  Fort  Worth,  Friday,  March  7, 1862,  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  with  the  First 
Brigade  (General  Kbarnt's);  that  night  marched  to  Burk's,  twelve  miles,  and 
bivouacked^  The  8th,  Third  Regiment  marched  to  camp  near  railroad,  one  mile  east 
of  Fairfax  Station,  and  relieved  the  picket  of  the  Sixty-fourth  New  York  State  Volun- 
teers. Left  cump  on  the  9th,  on  a  reconnoissance  with  twenty  cavalry  of  the  First 
New  York  Regiment,  towards  Occoqnan ;  returned  to  Fairfbx  Station  about  noon. 
Soon  after,  received  orders  fh)m  youmelf  in  person  to  take  some  five  companies,  or  parts 
thereof  (balance  of  our  regiment  being  picketed  to  guard  our  left  flank  and  Fairfax), 
and  proceed  by  railroad  and  march  upon  Sangster's  Station,  three  miles  east  of  Bull 
Run.  About  half  a  mUe  this  side  of  Sangster's  the  enemy  appeared,  in  recounoitering 
parties  of  cavalry  and  some  infliutry,  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  railroad.  They  fell 
back  as  onr  flankers  advanced.  The  regiment  marched  steadily  until  the  advanoe 
reached  Sangster's;  there,  in  your  presence  and  by  your  orders,  they  occupied  a  com- 
manding position,  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  right  of  the  railroad.  I 
had  under  my  orders,  of  the  Firs?t  New  "iJ^rk  Cavalry,  sixteen  men  and  one  corporal, 
under  First  Lieutenant  Hidden.  Just  before  leaving  the  railroad,  I  ordered  this  officer 
to  advance  in  the  open  fields  and  reconnoitre,  and  if  the  force  was  not  greatly  superior 
to  his  own,  ho  might  charge  them.  He  went  off  at  a  brisk  trot,  nor  did  he  check  his 
horses  until  he  charged  Into  the  midst  of  their  pickets.  The  enemy  being  greatly 
superior  in  numbers,  and  having  the  advantage  of  cover  of  pines,  he  lost  his  life  in  the 
gallant  charge,  but  drove  the  enemy  into  a  rapid  retreat,  leaving  arms  and  many  knap- 
sacks and  blankets.  Thirteen  prisoners  were  taken,  with  a  lieutenant  and  non-com- 
missioned  officer.  They  proved  to  be  the  First  Maryland  Regiment.  Very  soon  after, 
the  Second  Regiment  of  KsARirr's  Brigade  came  up  and  joined  us  ;  they  occupied  the 
ground  of  the  enemy's  picketing  regiment  until  night,  when  a  small  company  was  left 
to  guard  Sangster's  Station  until  next  day.  That  day— 10th  instant^by  your  orders, 
eight  companies  of  the  Third  Regiment  marched  upon  Union  Mills  late  in  the  day,  and 
bivouacked  the  same  night  beyond  Sangster's  Station.  At  four  a.  m.,  the  11th  instant, 
contlned  the  march ;  arrived  at  Bull  Run  and  found  the  bridge  partially  burned— it 
took  about  one  hour  to  repair  it.  Crossed,  and  continued  a  rapid  march  to  Manassas 
Junction.  Arrived  at  half-past  nine  a.  m.,  previously  having  deployed  into  line  of  battle 
and  sent  Captain  Gibson,  with  a  flank  company  of  skirmishers,  into  the  place.  We 
found  it  deserted,  except  by  a  few  citizens,  with  two  or  three  wagons,  loading  the  spoils 
left  by  the  rebels.  The  flag  of  the  Union  was  instantly  hoisted  upon  the  flag-staff  of 
one  of  the  enemy's  works ;  about  which  time  you  joined  our  regiment,  upon  which,  by 
your  order,  had  been  conferred  the  honor  and  great  satisfaction  of  hoisting  the  Ameri- 
can ensign  upon  the  notorious  hold  of  the  rebels.  The  regiment,  by  your  orders, 
marched  the  same  day  to  Centreville,  where  they  arrived  at  sunset.    The  following 
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mornin":,  12th  insUnt,  retained  to  Fairftix  Station,  and  the  same  day  to  Fairfitx  Conrt 

HoodC.    Remained  at  Fairfkz  Court  Hoaee  antll  the  14th  biBtant,  at  six  p.  x.,  at  which 

time  tlie  regiment  marched  with  the  brigade  under  your  orders  to  our  present  camp  at 

Fori  Worth,  arriving  at  half-past  one  a.  m.,  16th  Instant,  having  been  detained  nearly 

one  hour  in  crossing  Cameron  Run. 

The  regiment  stood  the  march  remarkably  well. 

I  have  t^e  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectftilly,  etc., 

(Signed),  Q.  W.  TAYLOR, 

Colonel  TMrd  New  Jersey  VolunUert. 
To  Brigadier-Qcneral  P.  Ksarnt, 

Commanding  First  Btigade,  FranklWe  Division, 


HEADQUABTEBS  FoUBTB  New  JeBBET  VOLUNTBEBfl,  I 

Camp  bBMiNABY,  Ya.,  March  16,  lij6*2.  ) 

Brigadier-General  P.  Kbabnt, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Franklin*s  Division^  Army  qf  the  Potomac : 

General— I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  movements  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment  of  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  since  the  7th  instant.  On  that  day  it 
received  orders  to  march  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  to  Burk's  Station,  on 
the  Alexandria  and  Orange  railroad,  fourteen  miles  fh)m  this  camp.  The  regiment  left 
at  three  p.  x..  and  in  consequence  of  its  being  the  rear  guard  of  the  whole  brigade, 
includiug  the  wagons,  and  the  very  bad  state  of  the  cross-road  from  Anandale,  it  did 
not  reach  its  destination  till  four  o'clock  the  next  morning  (8th) ;  everything,  however, 
having  been  brought  up  in  good  order.  The  regiment  was  immediately- put  in  position 
by  your  orders,  as  a  movable  force,  to  attack  the  enemy  at  any  point  he  might  present 
himself;  the  three  other  regiments  occupying  eligible  positions  on  the  approaches  to 
the  station  fVom  the  south,  west  and  north.  In  the  afternoon,  by  your  direction,  I 
accompanied  you  in  a  reconnoissance  of  the  country  about  the  place  for  several  miles ; 
the  ol)ject  being  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  roads,  so  as  to  be  ready  to 
meet  the  enemy  at  any  point ;  and  in  parting  with  mo  you  gave  me  my  orders  for  the 
night. 

The  next  morning,  about  sunrise,  eight  contraband  slaves  came  in  ft*om  Manassas  and 
reported  to  you  that  the  rebels  were  sending  away  their  guns  and  other  property,  and 
were  about  leaving  their  fortifications.  You  thought  their  representations  such  aa  to 
cause  a  more  thorough  questioning,  and  directed  me  to  conduct  it.  I  did  ho  ;  putting 
down  the  result  in  a  letter  to  you,  which  yon  dispatclied  immediately  to  General  Fbanx* 
LIN.  Directly  after  thi?,  you  ordered  the  brigade  to  move  forward  towards  Sangster's 
Station,  seven  miles  up  the  railroad,  and  within  three  miles  of  Bull  Run.  The  Third 
New  Jersey  was  directed  to  take  the  advance  along  the  railroad ;  the  Second  New 
Jersey,  in  echelon,  at  proper  distance,  to  support  the  Third ;  the  Fourth  New  Jersey 
similarly  disposed  to  support  the  Second ;  two  companies  of  the  First  New  Jersey  to 
fiiiiik  the  railroad  by  the  Braddock  road  to  the  north,  and  the  remaining  companies  of 
the  Fir(*t  to  hold  Burkes  Station.  In  this  way  the  advance  was  cautiously  made  as  far 
as  Fairflstx  Station,  a  distance  of  four  miles.  Reaching  this  place,  the  brigade,  by  your 
direction,  was  again  advanced  farther  forward  cautiously ;  the  different  regiments 
occapying  the  same  relative  position,  but  the  Third  moving  more  directly  on  Sangster's 
Sutlon ;  the  Second  taking  position  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  about  a  mile  beyond 
Fairfax  Station,  at  the  lead-colored  house  on  eminence  ;  the  Fourth  at  the  little  church 
at  Fairfax,  to  guard  the  road  leading  to  Fairfax ;  the  First  regiment  remaining  as  before 
at  Burkes  Station,  and  the  Braddock  comers.  At  this  time  the  rebel  cavalry  could  be 
very  plainly  seen  with  my  glass  at  about  one  and  a-half  miles  off  to  the  north-west, 
posted  behind  a  fence  in  front  of  a  wood.  Up  to  this  period  I  had,  by  your  direction, 
accompanied  you  in  the  field.    Leaving  me  to  go  forward  to  Join  the  Third  In  the 
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adyance,  yoa  directed  me  to  take  command  of  the  Second  and  Fourth,  and  idTe  ordera 
according  to  the  exigencies  as  they  might  occur.  Boon  alter,  I  heard  the  advance 
engaged  with  the  ^emy,  and  receiving  an  order  from  you  through  Aniatant  Adjntant- 
(Jeneral  Wilson  to  push  forward  the  Second  to  the  hnmt  railroad  bridge  to  anatain  the 
Third,  the  Fourth  to  take  the  place  of  the  Second,  and  the  First  that  of  the  Fourth— 
the  two  companies  of  the  First  vtiU  remaining  at  the  Braddock  Comers  — I  made  the 
changes  accordingly,  and  then  rode  forward  to  report  to  you  at  Sangster's  Station. 
Here  I  found  you  writing  a  dispatch  to  Oeneral  Fbanklik,  informing  him  of  the  bril- 
liant chaige  which  had  just  been  made  by  a  small  detachment  of  Captain  Stxabns* 
company  of  Lincoln  Cavalry,  which  formed  your  escort,  against  a  laige  body  of  the 
rebels,  said  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  strong,  by  which  they  were  totally  routed,  and 
fourteen  made  prisoners,  among  them  a  Lieutenant  Stewart,  late  fh>m  West  Point. 
Ton  immediately  ordered  me  to  Join  my  regiment,  and  with  it,  two  companies  of  the 
First  New  Jersey  under  Major  HATnxLB,  which  had  been  posted  at  the  Braddock  road, 
midway  between  Fairihz  Station  and  Fairflix  Court  House,  and  a  company  of  the  Lin« 
coli\  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Stbabns,  to  take  Fairlkx  Court  House.'  I  promptly 
returned  to  my  command,  found  it  eager  for  the  work,  and  ordering,  at  the  Braddock 
road,  Msjor  H^tfibx^d  and  command  of  two  companies  of  the  First,  and  Captain 
Stearxs.  to  Join  me,  I  dispatched  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hatch,  Fourth  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  with  two  companies  of  the  Fourth  New  Jersey,  and  Captain  Stxaxms^  com* 
pany  of  cavalry,  to  make  a  detour  to  the  left,  to  cut  off  the  enemy  in  his  retreat  trom 
Falrlhx  Court  House  by  the  Centreville  road.  The  enemy*s  pickets  were  seen  betweem 
US  and  the  town,  and  it  was  supposed  they  were  backed  up  by  a  laige  force  In  the 
neighborhood.  Waiting  till  the  proper  time  to  make  the  dispositions  come  out  simul- 
taneously at  Fairfnx  Court  House,  I  took  immediate  command  of  the  balance  of  my 
forces,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  slicing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hatch  Just  in  position  to 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  while  I  vm  ready  to  press  him  in  trovti.  Skirmibhers 
were  thrown  out  to  the  front  and  on  either  flank  on  an  advance,  and  Just  before  enter- 
ing the  town,  when  the  opportunity  admitted,  the  main  body  was  deployed  into  line  of 
'  battle.  Unfortunately  for  the  real  test  of  our  troops,  we  found  to  our  surprise,  no 
enemy,  the  great  body  having  left,  as  I  learned  from  the  inhabitants,  some  time  in 
October,  and  only  the  scout^  and  pickets,  who  had  been  seen  in  the  morning,  having 
occupied  it  since.  This  fitct,  however,  does  not  at  all  militate  against  the  spirit  and 
determination  of  my  command,  which  was  all  that  might  be  expected  from  the  inheri- 
tors of  the  military  Uaat  of  Jerseymen,  and  who  only  await  a  standing  foe  to  show 
their  real  mettle. 

I  would  be  derelict  did  I  not  also  report  that  you  joined  me  before  entering  the  place, 
and  with  your  usual  spirit  and  good  Judgment,  led  the  troops  into  the  town,  which  we 
entered  at  about  five  p.  x. 

By  your  direction,  I  immediately  wrote  a  dispatch  to  Oeneral  FBAiocuir,  reporting 
our  occupation  of  Fairflix  Court  House,  and  you  then  left  me  with  instructions  to  hold 
possession  of  the  town  with  the  Fourth  New  Jersey.  This  I  did  till  the  next  morning, 
March  10th,  when  the  Federal  troops  pouring  in  (the  advance  under  Colonel  Avsriix), 
and  receiving  an  order  to  march  to  the  Braddock  Comers  to  support  the  advance  of  the 
First  regiment  by  that  road  to  Centreville,  I  left  the  town  with  my  regiment,  took 
position  at  the  **  Comers,*'  remained  there  all  night,  and  next  morning  retnmed,  by 
your  direction,  to  the  vicinity  of  Fairfltx  Court  House,  where  I  selected  the  camping- 
ground  for  the  brigade.  Here  we  remained  till  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  instant,  when 
receiving  an  order  at  five  o'clock  from  Oeneral  Headquarters  to  return  to  this  post,  the 
whole  brigade  moved  at  six,  and  reached  our  destination  after  midnight. 

I  think  it  proper  to  state,  that  when  at  Faiffitx  Court  House,  on  the  13th  instant,  with 
Assistant  AdJutant-Oeneral  Purdt,  and  Assistant  A^jutant-Oeneral  Wilsok  and  other 
officers,  and  a  squadron  of  dragoons,  I  visited  the  battle-ground  at  Manassas,  of  Slst 
July  last,  and  at  the  recent  headquarters  of  the  Confoderate  Army  of  the  Potomac,  a 
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Imlldinsr  uld  to  belong  to  a  Mr.  Wbeb,  I  foand  a  large  number  of  official  docnments, 
among  them  the  original  order  of  General  Bkaubxoabd,  dated  July  SOth,  promulgating 
**  confidentially ''  to  the  commanders  of  bngades  his  plan  of  battle  for  the  next  day. 
Accompanying  this  was  the  order  of  General  Josbph  E.  Johnston,  approying  the  plan 
and  dirteting  it  to  be  carried  into  txteution.  I  also  found  the  original  report  of  Lieuten- 
ant Albxandkb,  Engineer  Corps,  General  BtaiT,  giving  a  statement  of  the  prisoners 
and  wounded,  and  of  the  property  found  after  the  battle.  The  leaving  these  important 
documents,  like  the  other  property  which  I  mw  scattered  around,  shows  with  what 
haste  the  rebels  must  have  retreated  before  our  forces ;  but  what  discovers  the  perfect 
iwnic  which  must  have  ensued,  is  the  fiict,  which  IwOnestedt  of  their  having  left  four 
dead  bodies,  laid  out  in  their  hospital  dead-hoose  ready  for  interment,  bat  which  they 
had  foigotten  or  neglected  to  bury. 

Yeiy  respoctftilly  sabmitted, 
(Signed),  J.  H.*  SIMPSON, 

Ooiona  I^ourth  mw  Jertey  Vduntten, 


HXADQUABTEItS  FlRST  NeW  YoBX  CaVALBT,  (. 

Camp  Ksarnt,  March  17, 1869.  f 

Captain  J.  K.  Stnabns, 

Commanding  Company  "  J7"  Stcond  Squadron  ; 
Sib— I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  received  ftom  Bragadlei^ 
General  Kbabnt,  I  marched  ftom  Bark's  Station  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant, 
with  twenty  men.  My  orders  were  to  proceed  to  the  Pobick  road,  and  scour  the  country 
right  and  left,  which  I  did  as  Ikr  as  Brimstone  Hill,  I  then  returned  to  BJy*s,  where  I 
learned  ftom  the  ofllcer  commanding  the  pickets  of  the  Third  New  Jersey,  that  a  squad 
of  rebel  cavaliy  had  Just  driven  in  two  of  his  pickets.  I  immediately  started  in  pur- 
suit, and  having  followed  them  abont  three  miles,  retained  to  Fairlkx  Station,  and 
reported  the  circumstance  to  the  commanding  General.  I  was  then  ordered  by  the 
General  to  accompany  him  to  Sangster's  Station,  and  on  arriving  there  to  oooapy  a  road 
loading  to  the  right,  going  into  a  large  wood ;  my  orders  being  to  Intercept  a  laige  body  of 
rebel  In&ntry  fh>m  gettftig  in  there.  It  was  aboat  this  time  that  the  brilliant  charge  was 
made  by  Lieutenant  Hidden  of  our  regiment.  General  Keabnt  then  rode  up  and 
Informed  me  that  Lieutenant  Hidden  had  fkllen,  and  was  perhaps  only  wounded,  and 
ordered  me  to  charge  with  my  party  and  drive  the  enemy  into  the  woods,  and  procure 
the  body,  if  possible ;  we  did  so,  Lieutenant  Thompson  and  myself,  and  recovered  the 
body.    I  then  retamed  to  Fairfax  Station  and  reported  to  yon. 

I  am,  sit,  very  respectfhlly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed),  WM.  ALEXANDER, 

BBCond  Uwtmumt  and  A^juUmt  Firtt  BaUaUcn. 


Headquabtebs,  Fibst  Beoiment.  First  Bbioadb,  FBANBi.tN*8  Divisiov, )  • 

Camp  Seminabt,  Ya.,  March  17, 1881.  f 

To  Captain  James  M.  Wilson, 

AMidant  A4futant-O0nerai,  Fint  Brigade; 
Sib— I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  inclosed  reports  concerning  the  First  Beglment, 
First  Brigade,  Franklin^s  Division,  under  the  Immediate  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  MoAlustsb— being  myself  at  the  time  unable  to  ride  on  horseback  on  account 
of  rheumatism,  but  was  in  the  field  daring  the  time  making  myself  as  usefhl  as  poa 
alble  under  the  ciicomatances. 

Yeiy  respectfhlly, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 
migned),  A.  T.  A.  TORBEBT, 

Oolonei'Firtt  Begiment  New  Jerny  Yoiunimn. 
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FiBflT  REaimENT  New  Jkrsbt  Voluntvebs,  } 
Caxp  tisJUMABT,  Ya.,  March  17, 1862.        [ 

To  A.  T.  A.  TORBCBT,  s 

Colonel  First  RegimerU  New  Jersey  Volunteers : 

SiB^In  accordance  with  yonr  request  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  report  of  the 
movements  of  oar  regiment  after  leaving  this  place  for  Bark's  Station,  on  Friday^ 
March  7th. 

We  left  onr  brigade  drlll-gronnd  and  marched  across  to  the  Little  river  tnmpikc,  on 
this  side  of  Anandale.  I  was  ordered  to  send  forward  oar  two  flank  companies,  leaving 
seven  companies  (one  company  being  on  picket).  We  reached  BarkV  Station  about  ouu 
o'clock  A.  X.,  on  the  8th ;  our  regiment  was  then  stationed  along  the  edge  of  the  woods 
near  Burr's  house. 

After  General  Howabd's  brigade  IcH,  we  were  ordered  to  take  a  position  Along  the 
woods  north  of  the  railroad,  which  order  I  executed  Immediately.  I  then  examined 
all  the  roads  leading  to  the  camp  grounds,  placed  pickets,  and  rested  for  the  night.  On 
the  morning  of  the  9th  I  received  an  order  to  send  three  companies  to  Burk's  hou»e. 
We  started  at  once.  Then  came  another  order  to  send  two  companies,  ander  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Hatfibld,  to  the  old  Braddock  road.  I  detailed  companies  B  and  E ; 
they  started  without  deUy,  leaving  me  but  two  companies.  After  two  o'clock  p.  x.,  I 
received  an  order  to  bring  in  the  three  companies  at  Burk's  hoase,  and  march  np  tho 
railroad  to  support  Colonel  Sixpson  at  the  chnrch  near  Fairfax  Station.  On  reaching 
that,  I  did  not  see  Colonel  Sixpbox,  but  met  General  Ksarnt,  who  ordered  me  to  march 
up  to  Farr's  Cross-roads,  leaving  one  company — company  K— at  Paiue's  Church ;  with 
the  remaining  foar  companies  I  arrived  at  Farr^s  cross-roads  about  five  o'clock  p.  x.  (9th), 
and  formed  line  of  battle,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  our  General  arrii'ed  from 
Fairfax  Court  House,  when  he  told  me  to  encamp  there  for  the  night ;  to  be  on  the 

I 

alert ;  that  it  was  an  important  point ;  that  tho  enemy  were  in  the  neighborhood ;  nnd 
if  attacked,  hold  it  until  reinforcements  came  to  my  aid.  I  put  out  pickets  up  tho 
Centreville  road  one  and  a  half  miles ;  also  down  the  Fairfax  road  towards  Palne's 
Church,  and  also,  towards  Fairfax.  We  were  vigilant  that  night,  but  were  unmolested. 
About  eight  o'clock  next  morning  (10th)  received  a  verbal  order  from  General  Kearkt, 
by  his  aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Barnard,  to  throw  forward  scouts  in  rear  of  Centreville, 
and  am  happy  to  say,  I  soon  found  a  corporal  and  three  men  ready  and  willing  tounder- 
take  this  apparently  dangerous  enterprise.  In  about  an  hoar  afterward  I  received  an 
order  to  send  forward  towards  Centreville  one  company.  I  immediately  ordered  com- 
pany  B,  Captain  Van  Sickbll.  to  push  forward ;  and.  In  accordance  with  our  General's 
instructions,  had  a  communication  kept  up  witli  me,  and  through  me,  with  General 
Kbarnt,  by  Captain  Van  Sickbll,  sending  back  a  man  every  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
that  he  advanced.  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  the  General  ordered  me  to  advance 
with  our  regiment  to  Centreville,  which  I  did— Captoin  Van  Sickell  and  Lieutenant 
Tantitx,  with  company  B,  having  reached  that  place  before  wo  did,  and  some  hours 
ahead  of  any  other  troops. 

Permit  me  to  say  here,  that  our  regiment  was  the  last  to  leave  Centreville,  at  the  Bull 
Run  retreat,  and  a  part  of  it  the  first  to  enter  It  on  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.  We  staid 
all  night,  and  the  next  morning  were  ordered  to  return  to  Fairfhx  Court  House. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  say,  that  General  Kearnt  deserves  a  great  deal  of  credit 
by  this  bold  push  towards  the  enemy's  lines ;  and  by  the  enerenf  and  bravery  thus  dis- 
played, caused  the  enemy  to  leave  in  great  haste,  leaving  many  valuables  behind  them. 

Respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed),  R-  McALLISTER, 

JAeutenant- Colonel  First  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteer*. 
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First  RsanrBNT  New  Jssset  Voluntsbhs,  ) 
Caxf  Sexinabt,  Va.,  March  17, 1803.        i 


To  A.  T.  A.  TORBSBT, 

Cotonel  First  SegimerU  New  Jersey  Volunteers : 

Sir— On  Sunday  mornings  March  0th,  Lwas  ordered  by  General  Kearny  to  take  two, 
companies  and  proceed  to  Farr's  Cro»a-roads,  by  the  Old  Braddock  road,  and  there  wait 
for  reinforcements  ttom  FairAtx  Station.  I  arrived  at  the  Crops-roads  abont  noon.  My 
command  consisted  of  companies  B  and  B.  At  the  Cross-roads  we  discerned  the  enemy^a 
cavalry  on  a  hill  near  the  Coort  Hoaso;  but,  having  positive  orders  to  remain  at  the 
Cross-roads,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  pursue  them.  However, 'l  sent  out  a  small 
detachment,  under  command  of  Lien  tenant  Tantux,  in  order  to  get  as  near  the  enemy 
as  possible,  under  cover  of  the  pines,  so  as  to  watch  their  movements.  By  so  doing  we 
found  that  the  enemy  was  moving  back  and  forth  from  the  Court  House  to  the  old  Brad- 
dock  road,  a  distance  of  about  one  mile. 

At  four  o^cIock  the  Fourth  New  Jersey,  under  Colonel  Sdcfson,  came  up,  when  wo 
marched  to  the  Court  House — the  two  companies  under  my  command  were  deployed  as 
ekirmishers.  When  near  the  Court  House,  by  order  of  General  KsARNr,we  marched 
on  at  double-quick^  and  I  may  also  add  that'the  enemy  did  the  same,  only  in  an  opposite 
direction.  I  then  received  orders  from  General  Kbabnt  to  march  back  to  the  Cross- 
roads and  Join  my  regiment,  and  there  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed),  DAVID  HATFIELD, 

Major  First  Seffiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 


First  Regoient  New  Jersey  Yolxtnteerb,  ) 
Caxp  Ssxuiary,  Ya.,  March  17, 1802.        ) 

To  a.  T.  a.  Torrbrt, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers: 

Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  McAllis- 
ter, on  Monday  morning,  10th  instant,  at  half-past  eight  a.  x.,  while  stationed  at  Farr's 
Cross-roads,  to  take  my  command  and  proceed  cautiously  up  the  Braddock  road  towards 
Centreville,  and  after  passing  our  pickets,  to  send  out  an  advance  guard ;  which  I  did, 
sending  Lieutenant  Williax  H.  Tantux  on  with  fourteen  men.  I  was  also  furnished 
with  four  cavalrymen,  to  act  as  a  patrol,  and  to  report  to  him  at  intervals,  as  we  pro- 
ceeded. I  received  the  first  communication  from  Lieutenant  Tantux  when  at  Cedar  Run, 
which  I  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  McAllister,  saying  that  he  had  possession 
of  five  contrabands,  and  had  caught  up  with  the  four  scouts  sent  in  advance.  Lieuten- 
ant Tantux  halted  with  his  guard  until  I  brought  up  my  reserve ;  he  then  advanced 
about  a  mile,  when  I  received  word  that  appearances  were  favorable,  to  come  on  with 
all  possible  dispatch,  as  he  wonld  be  in  Centreville  in  an  hour.  The  message  I  Imme- 
diately sent  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  McAllister,  and  proceeded  on.  Lieutenant  Tantus 
arrived  at  Centreville  about  half-past  eleven  a.  x.,  where  he  immediately  posted  four 
sentries  in  different  places  in  the  village— one  at  each  of  three  forts. 

I  arrived  there  at  fifteen  minutes  after  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  and  took  possession  of 
General  Johnston's  headquarters,  and  there  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  First  Regiment, 
which  came  in  about  four  o'clock  p.  x. 

The  New  York  Forty-fourth  Regiment  arrived  at  about  half-past  three  o*clock  p.  m. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed),  S.  YAN  SICKELL, 

Captain  Company  B^  First  Begiment  New  Jersey  Volttnteers, 


CHAPTER    XX. 

IBRTTAlirrS  AND  ASSUASIVBS. 

POISOK  AND  AMTIDOTX. 

"MydoathandUfB, 
lly  bane  and  antidote,  are  both  before  me.** 

ADI)lIB0IEr*9  "•  (Moi** 

Thk  neglect  of  McClpllak  to  take  advantage  of  this  suc- 
cess (detailed  in  the  preceding  chapter)  by  immediately  follow- 
ing up  the  retiring  and,  to  all  appearance,  surprised  enemy 
completely  satisfied  General  Ebakny  of  his  (McCuellan's) 
incompetency.  From  thenceforward  his  opinion  of  him  was 
fixed. 

*(  The  stupid  fact  is  (be  writes  March  I'Tth,  1862^  that,  not  content  with  iet- 
ting  me  and  others  push  on  after  the  panic>stricken  enemj,  fighting  him  a  big 
battle,  and  euding  the  war  — for  his  panic  promised  ua  sure  success  — 
MoGlbllan,  so  powerful  with  figures,  but  so  weak  with  men,  has  brought  us 
all  back.    It  is  so  like  our  good  old  nursery  story— 

« The  King  of  France,  with  twice  ten  thonaand  men. 
Marched  np  the  hlU,  and  then  marched  down  again.* 

The  result  will  be,  that,  in  Southern  character,  thej  will  more  than  recuperate^ 
more  than  think  us  afraid  of  a  real  stand-up  fight,  meet  us  at  the  prepared 
points,  possibly  play  ugly  tricks  at  the  capital,  and  nonplus  or  force  us  to  fight 
with  the  worst  of  chances  against  us;  and  all  this,  because  when  MoClkllah; 
out  of  confidence  since  his  failure  at  Ball's  Bluff,  despairing  of  a  direct  attack 
on  Manassas,  invented,  with  the  aid  of  engineers  (men  who  are  ignorant  of 
soldiers),  the  plan  of  turning  the  enemy  by  a  sea-route,  instead  of  availing 
himself  of  the  good  luck  of  the  enemy's  retreat,  thinks  that  he  must  still 
adhere  to  his  sea-plan,  like  the  over-stuffed  glutton  who  thinks  he  must  cram 
because  he  has  in  hand  an  *  eTnbarras  des  richesses.^  " 

March  81st  he  writes,  sketching  a  campaign*  for  the  enemy, 

which  was  not  attempted  till  Popk*b  time :  ^ 

• -^ , 

*  "  The  war  of  1806  broke  ont ;  and  the  Prassiane,  prond  of  their  former  fkme,  took  the 
field  against  Napolbov.  Mabumbaoh,  then  a  colonel,  was  QQarterma»teM)enenl 
to  Prince  HomNLOBS's  army,  and,  as  the  Btorm-clondt  of  battle  drew  on  towards 
oach  other,  foretold,  with  wonderftal  clearness,  accnracy  and  precision,  the  mln  which 
the  measures  in  progress  were  certain  to  bring  npon  the  army  and  the  country !  Looking 
back  to  these  terrible  times,  trying  the  avowed  and  registered  predlctionB  delivered 
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'*  Our  preeeDt  affair  is  a  terrific  blunder.  Instead  of  following  up,  OTertak- 
ing  and  whipping  the  enemy  as  thej  retired  panic-st  icken,  he  is  attempting 
an  affair  of  rivers.  I  do  not  know  his  full  means  of  action ;  but  I  do  know 
that,  if  6pposed  with  enterprise,  the  Southern  army,  recuperated  under  the 
plea  of  our  evading  a  real  fight,  will  seize  Centreville  and  Manassas,  just  in 
rear  of  foroes  left  on  the  Rappahannock,  cyt  them  off,  restore  the  uninjured 
railroad,  steam  via  Harper's  Ferry  to  Baltimore  and  Washington,  and  be  back 
in  time  to  meet  us  before  Richmond  ;*  because  the  batteries  on  the  York  and 
James  rivers,  if  as  formidable  as  the  captured  resources  of  Norfolk  should 
have  made  them  in  guns,  will  oblige  us  (if  we  have  no  iron-armored  gunboats) 
to  land  our  heavy  pieces  and  take  them  piecemeal  (besides  expending  thus  cpratu- 
itously  much  bloodj),  all  which  takes  time.  I  can  only  account  for  this  absurd 
movement  from  General  MoClellan  and  his  advisers  not  having  sufiScient 
simplicity  of  character.  It  would  have  been  so  beautiful  to  have  pushed 
after  the  enemy,  and,  in  doing  so.  Isolate  Fredericksburg,  carry  it  easily, 
occupy  that  road,  and  thus  turn  those  river  batteries,  all  the  while  near  enough 
to  Washington  in  case  of  any  attempt  on  it  They  will  tell  you  that  it  was  a 
want  of  subsistence,  etc.  This  only  proves  how  unpractical  MgGlbllan  ttnd 
his  advisers  are.  And  it  is  precisely  fh>m  a  mismanagement  of  these  simple 
details  in  our  own  camps  on  the  Potomac  that  I  have  the  more  and  more 
learned  to  distrust  him  entirely.  However,  Johnston  is  a  very  slow  man,  and 
our  resources  are  enormous,  so  we  must  win,  and  MoClellan  will,  no  doubt, 
pass  down  in  history  as  a  great  general  What  annoys  me  the  most  is,  that 
he  has  stupidly  blundered  in  carrying  out  his  own  plans.  We  should,  at 
least,  have  kepi  the  enemy  impressed  with  the  idea  of  our  direct  advance,  and 
withdrawn  division  af^r  division  in  the  stealthiness  of  night,  and  under  the 
curtain  of  strong  corps." 

This  was  an  early  day  for  such  criticism.  They  meant  what 
Gbant  afterwards  painfully  executed.  Some  200,000  men  lay 
'round  Washington  then.     The  rebel  force  was  barely  40,000. 

day  after  day  by  Mabsbnbaoh,  in  the  Prassian  conncil  of  war,  by  the  subsequent  events, 
we  are,  in  prolkne  UwgaageB,  bound  to  confess  that  no  man  ever  spoke  before  in  a  more 
perfect  spirit  of  prophecy.  All  that  he  foretold  came  to  pass  to  the  letter."  In  the 
same  way  Vok  B0Low.~Oon.  Mitchill's  '*  Biographies  of  Eminent  Soldiers,"  810. 

*  *'  Massbna,"  he  (Souvaboff)  says,  in  a  memorandum  on  the  subject,  **  has  no  object 
in  waiting  for  ns  when  he  can  beat  ns  In  detail.  He  will  first  throw  himself  npon 
Korsakoff,  who  is  nearest  to  him,  and  then  npon  Coki>£,  and  that  will  probably  be 
enough  for  him."  How  Jast  was  the  prophecy.— Qen.  Mitchxll^s  "  Biographies  of 
Eminent  Soldiers,"  167.  * 

t  *'  The  celebrated  Souvaxoff  was  accused  of  cruelty,  because  he  always  at  once 
stormed  fortresses  instead  of  inyesting  them  and  starring  out  the  inhabitants  and  the 
garrisons.  The  old  hero  showed,  by  arithmetical  calculations,  that  bis  bloodiest  assaults 
nerer  occasioned  so  much  loss  of  human  life  as  did,  on  both  sides,  any  long  selge,  dig^ 
ging  and  approaches,  and  the  starving  out  of  those  shut  up  in  a  fortress.  This  for 
HoClbllan."— GuBowsKi^s  Diary,  Vol.  I,  page  164;  Febmaty,  1808. 
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The  direct  advance  would  have  been  necessarily  overwhelming ; 
no  manoBuvers  could  have  resisted  it.  Looking  back,  and  with 
the  knowledge  we  now  possess,  we  know  that,  undertaken  then, 
the  direct  advance  must  have  been  speedily  successful,  econo- 
mizing rivers  of  blood  and  thousands  of  lives.  Says  Pollard 
in  his  Lo8t  Cause^  P*g®  262  : 

"Od  March  lat,  1862,  the  number  of  Federal  troops  ia  and  about  Washing- 
ton had  iucreaaed  to  193,142  fit  for  duty,  with  a  grand  aggregate  of  221,987. 
Let  us  see  what  was  in  front  of  it  on  the  Confederate  line  of  defense.  Gene- 
ral Johnston  had  in  the  camps  of  Centreville  and  Manassas  less  than  30.000 
men ;  Stonewall  Jackson  had  been  detached  with  eleven  «keleton  regiments 
to  amuse  the  enemy  in  the  Shenandoah  Talley.  Such  was  the  force  that 
stood  in  McClellan's  path,  and  deterred  him  from  a  blow  that,  at  that  time, 
might  have  been  fatal  to  the  Southern  Confederacy." 

We  have  said  that  MoClellan  seemed  but  ill  satisfied  with 
the  sudden  and  skillful  movement  of  Kearny  upon  Manassas. 
Perhaps  it  was  in  consequence  of  this ;  but,  whatever  the  rea- 
son, in  a  few  days  after  he  tendered  him  a  command  (to  which, 
as  numbered  fourteen  on  the  list  of  brigadiers,  he  was  long  enti- 
tled) of  a  division,  vacated  by  the  promotion  of  General  Sum- 
ner to  a  corps.  General  Kearny  was  more  than  glad  to  accept, 
only  desiring  that,  inasmuch  as  his  First  Jersey  Brigade  had 
been  perfected  by  such  toil,  expense  and  zeal,  he  should  be  at 
liberty  to  carry  it  with  him.,  exchanging  it  for  one  of  Sumner's, 
which  lay  close  by  Franklin,  and  the  consent  of  whose  briga- 
dier was  obtained.  General  McClellan  did  not  discourage 
the  project,  but  General  Frankijn  at  once  rejected  it,  upon 
which  General  Kearny,  feeling  his  Jersey  Blues  to  be  a  trust 
especially  confided  to  him,  and  realizing  their  adoration  of  him, 
most  generously  declined  the  proposition,  and,  ranking  many 
division  generals,  remained  ^vith  his  brigade.  This  conduct 
vas  rewarded,  as  might  readily  be  expected.  As  soon  as  it 
was  known,  in  spite  of  orders  to  avoid  ^11  demonstrations,  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  brave  boys  could  not  be  restrained.  His 
appearance  was  the  signal  for  irrepressible  cheering.  His 
men  would  have  followed  him,  or  gone  at  his  bidding  any- 
where, against  any  odds ;  "  nor  did  a  Jersey  soldier  ever  for- 
get it." 
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Another  writer  thus  expresses  the  same  idea,  but  in  such  ele- 
gant language  that  it  will  bear  insertion,  even  at  the  risk  of 
repetition : 

''Just  about  the  time  the  overland  advance  was  thus  abandoned  for  *  an 
affair  of  rivers,'  General  Kearny  was  offered  the  command  of  a  division.  He 
was  more  than  ^lad  to  accept  the  honor,  on  one  condition  :  that  the  *  Jersej 
Blues  *  should  be  embraced  in  his  command.  MgClellan  was  not  unwilling, 
but  Franklin  rejected  the  proposition,  and  Kearny  determined  to  remain 
brigadier  and  commabd  his  own  brave  boys.  The  effect  of  this  decinion 
on  his  brigade  can  be  imagined.  It  gave  him  boundless  control  over  their 
sympathies  and  their  conduct  He  could  not  ride  down  the  line  on  parade 
without  arousing  cheers  from  every  company.  They  would  have  followed  him 
(as  his  Dragoons  did  follow  him  up  to  the  gate  of  Mexico,  and  as  his  men  did 
always  everywhere  until  he  fell  at  their  head)  into  the  charge  at  Balaklava, 

*  Into  the  Jaws  of  death, 
Into  the  mouth  of  hell,* 

Though 

*  Cannon  to  right  of  them. 
Cannon  to  left  of  ihcm, 
Cannon  behind  them 
Volleyed  and  thandered.*  " 

With  all  this,  the  step  caused  General  Kearny  much  regret. 
His  subordination  to  men  of  much  less  militaiy  experience 
than  his  own  perpetually  annoyed  him.  Ue  had  strong 
reliance  upon  his  own  powers,  a  reliance  which  was  by  no 
means  conceited,  and  which  was  afterward  strongly  justified. 
Feeling  himself  equal  to  almost  any  task,  he  could  not  help 
longing  to  take  the  place  of  some  one  of  those  whom,  in  his 
confidential  correspondence,  he  styled  his  "  inferw)r  superiors." 

It  was  some  alleviation  to  his  disappointment,  and  the  state 
of  harassed  feeling  which  his  inferior  position  occasioned,  to 
find  himself  valued  as  he  was  by  New  Jersey  and  its  Legis- 
lature. How  much  its  patriotic  Executive  regarded  him  he 
was  not  then  aware,  and  his  correspondence  betrayed  an  unjust 
opinion  upon  that  subject. 

But  the  Press,  the  People  and  the  Legislatufe  of  New  Jer- 
sey, all  exhibited  their  admiration  and  attachment  for  him  in 
such  a  manner  as  could  not  be  otherwise  than  gratifying. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1862,  the  Legislature  passed  a  reso- 
lution, declaring — 
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"  Thai  NflW  Jbrset  highly  apprtdcUea  the  diHnterested  fiddUy  of  GmeraX 
Philip  Kkajblstt,  in  declining  proffered  promotion  rather  than  eeparale  hmteff 
from  the  command  of  Jebsetmbn  intruakd  to  him/* 

On  the  28tli  of  the  same  month,  a  sbt  of  bbsolutions  was 
passed,  in  the  following  terms : 

"Rbbolvxd,  That  to  the  New  Jbbset  Voluntbebs  belonga  the  praise  not 
only  of  checking  the  retreat  of  (he  Federal  Farces  retiring  from  BuU  J?ttn,  and 
greatly  aiding  in  the  preservation  of  the  National  Capital  from  capture^  but  also 
of  advaneingj  unsupportedf  on  the  Rebel  stronghold  at  Manassas^  and  oompdling 
its  precipitate  abandonment;  and  thtU  General  Keabnt  deserves  tAe  worm  approval 
and  thanks  of  the  Nation  for  his  boldness  in  making  this  advance,  and  this  skUlful 
strategy  he  displayed  in  its  execution, 

^  Bbsolved,  Thut  having  already  testyied  oitr  high  appreciaUon  of  (he  self- 
sacrifics  and  fidelity  to  his  trusty  w?iich  led  General  Eeabnt  to  decline  promotion 
rather  than  leave  his  Brigade,  toe  now  express  owr  regret  at  the  existence  of  any 
aiuch  necessity^  and  respectfuUy  suggest  to  (hose  in  authority  (he  propriety  (unless  it 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest)  of  combining  all  iheJ^'RW  Jersey  Troops 
on  &ie  Potomac  into  one  Division^  and  placing  the  same  under  the  command  of 
General  Kbabnt,  whose  devotion  to  his  soldiers^  care  for  (fieir  comfort  and  disci' 
pline^  and-  brilliant  qttalilies  as  an  officer ^  entitle  the  country  to  his  services  in  a 
higher  position  than  the  one  lie  now  occupies, 

**  Resolted,  That  a  Copy  of  (hese  ResokUioTu  be  forwarded  to  the  Honorjlblb 

THE  SbORBTABY  OF  WaR." 

The  idea  contained  in  the  second  of  these  resolutions  was  a 
favorite  one  with  General  Keabny,  who  believed  our  troops 
would  fight  better  if  brigaded  by  States ;  but  the  fear  that  State 
pride  might  occasion  dissension  made  the  plan  unpalatable  at 
Washington.* 

*  Thill  cluipter  it  qnoted  entire  (with  the  exception  of  the  notes  and  of  one  paragraph 
ftom  the  pen  of  Jobbpk  B.  Ltkan,  Beq.)i  ftom.  the  Addbbbo  of  Cobtlanst  Pabkeb, 
Bsq.,  entitled:  "Pmxip  Kbabht,  thb  BoLDtsB  axd  Patriot/*  Newark,  New  Jeney, 
lfaieh,lS68. 


CHAPTER    XXI. 

FBOM  ALEXANDRIA,  THBOUGH  YORKTOWN,  TO  WILLIAHSBT7RG. 

"  My  ships  are  ready,  and 
My  people  did  expect  my  hence  departare 
Two  days  aj^o."  Wintxb'b  Taue. 

*'  When,  in  1707,  the  Duiu  or  Bayot  desired  *  ^  to  conceal  his  retreat,  he  com- 
menced to  *  withdraw  *  his  heavy  artillery.  *  *  Then  he  ordered  that  some  light  field 
pieces  shonld  be  left  in  the  lines,  which  shoold  keep  up  a  fire  *  *  to  amnse  the 
enemy  and  prevent  them  from  snspecting  his  retreat.  *  *  All  things  being  thns  dis- 
posed, he  decamped  secretly  in  the  night."— Ruses  dx  Guibbs. 

**  Are  yon  content  to  be  our  general?  " 

Two  GxNTLBxnr  of  Yxbona. 

The  "  Affair  of  Rivers  "  was  decided  on  in  March.  It  was 
not  until  April  that  it  was  carried  into  execution.  So  much 
has  been  said  and  written  by  war-correspondents,  pamphleteers, 
military  critics,  sensational  and  historical  penmen,  that  it  is 
needless  to  discuss  or  enter  into  details,  except  as  to  Kearnt. 

This  expedition,  conceived  in  weakness,  was  a  cripple  from  its 
birth.  Misbegotten,  its  lot  was  misfortune  and  its  end  humilia- 
tion. Nevertheless,  from  its  commencement  to  its  termination, 
it  was  a  glorious  climacteric  in  the  life  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  in  the  career  of  the  majority  of  the  subordinate  com- 
manders. 

On  the  17th  April,  Kearny  embarked  on  board  of  the  splen- 
did steamer  "  Elm  City,"  and  on  the  23d  April  found  himself 
in  the  estuary  of  the  Pocosin,  or  Poquosin  river,  which  opens 
into  the  Chesapeake,  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  York  river.* 

*  "  When  I  first  went  to  General  Kbabxtt  he  was  near  Alexandria,  expecting  every 
honr  and  mlnnte  to  receive  an  order  to  go  down  the  river ;  at  last  came  an  order  to  go 
forward  the  other  way,  vie.,  by  the  Alexandria  and  Orange  railroad,  and  that  way  to 
reach  Richmond.  We  got  as  fkr  as  Catletrs—  there  waited  throe  or  fbnr  days,  expect- 
ing order*  to  go  forward  — at  last  orders  came  to  retam  to  Alexandria,  and  there  take 
shipping  for  Yorktown.  We  returned,  expecting  to  embark  the  same  day—  bnt  had  to 
wait  a  week.  We  sailed,  expecting  to  land  under  fire  the  day  we  reached  the  York 
fiver.  Well,  after  some  delay,  we  reached  the  York  river,  passed  it,  and  anchored  in 
Pocosin,  or  Poquosin  Bay,  where  we  are  still,  and  probably  will  be  laying  for  another 
week,  and  then  we  may  go  to  Fortress  Monroe  or  somewhere  else."— l^ivo^  Letter 
jyomimeqfKEAMxrT'B  8t€^,  i^Mwifi  Boy,  S5(A  4pri/,  180S. 
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Here  he  was  "kept  waiting  to  land,  and  fretting  himself  over 
the  want  of  practical  skill  which,  as  he  said,  sickened  his  sol- 
diers by  cooping  them  on  the  transports,  because  they  dared 
not  hazard  a  landing  under  fire." 

It  was  not  until  30th  April  that  he  was  permitted  to  disembark. 

While  "  cribbed,  cabined  and  confined "  on  ship-board,  a 
vacancy  occurred  in  thfe  command  of  the  3d  Division  (formerly 
C.  S.  Hamilton's)  of  the  3d  Army  Corps,  Heintzelman's. 
Kearnt  now  deemed  it  due  to  himself,  his  friends,  the  army 
and  the  country,  to  accept  this  step.  Amid  grief,  ill-concealed 
and  heartfelt  on  his  own  part,  and  amid  the  tears  and  lamenta- 
tions of  the  troops  he  had  made  his  pride  and  his  worshippere,* 
he  was  relieved  of  his  old  and  assumed  his  new  position  2d 
May,  1862,  at  the  head  of  the  3d  Division,  whose  title  was 
changed  to  that  of  1st  Division  on  the  3d  August  following. 
Its  position  was  alongside  of  that  commanded  by  Hooker. 
Both  of  these  were  encamped  in  close  vicinity  to  the  ground, 
one  and  a  half  miles  S.  S.  E.  of  Yorktown,  where  the  tents  of 
Generals  Lincoln  and  La  Fayette  were  pitched  and  the  park 
of  American  Artillery  was  established  during  the  memorable 
seige  of  Yorktown  in  1781,  which  affixed  the  seal  to  the  liberties 
of  our  country.  Keyes*  Corps  lay  in  advance  of  the  headquar- 
ters of  Washington  and  Rochahbeau  ;  these  latter  in  rear  <^ 
the  park  of  French  Artillery,  about  two  miles  south  by  east 
of  the  beleaguered  town.f 

*  "  In  Imttle,  the  Toice  of  the  man  whom  the  soldier  lores  nerves  his  heart,  and, 
rather  than  forfeit  his  esteem  by  flight,  he  will  remain  at  his  post  and  die.  *  *  «  « 
And  this  was  the  secret  of  Eeasnt^s  popularity  in  his  division ;  and  among  the  thou- 
sand camp  traditions  of  that  singular  and  gifted  man,  there  is  not  one  of  needless 
insult  or  cruelty  to  soldiers  in  the  ranks.  For  them  he  had  always  the  looks  and  lan- 
guage of  cheer ;  while  for  his  officers  he  had  often  such  words  of  biting,  bitter  scorn  as 
only  General  Ksabnt  could  utter— fiilling  on  them  like  angry  flashes  of  lightning 
flrom  a  storm-cloud.  And  in  all  the  army  I  know  of  no  such  devotion  to  a  general  as 
was  exhibited  by  the  men  of  Ebabht's  Division."— "T'Atf  J^intular  Campaign  i» 
Virginia^  etc.,''  p.  43,  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Mabkb. 

t  "  Yorktown  was  of  especial  interest  to  us,  because  in  that  place  and  its  immediate 
neighborhood  are  found  many  monuments  of  the  most  interesting  event  in  our  Revolu- 
tionary history.  The  divisions  under  Generals  Eeabnt  and  Hookeb  encamped  on  the 
grounds  where  had  been  spread  the  tents  of  General  Wabhxnotoh  and  General  La  Fay- 
XTTE.  We  daily  looked  out  upon  the  plain  where  had  been  witnessed  the  combats 
and  struggles  which  compelled  the  final  surrender  of  Yorktown  to  our  forces.  The  old 
lines  of  entrenchments  and  mounds  of  redoubts  look  like  a  chain  across  the  field."— 
''  The  I'ienkuular  Campakgn  in  VirgMka,  etc.,**  p.  140,  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Maiucb. 
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Here  "  Fighting  Job  *'  and  "  Fighting  Phil,"*  who  had  won 
brevets  "  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct "  in  the  Mexican 
war,  fighting  a  foreign  enemy  to  maintain  the  national  honor, 
now  again  became  associated  in  arms  in  the  great  American 
Conflict,  to  preserve  the  Nation's  life,  on  the  very  spot  where 
the  shouts  of  triumph  first  proclaimed  to  the  world  the  accom- 
plished birth  of  our  Nation. 

The  following  was  the  composition  of  Kbabkt's  Division,  as 
furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Major-General  E.  D.  Town- 
send,  Assistant  and  Acting  Adjutant-General  17.  S.  A.,  to  whom 
the  writer  is  indebted  foi  many  similar  acts  of  kindness : 

"Brigadier-General  P.  Kearnt  was  relieved  fVom  command  of  the  *New 
Jersey  Brigade  *  and  assumed  command  of  the  3d  Division  (formerlj  Hamil- 
ton's), 3d  Army  C!orps,  May  2,  1862. 

«  Name  of  Division  changed  to  1st  Division  August  13,  1862. 

"  FIRST  BRIGADE : 

*'  Brigadier-General  Cha&  D.  jAintsoir,  commanding  until  June  13,  1862 ; 
Brigadier-G«neral  J.  0.  Robinson  commanding  from  June  14,  '62,  to  Septem* 
ber,  1862. 

"  Teoops — First  Brigade  — 

"  67th  Pennsylvania  Yols.    Transferred  to  2d  Brigade  August  12,  1862. 

'*  63d  Pennsylvania  Yols. 

'*  106th  Pennsylvania  Yols. 

**   87th  New  York  Yols.    Relieved  ftom  duty  with  Division  August  23,  '62. 

"   20th  Indiana  Yols.    Joined  Brigade  June  10,  1862. 

"  SECOND  BRIGADE : ' 
"  Brigadier-General  D.  B.  Bibnet,  commanding. 

"  Troops  — 
"   38th  New  York  Yols. 
"   40th  New  York  Yols. 

*'  lOlst  New  York  Yols.    Joined  Brigade  June  9,  1862. 
"     3d   Maine  Yols. 
"     4th  Kaine  Yols. 

'*    99th  Pennsylvania  Yols.    Joined  Brigade  July  5, 1862. 
"   67th  Pennsylvania  Yols.    Joined,  fh)m  1st  Brigade,  August  12, 1862. 

*  This  same  corps  comprisod  as  part  of  HooKiii^t  Dirision  the  fiunoiu  Sxoklsxob 
Brigade,  commanded  by  another  fighter,  Daxixl  B.  Sxokijbs,  known  to  his  "  Boya  "  as 
**  Fighting  Dah."  It  is  not  a  little  singnlar.  In  this  connection,  that  each  of  this  "  trio  * ' 
of  heroes  were  Ibr  a  long  time  intended  for  dezgymen. 
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t 
•*  THIRD  BEiaADB : 

'' Brigftdier-General  Hisam  G.  Bebrt  oommanding,  until  August  19,  1862; 
Colonel  0.  M.  Fob,  2d  Michigan  Vols.,  oommandmg  from  August  20,  1862,  to 
September,  1862. 

"  Troops  — 
"    2d  Michigan  Yols. 
"    3d  Michigan  Vols. 
''    5th  Michigan  Tola. 
"  37th  New  York  Vols. 
*'    1st  New  York  Vols.    Joined  Brigade  June  3,  1862 

"Aetillbrt  op  Ditision: 

"  Company  G,  2d  United  States  Artillery.    Relieyed  July  18,  1862. 
"  Company  B,  Ist  New  York  Artillery.    Believed  June  6,  1862. 
"  Company  E,  1st  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 
**  Company  E,  3d  United  States  Artillery.    Joined  July  18,  1862.*' 

Yorktown  was  evacuated  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  May. 
Eleven  thousand  men  under  General  MAGteUDER  (who  adopted 
here  the  strategein  of  Kearny  when  approaching  Manassas, 
and  extended  his  little  force  over  a  distance  of  several  miles,  so 
as  to  give  it  the  appearance  Of  large  numbers),  had  delayed 
nearly  90,000  infantry,  60  batteries  of  artillery,  10,000  cavalry, 
and  a  seige  train  of  100  guns,  from  the  4th  day  of  April  pre- 
vious. 

This  fact  is  proof  enough  of  the  Icorrectness  of  Kearny's 
opinion,  both  as  to  the  ii!ijudiciousness  of  the  route  and  the  lack 
of  comprehensive  generalship  in  his  commander. 

On  the  night  (3d  May)  Yorktown  was  evacuated,  one  of 
Kearny's  new  brigadierd,  Charles  D.  Jameson,  ** General  of 
the  Trenches,"  was  the  first  to  discover  the  fact,  or,  at  all  events, 
the  first  to  enter  the  enemy's  works,  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  ensuing 
day.  On  the  4th,  towards  mjdday,  Stonbman,  with  the  cavalry 
and  some  light  batteries,  got  off  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels ;  at 
early  noon  (10  a.  m.  ?)  Hooker  moved.  Kearny  did  not  start 
until  9  A.  M.  on  the  5th.  Between  the  Divisions  of  Hooker 
and  Kearny  strung  out  Sumner's  corps  of  about  30,000  men. 

When  Stoneman,  Hooker  and  Sitmner  marched,  on  the  4th, 
it  was  a  bright,  sunny,  or  fair  May  day  for  Virginia.  In  Hook- 
er's Division  the  men  threw  away  all  superfluous  baggage,  in 
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consequence  of  the  heat,  and  some  actually  dropped  down  from 
the  same  cause.  It  was  not  only  hot,  but  dusty.  What  a  con- 
trast when  Kearny's  turn  to  advance  came  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th.  The  rain  commenced  falling,  sprinkling,  about  dark, 
on  the  4th,  increasing  in  violence  until  about  11  p.  m.,  when  it 
set  in  for  a  regular  storm.  During  the  night  it  was  not  heavy 
enough  to  wet  through  the  olanket  covering  the  writer's  inform- 
ant, but  towards  morning  (3  a.  m.)  it  increased  in  violence.* 

After  daylight  (5th)  rain  fell  in  torrents.  The  roads  had  become 
soaked  with  water  and  were  perfectly  horrible  —  ankle  deep  for 
the  men,  and,  seemingly,  bottomless  to  the  artillery.  The  dif- 
ferent commands  and  arms,  between  Yorktown  and  Williams- 
burg, between  Kearny  and  Hooker,  became  intermingled. 
The  confusion,  worse  confounded,  was  hourly  aggravated  by 
the  weather,  the  mud  and  the  muddled  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  rear,  in  the  direction  of  the  movements :  Witness  Hbint- 
zelman's  statement,  that  he  had  orders  from  McClsllan  him- 
self to  assume  command  at  the  front ;  whereas  Sumner  was 
acting  under  exactly  similar  instructions  from  Marcy,  Chief  of 
Staff 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th,  Stoneman  ran  into,  or  overtook 
the  rebel  rear-guard,  beyond  WnrrTAKER's  house,  between  three 
and  four  miles  this  side  and  in  sight  of  Williamsburg.  The 
pursued  stood  at  bay,  turned  upon  and  repulsed  the  pursuers. 

Hene  there  is  as  much  confusion  in  the  accounts  of  what  fol- 
lowed as  there  was  confusion  reigning  among  the  dislocated 

*  There  is  a  great  discrepancy,  boweverf  In  the  accounta  of  this  raln-etorm  which 
exercised  so  gtetkt  an  influence  on  evonta  and  cost  oa  precious  time,  when  Time  was 
THi  element  of  success.  It  might  almost  bo  said  this  rain  saved  Richmond.  It  Justi- 
fied the  remark  attributed  to  General  Diz,  that,  *'  the  season  waa  even  yet  too  early  for 
operations  on  the  peninsula,  since  a  single  storm  would  couTort  its  treacherous  soil 
into  a  quicksand."  The  drizasle  commenced  iVom  11  to  IS  p.  x.  on  the  4th,  and  at  8  a. 
M.,  5th,  the  rain  came  down  in  earnest.  Twelve  hours  of  steady  down-pour  was  suffi- 
cient to  convert  the  ftice  of  the  country  into  a  quagmire,  in  which,  according  to  Captain 
Chaslsb  H.  Scott,  4th  New  York  Independent  Battery,  the  horses  sank  to  their  kneesi 
and  another  informant  goes  Airther,  averring  that  the  men,  even,  found  the  mud  knee- 
deep.  Dk  Trobbiaxd  speaks  of  artillery  horses  as  **  killed,  or  drowned  in  their  har- 
ness **  In  the  mud  on  the  5th,  and  of  advancing  "  to  the  battle  through  an  ocean  of 
mire,  amid  wearied  teams,  and  In  the  midst  of  an  inevitable  disorder,  which  left  strag- 
glers enough  in  the  rear."  How  much  does  this  add  to  the  glory  of  Kxabnt,  in  that 
he  carried  his  men  through  all  this  into  the  field  to  save  a  lost  battle,  an  achievement 
almost  equal  to  that  accomplished  by  the  resolution  of  Bluobxb  at  Waterloo. 
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commands.  About  5.30  p.  m.  SuionEB,  with  Smith's  Division, 
came  up;  but  nothing  seems  to  have  been  done.  Darkness 
shut  m  upon  the  opposing  forces  before  HooKSti  got  into  posi- 
tion. Then  the  Union  forces  bivouacked  in  the  woods  and  the 
rain,  which  had  just  commenced,  and  slept  in  the  consequent 
mud. 

It  was  nearly  midnight  when  the  van-guard  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  sank  down  to  rest — if  such  a  suspense  could  be 
termed  rest  —  under  the  most  trying  circumstances  for  soldiers 
young  in  active  campaigning.  It  was  a  terrible  initiative  for 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  with  a  battle  certain  at  the  breaking 
of  the  day.  Still,  they  stood  it  nobly,  and  proved,  as  was  said 
of  other  troops  on  other  fields,  ^^  that  it  took  an  awful  deal  to 
take  it  out  of  them." 


• 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

THK  BATTLB  OF  WILLIAMSBURG,  MONDAY,  6th  MAY,  18Q2. 
EBABNY  AT  WnJJAMSBURG. 


u 


He  (Llentcnant-General,  or  General  of  Division,  the  Conrr  db  Lobob),  gave  his 
orders  with  a  coolnees  which  made  it  easy  to  see  that  he  is  the  relation  (nephew)  of 
the  incomparahle  M.  dx  Tubbknb.  (MiOor-General  Pbtl.  Ebabnt  was  nephew  of  the 
admirable  Brigadier-General,  Brevet  Major-General,  Stxpbbn  Watts  Ebabbt.)  He 
had  a  horse  killed  under  him  (this  occnrred  to  P.  E.  at  Fair  Oaks).  If  God  had  taken 
him  from  as  (at  the  hattle  of  WUliamsbnrg)  everything  was  lost."  BoussePa  Bistoire 
d€  LouvoU^  ii.,  164. 

*'  And  now,  my  son,  let  me  ei^oin  yon  that  whenever  vou  hsar  (he  namee  of  Generals 
Hancock  and  Kxabht  nmUioned^  retpeet  and  rewre  them^  for  never  woe  American  valor 
more beauUfuOymttetraUd than ^thseeOensraU on tha JUkl qf  WUOae^^  "Siege 

of  Washington,*^  Captain  ^daxs. 


tt 


After  the  battle  of  St.  Qnintln  (August  10, 1687)  Exanuxl  Phiubxbt  had  France 
at  his  discretion.  Had  his  counsels  been  instantly  followed,  the  Spanish  army  would 
have  dictated  its  own  terms  before  or  within  tiie  walls  of  Paris.  But  the  narrow  * 
*  *  *  •  mind  of  Pwn.TP  II  frustrated  the  victory,  and  the  great  opportunity  was 
lost.  It  is  well  known  that  when  Chablbs  V  received  the  first  tidings  of  the  glorious 
battle,  in  his  retirement  at  Yuste,  he  made  up  his  mind  that  hts  son  must  be  in  full 
march  upon  Paris ;  and  when  fiillen  flrom  his  expectation,  he  sunk  into  one  of  his  fits 
of  deep  gloom,  and  reftised  to  open  Ihrther  dispatches."  Gallbbsa^b  History  qf 
Piedmont. 


^^SeydlitE,  with  his  conquering  regiments,  lay  reorganized  behind  Zomdorf. 
Undaunted  amidst  the  general  alarm,  he  excited  sixty-one  squadrons  to  fresh  exertions, 
by  shouting  —  *  My  children^  JbUow  me!^  *  Wb  follow,'  answered  his  brave  ♦  ♦. 
men  with  one  accord.  His  weU  known  voice  was  in  their  ears ;  his  glorious  example 
beamed  before  them. 

**  DashlQg  through  the  gaps  in  the  Prussian  line,  the  whole  mass  *  -  *  rushed 
upon  the  foe.  The  Russians  slightly  disordered,  as  before,  by  their  own  successes, 
could  not  withstand  the  onset :  *  *  fled  in  conftision,  and  were  driven  in  the 
morass  under  Quartschen."    Capt.  Lawlbt*8  Qen.  SeydUtM. 


»4 


WxLUAX  (in  of  England)  lost  the  fruits  of  his  victory  at  the  Boyne  by  not  press- 
ing the  Irish  on  their  retreat.  Drogheda,  a  nominal  fortress,  without  ramparts, 
bastions,  or  outworks,  with  only  seven  iron  cannon,  a  garrison  of  twelve  hundred  men, 
and  A  cowardly  governor,  arrested  his  career  but  a  single  day.  Three  more  days 
elapsed  before  his  entry  into  Dublin,  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles  only.  He  thus 
gave  his  enemies  leisure  to  retreat  and  opportunity  to  reorganize.  Even  then,  it  was 
not  too  late  to  press  and  pursue  with  bis  whole  force.  The  fortifications  of  Limerick 
had  moldered  to  decay ;  he  gave  the  Irish  time  to  repair  and  add  to  them.  He  divided 
his  forces,  sending  Douglas  with  ten  thousand  men  to  besiege  Athlone,  while  he  with 
the  remainder  marched  southward  along  the  coast.  Before  Athlone,  Douglas  sustained 
a  signal  defeat.  Williax  himself  did  no  more  than  take  Wexford,  which  was  betrayed, 
and  Clonmel,  which  was  ungarrisoned— petty  conquests,  interposing  delay,  when  expe- 
dition waa  essential."   O'Conob's  *"  JfOOtary  History  qf  the  Irish  ITdtion.^* 
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We  now  know  that  the  Sikh  power  was  completely  broken  by  the  repeated  heavy 
blows  of  MuDKif  Fkbozsshah,  Aliwal  and  Sobbaoh;  but  snch  was  not  then  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  and  there  was  not  wanting  many,  even  In  high  places,  to  solemnly  warn 
the  governor-general  agalnat  crossing  the  SuUeJ ;  as  some  of  them  said,  *  only  to  be 
driven  back  with  disgrace.'  Better  men  declared  that  we  had  not  means  to  lay  Bici;e  to 
Gobindgurh  and  Lahore,  and  that,  without  snch  means  it  wonld  be  injudicions  to  cross. 
While  thns  pressed  on  the  spot,  there  had  been  for  some  time  as  Impressive  sugges- 
tions Arom  irresponsible  persons  elsewhere  to  advance  and  hazard  all  in  the  Punjab, 
before  our  train  and  ammunition  had  come  up.  The  governor-general's  practical  com- 
mon sense  steered  him  safsly  between  these  extremes.  He  waited  an  hour  beyond  the 
arrival  of  the  siege-train ;  he  felt  that  all  now  depended  on  Tlm^  on  dosing  the  war 
before  the  hot  season  could  set  in  on  our  European  troops,  entailing  death  in  a  hundred 
shapes  on  all  ranks,  and  the  expenses  of  another  campaign  on  the  Government."  Sib 
HxHBT  MoNTooxBBT  L^WBEZTOX^a  Estoyt^  MUUaty  <md  lUUioal,  written  in  India ; 
London,  1869. 


"  Moreover,  Ahithofhkl  said  unto  Absalom,  *  Let  me  now  choose  ont  twelve 
thousand  men,  and  I  will  arise' and  pursue  after  Davxd  this  night.  And  I  will  come 
upon  him  while  he  is  weary  and  weak-handed,  and  will  make  him  afraid,  and  aU  the 
people  that  are  with  him  shall  flee.*  "—2d  Sax  :  xvil. 


^*  The  Prince  (of  Wahlstadt,  Blucbxb)  had  a  very  prompt  and  penetrating  eye.  If 
he  said,  '  That  village  there,  those  heights,  or  that  copse  must  be  taken,'  or  *  this  or 
that  wing,  or  the  center  must  advance,  in  order  to  prevent  snch  one  or  another  result,* 
in  every  case  the.  order  was  apposite,  and  perfectly  practical.  In  such  wise,  alone  was 
the  battle  of  Laon,  the  key  to  (the  capture  of)  Paris  (in  1814)  won.  Nafolxon  himself 
exerted  all  hie  might  to  break  the  right  vring  and  center  (of  Blughxb),  and  get  posses- 
sion of  the  direct  road  to  Laot(.  The  Prince  patiently  observed  the  changes  of  the 
struggle,  even  until  evening;  at  length  he  spoke :  *  Now  it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  this 
business.*  Then  he  took  out  his  watch  and  gave  the  order  accordingly,  ^  to  make  a 
general  attack  at  a  designated  time ;  Yobk  especially  shall  pass  lh»m  his  defensive  to 
an  offensive  as  fierce  as  his  force  will  permit ;  let  him  set  fire  to  the  adjacent  village 
and  rout  the  French  and  pursue  them  as  fiercely  and  as  ihr  as  circumstances  wil^ 
permit.'  A  decided  victory  was  the  result,  in  which  Yobk  had  the  greatest  share.** 
BixsKX's  JUufCher, 

It  is  very  questionable  if  any  portion  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  ever  fought  as  well — ^perhaps  "well"  is  not  the  word 
—  rather,  ever  showed  more  bulldog  pluck  than  HEiNTZBLZkLAN's 
corps  at  Williamsburg.  Not  that  this  glorious  army  did  not 
fight  marvelously  well  on  other  occasions;  but  Wellington 
admitted  that  troops  green  to  fire  often  face  death  with  more 
reckless  enthusiasm  than  veterans  who  have  learned  from  expe- 
rience the  folly  of  exposing  themselves  needlessly.  The  "  Iron 
Duke  "  spoke  of  the  young  British  officers  who  had  never  been 
under  fire  before,  hastening  to  meet  death  at  Waterloo  as  gaily 
as  if  they  were  g'bing  to  a  ball  Perhaps  one  reason  for  this 
apparent  indifference  arises  from  the  fact  that  men  of  a  brave 
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nation  do  not  learn,  before  they  have  gone  through  one  sharp 
battle,  to  appreciate  its  dangers. 

Lieutenant  Lamping — so  frequently  quoted  in  the  chapters 
relating  to  Kearny  in  Algiers  —  who  served  with  the  French 
Foreign  Legion  in  Africa,  uses  the  following  language  in  regard 
to  his  "  baptism  of  fire :" 

^^  This  was  my  first  battle  in  the  open  field,  and  I  cannot  say 
that  it  made  much  impression  upon  me.  My  imagination  had 
pictured  the  terrors  of  the  scene  so  vividly  to  me  that  the  real- 
ity fell  far  short  of  it.'  I  was  moreover  prepared  for  it  by  all 
manner  of  perils  by  land  and  by  sea.  I  have  frequently  ob- 
served that  men  of  lively  imagination  (and  accordingly  most 
southrons)  have  a  greater  dread  of  fancied  than  of  real  dangers. 
Before  the  decisive  moment  arrives,  they  have  exhausted  all  the 
terrors  of  death  and  are  prepared  for  the  worst.  The  cold, 
phlegmatic  northerner,  on  the  contrary,  goes  with  greater  cool- 
ness into  battle,  but  often  finds  it  worse  than  he  expected^" 

Marshal  Ney,  afler  explaining  to  General  Dumas  his  manoBu- 
vres  at  Lutren,  in  1813,  which  decided  tlie  day,  added :  "  I  had  * 
only  battalions  of  conscripts  (new  levies),  and  I  have  reason  to 
congratulate  myself  on  it ;  and  doubt  whether  I  could  have 
done  the  same  thing  with  the  old  Grenadiers  of  the  Guard.  I 
had  before  me  the  best  of  the  enemy's  troops,  the  whole  of  the 
Prussian  Guards ;  our  bravest  grenadiers  afler  having  twice  fail- 
ed, would,  perhaps,  not  have  carried  the  village ;  but  I  led  these 
brave  children  Jive  times  to  the  charge^  and  their  docility,  per- 
haps, too,  their  inexperience,  served  me  better  than  veteran 
courage ;  the  French  Infantry  is  never  too  young." 

-It  is  curious  ta  <:ontemplate  the  effects  of  the  same  causes 
upon  difierent  individuals,  and  the  reader  will  find  a  result  simi- 
lar to  that  at  which  Lamping  reached  by  a  difierent  process  of 
thought,  in  one  of  the  actors  at  Williamsburg,  quoted  a  little 
furthor  on.  Brevet  Major  W.  B.  (then  Second  Lieutenant  in  the 
Fifth  Excelsior)  describes  Williamsburgh  (where  he  commanded 
his  company)  as  the  hottest  fight  he  ever  was  in,  Chancellorsville 
coming  next  in  severity ;  Gettysburg,  in  his  opinion,  fell  far 
short  of  both,  although  his  brigade  (Excelsior)  did  the  hardest 
kind  of  fighting  on  the  second  day  (2d  July^  Thursday),  on  the 

84 
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left,  repulsing  Longstreet's  tunring  movement.  ^The  lines  were 
closer  together  when  they  exchanged  fires  at  Williamsburg 
than  on  any  other  occasion^  He  himself  cut  down  and  preserved 
a  sapling,  which  only  made  a  good  stout  cane,  yet,  nevertheless, 
had  been  hit  by  nine  bullets. 

Major  C.  S.  W.,  First  New  York  Artillery — who  made  his 
debui  in  this  battle,  served  throughout  the  war  with  distinction, 
and  was  brevetted  Brigadier-General  at  a  time  when  brevets 
were  indeed  worth  something  —  has  often  remarked  that  the 
troops,  on  this  sombre  May  day,  marched  up  under  fire  just  as 
lines  are  represented  going  into  battle  in  pictures.'  It  is  very 
unlikely  if  he  exposed  himself  with  such  total  disregard  of  self 
again.  Kearny  often  spoke  of  this  officer's  conduct  on  this 
occasion,  and,  highest  commendation  for  an  old  soldier,  said 
that  the  green  volunteer  behaved  as  well  as  any  regular  (mean- 
ing veteran)  could  have  done. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  our  troops  should  have  behaved 
well  at  Williamsburg.  They  had  been  disgusted  with  lying 
in  the  mud  throughout  the  previous  fall  and  winter,  blockaded, 
as  it  were,  or  held  in  check  by  9^ phantom  enemy,  whose  unrecdity 
had  been  dissipated  by  Kearny's  sudden  dash  on  Gentreville 
and  into  Manassas.  They  burned  to  avenge  Ball's  Bluff;  Drain- 
ville  had  taught  them  what  a  vigorous  attempt  to  do  something 
could  accomplish.  The  inaction  before  Yorktown  had  not  im- 
proved their  temper ;  they  felt  their  strength ;  they  knew  their 
capability,  and  they  longed  to  measure  themselves  with  rebels 
who  had  vanished  from  the  battle  field,  which  they  claimed  as  a 
great  Southern  victory,  and  wees  not,  and  had  eluded  them  in 
those  fortified  lines  where  Cornwalus  surrendered  to  Wash- 
ington. 

Fortunately,  the  troops  who  led  the  Union  advance  up  the 
Peninsula  had  been  attempered  into  a  steel  lance-blade,  who§e 
point  was  that  "  Fighting  Joe  "  who  crowned  a  long  series  of 
desperate  conflicts  by  the  escalade  of  Lookout  Mountain,  that 
nonpariel  "  battle  above  the  clouds." 

Hooker  led  his  men  into  action  and  disposed  of  them  with 
the  calm  intrepidity  of  a  practised  leader.  His  presence  held 
his  men  up  against  fearful  odds ;  and  when  they  had  to  give 
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ground  (his  single  division  had  to  sustain  the  attack  of  far  out- 
numbering forces,  gradually  increasing  to  quadruple  its  own ; 
we  took  prisoners  from  forty  rebel  regiments),  he  became  a  sort 
of  Providence,  exercising  an  influence  of  which  none  but  the 
bravest  of  the  brave  are  capable  of;  so  that  his  troops  gathered 
around  him  as  a  centre  and  a  strong  and  unshakable  tower,  to 
make  their  last  desperate  stand.  Still,  even  he  could  not  have 
held  them  up  to  such  work  had  not  the  troops  felt,  had  not  each 
soldier  known,  that  the  man  who  was  coming  up  t(?  relieve  them 
was  that  fearless  twin-spirit,  who  would  do  all  that  could  be 
done  to  convert  a  momentary  check  into  a  victory.  They  knew 
that  Kearny  would  strain  every  nerve ;  that  he  valued  "  Fight- 
ing Joe,"  and  that  Hooker  valued  "  Fighting  Phil."  Together 
they  had  fought  in  Mexico ;  amid  manifold  perils  they  had 
learned  to  estimate  each  other  at  their  full  worth ;  and  they 
relied  upon  each  other  with  the  assurance  only  such  men  can 
feel  and  inspire.  Hard  pressed,  and  aware  that  his  troops  were 
nearly  exhausted.  Hooker  felt  —  and  so  expressed  himself — 
abandoned  by  those  who  should  have  been  the  first  to  support 
him.  In  anguish  of  spirit  at  his  needless  loss  —  needless  had  he 
been  duly  succored — he  recorded  his  sense  of  this  abandonment 
in  language  which,  however  bitter,  the  peoj^le  feel  was  very  near 
the  truth :  "  History  will  not  be  believed  when  it  is  told  that 
the  noble  officers  and  men  of  my  division  were  permitted  to 
carry  on  this  unequal  struggle  from  morning  till  night,  unaided, 
in  the  presence  of  more  than  thirty  thousand  of  their  comrades 
with  arms  in  their  hands.    Nevertheless  it  is  true." 

Hooker  was  perfectly  right,  and  acted  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  war,  when  he  attacked  the  retreating 
rebels  at  Williamsburg.  He  would  have  violated  those  rules 
had  he  not  done  so.  To  press  Tiome  a  retreating  foe  is  just  what 
our  generals  always  ought  to  have  done,  and  just  exactly  as 
Hooker  did.  The  rebels  also,  in  this  fight,  were  true  to  their 
principles— never  to  shun  a  fight  when  they  expected  to  be  able 
to  do  a  greater  proportional  damage  to  us  than  they  thought  wo 
could  do  to  them ;  and  to  reinforce  their  rear  guard  to  insure  its 
being  able  to  make  a  decided  stand  even  though  they  sacrificed 
that  rear  guard,  as  at  Falling  Waters,  so  that  they  saved  their 
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main  army  and  their  material.  None  of  their  generals  seemed 
to  value  human  life ;  but  then  they  always  required  an  equiva-  • 
lent  for  their  prodigality  of  blood — always,  except  at  Gettys- 
burg. There,  however,  for  the  first  time,  Lee  acted  upon  open 
ground,  where  his  actions  could  be  discerned ;  and  there  he 
demonstrated  that  he  was  not  the  general  his  admirers  claimed 
*  him  to  be,  and  that  all  his  reputation  jiad  been  built  up  on  the 
ability  of  his  subordinates,  and  the  errors  and  negligence  of  his 
opponents.    * 

But  enough  of  this  argument.  Hooker  did  attack,  and 
bravely,  in  the  same  spirit  that  Sherman,  two  years  afterward 
(27th  June,  1864),  assaulted  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  claiming 
that  his  daring  feat  *'  produced  good  fruits  and  demonstrated 
to  General  Johnston  (who  commanded  on  the  Peninsula  in  May, 
1862)  that  I  would  assault,  and  that  boldly."  Hooker's  division 
seemed  about  to  experience  the  fate  of  the  assaulting  column 
amid  the  Georgia  Appallachians,  and  would  have  done  so  had 
he  not  had  Phil.  Kearny  to  appeal  to  for  support,  and  Phil. 
Kearny  to  respond  to  his  appeal  and  to  answer  promptly  and 
efficiently  the  summons  of  Hooker  for  the  reinforcements 
necessary  to  preserve  and  maintain  his  soldierly  honor  and  his 
division's  existence. 

The  facts  are  these :  Through  storm  and  mire,  and  loitering 
afler  loitering  regiments,  brigades  and  divisions.  Hooker  sent 
word  back  to  Kearny,  furthest  in  the  rear,  to  hurry  forward. 
Other  regiments  intervened,  but  his  trust  was  in  Kearny. 
"  Tell  Hooker  I  am  coming,"  said  Kearnt,  whose  division  was 
the  last  to  leave  the  lines  at  Torktown.  These  were  his  words 
to  the  aid  who  brought  him  Hooker's  message ;  and  Kearny, 
the  last  to  whom  such  an  appeal,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  have  been  made,  was  the  first  to  come  up  and  save 
Hooker.  Yes,  saved  Hooker  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  aa 
Stevenson  testifies  in  his  history  of  the  "  Excelsior,  or  Sickles 
Brigade." 

Captain  F.  E.  G.  wrote  as  follows  in  this  connection :  "  I  had 
not  the  honor  of  fighting  under  your  illustrious  relative,  the  la- 
mented Phil.  Kearny,  but  I  did  have  the  honor  of  seeing  him 
on  more  than  one  battlefield ;  and  especially  do  I  remember  the 
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joy  I  experienced  on  seeing  him  come  up  the  road  at  the  battle 
of  Williamsburg.  I  cheered  him  then,  standing  in  mud  a  foot 
deep,  with  the  tears  trickling  down  my  cheeks  for  joy.  He 
saved  our  division^  and  who  can  tell  how  much  more  ?  " 

"1  shall  never  forget,"  said  Brevet  Major  W.  B., "  the  arrival 
of  the  brave  General  Kearny  and  his  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Williamsburg,  on  May  6,  1862.  I  at  that  time  was  a  second 
lieutenant,  in  command  of  my  company  (Company  I,  Fifth  Regi- 
ment, Excelsior  Brigade).  The  Excelsior  Brigade,  except  one 
'  regiment  —  the  Second  Excelsior  Seventy-first  New  York  Vol- 
unteers —  together  with  the  rest  of  Hooker's  division,  had  been 
engaged  in  the  battle,  and  at  the  time  of  Kearny's  reaching 
the  battle  field  the  whole  division  was  well  fought  out,  as  the 
list  of  killed  and  wounded  will  attest.  We  had  been  forced 
back  a  full  half  mile  from  where  we  had  fought  in  the  morning, 
and  our  wounded  in  the  hospital  were  in  great  danger,  not  only 
from  capture,  but  since  the  enemy's  projectiles  were  visiting 
them.  When  General  Kearny  arrived,  he  passed  through  our 
lines  and  soon  retook  the  lost  ground,  and,  after  a  short  but  gal- 
lant fight,  he  made  the  battle  of  Williamsbui*g  a  victory. 

"  When  the  Excelsior  Brigade  was  forced  back  at  the  battle 
of  Williamsburg,  May  5,  1862,  two  guns  were  left  loaded  and 
primed,  all  ready  to  fire,  by  the  artillery,  but  no  artillery-man 
was  there  to  fire  them.  A  second  lieutenant  belonging  to 
Company  F,  Fifth  Regiment,  Excelsior  Brigade,  by  the  name 
of  Squier  (a  brother  of  Mr.  Squier,  so  long  connected  with 
Frank  Leslie's  paper),  discovered  that  the  guns  were  loaded 
and  stood  by  them;  and  when  our  troops  had  fallen  to  the  rear 
of  these  guns,  and  the  rebels,  hard  pressing  them,  made  their 
appearance,  he  pulled  the  lanyards,  and  the  rebels,  not  forget- 
ting the  days  of  masked  batteries,  thought  it  was  all  a  Yankee 
trick  our  falling  back,  and  they  immediately  retired ;  and  before 
they  recovered  General  Kearny  had  arrived,  and  then  the  day 
y,2iA  safe," 

There  is  no  question  but  that  Kearny  fully  appreciated  the 
work  before  him  from  the  outset.     Brevet  Brigadier-General  C. 

S.  W establishes  this  when  he  states  that  he  saw  Kearny's 

division  drawn  out  ready  to  move  on  the  first  intimation,  long 
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before  any  orders  were  issued  to  that  effect.  De  Trobriand 
says  that  from  the  start  Kearny  felt  that  ^^  Stoneman  had  the 
whole  rebel  rear  guard  on  his  hands  "  on  the  evening  of  the  4th, 
and  that  Heintzelman's  aid  confirmed  the  exactitude  of  Kear- 
ney's conjectures  when,  next  day,  about  11  a.  m.,  this  aid  en- 
countered the  advancing  succors,  westward  of  the  Brick  Church, 

Full  justice  has  never  been  done,  hitherto,  by  any  historian 
of  the  war,  to  the  battle  of  Williamsburg.  In  many  of  its  fea- 
tures it  was  one  of  those  conflicts  which  ought  to  be  remembered 
in  the  catalogue  of  decisive  battles.  It  decided  one  fact — that 
the  men  of  the  North  were  not  the  men  which  their  detractors 
had  pictured  them ;  that  if  any  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
would  fight  and  stand  up  to  their  work  under  every  disadvan- 
tage, Northerners  would;  that  they  would  fight  as  well  as 
Southerners,  if  not  better,  and  endure  as  much,  if  not  more. 
They  were  no  longer  QtnRnES  (citizens),  but  HipiTES  (soldiers). 

In  this  battle  Kearny  showed  himself  also  in  his  true  colors. 
If  any  man  doubted  that  he  would  fulfill  ail  that  report  had 
ascribed  to  him,  that  doubt  was  set  at  rest  forever.  He  justi- 
fied the  opinion  of  one  of  those  generals  (whose  name  the  snarl- 
ing but  capable  Gurowski  declared  "ought  to  corruscate  as 
the  purest  light  of  patriotism  for  future  generations ;  one  who 
never  fails  where  honor  and  patriotism  are  to  be  sustained  '*), 
Major-General  A.  A.  Hu3Cphreys,  now  Chief  of  Engineers  — 
who  wrote  "  that  Kearny's  action,  by  universal  testimony,  was 
magnificent."  The  words  of  Blucher's  biographer,  Bieskb,  in 
regard  to  his  hero,  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  Kearny,  an 
identically  parallel  character :  "  Fifteen  years  Blucher  lived  in 
his  retirement  very  happily  [Kearny  spent  ten  years  in  luxu- 
rious ease]  as  he  declared,  and  yet  proved  (when  the  time  came) 
that,  with  his  characteristic  resolution,  whatever  he  willed  to 
do  he  could  accomplish." 

"  One  memorabje  fact  which  you  ought  not  to  forget  in  your 
narrative  of  that  fight,"  are  Hooker's  own  words  in  a  letter  to 
the  author, was  that  Kearny's  division  was  the  last  to  leave  York, 
town,  and  was  the  first  to  come  to  my  assistance."  The  reader 
must  almost  have  been  in  such  a  predicament  to  conceive  the 
fiery  impatience  of  Kearny,  as  he  waded  rather  than  marched 
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forward,  appreciating  the  due  need  of  his  friend,  like  Damon 
flying  to  save  his  Pythias,  under*  the  suspended  ax.  The  rever- 
berations of  the  battle  —  like  the  thunder  of  a  tempest  afar  oft' 
—  deadened  into  an  ominous  hum  by  the  distance,  the  interven- 
ing forests  and  the  pouring  rain,  must  have  inflamed  his  deter- 
mination to  press  on,  and  have  quickened  his  ardent  thirst  to 
make  the  name  he  knew  he  only  required  the  opportunity  to 
win,  had  not  the  necessity  of  straining  every  nerve  to  gain  the 
field  before  it  was  too  late  to  rescue  Hooker,  roused  his  fiery 
nature  into  almost  superhuman  energy.  Then,  after  he  had 
passed  the  brick  church,  the  cannon  shots  that  almost  immedi- 
ately began  to  "  lob  in  "  from  the  still  unseen  guns,  soon  told 
their  own  tale.  "  Lob  in  "  is  an  ultra  English  expression,  but  it 
is  very  significant,  denoting  the  heavy  or  lazy  faU  into  mud, 
distinctive  of  single  shots  at  long  range.  These  were  soon  suc- 
ceeded by  the  spiteful  rattling,  roll  and  crash  of  the  musketry 
nigh  at  hand,,  and  then  Kearny's  division,  stooping  upon  the 
furious  battle  field,  realized  Voltaire's  description  of  Cumber- 
land's infantry  at  Fontenoy : 


*'  On  the  wings  of  the  wind,  like  a  stonn-clond  its  ranks, 
Bearing  lightning  and  thunder  and  death  in  its  flanks. 


M 


Nor  was  his  conduct  to  Hooker  less  generous  or  worthy  of 
note.  Like  BotrppLBRS  at  Malplaquet,  he  would  not  supersede 
Hooker  on  the  field  of  his  glory,  but  left  him  the  direction,  as 
the  hero  of  Lille  yielded  the  first  place  to  Vili^rs  ;  even  as 
OuTRAM  waived  his  rank  in  favor  of  Havelock,  and  allowed 
the  latter  to  complete  the  task  he  had  so  nobly  begun,  of  reliev- 
ing Lucknow ;  even  as  Niel,  the  superior  of  Havelock,  was 
content  with  being  his  coadjutor  and  with  lending  him  all  the 
assistance  in  his  power  in  achieving  the  success  of  a  cause  both 
had  so  greatly  and  nearly  at  heart. 

In  regard  to  the  hour  when  E[earnt  got  on  the  ground, 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion.  Kearny  himself  says 
2  p.  >[.  One  of  his  aides-de-camp,  in  a  letter*  from  the  battle- 
field, fixes  2:30  p.  ic  Subsequently,  in  conversation,  the  same 
aid  stated  that  Kearny  ordered  him  to  keep  the  time,  and  he 
did  so ;  that  the  actual  record  was  lost,  but  that  he  knew  that 
Kearny  got  up  at  2:30  p.  m.,  and  that  his  regiments  were  en- 
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gaged  at  3  p.  K.  Hkintzblman  testifies  to  the  earlier  hoar  of 
2:30  p.  M. ;  and  the  Svening  PosVs  war  correspondent  corrobo- 
rates Kbarny^s  own  opinion  of  2  p.  ic  Were  not  this  all-snffi- 
cient  to  establish  the  Kearny  side  of  the  controTersy  as  to  time, 
the  following  method  of  arriving  at  the  truth  is  unanswerable, 
because  it  is  confirmatory  evidence,  unbiassed  and  totally  disin- 
terested— a  perfectly  mathematical  method  of  demonstrating 
the  truth  like  a  proposition : 

Major,  then  Lieutenant,  W.  B.  (who  distinctly  remembers 
Kearny's  arrival  on  the  field,  working  or  jerking  the  stump  of 
his  left  arm  as  he  was  accustomed  to  do  when  excited)  declares 
that  he  did  not  come  up  until  4  p.  m.  The  major  admits  that 
the  fight  commenced  at  7  a.  m.  Hooker  states  7:30  a.  m.,  in 
his  report ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  he  brought  on  the  fight  by 
a  daring  reconnaissance  with  his  staff  as  soon  as  it  was  Ught. 
It  is  almost  certain  it  began  at  an  earlier  hour —  about  daybreak. 
Db  Trobriand  says  that  Hbintzblman'Si  aid  charged  with  seek- 
ing reinforcements  stated,  when  they  met,  that  the  fight  had 
lasted  over  four  hours.  This  was  at  the  Brick  Church.  From 
this  point  to  Fort  Magruder  was  three  miles  in  an  air  line ;  to 
the  real  fighting  not  over  this  distance  by  the  road.  Giving 
De  Trobriand  from  one  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours  to  over- 
come all  the  intervening  difiiculties,  and  become  engaged,  brings 
it  down  to  1  p.  M.  He  says  he  had  been  actively  engaged  for 
about  an  hour,  when  a  rapidly-developing  'fire  on  his  left  hand 
relieved  his  mind.  This  was  Kbarny,  at  2  p.  m.  Consequently, 
Db  Trobriand,  a  disinterested  witness,  proves  that  Kearny 
was  not  only  on  the  field  but  had  brought  quite  a  large  portion 
of  his  force  into  action  by  2  p.  m.  As  Kearny^s  reports  are 
very  detailed,  it  is  needless  to  enter  further  into  the  develop- 
ments of  the  battle,  and  the  reader's  attention  is  now  invited  to 
some  interesting  statements  from  the  correspondence  of  the 
general  and  his  friends.  The  following  letter,  written  almost 
on  the  battlefield  by  one  of  Kearny's  aids,  will  give  a  pretty 
fietir  general  idea  of  the  fight,  and  prove  of  interest  as  a  contem- 
poraneous narrative,  thrown  together  almost  by  the  light  of  the 
conflict : 
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"  I  am  safe.  You  must  have  heard  of  our  action  by  this  time, 
though  I  know  at  first  the  papers  did  not  know  any  thing  of  it. 
On  the  day  of  the  battle  (Monday,  6th),  we  were  encamped 
about  two  miles  beyond  Yorktown,  on  the  road  to  Williams- 
burg. General  Hhintzelman,  with  Hooker's  division,  was  in 
advance.  We  were  ready  to  start  early,  but  did  not,  on  account 
of  awaiting  orders.  We  commenced  our  march  at  about  eight, 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  we  could  get  on,  the  roads 
being  very  bad  on  account  of  the  rain  which  had  fallen  since 
three  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  continued  most  of  the  rest  of  the  day. 
Just  before  we  reached  the  Brick  Church,  orders  came  that  we 
should  advance  as  fast  as  possible,  that  Hookeb  was  hotly 
engaged.  General  Kbasnt,  after  giving  his  orders  to  his 
generals,  moved  on  ahead  to  investigate  the  roads.  After  he 
had  gained  a  full  knowledge  he  returned  to  the  redoubt  thrown 
up,  which  at  one  place  commands  the  main  road,  though  not 
the  one  which  we  took,  which  latter  was  a  cart-road,  entering 
the  main  road  behind  {i,  e.  turning)  the  redoubt. 

^^  As  soon  as  Berry's  division  came  up,  the  General  leading, 
we  shortly  after  reached  General  Heintzelman,"  who,  with 
Hooker's  assistance  *^  was  holding  up  the  Excelsioi-s,  who  had 
done  well  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day,  but  were  disheartened 
by  heavy  loss.  General  Heintzelman,  when  he  saw  it  was 
useless  to  endeavor  to  get  them  to  advance,  ordered  General 
Kearny  to  advance,  who  was  only  too  glad  to  do  so.  General 
Kearny  and. General  Hooker  (who,  by  the  way,  earlier  in  the 
day  had  a  horse  shot  under  him)  led,  followed  by  their  staffs; 
then  came  General  Berry's  brigadge. 

"  Let  me  now  describe  the  country,  and  then  the  action ;  let 
me  also  mention  that  it  was  owing  entirely  to  Kearny's  coming 
up  when  he  did,  that  the  day  was  won.  The  road  to  Williams- 
burg is  almost  entirely  through  the  woods,  except  in  one  or  two 
places.  Where  the  battle  (actual  fighting)  took  place,  was  on 
the  confines  of  the  woods ;  here  the  rebels  had  dug  rifle-pits, 
which  they  covered  or  protected  with  abatis.  Behind  these 
were  works — ^that  is,  several  forts. 

[Here  follows  an  original  rough  draft  of  it,  drawn  on  the  field, 
which  was  the  clearest  that  was  sent  home  or  published.] 

35 
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^^Beiog  on  the  staff,  I  saw  most  of  the  action,  for  my  duties 
calling  me  hither  and  thither  enabled  me  to  observe  more  than 
one  whose  position  was  more  stationary. 

[The  writer  was  engaged  in  his  appropriate  dnty  at  the  front 
daring  the  fighting,  and  after  the  fray  was  over  attending  to 
the  wounded,  and  collecting  and  bringing  forward  the  dead, 
among  them  two  comrades  on  the  staff.] 

"  Just  before  you  reach  the  open  country,  you  come  to  a  hol- 
low, and  on  the  left  of  the  road  a  stream  (emptying  unto  Col- 
lege creek,  an  affluent  of  the  James.)  General  Esabkt  rode 
himself  up  to  the  cannon,  which,  placed  on  a  little  rise,  com- 
manded the  road  (these  guns  were  at  the  time  unsupported)  so 
as  to  see  on  what  ground  he  was  to  act.  He  then  rode  to  the 
left  of  the  road,  the  bullets  whizzing  around  us.  Ibvikg  says' 
of  Washington,  t)iat  after  the  first  fight  he  wrote  to  his 
brother,  ^  the  bullets  whistled  around  me,  and  really  the  sound 
was  delightful.'  When  spoken  to  in  after  years  in  reference 
to  this  gasconade,  he  remarked  that  *  if  he  had  said  so,  it  was 
when  he  had  not  heard  many.'  Now  this  was  the  first  time  I 
had  heard  the  bullets  whistle,  and  I  can  tell  you  it  is  not 
delightful — ^not  even  pleasing.  But  though  the  sound  does  not 
become  familiar,  the  thoughts  getting  engrossed,  you  forget  the 
sound,  or  rather  forget  to  hear  them. 

^^  General  Keabnt  ordered  General  Bebby  to  occupy  the 
woods  to  the  left  and  a  little  to  the  right,  which  he  did.  This 
movement  retook  our  lost  pieces,  or  rather  some  of  them. 

"  On  our  right  was  De  Trobbiand's  (56th  N.  T.  V.,  the 
Lafayette  Guard)  and  some  other  troops  of  Hookeb's  division. 
It  appears,  from  what  I  can  learn,  that  Hookeb  kind  of  stumbled 
upon  the  enemy's  works  in  the  morning.  Major  Chables  S. 
Wainwright  placed  his  guns  and  silenced  the  battery  of  the 
enemy.  The  enemy's  fire  was  very  heavy  upon  his  (C.  S.  W.'s) 
gunners,  and  the  supporting  regiment  was  driven  from  the 
guns,  or  whether  Hookeb  thought  it  better  to  lose  the  guns,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  enemy's  flanking  him,  I  do  not  know. 

^^  Well,  when  we  came  up  we  gained  steadily  on  the  enemy. 
We  reached  the  scene  of  action  about  half-past  two ;  the  fight- 
ing ceased  at  six-thirty  or  seven ;  we  having  followed  the  enemy 
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to  his  ramparts.  At  daybreak  General  Kearnt,  leading  with 
Brigadier-General  Bebnbt's  brigade,  took  Fort  Magruder. 
General  Jameson,  another  of  onr  brigadier-generals,  marched 
on  and  entered  Williamsburg,  throwing  out  one  regiment  as 
skirmishers,  supported  by  the  rest  beyond  the  town.  At  about 
noon  we  received  orders  to  remain  near  Williamsburg. 

**  Two  of  our  aides  were  killed,  A.  A.  G.  James  Wilson  and 
Lieutenant  Barnard.  They  were  killed  leading  an  assault ; 
the  first  shot  through  the  head  with  the  ball  of  a  fowling  rifle, 
most  likely  by  a  half-breed  Indian.  After  the  battle  we  found 
several  dead,  and  the  prisoners  said  there. was  a  company  of 
them  used  as  sharpshooters.  Barnard  was  shot  through  the 
abdomen.    He  lived  a  little  time,  and  was  perfectly  sensible. 

*^  General  Kearnt  exposed  himself  continually.  At  one  time 
he  and  Lieutenant  Moore  and  another  of  his  aides  were  in 
advance  of  our  guns  when  one  of  our  soldiers  cried  *  take  care, 
sir,  they  aim  at  you.*  They  had  scarcely  time  to  turn  their 
horses  when  a  volley  whistled  by.  At  another  time  he  rode  up 
to  the  Fire  Zouaves,  whose  Colonel  it  is  feared  is  taken  prisoner, 
saying  *  where  is  your  Colonel,  boys.'  *  We  don't  know,'  was 
the  response.  ^  Well  then  follow  me,'  and  he  led  tllem  to  a  gal- 
lant charge.*    Continually  he  exposed  himself.    Our  men  were 

*  This  was  sabfitantlaUy  the  reply  of  Lton  at  Wilson's  creek,  and  it  wonld  be  as  jnSt 
to  charge  him  with  reckless  exposure  as  to  condemn  Kxabmt  for  a  similar  devoted 
gallantry.  Both  felt  that  example  was  the  necessity  of  the  hour  and  foigot  self  in 
cause  and  coontiy.    **To  call  the  deaths  of  Ltoh  and  Bakxb  *  military  suicide/ as 

has  done,  is  a  cruel  aspersion  upon  the  dead,  against  which  they  cannot  defend 

themselTes,  and  he  has  no  right,  sitting  safely  at  home  and  knowing  nothing  of  the 
circumstances,  and  nerer  having  seen  active  service,  to  write  and  publish  such  an 
article  as  his." 

Circumstances  must  govern  in  all  cases.  Onr  men  are  not  veterans.  The  flict  must 
not  be  forgotten.  They  must  be  led.  You  cannot  order  them  forward  and  expect  them 
to  go  alone.  You  cannot  station  them  in  a  heavy  lire  and  expect  them  to  remain  with- 
out flinching,  unless  supported  and  controlled,  though  they  be  the  bravest  men  on 
earth.  Example  la  every  thing ;  a  sio^  word,  the  turning  of  a  hair  may  sway  than,  so 
as  to  make  all  the  difference  between  a  fight  and  a  flight,  and  this  is  not  from  flckle- 
ness.  They  are  Intelligent  and  reasoning  beings.  They  are  not  afraid  to  do  whatever 
jon  are  not  afraid  to  lead  them  in  yoursell  But  if  th^y  suspect  yon  of  flinching,  there 
is  something  impossible  or  something  going  wrong,  and  they  are  like  sheep  without  a 
shepherd.  Thus  may  one  flrm  man  support  a  whole  corps,  and  that  one  must  be  their 
•eader.  They  absolutely  lean  on  him,  relying  on  his  superior  Judgment,  and  thus  can 
he  control  them  in  time  of  emergency,  after  they  have  learned  the  power  of  hit  support, 
and  not  before.  They  gradually  learn  this  meemerically,  unerringly.  Inexperienced 
troops  must  be  led,  and  you  all  knOw  the  vital  Importance  of  their  having  olBcan  reli- 
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brave.  We  had  five  regiments  engaged  contending  against^ 
great  odds.  Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing  is  over 
four  hundred.  The  enemy's  is  very  much  greater.  A  com- 
missary, a  mere  boy,  said  he  wished  to  go  into  the  fight.  He 
is  a  crack  shot,  and  he  scarcely  reached  the  fighting  before  a 
rebel  fired,  the  ball  grazing  his  hair.  As  the  rebel  was  near  he 
dropped  the  rifle,  drew  a  revolver  and  shot  him  dead,  saying  it 
was  a  shame  to  use  a  rifle  where  a  pistol  could  be  used.  Another 
boy  went  into  the  fight.  Before  going  tbey  tried  to  persuade 
him  not  to  go,  but  he  would,  saying,  '  I  am  good  at  a  shot,  and 
if  it  comes  to  the  bayonet  I  shall  see  what  I  shall  do.'  He  was 
found  after  the  battle  with  a  rebel's  bayonet  through  him,  and 
his  through  the  rebel,  both  lying  together  where  they  had ' 
struggled." 

Williamsburg,  while  it  was  one  of  the  most  glorious,  was  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  kind  of  fights  that  was  ever  fought. 
SuMXEB,  the  highest  in  rank  on  the  field,  one  of  the  bravest 
and  the  most  patriotic  of  men,  did  nothing  of  any  consequence, 
and  what  little  he  did  do,  was  rather  injurious  than  beneficial* 
Impetuous  to  a  fault,  in  general,  on  this  occasion  he  displayed  a 
want  of  energy  which  is  almost  irreconcilable  with  his  subsequent 
determination  at  Fair  Oaks.    Hbixtzleman  exhibited  a  magna- 

aMe  and  equal  to  any  emergency,  who  in  all  cooIneM  can  Jadge  when  It  Is  neceseary 
to  be  rash  and  when  to  be  merely  conrageons,  and  can  act  accordingly. 

ThuB  flir  I  have  spoken  only  of  new  soldiers.  Bat  eren  after  they  have  learned  con- 
fidence in  their  loaders,  and  still  later,  even  after  they  have  learned  ftUI  confidence  in 
themselves,  yon  cannot  always  stay  in  the  roar  and  expect  yonr  men  in  ttont  to  do 
their  thorough  work,  however  much  they  may  feel  the  power  of  yonr  presence  to  back 
them  np.  There  are  times  when  the  toughest  veterans  will  fiinch  and  the  best-drilled 
machines  hesitate  and  stop,  although  the  mighty  presence  of  Kafolioh  himself  be 
there  to  force  them  on  I  He  was  a  model  of  cool  courage  and  of  caution,  and  knew 
well  the  necessity  of  guarding  hiis  own  personal  safety.  Yet  Napolvoh  in  person  was 
obliged  to  lead  his  bravest  men  over  the  bridge  of  Lodi,  and  again  at  Areola  and  at 
Waterloo,  in  the  last  grand  charge  of  the  Old  Guard.  He  felt  the  dire  necessity  of  lead- 
ing them  himself,  and  he  rushed  to  their  head,  but  his  ofllcers  seized  him  and  forced  him 
back.  Had  they  left  him  to  follow  his  own  instinct,  he  might  have  turned  the  fortunes 
of  the  day. 

Behind  all  this  comes  the  grandest  consideration  of  all,  Qod  guides  the  balls,  and  a 
man  is  really  as  safe  in  the  fh>nt  as  in  the  rear.  When  his  earthly  mission  is  fulfilled, 
the  shot  will  find  him  as  quick  as  the  bayonet.    Then  it  is  time  for  him  to  go. 

All  things  work  together  for  good.  Lton's  death  was  more  usefh.!  than  his  longer 
Hfe  would  have  been,  else  Providence  would  have  detained  him  here.  Newspaper 
critics  and  some  others  have  lost  sight  o^  this.  Pages  88,  89  and  40,  **  JSMiert''  LttUn^'^ 
by  Livu.  MniTUBir  Post..  . 
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nimity  which,  while  admirable  as  a  quality,  was  out  of  place  at 
this  time  in  one  who  was  not  only  tho  ranking  officer,  but  the 
one  placed  in  charge  by  the  Commander-in-chie£  The  greatest 
part  of  the  battle  was  ordered  by  the  division-general  youngest 
in  rank,  and  it  was  not  until  the  very  close  that  Kbabnt, 
Hooker's  superior,  assumed  his  rights  Strangest  of  all,  with 
two  Major-Generals  on  the  ground,  and  from  36,000  to  38,000, 
perhaps  even,  at  the  dose  of  day,  45,000  men  present,  8,000  men 
did  all  the  fighting,  and  came  near  being  beaten,  with  30,000 
who  scarcely  fired  a  shot,  within  a  few  hundred  perches ;  who 
had  only  to  have  shown  themselves,  as  determined  to  act,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  engagement  almost  as  soon  as  it  commenced. 
A  simple  strategic  movement,  early  in  the  morning,  such  as 
Hancock  made  late  in  the  afternoon^  must  have  manoauverod 
the  rebels  out  of  their  position  with  scarcely  any  fighting,  by 
an  efibrt  of  what  Decker  would  style  practical-strategy.  The 
result  was.  Hooker  who  ought  to  have  played  only  a  subordi- 
nate part,  and  Kearky,  who  ought  never  to  have  been  allowed 
to  play  any  part  at  all,  became  the  heroes  of  a  battle  which  was 
one  of  the  most  glorious  for  the  Union  arms,  and  the  most 
obstinately  contested  of  all  in  which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  was  engaged  during  the  four  years  of  the. 
war,  Williamsburg  was  fidr  stand-up  fight.  It  was  "  a  fight 
of  giants,"  as  Francis  I,  said  of  Marignano,  in  an  arena  of 
clearing,  encompassed  by  the  primeval  woods.  What  is  grander, 
it  was  of  MEN,  of  Americans,  and  amid  that  fearful  whirlwind 
of  battle,  as  was  remarked  by  one  of  the  bravest,  Kbarnt  was 
the  noblest  figure  in  this,  his  first  battle  for  freedom  and  nation- 
ality— ^^  magnificent."  And  as  he  shone  in  this,  his  first,  he 
shone  in  every  one  afterward,  through  all  to  the  last,  when  he 
laid  down  his  life  for  his  country,  feeling  like  Hunyadi,  the 
Magyar  hero  and  patriot,  "  It  is  allotted  to  every  one  once  to 
die;  it  is  a  debt  we  owe  to  nature;  but  to  die  the  death  of  a 
hero  for  Fatherland^nd  Faith,  it  is  a  grace  which  the  All-Power- 
f ul  only  accords  to  His  elect.    God  is  with  us— charge ! " 

Qod  was  with  us,  indeed,  at  Williamsburg,  only  as  Ziethen 
declared  to  Frederick  the  Great  when  the  latter  despondingly 
remarked,  "  The  days  of  miracles  were  past."    "  Yet  He,  the 
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*  Ancient  of  Days,'  abov6|  holds  us  np.  He  will  not  let  us  falL" 
He  did  hold  us  up.  In  this  sense,  the  fallen  at  Willamsburg 
were  only  the  victims  on  the  threshold ;  those  who  fell  at  Five 
Forks  the  expiation  at  the  altar.  Then  came  triumph,  freedom, 
9  restored  Constitution  and  country!  Ksabnt  was  to  fall 
while  the  sun  was  rising  amid  clouds ;  Wadsworth  at  his  set- 
ting, amid  golden  glories,  the  promise  of  a  halcyon  mom  about 
his  crimson  disk. 

"Victory!  Victory! 
Oh.  Qod  of  Battlea,  glre  ob  TieUny !  ** 

was  the  cry  of  1862;  and  in  1865  He  gave  it,  full  measure, 
heaped,  poured  out  into  the  bosom.  Alas !  if  only  the  whole 
nation  had  been  as  true  to  themselves  and  to  Him  as  Keaknt 
and  hb  peers ! 

The  battle  ground  of  Williamsburg  is  very  peculiar,  and,  if 
strongly  occupied  and  held  and  well  defended,  presents  a  better 
iield-position  than  Yorktown.  The  head  waters  of  College 
creek,  which  empties  into  the  James,  and  those  of  Queen's  creek, 
which  flows  into  the  York,  were  less  than  a  mile  apart,  and  there 
is  actually  less  than  two  miles  of  available  front  to  move  upon, 
free  from  great  natural  obstacles.*  Across  the  relatively  unob- 
structed space  of  three  miles  the  rebels  had  constructed  thirteen 
defensive  works  —  five,  six  or  nine  redoubts,  and  four  to  eight 
open  works,  according  to  diflferent  plans  consulted — whose 
cross-fires  would  sweep  every  foot  of  ground  by  which  they 
could  be  approached.  About  the  centre  stood  Fort  Magruder 
a  strong  bastioned  fieldwork,  mounting  thirteen  guns,  situated 
about  one  mile  south-east  of  Williamsburg,  at  the  fork  of  the 
Yorktown  and  Warwick  roads.  In  addition  to  this,  the  rebels 
had  protected  their  position  by  heavy  and  extensive  slashings 
—  in  fact,  the  forest  waa  felled  for  a  breadth  of  nearly  half  a 
mile  —  and  moreover  stood  under  cover  of  the  woods ;  whereas 
our  troops  had  to  wade  to  the  attack  through  mud  like  glue,  and 
over  a  clearing  six  to  seven  hundred  yai^s  wide,  advancing 
almost  without  shelter. 


*  The  meaBnrementB,  position,  etc.,  have  been  taken  from  a  nxap  and  an  exquisitely 
executed  plan,  most  kindly  ftimlBtted  the  writer  by  Mijor-General  A.  A.  Hnrnphreys, 
Chief  of  Bngineera,  XT.  S.  A.,  to  whom  also  he  iB  greatly  indebted  for  other  maps,  etc. 
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.  The  rebel  position  was  indeed  well  adapted  for  the  delivery 
of  a  defensive  battl&  It  is  true  that  it  could  be  turned  by  the 
York  river;  but  what  did  that  turning  amount  to,  when  the 
movement  was  eventually  made  in  the  lukewarm  way  in  which 
it  was  attempted?  The  object  of  the  rebel  Conmiander-in-chief 
was  to  delay  General  McClbixan.  He  had  arrested  his  advance 
for  nearly  a  month,  before  Yorktown.  He  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  he  could  accomplish  a  similar  result  at  Williamsburg; 
and,  judging  of  the  future  from  the  past,  he  would  have  done 
so  had  any  general  but  one  of  the  Hookeb  type  led  the  pursuit, 
and  any  general  but  Ksasny  flown  —  in  Hookss-Keabny  style 
— to  his  assistance. 

The  effect  of  the  victory  of  Williamsburg  is  now  well  known. 
Richmond  was  thrown  into  consternation*  by  the  result.  That 
victory,  followed  up,  would  have  given  us  the  rebel  capital. 
That  this  crowning  triumph  was  not  achieved,  was  due  to  the 
only  one  by  whom  it  could  have  been  been  achieved — McGlel- 
LAN.  Common  sense,  go-ahead  leaders,  like  Tobstenson  or 
TsAVN  or  Bluchbb  or  Chaitgabnieb,  or  any  one  of  the  French 
Generals  who  made  a  mark  in  the  Algerian  campaign,  in  which 
Keabnt  first  learned  his  business,  would  have  utilized  his  vic- 
tory, as  Tobbtensox  always  profited  by  success,  as  TirBEx>E 
bowled  the  Allies  out  of  Alsace,  as  Tbauk  backed  Fbedebic  out 
of  Bohemia,  as  Blucheb  swept  every  thing  before  him  in  1813, 
1814,  and  1815,  and  as  Changabnieb,  when  he  had  np  cannon, 
gathered  up  his  infantry  and  hurled  them  like  a  gigantic  missile 
at  the  Arabs,  exclaiming,  ^'  There  is  my  artillery." 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  fighting — that  is,  the  severe  fighting — 
which  constituted  Williamsburg  a  battle,  not  a  mere  affair  of  a 
rear-guard,  occurred  in  the  belt  of  partially  cleared  ground  in 
front  of  Fort  Magruder.  The  hard  fighting  was  also  confined 
to  the  division  of  Hooker  from  daylight,  or  7  or  7^  a.  m.,  to  2 
or  2^  or  3  p.  3C,  unsupported ;  after  that  time,  to  his  own  and 

about  one  brigade  of  Keabny's  arriving  division. 

— « jip 

*  See  Carieton'8  **  Following  the  Fla^^/'  pp.  88,  84,  etc.,  referring  to  PoUltrd's  '*  Sec- 
ond Year  of  the  War/*  p.  80,  etc. ;  LoBBing*8  "Civil  War  In  America/'  vol.  11.,  p.  3{^, 
etc.,  and  other  cotomporaneoae  pabllcatlont ;  "  BtbelUon  SMord,"*  Vol.  V,  Doc.,  pa^e 
So  (1) ;  Gbbblbt  11,  W5-'6 ;  TEmrax,  23S,  1 1;  Abbott,  U,  55,  referring  to  "  Beporton 
the  Conduct  of  the  War.**  lb.,  1,  m. 


280  BIOG&AFHT  OF  1CAJ0R4JBNBBAL  FHHIP  KSABNT. 

It  is  Tery  donbtfol  if  first  and  last  the  Unionists  had  8,000 
meu  actually  engaged  in  this  immediate  portion  of  the  field. 
On  the  Torktown  road  —  at  the  Adams  or  Whittaker  House, 
where  another  road  branches  off  to  the  east  or  right,  by  which 
Fort  Magrader  can  be  turned,  and  taken  in  rear  to  the  right, 
nnd  in  the  rear  of  Hooker's  right  liank — Sumnbb  massed  his 
corps.    His  action  or  inaction  is  unintelligible.*    It  is  said  that 
his  dispositions  were  made  against  a  supposititious  line  of  battle 
iu  his  front,  and  to  his  right,  where  he  imagined  the  rebels  were 
posted  in  force,  manoeuvering  directly  against  him,  and  that  he 
considered  the  attack  upon  Hookbb  was  nothing  but  a  feint, 
which  grew,  through  circumstances,  into  an  actual  engagement. 
StruxEB  is  dead.  He  was  a  true  man ;  brave,  patriotic,  and  whole- 
liearted ;  but,  on  this  occasion,  he  could  not  have  orred  in  a 
greater  degree  than  he  did.    The  true  point  of  attack  was  to  the 
right  of  where  he  stood,  and  against  the  extreme  rebel  left,  where 
Hancock  did  assail  Hill,  and'  with  a  withering  point  blank 
ToUey,  blew  him  away.     Our  left  center  and  left  should  have 
menaced  while  being  reftised.    It  would  appear  that  there  was 
au  impression  upon  the  minds  of  Hbintzlbman  and  Sumnbb, 
that  the  ground  between  them  was  an  impassable  swamp.  Grant 
that.    From  the  disposition  of  the  ground;  this  was  an  excus- 
able error  of  judgment  for  the   moment;  —  but  only  for  a 
moment  —  since  a  trial,  a  reconnoissance,  out  of  fire,  such  as 
Keabny  made  this  very  day,  more  than  once  under  fire,  would 
Lave  dissipated  the  delusion.    The  whole  country  is  very  flat, 
and  owing  to  heavy  rains,  was  then  covered  with  water ;  but 
what  impediment  was  that  to  a  searching  endeavor  to  unite  the 
wings  of  the  dislocated  Federal  force,  and  act  with  generalship 
and  common  judgment  ?    Let  that  go,  however. 

Had  Sumner  acted  differently,  Eearny  would  never  have 
had  this  fine  opportunity  to  display  himself  in  all  the  grandeur 
of  his  complete  soldiership. 

As  for  Heintzleman,  brave  as  steel,  and  generous  and  self- 
forgetting  as  brave ;  the  soldiers  will  never  forget  hin^  for 

**  SnvNXR^B  conduct  on  this  occasion,  was  not  onliko  that  of  SsBRUBEEB^sat  Cassano, 
SSth  April,  1709.  Mitghxll^b  "  Biographies  of  Eminent  Soldiem."  StnrABOFr,  141 ; 
Berthbzsni'b  "  Memoires ;  or  Souvkkibs  Mllltaires,"  I,  83, 86 ;  Habpkb^b  AlUson,  n, 
23 ;  Tbiebs*  History  of  the  French  Bevolation,  II,  48S. 
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not  forgetting  them.  When  they  were  exhausted  in  body 
and  despondent  in  spirit,  before  Kbabnt  showed  himself, 
he  felt  that  something  must  be  done  to  cheer  them.  So, 
gathering  up  the  scattered  bands,  he  ordered  them  to  play. 
"  Play,"  said  he,  "  play  I  it's  all  you're  good  for.  Play, 
d — ^n  it.  Play  some  marching  tunel  Play  Yankee  Doodle, 
or  any  doodle  you  can  think  of;  only  play  something."  * 
^^  General  Hisntzlbman,"  says  private  Jambs  R.  Bubns,  in 
his  little  book,  —  "  The  Battle  of  WiUiamslmrg  "  —  "  however, 
ordered  several  of  the  bands  to  strike  up  national  and  martial 
airs,  and  when  the  strains-of  the  familiar  tunes  reached  the  ears 
of  the  wounded,  as  they  were  being  carried  from  the  field,  their 
cheers  mingled  with  those  of  the  soldiers  (Ebabnt's)!  who 
were  just  rushing  into  action.  The  effect,  too,  was  great  on  the 
other  side,  for  some  of  the  prisoners  stated  that  when  they 
heard  the  bands  strike  up  ^  Hail  Columbia,'  and  heard  our  sol- 
diers cheer,  they  knew  that  victory  would  be  ours. 

*  The  bandf  did  play  bo  merrily 
Our  own  eweet  martial  airs. 
And  when  *  Hail  Colambia'  WM  heaid, 
We  soon  forgot  our  cares/  " 

In  front  of  Hookbb  and  Keabibtt  it  was  butcher  work,  iden- 
tical with  Abebobombib's  assault  on  the  advanced  works  and 
lines  of  Ticonderoga,  in  July,  1759,  in  which  the  peerless  Lord 
HowB  fell,  and  the  flower  of  the  British  forces  perished  in  vain. 
Lord  John  Mubbay's  Highland  regiment  losing  nearly  ^one-half 
its  privates,  as  well  as  twenty-five  officers,  slain  on  the  spot,  or 
desperately  wounded.  Compare  this  with  Kbabny's  and 
Hookbb's  list  of  casualties,  and  it  will  at  once  be  comprehended 
that  the  slaughter  at  Williamsburg  was  even  more  severe  than 
at  Ticonderoga;  although  that  engagement  of  the  past  is  looked 
upon  as  a  marked  example  of  desperate  bush-whacking  and 
hard  fighting.^    While  this  was  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  left, 

*  Compare  Captain  Bulxx*8  "  Three  yean  in  tke  Army  qf  the  Potomac^"  page  78. 

t  Fortunately  for  his  (Hookxb'b)  laorels.  General  Kxabht,  a  splendid  old  veteran, 
who  had  seen  service  nnder  the  French  in  Algiers,  came  to  his  aid  and  restored  the 
battle  to  the  Federals.    "  SrAcn's  Story  tf  the  Amerioan  War,"*  London,  1606,  page  68. 

X  Cat  of  16,000  men  (Cnst.  1,  9,  879),  jnst  abont  the  nnmber  Hookxb  and  KsABinr 
nominally  had,  Absbcboiibib  lost  S,000  killed  and  wounded  (Gust.  1, 9,  988)  and  was 
defeated.  Our  loss  on  this  occasion  was  about  one-eighth  heavier,  and  we  were  s^c* 
cessfhl,  although  Hookzb  and  Kbabht  did  not  have  on  hand  over  9,000  men. 

36 
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in  the  center  or  right,  in  front  of  Sumnbb,  there  was  an  oppor- 
tunity of  displaying  fine  generalship.*^  With  part  of  his  front 
protected  by  a  ravine  and  branch  of  College  creek,  he  could 
have  launched  such  a  column  against  the  ememy's  left,  as  must 
have  swept  away  opposition,  swung  round,  taken  the  whole 
rebel  line  of  defence  in  the  rear,  and  captured  a  large  number 
of  prisoners. 

It  might  have  been  made  very  much  the  same  kiod  of  fight 
as  Count  Schaumbubg  Lippe,  once  delivered,  in  1762,  when  he 
found  himself  with  a  detachment  of  six  hundred  infantry  and 
cavalry  in  the  presence  of  2,000  Spaniards,  who  suddenly  issued 
from  a  wood  on  which  he  was  marching.  He  instantly  recalled 
to  mind  the  fact  that  there  was  a  large  pond  iu  the  neighbor- 
hood, on  the  road  by  which  he  had  come  np.  In  front  of  this 
body  of  water,  so  as  to  screen  it,  he  posted  his  two  hundred 
cavalry,  in  a  single  rank ;  his  infantry  three  deep,  as  usual  at 
that  date,  constituting  his  other  wing.  The  Spaniards  extended 
their  line  so  as  to  outflank  him  on  both  wings.  The  Count 
meanwhile  fell  back  briskly  on  the  pond,  then  passed  his  cavalry 
in  the  rear  of  his  infantry  to  the  opposite  extremity  of  his  line. 
Thus  the  water  became  a  substitute  for  half  of  his  front.  This 
manoBUver  enabled  him  to  outflank  the  enemy,  to  attack  them 
(RosBAOH  fashion)  before  they  could  remedy  or  meet  the  man- 
cduver,  and  to  roll  up  one  wing  before  it  could  be  reinforced 
from  the  other.    Thus  the  Spaniards  were  completely  beaten. 

As  to  the  numerical  force  of  the  rebels  at  Williamsburg,  it  is 
very  difficult  to  arrive  at  any  correct  opinion.  The  English 
author  of  the  *^  Battle  Fields  of  the  South  '^  says  (page  204)  : 
'^  LoNGSTBBET  Commanded  on  our  side,  and  I  know  did  not  handle 
more  than  twenty-flve  thousand  men."    These  words  would 

*  A  day  or  two  after  the  battle,  Kxabnt  rode  up  to  Hookbb*b  HeadqnarterB  and 
related  as  follows,  in  the  presence  of  a  common  friend,  from  whose  lips  the  statement 
was  taken  down  in  writing.  He  said  **  I  have  Just  seen  Suhhzb  ;  Suxneb  said  that  the 
battle  of  WUliamsbaig  was  not  understood ;  that  HoClellait  had  considered  it  an 
aflklr  of  the  heads  of  colamns,  while  Hookbb  claimed  that  the  attack  was  made  upon 
him  (HooKZB).  It  was  on  the  contraiy  a  real  pitched  battle  in  which  I  (Sukneb)  idm 
tn  eommandy  This  E[babnt  emphasized.  "  The  attack  on  Hookbb  was  a  mere  feint. 
Their  intention  was  to  break  through  onr  centre,  but  I  (StrmiXB)  frustrated  their 
design,  and  had  my  men  drawn  np  in  five  lines,  80,000  men,  sir,  in  five  lines,  one  line, 
two  lines,  three  lines,  foor  lines,  five  lines ; "  counting  them  off  on  his  fingers ;  Ebabnt 
Imitating ;  "  seeing  the  dispositions  I  had  made,  they  did  not  dare  to  attack." 
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justify  the  qnestion,  how  many  did  Longstrext  have  at  hand, 
under  his  oommandy  whom  he  did  not  handle  ?  Such  indirect 
language  would  lead  any  one  to  suppose  that  it  was  used  on 
purpose  to  convey  a  fcdse  impression.  Still,  as  he  sets  down 
the  Union  force  at  forty  thousand,  no  great  exaggeration,  if 
any,  it  is  fidr  to  believe  that  he  desired  to  state  the  exact  truth. 
The  writer  has  heard  General  Hookeb  estimate  the  rebel 
strength  at  ^  from  seventy  to  ninety  thousand,  but  nearer  the 
latter  than  the  former  number."  Any  such  estimate  is  not 
borne  out  either  by  subsequent  revelations  or  any  published 
authority.  His  own  opinion  is  that  the  rebels  had  from  fifteen 
to  forty  thousand  engaged,  the  former  number,  early  in  the 
'  morning,  the  latter  before  the  action  closed.  Brev.  Major  W. 
B — y  of  Hookbb's  division,  had  in  his  own  hand  the  order 
regulating  the  retreat  of  the  rebels.  The  rear-guard  was  to 
consist  of  six  thousand  men.  It  is  most  probable  that  Stone- 
man  ran  into  tfa^s  force  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  4th. 
Hookeb  encountered,  first,  the  same  troops,  doubtless  reinforced 
next  day,  Monday,  5th.  A  portion  of  the  rebel  army  did  march 
through  Williamsburg,  but  countermarched  and  returned  to 
feed  the  fight.  As  we  took  prisoners  from  forty  regiments,  it 
is  equitable  to  suppose  that  at  this  early  stage  of  the  war, 
before  any  gpreat  battle  had  been  fought,  the  rebel  regiments, 
comfortably  housed  during  the  winter,  and  at  home,  had  not 
been  depleted  sufficiently  to  fall  below  750  each.  This  gives 
thirty  thousand  —  Cablbton's  estimate.  Concede,  however, 
that  Johnston  or  Longbtbeet  did  not  have  over  twenty-five 
thousand  men,  that  number  in  a  first  class  intrenched  position, 
such  as  they  occupied,  ought  to  have  repulsed  and  soundly 
beaten  back  thrice  if  not  four  or  five  times  as  many,  according 
to  the  rule  of  war  applicable  to  such  conditions.  Taking  their 
own  view  of  the  matter,  every  additional  fact  makes  the  Union 
victory  more  remarkable  and  glorious.  The  rebel  Grenerals,  as 
a  rule,  performed  marvels  in  one  respect — ^they  moved  their 
troops  during  an  engagement,  with  such  celerity,  to  menaced 
points,  that  scarcely  any  battle  occurred  in  which  a  single  one 
of  their  regiments  could  complain  that  it  was  not "  put  in,"  or  did 
not  have  all  the  fighting  that  any  reasonable  body  of  men  could 
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desire.  '  It  is  an  equidly  difficult  task  to  arriye  at  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  the  Union  force  which  performed  any  service  at  Williams- 
burg, In  answer  to  an  application  to  Hooejsb,  that  distinguished 
General  replied  that  he  had  about  eight  thousand  men;  his 
Adjutant-General  states  that  the  morning  report  returned  Y,300 
present — ^and  even  if  Kbabny  had  brought  up  his  whole  divi- 
sion, he  would  have  had  only  as  many  more.  The  straggling, 
however,  inevitable  from  the  condition  of  the  roads,  often  knee 
deep  for  men  and  horses,  hub  deep  for  carriages,  had  reduced 
his  force  greatly,  and  even  his  leading  brigade  (Bxhbt's)  had 
scarcely  become  hotly  engaged  when  the  rebel  vim  grew  grad- 
ually less  and  less  virulent ;  the  night  shut  in,  and  the  fighting 
ceased. 

Taking  Hookbb's  estimate  as  correct,  this  would  not  give 
over  twelve  to  sixteen  thousand  men,  without  counting  those 
under  Hancock  ;  but  Hookeb  seems  to  forget  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  weather  and  condition  of  the  roads,  the  flooded 
flat-lands,  the  woods*  and  the  broken  ground,  the  straggling 
must  have  been  enormous;  it  is  bad  enough  in  all  forced 
marches,  even  in  dry  weather  and  on  dry  roads.  Kbabnt  could 
not  have  put  in  one-third  of  his  men,  because  the  same  causes 
which  must  have  somewhat  diminished  Hookbb^s  eflective 
force,  contributed,  in  a  much  greater  degree  to  decrease  the 
numbers  which  Krasny  could  have  had  in  hand  after  such  a 
forced  march*^  as  he  had  been  compelled  to  make. 


*  The  following  it  iUastntiye  of  %  Blmilar  march,  and  worthy  of  comparison :  '*  One 
of  the  worst  features  is  the  state  of  the  weather.  *  *  *  At  Wcickau,  that  same  day, 
(Sunday),  rain  began,  •  *  •  and  on  Monday,  10th  Pecember,  1740),  there  was  snch 
a  pour  of  rain  as  kept  most  wayfisrers,  though  it  conld  not  the  Pmsslan  army,  within 
doors.  Bain  in  plnngos  fidlen,  and  fhlling  through  that  blessed  day,  making  roads  into 
mere  rivers  of  mud.  The  Prussian  hosts  marched  on  all  the  same.  •  •  •  Bain  stlU 
heavier,  rain  as  of  Noah,  continued  through  this  Tuesday.  •  •  •  This  march  for 
the  rearward  of  the  army  *  *  *  is  thought  to  be  the  wettest  on  record.  Waters 
all  out,  bridges  down,  the  country  one  wild  lake  of  eddying  mud— up  to  the  knee  for 
many  miles  together ;  up  to  the  middle  for  long  spaces ;  sometimes  even  up  to  the  chin 
or  deeper,  where  your  bridge  was  washed  away.  The  Prussians  marched  through  it  aa 
if  they  had  been  slate  or  iron.  Bank  and  file,  nobody  quitted  his  rank,  nobody  looked 
sour  in  the  fhce ;  they  took  the  pouring  of  the  skies  and  the  red  seas  of  terrestrial 
liquid  as  matters  that  must  be ;  cheered  one  another  with  Jocosities,  with  choral 
snatches  (tobacco,  I  consider  would  not  bum),  and  swashed  nnwearledly  forward.  Ten 
hours  some  of  them  were  out,  *  .  *  *  ten  to  fifteen  miles  was  the  average  distaaco 
come.**    Oabltls's  *  JMtdrtck  The  Seeond^*  volume  8,  pages  148, 148. 
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Consequently,  after  a  dispassionate  consideration,  twelve 
thousand  seems  to  be  a  generous  estimate  of  our  effective  force 
"handled,"  to  borrow  a  word  from  the  statement  of  an  oppo- 
nent. Conceding  that  Hooker's  view  is  correct,  and  he  finally 
had  the  whole  rebel  army  on  his  hands,  that  army,  according 
to  the  rebel  returns,  comprised  fifty-three  thousand  effectives. 
As  Hooker  remarks,  afterward,  "  I  have  some  valuable  papers, 
relating  to  this  fight,  which  I  have  obtained  from  rebel  sources," 
it  is  reasonable  or  just  to  suppose  that  he  speaks  with  the 
highest  authority  when  he  says  that  by  the  time  Kearnt  came 
up  he  was  fighting  the  whole  rebel  army  on  the  Peninsula,  and 
it  was  that  whole  army  that  Kearny's  shock  decidedly  defeated. 

Keeping  this  fact  constantly  in  view,  and  another,  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  disprove,  that  certainly  not  over  ten  to 
twelve  thousand  Unionists,  at  the  utmost,  fired  a  shot  on  that 
bloody  Monday,  5th  of  May,  1862,  Williamsburg  becomes 
elevated  into  all  that  McClellan  claimed  for  it  aftierward,  "  a 
complete  success."  It  is  worthy  to  rank  with  the  South  Moun- 
tain battle,  to  the  north  and  on  our  right,  in  Fox  and  Turner's 
Gaps — where  again  Hooker  commanded,  Kearny  having 
fallen — which  the  writer  looks  upon  as  the  finest  battle  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  considering  the  small  portion  of  it 
brought  into  action,  the  disadvantages  under  which  it  labored, 
and  the  enormous  advantages  of  position,  as  at  Williamsburg, 
enjoyed  by  the  rebels. 

A  calm  survey  of  all  the  circumstances  must  justify  the  deci- 
sion that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Hooker  for  his 
audacity  and  tenacity  at  Williamsburg.  Nor  can  less  praise  be 
lavished  on  Kearny,  since  had  he  not  brought  up  a  portion  of 
his  division,  rushed  it  in,  disposed  it,  fought  it,  and  exposed 
himself  as  he  did.  Hooker  must  have  come  to  grie£  No  won- 
der that  McClellan,  at  a  later  date,  too  late,  however,  to  coun- 
teract the  impression  made  by  his  previous  dispatches,  giving 
the  whole  credit  to  Hancock,*  felt  compelled  to  do  tardy  jus- 

*  As  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the  Confoderates  had  withdrawn,  a  colninB  was 
sent  in  pnrtalt.  It  came  up  with  the  retreating  rear-goard  at  WUliamsbnrg,  now  rein- 
forced from  JoHHBTOx's  army.  LoMesTSKir's  dlylsion,  which  had  already  passed 
beyond  the  town,  retraced  its  steps  to  aid  in  resisting  the  attack,  and  for  nine  honrs 
HooKKB's  dirlslon  alOM  made  head  against  the  whole  Confederate  force.    That  Oenernl 
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tice  to  the  real  heroes  of  the  day ;  that  is,  if  honor  won  in  the 
hottest  fire  against  great  odds  and  under  tremendous  difficul- 
ties, constitutes  the  highest  glory  of  an  officer  or  of  a  soldier. 
A  commander-in-chief  may  rest  his  claims  to  the  gratitude  and 
rewards  of  his  country  on  brain  work,  moral  audacity,  and  able 
dispositions,  but  the  subordinate  general  must  display  far  dif- 
ferent qualities,  physical  courage,  fertility  of  expedient,  coolness 
and  rapidity  of  thought  under  fire,  and  calmness,  all  which 
united,  inspire  the  soldier  with  confidence  in  himself  and  his 
superior,  comtempt  of  death,  and  the  determination  to  succeed 
or  die. 

At  a  later  date,  when  it  was  too  late,  however,  to  counteract 
the  impression  made  by  his  preyioua  dispatches,  giving  the 
wholo  credit  to  Hancock,  McClellan  wrote  as  follows  : 

Camp,  19  Milbs  fbok  Wiluahsbitbo,  > 

Maj  11,  1862.         f 
HpH.  B.  M.  Stantoit,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Without  waiting  further  official  reports,  which  have  not  jet  reached  me^  I 
wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  splendid  conduct  of  Hooejeb's  and  Kbarnt's 
divisions,  under  command  of  General  Heditzelkak,  in  the  battle  of  WiUiams- 
burg.  Their  bearing  was  worthy  of  veterans.  Hooker's  division  for  (7) 
hours  gallantly  withstood  the  attack  of  greatly  superior  numbers,  with  very 
heavy  loss. 

Keabnt  arrived  in  time  to  restore  the  fortunes  of  the  day,  and  came  most 
gallantly  into  action. 

says,  *'  History  will  not  bo  believed  when  it  it  told  that  the  noble  officen  and  men  oi 
■  my  division  were  permitted  to  carry  on  this  nneqnal  stroggle  ftom  morning  until  nfght 
unaided,  in  the  presence  of  more  than  80,000  of  their  comrades,  with  arms  in  their 
hands ;  nevertheless,  it  is  true."  The  entire  loss  daring  the  day  was  S,8S8,  of  whom 
456  were  killed. 

(General  Hookxb  was  Jnstified  in  this  bitter  complaint.  It  has  been  reported  that  he 
was  relieved  by  a  bayonet  charge  made  by  Haxoook  ;  tut  there  mutt  have  heen  on  error 
ifi  tMe  aeeertion.  The  troops  by  whom  it  was  said  to  have  been  made  first  enconntered 
the  enemy  about  4  p.  m.,  of  the  preceding  afternoon  (Sunday,  4th  May).  It  was  a  drtzsly 
day,  and  the  men  marched  forward  in  no  small  confasion,  over  leaves  In  the  woods, 
slippery  with  the  rain,  over  iUlen  trees,  aad  across  ravines,  so  that  it  was  impossible 
to  preserve  an  alignment  of  a  company,  much  more  of  a  brigade.  The  night  came  on 
pitch-dark ;  the  48d  New  Tork  fired  by  mischance  into  a  Pennsylvania  regiment  Next 
day  the  former  had  to  be  withdrawn  and  another  New  Tork  and  Maine  regiment  put  in 
its  stead.  All  the  morning  (Monday,  5th  May),  heavy  firing  was  heard.  It  was  that 
which  Hooxm  was  encountering.  Havoook^s  troops  lay  in  line  of  battle  from  1  p.  m., 
to  4  p.  M.,  when  they  receded  before  a  front  attack  of  a  North  Carolina  regiment,  aided 
by  a  flank  attack  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Virginia.  *^Bietorv  of  ike  Ameriean  Civil 
War;"  by  Jobk  William  Deafib,  M.  D.,  LXJ>.,  New  Tork,  1868,  vol.  9,  pages  880-888. 
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• 

I  shall  probably  bava  oocaslon  to  call  attention  to  other  oommanda,  and  wish 
not  to  do  injustice  to  them  by  mentioning  them  now.  If  I  had  had  the  full 
information  I  now  haye  in  regard  to  the  troops  above-named,  when  I  first  tele- 
graphed they  would  have  been  specially  mentioned  and  commended.  I  spoke 
only  of  what  I  knew  at  the  time,  and  I  shall  rejoice  to  do  Ml  justice  to  all 
engaged. 

GEO.  B.  ICoGLELLAK, 

Mt^'Otnerai  Camfnanding. 

General  Kbarny's  forces  in  this  battle  were  entirely  dispro- 
portionate to  his  success.  He  entered  with  five  regiments,  from 
all  of  which  many  men  had  straggled,  leaving  him,  at  the  first, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  men.  In  bis  correspon- 
dence he  says: 

"  We  dashed  in  at  double-quick,  our  band  playing,  and  rather  reckless  of 
myself,  I  located  my  men  rights  leading  them  off  personally  from  the  word  *  go.* 
At  the  outset,  seeing  that  time  was  precious,  I  charged  back  the  mass  of  the 
enemy's  sharp-shooters,  who  thought  the  field  their  own,  our  pieces  having 
been  abandoned  by  the  gunners,  with  only  two  companies,  barely  eighty  men. 
But  I  remembered  that  such  things  had  been  done  before,  and  had  no  alterna- 
tive,  for  my  regiment  had  never,  fh)m. morning,  been  allowed  to  dose  up,  and 
80  off  I  went,  too  conspicuous  fh>m  my  showy  horse  [killed  under  him  at  Fair 
Oaks],  and  for  several  hundred  yards  down  the  roads,  with  brisiling  abatis  on 
each  side,  filled  with  the  enemy's  marksmen.  This,  like  all  other  things,  only 
succeeded  because  the  enemy  presumes  them,  few  as  they  are,  the  precursors 
of  crowds  behind." 

KsABKT  wrote  home  on  the  5th  and  8th:  "  We  had  a  rather 
unexpected  and  severe  affair  on  the  5  th  instant,  attended  with  a 
great  deal  of  hardship  afterward."  He  then  went  on  to  speak 
of  his  *'  embavrassment,"  which  no  one  but  himself  observed, 
*'  from  having  been  placed  in  command  on  the  2d  of  May,  and 
the  battle  on  the  5th,  and  the  move  (not  his  division,  but  Stonb- 
man's)  from  Yorktown  on  the  4th  instant,  I  never  had  a  chance 
to  know  men  nor  officers."  Then,  in  his  rattling  way,  but 
never  intended  for  the  public  eye,  he  criticized  the  movements 
previous  to  his  arrival  on  the  field,  and  adds :  *'  Still  it  was 
wonderful  to  think  that  the  troops  would  stand  fighting  so  long. 
JFbr  ourselves^  toe  toent  in  as  a  dog  takes  a  plunge^  and  svoims^ 
of  course  I    I  must  say,  that  the  men,  all  (and  most  of  the  offi- 
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cers),  were  truly  gallant.  The  wounded  were  not  carried  off 
the  field.  In  one  regiment  I  had  nine  officers  killed  and  wounded 
in  nineteen ;  I  lost  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  five  regiments." 

^^  It  was  a  source  of  the  deepest  mortification  to  General 
KEA.BNT  that  his  services  on  this  occasion  seemed  entirely  unap- 
preciated by  his  commanding  officer.  When  the  battle  took 
place,  General  McClbllan  was  far  in  the  rear.  The  importunity 
of  Governor  Spbjlgub  prevailed  on  him  to  go  to  the  front,  and 
he  arrived  in  time  to  witness  the  gallantry  of  Hangook,  engaged 
far  on  the  right,  and  who,  charging  with  his  whole  brigade  just 
at  dusk,  contributed,  with  the  loss  of  oi^ly  thirty  men,  to  the  final 
victory.  The  entire  Federal  loss  was  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eight.  Two-thirds  of  this  fell  upon  Hookbb,  the 
rest  upon  Kbasny,  demonstrating  where  the  real  fighting  had 
been;  yet,  in  his  first  bulletin.  General  McClellan,  though 
informed  by  his  own  aid  of  the  facts  {so  Kbabnt  $ays)^  abso- 
lutely failed  to  mention  either  Hooker  or  Kearny,  to  their 
great  and  just  indignation,  for  the  success  at  Williamsburg  evi- 
dently saved  the  army.  Huddled  in  confused  n;^asses,  the  artil- 
lery fastened  in  the  mud,  the  infantry  straggling  and  wading 
through  the  woods,  the  cavalry,-  baggage-wagons,  and  all  the 
paraphernalia  of  an  advance  confusedly  edging  along  through 
miry  roads,  panic  would  have  been  ruin.  Scarce  any  of  the 
troops  had  ever  been  in  action,  and,  had  the  enemy  been  victo- 
rious, a  panic  would  have  been  almost  unavoidable,  and  General 
Kearny  felt  that  he  had  prevented  this  by  the  utmost  haizard 
of  his  person.  He  was  not  proud  of  recklessness,  but  he  knew 
that  there  were  times  when  exposure  was  essential.  ''It  is 
true,"  he  writes,  "that  I  was  fearfully  exposed;  for  whilst  the 
entire  regiment  would  be  sheltered  by  logs,  I  was  the  only  offi- 
cer mounted  and  quite  in  view ;  the  only  object  aimed  at  by 
many  hardly  fifty  feet  from  me.*  I  could  not  do  otherwise,  for 
we  had  the  largest  part  of  the  work  before  us,  and  very  few  to 
do  it.    It  was  not  useless  recklessness ;  it  saved  the  day." 

*  "  With  brave  PHZLAlone  before  me,  leading  on  his  men,  and  dashing  destractlon  along 
the  lines,  do  yon  know  that  some  rebels,  taken  prisoners,  said  they  and  others  were 
ordered  to  fire,  and  In  every  way  try  to  kill  that  General  with  one  arm,  dolx^  so  much 
mischief?  "-^.  W,  X.,  8(M%  May,  186S,if.  T. 
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McGlbixan  reached  the  front  just  before  the  battle  ended ; 
and,  as  his  attention  was  called  exclusively  to  the  operations  of 
Hancock,  on  the  extreme  right,  who  had  executed  a  successful 
flank  movement,  by  which  he  had  gained  a  position  that  com- 
manded the  rebel  line,  he  received  the  principal  commendation ; 
while  Hooker  and  Ebabkt,  who,  .by  downright  hard  fighting, 
involving  the  loss  of  twenty  per  cent,  of  their  forces  present 
and  under  hot  fire,  had  first  held  and  afterward  carried  the 
field  on  the  left  of  the  line,  were  not  mentioned  at  all  in  the  first 
bulletin  of  the  Commanding  General. 

"  The  first  time  I  saw  Kearny  in  the  army,"  writes  Brevet 

Brigadier-General  C.  S.  W— ,  "  was  on  Saturday,  May  3d, 

1862,  about  four  o^clock  p.  m.  He  had  just  been  given  Hamil- 
ton's division,  and  was  looking  for  his  command.  I  told  him 
where  it  lay,  and  put  him  on  the  road.  Watts  (De  Peyster, 
his  volunteer  aid)  was  with  him  at  the  time.  The  division  was 
then  the  Third,  of  the  Third  Corps ;  but  soon  after,  when  Firz 
John  Porter's  division  was  made  the  Third,  Kearny's  division 
was  numbered  the  First,  of  Aie  Third  Corps. 

"  On  Sunday,  May  4th,  when  Hooker's  division  moved  out  to 
support  the  cavalry,  Kearny  had  already  broken  camp,  and  had 
his  division  massed  in  the  open  ground  beyond  the  saw-mill.  I 
do  not  think  that  he  had  received  any  orders  at  that  time,  but 
always  supposed  that  he  moved  his  men,  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, into  a  position  where  he  could  use  them  the  instant  orders 
did  come. 

"  The  hour  at  which  Kearny's  division  arrived  at  the  front 
at  Williamsburg  has  always  been  a  disputed  point  —  he  claim- 
ing to  have  been  there  at  least  two  hours  earlier  than  Hooker 

and  I  set  his  arrival.*    Whatever  the  hour  was,  it  was  some 

\ — ^ 

*  ** '  Pray,  Captain  (Tatlob,  of  Stuabt^s  OaTaliy]/  eaid  I,  ^  where  did  yoar  men 
[rebels]  show  any  superiority  to  ours  [Union  droops  ?]  * 

**  *  Why,  I  think  in  vrerj  battle  yet  fought,  and  now  here  [Sayage  Station],  more  than 
at  Williamsburg.  We  fought  yon  with  onr  rear  goard ;  we  had  no  expectation  of 
being  able  to  do  more  than  hold  yon  in  check  nntil  the  main  body  of  onr  forces  were 
out  of  harm^s  way.  Bnt  when,  yonr  Oenerals  were  so  easily  checked,  this  emboldened 
ns  to  hnrry  back  reinforcements  and  attempt  greater  things,  and  I  do  belieye  that  if  we 
bad  resolved  to  make  a  final  stand  at  WHliamsbnrg,  we  conld  have  bound  yon  there 
another  month,  and  then  the  heat  and  fever  would  have  finished  the  work  we  began/ 

**  *  Captain,*  I  replied,  *you  know  that  the  battle  of  WUliamabnrg  was  mainly  fought 

37 
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time  after  the  enemy  had  captured  the  two  batteries  I  had  oat 
beyond  the  felled  timber  (slashing).  Oar  troops  had  recovered 
entire  possession  of  the  road^  along-side  of  which  I  had  planted 
another  battery,  and  we  had  repelled  two  separate  attacks  of 
the  enemy. 

'^  The  last  of  these  had  been  by  a  colamn  np  the  road,  and 
had  been  broken  almost  solely  by  the  fire  of  the  Fourth  New 
York  Battery.  After  the  attacking  oolamn  was  broken,  detached 
squads  from  it,  and  single  individuals,  worked  their  way  up 
behind  the  felled  trees  on  the  left  of  the  road,  until  they  were 
able  to  make  it  very  hot  in  the  battery,  had  any  occasion  arisen 
for  opening  fire.  I  had  made  two  applications  for  some  infanjbry, 
to  keep  these  fellows  quiet,  but  got  none,  our  division  being 
then  about  out  of  ammunition.  On  going  back  a  third  time,  I 
found  the  head  of  Kxabny's  division  and  Kbabnt  himself.  On 
repeating  my  application  to  him,  he  at  once  gave  me  two  com- 
panies of  a  Michigan  regiment.  I  mention  this  as  a  sample  of 
the  quickness  toith  which  he  took  in  the  state  of  affairs,  and  the 
promptness  of  his  orders  to  meet  them, 

^'  Before  putting  his  men  into  position  that  day,  Exabnt  sent 
most  of  his  Bta£f  to  the  right  and  left  to  examine  the  ground, 
and,  leaving  the  remainder  with  his  orderlies,  he  rode  alone  out 
on  the  road  far  beyond  our  skirmish  line.  I  did  not  see  him  go 
out,  or  know  that  he  had  gone;  so,  on  perceiving  a  horseman 
coming  in,  thought  it  must  be  some  one  from  the  rebels.  Why 
he  was  not  killcMi  then  I  cannot  imagine,  as  the  rebels  held  the 
whole  of  the  felled  timber  to  the  left  of  the  road,  but  I  did  not 
see  a  shot  fired  at  him.* 

by  one  dlTision  —  General  Hookzb^s.  Oenenl  Ksabnt  and  Hahoook  rendered  Tery 
eesential  aid,  bat  it  was  almost  nlgbtwhen  they  readied  tbe  field.  We  bad  not  so 
many  men  in  that  battle  as  yon  had,  and  onrs  were  all  the  diaadTaatages  of  position, 
Intrenchuents,  and  strong  earthworks,  and  we  had  to  deboneh  into  the  fields  In  yonr 
front,  over  a  narrow  neck  of  land.  Too  had  erery  advantage  that  men  ehonld  ask — the 
storm  was  drenohln^  and  disheartening;  our  artUleiy  was  engvlftod  in  the  mnd— yet, 
notwithstanding  all  these  things,  Genersl  Hookbb,  with  the  aid  of  three  or  fcvr  regi- 
ments of  General  Kbasht's,  held  his  position  Ibr  fiTe  honre,  natU,  by  a  flank  movement 
of  Genera]  Haxoook,  3roa  were  driven  from  the  field.  In  the  strength  of  yonr  intrench- 
ments,  yon  ooght  to  have  held  oat  against  M,000  men.*  *^-^Okts^lam  MoriW  *^JPiminnUa 
(Jeanpaigf^^*  pai9€  987. 

*  ''  As  soon  as  possible,  however,  Kbabxt  and  HxisTnuiAR  pushed  forward  his 
support ;  and  now  XaABMT  performed  one  of  those  brilliant  Ibati  which  made  him  the 
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'*  When  be  first  came  up,  General  Hkintzslman  asked  him 
if  he  had  not  better  let  General  Hooksb  aid  him,  as  he  was  a 
stranger  to  his  command?  Kxabnt  replied,  'General,  I  can 
make  m^  follow  me  to  helL' 

''  Two  days  after  the  fight  at  Williamsburg,  I  saw  Keabkt 
cross  the  plain  in  front  of  that  town,  at  a  time  when  a  good 
part  of  his  division  was  scattered  over  it.  I  have  seen  but  one 
other  general  in  our  army  whose  presence  excited  so  much 
enthusiasm  among  the  men  as  was  shown  for  Esasny  at  that 
time,  by  the  troops  he  had  not  been  with  a  week.    «    *    *    « 

''  So  far  from  being  a  hap-hazard,  dash-ahead  man,  I  saw  no 
general  who  was  more  cautious  on  the  march,  or  took  more 
pains  to  know  his  ground  before  putting  his  men  into  a  fight. 

'*  This,  together  with  the  quiet  working  of  his  mind  when 
under  fire  (a  very  rare  quality  with  the  bravest  men),  and  his 
inspiriting  appearance  in  a  fight,  were  his  most  striking  quali- 
ties, so  far  as  I  noticed  them. 

<<  When  in  the  middle  of  a  battle,  his  appearance  certainly 
filled  m^  becm  ideal  of  a  general  better  than  any  thing  I  ever 
saw.  It  made  the  blood  thrill  through  one*s  veins,  and  would 
inspirit  men,  if  any  thing  could." 

When  the  anzionsly-awjaited  succor,  brought  up  by  Ebasnt, 
arrived,  that  General  —  accompanied  by  Major,  afterward  Briga- 
dier-General, Chjlblbs  S.  Wainwbioht,  DivisionOhief  of  Artil- 
lery to  HooKSB,  and  ■■  Thompson,  Second  Artillery,  his 
own  Division  Chief  of  Artillery —  dashed  forward  on  the  road 


model  soldier  of  hb  diTitlon.  In  order  to  dledoee  to  his  troop*  the  ooneetled  position 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  ezhanst  (di»w)  their  Are  (like  BiD«n.ST,  previoas  to  M at^s 
charge  at  Besaca  de  la  Palma),  he  annonncod  his  determination  to  ride  in  lh>nt  of  the 
enemy^B  lines.  •Snrronnded  by  his  aids  and  ofleerSf  he  dashed  ont  into  the  open  field, 
and,  as  if  on  parade,  leisurely  galloped  along  the  entire  fttmt  Five  thousand  gnns 
were  pointed  at  him ;  the  halls  fell  around  him  like  hall ;  two  of  his  aids  dropped  dead 
at  his  side ;  and  before  he  reached  the  end  he  was  almost  alone.  He  secured  by  this 
hazardous  exploit  what  he  aimed  to  accomplish  ~  the  uncovering  d  the  enemyV  posi- 
tion — then  riding  beck  among  his  men,  he  shouted,  *■  Ton  see,  my  boys,  where  to  Are/ 
His  ibrces  held  their  own  until  Hakoocs,  by  a  flank  movement,  compelled  the  retreat 
of  the  enemy  within  their  woAb. 

"  All  the  soldiers  and  oOeert  of  this  portion  of  the  amy  not  only  spoke  of  Hooxn 
and  KxABXT  as  displaying  on  that  day  the  most  brilliant  soldierly  qualitiee,  but  like- 
wise commended,  in  the  highest  terms,  the  coolness,  discrimination  and  coursge  of 
General  Hmmaaxur.^—ifarib    'Ji^minmaarOamp9iin^"pa0*Vft. 
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leading  direct  to  Fort  Magmder,  to  reconnoitre  the  positions  of 
the  enemy.  They  had  advanced  some  distance  beyond  their 
own  men,  when  a  battalion  or  more  of  rebels  rose  from  the 
slashing  in  line  of  battle,  and  poured  volley  after  voSsy  upon 
them,  as  &a%  as  they  could  load  and  fire,  at  a  distance  of  not 
.  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  As  the  enemy  started  up, 
Ebabny  wheeled  his  horse  and  galloped  back,  followed,  ^^  the 
devil  take  the  hindmost,"  by  the  other  two  officers.  Strange 
to  say,  although  the  bullets  pattered  and  hissed  around,  like 
drops  in  a  tropical  storm  driven  by  a  fierce  wind,  not  one  took 
efiect,  except  to  gouge  out  a  channel  in  the  hoof  of  Major  Wain, 
wsioht's  horse. 

On  this  day,  Eeasnt  had  a  third  narrow  escape.  He  spurred 
into  a  little  cleared  space,  midway  the  slashing,  and,  looking 
round  like  an  eagle  in  search  of  prey,  shouted  out  to  his  own 
men  to  show  themselves  and  drive  the  rebels  out  of  their  cover. 
Responsive  to  his  appeal,  a  few  Union  skirmishers  rose  on 
their  side  of  the  felled  timber.  They  had  scarcely  made  their 
appearance,  when  a  whole  rebel  line  of  marksmen  jumped  to 
their  feet  from  their  lairs,  and  fired  simultaneously,  with  delib- 
erate aim,  at  the  ^^one*armed  devil."  It  was  afterward  well 
known  that  in  this,  and  subsequent  engagements,  the  rebel  offi; 
cers  exhorted  their  marksmen  to  take  cool  and  careful  aim  at 
the  '^  one-armftd  devil,"  who  seemed  to  delight  in  setting  them 
at  defiance.  Ebarky  shook  his  stump  at  them,  as  he  was  wont 
to  do  when  excited,  and  galloped  away  unscathed.  Not  a  mis- 
sile touched  his  person  or  his  horse. 

Thus,  the  battle  of  Williamsburg  ended  in  establishing  the 
character  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  but  particularly  of 
HxiirrzBLHAN's  (the  Third)  Corps ;  in  elevating  Ebarnt  and 
HooKBB  to  the  first  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  American 
free  people,  as  generals  and  soldiers  of  the  finest  type,  for 
ability,  influence  and  gallantry ;  in  winning  the  concession  from 
MoGlellan  that  their  troops  had  gained  a  complete  and  glorious 
success ;  but,  alas  1  in  nothing  further !  no  trophies  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Union  commander ;  no  results  followed  the  prodigal 
libation  of  blood  and  life.  When  the  news  arrived  of  the  battle 
fought,  the  victory  won,  and  the  subsequent  paralysis  through 
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McOlbllan,  the  writer  pronounoed  a  judgment,  recorded  and 
attested,  which  events  justified.*  McClbllaut  demonstrated 
himself  a  failure;  the  Staff  which  our  Executive  and  the  Nation 
had  selected  to  prop  the  cause  of  the  North  and  guide  its  armies, 
had  proved  a  Pharaoh's  reed.  Witness  the  thousands  of  vie* 
tims  to  the  camp  diseases,  to  the  Chickahominy  malaria,  the 
thousands  wasted  in  infructuose  battles.  Phil.  Ebabnt  had 
predicted  all  this ;  his  prediction^  were,  one  by  one,  verified  to 
the  letter,  in  the  blood  and  ashes  of  our  bravest  and  most  pre- 
cious. Two  months  more  and  the  Union  army  had  been  misled 
back — not  driven  back  —  to  the  James;  humiliated  through  its 
chief -i-  n.ot  conquered,  or  dishonored  in  itself.  Within  three 
months  it  was  back  whence  it  started,  as  had  been  foretold  that 
it  would  be  by  more  than  Pmi*  Ebabkt.  Let  the  reader  who 
doubts  this  obtain  Emil  Sohalk's  *^  Summary  of  the  Art  of 
War'*  (J,  B.  LiPPiNCorr  A  Co.,  Philadelphia),  of  which  the 
first  edition  was  published  about  tbe  time  of  the  ^^Afiair  of 
Rivers,**  or  Peninsula  campaign  was  definitely  resolved  upon. 
Examine  carefully  ^^  Example,**  pages  25,  38,  particularly  that 
wonderful  map,  which,  had  it  not  been  prepared  and  issued  six 
months  before  the  events  it  prefigured,  culminating  in  Antietam 
(another  battle,  indecisive,  like  Williamsburg,  through  the  like 
fault  of  the  very  same  supreme  commander),  would  be  almost 
an  after-delineation,  of  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  campaign,  April 
—  September,  1862. 

That  neither  Hookbb  nor  Ebabnt  was  to  blame  for  the 
result,  their  voices,  their  actions,  the  wounds  of  the  one  and 
the  death  of  the  other  abundantly  attest. 

Kbabitt's  troops  were  the  first  to  enter  the  abandoned  works 
of  the  rebels,  apd  detachments  of  Ebabnt's  division  were  the 
first  to  advance  on  the  morning  after  the  battle  of  Williamsburg, 
and  friends  of  the  writer,  who  were  engaged  there,  state  that  a 
skirmish,  of  greater  or  less  magnitude,  occurred.  As  no  response 
has  been  made  to  published  calls  for  information,  this  fact  is 
merely  mentioned  to  show  that  Kbabny  and  his  ofiicers  and 
men  were  always  on  the  alert,  and  that  if  he  did  not  go  ahead 
it  was  no  fiiult  of  his. 


'■<< ' 


«  See  note  *,  page  08,  Genertl  BiPxtstbb*!  *'  DoclilTe  Coafllcte  of  the  Late  CItU 
War,  or  SlaTeholder'i  Bebellion,"  No.  1. 
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HBADQUABTBBa  THIRD  DIVIBION,  HEINTZELMAN*S  CORPS, ) 

WiLUAMSBUBa.  May  ^&th^  1882.        f 

Caftaim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that,  on  receivisf  orders  on  the  5th  instant,  at 
nine  a.  x.,  the  Division  took  np  its  line  of  march,  and  shortlj  after  came  npon  tho 
crowded  colnmns  belbre  us. 

At  ten  and  three-qoarters  a.  x.,  an  order  was  received  ftom  General  Buxiixx  to  pass 
all  others  and  proceed  to  the  support  of  General  Hooxsx,  already  enga|;ed. 

With  difflcolty,  and  much  loss  of  time,  my  Division  at  length  made  iu  way  through 
the  masses  of  troops  and  trains  that  encumbered  the  deep,  moddy,  single  deille,  until, 
at  the  "  Brick  Church,'*  my  route  was  to  the  left.  At  one  and  a  half  p.  x.,  within  three 
and  a  half  miles  of  the  battle-lield,  I  halted  my  colamn  to  rest,  for  the  first  time,  and  to 
get  the  lengthened  files  in  hand  befbre  committing  them  to  action.  Csptain  Xosis,  of 
the  General  Staff,  with  groat  energy,  assisted  me  in  this  effort.  Ahnost  immediately, 
however,  on  order  ftom  General  HnxTZBLXAir,  our  "  knapsacks  were  pUed."  and  tho 
head  of  the  column  resumed  its  march,  taking  the  "  double  quick,"  wherever  the  mud* 
holes  left  a  iboting.  Arrived  at  one  mUe  ttom  the  engagement,  you,  in  person,  brought 
me  an  order  to  detach  three  regiments — one  from  Bbkbt^s,  the  leading  Brigade,  and  two 
from  BntinR'^s,  the  Second—  to  support  Kxobt*s  Horse,  to  the  left  of  the  position. 

Approaching  nearer  the  field,  word  was  brought  by  an  Aid-de-camp  that  Hookxr*s 
cartridges  were  expended ;  and  with  increased  rapidity  we  altered  under  fire.  Having 
quickly  consulted  with  General  Hookxb,  and  received  General  HniiTniXAX*s  orders 
ae  to  the  point  of  onset,  I  at  once  deployed  Bxbst's  Brigade  to  the  left  of  the  WiUlams- 
burg  road,  and  Bibmst's  on  the  right  of  it  ~  taking,  to  cover  the  movement,  and  to 
support  the  remaining  battery,  that  had  ceased  to  fire,  two  companies  of  Pob's  Regi* 
ment. 

As  our  troops  came  into  action,  the  remnants  of  the  brave  men  of  Hooxxb*s  Division 
were  passed,  and  our  regiments  promptly  commenced  an  unremitting,  well-directed 
flito.  However,  ftt>m  the  lengthening  of  the  files,  the  gap  oocasioned  by  the  wittidrawal 
fh>m  the  column  of  three  regiments,  and  the  silence  of  this  battery,  I  aoon  was  left  no 
alternative  than  to  lead  forward  to  the  charge  the  two  companies  of  the  Second  Michi- 
gan Volunteers,  to  bear  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  now  crowding  on  our  pieces. 
This  duty  was  performed  by  officers  and  men  with  superior  intrepidity,  and  enabled 
Hajor  WAiinrBXOHT,  of  Hookkb's  Division,  to  collect  his  artillerists  and  to  reopen  fire 
fh>m  the  several  pieces.  A  new  support  was  then  collected  from  the  Fifth  Jerseys* 
who,  terribly  decimated  previously,  again  came  forward  with  alacrity. 

The  afbir  was  now  ftilly  and  successftUly  enga^t^  along  our  whole  Une,  and  the  regi- 
ments kept  steadily  gaining  ground— but  the  heavy  strewn  timber  of  the  abattia 
defied  all  direct  approach. 

Introducing,  therefore,  fruh  markumn  from  Pok*s  Regiment,  I  ordered  Ootonel 
Hobabt  Ward,  with  the  Thirty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers  (Scott  Life-Guard)  to 
charge  dovrn  the  road  and  take  the  ''  r1/ie  pits  "  (in  the  center  of  the  abattls)  by  their 
flank.  This  duty  Colonel  Wabo  performed  with  great  gallantry — his  martial  demeanor 
imparting  all  confidence  In  the  attack.  Still  the  wave  of  impulsion,  though  nearly  sue- 
cessfhl,  did  not  quite  prevail  —  but  with  bravery,  every  point  thus  gained,  was  fhlly 
sustained.  The  ^  wing  of  Colonel  Rilbt*8  Regiment,  the  Fortieth  New  York  Volun- 
teers (the  Mozarta),  was  next  sent  for;  and  the  Colonel,  being  wOkmUy  engaged  in 
front,  came  up  brilliantly,  conducted  by  Captain  Mindil,  Chief  of  General  Bibkbt's 
Staff.  These  charged  up  to  the  open  space,  and  silenced  some  light  artillery,  and  gain- 
ing the  enemy's  rwir,  caused  him  to  relinquish  his  cover.  The  victory  was  ours. '  About 
this  period  General  Jaxbson  brought  up  the  rear  brigade  and  the  detached  regiments, 
having  previously  reported«them  in  the  midst  of  a  severe  fire.  A  second  line  was 
established,  and  two  columns  of  regiments  made  disposable  fbr  fhrther  moves.  Bui 
darkness,  with  the  still  drizsly  rain,  now  cloeed,  and  the  regiments  Mvocraefcul  on  the 
field  they  had  won. 


* 
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Th«  nconnoluuicsa  daring  ths  night  ud  ths  cwly  patioli  ot  tbs  momlng  nvealed 
tho  eQoaj  raUring,  tnd  Gflnenl  HBniTEmuiuii  tn  fenoo,  ordered  lato  ttafl  eDcm^^s 
vorka  (which  oar  plckatt  of  the  One  Houdrod  md  Fifth  PeiuiijlTBni*.  ander  Uenteii- 
■nt  QiLHBV,  wan  antuing  with  Qeniml  Jamihmi)  tlM  Foanh  Ibliu  BeglmeDt,  to 
■net  thereon  IM  itasdanl  and  Xtkt  pouanlDn  Id  Aill  (Ore*. 

1  have  la  muk  ont  Ibi  the  high  comnieudttkiii  of  the  Qsaetil'lii^hief;  (HsDrali 
JuOtHK,  BouriT  uid  BiBBT.  whOM  •oldlerijJodgnuDt  wu  oDtf  equalleil  bj  their  dih 
Ungslihed  coniage.  IrafBryoatathelirqiDrli  lodoJoKlca  tocheiutmetorthe  giUant 
otBcen  aid  men  imder  tbelr  Immediate  conuaand.  StTlug  coBtned  mjweJt  prioclpall]' 
to  the  c«n[er,  tha  kaj  of  tha  poalUoDi.  I  report  aa  haTlog  coDiplciiOBilr  dlttlDgalahed 
tbanielia*,  Imparting  Tlctory  all  amoad,  Colonali  Poi,of  the  Second  Ulchlgan  VoIdd- 
teen,  ind  Bobabt  Wtxo,  of  (he  Thlrtr-elghth  New  York, 

Kerertn  an;  ■"'Ion  wai  tha  InBnanceof  tAa  Staff  more  pereepUbla.  All  ware  moil 
eDcieBt  lod  daOaat  of  danger.  I  eipecUUr  notice  Captain  Butk,  a.  A.  Oenaral  of 
Oenaral  BaMnr,  and  predict  for  him  a  career  of  oaeftifaiaH  and  glorf. 

Hj  OWB  Staff  ««re  trnt;  mj  maan>  of  vlilon  In  tU*  battle  in  the  woodi.  I  hare  to 
daplara  thelou  of  mjCMeCotStaff,  Capo  In  Wiuoh,  trba  wu  killed  pnlUng  In  execution 
my  deelre  toe  a  general  onaat.  at  tha  period  of  tha  taat  charge,  telling  wltliln  Cbe  enemT'e 
llnea.  Alio,  Lieatenant  «■ "»'»",  lata  of  Weet  Point,  41  the  and  of  the  eagBgemeqi, 
after  baTtog  prevtoulf  loat  ■  boria.  Captain  Wiujm  X.  SrnBsaa,  my  Aid,  wsi  brsTe. 
achre  and  Jndlclou.  Llentenant  Moobb,  another  of  mj  Aldi ,  renewed  la  tbla  field  bli 
prerteiu  dlillnetlon  gained  abroad.  Ity  Votnnuer  Aid,  Kt.  WiTra  D>  PcreTiB,  bore 
hlDualf  bandaomelT  In  thi*  hla  flnt  actloD. 

I  haTa  the  honor  to  append  (he  Hat  of  HBftl  and  woonSed.  which,  thongh  not  Impair- 
ing ooi  Attnra  eOcleoey.  waa  a  aoTora  loia  Ibr  the  Ibw  engaged. 

Odr  batterlei  ware  on  the  flald,  but  were  not  raqnlred,  H^or  WADnmaBT  (HoosiB'a 
Dlvialon)  having,  b^  mnch  perBonai  elVort,  reanmed  tha  Areofaerenl  pieces.  But  Cap- 
tain Taonaon,  U.  B.  A.,  the  chief  of  mr  DMilon  artlUary.  In  the  mldat  of  ■  haa\7  Bra. 
gave  ma  the  benellt  of  bla  aipartence. 

HlUDtS,  AT    TBI  Bun,!  OT  WUc 
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have,  air,  the  honor  to  be. 

Vary  roapeetflUlj, 

fonr  obedient  lerrant, 

P.  KXASNT, 
Br1e-G4n'l  Qmwmmtliig  Ttiird  DitMon,  TWrd  Oiryti. 

Cafl.aitaA.A.,  Om'l  Edntulman'i  (^rpt,  TTOSanufrur?. 
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Camp  Bxbbt,  BABHAJCsnuui,  Ya.,  May  UMh,  1868. 

Sm :  The  events  which  crowded  on  ns  alter  the  battle  of  the  5th  ~  its  stonny  night  — 
the  care  of  the  wounded  ~  the  attentions  to  the  slain  ~  the  collection  of  the  tropliies 
—  the  moves  of  the  next  day— having  prevented  my  report,  embracing  the  distin- 
guished acts  of  individnals,  not  serving  in  my  actual  presence,  indnced  me  to  reqncst 
that  the  saperlor  authority  of  the  commander  of  the  corps  would  be  employed  to  nse, 
m  my  otcn,  the  separate  reports  of  those,  my  brigade  commanders,  who  so  ably  sus- 
tained my  viTorts  by  their  gallantry ;  and  who  so  amply  fhlfllled  the  high  prestige  which 
they  had  won  as  Colonels  of  noble  regiments. 

The  lists  of  the  Generals  of  Brigades,  comprises  the  names  of  the  IbllowiDg  offleera 
aud  regiments: 

The  right  of  my  linft  consisted  of  the  two  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Cteneral 
BiBNrr,  the  Thirty-eighth  New  York  Yolanteen,  Colonel  J.  H.  HoBAicr  Wabd,  and  the 
Fortieth  New  Toric,  Colonel  Rilxt— the  other  two  regiments  of  this  brigade  having, » 
mile  back,  been  detached  to  Join  Oeneral  Bxobt.  The  Thirty-eighth  New  Tork  was 
the  regiment  that,  sent  for  by  me,  charged  down  the  road,  and  took  the  pits  and  abat- 
tls  in  flank.  Colonel  J.  H.  Houabt  Waxd  has  already  been  noticed  by  me,  as  one  of 
the  ^'bravest  of  the  brave."  He  reports  that,  "Lieutenant-Colonel  Stboko  certainly 
deserves  mention  for  his  gallantry.  It  would  be  unjust  to  mention  any  one  line  officer 
before  another,  when  off  behaved  so  well.  This  regiment  lost  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  men  on  the  81st  of  July  last,  at  Bull  Run."  This  day  there  were  nine  offlcera 
killed  and  wounded  out  of  nineteen  in  the  regiment  that  wmt  into  action,  vis. : 

Thirty-eighth  New  Yoik  Volunteers  lost  — 

omoBBs  sillbd: 

CALVIN  S.  DB  VITT Captain Company  L 

WILLIAM  SHARP Second  Lieutenant Company  H.     9 

omcxBS  wouionD: 

JAMES  E.  STRONG Lieutenant-Colonel. 

GEORGE  W.  DENNETT Captain Company  D. 

AUGC7STUS  FRINK  (Funkf) Captain Company  H. 

SAMITEL  C.  DWYBR Captain *....  Company K. 

R.  J.  MATSON First  Lieutenant Company  A. 

E.  MILLER Second  Lieutenant Company  B. 

W.  SCOTT Second  lieutenant..'. Company  A.     T 

Total  officers  killed  and  wounded 9 

Enlisted  men  killed » 

do      do   wounded U 

do     do   missing 10 

Total  loss 8d 

The  Fortieth  Regiment,  Colonel  Rilbt,  performed  noUe  and  efficient  aervloea.  Colo- 
nel BiuiT^wlth  great  spirit,  held  the  right  wing  with  half  his  regiment,  alter  the 
Thirty-eighth  and  half  the  Fortieth  had  been  withdrawn  to  act  under  my  pertonai 
direction.  The  part  of  the  Fortieth  acting  on  the  road  against  the  central  pita  and 
abattis— charging  down  the  road  into  the  plain,  passed  beyond  the  enemy's  flank, 
and  drove  olT  by  their  lire  several  pieces  of  artillery,  brought  tacprwuiif  againtt  ikem. 

Fortune  Ihvored  them.   Their  loss  was  — 

oirxoiBS  kzlubd:— (None.) 

ojfFiouBS  woundbd: 
E.  F.  FLVXl^'UER Second  Lieutenant OompanyL*      1 

Total  officers  killed  and  wounded 1 
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Eolistod  men  killed 6 

do     do   wounded S8 

Totallo88.. S9 

The  battle  on  the  left  of  the  line  was  a  seiieci  of  aBsanlta  by  the  enemy,  and  repnlses 
and  outsets  by  ounelves  —  the  ftesh  re-inforcemente  by  the  enemy,  contlnnally  tending 
to  oatllank  n«.  General  Bibbt  was  ever  on  the  alert,  and,  by  good  arrangements  and 
pergonal  example,  inflaenced  the  ardor  of  all  aronnd  him^  Ills  regiments  fought  most 
desperately.  Their  loss  attests  it.  It  acted  partly  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  partly  in  carrying  the  abattis. 

It  was  one  of  them.  Colonel  Pok*8  Second  Michigan,  mart  dirtetfy  under  mp  control^ 
which  maintained  the  key  point  of  oor  position. 

Two  of  its  companies  led  off  with  the  first  success  of  the  day,  whilst  covering  the 
artillery. 

Colonel  Pox  had  already  won  a  reputation  In  Western  Virginia.  He  was  a  distln- 
tlnguished  officer  in  the  U.  8.  Army  before  taking  command  of  this  regiment. 

I  especially  notice  him  for  advancement  His  talents,  his  bravery,  his  past  servicea 
merit  it.    His  loss  was  ~ 

ovnoKss  KILLED :  ~  (None.) 

omcEBs  wommsD: 

W.  R.  HORSB Captain Company  F. 

WM.  B.  McCRURT Captain Company  G. 

ROBERT  D.  JOHNSON Second  Lieutenant ^ Company  A.     8 

Total  officers  killed  and  wounded Z 

BnUsted  men  killed 17 

do      do    wounded tt 

do     do   missing , S 

Total  killed,  wounded  and  ihissinig 60 

The  principal  lost  on  the  left  of  the  other  two  regiments  (the  fourth  of  the  brigade. 
Third  Iflcbigan,  Colonel  CHAXPiiAnr,  having  been  detached  with  General  Bxort), 
serving  n|ore  immediately  under  the  eye  of  General  Brasr,  was  very  severe.  Colonel 
HATiLur,  commanding  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York,  on  the  extreme  left,  was  charged 
with  guarding  against  the  enemy*s  turning  our  left  flank.  This  duty  required  vigilance 
and  pertinacity.    This  regiment  lost  —  / 

OTFicras  killbb: 

PATRICK  H.  HAYES First  Lieutenant OompanyO. 

JEREMIAH  O'LEART First  Lieutenant CompanyF.      % 

omoiBs  wouitdbd: 

JAMBS  F.  MAGUIRE Captain Company  B. 

WILLIAM  H.  DB  LACY Captain OompanyK. 

JOHN  MASSY Second  Lieutenant -  Company  G. 

EDWARD  N.  BROWN Second  Lieutenant Company  C. 

JAMESSMITH Second  Lieutenant CompanyF.     5 

Total  officers  killed  and  wounded 7 

Enlisted  men  killed » 

do      do    wounded 65 

do     do   missing % 

Tbtallosa 95 

88 
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Colonel  Tkbkt,  comnumdlng  the  Third  Michigan,*  was  princlptUy'engaged  in  cany- 
ing  rifle  pita  (a  redoubt)  in  the  woodi.  flia  loaa  ia  the  hl^eat  on  the  Uat  of  killed  and 
wounded,  and  oompriaea— 

ovncsBBa  xiujd* 
JAMBS  A.  GUNHIKQ Second  Lteatenant Company  C.     1 

ovnosMM  wouksid: 

HBNRT  D.  TBBRT Colonel. 

SAMUEL  B.  BBACH Lientenant-Cotonel. 

BDWABD  J.  SHUBLOCK Captain Company  A. 

HEBBBR  LB  FAVOUB Captain « Company  F. 

WM.  B.  TDLLOTSON Second Lientenant CompanyH.     6 

Total  offieera  killed  and  wounded 6 

Bnliited  men  killed 98 

do     do   wounded 110 

Total  kMB ,  ~UA 

In  dosing  this  aapplementary  Beport  on  the  locati<^n  and  mexita  of  indiTidnala  and 
regimenta,  it  ia  propor  to  inclnde,  although  not  attached  to  my  command,  General  Gro- 
YXB,  who,  with  an  untiring  courage,  whUat  moat  of  hia  men,  having  t^en  relieyed  by 
ourarriyal,  were  taking  the  merited  reapite  after  their  long  houra  of  aevere  fighting. 
Btill  brought  up  into  line,  alongaide  of  ua,  Mveial  handled  Tolunteera,  who  fbllowed 
his  example,  encouraging  them  to  the  flght 

This  report  would  alao  ^  inoonplete  did  I  lUl  to  mention  the  meritoriooa  serricea 
of  our  Medical  Corps.  They  were  everywhere,  un4er  the  greatest  obatadea,  efficiently 
aiding  the  wounded  and  establishing  ambulances.  One  of  them,  Br.  J.  H.  Baztsb, 
one  of  Acting  Surgeon-General  Tbxplxb*8  Staff,  Medical  Inspectorof  Field  Ambulances, 
assisted  me  greatly  during  the  action  by  carrying  orders. 

Sir,  with  the  tmat  that  the  division  has  done  ita  duty,  and  flilfllled  your  ezpectatkms, 
I  have  the  honor  to  b*  moat  reapeetftiUy, 

Tour  obedient  aervant, 

P.  KBABNT, 
Brt(KttUi^Omi€nl  OimtmmUUnff  Dlv6k0k, 
To  Captain  Ckauhot  MoKnvn. 

«  LETTER  OF  KXABNY  IN  REGARD  TO  HIS  MICHIGAN  TROOPa 

HBADQUARTBBS  THIRD  DIVISION,  HEINTZLEMAN*S  COBPS, ) 
Caup  Bibbt,  BAWKwmBVinJ,  Ya.,  ifcqf  1(MA,  1888.  f 

7b hb  JBxeeBmeif  Avna  Buob,  {fcmmorqf  Mkkiffa^: 

Sib — It  givea  me  great  pleasure  to  addreaa  you,  in  order  to  bring  to  your  immediate 
notice  the  noble  and  brave  manner  with  which  the  troops  of  your  State,  in  my  Divi- 
aion  conducted  themselves  in  the  engagement  before  Williamaburg  on  the  5th  instant. 
The  Second,  under  Colonel  Fob,  and  the  Fifth,  under  Cotonel  Txrbx,  behaved  In  the 
most  handsome  manner.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  report  of  the 
oolonela  of  thoae  regiments,  together  with  that  of  their  general.  General  Bbbbt,  com- 
manding the  brigade,  and  alao  a  copy  of  the  one  sent  in  by  myself  to  General  Head- 
quartera.  I  also  send  you  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  Colonel  Poi  served  more 
immediately  under  my  ovm  command,  and  the  gallantry  and  soldierly  qualities  he  dis- 
played rendered  him  particularly  conaplcuoua.  Colonel  Tbbbt's  Regiment  took  a  rifle 
pit  of  much  strength,  after  a  severe  contest,  and  held  poaseasion  until  the  dose  of  the 

action. 

Very  reapectfiiny, 

PHILIP  KBARNT. 


CHAPTER    XXIII. 

IXIXPLI  GRATIA. 

**  Lbt  bit  graat  a^ample  stand 
CoIotMl,  •  •  • 
And  keep  the  Mldien  Arm." 

Ttruijfaon^i  **  Ode  to  Wdlinokm.** 

**  No  age  hath  been,  since  nature  flnt  began 
To  work  JoTo's  wonders,  bat  bath  left  behind 

Some  deeds  of  praise  for  mirrors  anto  man, 
Which.,  more  than  dreadfhl  laws,  hare  men  Inclined 
To  tread  the  paths  of  praise,  excite  the  mind ; 

Mirrors  the  thonghts  to  virtne's  dne  respects :  • 

Example  hastens  deeds  to  good  eflnects.** 

DavenatU, 
"  Lancelot,  the  flower  of  brayeiy, 

V  •    •    ♦    tho  chief  of  knights." 

'*  Von  dee  Lebent  Ottem  alien 
1st  der  Rahm  das  hOchste  doch  I 
Wenn  der  Lelb  in  Stanb  serlkllep 
Lebt  ter  groeee  Name  noch.** 

^^L  more  fterless  man  probably  never  lired/* 

AbbotCs  "  HUtory  of  the  CMl  War  in  America,^*  D,  49. 

"  Foresee  and  provide,  are  two  words  which  the  general  shonld  have  present  in  his 
thoughts  thronghont  every  moment  of  his  term  of  command.*''- Majmbal  Bibov, 
**  Jlcrtvoiiu  MmtiOrur 

When  that  master  of  logical  persuasion  and  common-sense 
conception  of  the  direct  road  to  the  haman  heart  appealed  to 
his  recruits  to  remember  that  they  were  examples,  one  of  his 
strongest  arguments  to  induce  them  to  shine  as  such  was,  that 
they  were  '*  compassed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  wit- 
nesses.^ Who  so  surrounded  by  observers  as  the  leader  of  an 
army  ?  Every  soldief,  every  officer  must  look  to  him,  and  grad- 
ually his  greatness  or  his  littleness  will  influence  the  mass.  If 
he  is  slow,  want  of  energy  leavens  the  whole  organisation ;  and 
it  is  hardly  unjust  to  say,  that  the  lethargy  of  the  winter  of 
1861>2  affected  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  until  Grant  and 
Shbsioan  came  and  exorcised  the  direst  enemy  to  great  achieve- 
ments in  arms.  How  different  was  it  in  the  First  Brigade  and 
the  First  Division  Kearnt  commanded?  It  would  be  unjust 
to  claim,  and  still  harder  to  prove,  that  the  noble  spirits  who 
emulated  his  example  owed  any  of  their  personal  rugged  gran« 


300  BIOGRAFHY  OF  UAJOR-^ISNKRAL  PHILIP  KBABNT. 

dear  to  him;  bat  it  is  not  anjast  to  say,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to 
believe,  that,  being  by  nature  sasceptible  of  great  things^  in  hia 
light,  they  kindled  into  greater  brillancy. 

"  Example  is  a  liTing  law,  whose  sway 
Men  more  than  all  the  written  laws  obey.** 

The  all-glorious  (iun,  as  it  bums  in  heaven,  does  not  produce 
rival  suns;  but  does  not  its  light  and  heat  impart  brillianey 
and  exbtence  to  creations  almost  as  glorious  and  exquisite, 
though  in  other  forms  ?  And  even  so  Kjbabxt's  ^'  magnificent," 
"  knightly,"  "  brilliant"  example  of  soldiership  inflamed  all  who 
followed  him ;  and  in,  and  through  the  constellated  radiance  of 
his  own  deeds  and  those  which  had  their  origin  in  his  inspira- 
tion, no  wonder,  as  Db  Tbob&iand  says,  he  became  a  legendary 
hero,  invested  with  a  thousand  memories  in  the  bivouacs  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomaa  ^^Like  begets  like,"  i/  a  proverbial 
expression,  and  certainly  those  who  held  prominent  positions 
under  Kbabny  lived  and  died  and  must  always  shine  as  types 
of  good  and  gallant  volunteer  commanders,  even  as  he  was  the 
"  type  volunteer  general  of  the  wan"  Nay,  more,  the  New 
Jersey  Brigade,  which  he  made,  to  the  last  shone  as  a  brilliant 
unit,  a  jewel  of  the  first  water,  with  .the  combined  luster  forti- 
tude, bravery  and  discipline.  To  enter  into  a  demonstration  of 
this  claim  for  his  whole  command,  would  be  to  block  out  a  vol- 
ume, and  not  a  chapter.  The  problem  can  be  proved  by  a  few 
striking  exilmples,  as  well  as  by  many,  if  they  all  fulfill  the 
same  conditions  and  every  requisite  condition. 

The  reader  has  seen  Ebabny's  promptness  on  more  than  one 
occasion.  At  the  fii*st  sound  of  alarm,  he  abandoned  every  thing 
and  traversed  three  thousand  miles  of  sea  to  offer  his  sword  to 
his  country.  Within  twenty-four  hours  after  his  appointment, 
*he  was  at  the  head  of  his  brigade.  He  held  the  forlorn  hope, 
or  advanced  po^t  almost  of  our  organizing  great  army  of  the 
war,  without  support,  in  the  teeth  of  a  victorious  foe.  He  was 
the  first  into  Mannassas,  on  the  heels  of  the  withdrawing  rebels ; 
and  he,  the  rearmost  in  the  movement,  through  **  an  ocean  of 
mud,"  was  the  first  to  throw  himself,  like  an  SBgis,  before 
HooKSB,  and  save  the  first  fair  stand-up  fight,  of  many  hours' 
duration,  perseveringly  contested,  east  of  the  AUeghanies. 
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Reader,  after  studying  his  own,  follow  up  the  records  of  his 
Bubordiuates,  and  consider  whether  such  an  example,  never  fal* 
tering  or  paling,  but  ever  growing  hnger  and  brighter,  must  not 
have  had  its  effect     '*  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them/' 

George  W.  Taylor,  of  Hunterdon  county,  New  Jersey, 
sailor,  farmer,  soldier,  miner,  and  again  soldier,  commanded  the 
Third  ^Regiment  from  that  State,  in  Kearny's  First  Brigade, 
and  succeeded  him  in  its  command.  Under  the  most  trying 
circumstances  —  for  Kearitt  declared  that  his  old  Brigade  was' 
sacrificed  —  Taylor  never  flinched,  but  always,  everywhere, 
displayed  ^^the  most  indomitable  courage."  At  Bull  Run 
Bridge,  August  27th,  1862,  his  brigade  was  made  to  confront 
the  '^entire  corps  of  Stoxewall  Jackson,"  and,  as  niight 
readily  be  imagined,  under  such  circumstances,  was  compelled 
to  fall  back  with  severe  loss.  Himself  severely  wounded,  in 
marshalling  his  command  and  setting  an  example  of  honoi*able 
leadership,  he  was  carried  back  to  Alexandria^  and  on  the  very 
day,  September  Ist,  1862,  that  Kearny  breathed  his  last  at 
Chantilly,  Taylor  gave  up  his  gallant  spirit,  another  type  volun- 
teer general. 

The  Brigadier  who  commanded  the  First  Brigade  of  Kear- 
ny's division  was  Charles  Davis  Jameson,  a  lumberman,  bom 
in  Gorham,  Maine.  This  enterprising  officer,  as  ^  General  of 
the  Trenches,"  showed  the  way  into  the  rebel  works  at  York- 
town.  Inflamed  by  the  example  of  his  superior,  Kearny  (at 
Manassas,  on  March  9th,  lOth  and  11th,  1862),  at  two  a.  m.  on 
Sunday  morning.  May  4th,  he  led  forward  detachments  of  the 
Sixty-secon4  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Sam.  Black,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Gote,  of  the  Thirteenth  New 
York,  Captain  Boughton,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  clam- 
bered over  the  parapets  of  Yorktown.  General  Jameson  and* 
Colonel  Black  were  the  first  two  men  in,  and  unfurled  the 
stars  and  stripes  on  the  *'  great  water-angle."  In  like  manner, 
about  an  hour  afler  midnight  succeeding  the  battle  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, the  *^  eagle-eyed  "  Jameson,  with,  a  picket  of  one 
hundred  and  twelve  men  of  the  One  Hundred  and  F^fth  Penn- 
sylvania, one  of  Kearny's  and  his  own  regiments,  took  possess* 
sion  of  Fort  Magruder,  and  again  this  general  was  the  first  to 
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enter  the  rebel  fortifications.  Continuing  to  display  the  same 
energy  and  intrepidity,  Jameson  fell  a  victim  to  the  Chicka- 
hominy  fever.  He  continued  in  command  up  to  June  13th,  1862, 
and  died,  in  the  fullness  of  his  glory,  at  Oldtown,  above  Bangor, 
Maine,  November  6th,  1862,  another  type  volunteer  general. 

The  next  who  claims  attention  in  this  consideration  is  David 
Bell  Birney,  born  in  Huntsville,  Alabama,  who,  either  as  a 
merchant  in  Michigan,  as  a.  lawyer  or  banker,  or  both,  in  Phila- 
delphia, certainly  enjoyed  none  of  the  advantages  generally 
supposed  to  be  indispensable  to  the  formation  of  a  generaL 
Nevertheless,  he  showed  himself  an  apt  scholar,  and  after  his 
distinguished  coming  out  of  Williamsburg,  never  falsified  the 
opinion  entertained  of  him  by  Keabny,  as  an  extremely  reliable 
and  accomplished  soldier.  It  has  been  claimed  for  him  by  his 
admirers,  that  he  was  the  best  volunteer  general  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  word,  after  Kearity,  developed  by  the  war ;  and, 

as  an  ear-witness  (Brevet  Major  W B )  reports,  Weit- 

ZBL,  a  capital  judge,  said  ^'Bisney  handled  infantry  like 
magic."  Be  this  as.  it  may,  he  certainly  showed  firstKjlass 
ability  throughout  his  career  of  four  years ;  and  when  Sickles 
—  another  first-rate,  and  a  type  volunteer  general  —  lost  his  leg 
at  Gettysburg,  Birney  displayed  all  the  attributes  of  a  brave 
soldier  and  worthy  commander,  and  did  as  much  as  any  man 
could  do  to  frustrate  the  efforts  of  Longstreet,  and  checkmate 
the  turning  plan  of  Lee.  He  continued  to  occupy  a  high  posi- 
tion and  well-earned  distinction  down  to  1865,  when,  seized  with 
typhoid,  or  Chickahominy  fever,  the  same  which  had  destroyed 
Jakbson,  he  relinquished  the  saddle  only  to  return  home  to  die. 
Like  those  previously  cited,  he  laid  down  his  life  for  his  country 
in  Philadelphia,  leaving  a  noble  record,  another  type  volunteer 
general. 

The  next  in  order  was  Hiram  George  Berry,  a  native  of 
Thomaston  (now  Rockland),  Maine.  Born  a  poor  boy,  and  bred 
a  carpenter,  he  worked  himself  up  to  the  Mayoralty  of  his 
native  city  and  the  command  of  a  division.  Always  reliable, 
always  a  grand  specimen  of  a  natural  born  soldier,  his  brigade 
was  the  first  which,  under  Eearky,  brought  relief  to  Hooker. 
He  distinguished  himself  in  almost  every  battle  in  1862,  and  fell 


filOQBAPHT  OF  MAJOB-GSNXBAL  PHILIP  KEABNT.  308 

at  Ghanoellorsyille,  crowned  with  glory.  In  this  battle  be  executed 
a  real  triumphant  bayonet-charge,*  one  which  does  not  merely 

•  ■  ■  y  ■  ■  ■  '         ■  ■        ■  ■ 

•'*The  BrUisK  Soldier^  an  Anecdotal  Histoiy  of  the  British  Army/*  by.  J.  H.  Stoc> 
Qvxu R,  London,  Amen  Comer,  1847.  Bayonet  Charges,  pp.  183-5.  *'  If  there  is  one  sub- 
Jcct  upon  which,  more  than  another,  writers  have  perpetnated  the  cnuUH  notions,  and 
npon  which  the  most  €iT9neouB  ideas  are  still  widely  entertained,  it  is  that  of  the  bayo- 
irsT  CHABOBS  <^  Unei  cf  ittfantry.  The  relations  of  modem  campaigns  abound,  it  is  true, 
with  accoonts  of  *  splendid  bayonet  charges ;  *  but  did  the  reader  ever  come  to  a  detail 
of  the  conflict— of  the  actuality  and  Its  material  results?  After  the  'War  of  the 
Spanish  Saccession  *  and  the  Battle  of  Spires,  the  inflintry  of  all'Earopean  nations  lost 
the  taste  for  close  conflict,  and  the  bayonet  appears  ererywhere  more  threatening  than 
mnrderoBS.  The  Ware  of  the  Eighteenth  Centnry,  with  their  improved  flre  tactics, 
exhibit  no  more  the  steady  old  practice  of  former  days.  Matters  began  then  to  termi- 
nate at  the  very  moment  which  had  previoosly  been  their  commencement  only.  In  the 
War  of  1700,  Folabd  says,  *  it  was  not  attempted  to  engage  hand-to-hand,  not  even  on 
the  most  Ikvorable  ground,  although  the  Tmanam  and  the  Coirois  had  never  fonght 
otherwise.*  He  assmres  as,  moreover,  'that  the  old  oflUcers  were  quite  beside  them- 
selves to  see  the  decline  of  that  good  old  custom.'  Chablxs  XII  tried  in  vain  to  dis- 
suade his  Swedes  from  firing,  and  to  give  them  a  relish  for  fldling  to  at  once  with  the 
bayonet  Mjomsal  Sazb,  after  describing  the  tactica  of  his  day,  and  informing  us  in 
what  manner  battles  were  opened,  suddenly  inquires,  *  And  what  happens  then  ?  Why, 
both  sides  begin  to  flre,  which  is  a  mlseiy  to  behold.  At  length  they  advance  npon 
each  other,  and.  generally  at  fifty  or  sixty  paces,  more  or  less,  one  or  the  other  breaks 
and  runs.    Do  you  caU  that  attacking  ?  * 

''What  says  Bbbxkhobst  on  the  subject  ?  —  *  Tour  fabrications  of  militaiy  relatione 
make  it  appear  that  all  great  actions  are  perlbrmed  with  the  bayonet ;  every  one  is 
threatened  with  the  bayonet ;  generals  command  the  change  with  the  bayonet.  But,  in 
pettOy  it  is  taken  for  granted  beforehand,  that  the  opposite  party  will  not  wait  for  it.* 
In -another  place,  he  says:  'For  him  who  has  the  right  notion  of  this  evolution,  bayo- 
net charges  are  mainly  a  figure  of  rhetoric,  vne  maMlre  <U  parier,  which  means  nothing 
more  than  one  party  rans  on  smartly,  and  the  other  leaves  the  field  to  him.*  Hear, 
farther,  Jomini,  In  his  'Critical  and  Military  History,*  whose  opinion  is  also,  that 
bayonet  attacks  take  place  mostly  tn  relations.  The  Aboh-Dukb  Chablbs,  no  mean 
authority,  says,  in  his  '  Campaign  of  1799  * :  '  Physical  strength  decides  but  seldom, 
even  in  the  greatest  battles.*  So  weighty  a  word  may  be  considered  as  expressing 
pretty  closely  the  real  shape  of  the  thing ;  and  Hotbb  atatee  his  conviction,  that  there 
are  but  few  or  no  examples  that  the  bayonet  has  been  really  resorted  to  in  good  earnest. 
It  will  scarcely  be  necessary  to  cite  many  examples  in  proof  of  the  Justice  of  the 
opinions  of  such  authorities.  Our  own  wars,  in  Egypt  and  in  Spain,  illustrate  their 
tra'th.  At  Alexandria,  in  IfiOl, '  the  splendid  bayonet  charge  *  of  our  gallant  Twenty- 
sixth  Regiment  was  not '  waited  for  *  by  the  French,  when  they  were  seen  coming 
down  through  the  .smoke  of  their  last  volley.  In  the  action  near  Pampeluna,  already 
referred  to,  the  Freneh  oolnnina  refhsed  to  atop  for  it.  At  Talavera  it  was  ;)ot  '  the 
weight  of  the  charge  *  of  the  first  battalion,  of  the  gallant  Forty-eighth,  that  saved 
the  brigade  of  Guards  fh>m  destraction  when  they  had  advanced  too  ftr—- their  well- 
directed  flre  and  timely  advance  were  quite  anfleient.  Here  and  there,  in  a  century, 
an  indMdval  instance  of  real  crossing  of  tayonets  weara  more  the  character  of  an 
anomaly,  or  a  remarkable  deviation  fh>m  the  rale.  The  tour  deforce.,  which  so  much 
gratified  the  heart  of  the  Obiat  Fbbdxbxck  at  Lowoelta  (1788),  when  the  two  battalions 
of  Bbtbbv  and  that  of  Bilubbbbck.  denuded  of  cartridges,  after  «  defense  of  five  hours 
flre  of  the  Prussian  left  fiank,  crossed  bayonets  with  the  Austrian  Croats  and  Orena- 
diera,  and  pricked  them  into  the  town  of  Lowoeita,  foond  few  or  no  subsequent  imita- 
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demonstrate  against  a  routed  foe  with  cold  steel,  but  overthrows 
him  by  it.  To  fire  a  volley  at  close  quarters,  which  sweeps  the 
field,  and  then  run  in  upon  a  flying  enemy,  who  suffer  a  few- 
ton.  A  eolltary,  but  meagre  attempt  is  seen  at  Gross-Beeren  in  181S,  when  Lleotenant- 
General  Sabr,  commanding  the  Saxons,  attached  to  RaomxR^a  Serenth  French  Corp«, 
to  protect  the  retreat  of  hie  divia ion,  led  the  Saxon  Re|t;iment,  Vom  Low,  with  fixed 
bayonets  (their  muskets  had  been  spoiled  by  the  rain),  against  the  nearest  advancing 
Prussian  column.  And  how  did  that  come  off?  Both  parties  halted  saddenly,  and 
simultaneously,  at  a  few  paces  fh>m  each  other— looked  each  other  Ibr  a  few  moments. 
hesitatingly,  in  the  face,  before  they  would  fliU  on,  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  their 
officers.  The  conflict,  chiefly  with  the  butt-end  of  the  musket,  histed  but  a  few  mo- 
ments —  General  Sabb  did  receive,  himself,  three  bayonet  wounds ;  ftw  others  were 
given  or  received,  and  the  Saxons  broke. 

"  An  excellant  authority  on  the  subject,  not  quoted  in  the  foregoing,  is  the  late  Mr. 
GuTHBix,  the  celebrated  army  sorgeon,  who  was  with  the  army  ttom  Bosica  to  Water- 
loo. '  A  great  delusion,*  says  Mr.  Gutbbis,  *  is  cherished  in  Great  Britian  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bayonet  —  a  sort  of  monomania,  very  gratiQring  to  the  national  vanity,  but 
not  quite  in  accordance  with  matter  of  fhct.  Opposing  regiments,  when  formed  in 
line,  and  charging  with  fixed  bayonets,  never  meet  and  struggle  hand-to-hand  and  foot- 
to-foot  ;  and  this  for  the  very  best  possible  reason,  that  one  side  turns  round  and  runs 
away  as  soon  as  the  other  side  comes  close  enough  to  do  mischief;  doubtless  consider- 
ing that  *  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor.^  Small  parties  of  men  may  have  per- 
sonal conflicts  after  an  aflSair  has  been  decided,  or  in  the  subsequent  scnfile,  if  tliey 
cannot  get  out  of  the  way  ihst  enough.  'J  be  battle  of  Haida  is  usually  referred  to  ai<  a 
remarkable  instance  of  a  bayonet  fight ;  nevertheless,  the  sufferers,  whether  killed  or 
wounded,  French  or  English,  snffe|fed  ttom  bullets,  not  bayonets.  Wounds  ih>m  bayo- 
nets were  not  less  rare  in  the  Peninsular  War.  It  may  be,  that  all  those  who  were 
Jbayoneted  were  killed  ;  yet  their  bodies  were  seldom  found.  A  certain  fighting  regi- 
ment had  the  mLsfortune,  one  very  misty  morning,  to  have  a  large  number  of  men  car- 
ried off  by  a  charge  of  Polish  Lancers,  many  being  also  killed.  The  commanding  ofilcer 
concluded  they  must  all  be  killed,  fbr  his  men  possessed  exactly  the  same  spirit  as  a 
part  of  the  Frence  Imperial  Guard  at  Waterloo  —  *  they  might  be  killed,  but  they  could 
not  by  any  possibility  be  taken  prisoners.*  He  returned  them  all  dead,  accordingly. 
A  few  days  afterward  they  re-appeared,  to  the  astonishment  of  every  body,  having  been 
swept  off  by  the  cavalry,  and  had  made  their  escape  in  the  retreat  of  the  French  army 
through  the  woods.  The  regiment  ttom  that  day  obtained  the  ludicrous  name  of  the 
*  Besurrection  Men.* " 

MiTCBKLL*s  **  Fall  qf  NapoUon^'"'  II,  1S8  or  1T8.  "  It  Is  remarkable  that  the  only  tacti- 
cal regulation,  or  novelty,  ever  introduced  Into  the  French  anny  during  the  warlike 
reign  of  Nafolbok,  should  be  dated  ttom  Dflben  (Just  before  the  catastrophe  of  Leip- 
sic).  The  science  of  the  tactics  —  using  the  word  in  its  proper  sense  — had  either 
attained  to  the  highest  perfection  before  his  time,  or  he  wanted  the  ability  to  improve 
it,  even  by  a  single  step.  On  the  18th  of  the  month,  the  Major-Gcneral  Is  desired  to 
circulate  the  following  order :  *  Issue  a  general  order  directing,  that,  from  this  date,  the 
inflintiy  are  to  form  only  two  deep,  his  MiO^sty  having  observed  that  no  effect  is  pro- 
duced either  by  the  fire  or  by  the  bayonets  of  the  third  rank,*  etc.  It  was  rather  late, 
perhaps,  to  make  this  important  tactical  itecoveir,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
when  his  Majesty  ever  saw  any  effects  produced  by  the  bayonets  either  of  the  first  or 
second  rank ;  for  the  world  has  yet  to  learn  that  these  boasted  milltaiy  weapons  were 
ever  used  In  fhir  and  manly  combat.  llie  overwhelmin'g  disaster  which  befel  the 
ITrench  army  in  the  plains  of  Leipsic,  and  of  which  we  have  now  to  speak,  will  help  to 
show  how  fhr  Napoueo«*s  strategical  skill  exceeded  his  tactical  knowledge.** 
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prods  and  escape  ('^  three  resolute  rebels  who  stood  to  receive 
the  bafonets,"  says  Burns,  in  his  Battle  of  WiUiamsburffj  page 
48,  *'  were  stricken  down  by  the  bayonet  in  Hancock's  move- 
ment on  our  right  in  that  conflict ''),  is  not  the  grand  blow  which 
Jessup  gave  the  veteran  British  at  Bridge  water,  when  he  came 
up  at  the  crisis  of  the  day,  arms  port,  then  fired,  and  the  two 
lines  crossed  steel,  parried,  thrust  and  slew,  until  RiaLl'b  old 
and  tried  soldiers  broke,  sullenly  retired,  and  yielded  general, 
field  and  victory.  On  May  3d,  1863,  when  the  Eleventh  Corps 
had  given  way  on  the  right  of  Chancellorsville,  broken  and 
driven  by  the  furious  practical  strategy  of  Stonewall  Jack- 
son, HooKEB  selected  Beb&y's  division,  formerly  his  own,  to 
stem  the  seemingly  irresistible  flood.  *^Go  in  General,"  said 
fighting  Joe,  *'  throw  your  men  into  the  breach ;  don't  fire  a 
shot  —  they  can't  see  you  *—  but  charge  home  with  the  bayonet." 
Bbrby's  boys  did  charge  home,  and  held,  for  three  hours,  all 
their  bayonets  so  boldly  won.  The  next  day  the  struggle  was 
renewed,  and  the  brunt  fell  again  upon  Berbt,  who,  again  and 
again,  headed  the  charge  of  his  division,  and,  first  to  meet  the 
foe,  received  a  bullet  which  ended  his  grand  career.  Thus,  in 
the  arms  of  victory,  as  far  as  his  division  was  concerned,  Bbsry 
fell  and  died,  another  one  of  the  purest  and  noblest  of  the  type 
volunteev  generals  of  our  war  —  a  finer  West  Point  never  has 
produced. 

The  last  to  whom  any  space  can  be  given  in  this  chapter  is 
bold  Tom  Egan,  of  New  York  (Brevet  Major-General  at  the 
close  of  the  war),  always  ready,  always  efficient,  and  always 
successful  where  the  result  depended  on  gallant  leading.  After 
Kbabnt  fell  at  Chantilly,  September  1st,  1862,  Eoan,  with  the 
First,  Thirty-eighth  and  Fortieth  New  York,  all  belonging  to 
Kbabny's  division,  executed  a  brilliant  charge,  which  gave  us 
the  possession  of  the  contested  field,  and  had  it  been  known 
that  Kbabnt  had  fallen  (he  was  supposed  to  have  been  taken 
prisoner),  he  would  have  recovered  the  remains  of  the  hero, 
and  guarded  it  from  desecration. 

This  list  might  be  enlarged  greatly,  bat  it  is  an  episode  in  a 
biography  of  Kbabnt,  and  out  of  place  there,  except  so  far  as  it 
goes  to  show  that  his  example  found  or  brought  out  noble  imitators. 

89 
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Can  West  Point  ont-top  six  such  volunteer  generals  in  one 
oommapd,  generals  who  owed  nothing  to  professional  sway 
within  the  academic  halls,  or  to  drill  upon  that  plain,  sun- 
scorched  in  the  dog-days,  and  wind-swept,  like  an  Arctic  steppe, 
in  winter,  trying  out  the  weak  and  strengthening  the  strong  to 
bear  the  honors  and  emoluments  reserved  to  caste  and  gradu- 
ating at  the  Point  ? 

Was  merchant  or  trader  Sir  William  Pefps&ell,  the  cap- 
turer  of  Louisburg,  the  strongest  fortress  in  America ;  or  Indian 
agent  Sir  William  Johkson,  the  hero  of  Ticonderoga  and  real 
conqueror  of  Dibskau  (a  selection  of  Mabshal  Count  Saxe), 
and  capturer  of  Niagara;  or  surveyor  and  planter  Washington, 
whose  master  strokes,  the  surprise  at  Trenton  — ''  to  America 
what  Thermopyl®  was  to  Greece  "  —  and  the  blow  at  Trenton, 
which  excelled  it — "events  sufficient,"  says  Von  Bulow,  "to 
elevate  a  general  to  the  temple  of  immortality  "  —  a  pupil  of  any 
military  academy?  No!  Was  gentleman-farmer  Schuylbb. 
who  paralyzed  Bubooynb  and  saved  Fort  Stanwix ;  or  black- 
smith-farmer-Quaker GsEBNB,  the  deliverer  of  the  Southern 
colonies  from  British  tyranny ;  or  surveyor  Watnb,  the  cap 
turer  of  Stony  Point;  or  lawyer  and  militiaman  Sullivan;  or 
sailor  and  farmer  "  Swamp  Fox "  Mabion,  who  received  little 
education,  and  "  made  no  figure  "  in  the  Congress  of  his  State ; 
or  clerk  and  scrivener  Williams  ;  or  Sumtbb,  of  whom  little 
was  known  until  he  appeared  as  a4ieutenant-colonel  of  riflemen ; 
or  hold-fast  Moultbib  (like  Cbawfobd,  of  Cedar  Mountain  and 
Gettysburg),  educated  a  physician ;  or  heroic  Mbbcbb,  a  Scotch 
emigrant  boy,  the  hero-martyr  of  Princeton ;  or  intrepid 
MoBGAN,  a  teamster  and  farmer;  or  E^nox,  or  Willet,  or 
Lamb;  —  was  either  of  these  Revolutionary  generals  a  gradu* 
ate  of  an  embryo  West  Point?  No,  no  I  Was  lawyer  and 
planter  Jackson,  who  saved  New  Orleans;  or  lawyer  Scoti, 
the  hero  of  two  wars ;  or  clerk  Wobth  ;  or  militiaman  Bbown, 
the  grand  figure  of  the  war  of  1812  on  the  ^^  lines;"  or  Taylob, 
the  winner  of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  the  capturer  of 
Monterey,  and  glorious  conqueror  of  Buena  Yista;  or  WooL;^ 
or  Jbssuf ;  or  Gainbs ;  or  Habbison  ;  or  " light-house"  artillery 
TowsoN ;  or  Pbbsifeb  F,  Smith  ;  or  Stephen  Waits  Eeabny, 


\ 


\ 
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the  maker  of  our  First  Dragoons,  as  fine  a  regiment  as  ever 
paraded  man  and  horse  for  inspection,  the  conquerer  qf  New 
Mexico  and  California;  or  Phil.  Kearny,  " hero,  patriot  and 
martyr  '*  —  was  either  a  graduate  of  West  Point  or  any  military 
school  ?    No,  no,  no ! 

Would  that  the  same  pains  and  the  immense  labor  which  has 
been  bestowed  in  collecting  the  statements  of  services  performed 
by  West  Pointers  had  been  devoted  to  civilian  appointments  to 
military  commands  since  our  country  has  had  an  army!  The 
writer  does  not  think  that  the  people  would  blush  at  the  com- 
parative columns,  had  every  minor  duty,  well  done,  been  cred- 
ited to  the  Volunteer  as  it  has  been  to  the  graduate  of  West 
Point  Such  a  task  requires  health  and  time,  which  the  writer 
has  not  been  able  to  give,  and  cannot  concede;  otherwise  it 
would  have  been,  or  be,  a  real  labor  of  love,  to  which  he  has 
been  invited  by  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  our 
country. 

This  chapter  may  be  construed  into  a  depreciation  of  educa- 
tion. Not  sol  Education,  without  bigotry,  is  beneficial  in 
every  profession,  in  some  professions  indispensable.  But  it 
should  not  be  so  imbued  with  prejudices  as  to  constitute  a  bar 
to  uneducated  genius  or  sound  judgment  capable  of  making  up, 
by  God's  especial  gifts,  for  the  want  of  experience  and  lack  of 
technical  education.  The  Procrustean  bed  of  such  an  institute 
as  West  Point  would  reduce  every  thing  to  its  own  formulated 
dimensions  —  a  pi^ocess  which  is  the  hereditary  foe  of  originality, 
and  allows  nothing  not  its  own  to  be  great,  until  compelled  to 
do  so  by  public  opinion,  or  by  the  uncontrollable  greatness  of 
the  thing  itself  Several  West  Points,  or  the  infusion  of  the 
military  element  into  all  our  universities  and  colleges,  with  sus- 
ceptibility of  subsequent  entry  therefrom,  after  competition,  into 
the  regular  service,  would  remedy  the  evil,  since  one  would  be 
jealous  of  the  other,  and  thus,  through  this  division  of  senti- 
ment, outsiders  would  once  in  a  while  get  their  own  —  that  is, 
the  opportunity  and  credit  due  them.  The  abolition  of  all 
,  monopolies  will  come  through  time  and  the  common  sense  of 
the  people. 


^ 


CHAPTER    XXIV. 

THE   PENINSULAR   CAMPAIGN. 

WnUAMSBUBG  TO  MALVEBN  HILL, 

(No,  1.) 

SEVEN  PINES  AND  FAIR  OAE8. 

**  And  kow.  In  thunder,  6mj  by  dsy. 
The  hot  sky  hAngtng  over  all 
Beneath  that  eollen  lurid  pall. 
The  Week  <^  BcOUee  rolled  away  \ 

"  GlTe  me  my  legions  I  m,  in  grief. 
Like  him  of  Borne,  onr  fhther  cried, 
(A  NaUoris  Flower  lay  down  and  died 
In  yon  fell  shade  t)  ah,  haplest  chief. 

"  Too  late  we  learned  thy  Star  I  o^erta*en 
(Of  error  or  of  fiite  o'erharsh) 
Like  V^BUs,  in  the  fktal  marsh 
Where  skill  and  valor  all  were  Tain  I     • 

"  All  yain— Fair  Oaks  and  Sxmr  Pmn  I 
A  deeper  hue  than  dying  Fall 
Hay  lead  is  yours  I  yet  over  all 
The  mild  Virginian  autumn  shines/* 

BnowMXLL's  *'  The  Battle  Summere." 

**  Invasion  succeeds  by  celerity;  defiance  is  sustained  by  delay/*— O^Coxob^s  "  JAft- 
tary  Hittory  of  the  Irieh  Nation,  page  106.'* 

•>  But  though  the  (Anglo-Dutch)  besiegers  had  crossed  the  river  (Shannon),  and  erected 
a  fort  to  secure  their  new  position,  this  division  of  their  army  into  two  bodies,  con- 
nected by  a  temporary  bridge  made  their  situation  extremely  perllons.  The  portion  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  might  be  overwhelmed  before  it  could  receive  succor  from 
the  left,  and  vice  vena,  A  council  of  war  on  the  ITth,  decided  that  the  selge  should  be 
tamed  Into  a  blockade— that  the  reMmrces  of  the  garrison  should  be  cut  off,  and  a  sur^ 
render  expected  from  Ikmine.**— OTomob*s  "iflA/ary  ^ttory  qfthe  Jrieh  Nation;"  ITS. 

*'  Meantime  the  (Tarlists,  made  aware  of  his  (Ebpabtsbo*s)  Inactivity,  performed  an 
exploit  that  deserves  to  rank,  both  in  conception  and  execution,  among  the  most  bril* 
liant  of  military  achievements.**  *  *  (Espabrbo  had  dislocated  his  command  in 
March«  1887,  retaining  40.000  men,  giving  14,000  to  General  BvAjn,  of  the  British  Legion, 
and  15,000  to  General  Ibbobabbxn.)  '*  Very  heavy  rain  fell  (as  at  Fair  Oaks)  during 
that  day  and  the  following,  rendering  the  ground  In  the  Loyola  very  hea^  for  artillery 
and  cavalry,  and  even  difficult  for  Infiintry.  The  ground  about  Losrala  Is  at  most  times 
swampy.  *  *  The  Garlists  having  thus  disposed  of  Ibbobabbbit  (dislocated),  fell  on 
the  Legion  while  Espabtxbo  'remained  inactive,  leaving  it  to  General  Bvaks  and 
Ibbobabbbit  to  flght  It  oat.*  *  ^  As  regards  the  exploits  of  the  Carllsts  in  this  affair, 
it  is  impossible  to  concede  too  much  praise  to  them.  That  their  opponents  committed 
many  and  grave  errors  in  no  way  detracts  from  the  merit  due  to  them.  To  elete  tqxm 
an  oppoHiinity  qjfiorded  6y  the  error  qf  your  advbbbabt.  Is  one  of  the  highest  attributes  , 
of  generalship.  To  Join  to  quickness  of  perception,  promptitude  of  decision  and 
rapidity  of  execution.  Is  given  only  to  great  leaders  whose  qualities  of  command  are 
inborn.  Theee  thinffe  cannot  be  Uxught  in  eehoole,^^  HBinDBBaoB*s  ^BoU^ier  qf  Thane 
queene;'  U,  1. 18-94. 
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"  It  is  in  time  of  difficulty  that  great  men  and  great  nations  display  all  the  energy  of 
their  character  and  become  an  object  of  admiration  to  posterity."— ifaxiiM  <^  Na 

FOUKOV. 

^  Then  Nbstob  thns  to  AcAinnnffoir  said. 
No  longer  mnst  our  Business  be  delayM, 
What  Jon  hath  hinted,  what  God  pnts  us  on. 
Most  both  with  Speed  and  Cheerfhlness  be  done. 

*'Itis  an  Old  MUitaiylCaxim,  •  #  «  'A>AtMtend  2%n«,*  •  #  ^ 
no  Jim  being  so  cotUff  and  irreparable  as  to  lose  an  cpportunUy;  whence  Albzahdsb, 
being  asked  how  he  achieved  so  great  things  in  so  short  a  time,  answered,  #  «  ^ 
'^  not  dektyinff,' "  Ogilbt's  " Homer's  lUad,''  WHH). 

r — "  since  dangerous  are  Delaies.** 

OonAT^B  ^'.BbflMrV  (ktymt,''  1080. 
«*  In  military  operations  Time  is  eyeiything.^—WsLUNoroH,  80th  June,  1800. 

It  is  so  difficult  to  treat  of  the  Peninsula  Campaign,  and  avoid 
the  absolute  necessity'  of  criticisms  at  every  step,  that,  beyond 
an  analytical  review,  the  present  work  will  be  restricted,  as  &r 
as  possible,  to  Ksabnt's  Reports  and  Correspondence. 

In  order  to  comprehend  this  campaign  thoroughly,  an  accu- 
rate map,  on  a  large  scale,  is  indispensable.  Furnished  with 
such  a  one,  any  reader,  interested  in  military  subjects,  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  study  the  country  about  Richmond,  and 
acquaint  himself  in  regard  to  the  geodesical  features  of  it,  will 
comprehend  at  once  that  McClbllan  proved  himself  a  very  in- 
ferior generaL  Afterward,  if  he  will  take  the  additional  trouble 
to  examine  and  compare  the  campaigns  in  which  Kbabny  par- 
ticipated under  Marshal  Yalbb,  General  Scott,  and  Louis 
Napolbon,  he  will  understand  at  once  that  Exabnt,  with  bis 
natural  advantages  and  experiences,  and  capacity  of  practical 
application  of  both,  must  have  been  more  fit  to  lead  than  to 
be  led,* 

K  he  still  doubts,  let  him  read  Kbabnt's  correspondence  in 
regard  to  these  events,  and  then  if  his  mind  is  free  from  pre- 
judice he  will  at  once  appreciate  the  superiority  of  the  subor- 
dinate and  the  inferiority  of  the  commander.  McClbllak 
looked  upon  an  engagement  (Williamsburg)  which  lasted  all 
day,  as  *'  a  little  matter;"  when  Ebabnt  from  the  first  felt  that 
HooKEs  must  have  the  whole  rebel  rear  guard  on  his  hands. 

After  the  battle,  when  glory  was  to  be  made  of  it  for  himself 

\ 

*  For  KEASinr*s  prescience  before  Wllliamslmrg,  see  **  Quatie  avs  de  Ctmpagnes  a 
TArmee  da  Potomac/*  hy  XaJoi^Qeneral  Biets  di  TbObbuxo,  1,198. 
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and  friends,  McClsllan  reported  a  "victory"  as  "a  bard 
fought  action/'  a  "  brilliant  eugagement "  against  an  enemy  con- 
siderably superior  in  force  to  his  army. 

On  sound  military  principles,  Johnston  should  not  have 
fought  at  all  at  Williamsburg,  because,  if  the  expedition  to 
West  Point  had  been  despatched  and  catTied  out  with  energy, 
the  rebels  would  have  been  caught,  as  Frederic  eif^ressed  it, 
*'  all  unbuttoned,"  or,  as  Napoleon  worded  it,  ^*' flagrante  de- 
licto^'^  in  the  very  commission  of  the  act  of  folly  or  crime. 

It  might  be  urged,  in  justification  of  Johnston,  that  he  had 
studied  and  comprehended  McClellan.  This,  however,  is  an 
after  thought,  for  McClellan  did  not  exhibit  himself  in  aU  the 
vividness  of  his  true  colors  until  after  Williamsburg.^  There 
it  was  that  he  demonstrated  that  he  had  no  idea  of  the  com- 
bined or  relative  force  of  the  elements  indispensable  to  the 
solution  of  military  problems.  Few  generals  who  have  been 
called  to  important  commands,  have  ever  shown  so  little  per-  ' 
ception  of  the  inestimable  value  of  the  most  important  element 
of  success  in  war — ^Timb.  "  In  War,  faults  may  be  remedied, 
but  not  those  of  Time."  "  The  only  antidote  to  the  poison  of 
his  false  strategy  in  operating  on  the  Peninsula  at  all  was, 
rapidity  of  movement  and  dash.  In  this  case  tike,  therefore, 
was  everything^  and  he  maneuvered  as  if  it  was  nothing,'^ 

*  It  was  MoClillan*8  inertUf  oyer^cantloas,  oTer-estlmate  of  hie  adverMir^s  forces, 

underestimate  of  Ms  own  and  their  capabllltlea ;  his  want  of  comprehension  of  time, 

place  and  clreiunatances,  their  IndlTidoal,  correlatiTe  and  united  force,  which  indnced 

the  writer  to  predict  the  Ikilnre  of  the  Penlnsalar  Summer  campaign  of  186S,  alloded  to 

in  the  following  letter.    The  truth  of  the  prediction  was  realized  within  seyen  weeka 

by  the  result: 

NxwYoBS,  O0C0&«rlO,1868. 
Jaios  H.  Woods,  Esq.  : 

DsAB  Sib  -At  your  request  I  recall  to  mind  a  conversation  held  in  your  ofllce  with 
General  J.  W.  db  Pxtbteii»  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Williamsbuiy  on  the  Penin- 
sula. In  that  conyersation  the  General  advanced  his  opinion,  given  in  a  military  point 
of  yiew,  that,  notwithstanding  the  successftil  issue  of  the  battle,  still  General  McClxxxak 
would  be  obliged  to  evacuate  the  Peninsula.  Several  gentlemen  present,  you  among 
the  number,  combated  the  ot)lnlon,  and  rather  ridiculed  the  idea.  The  General,  on 
turning  to  go  out,  said,  in  a  most  decided  and  emphatic  manner,  as  near  as  I  now  recall 
his  language :  **  Gentlemen,  yon  may  laugh  at  my  opinion,  you  may  congratulate  your- 
selves upon  the  victory,  but,  mark  my  words.  General  McClsllan  will  be  compelled  to 

evacuate  the  Peninsula."  Yours  truly, 

.    B.  P.  B 

[See  DX  Pxtstxb'b  "  DtdHve  ConJIicU,  No.  1,  The  Maiyland  Campaign  of  September, 
1862."    Pages  61-4,  etc.] 
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After  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,*  all  that  MgClbllan  had 
to  do  to  win  ^'panio  stricken  "  Richmond,  was  to  obey  the  pre- 
cepts of  Marshal  Sazb,  which  Fbbdbbic  exemplified  throngbont 
his  whole  career  subsequent  to  his  lesson  at  MoUwitz — ^which 
was  to  the  Prussian  army  what  Williamsburg  was  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac — but  most  notably  after  Leu  then  or  Lissa  (the 
modern  battle  of  which  Leuctra  and  M&ntinea  were  parallels  in 
antiquity)  ;  and  by  Nafolbon,  before  he  became  obese  in  body 
and  mind ;  press  forward,  with  the  point  of  the  sword  in  the 
back  of  the  retreating  foe,  and  enter  his  capital  or  stronghold 
with  his  '^  handsomely  "  beaten  and  discouraged  troops.  Such 
action  would  have  carried  our  line  of  advance  through  the 
healthy  uplands  along  the  James,  and  preserved  for  the  couptry, 
if  nothing  more,  those  tens  of  thousands  heroic  men  who  fell 
victims  to  the  malaria  of  the  bottom  lands  in  which  McClellan 
mired  and  stifled  them  and  buried  his  own  prospects. 

The  result  demonstrated  Kbabny's  wisdom  when  he  desired 
to  make  Norfolk  the  base,  and  the  south  side  of  the  James  the 
line  of  operations — after  the  Peninsula  campaign  was  inevita- 
ble— and  in  case  that  McClbllan  was  allowed  to  imitate  (since 
he  did  not  seem  capable  of  originating)  the  disembarkation  of 
the  Allies  in  the  Crimea,  in  1854.  McClellan's  plan  failed 
from  the  same  lack  of  energy  that  characterized  every  operation 
which  he  undertook.  A  visit  to  the  Crimea  was  all  that  he  had 
ever  seen  of  war  on  a  large  scale,  and  all  the  impression  which 
that  seems  to  have  made  upon  his  mind  was,  the  scientific 
lethargy  of  the  long-drawn-out  engineering  of  the  siege.  It 
appeared  as  if  fate  had  now  determined  that  this  lethargy 
should  not  only  be  imitated  but  exceeded. 

On  the  6th  May,  Ejcabny  saved  the  battle  of  Williamsburg. 
From  that  date  until  the  27th,  MgClbllan  wasted  twenty-two 
days  in  moving  his  army  fifty  to  sixty  miles — a  progress  of 

*  In  rejmrd  to  the  accoant  of  Willlamsbnrs;,  in  ChApter  XXn,  MiOoi^Oci^csral  Hbivts- 
KLXAH  wrote :  **  They  (the  pamphlets  in  which  it  originally  appeared)  contain  the  only 
account  I  ever  met  with  of  the  battle,  or  qfair^  of  Williamflbnrg."  The  Teteran  General 
added  »ome  notef,  bat,  as  this  chapter  was  in  print,  they  coald  not  be  inserted.  This 
the  publishers  regret  as  much  as  the  anthor.  Breret  Major-Gcneral  G.  Mott  also 
remarked,  in  a  snbseqnent  letter:  **Iam  like  General  Hkintrlhax;  the  pamphlets 
contain  the  only  (accoant)  of  the  battle  of  WiUiamsbarg  I  have  erer  seen.  I  was  Lieat.- 
CoL  of  the  5th  K  J.  Vols,  at  that  time ;  made  Colonel  of  the  6th  firom  that  date.** 

i 
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about  two  miles  per  day — ^a  slaggisbiiess  in  May  only  to  find  its 
parallel  in  his  September  sladcnesa  in  Maryland.  Is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  tbat  tbe  wits  of  tbe  army  dnbbed  him  tbe  ^  Vir- 
ginia Creeper?" 

^'  And  here  I  may  point  out  on  passing,"  is  the  remark  of  tbe 
Pbinob  de  Joixvillb,  *'  a  characteristic  trait  of  the  American 
people— that  is  as  well  in  regard  to  the  people  as  to  an  agglom- 
eration of  individuals^-delay.  This  delay  in  resolving  and 
acting,  so  opposed  to  the  prompitude,  the  decision,  the  audacity 
to  which  the  American,  considered  as  an  individual,  had  accus- 
tomed us,  is  an  inexplicable  phenomenon,  which  always  causes 
me  the  greatest  astonishment.  It  is  the  abuse  of  the  individuals 
initiative  that  kills  the  collective  energy,"  etc,  etc.  Attention 
was  invited  to  this  paragraph  by  a  distinguished  general,  by  no 
means  unfriendly  to  MoGlellak,  with  the  observation,  ^  Who 
could  this  be  aimed  at  but  the  commander-in-chief?  How  could 
the  Prince  know  the  American  people  except  through  him  ?"  A 
prominent  cavalry  commander  heard  the  Prince  make  the  very 
same  remark. 

Arrived  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Richmond,  he  posted 
his  forces  so  as  to  violate  one  of  the  plainest  rules  of  strategy, 
or  grand  tactics ;  so  as  absolutely  to  invite  that  attack  of  Job 
J0HNST017,  which  nearly  crumbled  one  wing,  or  one-third  of  his 
army.*  He  acted  as  if  totally  unaware  that  there  could  be  men 
in  his  front  who  would  see  quicker,  think  quicker,  plan  quicker, 
and  act  quicker  than  he  could.  There  was  one,  however, 
KsABinr,  in  the  Union  army,  if  no  more,  whose  quick  eyes  com- 
prehended, and  whose  nimble  pen  prophesied  the  impending 
peril. 

On  the  28th  May,  Kearnt  f  wrote  to  a  correspondent:  **And 
now  to  our  present  affairs.    They  seem  to  move  on  tolerably, 

^  "Tbe  best  metbod  of  defending  a  riTer,  says  Dnnuts  quoting  Ton  Bnlow,  xx.  196,  is 
tben  to  bold  tbe  army  ftssembled  at  Bome  distance  fk-om  tbe  sbore  and  lUl  vigorously 
npon  tbe  enemy  as  soon  as  be  bas  affected  tbe  crossing/*  Tbls  proposition  is  identical 
witb  tbat  demonstrated  by  Jobnston. 

t  Tbe  following  cotemporaneons  ftnecdotos  of  Kbabht  from  Cbaplain  Xarks*  Pen- 
insula  Campaign  in  Virginia  are  grapblc  and  interesting.  ^  •  # 

A.  M.  After  reacblng  beodqnarters,  learned  of  General  (Setb)  Wiluaxs  (Asst.  A^t.- 
Oen.  A.  of  P.)i  tbat  General  Kraskt  was  npon  tbe  left  wing  of  tbe  army  at  Baltimore 
cross-roads,  and  would  cross  tbe  Cblckabominy  at  Bottom  Bridge,  and  tbat  I  was  AlQj 
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bat  withont  yitalityy  and  with  hourly  signs  of  a  want  of  talent 
and  administration.  We  are  likely  to  have  a  full  battle  in  a 
very  few  hours.  I  confess  myself  not  over  sanguine  with  it.  By 
mismanagement  the  ai*my  has  lost  one-third  (by  sickness  and 
•twigglew)  since  leaving  Yorktowu.  Those  brigades  within  my 
hearing  only  average  about  two  thousand,  instead  of  over  three 
thousand ;  they  should  be  four  thousand.  But  this  is  not  all ; 
MgClbllan,  most  unfortunately,  is  putting  up  every  three  or 
four  miles,  or  leas,  successive  lines  of  rifle-pits,  miles  in  length, 
thus  too  openly  imparting  to  the  soldiers  his  own  personal  dis- 
trust of  them."  In  another  letter  he  writes  thus:  '*We  are 
on  the  eve  of  a  great  battle,  which  is  to  decide  the  fate  of 
Virginia.  The  enemy  will  fight  well,  although  shaken  by  the 
defeat  at  Williamsburg.  I  presume  that,  after  our  lead  off  the 
other  day,  the  rest  of  the  army  will  fight  well ;  but  McClbllan 
has  been  most  injudicious,  with  his  ill-organized  marches  and 
easy  permission  to  the  men  to  escape  home,  or  be  sent  back  on 

Ofteen  rnUet  firom  my  nglment.    And  here  I  mkj  panse  for  »  moment  to  bear  tevtimoDj 

to  tho  nniform  courtesy  of  thU  excellent  officer  Wilixuu,  who  bore  Into  the  army  and 

nerer  loat  the  urbanity  of  a  tme  gentleman  and  the  iwtlent  kindness  of  a  Christian. 
0  *  If  0  ^  m  m 

Page  189.  The  following  morning  (SSth  Kay)  I  reached  oar  encampment  beyond  the 
Ohickahomlny,  and  was  gratlfled  to  learn  that  we  were  within  ten  miles  of  Richmond. 
I  could  not  And  the  headquarters  of  General  Xsabst,  and  therelbro  reported  to  Gene- 
ral Jaicssov  the  condition  of  the  sick  of  our  brigade  left  behind,  and  requested  that  he 
woi^d  take  measures  to  send  back  nurses  and  hospital  stores. 

Voiy  soon  alter  General  Jaiobbow  rode  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Kbabht  and 
reported  to  him  my  statement  In  a  few  minutes  an  orderly  came  into  our  camp  bearing 
a  request  from  General  Kkabht,  **  tliat  Chaplain  Marks  should  report  himself  at  his 
tent.'^  I  confess  I  rode  to  his  headquarters  with  many  misgivings,  for  I  had  not 
reported,  as  commanded,  to  the  General  himself.  When  I  came  up  to  his  tent  door,  I 
was  ushered  into  his  presence  by  an  orderly— his  flice  was  frowning. 

**■  How  is  it,  sir,"  said  he,  ^'  that  you  did  not  report  to  me  In  person  ?  " 

"  Xxense  me,  general,*'  I  said,  "I  did  not  think  my  report  of  eufflcient  conseqaence 
to  authoriae  me  to  trouble  you  with  it  and  I  designed,  as  soon  as  I  could  And  your 
headquarters,  to  report  to  you  in  person;  but  in  the  meantime  meeting  General  Jamb- 
80H,  I  reported  to  him  the  condition  of  the  sick  In  his  brigade.'** 

"  Well,**  said  he,  '*  you  reported  tliat  rick  men  in  my  division  were  lying  in  the  woods 
and  in  tents,  a  long  distance  from  any  house  without  any  medical  attendance  or  nurses, 
and  no  one  had  looked  after  them  since  we  left ;  is  that  so,  sir  f  ** 

"Yes.  sir." 

"Why,  sir,  did  you  bring  back  a  report  so  calculated  to  demoralize  and  dishearten 

the  army  f" 

"  I  reported  to  nmie  but  to  General  Jamssov,  and  that  with  the  purpose  of  having 
sent  back  to  them  medicines,  nurses  and  hospital  supplies,  and,  if  it  was  best,  to  go 
back  myself." 

40 
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the  slightest  pretext  of  sickness.  McClellak  has  been  too 
slow ;  he  should  have  annihilated  the  enemy  in  Williamsburg 
before  they  could  have  reached  the  Chickahominy.  Until 
within  three  days  he  evidently  had  no  fixed  plan  of  action ; 
since  then  he  has  done  better.  The  battle  will  be  on  Wednes- 
day. Unless  a  Bull  Run,  it  will  be  full  success ;  if  a  Bull  Run, 
I  expect  that  my  division  will  be  the  only  one  to  escape.  I 
have  my  men  completely  in  hand ;  they  became  very  enthusi- 
astic for  me,  but  I  have  seen  so  much  mismanagement  that 
nothing  will  take  me  unawares.'^  We  did  have  "^  a  full  battle 
in  a  very  few  hours;  it  was  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  called  by 
the  rebels  Seven  Pines." 

"  Well,  sir,  why  did  yon  not  remain  there,  and  bring  in  all  those  aick  men  ?  how  did 
yon  dare  to  come  away  and  leave  them  ?  " 

"  Slr,^'  I  replied,  **I  saw  the  last  loan  brooght  Sn  before  I  left;  every  man  from  tho 
fields  and  woods  was  in  the  hospital/* 

*'WeIl,  sir,**  relaxing  a  lltUe,  "yon  mnst  obey  orders.  Say  nothing  abont  this  in 
camp,  chaplain ;  everything  relating  to  my  sick  men  tenches  my  heart.  I'll  hate  occa- 
sion Tor  yon  again,  chaplain,  now  go ;  but  hereafter  obey  orders.** 

I  bowed  and  left  the  tent.  From  that  hoar  General  Ekabnt  was  my  warmest  fHend, 
and  invariably  treated  me  with  the  greatest  kindness. 

A.  M.  a— Page  186.  ''About  this  time  I  received  the  foUowlAg  letter  fttnn  Oeneff*! 
Kbarivt,  which  I  introduce  here  as  an  illustration  of  his  watchful  interest  and  care  for 
the  sick  of  his  division,  expressing  as  it  does  sentiments  of  humanity  which  add  to  the 
glory  of  one  of  the  bravest  of  our  commanders. 

[Copy.] 

"  HSADQTTARTBBS,  ThIBD  DiVISIOH,  ) 

Faib  Oaks,  June  16, 186S.        f 
DsAB  Sib  :  I  return  yon  my  gratefhl  acknowledgments  of  yonr  noble  and  energetie 
conduct  in  behalf  of  our  poor  sufferers  of  this  division. 

*'  From  long  exi)erience  in  the  field  no  one  appreciates  more  seosfbly  Qie  service  yoa 
thus  render  to  humanity  and  to  our  cause. 

"If  there  has  been  one  point  more  than  another,  where  I  have  hitherto  laborfoosl^« 
and  concientionsly,  and  snccessAilly  fhlfilled  my  duties  as  an  officer,  it  has  been  in  my 
solicitude  for  the  sick  and  disabled.  I  am  thankfhl  to  find  in  you  a  strong  coadjutor: 
and  when  I  am  a  little  more  ft«e  to  separate  myself  ftt>m  the  cares  of  being  on  the  spot 
to  command  in  case  of  attack,  I  will  ever  be  found  a  constant  visitor  of  the  hospital*. 
^'  Most  respectAilly  your  obedient  servant, 

''P.  KBABKT, Brig.^ta. 
"  The  Rev.  Dr.  Mabks,  Chaplain  e»d  Hegt.  Pa.Vob.^' 

Perhaps  there  is  no  greater  exemplification  of  the  incessant  vigilance  exercised  by 
General  Kbabkt  in  everything  which  could  effect  the  health  of  his  troops,  than  tha 
following  order,  which  the  writer  picked  up  by  accident,  at  the  auction  of  the  effects 
of  a  citizen  of  New  Jersey,  who,  doubtless,  had  been  one  of  Ekabnt*s  First  Brigade 
from  that  State.  It  is  very  simple,  and  at  first  blush  seems  of  little  importance,  but 
upon  reflection  it  will  speak  volumes  in  favor  of  that  commander  who,  if  he  seemod 
** caUAron''^  and  led  his  men  to  desperate  ventures  in  the  battle  field,  neverthelesa 
watched  over  their  real  welflire  with  the  solicitude  of  a  mUUaryt  and,  therefore,  a  truly 
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It  is  well  to  reflect  if  the  same  volumes  from  which  Kearnt 
had  derived  his  information  "were  not  equally  open  to  McClel- 

In  the  history  of  war  it  is  seldom  that  a  general  is  found  who 
exhihits  a  greater  compound  of  caution,  where  that  quality  was 
the  key  to  success,  and  audacity,  when  the  opposite  was  the 
essential  of  the  hour,  than  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick. 

Napoleon,  in  his  observations  on  Ferdinand's  campaign  of 
1758,  remarks :  ^^The  duke,  no  doubt,  made  a  brilliant  cam- 
paign, but  his  glory  was  so  feebly  contested  that  it  would  be 
small  if  he  had  not  other  and  more  solid  titles  to  prove  his 
talents  and  his  ability. 

"  (1.)  His  passage  of  the  Rhine  was  contrary  to  every  rule. 
He  remained  several  days  on  the  left  of  that  river  separated 
from  two-thirds  of  his  own  army.  *  ♦  The  plan  of  the  duke 
was  vicious.  If  Chevert  had  succeeded  in  getting  possession 
of  the  Bridge  of  Rees,  his  army  would  have  been  lost.  *  * 
(3.)  The  plan  of  the  duke,  at  the  battle  of  Creveldt,  was  con- 
trary to  the  rule :  *  Never  separate  one  wing  of  your  anny  from 
the  other,  so  that  your  enemy  can  thrust  himself  in  the  interval.' 
Ferdinand  divided  his  line  of  battle  into  three  parts,  separated 
from  each  other  by  long  intervals  and  defiles.  He  turned  a 
whole  army  with  a  corps-in-the-air,  not  supported,  which  (this 
corps)  ought  to  have  been  enveloped  and  captured." 

considerate  "  &tber/*  a  title  often  applied  to  generals  who  give  an  earnest  attention 

to  the  bodily  health  and  comfort  of  the  men  confided  to  their  care,  while  keeping  np 

the  strictest  discipline^  that  they  might  realise  its  benefits  by  enjoying  **  xbms  saka 

nr  ooBPOBi  SAVO  **  ~  i.  €.  a  mind  perfectly  attaned  to  their  duty  in  noblest  fhimes  fittest 

todlflchaixeit: 

HiA2>qiTABTKB8,  N.J.  Bbioabb,  Noy.  8d,  1861. 
CIRCULAR, 

To  Oommanden  qf  lUgbnenU: 

Yon  will  be  particular  and  see  that  the  men  of  yonr  Regiment  are  not  kept  out  too 

long  in  the  open  air,  during  church  senrice  and  the  roading  of  the  re^nlatlons. 

By  order  of 

Brigadier-Qeneral  KSARNY. 
W.  B.  STtmoEs,  A.  D.  C. 

It  was  while  reflecting  upon  this  sabject,  the  interest  felt  by  Keabnt  in  the  welfare 
of  his  men,  that  the  curious  chance  occurred  which  threw  the  above  circular  or  order 
into  the  writer^s  way.  When  the  season,  exposure  and  consequent  risk  are  considered, 
it  Is  easy  to  perceive  what  an  Immense  amount  of  sickness  and  suffering  may  have 
been  prevented  by  this  circumstance ;  and  yet,  how  very,  very  few  ofilcers  take  such 
things  into  account 
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Let  US  Bee  if  these  remarks  do  not  apply  almost  to  the  letter 
to  McGlbllax.  In  the  first  place  he  did  exactly  what  Napoueon 
blamed  the  duke  Ferdinand  for  doing.  He  massed  more  than 
two-thirds  of  his  army  to  the  north  of  the  Chickahominy,  send- 
ing one-third,^  with  only  a  single  connection  across  that  treach- 
erous '  stream,  for  that  fearful  storm  of  the  afternoon  and  night 
of  dOth  May — almost  ^nprjecedented  in  the  memory  of  man — 
swept  away  every  other  means  of  communication. 

Terrible  indeed  was  that  storm.  The  rain  came  down  in 
tropic  torrents,  and  the  lightning  descended  not  in  flashes,  but 
in  sheets  of  flame,  seeming  ft*om  time  to  time  to  envelop  the 
whole  bivouacs  in  its  lurid  glare.  An  officer  of  the  Sickles,  or 
^^ Excelsior"  bngade,  a  truthful,  matter-of-fact  man,  stated  it 
was  horrible  to  witness,  and  described  the  electric  fire  as  run- 
ning again  and  again  along  the  line  of  stacked  muskets,  ^  tip- 
ping the  points  of  the  bayonets  with  flashes  like  jets  of  gas.'' 

As  soon  as  Johnston  knew  of  this  dislocation  of  the  TTnioa 
line,  he  determined  to  attack,  and  coming  out  of  Richm<md, 
distant  seven  miles,  he  fell  furiously  on  Casey's  division,  then 
partially  entrenched  near  Fair  Oaks.  Greelbt  is  clear  on  the 
point.  Casey  fought  very  well  for  a  time,  but  he  was  soon 
fianked,  and  his  command  crumbled  away  into  a  rout,  exposed 

as  it  was  to  a  galling  fire  in  front,  flanks  and  rear.f    Kearny  was 

.-« ■  ■  I 

*  Pbinoe  BuoBire  owed  big  great  Tictory  at  Zenta,  1697,  to  racb  a  bhiader  on  tke  part 
of  tbe  Tarks ;  Fbxdkriok  nearly  lost  the  battle  of  Prague,  in  ITST,  by  leaylng  the  Prixcb 
OF  Anhaxt  DBSftAtr  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Moldaa,  and  did  lose  the  flrmUa  of  hSa  Tic- 
tory ;  the  Abcbjmtkb  CHABUta  coald  thank  anch  an  tmpntdence  on  the  part  of  Napo- 
LEOK  for  the  only  decided  sacceae  he  gained  orer  his  great  adveraaiy,  at  Aspem,  in 
1809 ;  and  at  Dresden,  in  1818,  the  great  loss  anstalned  by  the  Avetrlans  waa  owing  to 
their  wing  being  leparated  fW>m  the  rest  of  the  Allied  army  by  a  ravine  not  eqvlTalent 
to  snch  a  stream  as  the  Chlckahomlny.  MoCullak  repeated  at  Antletam  his  flital 
mistake  in  the  Peninsula.  Here,  again.  In  September,  his  army  was  astraddle  of  the 
Maryland  river  as  it  was  a  cheval  the  Chickahominy  in  May  and  Jane.  He  very  nearly 
realized  the  subsequent  simile  of  Lincolk,  of  ihe  oz  on,  or  across,  the  fbnce,  who  could 
neither  use  its  horns  to  gore  nor  heels  to  kick. 

t  **  When  I  reached  Despatch  Station  I  learned  that  a  battle  was  then  In  progress.  I 
stopped  at  our  encampment,  but  found  that  all  of  General  Kbabkbt's  troops  had  been 
hurried  up  to  the  scene  of  conflict.** 

**  I  ran  up  the  railroad  towards  the  field  of  battle.  It  was  now  near  three  P.  M. ;  and 
at  Meadow  Station,  one  mile  east  of  Savage  Station,  and  two  and  a  qnarter  from  Seven 
^nes,  I  began  to  meet  the  wounded  men,  who,  with  broken  arms,  shattered  fingers, 
and  fresh  cuts,  were  wandering  to  the  rear,  without  any  definite  purpose.  They  were 
mostly  of  General  Caset^s  division,  and  being  disabled,  when  relieved  by  Qenerala 
Kbarnbt  and  Hookbr,  they  were  at  liberty  to  seek  succor  and  suigical  ald."-CBAF- 
LAIN  Mabkb*  Penifuula  Canyxslffn^  page  187. 
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ordered  up  to  re-establish  the  crushed  line.  For  two  hours  and 
a  half  he  fought  gallantly  against  a  confident  enemy;  convinced 
all  the  time  that  the  true  proceeding  would  have  been  to  re- 
commence the  attack  from  a  firm  second  line,  instead  of  an  un- 
availing attempt  to  re-establish  the  first.  But  he  complained 
that  the  injustice  done  to  him  at  Williamsburg,  by  giving  to 
another  General  the  praise  which  was  due  to  him  and  others, 
had  dampened  the  ardor  of  his  men  and  reduced  their  morale. 
Nothing  is  so  contagious  among  troops  as  the  influence  of 
apathy  or  lethargy,  or  injustice  in  a  commander,  especially 
when  the  enterprising  and  audacious  feel  that  their  efforts  and 
courage  are  ignored  and  depreciated.  Although  unable  to  push 
the  enemy,  and  at  one  time  nearly  surrounded,  so  that  only  one 
line  of  retreat  into  White  Oak  Swamp  remained  open,  and  thus 
greatly  threatened,  Kearnt  held  his^own,  and  kept  the  field 
till  the  head  of  Sihineb's  column,  having  pushed  across 
the  Ohickahominy  Swamp,  struck  the  enemy's  line  and  sent 
him  reeling  in  disorder  from  the  parts  of  the  field  he  had 
gained. 

Months  before,  Kearny  had  pronounced  Johnston  a  very  slow 
man  for  the  offensive,  although  for  the  defensive  and  offensive- 
defensive  he  displayed  a  masterly  ability  (witness  his  retreat 
before  Sherman  in  1 864) ;  and  the  event  at  Seven  Pines  proved 
the  truth  of  this  estimate.  Had  the  furious  onset  made  upon 
Casey  and  continued  upon  Couch,  taken  place  at  nine  or  ten 
o'clock  in  the  day,  the  rout  of  the  two  corps  would  have  been 
complete  before  reinforcements  could  have  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy  and  its  flooded  swamps.  But  Kearny  was  able  to  save 
the  day  here,  as  he  had  before  at  Williamsburg,  by  hard-hitting 
and  stubborn  holding  on  at  a  critical  time.''    His  own  account 

*  "  Our  Boldlen  ever  epoke  with  the.s^reatest  admiration  of  the  coolnee»  and  bravery 
of  Qenerals  Hkimtzlxman,  Hookeb«  Suxtier,  Keaant  and  Couch.  General  Hooxir 
on  thlf  day  more  than  Biutained  the  reputatU>n  he  had  obtained  at  Willlamebnrg,  as 
pOBteesed  of  that  clear-Bight^dne^B,  and  coarage,  and  prophetic  prognostication  of  the 
poedtion  and  movements  of  the  enemy,  which  have  since  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  General  Kxabht  thawed  Mmui^f  equai  to  every  emergency^  daring 
every  danger^  and  ritUng  hieUfeinthe  moet  luuardout  poeUitme.  His  men  seemed  to  be 
capable  qf  performing  anything  under  his  eye^  for  their  oor\fidenee  in  his  courage  and  miH- 
lory  courage  was  unbounded,  I  have  qften  heard  the  men  speak  at  the  camp-Jtres  <tf  hisun- 
riigUd  coolness  during  both  qT  those  daysy^CBAJtLADX  Masks'  JPeninsula  Campaign^ 
pageSOO. 
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of  the  battle,  though  only  a  hasty  dash  written  on  the  day  fol- 
lowingy  is  lively  and  graphic : 

'^As  the  battle  came  off  quite  anexpectedly  yesterday,  I 
hasten  to  send  you  a  line,  knowing  how  anxious  you  will  be, 
and  to  say  that  I  thank  6oi>  that  the  great  risks  (for  it  was 
^ain  a  crisis  of  saving  a  runaway  people)  I  ran  have  not  re- 
sulted in  even  a  light  wound.  I  was  visiting  some  friends  the 
other  side  of  the  Ghickahominy,  some  five  or  six  miles  off,  when 
a  rattle  of  musketry  was  heard,  and  I  instantly  felt  that  I  was 
concerned  in  it.  So,  mounting,  I  galloped  back,  and  was  just 
in  time  to  lead  my  men  some  miles  to  the  front,  to  save  a  huge 
corps  that  had  run  like  good  fellows  at  the  first  attack.  This 
time  it  was  an  old  acquaintance  in  Mexico,  General  Casey, 
whose  men  gave  way  most  shamefully — filling  the  roads  from 
the  battle-field  to  our  oAnp,  three  and  a  half  miles,  and  ran 
away  worse  than  at  Bull  Run.  I  am  used  to  many  strange 
sights,  but  when  I  saw  before  the  race  of  the  fugitives  a  whole 
line  of  wagons  going  full  tilt,  I  thought  that  many  a  pretty 
bold  man  might  well  have  his  senses  turned.  Then  came  a 
stream  of  fugitives,  and  finally  they  poured  in,  in  masses.  My 
superior  (IIeixtzelman)  had  previously  ordered  me  to  leave  a 
brigade  in  the  rear.  He  then  first  sent  to  me  to  send  away  one 
brigade  by  the  railroad,  quite  away  from  my  control,  and  then 
a  brigade  up  to  the  battle-field.  I  accompanied  this,  ordered 
up,  at  my  own  responsibility,  my  absent  brigade  (Jameson's), 
and  pushed  on  at  a  fearful  pace.  I  got  under  fire,  as  usual,  and 
was  sent  to  charge,  while  thousands  of  those  I  came  to  help 
were  left  quietly  to  be  passed  by,  by  me,  and  crouch  down  in 
the  rifle-pits  and  fortifications.  We  put  right  in,  and  I  drove 
back  the  enemy;  but  McClellan's  injustice  has  changed  my 
men.  They  followed  me,  after  a  fashion,  but  were  cold  and 
slow ;  still,  I  won  everything.  When  the  enemy  got  behind  us, 
and  the  troops  in  the  rear  ran  like  sheep,  I  flew  to  them,  hur- 
rahed at  them,  waved  my  cap,  and  turning  them,  led  them  into  the 
fight  again.  I  had  hardly  done  this,  when  another  large  party 
of  the  enemy  stole  in  behind  my  brigade,  and  I  was  nearly  cut 
off  from  my  own  men ;  but  rushing  to  a  wood  near  by  I  made  a 
stand.  However,  I  looked  back  at  my  recent  borrowed  followers, 
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and  found  them  and  all  the  others — some  seven  or  eight  thou- 
sand of  that  line  (Keyes'  Corps) — running  like  good  fellows, 
and  masses  of  the  enemy  regularly  but  surely,  rapidly  and 
stenily  pursuing  them,  keeping  the  only  reported  roads  of  re- 
treat.    Thinks  I  to  myself,  I  am  cut  off,  me  and  mine. 

"  Most  fortunately,  I  had  that  very  morning  examined,  with 
a  fine  guide,  all  that  secret,  locked-up  country  of  forests  and 
swamps.  I  saw  that  they  hoped  to  cut  me  off  from  retreat  by 
getting  between  me  and  White  Oak  Swamp.  By  this  time  a 
regiment  of  mine,  attracted  by  the  firing  in  their  rear,  came 
along  in  the  woods.  I  charged  the  enemy  in  rear,  and 
would  have  gained  the  day  but  for  continuous  reinforcements. 
But  I  fought  them  long  enough  to  enable  all  my  intercepted 
regiments  to  retire  by  a  secret  road  through  the  swamp ;  got 
back  to  my  position — a  very  strong  on^,  from  which  I  should 
not  have  been  taken — before  the  enemy  arrived  there,  and  again 
offered  the  oole  barrier,  when  all  else  was  confusion.  Still,  this 
was  not  victory.  It  was  the  first  time  that  I  had  not  slept  on 
the  battle-field,  and  but  for  the  mismanagement  as  to  our  battle 
at  Williamsburg,  I  would  have  been  victorious  here  too.  Still  it 
is  most  infecting  to  be  sent  for  to  restore  a  fight,  and  see  hordes 
of  others,  panic-stricken,  disobedient,  craven,  and  downcast. 
Anywhere  it  is  a  disagreeable  sight  to  see  the  wounded  being 
carried  off  the  field  of  battle,  even  from  a  victorious  one.  I 
have  again  had  an  aid  wounded,  and  lost  a  beautiful  bay  colt, 
which  was  shot  from  under  me.  I  was  not  so  long,  but  at  times 
more  exposed  than  ever ;  my  colt  being  very  fractious,  kept  me, 
while  plunging,  in  a  perfect  current  of  cannon  and  rifle  balls, 
and  alone  in  the  face  of  too  many  scamps  who  seemed  to  pick 
me  out.  It  was  at  this  time  that  my  colt  received  his  first 
wound ;  an  hour  later  he  was  killed  tinder  me,  and  I  mounted 
the  horse  of  an  adjutant  who  chanced  to  follow.'^ 

By  way  of  illustrating  the  felicity  of  his  military  style,  and 
the  ringing  eloquence  with  which  he  addressed  his  men  after 
the  smoke  of  battle  had  cleared  away,  two  of  his  general  orders 
are  given,  the  first  issued  a  few  days  after  Fair  Oaks,  the 
second  a  short  time  after  Malvern  Hill : 
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HEAQUARTERS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  THIRD  CORPS,) 
Camp  near  Riohmond^  Va^  June  5ih,  1862.        ) 

"  Gknbral  Orders  No.  16. — Braye  Regiments  of  tbe  DiTiaioB :  you  luiye  woo 
for  U8  a  high  reputation.  The  country  is  saiiafled,  your  fHendi  at  home  are 
proud  of  you.  After  two  battles  and  yictoriee,  purchased  with  mndi  bloody 
yon  may  be  connted  as  veterans.  I  appeal,  then,  to  your  experienoe,  to  your 
personal  observation,  to  your  high  intelligence,  to  put  in  prsoUoe  on  tbe  battle- 
field the  discipline  you  have  acquired  in  camp.  It  will  enable  you  to  conquer 
with  more  certainty  and  less  loss. 

3.  Shoulder-straps  and  cheyrons :  you  are  marked  men,  yon  must  erer  be 
in  Aront  Colonels  and  field-officers :  when  it  comes  to  the  bayonet,  lead  tbe 
charge;  at  other  times  circulate  among  your  men,  and  supervise,  keep  officers 
and  men  to  their  oonstituted  commands,  stimulate  the  laggard,  brand  ihe 
coward,  direct  tbe  brave,  prevent  companies  (torn  "huddling  up  **  or  mixing. 

3.  Marksmen:  never  in  the  fight  cheapen  your  rifles;  when  yon  fire,  make 
sure  and  hit.  In  woods  and  abattis  one  man  in  three  is  to  fire,  the  others  re- 
serve their  loads  to  repel  an  onset,  or  to  head  a  rush.  It  is  with  short  rushes 
and  this  extra  fire,  from  time  to  time,  that  much  ground  is  gained.  Each 
man  up  in  first  Ime,  none  delaying,  share  danger  alike— then  the  peril  and 
loss  wiU  be  small. 

4.  Men:  you  brave  individuals  in  the  ranks,  whose  worth  and  daring, 
unknown  perhaps  to  your  superiors,  but  recognised  by  your  comrades^ 
infiuenoe  more  than  others.  I  know  that  you  exist,  I  have  watched  yon  in 
the  fire ;  your  merit  is  sure  to  have  iM  recompense.  Your  comrades  at  the 
bivouac  will  report  your  deeds,  and  it  will  gladden  your  families ;  in  the  end 
you  will  be  brought  before  the  (your)  countiy. 

5.  Color-bearers  of  regiments :  bear  them  proudly  in  the  fight,  erect  and 
defiantly  in  the  first  line.  It  wiH  cast  terror  into  the  opponents  to  see  it  sus- 
tained and  carried  forward.  Let  it  be  the  beaoon-light  of  each  regiment  Tbe 
noblest  inscriptions  on  your  banner  are  the  traces  of  the  balls. 

6.  Again,  noble  divisions,  I  wish  you  success  and  new  victories^  until  the 
cause  of  our  sacred  Union  being  triumphant,  you  return  honored  to  your 
•homes." 

HBADQUARTBRa  THIRD  DIVISION,  THIRD  CORPS, ) 
Cajip  near  Harrison's  LAvniKa,  July  7th  1862.        ) 

*'  General  Orders  No.  27. — Brave  Comrades:  As  one  of  your  (Generals 
who  has  shared  in  your  perils,  so  I  sympc^thise  in  yoiur  cheers  for  victory 
when  I  pass.  The  name  of  this  Division  is  marked.  Southern  records  are 
Aill  of  you.  In  attack  you  have  driven  them,  when  assailed  you  have  repulsed 
them.  Be  it  so  to  the  end.  New  regiments,  we  give  you  a  name,  engraft  on 
it  fresh  laurels. 

Comrades  in  battle:  Let  our  greeting  be  a  cry  of  defiance  to  our  foe ;  after 
the  fight,  one  greeting  of  victory  for  ourselves.  This  done,  remember  that, 
like  yourselves,  I  have  duties  of  labor,  m  which  I  must  move  unobserved,  as 
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a  true  brother  in  hand  and  heart  of  this  oar  Warrior^Division-famil/.    Success 
attend  you." 

On  the  same  day  on  which  he  issued  this  order,  he  wrote  as 
follows  to  a  military  friend  in  regard  to  the  battle  of  the  31st 
of  May,  and  then  the  affair  of  ;the  following  day: 

"  Since  then  (5  th)  we  have  had  another  severe  affair  at  Fair  Oaks  Station. 
I  whipped  all  before  me ;  but  1,300  men  out  of  5,000 ;  I  was  cut  oflT,  faced  the 
Thirty-Seventh  New  York,  Col.  Hayman,  to  their  rear,  attacked  the  second 
line  of  the  enemy  (from  some  woods)  in  their  right  rear,  after  their  first  line^ 
having  caved  in  our  center,  had  occupied  our  line  of  retreat,  and  swept  by  near 
quarter  of  a  mile.  It  was  '  pull  Dick,  pull  DeviL'  I  gave  time  to  the  rest  of 
the  division  to  retire  by  a  '  detour,'  and  at  one  time  I  flattered  myself  that  I 
would  turn  the  tMes  on  the  enemy,  but  their  admirable  conduct,  and  the 
masses  still  m  reserve,  enabled  them  to  form  a  strong  line  and  nearly  surround 
us  as  in  a  ring.  It  was  at  this  time  that  I  lost  my  beautiful  four-year-old 
bay  colt,  a  noble  charger,  shot  in  the  jugular.  However,  as  I  knew  from  some 
very  fortunate  reconnoissances  that  very  day  (an  old  oavahy  habit),  certain 
blind  roads  through  the  swamp,  I  got  off  my  people^  and  had  them  re- estab- 
lished in  the  catnp,  fortified  lines  from  which  I  had  been  most  blunderingly 
bent  forth — afler  the  troops  in  front  (Caset^s  Division)  had  reached  my  position 
(before  I  started  to  g^  forward  the  three  miles)  in  a  most  perfectly  dilapidated 
coudition.  *  *  *  As  for  that  matter,  it  amused  me  not  a  little,  when 
I  arrived  under  fire,  to  find  *  *  *  whose  men  had  proved  so  light- 
heeled,  all  but  some  less  active  minded,  who  still  '  impassively  *  lined  certain 
rear  rifle-pits,  calmly  looking  as  If  he  thought  it  all  right  for  his  people  to  run. 
*  *  *  With  all  my  instinctive  habit  of  going  ahead,  it  did  seem  a  little  • 
ridiculous  to  be  sent  for  the  whole  Of  three  miles  to  go  in  for  other  people, 
about  as  many  hundreds  of  yards.  A  bristling  abattis  and  dense  copses,  once 
ours,  now  theirs,  were  perfect  specimens  of  flre-work.  But  my  Michigan 
Sharpshooters  soon  got  employed  in  the  same  way.  Berbt's  Brigade,  and  soon 
afcer,  some  fine  Mountain  Boys  from  Pennsylvania,  under  Oeneral  Jaiceson, 
and  all  worked  to  a  marvel  daring  two  hours,  *  *  *  *  when  the  brilliant 
mancsovering  of  the  Southerners,  with  overwhelming  numbers.of  clock-work 
men  (I  never  saw  such  diacipUoe  under  fire,  even  with  the  French),  mathe- 
matically forced  our  center  (the  residue  of  Ksyes^  C^rps,  etc)  to  cave  in,  and 
leave  poor  me  in  the  lurch.  My  loss  had  been  terrifio— excepting  those  of  the 
Thirty-seventh  New  York,  who  helped  us  home— all  received  in  viotonous 
advance;  but  I  at  least,  as  the  phrase  goes,  have  the  satisfiiction  of  having 
counted  on  the  field  two  of  theirs  for  one  of  ours.  Still,  all  this,  though  d«6* 
perate  fighting,  unusual  in  war,  unsurpassed  in  Europe^  is  conduoive  of  no 
results.  At  Williamsburg,  an  unexampled  sucoess  at  a  tremendous  price,  an 
affair  that  never  should  have  been  gotten  into  to  that  depth,  resulted  vainly, 
from  MoClellak  not  pursu'mg  and  preventing  their  *  debris  *  (wreeks)  from 

41 
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croflsing  the  Ghickahominj.  It  had  been  the  same  thing  when  they  retreated 
panic-stricken  from  Manassas.  The  fight  on  Saturday  (30th  MajX  although, 
as  a  surprise, — it  threw  back  a  corps  that  never  should  have  been  so  blunder- 
ingly isolated  and  adyanoed, — was  not  a  yictorj  for  them  (ihough  a  defeat  for 
some  of  us),  since  it  found  my  division  back  in  my  entrenched  camp,  prepared 
to  defy  them,  and  since  the  day  following,  one  of  my  brigades  and  other  strong 
detachments  under  Suvnbb,  drove  back  once  more  their  advance  pests,  whom 
they  had  left  near  us,  and  which,  if  followed  up,  might  have  given  forth  fhiit. 
Still  it  was  not  It  only  proves  that  McClellak  «  *  «  is  utterly  and 
absolutely  unfit  for  his  place,  and  is  it  surprising  that  it  should  be  so,  when 
one  reflects  that  without  having  made  any  sensation  in  Mexico,  that  on  a  class 
repute  for  mathematics  and  railroad  directorship  in  Illinois,  and  the  moat 
ridiculously  trivial  baby-fights  in  Western  Virginia  (where  he  never  led)  that 
he  should  have  been  lionized  into  a  chieftainship,  which  he  has  exercised  wtth 
favoritism,  injustice,  *  *  *  ever  keeping  himself  purposely  in  the  rear  in 
critical  seasons  to  avoid  the  embarrassment  of  having  to  act  and  direct,  when 
consulted.  And  I  have  only  to  add  that  we  are  now  in  a  stupidly  perilous 
condition ;  for,  with  half  of  the  army — ^with  which  he  is  afraid  to  make  the  6  (5^) 
miles  to  Richmond — ^he  keeps  this  half  of  it  exposed  this  side  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  with  every  bridge  carried  away  by  freshet^  and  impassable.  If  wo 
escape  a  disaster,  it  is  that  the  loss  of  the  secessionists,  the  other  day,  was 
(notwithstanding  their  pluck)  too  severe  to  be  tried  twice.  They  must  have 
concentrated  against  us  on  points  vastly  superior  forces.*  I  am  sure  that  I 
could  count  as  before  me,  from  sound  and  sight,  treble  my  people.  It  is  true, 
that  MoGlellan's  ignoring  us  *  *  has  disheartened  us  alL  SUU,  if  you 
<m^  whip,  you  must  always  whip.  It  hecomes  a  way  of  doing  the  fhing,  even  when 
tfie  heart  ia  away, 

I  have  had  again  an  aid  wounded,  a  lieutenant  Mallox.  Poor  Wilson  and 
Brainabd  can  never  bo  replaced;  warm  in  heart,  devoted  to  mo,  without 
guile,  they  were  talented  soldiers,  such  as  you  rarely  find  annrng  men.'* 

One  anecdote  from  a  participant  in  that  momentous  straggle 
is  worthy  of  insertion.  On  one  Occasion,  when  General  Mo- 
Clellan  rode  over  to  the  left  of  our  lines  in  front  of  Richmond^ 
examining  General  Heintzelman's  position,  Generals  Kbaent 
and  Hooker  accompanying  him,  he  turned  to  the  veteran  corps 
commander  and  said :  "  What  of  your  position  here  ?  Can  you 
hold  it?"  HsiNTZELMAN/addressing  his  nearest  subordinate, 
remarked :  "  What  say  you,  General  Hooker ? "  "I  can  hold 
my  position,"  replied  Hooker,  **  against  one  hundred  thousand 
meil."    "  Well,  Kearny,  what  say  you  ?  "    "  Well,"  rejoined 

*For  a  comparison  to  Johnston^s  strategy  at  Fair  Oaka,  examine  Mixbailotskt* 
BAmsuBPSKT's  **  Campaign  in  France,  1814,"  Chapter  Ix,  pages  193,  ete. 


J 
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Kearny,  "  if  the  Rebels  think  they  can  take  my  position,  let 
them  come  and  try  it."  These  answers  are  perfectly  charac- 
teristic of  the  two  men. 

Before  committing  the  criminal  error  of  dislocating  his  left  — 
Napoleon's  especial  charge  against  Ferdinand  op  Brunswick 
— from  whose  fatal  consequences  MoClellan  was  alone  preserved 
by  Kearny's  prompt  and  hard  fighting,  and  by  the  patriotic  de- 
termination of  Sumner,  whose  one-man-will  served  as  a  bridge 
t)ver  which  the  corps  hurried  on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  of 
May  to  preserve  the  Union  left — McClrllan,  meanwhile,  had 
committed  a  second  mistake.  This  is  the  very  one  to  which 
Napoleon  refers  as  the  Duke's  third  violation  of  the  rules  of 
war.  He  projected  his  right  wing  from  twelve  to  fourteen  miles 
in  the  air  on  the  plea  of  extending  a  hand  to  McDowell, 
whose  most  advanced  outposts  were  from  eight  to  twenty  miles 
distant  on  an  air  line  to  the  northward. 

At  this  time,  McDowell's  main  army  was  at  Fredericksburg, 
sixty  miles  distant,  to  which  it  was  chained  by  the  timidity  of 
the  government  —  a  timidity  of  which  McClellan  was  per- 
fectly well  aware  from  the  moment  he  assumed  command  —  a 
timidity  which  his  own  over-caution  ought  to  have  made  hiAi 
thoroughly  appreciate  —  a  timidity  of  which  he  again  had 
proof  April  6th,  while  before  Yorktown  —  a  timidity  which 
ought  to  have  taught  him  not  to  compromise  his  own  army  in 
the  hope  of  receiving  any  re-enforcements  whicji  would  leave 
Washington  uncovered.  No  man  of  true  common  sense,  accus- 
tomed to  judge  of  the  future  from  the  past,  would  have  based 
any  project  on  hopes  of  being  joined  by  the  *'  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia," as  it  was  afterward  named. 

Here  the  observer  has  a  right  to  propound  the  question,  could 
Porter  have  maintained  himself,  when  so  dislocated,  at  Han- 
over  Court  House,  until  McDowell  (that  is,  his  army  in  force) 
arrived  ?  It  is  true  McClellan  claimed  for  him  a  "  glorious," 
a  "  complete  victory,"  and  dispatched  to  Washington  a  jubilant, 
swelling  report,  which  Lincoln's  common  sense  pricked  with  a 
single  question.  This  glorious  victory' — totally  destitute  of 
result  —  on  the  right,  27th  May,  was  succeeded  on  the  31st,  by 
the  surprise  of  the  Union  left,  which  resulted  in  the  severe  bat- 
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ties  of  Fair  Oaks  and  Seven  Pines,  already  dwelt  on.  That 
this  surprise  did  not  result  in  the  destruction  of  our  forces  south 
of  the  Chickahominjr,  was  entirely  due  to  Kbasnt's  hard 
fighting,  and  tenacious  holding,  and  ^Wigilant''  Sumnkb's 
resolution  in  crossing  to  the  rescue.  When  the  next  day  the 
battle  was  renewed  and  won,  McClbllan  could  or  would  not 
improve  it.  He  could  have  followed  the  ^'broken  and  dis- 
pirited "  enemy  into  their  capital,  which  at  that  time  had  no 
defense  except  its  army  —  an  army  thoroughly  ^*  beaten  and 
demoralized."  If  any  proof  was  necessary  to  demonstrate  in . 
the  clearest  manner  that  the  administration  were  correct  in 
refusing  to  allow  McClbllan  to  absorb  McDowell's  army, 
the  non-improvement  of  Fair  Oaks  was  all-sufficient. 

REPORTS. 

HBADQUABTBRS  THIRD  DIVISION,  HEINTZELMAN'S  CORPS, ) 
Bntbenohbd  Caxp  Nbas  Sayaob^b,  Jane  S,  180S.  \ 

Sib  :  —  On  the  Slst  ultimo,  at  tbree  p.  x.«  I  receivdd  an  order  to  send  a  Briisade  of  my 
DivlBion,  by  the  railroad,  to  support  Ebtsb*  Oorpa,  raid  to  be  aeverely  engag^. 

BntMBT'B  Brigade  was  degignated,  and  getting  moBt  promptly  nnder  arma,  advanced 
accordingly. 

Captain  Hunr,  Aid  to  General  Hblhtselmah,  arriving  from  the  field,  made  mo  aware 
of  the  discomfiture  of  moBt  of  Cabkt^s  DivlBion.  The  retiring  wagons,  and  a  dense 
Btream  of  disorganized  Aigitives,  arrived  nearly  slmaltaneonply.  As  a  precaution,  I 
ordered  some  picked  Michigan  Marksmen  and  a  regiment  to  proceed  and  occupy  the 
dense  woods  bordering  on  the  left  of  our  position,  to  take  in  fiank  any  pursuers.  I, 
however,  soon  received  General  Heintzelicak^s  directions,  to  order  Ibrward,  by  the 
Williamsburg  road,  the  remaining  Brigade,  and  to  retrieve  the  position  the  enemy  had 
driven  us  lh)m.  i  put  myw^  at  ilu  Head  af  the  advanced  regiment*  and  set  forward  with- 
out delay.  I  also  sent  written  orders  for  Jamesov's  Brigade,  camped  at  our  tete^e-pont^ 
near  Bottom^s  Bridge  (three  miles  in  the  reai^,  to  come  up  without  delay.  This  order 
met  with  General  Hbixtzblxait's  approvaL  On  arriving  at  the  field  of  battle,  we 
found  certain  zigzag  rifie^pits  sheltering  crowds  of  men,  and  the  enemy  firing  from 
abattis  and  timber  in  their  front.  General  Pasbt  remarked  to  me,  on  coming  up :  "  If 
you  will  regain  our  late  camp,  the  day  will  still  be  ours."  I  had  but  the  Third  Michigan 
up,  but  they  moved  forward  with  alacrity,  dashing  into  the  felled  timber,  and  com- 
menced a  desperate  but  determined  contest,  heedless  of  the  shell  and  ball  which  rained 
upon  them.  This  regiment,  the  only  one  of  Bibmbt's  Brigade  not  engaged  at  Williams- 
burg, at  the  price  of  a  severe  loss,  has  already  out-vied  all  competitors.  Ite  work  this 
day  was  complete.   This  regiment  lost:  —  ^ 

Third  Michigan  lost — 
OnicaEB8E3ij.E]>:— Captains.  A.  JTJDD,  Company  A, 1 


*  Generals  Eeabnt  and  Hooker  did  their  part,  and  did  it  well,  as  every  one  will 
admit  who  saw  the  former. dashing  along  the  fr^ntof  his  line,  encouraging  his  com- 
mand to  renewed  exertion,  and  heard  the  latter  exclaim  as  he  emerged  from  the  woods 
into  the  open  battle-field,  "  My  men^  foUow  me  I "  —  (J^ewspaper  SHp.) 
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OFFiCBBi  woT7in>BD:->  Colonel  8.  G.  CHAMPLIN;  Captain  8.  G.  LOWING,  Com- 
pany F;  First  LientenAnts:  — G.^B.  JUDD,  Company  ^;  N.  M.  PELTON, 
Company  C;  G.  W.  DODGB,  Company  P;  H.  I.  WHITNEY,  Company  G;  8. 
BRENNAN,  Company  I ;  Second  Lieutenants :— D.  C.  CRAWFORD,  Company 
B;  JOSBPBH  MASON,  Company  I, 9 

Total  officers  killed  and  woonded, 10 

Enlisted  men  killed, 81 

Enlisted  men  woonded, Ill 

Enlisted  men  missing, 14 

Total  loes, 166 

One  company  of  fifty  picked  marksmen  lost  its  Captain;  killed,  its  Lieutenant, 
wonnded,  and  twenty-six  men.  I  take  pleasure  in  particnlarizing  Colonel  S.  G. 
Chamflzv,  woanded,  Lieatenant-Colonel  A«  A.  Stktehb,  M^Jor  Pxbxue,  and  Captains 
J.  C.  SxiTH  and  E.  S.  Piebis,  and  Lieutenant  G.  E.  Judd.  The  next  regiment  that 
came  up,  the  Fifth  Michigan,  again  won  laurels  as  ftesh  as  those  due  them  for  Wil- 
liamsburg.   Its  loss  then  was  one  hundred  and  forty-four.    Its  loss  this  day : 

Fifth  Michigan  lost— 
OmoBBS  killed:— Captain  LEWIS  D«  QTJACKENBU8H,  Company  H;  Lieuten- 
ant and  A^juUnt  CHARLES  H.  HUTCHINQS S 

OmoEBawouHDED:- Lieutenant  J.  J.  KNOX,  Company  D;  Captains:— C.  H 
TRAVERS,  Company  E ;  WILSON,  Company  G ;  MILLER,  Company  E, 4 

Total  offlcera  killed  and  wounded, .^ 6 

Bnlistod  men  killed, .^ ao 

Enlisted  men  wounded, T 116 

Bnlisted  men  missing, 7 


Its  noble  officers  did  their  duty.  I  directed  Genera]  Beb&t,  with  his  regiment,  to 
turn  the  **  Slashings*^  and,  fighting,  gain  the  open  ground  on  the  enemy's  right  flank. 
This  was  perfectly  accomplished.  The  Thirty-seventh  New  York  was  arranged  in 
eolamn  to  support  the  attack.    Its  services  in  the  sequel  proved  invaluable. 

In  the  meanwhile,  my  remaining  Brigade,  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  and  Sixty-third 
Pennsylvantans,  came  up  under  General  J^mbsok,  the  other  two  regiments  having  been 
diverted,  one  to  Bzbmxt,  and  one  to  Peck.  It  is  believed  that  they  did  well,  and  most 
probably  uigent  reasons  existed,  InU  I  mott  regpedfuOy  aubmU  that  U  U  to  the  disad- 
vcsfUage  of  a  constituted  command  to  taJu  mm  from  Oul/r  habUual  leaden^  and  not  to 
be  anMdpated  that  a  5mM,  though  weak  DlvMon  can  aeeompUth  the  same  retulte^ 
wUh  Ue  regimente  thue  allotted  out  to  thoee  whom  th£y  neUher  knew  nor  home  fought 
under— at  theeame  time  that  U  dimini^iei  the  fuU  legUtmate  ephereqf  the  commander 
of  the  DMHon,  Of  these  regimenu  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  was  placed  In  the 
'^  Slashing,*^  now  vacated  by  the  oblique  advance  of  tbo  Third  Michigan,  whilst  eight 
companies  of  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvanians,  led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moboan,  and 
most  spiritedly  headed  by  General  Jaxbsoit,  aided  by  his  daring  Chief  of  Staff,  Captain 
Potter,  were  pushed  through  the  abattis  (the  portione  never  until  now  occupied  by 
t»),  and  nobly  repelled  a  strong  body  of  the  enemy,  who,  though  in  a  strong  line,  and 
coming  up  rapidly  and  In  order.  Just  fiiiled  to  reach  (to  support)  this  position  in  time, 
but,  who,  nothing  daunted,  and  with  a  courage  worthy  a  united  cause,  halted  in  battle 
ftmy,  and  ponred  in  a  constant  heavy  roU  of  musketry  fif^ 

The  One  Hnndrod  and  Fifth  lost— 

OvriGEBSXiLLBD:- Captain  JOHN  C.  DOWUNG,  Company  B;  First  Lieutenant 
J.  P.  R.CUMMI78ET,  ColnpanyD,  ..^....«,.4k..»«p>.«..,^ « 9 
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Oftiobbs  woijkded  : — Colonel  A.  A.  McKNIGHT ;  Captains : — L.  C.  BUFF,  Com- 
pany D;  J.  W.  OREBNAWALK,  Company  B;  R.  KIRK,  Company  F;  A.  C. 
THOMPSON,  Company  E;  First  Lieaten'ant»:<— 8.  A.  CRAIG,  Company  B; 
C.  C.  MARKLE,  Company  B ;  JAMES  B.  GAQGIE,  Company  F;  Second  Liea- 
tenanfcA.  J.  SHIPLEY,  Company  B, 0 

Total  officon  killed  and  wonnded, 11 

ElillBtcd  men  killed, 67 

Enlisted  men  woanded, 115 

EnliBted  men  misBine, , ..,    63 

Total  lo08 956 

Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Volanteers  lost— 

Officebs  killkd  :  —  First  Lieutenant  HENRY  HtJRST,  Company  C, 1 

OTricERS  wouNDBo :  —  Lieatenan^Colonel  A.  S.  M.  MORGAN ;  Adjutant  GEORGE 
P.  CORTES ;  Qnartermaster  W.  N.  HAYMAKER ;  CapUln  JOHN  A.  DEINEBS, 
Company  B ;  First  Lieutenant  T.  L.  MAYNARD,  Company  B ;  Second  Liea- 
tenant,  L.  I.  MOREHEAD,  Company  G ;  Acting  Second  Lieutenant  Q.  E. 
GROSS,  Company  D, 7 

Total  officers  killed  and  wounded, 8 

Enlisted  men  killed, ; 81 

Enlisted  men  wounded,  , 88 

Enlisted  men  missing,, ., SEl 

Total  loss, 148 

This  was,  perhaj)6,  niear  si£  o* clock,  when  our  center  right,  defended  by  troops  of  the 
other  divisions.  With  all  their  wlllin^ess,  could  no  longer  resist  the  enemy's  right-cen- 
tral-flank attacks,  pushed  on  with  determined  discipline,  and  with  the  impulsion  of 
numerous  concentrated  masses.  Once  broken,  our  troops  fled  incontinently,  and  a 
dense  body  of  the  encm^  pursuing  rapidly,  yet  in  order,  occupied  the  WiUiamsbnrg 
road,  the  entire  open  ground,  and  penetrating  deep  into  the  woodli  on  either  side,  soon 
Interposed  between  my  division  and  my  line  of  retreat.  R  tpcut  on  this  oecadon^  that, 
seeing  myself  cut  qffy  and  relying  en  the  high  disdpline  and  determined  va/orttf  Uis 
Thirty-seventh  New  TorJt  Volunteers^*  I  faced  them  to  the  rear  against  the  MMiy,  and 
held  the  ground^  aWumgh  so  critically  placed^  and  despite  the  masses  that  gathered  on 
and  passed  us\  checked  the  memy  in  his  intent  of  cutting  us  of  against  the  Whits  Oat 
Swamp,  This  enabled  the  advanced  regiments,  averted  by  orders,  and  this  contest  In 
their  rear,  to  return  flrom  their  hitherto  victorious  career,  and  to  retire  by  a  remaining 
wood  path,  known  to  our  scouts  (the  Saw  Mill  road),  until  they  once  more  arrived  at 
and  regained  the  impregnable  position  we  had  left  at  noon  at  our  own  fortified  divlslOD 
camp.    The  loss  of  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York  is  severe,  viz. : 

Thirty-seventh  New  York  lost— 

Officxrs  killed  : — Second  Lieutenant  W.  J.  FINNON, t 

Officebs  wounded  :  — Captains  J.  R.  MoCONNELL,  A.  J.  DIGNAN:  First  Lieu- 
tenant JAMBS  EEBLAN,  Second  Lieutenanto  JAMES  H.  MAREEY,  WM. 
BIRD,  WM.  C.  GREEN, 6 

Totalofficerskilled  and  Wounded, 7 

Enlisted  men  killed, 18 

ISnllsted  men  wounded, 66 

Enlisted  m en  missing, % 

Total  loss, J 87 

*  "  General  EBABirr  led  the  charge  of  the  Thirty^oventh  New  York  which  decide^ 
the  action  on  Saturday  (81st  May)  in  our  fiivor.'^  -  {Newspaper  Slip.) 
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At  Willlamsbarg  its  loss  was  95 ;  it  there  formed  oar  extreme  left.  Colonel  Hatvak, 
its  Colonel,  has  ever  been  most  distinf^ished.  He  reTived  this  day  his  repatatioii 
gained  in  Mexico.  A^otant  Jajies  HsmiT,  Captain  JAun  R.  O.  Bxikke,  and  Lienten- 
auts  W.  C.  Gbeeh  and  P.  J.  Smith  were  particnUrlj  dlatingaished  Ibr  coinage  and 
activity. 

The  detached  brigade,  under  Bibnet,  had  been  ordered  to  aapport,  by  the  railroad 
side  —not  to  attack.  It  accomplished  this  saccessfhUy,  for  I  nnderstand,  that  it  ena- 
bled General  Couch,  who  had  been  cat  off  with  a  brigade,  to  form  a  Junction  with  the 
army.  The  pifty-seyenth  Pennsylvania  Volanteers  (Jaxbson^s  Brigade)  having  been 
on  fatigue,  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Bzbnxt,  and  was  seriouttly  engaged.  Its 
loss  was: 

Fifty-aeventh  Pennsylvania  Volanteers  lost — 

CVFIGSBS  XIU.MD :  —  MaJor  J,  CULP^....« „ „^..     i 

Ox-ricxBS  wounded: —  Colonel  a  T.  CAMPBSLL;  Captain  8.  C.  SIMONTON,Com- 
.     pany  B ;  Captain  C.  S.  CHASE ;  Lieutenant  B.  J.  RIGB,  Company  A, 4 

JLvw&i  OmCOro  KUIOQ  Aud  W Ou 30 O BO|  «•••••■••«•••■■•••••••••*••■•■■••■••■•••••••«•••••••■•••••««, »^a««««*««»«a«       O 

This  brigade,  again,  on  the  following  day,  having  been  kept  out  In  advance  of  the  divi- 
aloo  camp,  performed,  under  Colonel  J.  H.  Hobabt  Wabd,  a  brilliant  oharg«.  I  refer 
you  to  Colonel  Ward's  report. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  has  been : 

Thirty-eighth  New  York  Yolunteen  loet— 

OrFicEBs  wouKDED ;  —  Lieutenant  F.  WALKF.B,..  ■  ■ ,...^.....^., .^......^...m.;..  1 

Enlisted  men  killed, tt 

£nlUited  men  wounded................ .....w^........*. ,.....,.^.^11..  20 

X  OHm    avOOf •■•■■••••••■••••■•  •••♦♦•■•■••«••••••*•«••••«••■■•••*••«•■••■■••■••••••••*•  •••9 •■  «••••••••••«••#  •  A*«a #•••*•««•       Ov 

t 

Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers  lost  — 
Offjcbbs  wounded:— First  Lieutenant  L£!WIB  FITZOHRALD;  Second  Lieutenant 

OjkxAS.  Jl.  **'"T'^"*'*'i--i---i • 

Xinlisted  men  killed,......................................................^..........^....... ........,..•*••••  lo 

Bnlisted  men  woundedrN............nM.......«....M....MM.......*.......**........M......». <»..»«».■....  Si 

Knlfsted  men  prisoners,. „..........................! ...........................<...........     2 

Third  Maine  Volunteers  lost— 
OFFICKB8  wounded:  — Captain  LAKEMAN,  Company  I:  Captain  RICHMOND. 
Company  K ;  Lieutenant  A.  B.  MSRRILL,  Company  D;  Lieutenant  HASKELL. 
Company  j!l,......«..m..m«...........**..... •......*.....•.••••.. .m........*  .«»«.*«.—.».■»>»»»«».»— «*»^ **>»—»«.««•«     ■■ 

Enlisted  men  killed, ....... ..•M......«M.......wM.>.».»«M.«..a«............MM...M...M.«k.....«~i.....M«k...     8 

EnliHteo  men  wvunoefly....... ................. m......«»«....w.»..... ..«.....»«.... ..~M.«^.*>fc.. ■»«..■•»  fn 

Total  loss,  .»...■■■■«■..«.«. »......«.w..«.»~..».»».M«.»»»..«........««»..».»»—.«w.««««« «»...». .<»»«~ »».»»■»   ••• 

Fourth  Maine  Volunteers  losiC- 

EnllsteQ  Ti)eii  mtie(i,.««..««»..M..^..«»«»..»»«..»..Mi....... »—..«»«««« ■■  ■■><■»«««■-»*« «<>«<►»«»*»«»«""  ^ 

Enlisted  men  wounjled,.....^. ............ ^.... ....».«.». .~»~» ....«»»..m«.mm.. i.»^.»»t»i>^. .<*fc.. .».«~.  o 

jsniisveQ  men  nkiffsingi ■■■■■■ »Min».«»imnint — tit — t — *- — »—,————. .  x 

^vtai  loss....... ...»..«..«...«...«...»»...».■».....»....»«.«.>......»....«.......■.».«.».».««.»»»«««*— »....*....■.«..  -^i 

The  Second  Mi<dilgan  Volunteers,  Colonel  Foe,  and  two  companies  of  the  Slzty-thlrd 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,,  having  been  on  distant  pickets,  were  late  to  Join  In  thebattlt. 
but  arrived  most  opportunely  to  resist  the  advanced  pursuers  of  the  eneiby,  near  our 
entrenched  camps;  and  aided  in  giving  me  time  to  organise  its  defonoe. 
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The  Second  Michigan  lost— 
OsncBBS  wouirsKp:— UeatenaaUOolonel  A.  W.  WILLIAHB;  Captain  WX.  Lb 

£aUBtedmen  killed,. — ................. 10 
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The  Bfghty-aeventh  New  Tork  Volunteers  was  detached  with  General  Psck.  I  refer 
you  to  him  for  Cavorahle  notice.   Its  loea^as :  ~ 

ISghtyJseventh  New  Tork  Yolunteen  lost  -- 
OkficxbA  woundkd:  —Colonel  &  A.  DODGE;  Captain  T.  T.  BAKER,  Company  C; 
Captain  D.  O.  BECKWITH,  Company  K;  First  Lieutenant  D.'A.  FLANDBEAU, 
Company  A ;  Firat  Lieutenant  J.  O.  CLOYD,  Company  C ;  Seoond  Lieutenant  H. 

JBiDUSvCCI      UlCU     *^0*^"^^P  I      -'■--■ft*— *-"-T  ■*—""'•— " -i^..^.^-- ^ l-TTl  T-tTlTl  ■■■■■■■■ttl  »■■■■■■■  IB  v5S 

Jmii  I  IB  VOQ  juofl  mi^piiiy^«»»»»— »»»»•■■•»»♦••■»••■—••»—•»»■■—■—»—••»•>■»••■■■*•— ■^■■^^■■fc  ■•■■■■  ■■^■^^^■»afc^*—      ^ 

It  la,  perhaps,  within  the  limits  of  my  leport,  to  mention  General  PacK.  most  distin- 
guished, and  wounded  In  Mexico.  On  the  discomfiture  of  the  right  and  centre,  he  rallied 
near  the  saw-mlll  several  hundrvdsof  the  ftigitlres,  and  was  coming  with  them  from  there 
again  to  the  field,  when  I  directed  them  to  anticipate  the  enemy  and  man  the  intrenched 
camp.  In  doing  this,  I  particularise  a  noble  regiment,  the  First  Long  Island  Legion,  nnder 
Colonel  Adams. 

I  have  again  to  dwell  on  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  brilliant  offlceis  of  the  Staff*. 
Captain  Pottxb,  General  JAicxsoM'a  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  who  had  already 
attracted  notice  at  WlUlamsbunBr,  was  here  as  conspicuously  gallant  as  extremely  useAd. 
T  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  Captain  Sioth,  A.  A.  General  of  General  Bxbbt's  Btaff—  the 
premature  fkiteof  one  whose  gallantry  at  Williamsburg  made  me  anticipate  a  career 
which  he  ftilfllled  again  in  this  action.  My  acting  Aid,  Lieutenant  Malison,  rendered  me 
great  service,  and  was  wounded.  My  Aid,  Captain  Sttbgkss,  was  left  to  conduct  General 
BncNEY.  Captain  Moobb  was  sent  after  my  Artillery,  and  was,  as  usual,  active.  I  have 
tigain  to  regret  that  the  unequalled  Batteries,  Thompsok's  (ad  IT.  B.  Art),  RAKDOLPa'a 
and  Bkak'b  were  not  employed,  from  there  being  other  batteries  sobstitnted. 

In  finl&hing  this  report,  I  Uuat  that  you  will  bring  to  the  attentloB  of  the  General-in- 
Chief,  that  masters  of  the  lost  camp,  and  victorious  and  in  ftill  career,  that  the  fate  of 
the  centre  decided  our  own,  and  that  the  regiments  were  suddenly  stoiH>ed  by  orders 
despatched  to  them,  and  by  hearing  the  fire  of  their  support,  the  Thlrty-eeveDth  New 
York,  in  rear  of  their  entire  line.  But  undismayed,  and  in  good  order,  they  ellbeted  their 
retreat. 

I  have  also  to  call  to  your  attention,  that  the  loss  of  my  Regiments,  only  five  thomand 
fighting  men,  all  told,  have  again,  within  a  very  short  period,  paid  the  penalty  of  daring 
and  success  by  the  marked  and  severe  loss  of  near  thirteen  hundjred  men.  I  have  again 
to  bring  to  notice,  for  conspicuous  good  conduct,  Generals  Jaxxbon ,  Bbbbt  and  Bibney 
(2d  Brigade).  The  latter  acted  In  an  Independent  command.  The  two  former  led  in  per- 
son the  advance  of  their  men.  Among  numerous  prisoners  taken  was  Colonel  Bbattov, 
Sixth  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  taken  by  Colonel  Wautbb's  Fourth  Maine. 

The  losses  of  the  enemy  were  even  vastly  severer  than  our  own,  and,  in  places,  the 
slain  were  piled  In  confused  masses. 

I  add,  m  conclusion,  that  the  enemy's  soooess  of  the  afternoon  did  not  prevent  me,  that 
very  night,  ftt>m  pushing  forward  Major  DnLMAN  and  two  hundred  Mldllgan  Marksmen 
to  the  Saw-mlll  (one  mile  In  advance),  whence  he  boldly  threw  oat  reconnolasances  in  the 
vicinity,  and  to  the  teft  of  the  late  battle  ground. 
.  Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  Servant, 

X  P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier  QcMralt  Commanding  8d  JHvMont  td  Chips. 
To  Captain  OBatjscbt  MCKkx^kb,  A.  A.  Q. 
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GONBOUBATaD  IiIST  OT  KiLLKD,  WOUNDXD  AND   MlSSIKe  AT  TKB  BAXTUB  OW  FAXK 

Oakb,  Va.,  Mat  SIst,  1882. 


OOMMAin>. 


I. 


General  Kbabny's  Staff. ^.., 

Oeaeral  Bkbry's  Staff. 

105th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ........ 

63d  Pennsylvaaia  Volunteers...^........... 

57th  Pennsvlvanla  Volunteers  - 

87th  New  York  Volunteers. 

38ih  New  York  Volunteers...........^...... 

40th  New  York  Volunteers.... 

M  Maine  Volunteers 

4th  Maine  Volunteers. 

;nth  New  York  Volunteers. 

2nd  Michigan  Volunteers.. 

3d  MlchUan  Volunteers ........................ 

6th  SUchlgan  Volunteers 


Total.. 


owjncxas. 


i 


1 
2 

1 
1 


1 
2 


i 

I 


9 
7 
4 
6 
1 
2 
4 


6 
2 
9 

4 


66 


•••■•« 


i 


1 

1 

11 

8 
6 
6 
1 
2 
4 


7 

2 

10 

6 


64 


mn^jsTKD  Hxtr. 


i 

=3 


67 

31 

17 

9 

6 

10 

8 

2 

12 

10 

31 

80 


'i 

s 
o 


116 

88 

57 

62 

20 

51 

66 

g 

06 

42 

111 

116 


801 


68 

21 

28 

4 

8 

2 


•  ••••••■• 


1 
2 
1 
14 
7 


146 


i 


246 

140 

97 

75 

M 

65 

73 

11 

80 

53 

166 

153 


U82 


1 

1 

256 

148 

102 

81 

86 

67 

77 

11 

87 

56 

106 

150 
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HEAD-QUABTEBS,  THIBD  DIVISION  THIBD  OORFS.l 
EsrTBSNOKjeD  Cakp  nbab  Savaox'8,  Jane  2d,  1562.      J 

General  KmAxsrfa  Btalt 

First  Lieutenant  E.  Maixon,  Acting  A.  D.  C,  wounded. 

doiraOLTDATKD  LlST  OF  KlLI^VD^  WOUKDED  AKD  MiSSIKO  IK  THtBD  DlVISIOM',  ThZRO 
CJOBPS,  AT  TKS  BATTLS  OJ*  FaZB  OaKS,  VA.,  MaT  SlBT  AWD  JUNS  IST,  1862. 


ODiaCAND. 


General  KXAB»nr*0  Staff......................... 

General  Bbbbt'b  Staff........ 

ffTth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 

63d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  .. ............ 

106  Pennsylvania  Volunteers................... 

87tb  New  York  Volunteers 

3Sth  New  York  Volunteers.......... ........ 

40th  New  York  Volunteers...................... 

3d  Maine  Volunteers....................... 

2nd  Michigan  Volunteers........................ 

3d  Michigan  Volunteers 

5th  Michigan  VoluntAera  ....„.». .............. 

87th  New  York  Volunteon  .........^....».... 


XiwHU  ■»♦»»»«»>«<•#■— I 
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OFFICKBS. 

BNUBTXD  HXSr. 

i 

t 

o 

• 

3 

i. 

1 

t 

% 

a 

1 

3 

> 

& 

3 

^ 

3 

•»•••• 

g 

1 
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1 

•••••« 

■••■■•■•■ 
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1 

4 

10 

44 

1 

«•♦»•• 

56 

1 

8 

22 

71 

20 

113 

2 

9 

39 

103 

8 

150 

•••«•• 

4 

11 

64 

6 

•••••• 

71 

1 

1 

13 

3 

17 

2 
5 

12 

8 

79 
66 

3 

94 

77 

3 

1 

2 

7 

1 

10 

•■    ••• 

2 

*  2 

10 

46 

•••■•««•• 

•••••« 

66 

1 

9 

29 

115 

16 

ISO 

2 

6 

29- 

100 

19 

MS 

1 
9 

6 
57 

66 

U 

63 

2 

3 

35 

184 

750 

73 

lOM 

1 
1 

60 

128 

161 

76 

18 

96 

82 

11 

87 

169 

156 

82 
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CHAPTER    XXV. 

THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN.* 

FAIB  OAKS  TO   OAK  GBOVS,  AND  ON  TO  MALYBBN  HILLi 

(No  2.) 

THB  SEYBN  days'  BATTLSS. 

The  morning  klBsM  each  sleeping  flow*r 

And  woo*d  each  sparkling  rill. 
And  rose  the  eiin  in  haughty  power 

On  (kted  Malvern  HOI. 

•  #  #  •  • 

It  deepens  I—"  Forward  **— '*  Fire  again  r— 

The  YoUcy  loader  ponrs  ;— 
They  charge  oar  gans— "  Now,  steady,  m«Bt 

The  day  shall  yet  be  cars.** 

Here  dashing  Keabht  leads  tl^e  Tan* 

His  eagle  eye  on  lire ; 
Alone  his  noble  bearing  can 

His  weary  ranks  inspire. 

e  e  e  •  • 

The  weary  slept^the  trampet  soond 

Had  ceased,  and  all  was  still,— 
And  heaven  was  weeping  o*er  the  ground 

Of  fkted  "  Malvern  Hill/* 

GBonaBTowv,  D.  0.,  Coubebb's  '^BaUUitf  Mahtm  SUL^ 

** In  this  case**  (\t  Napolbov  abandoned  Loban,  after  Aspem,  1809)  "  it  was  not  for 
a  retreat  npon  yienna  **  (a  few  mUes— in  MoGukllait^s  case  the  James  river)  **  bat  for 
a  retreat  npon  Strasbaig**  (the  Potomac,  to  cover  Washington)  **that  it  behoved  to 
preiMre."  Tbibbs,  z,  zzzv,  888. 

"  Said  the  (General  ( *  Stostswaxx  Jackbok  *)  who  is  yonr  general  ?**  *^  KBAwrr,  as 
brave  a  man  as  ever  drew  a  sword,  do  yon  know  him,  general  V*  replied  the  wonnded 
Union  soldier  addressed  ?    "  Oh,  yes,  well ;  yoa  are  led  by  a  good  officer."  Mabxs,  861. 

e  Chapters  xxlv  and  xzv  were  actoally  in  print  in  September,  1868,  and  had 
been  examined  (likewise  many  of^e  preceding  and  snbseqnent  ones)  by  an  accom- 
plished General  U.  S.  A.  That  part  of  this,  xxv,  relating  to  Malvern  HUl,  was  revlBcd 
by  a  brilliant  officer,  who  was  present  in  the  engagement.  For  whatever  errors,  here 
or  elsewhere,  may  be  fonnd,  the  pabllshers  are  liable,  as  notes  and  references  have 
been  transposed,  sometimes  paragraphs,  which  errors  It  was  impossible  to  correct,  as 
the  pages  were  stereotyped  In  some  instances  before  a  revised  proof  was  sabmltted. 
This  was  excused  by  the  plea  of  loss  of  papers  in  the  mail.  The  writer  sapposlng  his  work 
woald  have  been  pnbUshed  last  Antnmn,  as  agreed,  allowed  papers  to  get  separated, 
and  through  the  willAil  negligence  of  a  tnisted  party  his  memoranda  of  corrections 
and  references  disappeared  or  was  wiUfnUy  destroyed  to  conceal  a  piece  of  negligence. 
This  explanation  is  dne  to  himself,  as  he  is  completing  this  worlc  as  a  volnnteer. 
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When  McClellait  insisted  upon  the  movement  up  the  Penin- 
sula, thereby,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  uncovering  Washing- 
ton, he  had  no  right  to  suppose  that  the  Capital  would  be 
entirely  denuded  of  troops,  and  every  man  committed  to  the 
leadership  of  one  who  could  not  handle  the  numbers  he  already 
had  or  employ  them  to  advantage.  McOLELLANhad  condemned 
himself  in  the  Fall  of  1861,  in  the  eyes  of  Kearny,  and  Kearny 
was  not  the  only  man  in  the  country  who  saw  through  him. 
Was  it  likely  that  a  general  who  allowed  his  army  of  168,000 
men  to  bo  paralyzed  for  eight  months  by  50,000  inferior  troops 
in  Manassas,  would  have  been  less  benumbed  with  nearly  that 
number  in  the  presence  of  100,000  better  troops,  occupying  a 
more  advantageous  position  ?  Now  the  extension  of  his  right, 
and  its  success  was  an  excuse ;  and  it  would  seem  as  if  McClel- 
LAN  waa  always  seeking  excuses  for  his  want  of  enterprise.* 

An  apathetic  lull  of  twelve  days  succeeded  the  victory  of 
Fair  Oaks,  when  McCleixan's  dream  of  action  in  the  dim 
future,  was  broken  by  a  sharp  cavalry  masterstroke,  which  must 
have  been  a  rude  awakening.  This  was  J.  E.  B.  Stuabt^s 
cavalry  raid,  which  i^ade  a  complete  circuit  of  his  army.f    On 

*  After  Fair  Oaks,  Suxhxb  asked  to  be  permitted  to  go  into  Richmond,  and  said  we 
could  go  in  for  the  Rebels  were  thoroughlj  routed.  Frrz  John  Pobtxb  went  up  in  a 
balloon,  and  reported  that  the  Rebels  were  coming  out.  Thereupon  McCuellan 
expected  an  attack,  whereas  it  was  Rebels  mnning  out  in  another  direction,  not  to 
attack  US,  but  to  get  away  from  ns.  Hublbitbt  admits  that  ;the  Rebels  thought  they 
were  **gone  in"  at  the  time.    Mag.-Qen.  P. 


»4  , 


t  A  few  hours,  therefore,  after  the  English  tents  had  been  pitched  before  Limerick, 
Barsfikld  set  forth,  under  coTer  of  the  night,  with  a  strong  body  of  horse  and  dragoons. 
He  took  the  road  to  Killaloe,  and  crossed  the  Shannon  there.  *  *  *  He  learned  In 
the  evening  that  the  detachment  which  guarded  the  English  artillery  had  halted  for  the 
night  about  seven  miles  from  Whjjam^s  camp ;  ^  *  *  that  officers  and  men  seemed 
to  think  themselves  perfectly  secure ;  that  the  beasts  had  been  turned  loose  to  graze, 
and  that  even  Ihe  sentinels  were  dozing.  When  it  was  dark  the  Irish  horsemen  quitted 
their  hiding  place.  *  *  The  surprise  was  complete.  Some  of  the  English  sprang  to 
their  arms  and  made  an  attempt  to  resist,  but  in  vain.  About  sixty  fell.  One  only  was 
taken  alive.  The  rest  fled.  The  victorious  Irish  made  a  huge  pile  of  wagons  and 
pieces  of  cannon.  Every  gnn  was  stuffed  with  powder,  and  fixed  with  its  mouth  in  the 
ground,  and  the  whole  mass  was  blown  up.  *  *  The  Kxifo  guesd^d  the  design  of  his 
brave  enemy,  and  sent  five  hundred  horse  to  protect  the  guns.  Unhappily  there  was 
some  delay.  *  *  *  At  one  in  the  morning  the  detachment  set  out,  bnt  had  scarcely 
left  the  camp  when  a  blaze  like  lightning  and  a  crash  like  thunder  announced  to  the 
wide  plain  of  the  Shannon  that  all  was  over.  •  *  *  Their  (Irish)  spirits  rose  and 
the  besiegers  began  to  lose  heart.'' -MacauiiAt's  History  qflhigland,  iii.  005-6. 

**  He  (BoiLiEAu)  sent  Sabsfisld  with  a  picked  body  of  cavalry  to  intercept  the  con- 
Toy.   Sabstixld  crossed  the  Shannon  at  Killaloe,  twelve  miles  from  Limerick,  and 


832  BIOeBAFHT  OF  MAJOR^ENERAL  PHILIP  KEABNT. 

the  night  of  the  18th-14th  June,  this  slash  at  his  rear  and  com- 
manicatioDB  was  enough  to  startle  any  one,  slow  to  decide  and 
slower  yet  to  plan.  It  set  McClbllan,  doubtless,  to  thinking 
of  his  true  base  on  the  James,  on  the  line  indicated  in  the  pre- 
vious fall  by  Kkabny,  on  the  line  from  Williamsburg  direct  to 
Richmond.  Still,  like  Holgab,  the  Dane,  in  the  vaults  of  Elsi- 
nore,  he  only  woke  up  to  ask,  ^'Is  it  time;"  or  like  Babbabossa, 
in  the  cavern  of  the  Thuringian  Kylf-hauser  Berg,  awakened 
to  ask  "  Whether  the  ravens  still  flew  round  the  mountain.'* 
Ravens  the  general  little  boded  were  about  to  fly.*  The 
reader  has  more  than  once  seen  Kbabitt's  prophetic  words 
most  promptly  realized.  This  was  the  case  almost  to  the  letter, 
before  Fair  Oaks.  In  the  following  communication  he  indicates 
that  movement  of  Jackson  which  brought  about  that  swift 
^^  change  of  base  "  or  retreat  to  the  James,  which  rendered  the 
term  almost  synonymous  afterwards  with  a  flight. 

Under  date  of  22d  June,  Eeabnt  writes  as  follows :  ''I  am 
sorry  that  I  cannot  give  you  interesting  news.  Here  we  are 
again  at  a  dead-lock.  Manassas  over  again;  both  parties 
entrenched  up  to  their  eyes,  both  waiting  for  something; 
unluckily,  our  adversaries  gaining  two  to  our  one.  Our  last 
chance  to  conquer  Richmond — ^for  Dame  Fortune  is  resentful  of 
slighted  charms — ^was  thrown  away  when  our  great  battle  of 
Fair  Oaks  was  thrown  away.  We  had  tempted  the  enemy  to 
attack  us  whilst  divided  by  the  Ohickahominy.  Fortunately, 
he  failed.  The  prestige,  nearly  lost  to  us  by  our  inaction  since 
Williamsburg,  was  once  more  in  the  ascendancy.  It  only 
required  McClbllan  to  put  forth  moral  force  and  his  military 
might,  and  Richmond  would  have  been  ours.    But  no ;  delay 

on  delay ;  fortifications,  as  if  we  were  beaten,  met  by  stronger 

■ 

marchlDg  along  by-roads,  surprised  the  escort  encamped  in  lUse  security,  only  seTen 
miles  firom  Wiluax's  army,  killed  or  dispersed  the  detachment,  and  haying  loaded  the 
cannons  to  the  mucale,  he  bnried  them  muzzle  down  in  the  gronnd,  and  then  laid  trains 
eommnnicating  with  a  match,  which  was  flred  as  he  retreated.  All  the  gans  bmst ;  the 
explosion  was  terrible.  Sir  Jomr  Laitiib  had  been  dispatched  with  fire  himdred 
horsemen  to  prevent  sttch  a  disaster,  bat  he  moved  so  slowly  that  he  only  arrired  in 
eight  of  the  detachment  after  the  catastrophe.  His  efforts  were  in  vain  to  Intercept  the 
return  of  Sabsfbld^s  troops  to  Limerick.**- LiiicoiiTiAint^s  Gobz>oh*8  ^^tMr$ 
dPIHmdt:'  ii.  479. 

*  For  a  grand  description  of  this  legend  see  Victor  Hueo*f  nuO^stlc  drama  of  ^  Im 
Bmvroom^^^  Fart  I,  Scene  S,  Kabii  apeaklng,  pagoy  906-*9. 
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counter-fortifications,  on  points  previously  neglected;  undue 
concentration  of  our  troops  on  points  already  over-manned, 
met  by  a  network  enveloping  us  by  them ;  supineness  in  our 
camps,  met  by  daring  forays  by  them  ;*  the  boasted  influence  of 
our  reserve  artillery,  counterbalanced  by  their  availing  them-  , 
selves  of  the  respite  to  get  up  artillery  even  of  greater  calibre ; 
the  reliance  on  further  troops  from  the  north,  more  than  met  by 
reinforcements  of  two  to  one,  by  their  recalling  troops  from  the 
south.  Indeed,  every  thing  so  betokens  fear  on  the  part  of  the 
general  commanding,  and  the  enemy  show  themselves  so 
emboldened  that,  with  the  numbers  crowding  up  around  us,  I 
am  puzzled  to  divine  thie  next  act  of  the  drama.  M  voiU  he 
either  another  inexplicable  evacttation^  or  the  suffocation  of  this 
army  by  the  seizure  of  our  communications  when  le($st  eocpected. 
The  enemy  wish  us  to  attack.  McClsllan  has  proved  by  his 
fortifications  that  he  is  feeble.  We  are  surrounded  in  front  by 
a  cordon  of  troops  and  forts.  It  is  true  that  they  will  fail  if 
they  attack  us ;  but,  if  they  do  not  do  that,  they  will  leave 
enough  troops  in  our  froht,  and  crossing  the  Chickahominy,  cut 
us  off  from  our  lines  of  communication  and  sustenance.'*'* \ 

With  the  modesty  that  is  not  often  found,  except  with  true 
courage,  Gen.  Ksabny  does  not  give,  in  this  connection,  the 


*  "  Bloody  conflicts,  with  doabtftil  issues,  dally  occurred  to  obtain  prorision, which  could 
only  be  secured  for  either  army  sword  in  hand.  A  convoy,  that  the  Imperialists  were  ex- 
pec  ting  from  a  distance,  coming  up  nnder  an  escort  of  1000  men,  was  pounced  upon  on  the 
way  by  the  Swedes,  who,  under  cover  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  secured  it  for  them- 
selves ;  and  one  fine  morning  12,00(fbattle  driven  into  the  Nuremberg  camp  in  despite, 
while  1000  wagons  laden  with  bread  were  of  necessity  burned  to  save  them  from  recap- 
ture.  A  more  serious  ai&ir  of  the  same  kind  near  Altdorf  also  terminated  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Swedish  cavalry,  who  routed  several  Austrian  regiments  with  the  loss 
of  about  400  men.  Wallonstein,  seeing  these  many  checks  and  increasing  difficulties, 
repented  that  he  had  declined  to  hazard  a  battle  at  the  beginning;  but  the  increased 
strength  of  the  Swedish  camp  now  rendered'  the  thought  of  making  an  attack  upon  it 
impracticable.  The  king  acted  steadily  upon  his  fiivorite  axiom,  '*  that  a  good  general 
with  a  small  army  could  hardly  ever  be  obliged  to  flght,  if  he  acted  with  due  vigilance, 
forethought  and  activity.**— Okn.  Gustos  ''  Uv€»  qf  tAe  Warrkn^^*  1600-1C48,  vol.  1, 
page  268. 

**  Nothing  is  done  whUe  something  still  remains  to  be  done.** 

t  Bat  not  alone  as  a  mere  strategist  or  military  leader  did  Exibht  shine,  as  extract 
after  extract  from  Chaplain  Mabk*8  Peninsular  Campaign,  as  taken  in  connection 
with  other  Ihcts,  abundantly  testifies.  For  these  the  reader  is  referred  to  that  most 
interesting  book,  as  too  lengthy  fbr  quotation  in  this  work. 
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speech  reported  by  an  officer  of  Hookeb's^  a  rival  division, 
which  he  made  to  the  Twentieth  Indiana. 

"  It  should  be  preserved,"  says  Major  W B ,  "  as  a 

gem  of  battle  eloquence,  equal,  in  pith  and  brevity,  to  Stabke's 
famous  words  at  Bennington." 

'  The  enemy  had  come  in  and  taken  a  section  of  a  battery  on 
the  left  of  the  position  held  by  EeIbny,  who  saw  at  a  glance 
the  extreme  importance  of  recovering  that  part  of  the  field. 
Dashing  up  to  the  first  regiment  he  saw  in  line,  he  threw  him- 
self at  their  head  and  shouted :  ^'  Twentieth  Indiana,  those  guns 
must  be  retkken,  or  Phiu  E[earky  loses  his  other  arm!" 
The  guns  were  retaken. 

-  On  the  25th  of  June,  a  reconuoissance  in  force  on  the 
Union  left  brought  on  quite  a  smart  engagement,  in  which 
Ebabny,  originally  sent  to  protect  the  left  flank  of  the 
movement,  participated  with  his  usual  gallantry.  In  half 
an  hour  after  the  skirmish  fire  began,  Kbabny  and  Hookeb's 
divisions  had  become  quite  actively  engaged,  and  the  collision 
gradually  assumed  the  magnitude  of  what  our  people  styled  the 
Battle  of  Oak  Grove,*  or  "The  Orchard,"  or  "The  Peach 
Orchard,"  or  the  "  Second  Battle  of  Fair  Oaks."  "  This,"  says 
Chaplain  Mabks,  "  was  the  first  of  those  grand  and  never-to-be- 
forgotten  contests  called  the  "  Seven  Days'  Battles." 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  THIRD  CORPS,  ) 
Camp  Near  Seven  Pines,  June  28th,  1862.     ) 

Sib— I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  reports  of  my  three  brigades  for  the 
Bkirmishing  of  the  25th  instant. 

During  these  engagements  I  remained  at  my  redan,  and  only  took  personal 
part  in  the  same  until  toward  evening.  ' 

I  remained  at  bivouac  with  Birket's  brigade  the  entire  night 

I  have  particularly  to  commend  (General  Robinson  and  Colonel  Brown, 
Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colonel  Hays,  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bachia,  Eighty^seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  but  not  so 

*  The  attacking  <folainn  consieted  of  Orover^B,  Sickles'  and  Robinson's  brigades. 
General  Eeamy  was  sent  to  protect  the  left  flank,  and  the  Nineteenth  Massachneetta, 
Colonel  Hicks,  was  ordered  to  advance  and  protect  the  right."  *  •  «  «  ^»  In  half  an 
hoar  the  sklnnlsh  extended  along  the  entire  line,  and  Eeamy  and  Hooker^s  divisions 
-were  engaged  in  the  liveliest  action ;  and  soon,  from  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops  on  both 
sides,  the  engagement  aasuned  the  magnitadtf  of  a  battle."—  Chaplain  Mask's  Penin- 
sala  Caiapaign,  page  22S. 
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much  his  regiment;  also,  the  firm,  solid  appearance  of  the  First  New  York 
Yoluateers,  as  Arriying  at  night  and  taking  up  position. 

The  casualties  have  been  principally  in  the  Twentieth  Indiana  and  Sixty- 
third  Pennsylyania. 
I  refer  you  to  Brigade  reports. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  P.  KEARNY, 

SrigadieT'Gentral  Commanding  IHvision. 
To  Captain  G.  McKeeyeb, 

Chief  of  Staff  Third  Corps,     ' 

"On  the  very  evening  of  25th  of  Jane,  McClellait  was 
awakened  from  the  dream  of  rejoicing  over  what  he  thought  the 
successfiil  result  of  his  preparations  for  the  advance  of  his  whole 
army — as  inaugurated  by  Heintzblhan'b  gaining  ground  on 
the  left — ^bythe  tidings  that  the  right  of  his  long  straggling  line 
of  twenty  miles  was  menaced — as  Ksabny  foretold  four  days 
previously  would  be  the  case — ^in  flank  and  rear,  by  masses  of 
the  enemy ;  that  his  communications  could  no  longer  be  main- 
tained. The  rebel  generals  seemed  about  to  repeat  the  mag- 
nificent stroke  of  Fbedbbic  and  of  Seydlitz  at  Rosbach,  by 
crushing  the  right  of  the  Union  line,  some  twenty  miles  long, 
rolling  the  whole  army  up,  in  upon  itself,  and  *  bowling '  it  away 
to  destruction." 

MgClellan's  panegyrist  at  a  subsequent  date,  and  accuser  at 
this  time,  observes,  in  1866,  that  McClellan's  project  of  making 
a  counter-move,  which  he  looked  forward  to  on  the  25th,  had  an 
illustrious  precedent  in  Turenne's  counter  to  Montecuculi  in 
1674  (1675).  This  criticism  overlooks  the  observations  of 
Napolboit  in  regard  thereto.  If  Tubbnnb  made  a  brilliant 
move,  his  ^^  position  was  bad,"  and  he  laid  himself  open  to  a 
fatal  blow.  Had  Montecucttli  been  as  enterprising  as  the  rebels, 
and  "  employed  six  hours  of  the  night  in  marching "  direct 
upon  the  bridge  which  constituted  Tueenne's  line  of  retreat, 
that  blow  would  have  ended  the  campaign.  The  Imperial  com- 
mander threw  away  those  six  hours,  and  his  chance  of  success 
was  gone.  McClellan  was  in  the  habit  of  throwing  away  days 
instead  of  hours,  and  had  never  profited  by  an  opportunity. 
He  had  taken  no  advantage  of  Keabny's  brilliant  moye,  9th- 
lOth  March,  which  drove  the  rebels  from  Manassas,  but  turned 
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back  after  a  profitless  fatiguing  military  promenade.*  After 
W^illiamsbarg,  he  had  gone  to  sleep,  as  it  were,  and  after 
Fair  Oaks,  when  he  might  have  followed  the  defeated  rebels 
into  Richmond,  again  he  did  nothing.  He  was  yet  to  enjoy 
other  favors  of  fortune,  and  to  reject  them.  Forgetting  "that 
JFbrtune  is  a  woman^  avail  yourself  of  her  favor  while  she  is  in 
the  humor ;  beware  that  she  does  not  change  through  resent- 
ment of  your  neglect."  After  the  victory  of  Malvern  Hill,  as 
honorable  to  the  corps  commanders  as  Hohenlinden  in  1800  to 
MoBEAU,  and,  taking  into  consideration  all  its  antecedents,  very 
much  the  same  sort  of  battle,  he  did  worse  than  he  ever  had 
done;  after  South  Mountain  it  was  the  same;  at  Antietam, 
worst  of  alL 

Is  it  likely  that  a  conunander  who  left  everything  to  his  sub- 
ordinates, and  seemed  incapable  of  combined  action,  could  have 
conceived  a  plan  which  would  have  necessitated  a  simultaneous 
movement  which  demanded  the  manipulation  of  another  army 
besides  his  own,  such  as  he  subsequently  claimed  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  extension  of  his  right,  which  led  to  the  engagement 
at  Hanover  Court  House.  The  public  has  a  right  to  estimate 
a  man  by  his  employment  or  abuse  of  opportunities.  From  one 
exemplification  of  character,  you  may  judge  all,  says  the  proverb. 

• 

«  Otto  Hkttsingib,  In  his  *'  Amerikanitche  Krisffsldlder,''*  Ihrniflhes  Bome  cnrions 
Ihcts  in  regard  to  the  hasty  flight  of  the  rebels  from  Manaseae,  lOth-lSth  March,  1862. 
ThlB  anthor  senred  foor  and  a  half  years  in  a  German  Beglment,  and  belonged  in 
1861- a  to  BLVNKBR'e  Diyision,  which  t6ok  part  in  MoClkxan's  military  promenade 
through  that  March  mnd.  At  page  18^  he  says  (11th  March— Aiinamfafe) :  *'Ecre  the 
enemy  had  his  fiirthest  outposts  "  (nearest  Washington).  *  «  »  Scattered  mnskets 
and  camp-eqnipaffe,  or  ntensils  bore  witness  to  the  hasty  withdrawal  of  the  enemy." 
Page  19  (16th  March,  Faiffax  Court  Bbuee)^  "  We  foand  plenty  of  first-rate  gaiters, 
which  we  appropriated."  "  The  enemy  at  this  time  were  perfectly  supplied  with  erery 
requisite."  ''  The  enemy  had  withdrawn  reiy  hastily  from  these  flsarftil  fortifications 
at  Gentrevllle  and  Manassas."  Page  21,  *' No  one  could  have  desired  a  more  comfort- 
able soldiering  than  the  Confederates  enjoyed,  as  testified  by  their  rough,  but  well- 
constructed,  log-houses  and  incalculable  remains  of  food  and  camp  ntensUs,  broken 
bottles,  Ac"  Pages  91-S8,  **  Burned  ties,  or  timbers,  broken  and  bent  rails  lay  on  the 
route  of  the  adrancing  column ;  likewise  railroad  locomotives  amid  a  chaos  of  shat- 
tered cars,  while  the  store-houses  on  the  railroad,  partially  destroyed  and  surrounded 
by  stoTe-in,  half-filled  barrels  of  pork  and  rice,  were  the  best  proof  of  the  wUd  flight  of 
the  Confederates."  "  About  4  p.  x.  we  passed  Manassas,  the  strong  bulwark  of  the 
enemy.  This  hamlet,  consisting  of  ten  houses,  was  extremely  formidably  fortified ;  its 
lofty  bastions  seemed  almost  beyond  capture,  and  we  could  not  comprehend  the  flight 
of  the  Confederates  out  of  such  strong  entrenchments."  Peil.  Ksaxict,  notwith- 
standing, did  huny  them  out  in  his  peculiar  way. 
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To  believe  that  MoGlbllan  calculated  on  utilizing  a  junction 
with  McDowBLL  was  to  reverse  the  proverb,  and  conceive  an 
act  of  energy  exceptional  to  a  whole  career,  characterized  by 
almost  timid  caution.  One  remark  Airther  presents  the  most 
extraordinary  phase :  McClellait  was  always  asking  for  very 
large  reinforcements,  and,  notwithstanding  some  were  furnished, 
could  not  be  induced  to  move  forward  decidedly;  and  then, 
when  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw  from  Harrison's  Landing,  he 
promised  that  if  they  would  only  give  him  an  additional  force, 
small  in  proportion  to  his  previous  demands,  he  would  advance 
on  Richmond  at  once. 

The  battle  of  Mechanicsville,  26th  —  a  glorious  success  for 
Reynolds  and  Sbtmoub,  says  Cableton,*  who  fought  it  alone, 
repulsing  double  their  numbers  —  seemed  to  have  stunned 
McClellan.  On  the  24th,  he  had  planned  an  aggressive,  which 
was  apparently  inaugurated  in  Oak  Grove  on  the  25th.  On  the 
26th,  this  aggressive  had  degenerated  into  a  pure  defensive. 
On  that  night  he  thought  of  nothing  but  retreat.  The  darkness 
of  the  ensuing  nights  of  the  27th  and  28th  was  lighted  up  by 
the  bonfire  of  his  stores.  West  Point  went  up  in  flames  on  the 
night  of  the  28th,  and  it  might  be  said,  that,  by  their  light,  he 
commenced  the  withdrawal  of  the  heavy  guns  and  baggage, 
and  changed  his  base  in  a  manner  which  bore  all  the  features 
of  a  flight 

On  Friday,  27th  June,  the  attack  upon  our  right  was  re- 
newed in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  as  it  is  styled  by  the 
rebels,  or  Gaines'  Mills  (Gaines'  Farm,  or  Ellison's  Mills),  as  it 
is  better  known 'to  us.  In  this  Keabny  took  no  part.  The 
victory  was  a  formal  one  for  the  rebels,  but  was  purchased  at  a 
fearful  cost.  This,  the  third  of  the  Seven  Days'  Battles,  was 
the  first  of  those  six,  styled  in  error,  seven  days'  contests  which 
was  actually  fighting  in  betbeat. 

By  six  A.  M.,  28th  June,  the  whole  Union  army  was  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  So  far  from  this  concentra- 
tion being  a  disadvantage,  if  McClellak,  on  that  day,  or  the 

*  **  The  united  efforts  of  the  two  Hills  and  General  Bbakcr  were  not  snfflcient  to. 
dislodge  the  two  brigades  which  held  the  position.  Gbifhk,  Mabtikdale  and  Mulbs 
were  ready  to  lend  assistance,  hat  were  not  engaged.  Obotin  only  fired  a  few  shots/* 
—  *'  JMimDing  the  Flag,''  120. 

43 
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easaing  one,  29th  Jane,  had  struck  at  Richmond,  the  city  mnst 
haye  fallen  in  five  hours. 

This  retreat,  of  which  so  much  has  been  made  by  McCusir 
x«an's  admirers,  was  one  of  the  simplest  of  military  problems. 

McClellan  was  too  slow  and  uncertain  to  project  and  execute 
any  plan  that  would  be  in  accordance  with  the  first  principles 
of  war.  On  the  27th  of  June  his  grand  army  was  still  astride 
the  Ohickahominy,  and  Gained'  Mill  was  Fair  Oaks  over  again, 
the  attack  being  this  time  upon  the  half  of  the  army  on  the 
north  bank.  As  at  Fair  Oaks,  utter  rout  and  wide  disaster  was 
prevented  only  by  the  arrival,  after  sundown,  of  fresh  brigades 
from  the  other  side,  and  by  the  wing  of  that  dusky  angel  that 
has  saved  so  many  a  hard  pressed  army— Night.  "  Welcome 
night  wrapped  his  shattered  wrecks  in  its  preserving  darkness." 
Under  its  friendly  cover,  the  wreck  of  the  right  wing  moved 
across  that  fatal  swamp,  and  the  morning  of  the  28th  found  the 
whole  army  where  it  should  have  been  one  month  before,  on 
the  Richmond  side  of  the  Chichahominy. 

But,  by  this  time,  its  commander  had  relinquished  the  offen- 
sive, and  was  aiming,  not  for  success,  but  merely  laboring  to 
keep  bad  enough  from  becoming  the  worat  possible.  In  the 
scenes  that  followed,  McClellan  had  no  division  commander 
more  effective,  prompt  or  trustworthy  for  a  critical  moment 
than  General  Ksarxt.  * 

The  army  had  only  to  fall  back  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  miles 
through  a  country  which  favored  the  movement.    The  rebels 

*  **Iii  notlcini?  the  bravery  of  all  the  generals  that  have  taken  part  in  the  late  battles 
on  the  PenlnBala,  one  of  the  foremost  in  rank  Is  General  Kbarnt.  Words  are  lnad»- 
qaate  to  express  the  daring  and  bravery  of  this  general.  He  is  always  foremost  in  the 
fray ;  and  many  times  was  he  observed  with  his  bridle  In  his  teeth,  while  his  right  arm 
(the  only  one  he  has),  with  a  sword  at  the  end  of  it,  was  catting  and  slashing  at  a.Airl- 
oas  rate  among  gronps  of  the  enemy.  The  rebels  styled  him  the  "  One^rmed  Devil ; " 
and,  aftet'  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  I  was  told  by  rebel  prisoners,  daring  a  conver- 
satlon  with  them,  and  on  the  night  of  the  fight,  he  was  closely  watched  by  them  and 
their  oflicers,  and  that  some  of  their  most  accarate  sharpshootert  were  ordered  to  draw 
a  bead  on  that  **  one-armed  devil  th^re ;  **  yet  they  coald  not  see  him  ikll.  Finally,  a 
rebel  colonel  ordered  his  entire  regiment  (according  to  their  statement)  to  withdraw 
thoir  lire  ttom  everything  else  and  center  it  npon  that  officer  with  one  arm ;  the  order 
was  obeyed,  and  the  entire  regiment  (the  5th  Carolina)  belched  forth  a  volley  at  the  one- 
armed  officer ;  bat  he  was  prytected  by  a  Jast  caase  and  an  All-seeing  Eye  above,  and 
was  not  seen  to  fkU  Arom  his  saddle.  Sach  men  are  too  precious  to  their  country,  and 
in  the  eyes  of  their  Qod,  to  fltU  by  a  rebers  bullet.*^  —  (jyeiospap^  SHp.) 
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had  greater  difficulties  to  overcome  than  the  Unioii  forces.  The 
former  were  absolutely  inferior  in  numbers,  and  the  latter  had 
only  to  protect  their  rear  and  one  flank,  their  left.  If  any  ques- 
tion of  the  slightest  magnitude  required  solution,  it  was  the 
saving  of  the  artillery  and  trains.  There  are  plenty  of  exam- 
ples of  vastly  superior  perils  overcome  under  immeasurably 
greater  disadvantages.  A  curious  parallel  may  be  recalled, 
which  occurred  during  the  "Thirty  Tears'  War,"  wh^n,  in 
August,  1623,  Christian  op  Brunswick,  with  an  army  com- 
posed almost  entirely  of  raw  recruits,  "  fought  almost  inces- 
santly in  retreat  throughout  three  nights  and  two  days,  over 
nearly  thirty  miles  of  river  and  marsh-intersected  country." 
Eiffht  times  the  Brunswickers  reformed  their  lines  of  battle 
under  an  artillery  fire,  whose  multiplied  discharges,  maintained 
with  unnsual  fierceness  for  the  epoch,  ^'  made  the  earth  tremble, 
and  the  old  walls  they  sought  to  defend  quiver  and  shake  again." 
All  this,  too,  in  the  face  of  a  superior  veteran  army  led  by  Tilly, 
the  best  general  of  the  day.  This  prolonged  contest  is  known 
as  the  Battle  of  Lohn,  or  Stadt-Lohn. 

Frederick's  retreat  in  the  third  campaign  (that  in  1768), 
of  the  Seven  Years'  War,  after  he  had  lost  all  his  artillery  at 
Hochkirch,  is  another  notable  example. 

The  retreat  of  Morbau  through  the  Black  Forest,  in  1796, 
very  much  lauded  at  the  time ;  that,  again,  of  Sir  John  Moore, 
which  culminated  in  his  victory  of  Corunna,  in  1808,  greatly 
admired  by  Napier;  that  of  Wellington,  within  the  lines  of 
Torres  Viedras,  in  1810 ;  that  of  Massena,  out  of  Portugal, 
before  Wellington,  in  18ll,  were  incomparably  greater.* 

How  much  more  glorious,  although  in  miniature,  Clattsbl's 
retreat  from  his  repulse  at  Constantine  in  1836. 

On  Saturday,  28th  June,  there  was  an  affair  at  Golding's 
Farm,  in  which  the  rebels  were  repulsed  with  so  much  facility 
that  they  were  actually  deceived  for  a  moment  as  to  the  reality 
of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Union  army.f 

*  A  b€tter  simile,  perluips,  is  the  Seven  Days'  BaUles,  in  Retreat,  of  Freiboig,  SdrMk 
Angiitt,  1644,  which  progressed  and  terminated  very  mach  like  our  own  *'  Summer 
Week  of  Fighting,"  95th  June  to  the  Ist  July,  186S;  Stonxwall  Jaoksoh  representing 
the  impotnons  Condk.  —  Gust's  "  JUves  qf  the  Warrion,"  1611-1676, 1. 18. 

t  General  KxABirr  crossed  the  swamp  one  mile  higher  than  the  nsnal  road,  at  Brack, 
ett's  Ford,  and  abont  sundown  had  secured  all  his  trains  and  artilleiy;  and,  after 
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On  ^the  battle  Sundfty/'  29th  June,  an  engagement  took 
place  at  Savage  Station.    In  this  Ejcasnt  took  a  prominent  part 

On  Monday,  dOth  Jane,  occarred  the  battle  of  Frazier's  Farm 
(or  Nelson's  Farm,  or  Glendale),  or  New  Market  Cross-Roads. 
This  resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  Union  forces.  "The  rebel 
troops  became  a  mob,  and  fled  in  terror  toward  Richmond." 
A  mournful  wail  was  heard  from  Glendale  during  that  long  dis- 

advancing  in  aecority  a  short  distance.  Ma  sconta  fell  npon  the  enem7>  picketa,  and 
there  commenced  a  very  brisk  firing  in  the  woods  in  front.  The  reconnoissance  made 
it  certain  that  the  Confedemte  Ibrces  were  near  as,  and  that  an  attempt  to  advance 
along  the  road  would  be  hotly  contested,  and  might  bring  on  a  general  engagement. 
General  Ebabnt  drew  ap  his  men  in  the  order  of  battle  nntil  after  night,  and  then,  in 
the  darkness,  sought  to  Join  the  other  divisions  of  the  anny.  I  have  often  heard  the 
men  and  officers  of  the  army  if»eak  of  that  ni^t's  march  in  the  gk>omy  forest,  where 
nothing  could  be  seen  bat  the  flash  of  the  fire-fly.  The  uncertainty  of  the  way,  the  near 
presence  of  the  enemy,  the  thunder  of  the  battle  not  fitr  from  them,  made  this  a  ni^i 
long  to  be  remembered,  and  the  most  thoughUesa  were  Impreaaed  with  aad  anticipa- 
tions of  to-morrow.    •    •    ♦ 

To  guard  against  the  success  of  such  a  demonstration  (a  flank  movement),  strong 
bodies  of  oar  troops  were  massed  at  important  points  on  the  several  roads.  On  those 
leading  from  Bichmond,  General  BxarrtsiMAJS^  with  the  divisions  of  Generals  Hookbb, 
Kearny,  Sedgwick  and  McCall,  were  placed.  Our  trains  and  the  advancing  troops  were 
to  iMUs  over  the  road  to  Turkey  Bend  or  ICalvem  Hill,  called  Quaker  Road.  This  road 
cuts  at  right  angles  the  various  highways  running  from  Richmond  east,  and  therefore 
is  the  groat  highway  to  James  river  from  Sa^ge  Station^  Along  this  road  all  the  artil- 
lery troops  and  wagons  of  the  army  had  to  pass.  It  was  the  plan  of  the  enemy,  as  soon 
as  they  discovered  the  course  we  were  taking,  to  out  in  twain  onr  anny,  and  to  ddTe 
back  and  capture  such  portion  as  could  be  severed  from  the  main  body. 

Fbakklin  and  Sumnsb  held  the  rear,  Slocux  was  on  the  left,  and  Hexntzbucax  on  the 
right.  HooKBB  occupied  a  position  on  the  Quaker  Road ;  to  his  right,  McCaxa,  and  again 
VjtAajXT  the  extreme  right.  Those  various  divisions  were  thrown  into  these  positions 
to  protect  our  army,  seeking  its  new  base,  and  to  repel  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to 
break  through  onr  lines— a  catastrophe  which  would  have  been  flital  to  all  that  portion 
thus  cut  off  from  the  main  trunk.    *   *   * 

The  conduct  of  General  Keabnt  in  this  battle  was  the  admiration  of  all  his  corps. 
He  was  everywhere  directing  in  all  movements,  imparting,  by  his  presence  and  clear- 
■ightedness,  the  moat  determined  courage  to  his  men.  Wherever  the  danger  was 
greatest,  there  he  pressed  and  carried  with  him  a  personal  power  that  was  equal  to  a. 
reinforcement.  In  a  pre-eminent  degree,  he  possessed  that  military  preecionce,  or 
anticipation  of  what  was  coming,  and  the  point  of  an  enemy's  attack,  which  haa  chav- 
acterized  every  great  man  who  has  risen  to  distinction  in  the  art  of  war.    •    •   e 

General  Hkintzxlicak  was  commander  of  the  third  army  corps,  all  the  regiments  of 
which  were  engaged  in  this  battle.  For  him  all  the  officers  and  men  had  the  deepest 
respect.  He  was  alwa3r8  cool,  and  in  danger  pmfectly  aelf-possessed.  A  man  of  great 
kindness  of  heart,  considerate  of  his  men,  temperate,  wisely  discriminating  and  Just. 
There  was  felt  in  him,  as  a  soldier,  the  utmost  confidence;  without  any  of  thoee 
knightly  and  brilliant  qualities  which  made  the  names  of  Hookzr  and  KxABmr  the  syn- 
onyms of  chivalry  and  daring,  he  was  brave  without  rashness,  and  life-saving  withont 
imbecility,  dignified  in  demeanor,  yet  Atsily  approached,  and  the  IHend  of  eveiy  soldier. 
—Chaplain  Habks*  "  Peninsula  Campaign,"  pages  S18-S88. 
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mal  night,  lit  up  by  the  red  glare  of  torches  flitting  to  and  fro 
as  the  rebels  gathered  up  their  wounded.  On  this  occasion, 
Kbabnt  held  about  the  center  of  our  line. 

The  night  before  Malvern,  that  is,  during  the  fierce  conflict 

of  Glcndale,  says  Major-Qeneral  B ^  Ejbabnt  had  one  of 

those  escapes  which  must  have  led  him  to  suppose  that  he  bore 
a  charmed  life,  exactly  the  same  as  occurred  to  him  on  the  eve 
of  Solferino,  and  cost  him  his  life  in  the  gloaming  of  Chantilly. 
He  rode  out,  supposing  McCalPs  line  was  a  prolongation  of  his 
own  to  the  left;  McGall  had  not  brought  his  m^n  up,  and 
Keassty  dashed  directly  into  a  body  of  deployed  troops,  tiring 
briskly.  He  perceived  at  once  that  the  skirmishing  was  after 
a  manner  different  from  our  own,  and  made  up  his  mind  that 
he  was  in  the  midst  of  the  rebels.  Just  then  an  officer  xame 
np,  mistaking  him  for  a  rebel  general,  and  asked  what  he  should 
do  now.  Kbabnt,  looking  down  at  bim  severely,  answered, 
^  Do,  Sir  1  do  as  I  have  always  directed  yon  to  do  in  such  a 
case,  Sir!*'  turned  and  rode  quietly  away,  expecting  every 
moment  that  the  mistake  would  be  discovered,  and  that  he 
would  be  shot.* 

During  the  retreat,  Kbabnt  had  relieved  another  division, 
and  assumed  a  position  for  the  night.  With  the  eye  of  a  soldier 
And  a  general,  he  ha^  posted  his  artillery  and  distributed  their 
supports,  and  now  surveyed  the  approaches  and  his  dispositions 
with  the  calm  satisfaction  of  one  who  felt  himself  the  master  of 
the  situation.  Remember  that  this  was  in  the  midst  of  the  tur- 
moil and  difficulties  of  (and  such)  a  retreaU  After  this  survey, 
he  turned  to  an  officer  near  by  and  remarked :  ^'  If  they  (the 


»         >  ■  M^l         I  »i 


«  The  raoBt  wonderiU  stories  us  related  of  the  braTS  Kbabht,  who  UttenUlf  been 
the  character  of  a  "  Salamander.'^  He  was  to  he  seen  with  his  one  arm,  and  holding 
his  bridle  in  his  teeth,  evetjrwhere  during  the  hotest  of  the  light.  At  one  time  he  came 
▼ex7  near  being  taken  at  WkUs  Oak  awmtp.  4^  WM  snrronnded  by  no  fewer  tliaB 
thlrtj  of  the  rebels,  bat  ihirl j  cut  his  way  throngh  them  —  tamed  and  asking  if  they 
tfaonght  **•  he  looked  the  kind  of  man  to  flUl  into  their  hands  f  **  The  men  all  love  him 
for  his  nndannted  brarery,  bat  complain  a  little  of  14^  j^igettlng  that  ererybody  is  not 
made  of  cast-iron  like  himself. 

Oeaenl  Qukteslxai.  performed  his  duty  fhlthftilly  and  honestly,  while  the  com- 
manders of  the  divisions  of  the  eorps  (Oenemls  'Kkmoft  and  Hookxb)  have  that  place 
In  the  pabiie  estimation  which  they  hare  earned  by  many  gallant  and  heroic  actions, 
and  w^ieh  renders  It  anneceseary  for  me  to  do  anght,  except  pay  this  tribnto  to  the 
memory  of  one  and  the  rising  flune  of  the  other.'*  -  C^VtePQMpflr  iSH/w  tnU  to  Author,)  . 
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rebels)  can  drive  me  out  of  this  position,  they  can  call  me  a 

Jersey ^."    The  concluding  word  was  more  forcible  than 

orthodox.  It  was  such  speeches  as  these,  indicating  impertur- 
bable self-reliance  and  faith  in  himself  and  men,  that  gave  the 
troops  courage  and  confidence  in  times  of  doubt  and  peril. 

The  reader  must  have  remarked  the  testimony  of  General 
Wainwmght  in  regard  to  Kearny's  self-possession  and  power 
of  rapid,  clear  and  conclusive  thinking  to  the  point  under  the 
heaviest  and  most  stinging  fire.  In  this  imperturbable  active- 
minded  physical  phlegm  he  was  only  surpassed  by  his 
own  fiery,  headlong  activity  when  a  change  of  circumstances 
demanded  a  complete  substitution  of  antagonistic  characteris- 
tics. Such  a  combination  of  qualities,  however  strange  they 
may^ppear  to  ordinary  readers,  should  not  be  so  to  military 
students.  Gubtavus,  Turbnnb,  Tobstenbon,  Saze,  Frede- 
ric, ZiBTHEN,  Sbydlitz,  Blttchbr  (thcse  last  three  should 
be  always  named  together),*  Massena,  Soitlt,  Radbizki, 
all  possessed  an  aggressive  power  which  was  only  surpassed 
by  their  resistive  might  when  the  time  called  for  the  one  or 
the  other  in  the  superlative  degree.  From  the  earliest  times, 
all  grand  types  of  the  Anglo-Saxon,  the  Teutonic,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  the  Theotiscan  race,  have  proved  their 
greatness  by  the  display  of  an  attack  like  the  lightning,  and  a 
resistance  like  a  cube  of  granite,  which  was  one  of  the  emblems 
of  the  great  Gustavus. 

In  the  finest  specimen  of  the  Saxon,  Harold,  who  succumbed 
to  fate,  slain,  but  not  vanquished,  at  Hastings,  there  is  a  perfect 
exemplification  of  that  fiery,  nervous  "forward**  which  is 
ascribed  to  the  Celt,  and  that  stubborn,  fearless,  anchored^  or 
rooted,  steadfastness  which  should  render  immortal  the  Dutch 
infantry  of  Fleurusf  of  Almanza,  in  fact,  throughout  King 
"William  in*s  wars ;  of  the  English  infantry  of  Fontenoy  down 
to  Waterloo ;  and  of  the  Prussian  infantry,  especially  the  Pom- 
eranian, of  Frederic.  If  we  have  a  real  portrait  of  Harold, 
and  not  an  ideal  one,  in  him  the  general  reader  could  recogniJEe 


*  BnsKB^B  Blttchbb,  lll-rv. 

t  RouBsvr's  "  LouTozB  ^*  rv,  408,  etc.,  worthy  examination  to  learn  what  a  good 
inflintry,  when  trae  to  itself;  can  ftchiere,  eren  amid  diaaster. 
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Esabitt;  Haboud,  so  mighty  in  his  onset,  as  at  York  victori- 
ous, so  unshakable  in  his  defense  at  Hastings,  until  an  arrow 
through  the  head,  shot  at  random,  ended  his  glorious  life,  just 
as  one  bullet  out  of  a  volley  set  firee  the  spirit  of  Ebasnt  at 
ChantiUy. 

But  it  was  not  only  on  the  battle-field  that  EIbabnt  displayed 
the  superiority  of  his  mind.  He  was  prophetic  in  his  common 
sense,  and  in  his  prescience  he  always  found  a  reason  and  a  solur 
tion  of  what  seemed,  to  lesser  men,  temerity. 

During  the  eix  days'  retreat  and  the  sbven  bats'  fighxd^g, 
Ebabnt  seems  to  have  been  the  only  general  whose  foresight 
is  demonstrated  by  recorded  words;  who  perceived  that  the 
danger  arose  from  moral  feebleness  in  the  direction  which  could 
be  only  met  by  extra  exertion  and  provision  on  the  part  of  the 
subordinates.  Thus,  he  was  always  on  the  alert  to  make  him- 
self perfectly  acquainted  with  the  roads,  so  that,  if  our  move- 
ments were  checked  or  choked  on  one,  his  troops  could  be 
extricated  on  another,  just  as  nature  turns  the  current  of  the 
bU>od  by  anastomosis  into  a  new  channel,  when  the  regular  one 
is  severed  or  closed  by  accident  or  violence.  No  one  knew  bet- 
ter than  he  the  necessity  of  studying  the  topography  of  a  coan- 
try,  sinee  a  battery  on  a  commanding  knoll,  or  a  little  wood 
well  slashed,  or  a  guUey  with  an  abrupt  bank  wisely  occupied 
and  well  defended,  might  stop  the  march  of  a  victorious  column. 
He  also  ^ew  that  his  men  must,  in  such  a  rapid  retreat  (unne- 
cessary, a»  it  turned  out,  as  regarded  the  enemy,  compulsory  as 
regarded  their  general-in-ohief),  must  carry  with  theoi  and  upon 
them  the  means  to  feed  themselves  and  to  feed  the  fight.  Thus, 
when  hfi  fell  back  firom  his  original  position  on  the  railroad,  his 
last  care  was  to  see  that  each  man  of  his  division  had  upon  him 
not  only  the  regular  quantity  of  ammunition,  but  one  hundred 
extra  cartridges  per  inan  stowed  away  upon  his  person.  What 
was  the  result  ?  Keabny  never  was  driven^  and,  when  in  the 
White  Oak  Swamp,  everything  depended  upon  a  continnoiu, 
well-sustained,  heavy  fire,  his  lines  were  able  to  respond  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  crisis,  not  out  of  their  cartridge-boxes,  not  out 
of  their  ordinary  supply,  but  out  of  the  extra  quantity  unth 
which  the  prescience  c^Ebabkt  AoJ  loaded  their  pockets  mid 
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tkehr  hat>ers€$ck8.  An  officer  of  wonderfally  teaadons  memoiy, 
who  was  in  HBnrrzxLMAN's  corps,  says  that  nothing  saved  the 
Union  army  in  the  White  Oak, Swamp  but  those  hondred 
rounds  of  cartridges  per  man,  insisted  upon  and  seen  to  by 

KKiJtNT. 

Tuesday,  1st  July,  our  ^  Boys  in  Blue "  were  drawn  up  on 
the  pleasant  estate  of  Dr.  Cabtbs,  known  as  Malvern  Hill,  and 
there  the  Array  of  the  Potomac  won  a  Hohenlinden  victory 
which,  under  any  other  general,  wo«ld  have  been  improved,  and 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  Richmond.  Here  Pobtbb's  corps 
constituted  the  extreme  left  of  our  line,  whose  shape  resembled 
that  of  a  bill-hook.  Next  to  Pobtbb's  came  the  division  of 
Couch,  then  EsABinr,  then  Hookbb;  to  the  right  of  these, 
Sihcnbb's  corps,  then  SMrrar,  then  Slocuh. 

The  posting  of  our  troops  on  that  day  was  intrusted  to  one, 
of  whom  a  friend  —  who  served  under  him  for  many  years — 
writes  thus,  confirming  the  report  of  every  one  who  knew  him : 
*^  General  A.  A.  Httmphbxts  was  once  Assistant  in  chaige  of 
the.  Coast  Survey  office,  and  his  survey  and  report  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  placed  him,  scientifically,  at  the  apex  of  his  corps 
and  of  the  army,  and,  strange  to  say,  after  he  got  command  of 
a  fighting  column,  his  courage  and  energy  were  equal  to  his 
mental  attainments.*' 

The  following  is  worthy  of  incorporation,  as  the  fi^ts  are  from 
the.  pen  of  one  who  greatly  admired  Ebabnt,  and  spoke  of  him 
in  the  warmest  terms — more  particularly  as  it  furnishes  a  com- 
plete account  of  the  posting  of  our  troops  at  Malvern  Hill : 

General  A.  A.  Huicphbsyb*  posted  the  army  at  Malvern,  with 
the  exception  of  Pobtbb's  corps  (the  Fifth),  and  Cough's  division 
of  the  Thijrd  Corps,  which  were  already  in  position  when  he  arrived 
on  the  ground.  The  Head-Quarters  of  the  army  were  at  Hax- 
aWs,  Landing.  About  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  Greneral  MoClbulan 
sent  for  General  Humphbbts,  to  inform  him  that  Sumnbb's  and 
HsrirrzHtAfAN's  corps  were  at  Malvern,  but  not  in  position—^ 
(FRATTKLnr,  an  hour  or  so  later,  came  in  toward  Haxall's  with 
hid  corps;  Ebtbs'  corps  was  already  there)— -and  requested 
HuMFHABYS  to  procecd  thither  at  daylight,  and  post  the  troops 

a»>^^iM^— ^^p^l^l^j^^— ^—  ■■■■■■Ml  ■Ill^lP   ■^■■^MWI^.^P«^^^^a^^^—^B^1*^»^W^^^^f^l—        ■»■■    ■  ■   ■     I  ■■■■■■  .^^M*— ^1^^^— ^^^ 

•  See  M^.-Gen.  Babnabd's  "  FaOmula  Qmpalffn,*'  Koto  81,  ptgo  91. 
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as  massivelj  aa  he  oonld.  General  Huxphbeys  had  been  over 
Malvern  the  day  before,  and  over  the  ground  to  the  right  of  it. 
This  he  did,  sending  up  aome  of  Kbyjbs'  troops  that  he  found 
coming  toward  HazalPs.  He  saw  Greneral  Pobtsb,  and,  aocom- 
panied  by  General  Hmo*,  commanding  the  Artillery  Beserve  of 
the  Army,  rode  at  once  to  Couch's  Division,  on  the  right  of  the 
Fifth  Corps.  The  Fifth  Corps  was  well  posted;  whether 
trenched  or  not  was  not  observed.  Then  Huxphbbys  saw  Gen- 
eral Couch,  and  discussed  with  him  the  position  as  they  rode 
over  the  gronnd.  Some  part  of  Couch's  ground  was  slightly 
trenched. 

At  his  right,  extending  down  toward  the  enemy  a  considera- 
ble distance,  was  a  thick  grove.  This  Humphksys  endeavored 
to  have  slashed,  as  he  believed  the  enemy  would  use  it  as  a  cover 
in  attack,  which  they  did.  The  force  he  sent  for,  to  have  it 
slashed,  was  otherwise  occupied,  and,  as  the  next  best  thing,  the 
woods  were  occupied  by  Couch  as  well  as  it  could  be.  From 
Couch's  position,  he  rode  along  the  ground  and  selected  the 
position  for  Hbxntzelxah's  and  Suhneb's  Corps  to  occupy. 
By  this  remark,  it  is  not  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  he 
went  into  the  details  of  the  ground;  that,  of  course,  wzb  left  to 
the  commanders  of  troops.  He  sent  the  directions  by  aids  to 
Kbabny  and  Hookbb,  as  BjsnrrzEiMAx  was  not  on  the  ground, 
but  had  gone  to  see  General  McClbllan,  as  had  also  Sumnbb. 
It  would  appear  that  neither  Hbentzbucak's  nor  SuionEB's 
ground  was  trenched,  except  a  small  part  of  the  right  of  the 
latter.  General  Babxtabd  joined  General  Huxphbbys  in  the 
course  of  the  ride,  and  went  over  that  part  of  the  ground  with 
him  which  Ebjjimy's  and  Hookbb's  Divisions  occupied.  They 
parted,  and  General  Babnabd  joined  Greneral  McClbllan  about 
half-past  eight  ▲.  ic,  as  Gteneral  MoCusllak  rode  through  the 
ground  which  KBABinr  afterward  occupied.  General  Babnabd 
continued  with  General  MoClbllan  to  the  Head-Quarters  camp ; 
and  General  Humphbbys,  with  General  Httnt,  continued  select- 
ing the  ground  for  the  line  of  battle,  advising  with  Hunt  for 
the  artillery  positions. 

They  finally  reached  a  point  where  it  was  necessary  to  descend 
from  the  hill  of  Malvern,  where  the  position  or  country  was 

44 
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open,  and  enter  low  wooded  groond*  Here  Greneral  Hirirr  left 
Creneral  Huuphbbys,  and  returned  to  hia  Reserre  Artillery; 
and  the  latter  sent  word  to  Pobtxb,  or  Suxksb,  or  to  the  lat- 
ter's  division  commanders,  designating  the  ground  they  were 
to  occupy.  General  McClsllajt  passed  General  Hihcphrbts 
on  the  hill,  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  or  three  hundred 
yards,  so  that  he  did  not  speak  to  him.  He  appeared  to  be  con- 
versing at  one  time  with  Sumnib  and  Hsun^sLiCAN  about  the 
ground,  as  they  stopped  and  pointed  in  different  directions.  It 
was  not  until  General  Humphiusys  had  reached  the  vicinity  of 
HaxaU's  that  he  had  determined  what  grounds  ought  to  be  occu- 
pied between  Malvern  and  the  river.  At  Hazall's  he  saw  Gen- 
eral MoCLELLiLif,  told  him  what  he  had  done,  and  what  he 
proposed  to  do.  He  also  saw  General  Fbakklik,  and  had  some 
conversation  as  to  how  his  corps  should  be  posted;  then  passed 
to  the  corps,  and  saw  General  W.  F.  Smfth  ;  pointed  out  a  mill- 
dam  where  his  right  could  rest,  and  gave  him  the  compass 
direction  by  which  to  extend  to  his  left  through  low  wooded 
ground  so  as  to  unite  with  the  troops  on  the  hill;  General 
Slocitm's  left  (if  memory  serves)  joined  Smith's  right,  and  the 
latter  division  closed  in  on  the  river,  on  the  extreme  Union 
right.  Pkok's  division,  of  Ebybs'  Corps,  supported  on  the 
right.  He  then  rode  rapidly  up  to  Malvern,  the  artillery  fire 
having  begun,  and  went  to  see  about  connecting  Smith's  troops 
with  Sttmnbb's.  With  some  difficulty  he  (HuMPHBBY8)^ot  Sum- 
mcB  (after  taking  him  over  the  ground)  to  extend  his  right  to 
meet  Smith.  Humphbbyb  rode  with  Sumkeb's  extending  troops^ 
andj  OB  they  entered  a  Jield  on  ohe  side  Jrofn  the  tooodSy  SkrrH's 
troops  entered  it  on  the  oth^^from  the  eame  woodSy  the  two  lines 
of  troops  being  as  exactly  identical  in  direction  as  if  they  had 
been  moving  on  a  line  marked  out  by  instruments,  Humphbbyb 
had  not  ridden  over  the  line  before,  though  he  had  examined 
the  ground  in  the  vicinity  closely. 

The  exact  coincidence  was,  of  course,  accidental,  but  it  was 
somewhat  remarkable.*    Now,  all  the  line  through  this  woo,ded 

»  III!  '■         <  III,!.  .  ,  rf  I  I     !■■     I  , 

^Sach  remarkAble  acennutr  of  dlieeti<m  and  Hnx^  conKIHitM,  It  is  tald,  tbe  ehief 
excellence  of  the  Prassian  Inftintiy.  PrecUion  and  pnnctoality  were  the  principal 
canies  of  the  anccesa  of  the  followers  of  the  Black  Bagle  during  the  "  SeTen  ^toek^ 
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ground,  from  the  brow  of  the  hill  to  the  right,  on  the  river,  was 
trenched,  and  near  the  river  the  ground  was  open,  and  Slooum's 
front  was,  probably,  not  at  all  trenched,  or  not  entirely.  Huh- 
PHBETS  did  not  give  it  his  attention,  but  sent  Major  Duanx,  of 
the  Engineers,  with  his  battalion,  to  slash  in  front  of  the  mill- 
pond  on  Smith's  right,  as  a  main  road,  entered  at  this  point  from 
the  crossing  of  White-Oak-Swamp-Creek,  the  road  by  which 
Fbaitklik's  troops  came  in.  Having  completed  the  line,  Hum- 
phreys returned  to  Malvern  Hill,  where  the  cannonading  was 
going  on,  but  no  infantry  fire  had  as  yet  begun.  He  remained 
on  the  fronts  of  Uruxtzeullix  and  SmarsB  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  rest  of  the  day,  as  there  were  indications  of  an  attack 
on  Sumnxb's  right  and  Smith's  left,  a  weak  part  of  the  line. 
Near  this  weak  position,  however,  stood  three  of  the  hardest 
fighting  men  of  the  army,  a  trio,  known  as  ^^  Fighting  Phu.,'^ 
"  Fighting  Joe  "  and  **  Fighting  Dan,"  lions  at  bay,  the  first 
since  ^^  dead  on  the  field  of  honor ; "  the  second|  afterward 
severely  wounded,  holding  his  ground  under  a  like  desperate 
attack  at  Antietam;  the  third  losing  his  leg,  a  year  and  a  day 
subsequently,  stemming  the  fearful  onset  of  Longstbeet 
and  saving  the  position  at  Gettysburg.  When  the  infantry 
fire  began  to  be  sharp,  or  rather  when  the  skirmishing 
began  to  be  heavy,  on  Couch's  |ront,  he  concluded  that 
the  battle  was  about  to  begin  in  earnest.  This  was  about 
three  and  a  half  or  four,  not  later  than  four  and  a  half  p.  m. 
From  certain  indications  during  the  morning,  he  inferred  that 
the  fight  would  not  begin  until  the  afiemoof,  and  had  so  ex- 
pressed himself  to  General  McClbllan,  to  whom  Humphbbys 
now  sent  a  brief  dispatch,  stating  that  he  believed  the  fight  was 
about  commencing  in  earnest,  and  rode  to  Pobtbb's  position  to 
meet  him.    MgClbllan  came  up  there  shortly  afterward,  receiv- 

War**  in  1808.    Brer.  Brliir.-0«n.  W.  P.  W ,  who  comnuuided  th«  18th  N.  T.  V.  in 

188S-8,  and  stadied  hta  profewion  as  a  soldier  in  Praetia,  often  nlated  hie  aatonithment 
at  the  precision  of  the  moyements  doiinfr  the  gnmd  militazy  mancenTies  around  Berlin. 
He  said  that  he  believed  that,  if  a  Prosslan  line  of  battle  encountered  an  obstacle  in 
their  advance,  and  had  to  break  to  pass  it,  althon^^  the  two  wings  continued  on,  sep- 
arated and  ont  of  sight  of  each  other  for  the  distance  of  a  mile,  thqr  would  come 
together  with  as  nmch  accaracy  as  if  the  line  had  remained  onbroken,  with  the  flanks 
in  contact  throaghont  the  whole  interraL  This  (if  remembrance  is  correct)  ahowa  the 
leiiabilltar  of  the  Prussian  drilL 
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iag  his  note  jast  before  reaching  that  point  where  Couch  had 
his  fight.  . 

On  the  1st  July,  at  Malvern  Hill,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
won  a  Hohenlinden  victory.  This  fnrioas  conflict,  so  deBtmctive 
to  the  assailants,  did  not  cease  until  about  nine  p.  h.,  having 
lasted  over  five  hours  after  it  grew  into  the  magnitude  of  a 
grand  battle.  The  rebels  were  finally  **  driven  to  the  shelter 
of  ravines,  and  woods,  and  swamps,  utterly  broken  and  despair* 
ing." 

The  worst  of  the  story  now  remains  to  be  told.  After  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  had  won  such  a  victory,  and  the  exulting 
troops  looked  forward  to  harvesting  the  fruits  of  their  bloody 
toils,  orders  were  given  to  retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing.  Then, 
and  not  tiirthen,  the  bonds  of  discipline  seemed  to  be  unloosed, 
and  a  disorderly  rush  ensued,  which  justified  the  remark  that, 
"in  the  storm  and  darkness,  the  Union  Army  fled  from  a  victory 
as  though  it  had  been  a  rout."  * 

That  night  a  circumstance  occurred  which  recalled  an  incident 
connected  with  the  defeat  of  the  French  army  at  Oudenarde,  in 
1708.  Prince  Eugshb  says:  ''The  darkness  of  the  night  pre* 
vented  our  pursuit,  and  enabled  me  to  •execute  a  scheme  for 
increasing  the  number  of  our  prisoners.  I  sent  out  dmmmera 
in  diflerent  directions,  with  orders  to  beat  the  retreat  after  the 
French  manner,  and  posted  my  French  Refugee  officers,  with 
directions  to  shout  on  all  sides:  —  £bre  IHoardyl  Mere  Chan^ 
pagnel  Sere  Piedmont  I  The  French.soldiers  flocked  in,  and 
■  ii»ii  ■■■i^i.o     I.  .11 1— — — 1^— 11  III        I  ■   —  I  II      1 1 ■ 

•  *«  On  the  ereningof  Satarday,  th«  94fh  Norember,  th*  Vkag  {itsam  TS)  caOed  a  eovB- 
en  of  war"  (in  bis  camp  at  Salisbaiy,  when  in  the  preeence  of  the  PimroB  or  Orakcb 
and  the  tennre  of  the  Bnglish  crown  depended  on  the  result,  Jnst  as  the  ftite  of  Ricb- 
mond  hnng  on  McClellan's  decision  on  the  ere  of  KalTein).  ^*  FBrnMsiJi,  the  RoTal 
Commander-in-Chief,  expressed  his  opinion  that  it  was  expedient  for  his  Mi^esty  to 
lUl  back.  Dxnn>n  earnestly  npheld  a  contrary  opinion,  and  entreated  Jaxbb  to  allow 
him  to  march  at  once  and  attack  the  Pkincb  op  Oravcb. 

"  Then  ont  epoke  gallant  ClayerhovM, 

And  his  sonl  thrill'd  wUd  and  high. 
And  he  showed  the  Sing  his  enbjeotis 

And  he  prayed  him  not  to  fly." 

The  King  decided  for  a  retreat  The  camp  broke  np  at  Salisbnry,  with  all  the  confb- 
ffion  of  a  flight."  The  resnlt  was,  Jaxxs  lost  his  throne,  and  William,  Prince  of  Orange, 
became  King  of  Bnghind.-General  Hon.  Sib  Edwabd  Cubt'b  "XiM9  ^  Qu  WarrionJ* 
8d  Series,  Yol.  I,  page  S89. 
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I  made  a  good  hanreBt  of  them ;  we  took  in  all  about  seven 
thousand."* 

In  our  own  case,  after  Malvem,  the  troops  were  intermingled 
to  such  a  degree  that  an  eye  witness,  an  officer  of  Hookjbb's 
division,  states  that  corps,  division,  brigade  and  regimental 
staif  officers  were  stationed  at  certain  points  to  disentangle  the 
snarled  skein  and  reassemble  under  their  proper  commanders, 
in  designated  localities,  the  armed  and  uniformed  flood  which 
was  flowing  multitudinously  and  incoherently  to  shelter  itself 
under  the  broadsides  of  the  gunboats.f 

•   *A0  to  condition  of  roads  and  line  of  retreat,  "om  narrow  pais**  (Major  W 

B— ~*8  gate),  etc,  see  Smamt^B  Testimony ;  *^*' Report  qT  OommUUA  on  tfU  Oonduet  of 
the  War,**  part  1, 1,865;  Compare  Ghbzlxt  II,  107,  Text  and  Notes;  Prot  John  Wi3> 
ujuc  Dbapbb^s  ''  CMl  War  in  Ameriea,**  IL  414  and  415,  quoting  very  strong  language 
from  the  ^^Sqfori  qf  tht  CommUtm  on  the  CondUfCt  qf  th4  War;**  Blaxx's  "  Three 
Teare  in  the  Army,**  118,  etc. ;  -  Db  Tbobbiakd,  1,878,  says  well:  *^ There  (on  Etarri- 
son's  Plantation)  the  Army  rallied  Itsel^^e  a  ehipwreeked  crew  ;  this  anny  which  had 
accomplished  its  own  salration  of  itself  and  despite  of  every  obstacle ; "  Chaplain 
Mark*s  **  PenHnmOa  Campaiffn,**  394;  Chaplain  Citdwobth^b  ^  Ftrtt  Maesaehutetts,**  388 ( 
HjLBnm's  ''SMoryqfthe  Great  BeMUont**  877  (1),  etc.;  Oookx's  ** Stonswaix  Jack- 
son, a  Miliiarp  Biography**  357,  etc.;  MiOoivQeneral  Babkabd^b  **  Penineular  Caxn^ 
paign,**  Note  83  (to  page  47),  page  97, 1 8,  etc.,  etc. 

t "  The  great  battle  of  MalTem  Hill  was  fonght  Jnst  to  the  right  of  ns,  and  I  can  safely 
say  that  I  hare  never  yet  hear^  any  things  like  the  thnnder  of  the  artillery  on  that  day ; 
it  wu  one  long,  incessant  roll ;  when  we  Itft  the  ptaee^  the  regiments  were  leaving  in  a 
pamc;  wagone,  siek  and  wounded,  artUlery,  att  in  one  Jumble.  'Colonel  Hibax* 
(DuRTBA)  teould  not  take  us  into  such  a  disorganised  mass,  and  we  waUed  for  the  road  to 
dear ;  he  said  hewould  rather  face  the  whole  Southern  Confederacy  than  take  his  regiment 
into  that  rabUe :  and  he  backed  his  word  by  marching  ns  down  the  road  toward  the  rebel 
position,  and  there  we  were  obliged  to  stay  until  the  road  was  clear  enough  to  march 
on  and  keep  our  order.  We  experienced  that  day  the  hardest  marching  we  hare  yet 
seen ;  in  mud  knee  deep,  fording  streams  to  our  middle,  raining  in  torrents,  and  no 
place  to  sit  down,  unless'  we  could  sit  in  slush  a  foot  deep ;  and,  to  add  to  our  misfor- 
tunes, there  was  a  hard  slippery  bottom  under  the  layer  of  slush,  which  made  it  as  diffi- 
cult to  walk  as  if  we  were  on  ice,  and  we  were  continually  IhUlug  down.  Bverybody 
and  everything  was  wet  through,  and  all  tired  out  and  half  dead  with  the  continued 
lktig:ne  we  bad  gone  through.''— Soldiers'  Letters,  edited  by  Ltdu  Mxhtubn  Post,  pagA 
146, 148. 

"  The  battle  was  followed  by  a  dark  and  stonny  night,  hiding  the  agony  of  thousands 
who  lay  on  the  blood-stained  slopes  of  Malvern  Hill,  and  in  the  copses  and  woodlands 
beyond.  The  rain  came  down  in  torrents.  Neither  Jackson,  nor  Longstreet,  nor  A.  P. 
Hill,  had  taken  part  in  this  attock.  It  was  made  by  D.  H.  Hill  and  Magruder.  Some 
of  their  men  slept  through  the  tempestuous  nl^ht  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
national  batteries.  With  inexpressible  astonishment,  when  day  broke,  they  cast  their 
eyes  on  the  hill  fh>m  which  they  had  been  so  fearfolly  repulsed.  Their  enemy  had  van- 
ished—the volcano  was  silent.  Among  the  Confederates,  everything  was  in  the  most 
dreadfhl  confhsion.  One  of  their  Generals  says :  "  The  next  morning  by  dawn  I  went 
to  ask  for  orders,  when  I  found  the  whole  army  in  the  utmost  disorder;  thousands  of 
straggling  men  were  asking  every  passer-by  for  their  regiments ;  ambulances,  wagons 
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^'  On  the  fleeing  columns  of  the  enemy,"  is  the  language  of 
Chaplain  Marks,  *'  our  batteries  and  gunboats  continued  to 
fire  until  ten  oVlock  at  night,  throwing  the  shells  into  the  for- 
est ;  for  hours  not  a  gun  replied,  and  not  even  a  courier  dared 
to  show  himself  in  the  open  field. 

and  artillery  obstracUnx  every  road,  and  all  together  in  a  drenching  laSn  presenting  a 
ffcene  of  the  most  woeftil  and  heart-rending  conAislon." 

^*  Seventh  Day,  Wednesday,  July  9d.-The  retreat  to  HarriMn^s  Landing,  not  even  in 
the  awltal  night  that  followed  this  awAil  battle,  waa  not  allotted  to  the  national  army. 
In  less  than  two  hours  after  the  roar  of  the  conflict  had  ceased,  orders  were  given  to 
resume  the  retreat  and  march  to  Harrison^s  Landing.  At  midnight  the  utterfy  exhcmtted 
nldisnwtregropiinig  ihdr  staggering  way,  aUmg  a  road  €le»erlbtd  at  detperate^  in  aMthe 
eonfuHan  qfaJMng  and  routed  army.  There  was  bnt  one  narrow  pass  through  which 
the  army  coald  retreat,  and,  thoagh  the  distance  was  only  seven  miles,  it  was  not  nntil 
the  middle  of  the  next  day  that  Harrlson^s  Landing  was  reached.  The  mod  was  actn- 
ally  ankle  deep  all  over  the  ground.  The  last  of  the  wagons  did  not  reach  the  selected 
site  until  after  dark  on  the  8d  of  July.  The  rear  guard,  then  moved  into  their  camp,  and 
everything  was  secure.  The  paralysed  Confoderates  made  a  feeble  pursuit,  and,  on  the 
Sih,  went  back  to  Richmond.  Not  without  pi^und  reluctance  was  the  order  to  con> 
tinue  the  retreat  to  Harrison^s  Landing  obeyed.  General  Ksabnt,  than  whom  there 
was  not  a  more  noble  soldier  in  the  whole  army,  exclaimed,  in  a  group  of  indignant 
officers :  "  I,  Philip  Kbabht,  an  old  soldier,  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  this  order 
to  retreat.  We  ought,  instead  of  retreating,  to  fbllow  up  the  enemy  and  take  Richmond. 
And,  in  ftill  view  of  all  the  responsibility  of  such  a  declaration,  I  say  to  you  all  that  such 
an  order  can  only  be  prompted  by  cowardice  or  treason.**  The  French  princes  left  the 
army  early  the  next  morning:  its  condition  was  to  all  appearances  desperate.  They 
went  on  board  a  steamer,  and  soon  after  departed  for  the  north.  The  CommittM  of 
Congress  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  referring  to  these  events,  declare  ^'  The  retrSt  of 
the  army  fh>m  Malvern  to  Harrison^s  Bar  was  very  precipitate.  The  troops,  upon  their 
arrival  there,  were  huddled  together  in  great  confhsion,  the  entire.army  being  collected 
within  a  space  of  abont  three  miles  along  the  river.  No  orders  were  given  the  first  day 
fbr  occupying  the  heights  which  commanded  the  position,  nor  were  troops  so  placed  as  to 
be  able  to  resist  an  attack  in  force  by  the  enemy,  and  nothing  but  a  heavy  rain,  thereby 
preventing  the  enemy  ftom  bringing  up  their  artillery,  saved  the  army  from  destruc- 
tion." There  had  been  sent  to  the  Peninsula  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  men 
(109,600).  On  the  8d  of  July,  after  this  great  army  had  reached  the  protection  of  the 
gunboats  at  Harrison's  Landing,  HoClxu.an  telegraphed  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  that  he 
presumed  he  had  not  *'  over  60,000  men  left  with  their  colors."  Hereupon  President  Lnf- 
dkM  (July  7th)  went  to  Harrison's  Landing,  and  found  that  there  were  about  86,000  men 
there.  *  *  *  Thus  ended  the  great,  the  ill-starred,  the  melancholy  Peninsula  expedition. 
It  had  no  presiding  genius,  no  controlling  mind.  There  was  an  incredible  sluggishness 
in  the  advance ;  it  actually  gave  the  Confederates  time  to  pass  their  Conscription  Law 
and  bring  their  conscripts  into  the  field.  The  magnificent  army,  which  had  been  oigan- 
ized  with  so  much  pageantry  at  Washington,  and  moved  down  Chesapeake  Bay  with 
so  much  pomp,  had  sickened  in  the  dismal  trenches  of  Torktown,  and  left  thousands 
upon  thousands  in  the  dark  glades  and  gloomy  marshes  of  the  blood-stained  Chicks- 
hominy.  It  Is  the  testimony  of  the  corps  commanders  that  they  were  left  as  best  they 
might  to  conduct  the  Iktal  retreat.  The  General  was  importunately  demanding  of  the 
government  more  troops,  never  using  all  that  he  had.  Countless  millions  of  money  had 
been  wasted ;  tens  of  thousands  of  men  had  lieen  destroyed.  From  the  inception  of  the 
campaign  to  its  end,  military  audacity  was  pitted  against  military  timidity,  promptness 
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"  The  battle  was  over,  but  the  cannonading  still  continued, 
and  shells  and  balls  of  every  kind  tore  through  the  woods  in  a 
ceaseless  whirlwind  of  fury.  In  the  mean  time,  thousands  of 
Confederates  fled  in  the  wildest  disorder  from  the  scene,  and 
hid  themselves  in  swamps  and  hollows ;  soldiers  without  guns, 
horsemen  without  caps  and  swords,  came  to  the  hospitals  in  the 
battle  field  of  Glendale, '  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Malvern,'  and 
reported  that  *  their  regiments  and  brigades  were  swept  away, 
and  that  they  alone  were  escaped  to  tell  the  tale.' .  It  is  one  of 
the  strangest  things,  in  this  week  of  disasters,  that  General 
McClellan  ordered  a  retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing,  six  miles 
down  the  James  river,  after  we  had  gained  so  decided  a  victory. 
When  this   order  was  received  by  the  impatient    and   eager 

against  procrastination,  and  the  reanlt  could  not  be  other  than  It  was.  The  Confeder- 
ate* at  Ccntreville,  in  Inferior  nnmbem,  and  In  contemptible  works,  held  MoClbixax 
at  bay.  They  did  the  same  at  Torktown,  though  he  had  much  more  than  ten  timet 
their  atren«th.  -Prof.  Dbatbr's  ''  dvU  War  In  Amartea^*^  rol.  n,  pa^  418,  etc 

*'  The  coontryin  the  vicinity  of  Harrisou^s  Landing  has  been  aptly  termed  the  ^^Bden 
of  Virginia ; "  but,  when  the  army  of  MoCLKLZ.Air  gathered  itself  together  the  monilng 
after  the  terrible  battle  of  Malyem  Hill,  and  moved  toward  the  Landing,  the  ripening 
fields  of  wheat  and  com,  in  all  their  golden  loxnriance,  were  trampled  under  foot,  and 
the  beantllhl  pictare  of  plenty  and  peace  passed  like  a  mirage  from  the  view,  and,  before 
the  night  of  that  day,  the  scene  that  presented  itself  defies  descrlptidn.  It  was  a  deso- 
late sight  to  behold  the  remnant  of  that  once  splendid  Army  of  the  Potomac  haddled 
together  nnder  the  pelting  storm,  withont  shelter,  without  .flx)d,  knee-deep  in  mod, 
weary  and  exhausted,  vainly  seeking  a  dry  spot  whereon  to  stretch  their  sore  and  tired 
limbs.  In  spite  of  the  discomforts  of  that  day,  one  could  scarce  forbear  smiling  as  he 
beheld  the  soldiers  plodding  their  way  through  the  mud.  A  step,  and  down  they  would 
go,  leaving  shoes  and  boqts  behind  them  with  phMid  resignation,  knowing  that  it  waa 
useless  to  struggle,  and  finally  sinking  from  sheer  exhaustion.  Millions*  worth  of  prop* 
erty  was  destroyed  upon  the  route.  In  the  fields,  wagons  and  commissary  stores  of  all 
kinds  were  piled  together  and  burned,  to  prevent  them  from  fiUling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Barrels  of  sugar,  coffee,  ports,  rice,  beans,  and  boxes  of  bread,  were  reckleasly 
flung  into  the  road,  or  piled  in  masses  and  set  fire  to.  Public  and  private  stores  shared 
the  same  hte.  The  luxuries  of  the  general  were  flung  into  the  same  blase  that  con- 
sumed the  coarse  necessaries  of  the  soldier;  no  distinctions  were  made ;  destruction 
was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  everything  that  could  not  be  transported  was  given  over 
to  the  destroying  element. 

When  the  soldiers  witnessed  this  dire  destmetton,  they  could  no  longer  doubt 
the  magnitude  of  their  misfortune.  Those  burning  piles  were  signiflcant  of  defeat^ 
and  they  turned  their  eyes,  sad  and  dispirited,  in  the  direction  of  the  Landing,  where 
were  gathered  the  transporta  that  were  soon,  they  supposed,  to  take  them  from  the 
scenes  of  their  great  disaaters. 

The  rebel  army  were,  however,  in  a  flir  worse  condition  than  ourselves.  They 
were  actually  starving,  and,  fortunately  for  us,  in  the  language  ef  the  Prussian  oflicer, 
Colonel  EsTVAir,  **  they  had  nd  army  with  which  to  pursue  us."  Ofilcers  of  every  grad* 
were  down  at  the  Landliig,  having  no  oomfliands,  and  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  get 
•board  the  tiaiiBporta.~McNAJUSA*a '« Irith  NMh  Ma$tae^utetti,''  vol.  I,  page  100,  etc 
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army,  consternation  and  amazement  overwhelmed  oar  patriotic 
and  ardent  host.  Some  refused  to  obey  the  command.  General 
MjLQTiirDAiJS  shed  tears  of  shame.  Even  (Greblet  11, 167,  [43]) 
FiTz  John  Pobts&'s  devotion  to  his  chief  was  temporarily 
shaken  by  this  order,  which  elicited^  his  most  indignant  protest.*^ 

After  the  final  clinch  on  the  bloody  slope  of  Malvern  Hill, 
when  the  enemy  recoiled,  bleeding  and  crashed,  from  the 
unbroken  and  defiant  Union  line,  Ejbabxt  felt,  through  every 
fibre  of  his  spirit,  that  a  swift  advance  would  have  crashed  the 
exhausted  rebel  force,  and,  by  the  seizure  of  its  capital^  dealt  the 
Rebel  Government  a  death  blow.  The  failure  to  seize  any  of 
these  opportunities  extorted  from  ^Hhe  brave  and  chivalrous 
Kbabnt  "  the  memorable  words  attributed  to  him  in  more  than 
one  popular  history,  which  were  uttered  in  the  presence  of  several 
officers :  ^'  I,  Philip  Kxabstt,  an  old  soldier,  enter  my  solemn 
protest  against  this  order  for  retreat.  We  ought,  instead  of 
retreating,  to  follow  up  the  enemy  and  take  Richmond ;  and,  in 
full  view  of  all  the  responsibility  of  such  a  declaration,  I  say  to 
you  all,  such  an  order  can  only  be  prompted  by  cowardice  or 
treason."  * 

And,  with  all,  hopelessness  and  despair  succeeded  the  flush 
of  triumph.  In  silence  and  gloom  our  victorious  army  com- 
menced retiring  from  an  enemy  utterly  broken,  scattered  and 
panic  stricken. 

And,  when  there  was  not  a  foe  within  miles  of  us,  we  left  ohr 
wounded  behind  to  perish,  and  any  one  witnessing  the  wild 
eagerness  of  our  retreat  would  have  supposed  that  we  were  in 
the  greatest  peril  from  a  vigilant  and  triumphant  enemy. 

Up  to  the  time  when  this  chapter  was  actually  in  hanB,  many 
seriously  doubted  if  that  excellent  man.  Chaplain  Mabks,  had 
recorded  the  exact  language  used  by  Ebasny,  and  the  writer, 
in  a  previous  brief  biography  of  Keaent,  expressed  the  follow- 
ing opinion  :f  *'  Daring  the  remainder  of  that  ill-starred  and  mis- 

*  [L088IKG  n,  4S6  (S) ;  qnoting  Gbeslbt  II,  167  (48, 45) ;  Dr.  ICabxs*  PenlDsnla  Cam- 
pal^,  294 ;  OuBOwsEi,  1,  S86-8 ;  Btphxb's  PezmsylTania  Reffenren,  805-6.] 

t  If  any  reader  believes  that  the  anthor  ia  actuated  by  any  prejadice  against  HoClxl- 
ZJLX,  be  does  the  anthor  injustice.  The  opinions  herein  expressed  are  fbnnded  on 
carefhl  examination  and  comparison  of  flicts.  Mc€lxllah  was  not  np  to  his.part  in 
the  work  in  hand,  Jnst  ak  Saiitt  AmrATTS  was  wanting  if  Kdioblaki  is  correct  after  the 
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managed  campaign  (2d-25th  June),  General  Kbabny  did  his 
duty,  and  more  than  his  duty,  on  all  occasions;  but  his  spirit 
was  fettered,  and  his  hopes  damped,  by  a  growing  disbelief^  at 
first  in  the  capacity,  and  at  length  in  the  loyalty,  of  the  com- 
manding general.  By  loyalty,  Ebabnt  could  not  have  intended 
to  convey  the  idea  that  McGlellan  was  false  to  the  Union ;  for, 
if  he  had  done  so,  he  would  have  been  found,  like  too  many 
others,  in  the  ranks  of  the  rebels  in  the  field,  or  their  abettors 
at  home ;  nor  could  he,  as  he  is  reputed  (erroneously,  I  believe), 
to  have  in  any  way  reflected  on  the  personal  courage  .of  his 
commander ;  but,  as  an  officer  remarked,  on  reading  the  charge 
reported  by  Mabks  and  Syphbb,  and  quoted  elsewhere,  he  did 
not  seem  morally  brave  enough  to  *  go  in '  like  Gbaivt,  and 
Shbbman,  and  Thomas,  and  Rosecbans,  and  Shbbidak,  and 
*  fight  the  thing  out '  then  and  there,  being  deluded  with  the 
idea  of  the  possibility  of  conciliating  the  rebels.  He  was,  too, 
infected  with  the  genius  of  what  Napoleon  styled  mezzo-termine 
(half  measures),  by  Fbedebic,  *  haggling '  to  fight  and  drive 
them  to  the  wall,  which  was  the  only  fighting  susceptible,  then 
or  ever,  of  securing  speedy  and  assured  victory." 

Since  then,  however,  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  regular 
army  stated  he  was  by  at  the  time,  and  that  Esabnt  made  use 
of  the  same  language  attributed  to  him  by  Chaplain  Mabkb. 
When  the  order  was  brought  to  Eeabky,  he  became  so  excited 
that  ^'  he  went  on  like  a  wild  man  "  at  the  idea  of  a  victorious 


Alma  (Invatkm  itf  the  Crimea^  n.  8S,  40. 44,  otc  ;  IdOor-Oenon^  (B.  A.)  Ojeobgx  Bnx^t 
*'  Rougk  NoUs  nf  an  Old  Soldier,'^  II,  188-184,  etc.) ;  or  the  Archdake  Chablks  after 
Aspern :  or  Chablbb  Albibt  after  hl«  tncoeeiea  at  the  opening  of  the  Campaign  of 
1848  in  Italy ;  or  the  Carliat  General  Goxsc  when  he  forebore  to  enter  Madrid,  in  1887 
(IIbkdbiuon's  ^*  SoUUm'  qf  Three  Queens^"  yi,  4S);  or  any  other  general— and  there 
have  been  hnndreds  equally  guilty  —  who  let  "  I  daro  not  wait  upon,  I  would."  (Com- 
pare KiNQstJLKB  II.  166 ;  ToDLXBBN  1. 957 ;  KnfosLAKB  n.  171^-189,  etc.)  The  sncceM- 
All  generals  of  history  are  those  who  wooed  Fortune  as  the  experienced  Loyelace 
skilled  in  the  wiles  and  daring  of  conquest,  and  by  audacity  and  even  pitiless  aggres* 
sion  convert  defeat  —  as  did  Sahta  Akxa  his  crowning  yietory  over  the  Spaniards  — 
into  victory*  It  is  not  physical  courage  that  wins  the  great  prises  of  glory,  but  that 
moral  power  (Kxnoslakb  II.  587),  which  by  marvelous  triumphs  over  physical  prostra- 
tion, by  omnipotent  will  and  skill,  like  the  fearless  snigeon,  cut  to  within  a  hairbreadth 
of  deadly  peril  and  wrest  life  and  the  Ihture,  as  it  were,  firom  death.  (Kingslaxje  II. 
418.)  The  overcautious  operater  deals  like  McGlxllax  ;  the  responsibility-assuming 
HoTT  or  Carnochah,  like  Kxabnt,  Thomas,  Gbant,  Shxbddah,  Blucssb,  Sitdlitz, 
Fbxdebio  and  other  godlike  parallels,  examples  or  imitators.  . 

45 
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army  abandoning  the  field  to  a  flying  foe,  and,  in  spite  of  every 
effort  to  restrain  him,  he  gave  vent  to  his  indignation  in  sen- 
tences, of  which  the  one  quoted  was  the  most  severe.  Reference 
to  his  letters  would  lead  to  the  just  conclusion  that  Kbabnt 
never  meant  cowardice,  as  it  is  generally  understood,  but  that 
mental  quality  which  ruined  Archduke  Chables,  and  often 
springs  from  a  mistaken  view  of  policy  or  unwillingness  to 
assume  responsibility.  Those  who  object  to  the  forcible  elocu* 
tion  of  passion,  excited  by  wrong,  not  ,to  self,  but  to  country, 
should  recollect  that  even  the  cold  temper  of  Washington  was 
roused  to  violent  invective  by  the  conduct  of  Lss  at  Monmouth. 
The  following  order  shows  Ksasnt  did  not  think  himself 
beaten: 

HEADQtTARTBRS,  THIRD  DIYISION,  THIRD  CORPS,  > 
Camp  Nsas  Ha&bison^s  Lakdikq,  JUI7  7  th,  1S62.     ) 

Genxsal  Obdbbs  No.  27.— Braye  comndeti  «s  one  of  yoar  generals,  who 
has  shared  in  your  perils,  so  I  sympathize  in  your  cheers  for  ySctory  when  I 
pass.  The  name  of  this  diyision  is  marked.  Southern  records  are  full  of  you. 
In  attack  you  have  driven  them ;  when  assailed  you  have  repulsed  them.  Be 
it  so  to  the  end.  New  regiments:  we  give  you  a  name;  engraft  on  it  fVesh 
laurels. 

Comrades  in  battle,  let  our  greeting  be  a  cry  of  defiance  to  our  foe ;  after 
the  fight,  one  greeting  of  victory  for  ourselres.  This  done,  remember  that, 
like  yourselves,  I  have  my  duties  of  labor,  in  which  I  must  move  unobserved, 
as  a  true  brother  in  hand  and  heart  of  this  our  Warrior  Division  family.  Suc- 
cess attend  you. 

'  Few  officers  had  more  skill  than  General  Keabnt  in  develop- 
ing  high  esprit  de  corps  among  men,  so  that  every  one  in  his 
command  felt  the  honor  of  the  division  to  be  a  personal  trust 
committed  to  him.  At  first,  his  men  wore  a  red  patch ;  after- 
ward, a  device  in  the  form  of  a  Greek  cross,  called  the  Keabnt 
cross.  Such  was  the  spirit,  pride  and  discipline  of  his  troops, 
that  a  Ebabkt  cross  became  a  sign  of  good  character  and  a 
badge  of  honor,  and  every  wearer  of  it  seemed  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  their  general's  motto : 

"DULOB  ET  DECORUM  B8T  PRO  P ATRIA  MORI.'* 

HSADQUABTEBB  THIRD  DFVISION,  THIRD  CX>BF8,1 

JnlyStlML  / 

8i»~I  have  tbe  honor  to  report,  in  oontlniiatlont  thai,  at  fih*  oloae  of  the  battle  on  the 

New  Market  Road  (Qlendale  Nelson's  Farm,  or  Fnuder's  fturm,  Sttli  June),  our  men 

remained  In  position  nntU  midnight,  when  orders  were  hroogbt  ftom  Qeneral  Hxunrua#> 
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MAN  to  ellbot  a  rvtreat,  as  General  Fbawxun  had  already  abandoned  bto  poiltion.  Thle 
move  was  again  effteted  qaletly  and  rapidly,  bnt  at  some  sacrlfloe  from  the  want  of  trans- 
portation.  By  dawn  we  were  In  a  new  and  strong  position. 
It  was  toward  noon  when  the  battle  was  again  renewed. 

THB  BATTLE  OF  MALVEBN  HUXfi. 

In  this  battle,  while  all  our  regiments  were  on  the  alert  and  under  artillery  fire,  and  all. 
more  or  less,  lost  from  the  enemy's  shelling  and  grape-shot,  none  hot  oar  artillery  and 
sktrmlsbers  were  Immediately  engaged.  Captain  Trompbom  managed  his  battery  with 
the  flill  genlos  of  that  arm,  while  Captain  Ranix>i:.fh,  with  his  Parrot  guns,  persecated  all 
that  attacked  him,  silencing,  several  times,  batteries  that  were  sweeping  oor  front,  or  cov- 
ering their  oolomns  of  attack  on  Oeneral  CorcH  to  our  left.  The  Fourth  Maine  particu- 
larly distinguished  Itself  Ibr  Its  coolness  in  holding  the  ravine  in  our  front,  and  daringly 
engaged  the  sklrmlshen  of  the.enemy's  attacking  oolumns.  Their  loss  was  considerable. 
The  brigades  of  Generals  BoftiNsoir  and  Bx&bt  were  principally  in  reserve,  but  were 
constantly  sent  forward  In  support  as  the  battle  swerved  to  and  fro  on  our  left.  The  first 
line  was  held  by  Oeneral  Birnby  with  coolness  and  firmness,  and  the  regiments,  even 
under  fire,  erected  for  themselves  well-arrajoged  rifle-pits.  Had  the  next  day  witnessed  a 
renewal  of  the  battle,  success  was  sure. 
Our  loss  has  been  nine  hundred  and  flity-one  In  the  several  engagements. 
It  was  at  midnight  that  we  were  again  called  on  to  move  In  retreat,  and,  tired  as  were 
1^1  our  command,  It  was  again  executed  with  ma<Ai  regularity,  and  we  arrived  by  ten  ▲.  x. 
(2d)  at  Harrison's  Landing. 

I  MBUfiir,  Ttry  re^peotfliUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  P.  KSARI7T, 

BHotMer^eteneral  QtmmcBndtno  DMtton. 
To  Captain  C  MoKkkvxb, 

AttiUemt  A^fjtUant-Oeneral,  TfUrd  Oyrpt. 


Odnsolivatkd  Tabttlasl  Btatkmxnt  of  thc  Killbd,  WouKnBD  AND  KuoNO  nr 

THX   THIBD   (KXAJUfT'S)    BlVISIOM,   THIS!)    OOJIFB,    fllNCB    THX    BATTI.B   OiV    FaIB 

Oaks.  May  31. 1882. 
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MUCOBAJTBDIC  OV  LOOB  IN  THJft  I^TX  BATTLES  —  SINCS  Jum  20TH,  1862  — IN  KKABNT'S 
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HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  DIVISION,  THIRD  OORPS,\ 
Harbison's  Landing,  July  6, 1862.  J 

6iB— I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  on  the  moves  and  battle  of  the  last  week : 
On  the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  at  midnight,  I  received  orders  to  pr^iMure  to  retire  flrom 
Fair  Oaks.  T%ls  was  executed  at  six  a.  x.,  regularly  and  without  annoyance,  the  enemy 
appearing  with  distrust  as  we  left,  without  pressure.  My  division  then  took  up  its  position 
in  the  very  strongly  Ibrttfled  oamp  near  Savage's.  In  the  afternoon  we  received  orders 
again  to  retire  across  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  This  I  executed  by  the  back  (the  Mill)  road. 
Some  artillery  and  my  Twtntletli  Indiana  Marksmen  held  this  place  fbr  several  hours. 
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i 
after  the  retreat  oommeneed,  and  manned  the  works  on  the  right  of  the  road,  ft>r  the  par* 
poee  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  hurrying  us.  Ciolonel  BBbwtr.  Twentieth  Indiana 
Volunteers,  greatly  disdngnlshed  hlmselt.  His  r^ment  lost  some  killed  and  wounded, 
as  the  enemy  shelled  the  works  toward  the  last,  and  parties  of  his  advance  and  our  rear 
guard  became  engaged. 

Fearing  lest  the  roads  to  the  White  Oak  Swamp  bridge  and  Beckett's  Ford  might  be  ' 
unduly  clogged  with  troops,  I  proposed  crossing  at  Jordan's  Ford,  three  miles  below  my 
camp.  I  had  reoonnoltered  it  in  the  morning,  and  found  that  the  enemy  was  in  Ibroe  on 
the  Central  road,  but  not  on  the  Charles  City  road,  and  did  toot  then  seem  to  be  on  the 
lookout.  General  Robimsok  was  to  cover  my  retreat,  and  was  cautioned  against  the 
enemy's  troops  arriving  ttom  across  the  WiUiamsborg  road.  Oenoral  Bibmvy,  with  his 
brigade,  was  to  lead  the  march ;  General  Bsrry  to  follow. 

It  was  found,  after  crossing  the  double  arm  of  the  Swamp  a(  Jordan,  that  onr  moves  had 
been  expected,  and  it  being  problematical  whether  the  relative  position  of  the  lines  of 
retreat  Justified  a  foil  engagement,  after  a suooessfol  skirmish  of  the  advanced  pickets; 
and,  on  learning  that  the  road  to  Brackett's  was  then  flree,  I  withdrew  the  troops  and  pro^ 
ceeded  by  that  ford.  General  Bkbby's  brigade,  however,  finding  Fisher's  Ford  unob- 
structed, passed  by  that  route. 

This  same  night,  by  ten  p.  m.,  the  whole  division  was  encamped  on  and  near  the  Charles 
City  road,  at  a  point  subeequently  during  the  battle  occupied  by  General  Blocctk. 

In  the  morning  of  the  aoth  June  I  drew  up  in  a  very  strong  position  on  the  Charles  City 
road.  Subsequently,  I  was  assigned  to  guard  the  New  Market  road  and  country  thence  to 
the  Charles  City  road,  a  space  of  near  two  and  a  half  miles. 

In  taking  up  my  line  of  battle.  General  RoBiirbow,  with  the  First  Brigade,  was  posted 
on  the  left;  his  left  on  the  New  ICarket  road  supporting  Thomfsok's  Battery.  General 
Bzkmsy  divided  the  distance  with  him  to  the  Charles  City  road.  General  Bbbby  was  In 
reserve.  General  Blocum  was  to  the  right  of  my  line  of  battle ;  General  McCaix  to  its  left. 
•  The  enemy's  attack  commenced  on  General  McCall  at  about  two  p.  m.  ;  at  about  three 
F.  M.  it  seemed  to  be  folly  developed ;  but,  sa  I  rode  over  to  visit  it,  it  did  not  seem  to  me 
to  be  unduly  threatening,  forther  than  from  the  shape  of  his  line— Its  left  greatly  refosed— 
It  had  dlMulvantages  for  myself,  although  advantages  for  those  to  whom  the  enemy  must 
present  Its  flank  in  making  an  attack  on  him. 

At  four  p.  K.  the  attack  commenced  on  my  line,  with  a  determination  and  vigor,  and  in 
such  masses,  as  I  had  never  witnessed.  Thomfsok's  battery,  directed  with  great  skill, 
literally  swept  the  slightly  foiling  open  space  with  the  completest  execution,  and  mowing 
them  down  by  ranks,  would  cause  the  survivors  a  momentary  halt ;  but  almost  instantly 
after  Increased  masses  came  up,  and  the  wave  bore  on.  These  masses  coming  up  with  a 
rapid  run,  covering  the  entire  breadth  of  the  open  ground,  some  two  hundred  paces,  would 
alone  be  checked  in  their  career  by  ttie  gaps  of  the  follen.  Btill  no  retreat :  and  again  a 
fresh  mass  would  carry  on  the  approaching  line  still  nearer.  If  there  was  one  man  in  this 
attack,  there  must  have  been  ten  thousand;  and  their  loss  by  artillery,  although  borne 
with  such  fortitude,  must  have  been  unusal.  It  was  by  scores.  With  the  irrepressiblllty 
of  numbers,  on  they  persisted.  The  arUllegy,  destructive  as  it  was,  ceased  to  be  a  caloula* 
tlon.  It  was  then  that  Colonel  Hays,  with  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania*  and  half  the 
Thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  was  moved  forward  to  the  line  of  the  guns. 


«  General  Kkabxy  uniformly  spoke  of  the  conduct  of  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  at 
Olendale  In  terms  of  the  highest  praise.  He  returned  to  the  regiment  his  thanks  tor  their 
glorious  deeds  on  that  day.  It  was  detaQed  to  support  Thompson's  battery,  the  men  lying 
on  their  foces  In  front  of  the  guns.  Four  several  times  the  Confoderates  came  out  ,of  their 
forests  and  chained  to  take  them.  The  serving  of  this  battery  was  most  admirable,  and 
Its  sweep  of  grape  and  shell  frlghtfolly  destructive.  With  desperate  oourage,  in  four  lines 
of  battle,  one  pressing  on  the  other,  the  enemy  came  forward  to  take  it  at  all  hazards ;  they 
were  met  by  a  terrific  storm  of  grape,  canister  and  shrapneU,  and  wide  lines  were  opened 
In  their  ranks,  and  men  foil  as  grass  before  the  mower.  But  stiU  the  tremor  wail^  only  for 
a  moment ;  on  they  pressed,  dosing  their  broken  files  as  they  ran ;  another  terriflo  burst 
of  flame  wonld  dash  sooreUng  streams  Into  their  very  Ihoes ;  but  still  on  the  broken  frag- 
ments pressed,  antn  almost  to  the  mnasle  of  the  cannon ;  then  up  sprang  the  protecting 
regiments,  the  firing  of  the  artlUary  osased,  and  mnsket  mmI  bajrouet  were  left  to  decide 
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I  li*ye  here  to  cell  ttae  ettentton  of  my  eoperlor  Chtefe  to  this  meet  heroic  aotloii  oa 
the  part  of  Colonel  lEiAtB  and  hie  regiment  The  CUxtj-thlrd  has  won  for  PenniylTanla 
the  laurels  of  flune.  That  whidti  grape  and  canister  iUled  in  eAaettng  was  now  eooom- 
plfahed  by  the  determined  chai^  and  r^id  voUeys  of  this  Ibot.  The  enemy,  at  the  mon- 
zles  of  our  guns,  for  the  flist  time,  sulkily  retired,  fighting.  SubseqineBtly,  groond  havins 
been  gained,  the  Sixty-third  Fennsylyanla  was  ordered  to  **  Ue  low,"  and  the  battavy  onoe 
more  reopened  its  oesseleas  work  of  destruction. 

TlUs  batUe  saw  renewed  three  ontseta  as  above,  with  similar  ▼leissltudes,  when  Anally 
the  enemy  betokened  his  eflbrts  as  passed,  by  oonverting  his  charges  into  an  ordinary  Bne 
fll^t  of  musketry,  embracing  the  whole  front  of  the  brigade.  Ibr,  by  this  period,  he  frma 
enabled  to  do  so,  flrom  Tbomfsok's  pleoes  havlnff  leltthe  field  after  expending  their  grape 
and  becoming  tired  of  the  ftitlllty  of  round  shot. 

It  may  have  been  then  half-past  seven  p.  x.,  flill  day-light  remained,  and  anticipating 
that  the  enemy,  Ibiled  in  the  attempt  to  carry  the  New  Market  road  and  aiQacent  open 
ground,  would  next  hasard  an  attack  toward  the  CSiaries  City  road,  or  Intermediate  woods, 
that  my  attention  was  called  thereu  I  therefore  left  everything  progressing  steadily  on 
the  left,  and  visited  the  entire  line  to  the  right,  notwithstanding  that  the  line  was  lonir, 
and  that  no  reserves  (excepting  the  weak  Third  Michigan)  existed.  The  cbeerfkil  manner 
and  solid  look  of  Bikvbt's  brigade  gave  sssurance  oftheir  readlneei  to  be  meesored  with 
the  foe, 'and  they  met  my  warning  of  the  coming  storm  with  loud  cheers  of  exultation. 

Half  an  hour  or  forty  minutes  may  have  been  thus  passed.  I  then  letnmed  to  the 
extreme  left  of  my  line.  Arriving  there,  I  found  that  Colonel  Hats  had  been  relieved  by 
ColouAl  Bablow,  of  the  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  the  head  of  Qeneral  CAxj>wmu,'8 
brigade,  sent  to  me  from  Sxtxkbb's  Corps,  and  whk^  had  reported  to  General  Bobiksok. 

Almost  In  the  commencement  of  the  action,  within  the  first  half  hour,  as  I  had  plainly 
foreseen  and  warned  my  superior.  General  HswTsnuf  ak,  and  Qeneral  HvMPBnsnrs, 
Bnglneers,  who  most  kindly  had  gone  over  my  position  with  me,  every  man  was  engaged, 
or  in  position  or  in  close  support.  The  Bight  j^eventh  New  York  Volunteers  had  been 
ordered  by  General  Hkintsslkan  to  Brackett's  Ford,  and  the  First  New  York  Volun- 
teers was  diverted  from  me  by  a  misapprehension  of  Colonel  Dtckikam.  This  ftet  I 
announced  to  General  Hvivtzklmam,  without  asking  reinforcements,  since  I  did  not  con- 
ceive them  necessary,  nor  would  they  have  been  but  for  the  diverting  of  my  First  New 
York  Volunteon,  a  very  strong  regiment,  to  Qen«ral  McCauu 

The  Blxty-flrst  New  York  Volunteers,  under  Its  most  intrepid  leader.  Oolong  Ba:^^w, 
had  vied  with  the  brave  regiment  he  had  relieved,  and  charging  the  enemy,  borne  off  as  a 
tiophy  one  of  his  colors.  It  had  subsequently  taken  up  ItsjMsttlon  to  the  left  of  tiie  Chie 
Hundred  and  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  and  Itself  been  subsequently  retired,  but  none  appointed 
to  take  its  place,  that  breastwork  being  unoccupied.  It  was  at  this  conjuncture  that  I 
arrived  from  my  rU(ht.  I  found  McCall's  position  abandoned,  although  not  occupied  by 
the  enemy.  I  placed  in  it  the  First  New  Jersey  Brigade,  Cieneral  Taylob.  I  then  knew 
it  to  be  in  true  hands.  I  observed  that  whilst  the  enemy  were  amusing  my  entire  front 
with  an  ordinary  musket  fire,  that  strong  parties  of  rebel  skirmishers,  in  the  gloom  of  the 
evening,  rendered  denser  by  the  murky  fogs  of  the  smoke,  were  feeling  their  way  slowly 
and  distrustftilly  to  tiie  unoccupied  parapet.  Galloping  back  to  find  the  nearest  troops,  I 
met  General  CAi.nwxix,  who,  under  General  McCAiiL's  supervision,  wss  putting  two  or 
more  of  his  regiments  into  line  to  the  right  of  the  road  (a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  the 
breastworks)  to  move  up  in  order.  Circumstances  denied  this  delay;  accordingly  I 
directed  General  Caldwkll  to  lead  a  wing  of  a  regiment  at  double  [qul6k]  up  the  road  to 
open  on  these  r^bel  skirmishers.  This  was  done  promptly,  but,  from  their  being  foreign- 
ers, not  with  a  i\ill  comprehension,  and  darkness  embarrassed  them,  they  fired  at  the 
rebels,  but  in  direction  of  others  of  my  line,  and  thus,  while  the  enemy  were  swept  off  the 
arena.  It  left;,  for  some  little  time,  our  troops  firing  at  each  other.  To  increase  this  confh* 
slon,  the  residue  of  tiie  Brigade,  who  had  not  filed  Into  the  woods  and  formed  on  the  road. 


the  contest.  The  enemy  could  not  stand  the  heavy  stroke  of  the  moment,  but  broke  and 
fied:  rallying  three  sevwal  times  with  -fresh  rtinforcements,  they  ventured  out  into  the 
open  ground,  and  each  time  they  were  repelled  with  even  greater  slaughter  than  before, 
until  great  heaps  ot  their  dead  were  lying  like  mounds  on  the  fleld.--Chaplaln  ICajuot 
**  JPwiMula  Ootmpalffih*'  P*^^^ 
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opened  on  iw  all  who  were  In  the  ftont.   It  Is  my  impreorion  that  Oeneral  McGall  (taken 
prJaoner)  most  have  been  killed  by  this  fire. 

The  errors  of  croes^flrlng  having  at  last  sabslded,  my  Fifth  Mkshlgan  gallantly  crossed 
the  parapets  and  pursued  the  retiring  oiemy.  The  Xlghty-flrst  Pennsylvania  then  nobly 
responding  to  my  orders,  gallantly  Jed  by  Ueutenant-Oolonel  Ookmxb,  and  Oaptatn  Mix^bb, 
of  Qener^  Gaxj>wkll'8  staff,  dashed  over  the  parapet,  pnrsuedi  Charged,  and  with  a  few 
vigorous  volleys  finished  the  battle  at  half-past  nine  at  night. 

I  remained  much  longer  on  the  field,  and  reported  in  person  to  General  HMatrxmiMAX 
at  his  quarters.* 

In  concluding  my  rei>ort  of  this  battle,  one  of  the  most  dsaperato  of  the  war,  the  ono 
most  flstal,  if  lost,  I  am  proud  to  give  my  thanks,  and  to  include  in  the  glory  of 
my  own  Division  the  first  New  Jersey  Brigade,  General  Tatxab,  who  held  MoCall'b 
deserted  ground,  and  Oeneral  Gau>wxll  whose  personal  gallantry  and  the  bravery  of 
whose  regiments  not  only  entitle  them  to  share  in  tha  credit  of  onr  victory,  but  also  ever 
after  engender  Aill  sympathies  between  the  two  eorpt. 

In  this  engagement  the  coolness  and  jndioloiiB  arrangements  of  General  BxxmT  Influ- 
eneed  his  whole  command  to  Ibel  Invincible  In  a  very  weak  position.  Oeneral  Bsbkt,  as 
usual,  was  active.  The  fbarflil  losses  which  his  noble  regiments  have  sustained,  reducing 
them  to  scarce  two  hundred  to  a  regiment,  oblige  me  to  preserve  such  heroes  ibr  the 
decisive  moments.  8tlU,  they  will  not  be  repressed,  and  the  Fifth  Michigan,  under  Major 
FAiRXAmcs,  was  the  first  to  porsne  the  enemy.  I  regret,  ft>r  ourselves,  that  he,  almost 
the  last  of  our  noble  distinguished  at  Williamsburg  and  Fair  Oaks,  and  the  fbroed  advance 
of  the  9Kta  of  Jane  (Moond  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  or  of  Oak  Grove),  Is  dangerously  wounded. 
I  have  to  state  that  this  Dlvtaion  hss  been  extreme  used.  This  hss  prematurely  reduced 
to  nothing  regiments  of  the  highest  mark. 

>I  have  reserved  General  BoBiirsoir  ft>r  the  last  To  him  this  day  Is  due— above  all 
others  In  this  Division— the  honors  of  this  battle.  The  attack  was  on  his  wing.  Every- 
where present,  by  personal  supervision  and  noble  example,  he  seeored  fbr  ns  the  honor 
of  the  victory. 

For  the  names  of  offloers  distinguished  in  their  regiments,  I,  Ibr  the  proMnt,  refur  you  to 
the  brigade  and  regimental  reports. 

As  to  the  sctlon  of  my  artillery  (Battery  G,  Second  TTntted  States  Artillery),  it  has  never 
been  equaI«Ml  Ibr  rapidity  and  predrton  of  fire,  and  oootness  amidst  great  Ices  of  men  and 
horsey  The  gallantry  of  its  commander.  Captain  THOMFsotr,  Identifies  him  with  its  dis- 
tinction. 

Onr  Ices  has  been  severe,  and  when  It  Is  remembered  that  this  occurs  to  mere  skeletons 
of  regiments,  there  is  but  one  observation  to  be  made— that  previous  military  history 
presents  no  BoOh  parallel 

Very  respeotlUly, 

Yoor  obedient  servant, 
(Bigned)  P.  KEABNT, 

Brioodtet'O^neral  OommandSno  Third  Dfoiiion. 
Ty>  CArTAor  €L  MoKnevsa, 

Anttkmi  Aymaal-OsHsral  Jhird  Obrpi, 

*  Under  a  tree  at  the  Junction  of  the  Quaker  and  Gbarles  City  Boads. 

Olgned)  8.  P.  H.  (Sakuu:.  P.  HKnrmi.ifsw.) 
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CHAPTER    XXVI. 

COMPANION  AND  SUPPLEMENTARY. 

▲  PARTIAL  BliVIBW  OF  THB  PENINSULA  OPERATIONS  ON  THK 
LEFT  —  POPULAR  PRONENSS8  TO  EXAGGERATION  —  KEARNY'S 
PRACTICAL  FORESIGHT  AND  ABILITY— *  THE  KEARNY  PATCH, 
DIAMOND   AND   CROSS,   AND  BADGE    OR   MEDAL. 

I  raw  the  groand  on  which  *  *  the  oppoaioc  armies  bad  gaied  on  omch.  other:  the 
Confederates  on  the  rld^  of  the  valley  to  the  south,  guarding  Richmond,  the  Federals  on 
that  to  the  north.  The  valley  Is  nearly  a  mUe  wide.  Mnddy  and  slngglsh  was  the  stream 
(Chlokahomlny)  In  Aogost  (1802),  winding  through  reedy  meadows  and  swamps.  *  *  • 
Rev.  WIC  Wymdham  Mai.kt's  **  Srrand  to  the  aouth  <n  the  Summer  qf  U62»*'  pages  Ulft-'tt. 

**  The  (battle)  ground  (of  Seven  Pines)  was  very  unflivorable  Ibr  operations  on  citber 
Bide — a  broad  wooded  JUU^  Intersected  with  morasses  and  open  spaces ;  and  the  zx>ads  were 
bad  and  marshy  beyond  description,  owing  to  the  late  violent  rains." —Sls<  Maqf,  IMS,  Vov 
BOBCKX's  "  MBmoir*t"  chap.  11,  page  17. 

"A  general  should  understand  his  opponents'  character.*'— PBZNcaE  Bcaxan;  Mi^.« 
Gen.  MxTCHXix's  ^*JSioffrapMes  e/  SminerU  6bIcCfert,"rpage  2S2. 

**  The  Oommonwealtii  Is  sick  of  her  own  choice : 
Her  over  greedy  Love  Is  surflilted." 

Bkakxbpxasx's  **SenryIV/* 

« *Tia  driUlng  that  makes  him  (a  soldier),  »JdU  and  axirsK— 
J^m^pHon — thought  —  iHTBixiouf  cm" 

BcHiLX.XB'8  "  mmoMMn's  Loffcr/* 

It  is  one  of  the  fine,  high-sounding  axioms  of  the  moral- throng:  "  Man  shall  do  what  Is 
good  only  because  It  is  good."  The  philosopher,  however,  likewise  the  dose  observer  of 
human  nature,  knows  that  there  is  another  motive  which  Influences  men  In  a  higher 
degree :  "  Honorable  recognition  by  his  flellow-men.'*  *  *  Under  these  considerations.  Is 
there  »  more  sensltde  recognition,  a  more  disinterested  reward  ihan  by  means  of  a  simple 
ribbon,  a  cross,  a  star.  In  short,  some  badge  of  honor,  whose  entire  value  is  its  moral  elfeot  T 
And  yet,  the  whole  history  of  the  world  demonstrates  what  wonderfVil  effects  have  been 
produced  by  such  ribbons,  crosses,  stars  and  badges  *  *  tn  develoi^ng  grand  con* 
ceptlons,  lofty  Idess;  in  causing  valorous  and  glorious  actions;  In  reaching  the  loftiest 
attaining  alms,  believed  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  man.  So  It  has  been  ttarouirhout  all 
tjyn^^n.  The  mural  crown  and  the  laurel  wreath  had  the  same  eflbct  upnn  thp  andent 
Romans  as  the  Golden  Fleece  upon  the  knights  of  the  middle  ages,  and  as  tiie  cross  or 
badge  of  honor  exercises  among  soldiers  at  the  present  day.  — "Dgm  JhteA  cfrr  XiUerorden 
und  JBurenMelehent  VorumrL" 

*'  The  history  of  Wab  MxdaIiS  Is  not  well  known.  Many  are  bdJeved  to  exist,  that  wec« 
struck  by  order  of  Quxxn  Si.izabxth  and  Jaxxb  I;  but  the  Jtnl  cf  wMcft  Ihere  it  any 
aiiM«n«o  oecotm^tMU  toom  at  a  tMUiary  deoorcMon^  and  was  granted  by  Ckabuh  I,  In  161?, 
for  such  as  distinguished  themselves  in  /briom  hapet.  The  name  of  Robxbt  Waubh  la 
recorded  as  the  firai  redplenL  He  gained  it  at  Edge  Hill." — General  Coaifs  **  Xiws  of  flbe 
Warriort,"  1AU-I87fi.   VoL  U,  573,  OUYXB  Cbouwmll. 
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AFTER  MALVERN, 

Although  this  work  appears  late  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  it 
was  written  in  the  summer  of  1868,  and  the  preceding  chapters 
were  in  print  soon  after.  Had  it  been  prepared  at  a  later  date, 
many  of  the  views  presented  would  have  been  much  modified, 
but  not  in  favor  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  who  threw  away 
his  chances  with  as  prodigal  and  reckless  a  defiance  of  Foitune 
as  if  the  goddess  had  been  inextricably  chained  to  his  chariot 
wheels,  or  as  subservient  to  his  will  as  Ariel  to  Prospero. 
When  this  work  was  finally  passing  through  the  press,  May, 
1869,  the  writer  visited  Richmond  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
examine  the  battle-fields  around  that  city,  where  the  Union 
leader  of  1861-'2  seemed  desirous  of  surpassing  the  ^'Host 
Waster"  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War  and  elevate  the  worst 
miscarriage  of  the  Slaveholders'  Rebellion  to  a  par  with  the 
failure  before  St.  Jean  de  Losne  in  1636. 

One  of  the  party  was  an  officer  who  served  meritoriously  in 
the  Peninsular  Campaign  of  1862,  and  recognized  these  battle 
grounds  as  familiar  scenes.  All  agreed  that  however  a  critic 
might  have  condemned  McClellan  from  official  documents, 
nothing  could  have  made  that  general's  weaknesses  so  apparent 
as  a  visit  to  his  line  of  positions  along  the  Chickahominy.  Or 
as  one  said,  who  had  predicted  his  miscarriage,  '^  he  had  never 
been  so  satisfied  of  McClellan's  insufficiency*  as  to-day." 

Any  one  who  will  start  out  irom  Richmond  on  the  Mechanics- 
ville  pike,  and  make  a  circtiit  of  the  positions  assumed  by  the  dis- 
poser of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  May--July,  1662,  any  one, 
whether  he  be  tp'o  or  expert,  laic  or  initiate,  will  return  into  the 
Rebel  capital  overwhelmed  with  the  conviction  that  the  plan  of 
swinging  into  Richmond  with  the  Union  right,  was  to  ^'  take 
the  bull  by  the  horns,"  while,  on  the  other  hand,  to  "swing 
in"  on  the  left  was  the  correct  and  only  course  justified 
by  every  conclusion,    military,   sanatory  or    practical,  since 

*  ThBi  thli  epithet  Ib  not  applied  wltboot  aachority,  the  reader  la  referred  to  The  Jtme^ 
*'  Beview  of  McCLKi.i^ir :  Hie  Military  Career  Reviewed  and  Expoeed,"  by  Wii.liaic 
Swxirroir.  afterwards  anthor  of  the  ^  Campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ;"  Major- 
General  J.  O.  Babhard's  <U.  B.  A.)  **Fenln8nlar  Campaign;"  Dkkblow's  "Fbexont 
and  McClexj.ak:  Their  Political  and  Military  iOareera  Reviewed;"  and  a  number  of  oo- 
temporary  and  subsequent  publications  In  regard  to  the  mournftal  Peninsular  flmnret 

^6 
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"  Strategy  is  nothing  more  than  common  sense  applied  to  war.'* 
Hooker^  grand  on  any  field  which  he  could  supervise ;  Kearny, 
tried  and  true  on  so  many  different  fields,  perfect  soldier, 
admirable  commander  and  excellent  general;  Heiktzjblman, 
honest,  loyal,  spirited,  a  capital  soldier,  brim-full  of  common 
sense;  and  even  ^'worthy''  Sumner,  all  indicated  the  left  as 
the  point  of  vantage,  and  begged  to  be  permitted  to  push  in 
on  that  wing.  Then,  in  May,  up  to  the  middle  of  June,  there 
were  no  defensive  works  of  any  consequence,  if  any,  on  that 
front,  and  the  natural  disposition  of  the  ground  favors  an  assail- 
ant from  the  southeast  and  south  of  JElichmond.  This  was 
admitted  to  the  writer  in  that  city.  Afler  advancing  over  a 
fiat,  certainly  as  advantageous  for  an  aggressive  as  a  defensive, 
the  country  becomes  more  open  and  subsides,  in  rolls,  down 
into  the  suburbs  of  the  Rebel  capital,  which  lies  uncovered  at 
the  mercy  of  batteries  on  a  high  hill  just  south  of  it.  Prom 
this  hill  the  Union  troops  could  have  shelled  the  city  with  ease. 
Along  the  Williamsburg  road,  indeed,  there  are  comparatively 
fair  open  fields  to  fight  over,  although  in  some  directions,  it  is 
true,  it  is  almost  a  wilderness  up  to  within  three  miles  of  the 
city  limits,  and,  if  those  limits  were  correctly  indicated  by  the 
driver,  even  nearer  on  the  east-southeast,  where  the  largest 
of  the  five  National  Cemeteries  is  located  (that  which  contains 
the  victims  of  Lee's  cold,  apathetic,  and  Davis'  concentrated 
barbarism,  at  Belle  Isle  and  the  Richmond  city  prisons),  there  is 
sheer  fighting  ground.  This  is  two  miles  from  the  Rebel  capi- 
tal, and  near  the  Turnpike  Gate  and  Oak-Grove-Family-Store 
(1869).  In  this  direction,  and  within  this  circle,  the  ground  is 
broken,  often  favorable  and  never  unfavorable  to  an  assailant. 
When  HeentzelmAn's  Corps,  Kearny's  and  Hooker's  Divi- 
sions, advanced  on  the  25th  June  and  fought  the  "affair  of 

THE  PEACH  orchard,"*  McCLELLAxf  Said,  thcse  troops  "  are 

-  -  ■     ■        ■  ■  -  - 

*  This  aflkir  is  mJs-named  by  several  wrltevs  the  "  Battle  of  Oak  Grove."  By  the  senior 
General  preeent,  Hkintzslman,  it  was  entitled  tbe  Aflhdr  ofthe  "  Orchards."  He  said  ba 
applied  tbe  name  because  there  were  some  peach  trees  hereabouts,  but  partlcolariy  to 
dutlngnlsb  it  from  tbe  battle  of  Seven  Pines  and  Fair  Oaks  on  the  preceding  :ilst  May— Isi 
June,  with  which  it  was  often  confounded.  All  these  "  Ato\-/or-JVmi>ton  "  titles,  however, 
are  bumbugs,  as  much  as  the  god-like  attributes  of  the  Rebel  and  the  Napoleonic  i^fts  of 
the  Union  Commander.  There  are  plenty  of  scrub  oaks  in  this  locality,  but  such  a  thing 
as  a  holt  of  noble  oak  treeb  there  Is  not.  in  fhct,  there  are  no  Faxb  Oaks,  no  Oak  Obotvb, 
no  Skvsn  Pines ! 

t  McCt.kt.t.an's  "  JBgxjrt,"  Second  Period,  Jane  iS,  1882,  pages  n6-2S8 ;  parttenlarly  387.    . 
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where  I  want  them.'^  At  that  time  Kbabnt  and  Hooker 
were  pushing  ahead  gstUantly  down  the  Williamsburg  road, 
and  the  latter  went  within  four  miles  of  Richmond.  And 
Kbarnt,  properly  supported  by  the  troops  in  that  quarter, 
could  have  gone  in  with  ease  had  the  Commander-in-Chief  so 
willed  it. 

And  here,  before  turning  from  this  quarter,  where  every 
thing  invited  success,  the  reader  may  desire  to  know  what  is 
the  aspect  of  this  portion  of  the  country  east  and  southeast  of 
Richmond.  To  the  New  Yorker,  as  a  rule,  it  appears  to  be  a 
wilderness  of  scrub  and  jungle  springing  up  from  whitish  or 
red  sand  or  loam,  recalling  Eastern  Long  Island  before  industry 
and  judgment  took  hold  of  its  ''  barrens  "  and  converted  them 
into  prolific  fields. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  the  **  Cool  Arbors,"  or  "  Cold  Har- 
bors,'* '*  New  "  and  "  Old,"  between  which  there  is  a  National 
Cemetery,  it  seems  a  desolate,  poverty-stricken,  almost  unin- 
habited district.  In  May,  1869,  one  very  extensive  water- 
melon patch  looked  like  a  large  field  of  white  sea-sand  blown 
into  little  ridges  Or  ripples  by  the  wind.  With  the  exception 
that  the  hills  were  crested  with  sparse  sprouts  instead  of  marine 
wire  grass,  it  resembled  one  of  those  flats  lying  just  toithin  the 
Dunes  along  the  Long  Island  coast  of  the  Atlantic. 

Through  this  wilderness,  bare  or  tangled,  and  a  deep  and 
wide  depression  filled  with  rank  vegetation,  amid  much  loily 
timber  mingled  with  lowland  trees,  such  as  swamp  oak,  willow 
and  black  gum  —  a  tree  with  a  leaf  like  the  maple  and  a  bark 
like  the  cork  or  rock-oak  —  steals  the  Chigkahohiny.  Like  a 
TenomouB  and  treacherous  reptile  it  serpentines,  along  the 
marshy  flat,  almost  unobservable  within  the  dense  foliage  which 
screens  its  subtle  course.  In  its  rage  it  suddenly  swells  like 
the  deadly  Cobra  snake,  hisses  and  lifts  its  augmented  volume 
filling  the  bottom  land.  And  then,  shrinking  back  into  its  chan- 
nel, or  rather  its  lair,  it  leaves  its  borders  covered  with  a  poi- 
sonous slime  for  the  sun  to  convert  into  the  deadliest  effluvia, 
augmented  by  the  decay  of  a  rank  vegetation  fed  by  the  muddy 
overflowing  of  the  river — a  miasma  almost  as  fatal  as  the  blast 


364  BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  PHILIP  KEARNY. 

which  smote  the  army  of  the  Assyrian  —  a  miasma  which  stung 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  consigned  so  many  of  our  thou- 
sands to  graves  along  its  dark  shores,  or  left  them  infected  to 
suffer  on  for  years,  or  to  fill  at  home  the  unnoticed  graves  for 
which  their  bodies  had  been  prepared  by  needless  exposure. 

Such  was  the  fearful  obstacle — the  Chickahominy  and  its 
swamps  —  which  McClbllan  interposed  between  his  army  and 
its  objective,  through  his  willful  adherence  to  a  plan  which 
Lincoln's  telegram  of  the  4th  April  should  have  demonstrated 
was  no  longer  feasible.  Thereupon  a  clearsighted  man  would 
have  comprehended  that  he  must  depend,  or  at  all  events  base, 
his  calculations  upon  the  means  which  he  had  on  hand  and  upon 
himself. 

On  the  6  th  May,  the  victory  of  Williamsburg  opened  the 
direct  road  to  Richmond;  on  the  11th  the  selfrimmolation  of 
the  Merrimac  cleared  the  direct  route  by  water  to  that  city  and 
permitted  the  army  to  have  a  base,  foUotoing  it,  upon  the  James, 
whither,  after  all,  McClellan  was  compelled,  or  deemed  that 
he  was  necessitated,  to  fall  back.  That  McClellan  did  not 
perceive  his  truq  line  of  advance,  was  either  because  he  could 
not  or  would  not  see  things  as  they  were,  and  seemed  to  bo 
persistently  determined  to  base  his  plans  on  things  as  he  would 
or  did  see  them,  and  as  no  one  else  did  or  could  see  them.  His 
continual  over-estimate  of  the  Rebel  force  in  his  front  is  ono 
great  proof  of  this  fact,  among  many  other  attestations. 

A  fair  deduction  from  the  consideration  of  the  Peninsular 
Campaign  from  different  stand-points  is,  that  the  commanding 
general  was  not  up  to  the  time  or  to  his  people.  In  that  people's 
over-estimate  of  men  they  were  alone  false  to  their  superiority 
to  every  other  people  of  the  present  or  past  time. 

The  pronene^s  to  exaggeration  of  which  the  human  mind 
is  susceptible,  is  generally  displayed  in  the  greatest  degree, 
by  the  estimate  put  upon  the  military  ability  or  prowess  of 
an  individual,  or  a  nation,  after  a  great  success  or  a  victory. 
This  was  particularly  so  in  regard  to  the  French  after  their 
Revolutionary  successes.  It  amounted  to  almost  a  supersti- 
tious awe,  which  it  was  deemed  in  vain  to  combat.*     It  was 

•  Djd  Quxnoxt'8  "  OomfeulOM  of  cu^  Qpivm  Baler:*  Boatledge  A  Son'i  SdlUon.  pb  VSL 
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not  until  the  Old  Blitoher  toppled  over  several  of  these 
traditional  heroes  and  traversed  the  plans  of  even  Napoleon, 
wiping  out  his  "  Army  of  the  Bober,"  that  men  began  to  obtain 
again  anything  like  "  level  heads  "  as  to  the  fabulous  French 
invincibility.  So  it  was  likewise  in  the  Thirty  Years'  War  in 
regard  to  the  Old  Corporal  Tilly  and  his  Veteran  Tercioe.  It 
required  a  battle  at  Leipsic,  and  the  still  more  wonderful  passage 
of  the  Lech,  to  dispel  the  illusion,  and  the  Swedes  rose  to  fill 
the  place  relinquished  by  the  beaten  Imperialists  and  Bavarians. 
And  thus,  in  like  manner,  nothing  but  a  Jena  could  have  shaken 
the  faith  of  Europe  in  the  armies  which  Frederic  "  the  Nonpa- 
roBil"  had  evoked  and  embattled.  This  truth  holds  good  more 
particularly  as  to  McClellan,  who  soared  to  greatness  on  a 
fictitious  fame  for  West  Virginia  "  baby  fights,"  in  which  the 
real  hero  Rosecrans,  to  whom  they  were  due,  was  ignored. 
That  the  first  reverse  at  Bull  Run  did  not  depress  our  people 
more  than  it  did,  is  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  calm  equipoise 
'  of  Northefn  courage.  Any  other  people  would  have  been  over- 
awed by  the  victory  attributed  to  Southern  valor,  and,  as  such, 
trumpeted  forth  by  prejudice  as  an  evidence  of  Southern  superi- 
ority. That  the  North  shook  off  the  incubus  sought  to  be 
imposed  upon  it,  demonstrates  that  a  Free  and  Educated  people 
are  insensible  to  the  superstitious  influences  of  the  Old  World, 
even  as  our  American  children  are  insensible  to  the  fear  of 
bogies  and  ghosts  so  terrible  to  the  early  life  of  other  days  and 
lands. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  abundant  indications  in  almost 
everything  he  said,  wrote  or  did,  that  Kearny  was  ahead  of 
his  surroundings  and  alive  to  the  exigencies  of  the  hour.  Take, 
for  instance,  his  conception  of  the  necessity  or  influence  of  a 
distinctive  badge,  the  "Kearny  Cross,"  or,  more  properly 
speaking,  the  Kearny  Patch.  The  Cross  was  an  afterthought 
of  BiRNEY,  whereas  the  original  Patch,  or  Diamond,  from  first 
to  last,  designated  the  Third  Corps,  whether  while  it  remained 
a  unit  or  afterward  became  a  fragment,  since  the  two  divisions 
of  this  corps  were  first  consolidated,  in  1864,  into  one,  which, 
while  still  retaining  the  distinctive  badge  of  the  Third  Corps, 
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became  the  third  Diyision  of  the  Second  Corps,  and,  as  sach, 
continued  np  to  the  end  under  the  command  of  Major-Greneral 

MOTT. 

This  matter  of  the  Kbarnt  Patch  may  seem  to  one  of  little 
consequence,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  estimate  its  moral 
effect.  At  the  battle  of  Bristow  Station,  Wabben  acknowl- 
edges that  numbers  of  stragglers  who  had  been  forced  to  fall 
out  by  reason  of  physical  incapacity  to  keep  up  —  not  moral 
weakness  from  unwillingness  to  **  go  in  " — joined  themselves  to 
his  command,  and  did  their  duty  faithfully.  Estimating  from 
causes  and  effects,  according  to  the  ordinary  rale  of  judgment, 
Warbbk  was  indebted  to  Ebabxt  for  the  assistance  which  he 
received  on  that  occasion  by  those  who  wore  thskipeOch, 

According  to  officers  of  the  Third  Corps  on  the  Peninsula, 
Kearnt,  about  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  directed 
his  officers  to  wear  a  red  patch  or  diamond  as  a  distinguishing 
mark.  As  there  were  no  red  goods  on  hand  for  this  purpose, 
Ebabny  gave  up  his  own  red  blanket  as  material  for  these 
patches.  Soon  after,  the  men,  of  their  own  accord,  cut  pieces 
of  the  red  lining  out  of  their  overcoats  tb  make  similar  distin- 
guishing marks  for  themselves.  Simultaneously  with  the  idea 
of  the  patch  for  the  officers,  Kearnt  adopted  a  plain  red  flag 
to  indicate  his  Division  Headquaiiyers ;  and  soon  afterwards 
Hooker  assumed  a  simple  blue  flag  for  his,  the  second  Divi« 
sion  of  the  Third  Corps.  Although  application  has  been  made 
to  different  parties  who  served  with  or  beside  Kearnt  for  more 
definite  particulars,  none  but  the  following  has  been  received. 
Neither  did  advertisements  inserted  in  the  newspapers  inviting 
cooperation  meet  with  a  more  satisfactory  result.  That  the 
idea  of  the  Patch  or  Corps  Badge  originated  with  General 
Kearnt,  no  one  disputes  or  even  doubts.  The  writer  either 
received  a  letter  from  General  Birnet  to  this  effect,  in  the  Fall 
of  1862,  or  else  some  other  friend  transmitted  to  him  a  news- 
paper slip,  both  of  which  have  either  been  lost,  stolen  or  mis- 
laid. If  spared,  they  lie  amid  a  mass  of  similar  documents 
and  papers  whose  arrangement  was  intrusted  to  an  incompetent 
clerk,  who  made  confusion  worse  confounded. 
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At  all  events,  the  idea  of  a  division  or  corps  badge  vhich 
first  suggested  itself  to  the  practiced  and  practical  mind  of 
Kearny,  although  it  owes  its  simple  introduction  to  him,  its 
after  development  is  equally  due  to  Major-General  Bu^erfield, 
when  he  became  Chief-of-Staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in 
the  Spring  of  1863.  His  plan  was  finally  perfected  and  intro- 
duced by  Major-Qenerul  Hooker  while  in  command  of  that 
glorious  army.*  This  last  distinguished  officer  deserves  far 
more  credit  than  he  has  ever  received  for  many  improvements  of 
the  highest  utility  in  almost  every  branch  of  the  service,  but  par- 
ticularly the  staff,  cavalry  and  artillery.  In  fact,  the  cavalry  may 
be  said  to  owe  to  him  its  first  impulse  in  the  rapid  advance  to  that 
organization  and  efficiency,  which  soon  afterward,  under  that 

*  SdVtor  cf  the  aaHMere  Friend: 

OoBFBBADoaB.— ItbM  beoD  the  aabjeet  ofmadi  Mgoment  and  iDterrogatlon,  when 
were  corps  bftdgee  adopted,  and  by  whom?      •      •      • 

When  General  Hookeb  aosamed  command  of  the  Ajmy  of  the  Potomac,  January  S6th 
1808.  he  ibund  that  lbs  morale  had  never  been  so  bad.  The  army  had  become  despondent* 
throogh  repeated  reverses  and  the  Incapacity  of  Its  leaders.  Upon  assamlng  command, 
General  Hooksb  at  once  addressed  himself  to  the  task  of  elevating  the  character  of  the 
army.  None  knew  It  better  than  he.  AU  through  the  bloody  Peninsula,  from  the  fierce 
and  sanguinary  conflict  at  Williamsburg,  where  his  division  held  the  enemy  at  bay  all 
day,  until  the  voluntary  assistance  of  the  lamented  Kxii&iry  relieved  him ;  at  Fair  Oaks ; 
the  Seven  Days' Battles— those  days  of  bloodshed  and  sacrificfls  —  through  all  the  san- 
guinary campaigns  which  filled  Virginia  with  cemeteries,  aAd  brought  sorrow  and  deso- 
lation to  many  a  fireside.  Truly  did  Qeneral  HooKan  know  the  character  of  that  army, 
and  what  could  be  brought  out  of  that  chaos.  He  had  not  ibught  with  them  In  the  past, 
and  seen  their  elasticity,  fttith  and  bravery,  to  fbi^et  them  now. 

It  Is  conceded  now,  that  General  Hooksb  has  had  too  little  credit  ft>r  the  great  work  he 
accomplished ;  the  many  valuable  refbrmatlons  he  caused;  and,  what  proved  ultimately 
so  valuable,  the  oonsoUdatlon  of  the  cavalry  into  one  corps,  which  rendered  them  an  efll- 
clent  and  valuable  arm  ot  the  service,  which  they  had  never  been  before.  The  grand 
divisions  were  done  away  with,  and  the  army  divided  into  seven  corps.  It  was  at  this 
time  the  corps  badge  was  introduced— a  badge  which  afterward  became  an  emblem  of 
honor,  and  to-day  is  worn  with  pride  and  affection.  General  Hooxxr  saw  the  value 
of  some  such  corps  designation,  and  adopted  it. 

To  the  First  Corps,  he  gave  the  circle:  Second  Corps,  trefbll ;  Third  Corps,  diamond; 
Fifth  Corps,  Maltese  cross:  Sixth  Corps,  Grecian  cross;  Eleventh  Corpe, crescent;  and 
Twelfth  Corps,  stor.— (See  Loeaiire's  "*  CMl  War  «n  America;'  Ui,  20  [1],  note  and  iUustn- 
tlons.)  The  division  was  designated  by  colors — red,  white  and  blue  respectively.  Through 
the  eventiU  flitnre  these  badges  were  to  be  worn,  emblems  of  his  though  tfhlness  and  love. 
Beft>re  the  end  of  the  war,  this  Idea  was  carried  out  through  all  the  army.  General 
KcASjrr,  as  your  correspondent  suggests,  adopted  a  badge  for  his  division— a  red  diamond 
made  out  of  llanneL  General  Hooxsb  permitted  the  division  to  retain  Uils  emblem 
when  the  reorgaDisatloU  took  place.  Many  did  not  find  out  the  value  or  appreciate  the 
badge  until  It  had  been  baptised  under  fire,  and  honors  had  gathered  around  It.  Ohanoel- 
lorsvUle  was  Its  gloijt  ^nd  only  the  crescent  came  out  of  the  conflict  marred  with  dishonor. 

Tottistnily, 

JOHN  N.  OOYNlt, 

BrmfetCUkJiMAna.  Fblf. 
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model  cavalry  officer,  Major-General  Alfred  Pleasontok,  ren- 
dered  it  so  far  superior  to  the  boasted  mounted  troops  of  the 
South  and  finally  a  model  of  the  practical  serviceableness  so 
admirably  brought  to  bear  by  the  able  and  gallant  Sheridak. 

When  this  work  was  nearly  half  completed,  the  writer 
received  a  letter  from  Major  George  H.  Hickman  (who,  as 
Adjutant  of  the  99th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  performed  good 
service  in  Birney's  Brigade,  under  Kearny)  : 

^>  During  the  ^  seven  days'  fight '  before  Richmond,  General 
Kearny  saw  the  necessity  of  having  some  distinction  mark  by 
which  the  officers  and  men  of  his  division  could  be  recognized. 
Consequently,  after  the  arrival  of  the  division  at  Harrison's 
Landing,  General  Kearny  issued  an  order,  July  4th,  1862, 
illustrative  of  his  design.  Officers  were  directed  to  wear  a  red 
patch  in  shape  of  a  diamond  on  the  crown  or  left  side  of  their 
cap,  while  enlisted  men  were  to  wear  theirs  in  front  of  the  cap. 
The  order  was  eagerly  and  readily  complied  with. 

'*  Upon  the  death  of  General  Kearny,  and  Brigadier-General 
David  B.  Birney  assuming  command  of  the  division,  he  issued 
an  order  September  dd,  1862,  announcing,  in  appropriate  terms, 
the  death  of  our  General,  and  directing  the  diamond  red  patch 
still  to  be  worn.  Without  any  official  order,  or  concert  of 
action  on  part  of  officers  or  men,  the  red  patches  were  seen 
draped  in  mourning.  It  was  a  noted  fact,  and  the  subject  of 
remark  in  orders,  that  during  the  retreat  from  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, and  the  several  marches  and  campaigns,  ending  with  that 
of  Fredericksburg,  a  diamond  patch  was  a  rarity  among  the 
stragglers. 

'*  It  is  related  that  Colonel  McKnight,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (No.  9  on  the  roll  of  officers  who 
received  Kearny  badges),  who  was  killed  in  action  at  Chancel- 
lorsville,  on  May  8d,  1868,  and  whose  body  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  being  observed  to  have  on  his  Kearny  medal, 
was,  by  order  of  the  enemy's  officers,  buried  with  due  respect* 

In  this  connection,  the  following  paragraph  clipped  from  a 
paper  and  entitled  ^*  The  Kearny  ^  Red  Patch,' "  seems  perti- 
nent : 
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"  A  correspondent  with  the  Army  of  the  Rappahannock 
learns  from  reliable  authority,  that  whenever  our  men  are  dis- 
covered by  the  rebels,  and  they  are  found  to  have  upon  them 
the  Keabnt  '  Red  Patch,'  if  wounded,  they  are  kindly  cared 
for,  and  if  dead,  they  are  buried  with  all  the  honors  of  war ; 
their  graves  so  marked  as  to  be  readily  recognized,  (Colonel 
McKnight,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  was 
so  buried,  his  body  followed  to  the  grave  with  a  guard  of  honor, 
many  officers  being  present.  A  band  played  a  funeral  dirge, 
wliile  over  his  remains  was  fired  the  usual  salute  due  to  an  offi- 
cer of  his  rank.)" 

"  The  diamond  red  patch  became  very  popular,  and  the  men 
felt  proud  in  wearing  it.  The  contagion  spread  throughout  the 
army,  and  in  January,  1863,  when  Hookbb  took  command,  and 
BuTTEBFiELD  bccamo  his  chief-of-staff,  the  general  system  of 
designating  was  adopted  throughout  the  army. 

"  Our  division  being  the  First  Division  of  the  Third  Corps, 
General  Buttebpield,  in  his  orders,  directed  that  the  color  of 
the  corps  marks  of  the  First  Division  "should  be  red ;  Second 
Division,  white;  Third  Division,  blue.  In  thus  making  the 
selection,  he  allowed  our  division  to  retain  its  color,  and  thus 
made,  jn  that  respect,  all  the  others  subservient  to  it."* 

After  Keabnt  fell  at  Chantilly,  his  successor  and  imitator  in 
the  command  of  his  division  adopted  what  has  been  styled  the 
"  Keabnt  Cross."  Keabnt's  own  **  battle-flag,"  presented  by 
BiBNET,  is  still  preserved  among  the  "  Memorials  of  the  War," 
in  the  collection  of  the  Philadelphia  Loyal  League  Club.  It  is 
folded  in  such  a  manner  that  no  one  can  discover  whether  it 
is  plain  or  bears  any  distinguishing  mark  in  the  centre,  f 

*  "  The  Kearny  patch  was  a  diamond  or  loiense,  and  the  Third  DlTlBion  received  the 
lozenge  In  Bdttkrfikld's  or  Hookxb's  distrlbutton  of  corps  tMklges ;  so  that  KsABirr's 
(then  BiRNSY's)  division  continued  to  wear  throughout  the  war  the  Identical  patch,  shape 
and  color  of  the  originator. 

"  Keabnt,  according  to  the  statement  of  IkUJor  W B ,  was  also  the  flnt  to 

use  a  division  headquarters  flag,  which  bore  the  cross  (red)  that  subsequently  received  his 

name,  which  flag  wan  cherished  by  the  division  commanders  who  succeeded  him,  and 

was  displayed  at  division  headquarters  alongside  of  that  bearing  the  losenge  directed  in 

Hookbr's  orders." 

t  La  Pierre  HotTSE,  Phii.aj>elphia,  July  17, 1M9. 
General  De  Petbtbb  : 

Dear  sir—  **  The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  are  the  custodians  of  the  Kearkt  Battle 

Flag,  placed  there  by  the  oiBoen  of  KEABsrr'a  division.   It  is  made  of  plain  red  bunting, 

47 
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After  McClbllan  bad  fallen  from  his  pride  of  place,  and  bis 
successor,  Bubnsidb,  had  led  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  doim 
to  Fredericksburg  (to  attempt  the  overland  route,  which  was 
one  of  those  suggested  by  Kearny,*  and  actually  followed  by 
Grant),  a  number  of  the  officers  surviving,  representing  the 
regiments  which  had  served  under  Major-Greneral  Philip 
Kkarny,  met  at  the  headquartei-s  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Third  Corps,  in  the  camp  near  Falmouth,  Virginia, 
on  .the  29th  November,  1862.  At  this  meeting  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions were  adopted,  expressive  of  the  admiration  felt  by  those 
present  for  their  deceased  commander.  And  it  was  determined 
to  procure  a  medal  or  badge,  the  famous  Eeabny  Cross,  of 
which  a  representation  is  herein  presented,  and  means  were 
carefully  devised  to  prevent  any  one  from  obtaining  or  wearing 
this  badge  who  was  not  entitled  to  display  it  in  consequence 
of  actual  service  in  battle  under  the  eyes  or  leading  of  the  hero 
whose  motto  was  to  be  emblazoned  thereon.  As  an  evidence 
of  the  care  which  has  attended  their  issue  to  the  proper  parties, 
only  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  officers  had  received  them  up 
to  the  date  when  this  chapter  wis  prepared.  These  names,  a 
roll  of  honor,  have  been  published  in  a  very  neat  pamphlet, 
issued  by  Ball,  Black  &  Co.,  the  sole  manufacturers  of  the 
"  Kearny  Medal." 

In  the  meanwhile,  Major-General  Birney  had  likewise  pro- 
cured, at  his  own  expense,  a  bronze  cross,  f  to  be  worn  by  his 

nearly  square,  seventy  and  a  half  Inches  long  by  fifty-six  and  a  half  Inches  wide,  somewhat 
riddled  by  shot,  and  Is  now  tacked  on  to  a  piece  of  white  muslin  (of  the  same  sice  as  the  flai; 
Itself),  In  order  to  preserve  it  as  much  as  possible  from  ftirtber  destruction.  It  is  without 
device  of  any  kind.  The  fluna  stMed  were  obtained  from  Mr.  Whippuc,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Lea^e." 

•  Ck)mpare  Articles,  "  JBrrors  cf  Ute  Oampaion"  New  York  Times,  Sunday,  19  Oct.,  1862 ; 
*'  Mr.  SwteU  on  the  Frederiekifmrg  BavUe  to  Biannond^"  New  York  Times,  aoth  Dec,  1862 : 
New  York  Times,  1st'  page,  Thursday,  12th  May,  1864;  and  "  Obmrvationt  on  the  MUttary 
OporatUmt  tn  Virginia,  in  1864,"  by  Brig.Gen.  Isbaxl  Voodss,  17.  8.  A.,  N.  Y.  Historical 
Magazine,  May,  1860,  pages  309-813. 

t  Rewabos  vor  Bravb  Mbx. —Brigadier-General  Bibitby,  while  recently  in  Philadel- 
phia, on  a  visit  home,  ordered  a  thousand  crosses  of  honor,  to  present  to  such  of  hla 
command  as  might  distinguish  themselves  by  deeds  of  valor.  The  design  is  that  of  a 
Maltese  Cross,  Inscribed  "  The  Kkabny  Cross,"  appended  to  an  ornament  attaching  it  to 
a  ribbon.  Mr.  Ozx>bob  Bctllock,  of  Philadelphia,  learning  thAt  such  an  order  had  been 
given,  called  upon  the  manuflusturers,  directed  them  to  double  the  amount  of  labor 
expended  upon  the  decorations,  and  assumed  the  expense  of  the  entire  afXUr.  The  obveno 
of  the  decorations  bears  the  names  of  the  battles  in  which  the  soldiers  have  participated. 
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own  division,  previously  that  of  EEABmr,  of  which  a  fac  simile 
has  been  presented  to  the  publishers.  The  obverse,  in  a  scroll, 
bears  the  words  "Kearny  Cross,"  the  reverse,  **Bibney's 
Division." 

In  July,  1863,  the  lamented  Birney  sent  one  to  the  writer,* 
from  which  the  accompanying  representation  was  prepared, 
while  that  of  the  Kearny  medal,  badge  or  cross,  for  officers, 
was  photographed  from  that  worn  by  Kearny's  cousin  and 
volunteer  aid-de-cam'p  on  the  Peninsula. 

Few  simple  practical  ideas  have  ever  been  productive  of  so 
much  effective  good  as  the  Kearny  Patch.  Its  introduction 
developed  an  amount  of  emulation  which  was  productive  of  the 
most  glof ious  results.  Nor  was  Birney'b  liberality  less  remu- 
nerative in  its  incentive  to  discipline  and  valor.  Those  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  be  entitled  to  the  more  beautiful  and 
costly  Kearny  medal,  display  them  with  a  pride  which  is  suffi- 
cient testimony  of  the  love  and  veneration  entertained  for  the 
brave  and  able  soldier,  in  whose  memory  they  were  adopted 
and  are  worn. 

Five  men  feU  while  bearing  the  brigade  flag,  bat  Ave  others  sprang  Into  their  places,  and 
kept  it  waving  daring  the  oontlnaance  of  the  memorable  flght  at  Fredericksbarg.  Tbe 
Color  Sergeant  (Brigade  Orderly  ? )  had  three  horses  shot  down  under  him.  It  is  sach 
men  as  these  that  General  Bibnsy  desires  to  reward.  Five  handred  crosses  will  bo  dis- 
tributed, throagh  Mr.  Buuxxnc,  fbrthwith ;  the  other  five  handred  wiU  be  reserved  fbr 
future  disposal.— JTeictjxiiTer  slip  tent  to  the  author  ^no  ncoHCt place  or  date. 

*  Camp  near  Warbsmtov,  Virgikia,  Jaly  28, 186a. 
Jlfj/  decor  Oeneral: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  kind  flivor,  enclosing  the  additional  photographs  of  the  General 
(Kbarmt)  anl  also  of  Frbdbric  thjd  Orrat.  I  am  very  much  obliged,  as  I  appreciate 
such  beaatifhl  specimens  of  art  The  Krarnt  likeness  is  admirable  and  his  seat  is  per- 
fectly glTen.  (The  wood  cat  on  the  TrritS  Paor  is  taken  Item  this  photograph,  by  Our- 
Ksr.  flrom  the  grand  eqnestriau  portrait  by  BoIiLRS,  In  the  possession  of  the  anthor.) 

I  send  yoa  the  Medal,  a  very  simple  aflUr ;  bat  In  giving  a  thoosand  at  my  own  expense 
I  bad  to  be  governed  by  economical  views,  to  a  certain  extent.  However,  I  trost  that  it 
will  please  yon  and  his  Ihmlly. 

Our  old  Division  is  sadly  thinned  out;  3,400  men  for  duty,  althongh  some  ten  regiments 
have  been  added  since  Krarny's  death.  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg 
sent  thonsands  of  my  gallant  fallows  to  another  world.  I  lost  in  those  three  battles,  killed 
and  wounded,  over  5,200 — and  the  men  never  flinched.  They  are  rery  proud  of  Kkarnt, 
and  you  would  be  satisfied  with  their  enthusiasm.  I  must  oonfeas,  too,  participating  ftilly 
in  their  itellngs.      •      •      •      • 

Yours  truly, 
CSlgned)  X>.  B.  BIBNET,  Jfftfor-OeneraL 

General  dxPstbtbr. 


I 


CHAPTER    XXVII. 

HARRISON'S  LANDING. 

CHAFING   ON   THE   BIT. 

"  Harrlaon'8  Bar  (Landing)  ia  simply  a  long  wharf,  extending  Into  th«  river,  close  by  tho 
Ihmoua  mansion  where  William  Hrxby  Habrison,  a  President  of  the  United  Stalos, 
was  born."  -^  "  Oatnpaiffns  of  a  Nrm-combatanl,*'  200. 

This  one's  (Majssxna's)  ^eroism  saved  the  retreating  army  (French)  firom  destractlon 
(after  Aspern,  1800).    "  He,  himself  (Napoleon),  made  haste  to  get  away  flrom  the  Lobau, 
*ln  a  fisherman's  skiff,  over  to  the  Castle  of  Kalserebersdorf,  where  he  sank  into  a  slum- 
ber of  thirty-three  hours,  which  resembled  the  sleep  of  death."  — Scsucrb's  "SfticAcr,** 

11,306^ 

"  The  campaign  was  ended ;  the  Spaniards  (pursuers)  saw  all  their  plans  baffled,  and.  in 
spite  of  tremendous  losses,  had  accomplished  nothing  except  to  exhaust  their  own 
strength."— Schmalz'8  "  Schaumburg  Lippc"  83. 

"  What  are  we  to  do  next? "  "  Hunt  red-legged  partridges,  I  suppose."  (WELx«i:MaTOK'a 
remark  after  the  Convention  of  Cintra,  1806.)  —  GLKia's  "  WelUngton^*^  7a 

*'  He  (Achillas)  doth  rely  on  none; 
But  carries  on  the  stream  of  his  dispose, 
Without  observance  or  respect  of  any, 
*  ■     In  will  peculiar"  — 

Shakxspbabx's  "  TttMiU  and  Oretaida,  n.  111. 

His  "  words  were  half  battles."  They  have  "  the  true  ring  in  them."— Oijks'  "  Ben64  qT 
JVonoc" 

"  Arouse  ye,  my  comrades,  to  horse  I 
To  horse ! 
To  the  field  and  to  Areedom  we  ride ! 
For  there  a  man  feels  the  pride  of  his  force, 
And  there  is  the  heart  of  him  tried ! " 

SCHILIJEB'8  "  WaUerutoWi  LaocrJ^ 

I    If  ever  the  striking  truth  embodied  in  Byron's  lines  was  ev^r 
realized  in  a  human  being,  that  — 

"  Quiet  to  quick  bosoms  is  a  hell/' 

it  was  so  in  the  case  of  General  Kearny,  Never  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  checkered  career  can  it  be  said  that  he  enjoyed 
tranquillity  of  mind.  It  was  as  impossible  for  him  to  be  physi- 
cally quiet  as  it  is  for  the  ocean  to  cease  to  heave,  or  to  be 
mgi tally  at  rest  as  it  is  for  the  air  to  pause  in  its  circulation, 
k  His  was  a  nature  which  was  ever  acting  upon  others  and  react- 
ing upon  itself.  His  thirst  for  excitement  was  no  sooner  grati- 
fied than  he  was  possessed  with  a  hunger  for  some  other  form  of 
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activity  to  work  off  the  tremendous  stimulus  which  rendered, 
him  so  nervous  that  it  became  an  utter  impossibility  to  enjoy 
anything  like  repose  of  mind  or  body.  Then  it  was  that  he 
would  throw  himself  into  the  saddle  and  ride,  like  the  Wild 
Huntsman,  clearing  the  turnpike  gates  or  highest  fences,  like 
Dick  Turpin,  to  the  outrageous  disgust  of  bilked  toll-takers  or 
furious  farmers,  indignant  at  the  trespass.  With  him  it  was  a 
word  and  a  blow.  Only,  as  the  old  family  nurse  used  to  say, 
the  blow  generally  came  first.  ^Indeed,  it  was  under  such 
accesses  he  would  seize  his  pen  and  dash  off  those  caustic  let- 
ters which  often  grieved  his  friends  as  much  as  they  irritated 
the  objects  of  his  sarcasm,  striking  off  word  or  pen-pictures, 
which  embodied  startling  truths  while  they  were  invested  with* 
an  exaggeration  of  bitterness  which  was  the  offspring  of  the 
same  wild  genius  that  characterized  Gustaye  Dor£s'  greatest 
work,  his  illustrations  of  the  career  of  the  "  Wandering  Jew." 
Nevertheless,  with  all  this,  Keabny  felt  a  perfect  adoration  for 
the  beauties  of  nature,  and  even  while  chafing  under  the  inaction 
of  Harrison's  Landing,  with  our  forces  "  boxed  up  like  herrings,"  • 
his  letters  demonstrate  that  he  was  susceptible  to  the  charms 
of  the  surrounding  scenery,  and  in  his  communications  to  rela- 
tives and  friends  at  home  his  enthusiastic  love  of  the  beautiful 
found  its  expression  in  that  talent  which  he  so  eminently  pos- 
sessed of  writing  descriptions  of  what  he  saw,  almost  as  vivid 
as  pictures  which  present  the  object  to  the  eye.  His  health 
suffered  greatly  at  this  time,  and  he  never  seemed  to  enjoy 
perfect  health  except  in  the  saddle,  and,  in  the  saddle,  every 
ride  that  he  took  through  the  camps  was  a  perfect  ovation,  such 
an  ovation  as  that  which  proved  to  be  the  military  symphony 
that  preceded  the  last  scene  of  his  glorious  military  drama. 
So  constantly  did  these  occur  that  he  was  compelled,  in  orders, 
to  endeavor  to  restrain  these  testimonials  of  admiration  and 
affection,  the  cheers  and  hurrahs  with  which  th6  soldiers  greeted 
the  "  Fighting  General "  of  the  army  whenever  he  appeared.* 

I  --      .-■     ■■  I  .11  !■>      , 

•HEADQUARTERS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  THIRD  CORPS,! 

Caicp  NXA&  Haabibon's  LANDING,  July  7,  1802.  /  > 

General  Orden^  Nb.  27.  —  Brave  comrades :  Ab  one  of  your  Generals  who  has  shared  In     - 

your  perils,  so  I  sympathize  In  your  cheers  ibr  victory  when  I  pass.   The  name  of  this     • 

Division  Is  marked.  Southern  records  are  fbll  of  you.   In  attack,  you  have  driven  them ; 


374  BIOGBAFHY  OF  XAJOE^iBNSRAL  PHILIP  EEABHT. 

Dismounted,  Ms  complaints  returned  upon  him  with  increased 
weight,  almost  as  soon  as  his  feet  quitted  the  stirrups,  and  with 
them  a  depression  of  spirits,  augmented  by  inaction.  Then  it 
was  that  the  **  Fighting  Phil.  Kkakxy,"  the  "  indomitable," 
the  "  ubiquitous,"  the  "  heroic,"  became  the  prey  of  feelings 
engendered  by  his  personal  disappointments ;  by  the  unsuccess- 
ful consequences  of  such  a  fearful  waste  of  life  and  of  resuUless 
battles ;  by  the  utter  failure  in  his  commanding  general ;  by 
the  apparent  want  of  appreciation  of  himself;  and  by  what  he 
thought  himself  compelled  to  believe,  a  semi-treasonable  politi- 
cal creed;  by  a  haughty  disgust  of  the  **  small  men  of  small 
motives,"  who  managed  this  great  war.  He  was  bitterly  cha- 
grined at  their  incompetency  to  discriminate  between  capable 
and  incapiable  men.  This  last  misapprehension  led  him  to  think 
seriously  that  he  should  no  longer  consent  to  be  their  puppet. 
Above  all  this,  however,  an  acute  grief  was  gnawing  at  his 
heart,  on  account  of  the  losses  and  almost  ruin  of  his  pet  Jer- 
sey Brigade,  the  first  from  that  State,  which  he  had  made, 
whose  career  of  glory,  infructuous,  though  so  fearfully  Uoody, 
he  had  watched  with  the  same  anxiety  that  a  parent  accords  to 
a  son  whom  he  has  educated  himself,  and  sent  forth  to  prove 
to  the  world  the  stuff  which  is  in  him,  d^eloped  by  the  careful 
training  of  the  best  of  masters. 

Nor  would  this  work  be  complete  did  it  fail  to  present  some 
portions  of  Gleneral  KEARinr's  correspondence,  which  are  dated 


when  aauJIed,  yoa  have  repulsed  ttiem.   Be  It  so  to  the  end.   27ew  reglmwits,  we  gfve  jom 
a  name ;  engraft  on  it  flresh  laurels. 

Comrades  in  battle,  let  our  greetlag  be  a  cry  of  defiance  to  the  ft>e;  after  the  fight,  one 
greeting  of  victory  for  oarselves.  This  done,  remember  that,  like  yourselves,  I  have  mj 
duties  qf  labor  In  which  I  must  move  unobserved,  as  &  true  brother  in  hand  and  heart  of 
this,  our  Warrlor-Dlvislon-Famlly.   Success  attend  you. 

By  command  of  Brig.^3eneral  Ksabnt,  commanding  Third  Division. 

(Signed)  AUESL  MOORB,  A.  A.  A,  G. 

HSADQUABTERS  THIRD  DIVISIOK,> 
Thibd  Abmy  Oo&ps,  July  7, 1862.       / 

'  Orden  JTo.  97.  —  The  Brigadlem?eneral  commanding  Division  takes  great  pleasure  inftthft 

kind  recepMons  given  him  whenever  he  presents  himself  aqaong  the  m^n  of  his  command, 

but  prefers,  In  ordinary  times,  to  be  allowed  to  pass  quietly  and  unobserved.   Immediatoly 

alter  a  battle,  he  has  no  objection  to  a  few  hearty  cheers. 

'  Oommanders  of  regiments  will  please  inform  the  men  ef  tl^  General's  requests 

(Signed)  iuLEX.  MOORE,  A.  A.  A.  O, 

Howmanygenm^athaoehaAtoreqtieAthar  menv  LA  veraelom  hl^- 

torUxm  antwoTm 
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at  Harrison's  Landing.  These  letters,  better  than  any  other 
medium,  will  make  the  reader  acquainted  with  the  military 
character  of  the  individual  who  dashed  them  off.  Several 
are  due  to  the  preserving  interest  of  Cortlandt  Parkbr,  Esq., 
to  whom  all  who  honor  Kearnt  must  feel  grateful,  for  the  care 
he  has  evinced  in  collecting  so  many  valuable  records  of  the 
best  soldier  of  the  period. 

"  It  will  be  more  interesting,  and  more  in  accordance  with 
our  present  purpose,  to  resume  again  the  correspondence  of 
General  Kbarny,  and  thence  derive  our  acquaintance  with  his 
military  character.  A  letter  of  anxious  inquiry  has  been  written 
to  him  respecting  the  fate  of  Major  Ryerson,*  of  Sussex, 
reported  at  first  to  have  fallen.  Under  date  of  the  lOth  of 
July,  from  Harrison's  Landing,  he  writes  as  follow:  'Your 
request  as  to  Major  Ryerson's  effects  shall  be  attended  to ;  but 
I  am  glad  to  have  it  from  reliable  sources  that  he  is  a  prisoner, 
and  not  dangerously  though  badly  wounded.  The  siege  of 
Richmond  was  ra^ed,  and  here  we  are  drifting  down  the  stream. 
How  curious  all  this  verification  of  prognostications  I  so  cor- 
rectly read,  and  yet  feared  to  translate ;  so  strangely  correct 
have  been  my  instincts  in  this  w^  as  in  previous  ones.  In 
Italy,  in  1 859,  it  was  the  same  thing,  and  made  my  betters  some- 
tuste^  wonder ;  but  this  war  is  plain  to  those  who,  with  expe- 
rience, will  take  pains  to  lojSk  danger  in  the  face,  to  leave  little 
to  mei6  hPSfy-and  remember  that  a  Southern  army  can  not 
afford  to  be  idle.  Our  coming  ^here  h^  been  a  most  cowardly 
and  unwise  alternative.  The  battles  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Chickahominy  were  mismanaged.  I  had  been  over  there  several 
days  before,  and  observed  to  all  around  how  we  would  be 
strategically  f  and  tactically  whipped ;  attacked  from  an  inland 


•  Afterward  kUled  at  the  "  WUdernen." 

t  *'  In  the  ooarBo  of  the  seTenteenth  centdry,  and  antfl  near  the  doee  of  It  (second  and 
third  decade),  the  prlncIpleS'Of  offensive  war  had  not  been  settled  into  that  code  which 
we  now  call  Stratsoy  (the  word  Itself  is  not  In  JohK80K*b  USeUonary).  War  was  the  mere 
trial  of  strength  between  indlvldnal  warriors  until  the  time  of  the  Barona.  when  it  ad- 
vanced ln|o  beoominff  a  struggle  of  bodies  of  men,  either  behind  8V>De  wails  or  some 
Inaccessible  natural  deftnces.  TInb  object  sought  to  be  obtained  by  leaders  of  armies  was 
Just  the  mastery  for  the  moment,  without  much  combination  or  any  previously  considered 
plans,  which  form  the  sMence  of  a  campaign."-^ General  Cust's  "  JAvet  qf  the  Warrion^** 
1611-107S,voLiL,tfS. 
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point  not  provided  against,  and  be  thrown  down-hill,  and  then 
have  to  work  up  again,  and  be  thus  crippled  and  destroyed. 
It  occurred  so  precisely.  Then  comes  the  fearful  error  of 
McClellan's  want  of  nerve.  Instead  ofinstanter  reducing  his 
line  of  defense  to  a  certain  intrenched  tite-de-pont  on  the  right 
bank,  merely  covering  Bottom's  Bridge  and  the  Railroad  bridge, 
and  beyond  which  he  never  should  have  made  a  serious  advance 
short  of  adopting  an  attack  and  rushing  into  Richmond  by  that 
side  —  a  t€t&-de-pont  faWj  fortified  and  strong ;  and  crossing  the 
night  of  the  first,  or  certainly  the  second  batJLle,  when  he  could 
no  longer  have  been  deceived,  all  his  troops^  except  the  10,000 
men  requisite  for  the  tU&de-porU^  to  the  left  bank,  there  to  defy 
and  give  a  general  battle  —  and  the  ground  was  admirable  for 
us ;  then,  in  case  of  victory,  recrossing  and  rushing  into  Rich- 
mond ;  in  case  of  defeat,  retiring,  as  other  beaten  armies  do, 
back  along  his  line  of  communications,  to  his  basis  of  opera- 
tions, be  it  to  White  House,  be  it  to  Williamsburg,  be  it  to 
Yorktown ;  thus  always  firm,  always  secure,  always  covering 
his  own  supply,  always  embarrassing  his  enemy  by  drawing 
them  on  when  they  have  no  transportation  to  follow,  when  they 
dare  not  leave  Richmond  too  far.  Instead  of  all  this,  as  simple 
as  the  pursuit  of  the  panic-stricken  army  running  from  Manassas, 
he  loses  head  and  heart,  throws  himself  back  on  the  shipping, 
and  gulls  the  silly  public  with  a  hard  name,  namely,  that  he  had 
changed  his  base  of  operations.  This  is  false,  and.  by  this  time 
he  knows  it.  We  have  no  basis  whatever  to  act  on.  As  to 
ascending  the  James,  when,  after  the  successful  fight  at  Malveru 
Hill,  he  yielded  the  strongest  battle-field  that  we  have  yet  had, 
he  gave  to  the  enemy  a  fearfully  strong  position  which  debars 
our  future  advance.  As  to  crossing  the  James  river,  that  is  out 
of  the  question.  It  would  result  in  nothing,  but  only  the  more 
endanger  Washington.  And  now  I  distinctly  assure  you  that 
there  are  ninety-nine  chance^  in  a  hundred  of  Washington's 
being  taken  in  less  than  fifteen  days.  But  the  falsity  of  the 
James  river  being  a  base  of  operations  is  this,  that  it  is  quietly 
known  that,  if  there  were  full  peace,  the  James  river  has  been  so 
effectively  obstructed  that  it  could  not  be  cleared  under  many 
weeks;  besides,  gunboats  are  overrated.     The  enemy  fought 
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very  cowardly  in  the  West,  hence  their  success.  In  this  region 
the  rebels  face  full  batteries  on  the  open  ground,  hurling  grape 
at  them,  and  come  up  to  the  muzzles  of  the  guns.  This  was 
the  case  on  the  30th  ult.,  on  the  New-Market  road,  where 
nothing  but  my  so-called  personal  rashness  in  heading  the 
Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  and  a  part  of  the  Thirty-seventh  New 
York,  in  leading  them  to  the  charge,  saved  my  pieces.  To  me 
the  most  cruel  thing  of  this  war  is  the  unhandsome  attempt  of 
crushing  my  military  mastery  of  my  profession  under  the 
decrying  epithets  of  rashness.*  My  best  results  of  head  would 
often  fail  but  for  the  stimulus  of  my  lead.  No ;  very  far  from 
having  a  base  to  act  on,  General  MoClbllan  has  boxed  us. 
You  will  soon  hear  of  the  James  river  b?ing  rendered  impass- 
able for  our  supplies,  and  then,  like  drowned  rats,  we  must  soon 
come  out  of  our  holes.  But  it  will  be  done  with  more  awful 
sacrifices  of  useless  because  avoidable  battles.  We  are  fortify- 
ing here  again,  unnecessarily  so.  It  breaks  the  hearts  of  the 
soldiers,  gives  them  the  idea  that  they  can  not  win  fields,  and 
yet,  in  a  few  days,  sooner  or  later,  we  will  have  to  burst  through 
the  network  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  around  us,  and,  if  we 
do  not  look  out  for  Washington,  that  city  will  go.  They 
will  crush  Pope,  by  leaving  McClellan  in  ignorance  of  their 
departure,  then  for  a  foreign  alliance,  and  good-night  to  the 
North.  Even  now  McClellan's  defeat  will  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce this.  His  'change  of  base'  may  cheat  the  American 
newspapers  and  fool  the  American  people ;  but  the  ignominious 
reti'eat,  the  abandonment  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  the  aban- 
donment of  stores,  and  loss  of  strategical  supremacy  can  not 
be  concealed  from  the  military  eyes  of  France,  England,  nor 
elsewhere.    So  much  for  McClellan  and  the  politicians. 

"  *  P.  S.  —  One  curious  fact :  knowing  the  case  of  carrying  off 
my  sick  and  wounded  from  Fair  Oaks  (I  sent  them  off  early),  I 
was  ordered  to  unload  them  and  abandon  them ;  but  I  did  not, 


^  Lord  Napikb,  of  Magdalft,  nid  In  one  of  hts  recent  speechoB  In  London  that  the  *'  wajr 
to  defeat  an  Asiatic  enemy  to  by  going  straight  to  their  heads  on  isvery  occasion."  The 
hero  of  Abyssinia  was  loudly  cheered  at  this  remark;  but  we  suspect  it  conlakM  Ihe  fimt 

prineipU  <tf  guecet^fSa  war  evervwhtre,  —  Gapt.  P (one  of  the  finest  military  writers  in 

this  country,  during  the  years  18(0-*5  military  Editor  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal).  -> 
V.  T.Tbnct, 

48 
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and  carried  them  off,  but,  although  I  had  twenty  empty  wagons, 
was  prevented  taking  off  those  of  another  hospitaL  Forta* 
nately,  they,  too,  principally  got  clear.' 

"  I  will  not  apologize,"  is  the  remark  of  Cobtlandt  Parker, 
in  his  sketch  of  Philip  Kearny,  Soldier  and  Patriot,  **  for 
extracting  this  long  letter.  There  is  much  in  it  to  exhibit  the 
peculiarities  of  General  Kearny's  character.  Next  to  his  sense 
of  the  disgrace  inflicted  upon  the  army  at  large,  and  the  country, 
by  the  retreat  which  he  so  severely  denounced,  was  his  grief  a( 
the  losses  and  almost  ruin  of  his  pet  Jei*sey  Brigade,  upon 
whose  fate  he  ever  looked  with  parental  anxiety.  *'  I  am  sick- 
ened,' he  writes  in  a  letter  of  July  24th,  *  by  the  falseness  of 
the  times,  and  the  gratuitous  sacrifice  of  the  Jersey  Brigade,  is 
enough  to  make  me  so.  Why  did  not  their  division  general  go 
to  command  in  person  ?  It  was  his  own  part  of  the  diWsion 
(  *  *  ).  It  was  half  of  his  own  provisional  corps,  and 
surely  why  not  place  it  in  the  fight,  even  if  he  did  no  more  ? 
There  is  some  awful  secret  history  to  this  *  *  division  at 
Friday's  fight.  You  will  learn  it  in  the  end ;  the  battle  which 
had  been  won,  was  lost  by  imbecility.'  July  3 1st,  he  writes: 
'  Major  Ryerson  is  home  to  tell  his  own  story,  and  more  have 
escaped  than  we  counted  on.  I  am  much  affected  by  two  cir- 
cumstances, the  loss  of  the  colors  of  the  Second  regiment,  and 
the  surrender  of  the  Fourth,  with  scarcely  a  man  hurt,  all  of 
which  ouly  proves  the  want  of  confidence  incident  on  a  want 
of  military  management  on  the  part  of  the  noblest  troops  on 
the  earth,  my  old  brigade,  in  that  disastrous  battle  of  the  27th 
of  June,  on  the  Ohickahominy.  Greneral  Taylor  tells  a  sad 
story  of  it;  the  brave  Hbxambr,  of  the  battery  even  worse; 
and  yet  McClellan  screens  Porter,  and  Congress  brevets 
him.  As  to  their  commanding  general,  I  cannot  understand 
how  a  general  like  him,  with  his  legitimate  division,  one  half 
of  his  command  committed  to  fight  under  his  own  eye,  in  his 
very  presence,  and  that  he  should  have  never  taken  charge  of 
their  welfare.  At  Williamsburg,  I  engaged  the  enemy  with 
but  five  regiments,  and  at  Fair  Oaks  with  but  one  brigade,  and 
yet  this  is  set  down  as  rashness  of  my  own  person.  I  dislike 
to  think  of  this,  the  noblest  brigade  in  the  army,  frittered  to 
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shreds  in  a  moment.  How  truly  and  honestly  would  I  have 
served  under  Greneral  Cook,  had  Jersey  but  united  her  soldiers 
for  us. 

"  *  Our  great  anniversary  is  hardly  past,  recalling  most  pain- 
fully the  uprising  of  the  North  at  this  epoch  last  year,  till  then 
much  treachery,  but  not  a  reverse  of  arms.  How  vividly  do  I 
recall,  in  an  oration  I  heard  that  day,  the  truthful  tribute  to 
General  Scott,  as  the  only  man  who  could  have  impressed  with 
certain  victory  the  mass  of  his  countrymen,  who,  had  he  been 
left  in  general  control,  would  have  mesmerized  us  with  his  own 
unrivaled  conviction  of  success.  But  where  are  we  now? 
Whither  has  gone  the  dignity  of  the  finest  army  ever  raised  in 
the  hemisphere,  if  I  may  not  say  the  world  ?  All  disappeared, 
as  if  wilted  by  the  touch  of  some  evil  genius's  wand.  An  army 
victorious  in  retreat,  even  brilliantly  so  in  the  advance,  and 
even  in  the  false  position  into  which  it  had  been  exposed,  more 
lavish  of  blood  than  aught  history  presents  on  record ;  and  yet 
all  this  timorously  placed  in  a  ctd-de^cic  of  which  the  enemy 
holds  the  strings. 

"I  am  glad,"  he  proceeds,  **  to  hear  you  boldly  mention  the 
principle  of  drafts.  Believe'  me,  without  it,  not  only  is  the 
Union  imperiled,  but  I  will  not  answer  for  the  existence  of  the 
Korth.  The  Southerners  have  long  years  proclaimed  that  they 
could  of  all  people  the  best  sustain  a  war.  Is  the  North  to 
shut  her  eyes  to  the  past,  and  forget  Sparta  and  the  Helots,  a 
fighting  {aristocracy,  and  the  cultivator  a  slave?  The  slothful- 
ness  of  the  North,  the  schisms  of  its  politicians,  the  trifling  of 
all  —  in  fine,  this  crisis,  dictated  by  small  men  of  small  motives, 
has  developed  in  the  South  confidence,  and  increased  venom 
and  the  activity  of  hopefulness,  even  more  than  the  spasmodic 
action  of  despair.  They  have  boldly  launched  into  the  experi- 
ment which  Washington  dared  not,  even  for  our  sacred  Revo- 
lution ;  and  they  have  invented  th6  conscription,  in  which  they 
have  succeeded  by  terrorism,  or  as  likely  because,  from  our 
temporizing,  the  South  is  united  to  a  man ;  and  thus  from  being 
weak,  comparatively,  in  population,  it  is  they  who  outnumber 
us  at  present,  and  will  do  so  the  more  each  succeeding  day. 
Do  not  be  deceived  by  big  words;  w^  have  been  blinded  by 
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them  too  long.  Do  not  believe  that  you  can  starve  them  bj 
intercepting  railroads.  In  the  first  place,  the  position  of  any 
railroad  argues  an  unlimited  concentration  against  the  assailant, 
a  speedy  return  to  another  quarter.  But  that  apart,  do  not  let 
us  fancy  that  if,  for  thirty  years,  all  Germany  was  overrun  by 
armies,  living  as  they  went;  if  that  same  country  was  more 
recently  the  theatre  of  war  for  twenty  years  of  the  vast  forces 
of  Napoleonic  times,  and  with  armies  that  moved  with  hardly  a 
provision  train,  there  is  any  starving  an  army  in  the  heart  of 
Virginia,  where,  cut  what  roads  you  may,  you  still  have  mani- 
fold branches  near  at  hand.  Besides,  look  out !  the  war  will  be 
carried  into  Egypt,  and  our  own  purse-strings  will  be  unfastened 
with  a  vengeance. 

^'  Why  we  hesitate,  I  cannot  imagine.  It  is  fearful  infatua- 
tion to  wait  The  people  are  ripe  for  it,  as  you  remark.  Of 
course  they  are.  First,  they  are  earnest  as  patriots ;  and  next, 
they  have  an  instinct  of  the  storm  brewing  in  the  horizon. 
Why  the  enemy  leave  us  as  long  alone  really  embarrasses  me ; 
not  but  that  it  is  very  certain  that  their  tremendous,  unparal- 
leled daring  in  facing  our  artillery  has  been  attended  with  un- 
paralleled loss.  Though  successful  on  the  Chickahominy  against 
PoRTEB ;  unsuccessful  on  the  30th  of  June,  on  the  New-Market 
road ;  by  the  spirited  advance  of  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania 
and  half  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York,  which  I  led  up  against 
ten  times  our  number,  who,  unchecked  by  the  ceaseless  discharge 
of  six  pieces  firing  grape,  nearly  reached  the  muzzles  as  soon  as 
ourselves;  again  unsuccessfal  at  Malvern  Heights,  firom  its 
amphitheatre  shape,  permitting  a  concentration  of  our  over- 
numerous  artillery  (the  only  battle  where  it  has  come  well  into 
play),  the  result  of  all  which  was,  for  the  moment,  that  they 
could  no  longer  force  their  men  to  an  immediate  repetition.  I 
myself  think  that  they  can  never  repeat  it,  for  it  is  unusual  in 
war ;  it  is  against  the  axioms  of  Napoleon  as  to  the  capabilities 
of  human  courage.  Still,  their  losses,  though  surpassing  ours, 
are  more  than  made  good." 

The  same  letter  contains  General  Keabnt's  views  on  a  ques- 
tion then  much  mooted  —  the  employment  of  negroes  in  aid  of 
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the  XJiiion  cause.*  He  says :  "  But  besides  drafting,  it  is  time 
for  us  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  their  extraneous  engines  of  war. 
There  is  no  more  Southern  man  at  heart  than  myself.  I  am  so 
from  education,  association,  and  from  being  a  purely  unpreju- 
diced lover  of  the  Union.  But  this  is  now  no  longer  time  for 
hesitation.  As  the  blacks  arc  the  rural  military  force  of  the 
South,  so  should  they  indiscriminately  be  received,  if  not  seized 
and  sent  off.  I  would  not  arm  them,  but  I  would  use  them  to 
spare  our  whites,  needed  with  their  colors;  needed  to  drill, 
that  first  source  of  discipline  —  that  first  utility  in  battle.  But 
in  furtherance  of  this,  instead  of  the  usual  twenty  pioneers  per 
regiment,  I  would  select  fifty  stalwart  blacks ;  give  them  the 
ax,  the  pick  and  the  spade.  But  give  them  high  military 
organization.  We  want  bands  —  give  twenty  blacks  —  again 
military  organization.  So,  too,  cooks  for  the  companies,  team- 
sters —  even  artillery  drivers.  Do  not  stop  there  -^  and  always 
without  arms — organize  engineer  regiments  of  blacks  for  the 
fortifications,  pontoon  regiments  of  blacks,  black  hospital  corps 
of  nurses.  Put  this  in  practice,  and  the  day  that,  from  European 
interference,  we  have  to  look  bitterness  nearly  in  the  face,  thefi^ 
and  not  till  then,  awaken  to  the  conviction  that  you  have  an 
army  of  over  fifty  thousand  highly  disciplined  soldiery  —  su- 
perior to  double  the  number  of  our  ordinary  run  of  badly  dis- 
ciplined, badly  officered,  unreliable  regiments  now  intrusted 
with  the  fortunes  of  the  North.  I  would  seek  French  officers 
for  them,  from  their  peculiar  gift  over  *  natives.'  In  their  own 
service  they  easily  beat  the  Arabs  —  and  then  officer  them  and 


*  ExPLOTiNG  THE  CoNTBABANDS.  -  Brig.-General  BraNXT  lately  wrote  to  MiO --General 
KzABNT  for  instractions  as  to  the  employment  of  blacks.    The  following  ie  General 

Ejbabnt^s  reply : 

HEADQUAKTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  THIRD  CORPS,) 
Camp  kkab  Habribom's  Landing,  August  6,  1862.       / 

General— Tour  communication  of  this  date  relative  to  oontrabanda  to  received.   The 

&k>nthemera  employ  blacks  as  a  military  unarmed  element,  viz. :  rundtots.    I  am  of  opinion 

that  we  should  employ  them,  unarmed,  in  like  manner,  for  any  thing  in  which  they  can 

render  service,  and  thus  enable  the  whites  to  carry  the  musket.    Therefore,  I  ftilly  advise 

their  being  employed  as  teamsters, 'pioneers  (unarmed),  and  as  coolcs  in  the  regiments. 

Lieut.  Col.  iNGAixs  will  ftimiah  them.  ^        ^^  „ 

BespectfliUy, 
(Signed)  P.  KEARNT. 

To  Brlg.-Oeneral  Btbnby. 

In  accordance  with  these  Ihstmctlons,  It  Is  understood  that  Gen.  Bibnbt  has  ordered 
each  regiment  in  his  command,  to  obtain  twenty  cooks,  ten  teamsters  and  twenty 
pioneers,  mairing  three  hondred  conti^ibandB  employed  in  the  brigade. 
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surpass  their  own  troops  in  desperate  valor.  Also,  I  should 
advise  some  Jamaica  sergeants  of  the  black  regiments.  As  for 
the  women,  employ  them  in  hospitals,  and  in  making  cartridges, 
etc.  I  know  the  Southern  character  intimately.  It  is  not  truly 
brave.  It  is  at  times  desperate,  invincible  if  successful  —  most 
dispirited  if  the  reverse  —  is  intimidated  at  a  distant  idea,  which 
they  would  encounter,  if  suddenly  brought  to  them,  face  to  face. 
This  idea  of  black  adjuncts  to  the  military  awakens  nothing 
inhuman.  It  but  prevents  the  slave,  run  away  or  abandoned  to 
us,  from  becoming  a  moneyed  pressure  upon  us.  It  eventually 
would  prepare  them  for  freedom ;  for  surely  we  do  not  intend  to 
give  them  to  their  rebel  masters.  In  fine,  why  have  we  even 
now  many  old  soldiers  on  the  frontier  garrisons  ?  Send  there 
a  black  regiment  on  trial  —  not  at  once,  but  gradually  —  by  the 
process  I  named  above.  Do  this,  and  besides  acquiring  a  strong 
provisional  army,  you  magnify  your  present  one  by  over  fifty 
thousand  men."* 

Again,  on  the  1 7th  of  July,  he  addressed  his  tried  friend,  O. 
S.  Halstkad,  Jr.,  of  New  Jereey,  better  known,  in  the  political 
world,  as  *'  Pet  Halstbad."  *'  Is  it  not  strange,  here  is  an 
army  nearly  strong  enough  to  go  to  Richmond.  It  was  quite  so 
when  it  arrived,  but  has  lost  the  half  of  its  numbers  by  sickness 
and  imbecile  administration  of  a  commonplace,  unmilitary  * 
*  *  a  weak-kneed  General ;  and  also  its  losses  in  useless,  but 
terribly  severe  battles^  are  beyojid  all  JEhiropean  previous  eseperi* 
ence.  In  honor  to  the  Southerners  I  must  say,  that  theirs  has 
been  even  severer.  They  face  grapeshoty  as  Napoleon  laid  it 
down  as  an  axiom  to  be  impossible.  They  are  noble  fellows. 
But  our  men  have  displayed /z/a^  as  much  courage^  but  have  not 
yet  been  led  against  batteries.  In  their  doing  this,  as  a  friend, 
though  I  say  it,  who  should  not,  I  beg  you  to  make  all  remem- 
ber, that  it  was  by  my  personal  influence  going  into  the  first 
line  of  fire,  precisely  as  the  French  Generals  have  ever  done, 

*  The  three  preceding  letters  are  ttom.  Pabkkb*8  "  Kkabnt,  Soldier  and  Patriot." 
Ki:abkt's  Idea  of  organizing,  militarily,  the  blacks  was  ahead  of  any  thing  originating  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  bat  not  In  advance  of  the  common  friend  of  Kbabkt  and  his 
cousin,  Brlg.-General  J.  W.  Publfs,  TJ.  8.  V.,  of  Vermont,  nor  of  the  writer,  who,  In  the 
public  prints,  advocated—  In  case  of  hostilities  l>6tween  tho  North  and  South— organlzhig 
colored  regiments  under  white  ofDoers;  and  of  arming  the  blacks  in  the  ftmrning  j«ar 
when  a  long  war  had  become  a  jnoornAil  fixed  fact. 
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*  *  *  that  FIRST  gave  this  impulse  of  fighting  to  the  army  of 
McClellan.  Ill  return  there  is  silence  to  my  powers  of  admin- 
istration, my  talents  for  high  discipline,  my  perfect,  husineM- 
like  management  of  all  my  quotas  on  a  field  of  battle,  and  the 
stupid  crowds  take  up  the  words  prompted  to  them  by  the 
emissaries  of  the  envious  and  others,  my  enemies,  and  say  — 
"  Ah  1  there  is  a  worthless  General,  he  exposes  himself."  "  He 
is  rash."  "He  must  be  an  ignoramus."  Our  poor  Jersey 
brigade  was  cut  up,  to  pieces,  from  mismanagement  (I  refer  you 
to  General  Taylor)  in  Porter's  tight.  The  only  haUU  which 
we  have  yet  lost  —  and  this  entirely  owing  to  Porter's  want 
of  head.  The  country  permitted  an  impregnable  field,  it  was 
not  developed.  He  used  regiments  and  brigades  with  no  con- 
certed action,  and  lost  all  *  *  *  and  yet  McClellak,  in 
the  face  of  the  President,  gives  [him]  *  *  a  provisional 
corps  —  and  then  the  President  gives  him  an  advanced  rank. 
Whilst  Jy  the  like  unknown  before  in  history  —  a  successful 
division  commander,  am  left  •  ♦  ♦  without  recognition. 
Be  sure  if  this  army  was  in  the  hands  of  a  man  likely  to  save  it 
(it  is  in  a  bad  fix),  I  would  pitch  my  commission  to  the  winds 
and  serve  my  country  otherwise."* 

Ten  days  afterward  he  addressed  the  following  characteristic 
epistle  to  a  young  cousin,  a  New  Yorker  by  birth,  who  had  just 
been  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers. This  gallant  young  man  was  mortally  wounded  at  Get- 
tysburg and  died,  aged  only  twenty-one  years,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1863,  in  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  New  York  city,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  amputation  of  his  leg,  too  long  deferred  for  his 
fragile  constitution : 

"  I  am  glad  to  find  joa  in  arms.  I  am  tmly  eeneiUe  to  the  kindnees  of 
Gen.  Stockton  and  Col.  Scraivton,  as  well  as  to  his  Excellency  the  jSfov- 
emor.  I  must  confess,  that  I  would  have  preferred  jou  to  have  commenced 
as  a  Lieutenant,  for  a  Captaincy  Involvee  feaifal  responsibility — and  I  hens 

*  Other  letters  of  KKABHTf  very  interesting  and  able  prodnctions  they  are,  might 
have  been  added  in  this  chapter,  bnt  it  if*  not  Jn»t  to  the  dead  to  pnbli»h  what  he  wonM 
not  have  desired  or  suffered  to  be  made  pablic  had  he  lived.  As  remarked  in  a  previona 
chapter,  many  of  hia  ebnUitlona  were  the  result  of  pain  acting  on  a  nervous  tempera- 
ment. KxAKirr  was  a  magnanimous  man,  and  such  mm  do  not  utter  ii^nstices  in  their 
cool  moments,  or  desire  to  have  them  remembered  if  spoken  or  ottered  oadtr  iirlta- 
tion  or  inffering,  mental  or  physicaL 
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t7i6  weight  of  our  military  name  on  my  shmdderB,  Bat  I  do  not  aa^  this  to 
discourage  you.  I  am  proud  that  jou  are  in  the  eerrice.  ff  you  display 
courage  it  wiU  gracefully  c&Der  a  multitude  of  ehort-eamingi.  You  must 
iiave  learned  something  of  the  nature  of  men,  as  to  controlling  them  with 
deeiiion  but  little  harshness;  with  discipline  but  justice;  but  above  all  with  a 
careful  watchfulness  of  their  rights  and  comforts — they  are  tery  gratrful, 
fa/r  more  so  than  the  little  one  may  do  for  them  desen>es.  As  to  perfecting 
yourself  in  your  new  position,  never  let  it  pass  from  your  mind  in  what  a 
false  position  a  gentleman  is,  who  assumes  to  be  that  which  he  is  not.  That 
you  necessarily  must  be  so  for  a  while  is  not  your  fault  but  that  of  the  volun- 
teer system,  that  takes  new  (men)  instead  of  doing  justice  to  those  who  have 
served.  In  telling  you  all  this,  my  dear  cousin,  it  is  only  to  stimulate  you 
to  a  high  energy.  Adopt  a  military  carriage,  and  perfect  yourself  in  the 
tactics  and  in  army  regulations.  Study  them  constantly.  Add  to  this  an 
investigation  of  military  law,  and  your  course  will  be  right,  and  a  battle  or 
so  dashingly  carried  through,  will  secure  to  you  my  warm  sympathies  and 
any  assistance  I  can  render  you.  We  are  still  (within)  about  five  and  a  half 
miles  of  Richmond.  Continued  alarms,  now  a  shell  booming  in  the^air,  now 
a  brisk  picket  fight,  now  a  foray  by  the  enemy,  and  then  again  some  grey- 
coats brought  in  from  the  other  side.  In  our  two  battles  of  Willamsburg 
and  Fair  Oaks,  my  division  is  the  only  one  that  has  been  engaged  (here 
some  words  apparently  were  omitted)  in  the  two  battles.  These  two  battles 
looked  more  like  the  picture  books  than  any  thing  I  had  ever  before  seen, 
except  one  small  point  in  the  battle  field  of  Solferino.  The  slain  were  actu- 
ally piled  up  in  heaps.  My  Michigan  Marksmen  are  fearful  with  their 
iMes.  I  have  also  some  Pennsylvania  Mountain  Men  who  are  brave  fel- 
lows, and  some  Maine  Woodman,  who  seem  at  home  anywhere  in  the 
woods,  whether  balls  are  whizzing  by  them  or  not.  My  Ifew  York  regi- 
ments include  the  celebrated  Hobart  Ward  Thirty-eighth  and  the  Mozart. 
On  the  whole  it  is  a  very  exciting  life,  but  I  never  get  over  the  feeling  that 
after  every  battle  I  am  as  fearful  of  hearing  of  friends  being  killed  in  the 

opposite  army  as  in  our  own." 

* 

If  his  detention  at  Harrison^s  Landing  was  a  short  period 
of  comparative  rest  and  recuperation  to  General  Keabnt,  it 
was  destined  to  be  but  a  short  interval  of  repose.  Within  two 
weeks  he  was  again  in  motion  and  on  his  march  to  join  Pope. 
He  left  the  banks  of  the  James  with  alacrity,  for  to  take  the 
field  again  was  to  him  a  renewal  of  life.  It  is  true,  that  he  was 
no  longer  buoyed  up  with  those  brilliant  hopes  of  success  which 
animated  him  when  he  first  took  the  field,  still,  his  spirit  was 
nevertheless  elate  with  the  prospect  of  once  more  participating 
in  an  active  campaign,  which  promised,  even  if  it  held  forth  no 
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Other  incentives,  a  certainty  of  again  meeting  the  enemies  of  his 
country  and  the  traitorous  foes  to  right  and  progress ;  a  certainty 
of  fair  stricken  fields,  where  brilliant  examples,  stern  intrepidity, 
and  able  generalship  might  undo,  by  hard  fighting  to  the  pur- 
pose, what  had  already  been  ill  done  by  the  sheerest  incompe- 
tency —  an  inability  to  harvest  by  decision  what  had  already 
been  reaped  in  blood. 

Here  the  reader  must  leave  Ksabny  for  a  few  pages  in  order 
to  consider  what  had  occurred  in  the  "  Army  of  Virginia" 
between  the  date  when  the  "  Army  of  the  Potomac"  was  com 
pelled  by  its  commander,  not  by  the  rebel  foe,  to  commence  its 
rapid  retreat  to  the  James,  and  the  date  when  KsABinr  was 
enabled  to  bring  up  his  division  to  the  assistance  of  Pope. 
While  Kearny  lay  in  enforced  inaction  at  Harrison's  Landing, 
stirring  events  had  been  occurring  in  another  quarter,  whither 
the  rebels  had  been  permitted  to  direct  those  forces  which 
should  have  been  fully  occupied,  if  not  destroyed  by  Mc- 
Clellan. 

Then,  if  ever,  was  justified  that  indignant  outburst  which 
Shakespeare  places  in  the  mouth  of  the  hunchbacked  but  lion- 
hearted  Richard  HL  Lincoln,  when  he  learned  of  the  breaking 
forth  of  Lee,  might  have  addressed  to  McClellan  the  very 
words  which  the  indomitable  Plantaganet  addressed  to  Stan- 
ley: 

r 

King  Richabd  —  "  Where  in  thy  power,  then,  to  beat  him  back  ? 

Where  be  thy  tenants  and  thy  followers? 

Are  they  not  now  npon  the  western  shore. 

Safe-conducting  the  rebels  from  their  ships?" 

Stanley — "  No,  my  good  lord,  my  friends  are  in  the  north." 

EiNG  Richard — "  Gold  friends  to  me ;  what  do  they  in  the  north, 

When  they  should  serve  their  sovereign  in  the  west?" 
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CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

POPE  AND  THE  "ARMY  OF  VIRGINIA.'' 

( Na  1. ) 

VB03C  THB   RAPIDAN  TO   WABRBNTON. 

"  SoiJ>iXB8 :  We  have  had  onr  last  retreat.  We  have  seen  our  last  deftat  Ton  stand 
by-  me  and  I  will  stand  by  you,  and  henoelbrth  victory  will  crown  our  efforts.'*— McCLSiir 
I.AN,  September  lOth,  1881.—"  MebeUion  Seeord  "  IHary  of  Bventa,  Vol.  III.,  22  (2). 

**  Very  grievous  was  the  disappointment  of  the  loyal  people  when  they  knew  that  the 
Qrand  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  been  driven  ft^m  the  front  of  Richmond,  had  abandoned 
the  siege,  and  had  intrenched  itself  In  a  defensive  position  in  the  malarious  region  of  the 
James  River."— LossiNa's  CMl  War  In  AmeriMy  II.,  XVII,  441. 

"  FoPB,  on  taking  the  field,  issued  an  address  to  his  army,  oensnilng,  by  implication,  the 
course  of  McClsllak,  and  breathing  a  spirit  of  confidence  which  belied  the  forebodings 
which  he  ftelt."— Habpbb's  SUtory  qf  the  Qreat  BdbeUiofi,  882,  and  note  Z. 

"What  is  an  army  in  which  the  commander  is  at  the  mercy  of  his  sabordinates?*'— 
Masssita  to  Napoleok;  Mitciiki:.l's  Blographie*  qf  EminenL  SOUUers^  188. 

"  I  am  dear  that  one  of  two  courses  should  be  adopted : 

**  First   To  concentrate  all  our  available  forces  to  open  communication  with  Pope.    * 

'*  Second.  To  leave  Pops  to  get  out  of  his  scrape,  and  at  once  use  all  our  means  to  make 
the  Capital  perfectly'safe."— McClsli^n  to  Lincout,  August  29th,  18S2. 

"  Pops  now  repeated  with  greater  earnestness  his  request,  made  bcfbre  be  took  the  field, 
to  be  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  Army  of  Virginia,  and  allowed  to  return  to  the 
West."— liOasiKQ'B  CtvU  Wear  in  America,  II.,  4e2. 

"  Money  Is  precious,  human  llfla  is  precious,  but  Tzmjb  is  the  most  precious  of  alL"— Field 
Marshal  Suwarow  to  General  BKiiORADs,  1790. 

"  This  Cabinet  order  deranges  all  my  plans.  .  .  .  Bvery  Individual  general  addresses 
himself  to  the  Aullc  Council,  not  only  about  his  own  particular  affklrs,  but  about  general 
*aflbiT8  also ;  and  has  thus  a  right  to  intrigues,  for  his  own  pleasure  and  advantage,  which 
gives  the  Council  power  to  direct  and  to  bind  him.  If  the  Aulic  Council  would  only  leave 
me  alone,  then  one  or  two  campaigns  would  not  cost  me  more  than  so  many  months;  but 
with  th^r  hyper^trategy  and  generalship,  one  month  of  their  operations  will  extend  over 
entire  camj^aigns."— Suwabow  to  Rosumowsky,  Russian  Ambassador  at  Vienna,  1799. 

"  Tour  Excellency  knows  that  my  ftanctlons  are  confined  to  transmitting  the  King's 
orders,  and  reporting  all  eventa  to  your  Bxcellency.  I  believe  I  have  fVilfllled  my  duties 
with  care  and  exactness.  If  I  had  supposed  it  was  the  Emperor's  intention  to  invest  me 
with  more  extensive  flinctions,  I  should  have  begged  to  be  excused ;  first,  because  the 
supreme  direction  ot  aflhiis  In  Spain  is  mu6h  beyond  my  ability :  and,  secondly,  because  It 
Is  necQssary  to  success  in  war,  that  a  chief  should  have  under  his  orders  officers  of  inferior 
rank  who  will  obey  him ;  not  comrades,  who  think  their  merits  superior  to  his."— Marshal 
JonaoATN  to  the  French  Minister  of  War,  June,  1809. 

**  It  Is  true,  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  Crown  Prince  [Hallbck],  the  chief  command  of 
the  troops  was  entrusted  to  the  Duke  of  Wnac AB  [Popk],  .  .  .  but,  in  point  of  fhct,  his 
authority  was  very  limited,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  Imaginary;  and  .this  Ibr  two 
reasons.  In  the  first,  because  the  Emperor  Alexander  [Lincoln]  had  written  to  the  Duke 
[Pops],  to  act  In  all  things  conformably  to  the  arrangements  of  the  Crown  Prince  [Hal- 
Z.I3CK].  wbo  was  at  a  distance  from  the  theatre  of  war ;  and,  secondly,  because  orders  were 
forwarded  directly  from  the  headquarters  ...  to  WnrrzKNOXRODK  and  Bi7Low 
[PoRTKB  and  others],  who,  of  course,  acted  as  If  they  were  not  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  [Pops]."— General  DA2ni.BFVBXT,  Oam^paton  in  I^raneCt  1814,  Si. 
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Although  it  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  work,  to 
enter  into  any  detailed  historical  review  of  the  operations  of 
the  **  Army  of  Virginia,"  it  is,  nevertheless,  ahsolutely  neces- 
sary to  present  a  statement  of  its  operations  after  General  Pope 
assumed  the  pei*sonal  direction  of  it  at  Warrenton,  July  29th, 
1862.  He  received  the  command  "with  grave  forebodings  of 
the  result,"  but  with  the  assurance  that  the  enemy  would  never 
detach  from  Richmond  any  considerable  force  for  an  advance 
upon  Washington,  so  long  as  the  '*  Army  of  the  Potomac  "  re- 
mained at  Harrison's  Landing,  since  as  long  as  it  lay  there  the 
rebel  capital  was  in  imminent  danger. 

Any  military  student  who  has  examined  accurate  and  de- 
tailed maps  of  the  country  between  the  Potomac,  east,  the 
Rapidan,  south,  and  the  Bull  Run  mountains,  west,  will  see 
what  an  extremely  difficult  task  was  assigned  to  Pope.  The 
rebels  were  advancing  along  those  mountains,  using  them  par« 
tially  as  a  screen,  and  yet  Pope  was  compelled  to  cover  Fred- 
ericksburg from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  to  the  east,  and  entirely 
out  of  the  line  of  their  march.*  The  authorities  in  Washington 
and  MgClellan  must  bear  the  greater  share  of  the  blame 
originally  laid  upon  Pope.  Indeed  they,  and  not  he,  are  res- 
ponsible for  his  want  of  success.  Considering  all  the  difficulties 
front  and  rear  with  which  Pope  had  to  contend,  the  only  won- 
der is  that  he  accomplished  as  much  as  he  did.  The  latter 
should  have  clung  to  the  rear  of  Lee,  or  at  least  have  made  a 
diversion,  if  he  did  no  more.  Lee  mancBuvred  as  if  he  deemed 
that  the  army  at  Harrison's  Landing  was  deprived  of  all  power 
of  aggressive  injury. 

Was  he  not  right  ?  was  he  not  justified  in  his  conclusions  by 
the  result  ?  for  McClellan's  whole  action,  correspondence  and 
dispositions  from  the  day  when  he  landed  on  the  Peninsula,  place 
him  in  the  same  category  with  those  French  generals  who, 
abounding  in  troops,  but  wanting  in  themselves,  limited  them- 
selves almost  entirely  to  demonstrations  on  the  western  frontier 
of  Prussia,  during  the  "  Seven  Years'  War." 

Imagine  such  a  general  as  MgClellan  had  proved  himself, 

. 1 

«  SeeBiai.acRAUt'8  "Campaign  of  Ue2  andlMlL"   "Of  what  me  was  or  oould  bo  the 
oocapatloii  of  Fredericksburg?  iVbiM."   Page  187. 
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especially  ia  hia  retreat  to  the  James,  in  Pope's  place.  Would 
he  have  held  at  bay  one  hundred  thousand  men  flushed  with 
success,  with  forty  to  fifty  thousand,  and  have  checked  them 
for  two  weeks, '  disputing  every  inch  of  ground  from  Cul- 
peper  to  Fairfax,  fifty  miles,  holding  back  Lbe's  whole  army 
on  a  line  of  from  thirty  to  forty  miles  in  extent  of  front  ?  Com- 
pare Pope's  action  with  that  of  McGlellan  in  the  Peninsula. 
The  latter  retreated  precipitately  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles 
which  interposed  between  Mechanicsville  and  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, although  he  had  numbers  equal,  if  not  very  greatly  supe- 
rior, to  the  rebels,  and  his  lieutenants  hel'd  their  own  gloriously 
in  every  encounter.  McClellait  had  better  troops  than  Pope  ; 
better  executive  generals  than  Pope,  until  he  was  joined  by 
Reno  and  Kearnt  ;  better  means  of  supply,  and  heartier  co- 
operation. Whatever  may  have  been  Keabnt's  personal 
feelings  toward  McClellan,  he  never  flinched  from  his  duty 
to  him  as  his  superior.  The  following  may  be  cited  as  a  speci- 
men of  his  style  of  expressing  his  sentiments  in  the  field : 

"  The  conduct  of  General  Keabnt  in  this  battle  (Glendale) 
was  the  admiration  of  all  his  corps.  He  was  everywhere 
directing  all  movements,  imparting,  by  his  presence  and 
clearsightedness,  the  most  determined  courage  to  his  men; 
wherever  the  danger  was  greatest,  there  he  pressed  and  carried 
with  him  a  personal  power  that  was  equal  to  a  reinforcement. 
In  a  pre-eminent  degree  he  possessed  that  military  prescience, 
or  anticipation  of  what  was  coming  and  the  point  of  an  enemy's 
attack,  which  has  characterized  every  great  man  who  has  risen 
to  distinction  in  the  art  of  war."  ^Chaplain  Masks'  "  Peninsular 
Campaign,"  pages  282, 283.) 

Justice  has  never  been  done  to  Pope,*  The  merits  of  the  general 


*  "  Justice  has  not  b«en  rendered  to  (General  Pora  for  hla  conduct  in  this  campaign/' 
[The  writer  penned  his  sentiment  in  the  tummer  of  1868,  having  always  previonslj  main- 
tained  that  view  of  the  case.  He  did  not  know  Proltasor  Dbaper  was  engaged  in  his 
grand  worlc  until  the  ensuing  winter,  and  never  heard  or  read  this  judgment  until  the 
vHnter  of  188^1868.]  "  He  had  a  most  difBonlt  task  to  aocompUsh,  and  had  to  depend  on 
very  unreliable  means.  Though  there  never  was  purer  patriotism  than  th^  which  ani- 
mated the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  that  army  had  been  brought,  through  the 
influence  of  officers  who  surrounded  General  MoClbUiAK,  into  a  moat  dangerous  condi- 
tion—dangerous to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation— of  having  a  wish  of  its  own,  and  that 
wish  in  opposition  to  the  convictions  of  the  government  In  armies  it  is  but  a  very  short 
step  from  the  possession  of  a  wish  to  the  expression  of  a  wilL  Perhaps  at  no  pexlod  of 
the  war  were  thoughtftal  men  more  deeply  alarmed  ibr  the  Aiture  of  the  nation  than  when 
they  heard  of  the  restoration  of  McClxllait  to  the  command,  and  reoocnlMd  the  uamis- 
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h^vQ  been  lost  sight  of  in  the  demerits  of  the  individaal, 
if  demerits  is  a  proper  term  for  unconciliatory  manners  and 
rough  deportment.  McClbllan,  as  wisely  observed  by  Chap- 
lain Marks,  won  his  popularity  by  demeanor  more  than  by 
any  thing  else.  "Much  of  the  devotion  of  the  army  to 
General  MoClellan  was  owing  to  the  fact,  as  he  rode  through 
the  ranks,  he  always  looked  upon  the  men  kindly ;  and  when 
be  had  to  press  a  soldier  out  of  his  way,  it  was  never  with  rude- 
ness or  insult." 

Pope,  on  the  other  hand,  was  undoubtedly  sometimes,  if  not 
often,  the  exact  reverse  of  this,  if  prejudice  has  not  influenced 


takable  constraint  ander  which  the  government  had  acted.  It  was  In  vain  for  well  mean- 
ing persons  to  afBrm  that  the  general  had  never  been  relieved,  and  that  what  had  now 
taken  place  was  no  more  than  an  ordinary  proceeding.  The  Peninsular  disaster  was  too 
recent,  the  complaints  and  asseverations  of  Pops  of  disobedience  to  his  orders,  among  the 
higher  officers,  too  load  for  the  real  state  of  aflUrs  to  be  concealed. 

" '  Leave  Popb  to  get  out  of  his  scrape  I '  What  had  Popk  done  to  merit  inevitable  dee- 
tmotion  ?  He  had  gone  down  to  the  Rapldan  in  obedience  to  orders  to  oompel  the  enemy 
to  release  his  hold  on  the  army  in  the  Peninsula.  He  was  keeping  at  bay  in  the  best  man- 
ner he  could— nay,  more,  he  was  desperately  assailing— Lkx's  ablest  lieutenants.  For 
more  than  a  fortnight  he  was  fighting  battle  after  battle  against  overwhelming  forces, 
first  to  prevent  the  Junction  of  his  antagonists  and  then  to  resist  their  whole  mass.  He 
might  have  been  indiscreet  in  his  reflections  on  the  genenilshlp  of  his  predecessor,  but 
had  he  been  tea  times  more  so,  this  was  not  the  moment  for  retaliation  for  such  oflfenses. 
Wathcnot  noto  the  aoUUerttfthe  r^pubUCf  at  tha  head  of  her  forUim  hope^  In  the  very  Ifreaeh  t 
When,  firom  the  midst  of  the  fire  converging  upon  him,  he  cried  out  for  more  ammunition 
to  enable  him  to  keep  his  foothold,  how  was  he  answered  T  *  I  know  nothing  of  the  cali- 
bres of  PoPB's  artillery  I' 

"  The  operations  of  Pops  with  the  army  of  Virginia  were  based  entir^  on  the  expected 
Janotlon  of  reinforcements  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  Not  without  indignation  does 
he  say  in  his  report,  *  23,000  men  were  all  of  the  91,000  veteran  troops  from  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, who  ever  drew  trigger  under  my  command,  or  In  any  way  took  part  In  this  campaign. 
The  complete  overthrow  of  Lkk's  army,  or  at  least  the  entire  frustration  of  his  move> 
ment  toward  the  Potomac,  was  defeated  by  the  fiOinre  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to 
elToot  a  Junction  in  time  with  the  army  of  Virginia  oh  the  line  of -the  Bappahannock,  or 
even  so  ikr  back  as  the  line  of  Bull  Bnn.' 

"  From  the  tenor  of  Popb's  complaint,  the  reader  cannot  ihll  to  discern  tliat  the  national 
government  was,  at  this  time,  passing  through  a  serious  crisis.  The  triumphant  confoder- 
ate  army  threatening  Washington,  was  by  no  means  the  only  formidable  oldect  before 
the  republic  Individual  grievances  are  of  little  moment  in  the  eye  of  histoxy,  save  when 
they  are  connected  with  national  interests ;  they  become  of  supreme  importanoe  when  they 
presage  public  perils.  Enough  has  been  said  to  enable  tiie  reader  to  perceive  that  at  this 
momentous  period  the  government  was  acting  under  constraint.  .  .  .  ]^ltary  orltioB 
will,  doubtless,  point  out  profosslonal  mistakes  in  Pops's  campaign.  La  Justice,  however, 
they  must  bear  In  mind  his  disappointed  expectations  of  support.  Well  might  LiKOOi.!f , 
who,  notwithstanding  his  general  booyancy,  was  subject  to  paroxysms  of  deep  depression, 
almost  despidr,  when  he  saw  so  much  gallantry  wasted —well  might  his  heart  sink  within 
him,  when  he  was  now  sMdonically  told  in  allusion  to  his  former  solicitude  for  the  seat 
of  government  at  the  outset  of  the  Peninsular  campaign, '  at  once  to  use  all  dOe  means  to 
make  the  capital  perfectly  safo.' "  Proftssor  John  William  Dbapkb's  MUtary  €f  thn 
American  CXeU  War,  voL  2,  p.  444. 
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the  pen-portrait  of  the  man.  A  Mend  and  relative  of  the 
writer  was  present  '*  at  an  interview  just  in  the  rear  of  the 
latter's  (Ejcabny's)  division,  on  a  slight  eminBnce,  at  nightfall, 
about  9  p.  M.,  August  29, 1802,  the  first  day  of  the  Second  Bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run«  Ebabnt  asked  to,  have  his  troops — whom 
he  said  had  sustained  hard  fighting  and  were  worn  out  —  re- 
lieved by  fresh  ones."  Such  a  request  firom  such  a  man  $lb 
Eeabny,  should  have  been  met  with  sympathetic  courtesy  and 
consideration,  even  if  the  exigencies  of  the  seVvice  prevented 
PoPB  from  acceding  to  it.  Nevertheless,  "the  request  was 
refused  in  rough  terms,"  so  much  so  as  to  leave  the  most  pain- 
ful impression  upon  the  mind  of  the  narrator,  an  officer  of  high 
rank  and  position,  whq  dwelt  upon  the  interview  with  admira^ 
tioQ,  "  in  describing  Ksabnt's  magnificent  presence  during  the 
whole  scehe," 

Nevertheless,  it  would  be  highly  unjust  and  untrue  not  to 
express  the  conviction  that  Pope's  tenacity  saved  Washington, 
imperiled  by  the  practical  incapacity  of  Hallbck,  and  the  languor 
or  procrastination  of  McClellan,  aidSd  in  either  case  by  the 
vacillation,  feebleness,  and  utter  want  of  comprehensive  ideas 
and  of  strategic  penetration  among  those  who  controlled  events 
at  the  Capital.  Al)^  however^  could  have  been  remedied  by 
will  and  alacrity  on  the  pan  of  McClkllan,  and  more  than  one 
of  his  generals.  Results  distinctly' demonstrated  that  these 
were  wanting.  Those  who  cannot,  or  will  not  judge  by  results, 
will,  perhaps,  pay  as  little  attention  to  the  following  extract 
from  the  letter  of  an  honest  man,  who  served  in  a  most  respon- 
sible position  on  the  staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  over 
three  years,  which  throws  strong  light  upon  the  subject : 

".On  September  2d  (this  morning),  General  Pope,  while  on 
Centerville  Heights,  pointing  toward  four  different  encamp- 
ments, directed  me  to  carry  orders  to  Major-Generals  Heint- 
ZELMAN,  SiGEL,  Beno  and  PoRTEB.  I  fouud  neither  of  these 
generals  at  the  encampments  indicated  ;  in  fact,  I  was  so  misled 
by  this  indication  by  General  Pope  as  to  make  it  three  or  four, 
hours  before  all  the  orders  were  delivered. 

"I  rode  up  to  one  headquarter  tent,  and  meeting  General 
FBANKJ.IN,  asked  him  the  whereabouts  of  these  generals ;  he 
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told  me  that  there  were  other  generals  in  the  tent  who,  perhaps, 
might  inform  me.  I  found  five  generals  in  consultation,  one  of 
whom  immediately  replied  to  my  inquiries  by  saying  that  they 
did  not  know  anything  about  General  Pops,  or  his  generals.''* 
SucHET,  on  the  Var,  in  April  and  May,  1800,  occupied  an 
analogous  position  to  that  of  Pope,  in  August,  1862.  Defeated 
by  ElsnttZj  but  disputing  every  inch  of  ground,  he  clang  so 
tenaciously  to  the  Austrians,  and  occupied  their  attention  so 
thoroughly,  that  his  diversion  exercised  a  most  important  influ- 
ence upon  the  event  of  Marengo,  and  Napoleon  acknowledged 
it.  Massvna^s  defence  of  Gkenoa  operated  in  a  similar  and 
almost  equal  degree,  although  he  was  forced  to  capitulate. 
Both,  by  their  obstinate  resistai>ce,  gained  time,  the  most 

*  "  The  operations  of  the  Bngliflh  army  (ISBQtn  Irelaiul)  wereveMrded  and  ooanteract«l> 
by  dlsimloB.  Buaax^  tbe  Deputy,  envied  (ho  glory  of  NoBdlB,  and  Nobbis,  the  General, 
WHS  Jealous  of  the  Interference  of  BuBaeU."^O'0olroB'B  MUUary  Mempir*  of  ths  JrUh 
nation^  ^ 

"  St.  Ruth  (the  French  general  sent  over  t*  command  the  Irish  In  1891)  did  not  reach 
Athlone  until  tbe  siege  of  the  Irish  town  had  commenced.  Dissensions  are  said  to  have 
«riiien  between  him  and  Sarsfleld.  Possibly,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  camp,  he  may  have 
reproached  Sarsfleld  with  the  unnecessary  and  hopeless  deibnce  of  Ballymore,  and  of  the 
Engllsb  town  of  Athlone,  where  so  many  of  tbe  best  soldiers  of  the  army  had  been  sacri- 
ficed In  posts  which  were  notoriously  untenable.  That  discord  prevailed,  most  prejudicial 
to  the  service,  is  certain,  but  whether  excited  by  these  reproaches,  or  by  the  Jealousies  too 
frequently  attendant  on  camps,  is  a  speculation  now  enveloped  In  obscurity.*'— COonob's 
MiUtanf  HlMtory  of  the  BrUh  NaUon,  p.  1S8. 

"  The  day  Is  (1643)  reported  to  have  been  intensely  hot,  and  this  oppressed  the  soldiers ; 
many  of  (he  Cavaliers  of  note,  moreover,  bad  fallen  befbre  the  rebel  artUleiy,  which  had 
been  advantageously  posted  and  well  served.  *  *  *  At  all  events,  when  the  day  broke, 
£a8EX  found  the  way  open ;  and  marching  through  ITewbury,  unopposed,  he  pursued  his 
way  to  London  by  way  of  Reading  and  Windsor.  Here  he  found  Sir  WiiiiiiAic  Waujbb, 
with  about  4,000  horse  and  foot,  e^pparenUy  qpMt  unconcerned  about  hit  mtftty  at  Nnobury, 
which  VKU  not  above  twenty  milu  M^anL  r—Livee  of  the  Warrior*  of  the  CMi  Wars  qf  DratiM 
and  JBufftand^  by  General,  the  Hon.  Sir  Edwabd  Oust,  DCL.  London,  John  Mobbat, 
Albemarle  street,  1611-16^;  1867,  Vol.  I..  292. 

**  It  Is  very  corioos,  but  (he  history  of  the  Qreat  CivU  War  of  England,  like  our  own 
'Slaveholders'  Rebellion,'  a  contest  between  an  aristocratic  flMStionand  the  People,  was 
prolific  In  examples  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  Jealousies  between  rival  commanders  and 
(heir  Ikvorites  or  adherents.  The  same  was  the  case  in  the  Civil  Wars  of  (he  French  Mon- 
archy, although  the  French  ItepubUean  armies  were  wonderftilly  free  of  such  exhibitions. 
The  Austrian  military  records  are  frill  of  similar  cases,  and,  strange  to  say,  it  Is  insinuated 
that  the  successes  of  both  the  Benapartes,  Emperors,  in  Italy,  were  owing  to  the  fhcilKy 
with  which  they  could  bribe  some  of  the  Imperial  commanders.  Still,  in  Justice,  it  must 
be  added  that,  two  of  the  chlefis,  over  whom  he  gained  the  greatest  advantages,  were 
'  above  suspicion,'  '  but  some  of  the  subordinate  offlcen,  especially  of  the  staff,  in  that 
and  tbe  subsequent  wars,  have  not  come  off  so  dear.'  Names  have  been  mentioned,  and 
charges  distinctly  mada  In  the  Beeit  de  la  Campagne  en  JOaUe,  Bonapabtb  Is  reported  to 
*have  said,  at  Milan,  after  the  war  was  over.  In  allusion  to  an  article  in  a  German  nows* 
paper— the  *  Ratlsbon  Mercury  ^whlcb  Insinuated  that  he  had  bribed  the  Austrian  gen»> 
rals : '  It  is  true  that  I  have  spent  much  money,  but  not  to  win  over  the  generals.  I  thought 
It  better  for  my  purpose  to  try  the  staff,  and  I  have  had  no  reason  to  regret  it'  "—Vol.  1, 
pp.  91, 92;  VixusBBUX's  inipQleon  Sonaparle  :  Mm  8aytno»  and  hU  Deeds, 
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important  element  in  military  success ;  Pope,  likewise,  gained 
time  of  inestimable  value.  He  held  in  check  for  ten  days  the 
army  which  McClellan  had  permitted  to  escape,  and  thus  was 
let  loose  upon  Washington.  He  save^d  the  National  Capital, 
and  from  the  buckler  which  he  interposed,  Lbb  glanced  off  to 
Frederick.  This  gave  ten  days  more.  Then  the  ^  Army  of  the 
Potomac,"  having  absorbed  the  "Army  of  Virginia,*'  threw 
back  the  rebels  across  the  Potomaa 

The  Army  of  Virginia,  in  July,  consisted  of  about  84,000 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  about  6,000  cavalry,  of  which  a  con- 
siderable part  was  in  bad  condition. 

This  forc^  was  stretched  out  along  a  firont  of  forty  miles,  with 
its  left  resting  on  Sperryville,  and  its  right  on  Fredericksburg. 
On  July  14th,  General  Hatch  had  been  directed  to  occupy 
Gordonsville,  which,  with  Charlotteville,  Kxabnt  had  indicated 
from  the  very  first  as  strategic  key-points  to  any  overland 
advance  upon,  or  operations  against,  Richmond.*  Hatch  failed 
to  execute  this  order,  which  would  have  enabled  him  to 
destroy  the  railroads  which  connect  at  Gordonsville,  and  was 
superseded  in  the  command  of  the  cavalry  by  the  model  com- 
mander of  that  arm,  glorious  John  Bufobb. 

On  the  13th  July,  Jackson,  with  his  own  division,  and  that 
of  EwBLL,  had  been  ordered  to  Gordonsville,  where  he  was 
joined  on  the  2lrth  by  A.  P.  Hill.  This  accession  augmented 
the  forces  in  the  presence  of  the  Army  of  Virginia,  on  the  7th 
of  August,  to  36,000  men.  Popb  concentrated  his  infantry 
along  the  road  from  Sperryville  to  Culpepper ;  his  cavalry  being 
thrown  ten  miles  forward.  On  the  9th,  occurred  the  battle  of 
Cedar  or  Slaughter  Mountain,  or  Cedar  Run,  whose  results  so 
alarmed  the  Federal  authorities,  that  General  Halleck  tele- 

*  The  BnglUh  Mutbor  of  the  JSatOa-jnodt  qf  the  atntfft— quite  a  fhir  book  for  a  rebti  work- 
remarks,  page  424,  tn  this  oonnectton :  '*  Banks,  with  a  stroDg  Ibroe  of  Ntm  Bngland 
troops,  was  stationed  within  a  short  distance  of  Culpepper  Conrt-House,  while  strong 
detachments  of  cavalry  and  artillery  had  penetrated  even  so  ftur  southward  as  Gordonsville, 
but  did  not  retain  possession  of  that  all-Important  point.  Tliey  were  merely  fMUog  their 
way  to  Its  ultimate  occupation.  This  was  perltetly  well  known  to  us,  and  the  value  of 
OordonsvUle  Ihlly  appreciated :  Ibr  the  only  two  routes  to  Blchmond  and  the  South  united 
there,  and  If  once  strongly  garrisoned  by  the  enemy,  they  would  droumscrlbe  all  our  opera- 
tions, and  cause  the  fkll  of  Blchmond  without  the  absolute  necessity  of  losing  a  man.**  If 
this  was  anywhere  near  true  in  the  summer  of  1882,  how  perAotly  oonrect  In  the  fidl  of 
18611 
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graphed  at  once  to  McClellan  to  send  forward  General  Burn- 
bide  with  his  corps — which  had  been  brought  from  North' 
Carolina  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  was  lying  there — to  reinforce 
Pope  through  Fredericksburg.  Five  days  previous  to  this 
l)loody  and  indecisive  conflict,  on  the  4th,*  McClellan  had 
been  ordered  to  withdraw  from  the  Peninsula,  whereupon  he 
became  very  bold,  and  made  the  abortive  movement  under 
Hooker  to  Malvern  Hill.  This  apparent  initiative  occasioned 
the  remark  by  Kearny,  who  supposed  that  this  was  the  first 
of  a  renewed  advance  upon  Richmond,  *'  that  Hooker  got  all 
the  good  chances,  and  none  fell  to  his  share."  As  long  as 
McClellan  lay  at  Harrison's  Landing,  in  his  very  strong  and 
fortified  position,  Lee,  with  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  forces, 
remained  in  Richmond,  to  watch  him  and  protect  the  rebel 
capital. 

Indiscretion  or  treason  in  the  Northern  ranks  revealed  to 
MosEBY,f  passing  through  the  fleet  of  transports  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  as  a  prisoner,  that  the  troops  assembled  at  that  point 
were  not  to  join  McClellan,  but  were  destined,  in  fact  were 
on  their  way,  to  reinforce  Pope.  Feeling  satisfied,  from  his 
knowledge  of  its  commander,  that  there  was  no  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  wasting  most 
precious  time  at  Harrison's  Landing,  Lee,  as  soon  as  Moseby 
made  his  report,  began  to  move  northward.  This  was  on  the 
13th  of  August  In  the  meanwhile  Pope,  who  foresaw  the 
coming  storm,  was  losing  reputation  daily,  through  his  strict 
observance  of  the  orders  of  that  general  who  had  already  given 
him  a  Very  unfavorable  character  before  the  people,  by  father- 
ing upon  him  a  report  which  Pope  declares  that  he  never  made. 
This  report  was  the  one  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  10,000 
prisoners  during  Hallbck's  own  operations  against  Corinth, 
June  12th,  1862.  Such  a  report  Pope  declares  never  emanated 
from  him,  and  with  some  reason,  since  he  says  he  was  confined 
to  his  tent  by  sickness  at  the  time. 

Pope  did  well  in  Virginia,  considering  the  forces  at  his  dis- 
position, and  all  his  reverses  were  due  to  his  honest  endeavors 

*  **  Annat»  of  the  Stselh  l^ennsi/lfMxnia  CawOry**  5th  August,  p.  81 

t  John  Bsrxir  CooKX'a  MUUary  Blogrraphy  of  SUmeweOl  Jack$on,  pp.  256, 2Be. 
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to  obey  the  orders  dally  transmitted  from  Washington,  and  the 
positive  assurances  that  he  would  receive  cordial  support  and 
adequate  reinforcements.  The  first  was  not  given,  and  the 
second  did  not  arrive  either  in  the  force  promised  or  at  the  time 
stated. 

On  the  14th  qf  August,  the  Army  of  Virginia  was  reinforced 
with  8,000  men  of  Buensidb's  Corps,  under  the  gallant  and 
reliable  Reno,  from  Falmouth,  four  days  after  Haixeck  tele- 
graphed that  the  enemy  was  crossing  the  Rapidan  in  large  force. 
Pope,  thereupon,  was  making  preparations  to  push  forward, 
when,  on  August  16th,  his  cavalry  captured  J.  E.  B.  Stxtabt's 
Adjutant-General,  on  whom  was  taken  an  autograph  letter  of 
General  Lee,-  dated  Gordonsville,  August  15th,  which  revealed 
the  rebel  intention  anS  Lei&'s  plan  to  overwhelm  the  Army  of 
Yir^nia  before  it  cauU  6fe  reinforced  by  any  portion  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  This  left  Pope  no  other  option  than  to 
fall  back  upon  a  stronger  position,  and  await  the  arrival  of  the 
expected  support.  Even  the  British  Colonel  Fletcheb,  in  his 
Huiary  of  the  American  Wary  virtually  admits  that  Pope  did 
well ;  that  he  accomplished  his  retreat  in  good  order  behind  the 
Rappahannock;  and,  during  the  20th,  21st  and  22d  of  August, 
foiled  every  attempt  of  the  rebels  to  pass  that  stream,  although 
they  tested  every  fond.  The  "  English  Combatant,*'  author  of 
the  Battle-Melda  of  the  South  (page  425),  speaking  of  the  retir- 
ing of  the  Union  forces  back  toward  the  Rapidan,  or  Rapid- 
Anna,  does  justice  to  the  movements  in  these  w^ords:  *'This 
was  generalship."  Captain  Notes,  an  eye-witness,  whose 
peculiar  duties  gave  him  opportunities  of  seeing  everything, 
confirms  this  in  his  "  Bivouac  and  Battle-Meld,''^ 

Three  precious  days  had  thus  been  gained,  since  every  day 
that  Lee's  advance  was  delayed  was  of  incalculable  vjalue  to 
the  country.  Finding  that  he  could  not  force  the  passage  of 
the  river  Rappahannock — which  rose  seven  feet,*  in  consequence 


!  *  Men  often  talk  of  paraUelfl  aad  oolncldences  In  war,  and  Bach  there  are  Infinite  and 

carious.  At  the  battle  of  Fornova  the  Italians  attacked  the  French  and  were  repolsed,  as 
at  Cedar  Mountain.   At  the  same  time  the  Italian  Stradiotti  out  aroand  and  plundered 

[  the  French  camp.   When,  the  next  morning,  Chablbs  VIH  had  completed  his  prepara- 

tion  to  attack  the  Italians,  he  found  that  a  torrent  which  interposed  had  been  so  swo  lien 
by  a  sudden  storm  (such  as  oocurrod  at  Orlskany  1777,  at  Bolferino  in  1859,  and  did  aft^r- 
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of  a  heavy  rain  on  the  night  of  August  22  —  Leb  determined 
to  throw  Jackson  round  Pope's  right,  the  movement  being 
screened  by  the  Bull  Run  mountains. 

During  that  terrible  night  of  the  22d  — ^^  the  darkest  night 
he  ever  knew,"  according  to  Brevet-CoL  Paine  —  occurred 
that  raid  of  1,500  cavalry  under  Stuart,  who  stole  around 
Pope's  flank,  just  as  the  same  leader  had  made  the  circuit  of 
McClellak  two  months  previous  in  the  Peninsula,  and  captured 
Pope's  headquarter  wagons,  at  Gatlett's  Station.  This  exploit 
made  a  great  noise  at  the  time,  and  augmented  the  causeless 
ridicule  heaped  upon  the  Union  commander,  because  his  uniforni 
coat  wa(8  Qaptured.  Even  had  his  whole  personal  baggage  from 
his  undershirt  to  his  overcc/at,  even  had  h\»  whole  oamp  become 
hi^  prey  of  the  enemy,  such  a  misfortune  need  not  have  had 
any  effect  on  the  campaign.  At  Janikau,  Mairch  6,  1^45,  in 
one  respect  the  decisive  battle  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  the 
imperial  light  cavalry  got  possession  of  the  Swedish  camp, 
without  affecting  the  military  or  political  result*  in  the  slightr 
est  degree.  After  the  Swedes  had  won  the  victory,  their 
cavalry  cut  down  the  marauders  and  re-captured  their  booty. 
At  MoUwitz,  10th  April,  1741,  the  Austrian  Horse  renounced 
charging,  and  ^'  the  Hussar  part  did  something  of  plunder  to 
rearward,."  at  a  moment  when  every  bayonet  and  sabre  was 
needed  in  the  opposite  quarter.  At  Chotusitz,  May  17,  1742, 
and  again  at  Soor,  September  30, 1745,  the  Austrian  light  troops 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  Pinissian  camp.  But  this  undue 
diversion  of  so  many  cavalry  doubtless  gave  Fkedebick  the 
victory,  which  he  deemed  cheaply  purchased  by  the  loss  sus- 
tained through ,  the  plundering  of  the  Croats,  Pandours  and 
such  like. 

At  Arbela,  B.  C.  (October  1),  331,  the  Persians  who  had 
broken  or  permitted  to  traverse  the  Grecian  line,  could  have 

wards  occnr  at  Chantllly),  that  the  river  had  risen  seven  feet,  and  was  no  longer  ibrdiUile. 
Exactly  snch  was  the  case  with  Pops  on  the  26Ui  August,  1862,  when  he  Intended  to  cross 
the  Rappahannock  and  attack  the  rebels,  at  the  same  time  that  Stuart  was  making  his 
raid  round  upon  his  rear.  A  peculiarly  heavy  rain,  which  set  In  on  the  Zith,  so  raised  the 
river  that  the  bridges  were  carried  away.  Before  the  water  subsided  the  opportunity  bad 
passed,  Jacksont  had  thrown  himself  in  Popis's  rear,  and  the  whole  aspect  of  the  cam- 
pidgn  Jxad  changed.  « 

*  Gkubb's  matory  of  the  Swedet^  sas  (^.   Ookbb'b  "  Histolre  Gtenerale  de  la  DlplomHtie 
Eoropeene/'  Sea  2,  pages  211-2LS. 
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overwhelmed  the  left  wing  under  Parmenio,  already  hard 
pressed,  had  they  not  amused  themselves  with  the  pillage  of 
Alexander's  camp.  When  the  rest  of  the  array  of  Darius 
had  been  dissipated,  Parmenio  cut  up  the  marauders,  and, 
despite  the  temporary  occupation  of  his  camp,  Auexahdbb 
triumphed  and  became  master  of  Asia. 

At  Fornova,  or  the  battle  of  the  Taro,  0th  July,  1495,  the 
Strad riots  or  Albanian  light  cavalry  gave  the  victory  to  the 
French  by  turning  aside  to  pillage  their  camp. 

Unfortunately,  however,  among  Stuart's  spoils  were  the  maps 
and  memoranda  of  the  Topographical  Staff,  and  worst  of  all 
Pope's  dispatch-book.  This  revealed  to  Lee  not  only  the  plans 
of  the  Union  general,  but  the  disposition  of  his  forces  and  their 
comparative  feebleness.  Well  may  the  historian,  Gusbnsbt, 
remark,  ^'  When  that  unnamed  negro,  accidentally  encountered 
in  the  darkness,  guided  the  Sixth  Virginia  cavalry  to  Pope's 
tent,  he  was  potentially  fighting  the  battles  of  Groveton  and 
Antietam." 

This  was  one  of  those  interventions*of  Providence  which  men 
style  accidents,*  such  as  decided  Aughrim  and  the  fate  oi  Ire- 
land, 1691,  by  the  hand  of  an  outraged  husband,  a  pedlar; 
Denain  and  the  fate  of  France,  1712,  through  the  casual  stroll 
of  a  "  priest  and  civic  functionary ; "  MoUwitz,  1 741,  through  the 
meeting  in  the  snow  of  the  Prussian  Aid,  Saldsrn,  with  a  farm 
laborer  sent  in  search  of  a  clean  shirt  for  an  Austrian  trooper ; 
Gatholisch-Hennersdorf,  1745,  by  the  guidance  of  a  miller's 
boy;  Vittoria,  1813,  through  the  information  of  "a  brave 
peasant ; "  Waterloo,  through  the  piloting  of  a  shepherd's  lad. 
But  a  still  more  apposite  parallel  is  that  pilotage  of  '^  an  humble 
and  unknown  individual,"  '^  a  Piedmontese  peasant,"  who  found 
the  French  army  of  Francis  I.  pounded  in  the  passes  of  the 
Alps,  and  by  his  guidance  rendered  the  defeat  of  the  Swiss  at 
Marignano  or  San  Donate,  September  13-14th,  1675,  possible, 
and  the  conquest  of  Italy  an  accomplished  fact. 

On  that  night  of  darkness  and  storm,  Major-General  Psiup 
Kearny's  Division,  which  had  landed    at  Alexandria  1:'30  p. 

«-*<In  war  sometimes  aoofdents  happen,  aooidents  above  human  power  to  prevent, 
tbej  are  like  the  interfering  of  Providence.".  Sciulk'b  **  OampaUfM  of  1M2  and  UBk** 
251. 
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M.,  2l8t,  was  at  Burke's  Station,  having  left  Harrison's  Landing 
on  the  15th  pf  August,  and  marched  thence,  via  Jones'  (Soan's) 
Bridge  (August  1 6th),  "  which  we  (the  3d  Corps)  were  to  hold 
till  the  troops  had  all  started  from  our  old  camp  at  Harrison's 
Bar."  On  the  16th,  via  Diascund  Bridge,  Kearny  fell  back 
to  Barhamsville,  and  Williamsburg  (17th),  to  Yorktown 
(20th),  sailing  thence  August  21  St.*  Kearny's  division  and 
Meade's  Pennsylvania  Reserves  were  the  first  troops  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  to  reinforce — that  is,  effectively^  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy — the  Army  of  Virginia. 

The  disclosures  of  Pope's  dispatch-book  developed  at  once  to 
Lee  the  practicability  of  turning  the  right  of  the  Army  of 
Virginia,  getting  in  its  rear,  capturing  its  supplies  and  cutting 
it  off  from  Washington.  The  execution  of  this  hazardous 
stroke  of  generalship  was  confided  to  the  audacious  and  ever- 
ready  Jackson.  It  was  nevertheless  fraught  with  peril,  and 
had  Pope  been  reinforced,  as  he  expected  to  be  and  should 
have  been,  the  biter  would  have  b^en  bit,  like  the  Saxons  at 
Kesseldorf,  in  1745;  like  the  Russians  at  Austerlitz,  in  1805; 
and  like  the  French  at  Haynau  and  at  Culm,  in  1813 ;  and  like 
Charles  Albert  at  Novara,  in  1849;  Had  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  as  a  unit,  supported  the  Army  of  Vii-ginia,  as  did  the 
divisions  of  Reno,  Kearny,  Hooker  and  Mbade,  the  star  of 
Stonewall  Jackson  would  have  set  on  the  same  field  where  it 
rose  and  gave  him  a  name.f 

On  the  22-23d  of  August,  while  Pope  was  revolving  in  his 
mind  a  good  plan  to  overwhelm  Jackson,  and  making  prepara- 


* Heiktzklman's  Report  (Popk's  Report),  page  54:  "Life  of  Maj.-Gen,  Davxx)  SxiJb 
BiBKXT,"  pages  00-61. 

t "  He  (Pops)  had  latMred  hard  nnder  manr  dlfBcoltles,  and  he  bitterly  complained  ofa 
lack  of  co-operation  with  him  In  his  later  struggles  by  McClellan  and  some  of  his  snb- 
ordlnates."  "It  Is  clear  to  the  comprehension  of  the  writer,  after  a  careAil  analysis 4)f 
reports  and  dispatches,  that  had  these  corps  and  Porter's  been  allowed  to  give  tloie^' 
assistance  to  Popk,  as  they  conld  have  done,  Lkk's  army  might  have  been  captared  >ar 
dispersed,  and  perhaps  a  death-blow  given  to  the  rebellion.  In  view  of  all  the  tesUmoqy 
and  specially  of  that  given  in  HcCi.sllan's  Report,  It  does  not  seem  to  be  a  harsh  judg- 
ment to  believe  that  the  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  his  Mends  wen> 
willing  to  see  Pofk  defeated.  *  Popb's  appointment  to  the  command,  and  his  address  to 
his  wrmy  on  opening  the  campaign,'  says  a  carefhl  writer,  'had  been  understood  by  Vbma 
08  reflecting  on  the  strategy  of  the  Peninsular  campaign ;  and  this  was  their  mode  of 
resenting  the  indignity.*  '*— LossEHa's  ClvU  War  in  America,  II.,  482,  Text  and  Noto^  4, 
pages  402-& 
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tions  to  carry  it  out  effectively,  another  general  as  prompt,  bold, 
and  expeditious  as  the  greatest  of  rebel  lieutenants,  the  dashing 
Keasnt,  was  already  at  Warrenton  Junction,  and  had  placed 
sufficient  guards  all  along  the  railroad  in  his  rear. 

At  midnight,  on  the  25th,  Stonewall  Jackson  was  at  Salem, 
at  the  western  issue  of  Thoroughfare  Gap,  having  operated 
under  cover  of  the  Bull  Run  Mountains ;  just  as  Traun  moved 
to  and  fro,  like  a  shuttle,  under  the  blind  of  the  Range  of  the 
Spessart,  in  1746,  when,  by  practical-strategy  and  without  the 
necessity  of  a  battle,  he  compelled  the  French  to  retire  precipi- 
tately beyond  the  Rhine;  just  as  Lsb  was  about  to  throw  back, 
by  a  series  of  battles,  the  Union  armies  beyond  the  Potomac 

Those  who  observed  attentively  the  operations  of  the  "Seven 
Weeks'  War,"  in  1866,  will  perceive  that  the  Bull  Run  Moun- 
tains occupied  identically  the  same  relation  to  Popb's  line  of 
supply  and  retreat,  that  the  Giant  Mountains  and  the  ranges 
which  constitute  their  prolongation  toward*  the  south-east,  bore 
to  the  line  of  supply  and  'retreat  of  Bjsnedek — the  slopes  of 
Silesia  representing  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  The  possession  of 
the  passes  through  these  rugged  barriers  and  of  the  fortresses 
which  secured  them,  enabled  the  Prussians  to  flank  the  Austrian 
army,  and,  throughout,  menace  the  communications  on  which  it 
was  completely  dependent.  It  was  this  fact  forbade  Benedeel's 
selecting  a  more  advanced  battle-field  than  that  of  Sadowa, 
where  he  was  nipped  and  crushed  as  was  Pope  in  the  second 
battle  of  Manassas  Plains  or  Bull  Run. 

The  auttorities  at  the  National  Capital,  always  extremely 
timid,  never -seemed  to  feel  that  they  were  safe,  not  even  for  a 
moment,  without  keeping  a  considerable  army  in  front  of  the 
defenses  of  Washington,  when  the  circle  of  forts  and  works 
around  that  city  ought,  if  they  had  been  properly  manned  and 
commanded — ^backed  by  a  sufficient  central  reserve,  ready  to 
move  to  any  over-matched  or  mastered  point — ^in  itself  to 
have  been  sufficient  to  render  them  secure.  They  appeared 
to  be  desirous  of  realizing  the  truth  of  the  old  Swedish  proverb, 
that  "they  defended  not  their  men  with  walls,  but  their  walls 
with  their  men " — ^when  Swedes  fought,  as  Fbuderick  intim- 
ates, "  Swedes  did  fight,"  rendering  the  proud  assurance,  how- 
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ever,  ia  any  thing  but  the  grand  though  boasting  spirit  of  the 
original.  Moreover,  even  when  they  had  selected  a  general, 
they  were  unwilling  to  concede  any  independent  action  to  the 
man  of  their  choice.  Pope  was,  in  reality,  nothing  more — as  a 
Major-General  (who  ought  to  have  known)  expressed  it — than 
a  sort  of  Adjutant-General,  to  promulgate  and  see  to  the  execu- 
tion, views  and  orders  of  a  sort  of  Aulic  Council  or  Cabal,*  pre- 
sided over  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  of  which  the  President 
was,  ex  officio^  a  member,  and  yet,  through  his  right  of  patron- 
age, the  ruling  spirit  These  pulled  Pope  here,  and  ordered  him 
there,  until  they  made  themselves  responsible  for  all  his  short- 
comings. The  only  wonder  is,  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
Pope  accomplished  as  much  as  he  did.  A  patriot  martyr, 
whose  word  could  be  implicitly  relied  on,  reported  these  facts, 
as  well  as  the  admission  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  who  was  honest 
enough  to  confess  that  "  Pope  went  all  right  enough,  until  one 
day  we  geed  him,  when  we  ought  to  have  hmoed  him,  and  then 
all  went  wrong !"  .This,  doubtless,  referred  to  Halleck,  or  his 
council,  insisting  upon  Pope  "  geeing  "  in  his  retreat,  to  cover 
Fredericksburg  as  a  place  of  disembarkation  for  reinforcements 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  when  Pope  wanted  to  mass  to 
the  right,  and  stop  the  gaps  through  the  Bull  Run  Mountains ; 
at  the  same  time  receiving  reinforcements  through  Alexandria. 
Pope  has  never  received  full  or  even  justice  at  the  hands  of 
any  writer  who  has  as  yet  prepared  a  history  of  the  great 
American  conflict.*  A  military  history  of  the  war  has  not  yet 
been  written.  In  that,  if  the  pen  is  not  dipped  in  prejudice, 
the  commander  of  the  "  Army  of  Virginia "  during  its  last 
campaign  will  receive  more  credit  than  has  hitherto  been  ac- 
corded to  him.  The  writer  is  no  particular  admirer  of  Pope, 
but  he  is  a  believer  in  truth  and  justice  in  history,  and  a  wor- 
shipper of  good  old  fashioned  honesty  in  thought,  word  and 
deed.    The  author  who  has  been  most  severe  on  Pops  seems 


*  Since  this  was  written  the  second  Tolaiiie  of  Prof.  John  Wixj.iaic  Bbafbb's  CMl 
War  in  America  has  appeared,  which  does  Justice  to  Pops.  It  Is  somewhat  carious,  hot 
the  learned  and  dlstingalshed  profiessor  writing  In  his  study  In  Westchester  coniity,  and 
the  author  of  this  work  in  his  library  in  Dutchess  county,  unknown  to  each  other,  were 
taking  identically  the  same  views  of  Popb  and  his  operations,  and  using  in  one  or  tif  o 
sentences  the  very  same  words  and  in  many  expressing  exactly  similar  Ideas. 
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always  to  have  written  like  '*  Planchette,^'  submisBive  to  a 
superior  directing  will,  and  the  brilliancj  of  his  paragraphs 
has  often  misled  the  reader  into  accepting  his  prejadices  for 
unquestionable  narrative. 

PoPK  apparently  experienced  about  the  same  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  McClsllan,  or  whoever  regulated  that  generaPs 
movements,  as  many  of  the  French  generals,  during  the  Seven 
Tears*  War,  received  from  their  government  in  Paris,  but  more 
especially  from  their  associates  or  colleagues  in  command,  and 
just  about  as  much  support  as  the  Austrians  afforded  to  the 
Russians  at  that  period,  or  the  Russians  accorded  in  turn  to 
theuL  Had  they  pulled  together,  Fbsdbbick  must  inevitably 
have  succumbed.*  The  assistance  given  to  Popb  was  some*' 
thing  equivalent  to  that  of  Lord  Geobgb  Sackyille  to  Fbrdi- 
NAN.D,  of  Brunswick,  at  the  battle  of  Minden,  in  1759,  because 
the  Englishman  was  "  too  proud  to  submit  to  the  control  of  a 
German  prince,"  or,  perhaps,  more  akin  to  that  which  Langkron^ 
the  Russian  subordinate,  lent  to  Blucher  until  events  com- 
pelled entire  submission.  If  any  reader  does  not  comprehend 
this,  let  him  examine  the  secret  history  of  these  events  and  he 
will  be  astonished  when  he  learns  to  what  lengths  jealousy  or 
worse  will  carry  military  leaders.  This  was  exemplified  by 
Bernadotte's  conduct  toward  Dayoust  at  the  period  of  Auer- 
Btadt,  in  1806,  when  Thiers  states  that  he  refused  to  support 
Dayoust  and  lefl  liim  alone  in  the  presence  of  the  Prussian 
army,  subsquently  exhibited  in  regard  to  Bulow,  Tauenzeik, 
Borstbll  and  even  Blucher,  in  1818,  in  fact  toward  all  his 
colleagues  and  the  general  cause  throughout  the  German  and 
French  campaigns  of  1813,  1814.f    The  inner  history  of  the 

*  SnwAiiorF.  at  the  head  of  the  Aostro-Russlan  army,  cleared  Italy  (Gtonoa  and  Riviera 
excepted)  of  the  BepubllcanB;  the  Archdukx  Charlks  defeated  Jourdaik,  and  drove 
him  back  across  the  Rhine  and  obliged  Masskna  to  abandon  Zurich,  and  retire  behind 
the  Aar;  while,  at  the  same  time,  an  Anglo-Ruaeian  army  landed  in  Holland.  But 
JXALOVBIBB  and  an  Ignorance  of  the  simplest  principles  of  strategy  mined  this  fidr  com- 
mencement.    Gen.  Mitch  ell's  "  Biographic*  of  Sminent  Sotdtera,"  page  177. 

The  DuKS  OT  Wbllihoton  and  Bluchkr  got  on  admirably  together  daring  their 
short  campaign  (1815) ;  bat  the  Imbecile  arrogance  so  conbtantty  displayed  by  the  Spanish 
oommanders  rendered  it  impossible  for  English  officers  to  act  In  concert  with  them.  JMd., 
page  286. 

t  The  reader  will  pardon  a  Dbw  Airther  remarks  In  regwrd  to  the  pernldoos  Inflnence 
upon  public  fdSkiis  of  Jealonsies—  nay,  even  rivalries  — between  generals;  the  more  dan- 
gerooB  in  this  ooantry,  a  republic,  than  In  a  monarchy,  because  here  every  *^""'"aLmw^  -~ 
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Italian  war  of  1859,  and  of  the  Seven  Weeks'  War  in  1866, 
might  disclose  some  such  deafness  as  affected  Dauit  when 
he  left  Laudohn  to  take  care  of  himself  at  Liegnitz. 
Upon  this  occasion  "  neither  the  Marshal  (Daun)  nor  Lasct 

through  the  press,  or  political  affiliations — makes  himself  the  xepreeentatlve  of  a  party  or 
the  available  weapon  of  a  "ring." 

As  a  striking  evidence  of  what  dUBcnltles  uid  complications  arise  ftom  such  jealonsies 
between  generals  of  equal  rank  and  reputation,  even  in  absolute  monarchies,  take  the 
case  of  Onkiskkau.  in  the  Waterloo  campaign  of  1815.  His  abUities  were  conceded  by  alL 
Like  Nafoi.son's  idea  of  the  French  republic,  they  needed  no  acknowledgment.   They 
were  as  clearly  visible  as  the  sun;  the  blind  could  appreciate  them.   Throughout  the 
campaigns  of  181&-'l4  (after  the  untimely  fkU  of  Schahnhobst  at  Lntsen,  or  Gross  Gor- 
schen),  he  had  mixed  the  pills  which  Bluchxb  administered.   Nevertheless,  the  foor 
senior  Prussian  generals  considered  "  it  a  point  of  honor  not  to  allow  themselves  to  be  put 
under  the  command  of  a  Junior  In  commission."   TAURSfzxisr  founded  his  daboos  on  his 
storm  of  Wlttlngberg ;  Yobx  on  his  success  (subordinate  to  the  direction  of  Bluchkr,  and 
according  to  the  plans  of  Gnkisknau)  at  Wurtemburg,  flrom  which  ho  derived  his  title, 
and  to  his  patriotic  course  at  TAUBOOOBir,  which  committed  Prussia  to  the  War  of  Libera- 
tion for  Germany ;  Bulow  for  his  undoubtedly  glorious  conduct  at  Gross  Beeren  and 
Dennewltz,  and  Klkist  to  his  equally  conceded  decisive  gallantry  at  Culm.     What 
was  the  result?   Blucheb  was  indispensable;  and  if  Bx.vcinEB  had  command,  GNXia- 
KKAU  was  Indispensable  to  him,  and,  as  chief  of  his  staff,  and  cognisant  of  his  plans,  must 
succeed  to  the  supreme  command  in  case  of  Blucksr's  foil  or  illness.   The  result  was, 
Tauenzkin  and  Tobk  were  honorably  shelved  with  peace  commands  in  war  time;  Ki.sibt 
received  the  command  of  the  "  army  of  reserve/*  which  Bluchbb  and  Gmkiskkau,  by 
their  conduct  of  afblrs,  rendered  unnecessary ;  and  Bctlow  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
another  reserve  corps,  not  expected  to  be  brought  into  action.  He  was  not  at  Llgny,  and  wsa 
somewhat  blamed  for  dllatorlness  at  that  period  of  the  campaign ;  and  as  he  could  not  object 
to  serve  under  Blctchbb,  and  as  Bli7chbb  kept  the  saddle,  he  was  pushed  fbrward  into 
Waterloo.  That  victory  settled  the  matter  in  regard  to  the  obedience  of  Prussian  generals, 
In  1815,  as  the  victory  of  the  Katsbach  crushed  out  all  such  bickerings  in  the  Russian  lieuten- 
ants of  Bluchkb  in  1818.    Still,  if  such  thing&  can  occur  in  absolute  monarchies,  how  much 
more  likely  are  they  to  do  so  in  republics,  and  the  more  reason  to  provide  sgainst  them  by 
instant  removals  and  subsequent  severe  ptmlshments  in  case  of  any  display  of  lukewarm 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  any  corps  or  division  commander.   Such  Jealousies  would  have 
mined  Napoi.bon's  cause  in  Spain  under  the  most  fovorable  auspices ;  they  did  ruin- It,  and 
speedily,  under  existing  circumstances.    King  Josbph,  nominally  commander-in-chief, 
could  do  nothing  with  the  arrogant  lieutenants,  French  marshals  sent  him  by  Nafolxov 
and  JouBDAiN.  his  chief  of  staff  (whom  the  Emperor  acknowledged  to  be  a  true  patriot, 
yet  disliked  him  because  he  had  gained  what  Napolbon  had  not—  a  battle  (Fleums) 
which  saved  France  —  a  victory  as  influential,  if  not  more  so,  than  any  of  his  own),  threw 
up  his  hands  in  despair  at  the  insubordination  of  those  on  whose  cheerfbl  co-operation 
success  inevitably  depended.   The  culmination  of  the  row  was  Vittoria,  and  ended  the 
French  career  in  Spain.    Massbna  previously  had  had  to  send  Nxy  home  for  pf)sltive  dis- 
obedience ;  and  Welunotok  owed  more  than  one  escape  flram  the  closing  vice  because 
one  Jaw,  a  French  marahal  (who,  according  to  LANmes'  Idea,  was  better  than  a  king)  would 
not  work  evenly,  or  make  his  moves  subservient  to  another  marshal  after  such  moves 
were  indispensable  to  success. 

SotTLT,  in  1814,  Implored  SucHST  to  Join  him  for  the  battle  of  Thoulouse,  offering  to 
cede  the  chief  command  to  him  and  fill  a  second  part  If  he  would  do  so.  Suchbt,  playing 
the  despotic  king  In  Catalonia,  liked  that  duty  better  than  propping  a  lost  cause  under 
another ;  and  taking  the  hint  of  Marshal  Clarkx,  Duke  of  Feltre.  the  French  Minister  of 
War,  who  knew  "the  thing  was  played  out,"  "could  not  see  it"— that  Is,  the  force  of 
SouLT's  disinterested  patriotism ;  and  so  Soult  came  to  grief,  and  Wbllinoton  beat 
him  and  captured  Thoulouse.  Pope  was  exactly  in  the  same  plight  as  Gnxisenau, 
JouBDAiN  and  MASaXVA. 

51 
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(his  lieutenant)  heard  the  firing  of  the  artillery,  behind  Pfaffen* 
dorf,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  (2  miles  English),  although 
there  were  two  hundred  cannon  playing  in  the  two  armies,'* 
and  heavy  cannon  at  that.  There  is  a  similar  story  told  of 
GoRGEY,  when  he  left  the  First  Corps,  under  Nagy  Shandor, 
exposed  on  the  2d  August,  1849,  to  the  attack  of  the  whole 
Russian  army,  under  Paskiewitch.  The  evening  before  he  said 
to  his  staff,  "To-morrow,  Nagy  Shandor  will  get  a  dressing;" 
and  yet  he,  the  superior,  took  no  measures  to  protect  his  sub- 
ordinate from  the  licking  {WUkfif  German)  he  was  sure  to 
receive.  Our  own  military  records  are  not  free  from  such  an- 
tagonisms. The  New  England  troops  would  not  support 
Schuyler  against  Burgoyne;  even  Starke  held  back,  and 
Lee  ruined  himself  by  such  conduct  at  Monmouth.  Unfortun- 
ately, history  swarms  with  such  exemplifications  of  the  country 
subordinated  to  self,  and  at  Solferino  there  was  considerable 
ill-feeling  evinced  at  the  non-co-operation  of  one  never  before  so 
reproached,  whose  corps,  says  Bossou,  was  nicknamed  by  its 
comrades,  "La  Providence  des  families." 

Kearny  seemed  to  feel  none  of  that  unwillingness  to  serve 
under  Pope  which  actuated  so  many  of  his  rank  in  the  army  of 
the  Potomac.    He  appeared  to  comprehend  the  whole  case. 

"  How  do  they  expect  Pope,"  he  wrote,  under  date  of  August 
4th,  1862,  "  to  beat,  with  a  very  inferior  force,  the  veterans  of 
EwELL  and  Jackson?  Get  me  and  my  *  fighting  division' 
with  Pope,"  and  in  the  same  letter,  "  with  Pope's  army  I  would 
breathe  again." 

Little  did  he  dream,  when  he  wrote  thus,  that  within  three 
weeks  he  would  "breathe  freely  again,"  as  he  desired,  and, 
alas !  in  another  week,  breathe  no  more  the  breath  of  this  life. 
With  what  eagerness  he  looked  forward  to  being  relieved  from 
what,  to  him,  was  the  crushing  weight  o^  irresolute  mediocrity, 
superior  in  rank,  inferior  in  capacity,  vacillating  in  purpose  and 
weak  in  execution,  and  of  a  following  ( Gefolge)  as  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  their  chief,  or,  rather,  through  him  to  their  own 
interests,  as  the  Homeric  Myrmidons  to  Achilles,  or  the  Zeich- 
tach^  or  foster-brethren-life-guard,  to  a  Highland  chief. 

Kearny's  breathing  again  was  very  much  like  the  rally  or 
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flow  of  spirits  in  a  man  about  to  perish,  whicb  the  Scotch  called 
"  fey."  His  prayer  was  granted,  and  j^biifMal — the  best  word 
for  Fate,  since  it  signifies  something  sent  by  a  higher  power 
which  a  mortal  cannot  shnn — ^relieved  him  and  placed  him 
where  there  was  no  Laodicean  controller  of  events  to  fetter  his 
ardent  soul  or  trouble  his  spirit  more. 


CHAPTER    XXIX 

POPE  AND  THE  "  ARMY  OF  VIRGINIA." 

(No.  2.) 
THE  SECOND  BATTLE  AT  MANASSAS.* 

GAINSYILLB,  GBOYETON,   BULL  BITN  SECOND. 

'*  Bee,  her  generoas  troops. 
Whose  pay  was  glory,  and  their  best  reward 
Free  A>r  their  country  and  ft)r  me  to  die." 

TKoiuoir's  "Xfteity." 

**  The  retreat  (after  Gbovstost)  was  condocted  In  good  order  across  Bull  Bun.  General 
Btahl's  brigade  was  the  last  to  cross  Stone  Bridge,  which  was  aooomplished  at  midnight, 
without  molestation  ttom  Lks,  who  was  too  much  exhausted  to  make  the  attempt  to  ront 
the  fbrty  thousand  men  who  had  resisted  the  attack  of  all  his  troops  — the  same  army 
which  had  compelled  General  McCleixait,  commanding  an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand, 
to  move  from  the  Chickahomlny  to  the  James. 

**  The  battle  of  Grovkton  was,  therefore,  one  of  the  most  bravely  fought  and  obstinate 
contests  of  the  war;  — fought  by  General  Popk  under  adverse  circumstances, —great 
Inferiority  of  numbers,  with  a  subordinate  commander  who  disobeyed  orders ;  with  other 
officers  who  manifested  no  hearty  co-operation.  It  will  be  for  the  ftiture  historian  to  do 
ftiU  JuAtice  to  the  brave  men  who  made  so  noble  a  fight,  who,  had  they  been  supported  as 
they  should  have  been,  would  doubtless  have  won  a  glorious  victory."  —  Cablktox*s 
*'  IbUowtng  the  Flag:'  pages  180, 181. 

"  ThlB  latter  (Jackson)  meets  the  army  of  General  Pope  on  the  very  battle-field  ol 
Bull-Bun ;  this  time  there  is  no  panic,  but  a  dreadfhl  effhslon  of  blood  that  lasts  two  days.' 
>-  **  Jha  United  SUxtet  during  the  War.''  By  AuaxjSTxLAtraEL,  pages  2-6. 

"  Kino's  Division  of  our  corps  had  encountered,  near  Groveton,  JacksoK's  forces,  uhom 
Kkarnv  had  in  the  afternoon  drivmi  out  of  OsntrevilUt  and  toho  vfere  relreattnir  towards 
Thoroughfare  Gap  to  form  a  Junction  with  the  main  army.  About  the  same  time  Bick- 
KTT's  Division  became  engaged  with  Lokostbbkt's  0)rpe,  near  Thoronghikre  Gi^,  abont 
eight  miles  Airther  west.  Both  actions  were  severe,  but  not  decisive  for  either  side."— 
Woodward's  "  Our  Ckanpaigna,'*  page  178. 

"  Our  loss  daring  the  day  was  estimated  by  General  Fopk  at  from  six  to  eight  thousand 
killed  and  wounded  and  Generals  Hookkr  and  Kbabny,  who  had  been  over  the  whole 
field,  separately  estimated  the  loss  of  the  enemy  at  Ji-wn  two  to  one  and  ttom  three  to  one  of 
their  own." —Woodward's  "  Our  Campaigns^"  page  181. 

*  In  the  examination  of  this  campaign,  the  writer  has  received  the  greatest  asslstanoo 
ftt>m  army  maps  and  an  exquisite  series  of  plans  of  Fopk's  battles,  fomlshed  to  him  by 
Hfslor-General  A.  A.  Hiticphbiets,  Chlef-of-Bnglneers,  U.  8.  A.,  whose  kindness  in  simi- 
lar respects,  has  been  previously  noticed.  The  plan  of  the  battle-field  of  ChantiUy  was 
drawn  for  Uie  writer  by  Brevet  (Colonel  W.  H.  Paink,  Topographical  Staff.  The  writer 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing  his  obligations  to  these  gentlemen;  also  to  the  latter  for 
most  valuable  information  which  enabled  him  to  form  his  judgmeat. 
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THK  IICPSTUO6ITT  or  KXARNY  AND  HOOKXB'S  ATTACK  AT  BBISTOW  AND  BXTLL  RlTN  2D. 

—"On  We<lnesday  last,  27th  August,  Kicabny  and  Hookeb  attacked  the  enemy  about  one 
and  arhair  miles  beyond  SrisUno;  the  enemy  at  that  point  being  commanded  by  General 
EWBix.  Our  Ibrces  attacked  the  rebels  with  such  Impetuosity,  that  they  fell  back  in  some 
conAislon  at  least  two  miles.  Night  came  on,  which  saved  the  enemy  flrom  total  rout. 
Yesterday  (Saturday,  80th  August),  at  daybreak,  Generals  Kkabny  and  Hookkb  opened 
the  ball,  the  enemy  Hilling  back  toward  Centreville.  At  this  point  our  fbrces  came  up 
with  them,  when  a  severe  engagement  ensued,  which  lasted,  until  dark,  with  heavy  losses 
on  both  sides.  The  enemy  fought  with  great  desperation,  and  the  shades  of  night  again 
caused  a  cessbtlon  of  hostilities."  —Xew  York  SenUd,  Sunday,  Aug.  81st,  1802,  p.  5,  OQl.  1. 

"  General  Hooksb,  as  at  Williamsburg,  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle  on  Thursday  (28th 
August),  and  as  he  fought  the  rebel  (General  Johnston  at  Williamsburg  and  defeated 
bim,  so  he  fought  the  rebel  General  Jackson  and  utterly  routed  him.  On  Friday  (29th 
August)  he  was  reinforced  by  General  Kkuint's  Division,  as  at  Williamsburg,  and  so 
these  two  divisions,  forming  Hxintzslican's  Oorps,  drove  the  enemy  to  ilia  toaU,  Hookxb'8 
and  Kearny'8  Divisions  have  done  morefighHng  than  arty  others  In  the  Army  ttf  the  JMomae, 
and  their  ranks  are  terribly  decimated."  —  New  York  Meraldt  Sept.  2A,  1882,  p.  1,  coL  8. 

On  the  night  of  the  22d  of  Angast  oconrred  the  **  camisado," 
or  surprise,  of  Catlett's  Station,  by  Stuart.  Contrary  to  the 
opinion  generally  received  as  correct,  Sttjakt's  Chief-of-Staff, 
Von  Borckb,  in  his  "Memoirs  of  the  Confederate  War," 
demonstrates  that  all  our  troops  did  not  behave  badly;  and 
that  some  of  the  Union  infantry,  despite  the  surprise,  storm 
and  fearful  darkness,  stood  up  to  their  work  like  true  Northern 
men.  On  the  23d,  Lbs  was  in  possession  of  Pope's  secrets;  on 
the  24th,  his  movements,  based  on  their  discovery,  were  ma- 
tured ;  and  on  the  25th,  Jackson  was  off  on  that  daring  flank 
march  which  did  result  so  disastrously  to  us,  but  should  have 
ended  so  ruinously  to  him. 

The  very  night  of  Stuabt's  "  onfall,"  Phil.  Ebarny,  ever 
foremost  —  as  in  front  of  Alexandria,  July,  1861 ;  as  into  Cen- 
treville, Manassas,  9~llth  March,  1B62 ;  as  up  to  Williamsburg, 
5th  May,  and  at  Fair  Oaks,  Slst  May,  1862  —  was  at  Burke's 
Station,  and  on  the  morning  of  August  25th,  when  Jackson 
moved,  at  Warrenton.  Thus  the  first,  the  very  first  division 
of  the  "  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  which  effectually  in  its  place 
in  the  line,  re-enforced  the  *'  Army  of  Virginia  "  was  Kkaent's, 
brought  up  by  the  same  energy  which  carried  it  ahead  of,  and 
by,  all  others,  for  Hookbb's  salvation,  in  the  first  battle  of  the 
Peninsula. 

PoPB  had  not  been  surprised,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  tenn, 
by  Lbe.  He  was  aware  of  the  flanking  movement  of  Jackson  ; 
but,  even  in  this  critical  emergency,  he  was  crippled  by  the 
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intermeddliDg  of  the  WashingtoD  War-Junta.  This  muBt  have 
been  the  time  to  whioh  Lincoln  alluded,  when  he  said  they 
ge^d  him  when  they  ought  to  have  haiixPd  him.  They  tied  his 
left  to  Fredericksburg,  when  he  ought  to  have  been  allowed  to 
cut  loose  and  move  to  the  right.  Assurances  of  speedy  re-en- 
forcements were  so  precise  and  definite,  that  he  felt  warranted 
in  holding  his  position.  He  was  assured  that  30,000  would 
reach  him  by  the  25th,  but  on  the  evening  of  that  day  only 
7,000  or  8,000  had  come  up. 

On  the  26th,  Lonostbext,  who  had  kept  up  a  show  of  force 
in  front  of  Pops,  yet  all  the  while  creeping  away  to  his  right, 
coipaenced  his  march  to  unite  with  Jackson,  who,  having  left 
Salem  at  daybreak,  was  passing  through  Thoroughfare  Gap. 
Pops  then  abandoned  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  under- 
took to  throw  his  whole  force  in  the  direction  of  OainsviUe 
and  Manassas  Junction.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  he  had 
54,000  infantry,  made  up  of  his  own  ^'  Army  of  Virginia  *'  and  the 
i-e-enforcements  which  had  reached  him  from  Burnsidb^s  Corps 
and  the  Army  of  the  Potomaa  He  had  also  nominally  4,000 
cavalry,  but  their  horses  were  so  broken  down  that  hardly  500 
were  fit  for  service.    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

Those  who  most  admire  Napolbon^s  efforts  in  1814  seem  to 
belong  to  the  same  class  with  those  who  are  the  loudest  in  their 
condemnation  of  Popb,  and  yet,  although  they  might  not  be 
willing  to  admit  it,  there  is  a  closer  resemblance  between  the 
plans  of  Napoleon  and  those  whioh  Pope  now  sought  to  exe- 
cute than  would  appear  without  critical  examination. 

Pope  was  blamed  for  setting  out  with  tha  idea  that  all-absorb- 
ing attention  to  bases  and  lines  of  supply  were  not  indispensable 
to  success.  More  than  one  general,  renowned  in  war,  attained 
his  object  for  the  very  reason  that  he  set  iron-clad  rules  at  defi- 
ance, and  substituted  the  lights  of  genius  for  the  laws  of  blind 
theory.  Mai^lbobouoh  achieved  his  greatest  triumph,  Blen- 
heim, in  1 704,  by  cutting  loose  from  his  base  and  plunging  for- 
ward with  audacity  into  the  very  midst  of  the  enemy.  Prince 
Eugene,  in  1706,  saved  Turin,  and  compelled  the  French  to 
evacuate  Italy  by  a  manoeuvre  — as  a  rule,  universally  con- 
demned—  a  flank  march  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy,  after 
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cutting  entirely  loose  from  his  base.  Another  wonderful 
instance  of  a  triumphant  flank  march  and  turning  movement-in- 
attack,  is  that  of  Stoxbwall  Jackson  the  evening  before  he 
fell.  It  will  be  cited  to  his  credit  as  long  as  military  history  is 
written,  and  will  rank  with  any  on  record.*  Napoleon  him- 
self violated,  again  and  again,  acknowledged  principles,  and 
achieved  the  most  brilliant  results  when  he  did  so.  Fbedebick 
THE  Great,  in  like  manner,  ignored  what  routine  generals  seek 
to  consecrate  as  principle  to  cloak  their  own  limited  capacity 
or  utter  incapacity  to  improvise.  Ibeahim  Pasha,  by  a  flank 
march,  in  1839,  on  a  very  small  scale  in  comparison,  but  still 
similar  to  that  of  Prince  Eugene,  in  1709,  turned  the  Turkish 
position,  almos^  if  not  in  sight  of  his  antagonist,  possessed  of  • 
equal  if  not  superior  light  cavalry,  at  Nezib,  and  ended  the 
campaign  by  destroying  the  Sultan's  army.  It  is  true  that  it 
does  not  do  for  little  men  to  play  the  big  game ;  but  Pope  was 
not  a  little  man.  If  mere  flashes  of  genius  constitute  greatness, 
he  was  as  much  better  a  general  than  MgClellan,  as  the  latter 
was  better  than  the  commander  at  Big  Bethel.  The  day  will 
come  when  his  campaign  of  August,  1862,  will  redound  as  much 
to  his  credit  as  McClellan's  whole  career  will  be  condemned 
*  for  want  of  every  element  of  true  or  brilliant  generalship.  . 

What  is  more,  if  Lee  had  been  the  great  general  which  blind 
admiration  insists  that  he  was,  he  could  have  gone  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  heaven  only  knows  how  much  farther  in  1863,  if  he 
had  imitated  Mablbobough  in  1704;  Prince  Eugene  in  1706; 
Napoleon  in  1796''7,  in  1805,  in  1806,  in  1814;  and  even 
Ibbahim  Pasha  in  1839.  This  is  susceptible  of  proo^  and 
Major-General  Philip  Keabnt,  overestimating  Lee,  seems  to 
have  feared  such  a  resultf    It  was  a  fortunate  thing  for  the 


*  The  secret  of  the  Bebel  succeos  at  caaanoellon-Tllle  was  the  sentiment  which  filled  the 
breasts  of  the  Fren<A  BepobUoan  soldiery  of  1792-7,  which  enabled  them  to  perform  soeh 
ondlaclplined  miracles  against  dlsdpUned  odds.  (Witness  Cabkot's  ftunons  Beport  of  the 
4th  ICarch.  1796,  inserted  In  J.  Talka's  *'  Chronological  Account  *  •  of  the  French  Bevo- 
lutlon,  178»-I79S.")  In  1818.  the  same  idea  permeated  Bluchka's  "Army  of  Silesia,  aa 
attested  by  its  effects  upon  the  Bussian  general  Ostkx  Sachibn'b  reply  to  firm  old  Mar- 
shal FOBWAKna,  when  on  the  28th  August,  ISU,  he  reoelyed  the  orders  to  "  go  in."  "  TeU 
the  general,"  he  replied, "  Hurra  I "  —  "Adams  (Cb.,  I'am,)  SenUnel,"  Ist  December,  181& 

t  See  WiLKBs'  "$pirU  of  the  21me«,"  Vol.  Vn,  No.  25.  Oct.,  1862,  page  118,  Kkaknt'b 
Jietter  of  4th  Angust.  1882. 
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Uorth  that  Stonewall  Jackson  was  effectually  disposed  of  on 
that  bright  moonlight  night,  2d  May,  1863,  and  did  not  survivey 
as  the  ^' right  hand,'Vto  execute  the  plans  with  which  his  active, 
acute  brain  inspired  Lee,  when  the  latter  invaded  Pennsylvania 
in  June,  1863. 

After  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  August  9th,  1862,  analo* 
gous,  under  some  aspects,  to  that  of  Brienne,  February  1st  and 
2d,  1814,  Lee  made  a  forward  movement  on  Washington  very 
much  akin  to  that  of  Blucheb  toward  Paris.  On  the  9th  of 
February,  1814,  the  Army  of  Silesia  was  dislocated  and  strung 
out  on  the  arc  of  a  circle,  irom  the  Marne  to  Montmirail,  fifty 
miles  from  front  to  rear,  very  much  as  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  was  extended  on  the  25th  and  2dth  of  August,  1802, 
over  about  the  same  distance  from  the  Rappahannock  to  Salem 
and  the  Thoroughfare  Gap.  Napoleon  at  Sezanne  occupied 
very  much  the  same  position  relative  to  Bluohbb,  and  with  the 
same  intentions,  as  Pops  at  Rappahannock  Station,  and  then 
Warrenton,  to  Lee.  By  a  series  of  actions,  attacks  in  flank, 
by  biinging  his  forces  almost  as  a  unit  against  fractions  of  his 
enemy,  in  eight  days  Napoleon  inflicted  such,  a  succession  of 
defeats  upon  the  Russo-Prussians,  as  would  have  settled  any 
other  antagonist  but  Blucheb.*  Pope's  efforts  lasted  almost 
exactly  the  same  time  —  eight  days,  August  25th  to  September 
2d ;  but,  badly  supported,  if  not  abandoned,  with  intentions  and 
ideas  as  clear  as  those  of  the  French  Emperor,  he  failed  where 
Napoleon  succeeded.  Nevertheless,  Pope  so  crippled  Les, 
that  had  Sheridan  or  Thomas  commanded  the  ^  Army  of  the 
Potoriiac,"  the  career  of  the  *'  Army  oi  Northern  Virginia  ** 
would  have  ended  at  Antietam,  just  as  "  fiery  Phil.*'  disposed 
of  Early  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  in  the  autumn  of  1864,  or 
bull-dog  Thomas  rubbed  out  Hood  between  the  Cumberland 
and  Tennessee,  in  December  of  the  same  year.  What  is  more. 
Pope's  problem  involved  natural  difficulties,  which  were  absent 
firom  that  of  Napoleon.    The  Bull  Run  Mountains  presented 


•  "  That  olddoTll  (Bluchks)  always  attacked  me  with  the  same  vigor.  If  he  was  wonted 
the  next  moment  he  demonstrated  that  he  was  ready  to  renew  the  fight."  —NArauBos'a 
•'complimentary  tribato  to  the  boll-dog  tenacity  of  Blucksb,"  addressed  to  MiOor> 
Goneral  Sib  Nixl  Camfbxll  in  1814. — Littxll's  LMno  Age,  1302,  Uth  May,  U6B,  p.  417  (2) 
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a  screen  to  Lsb's  operations,  which  were  entirely  wantini::  to 
those  of  Bluchbk,  On  the  other  hand,  Napoleon  exorcisi«d 
despotic  authority,  and  the  supersedure  of  Victor  demonfitrated 
how  little  attention  he  paid  to  the  rank  or  feelings  of  a  subordi- 
nate, who  did  not  come  to  time  or  answer  his  expectations. 
Napoleon  was  ably  supported,  whereas  Pope,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  coadjutor  on  whom  everything  depended,  was 
"  left  to  get  out  of  his  scrape  "  as  best  he  could.  Viewed  in 
the  light  of  truth  and  weighed  in  the  scale  of  justice.  Pope's 
eight  days  in  August,  1862,  will  not  compare  unfavorably,,  when 
existing  circumstances,  human  difficulties  and  natural  obstacles 
are  taken  into  account,  to  Napoleon's  eight  days,  0th  to  17th 
of  February,  1814. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  Jackson  rushed  through  the 
Thoroughfare  Gap  with  the  same  fiery  energy  with  which  Mon- 
trose, in  1645,  swooped  down  upon  Argyle.  At  sundown,  he 
was  at  Bristow  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad, 
which  constituted  Pope's  principal  line  of  supply,  directly  in 
Pope's  rear.  Trimble,  with  two  regiments  of  infantry,  about 
600  men,  and  Stuabt,  with  his  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  pressed 
on,  hot  foot,  through  the  darkness,  to  Manassas  Junction,  where 
they  captured  a  vast  amount  of  stores :  in  fact,  this  was  the 
only  grand  depot  short  of  Washington.  With  the  exception 
of  little  above  what  was  about  sufficient  to  feed  Jackson's  hun- 
gry  followers  for  a  single  day,  everything  was  destroyed.  The 
rebels  swept  on  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  to  Burke's  Sta- 
tion, within  twelve  miles  of  Alexandria. 

Here  Brigadier-General  Taylor,  who  succeeded  Kearny  in 
the  conmiand  of  the  latter's  glorious  Fibst  New  Jbbsby  Bri- 
gade—  Kearny's  own,  which  grew  from  a  pygmy  into  a  giant 
under  his  fostenng  care — 1,000  men,  was  hurled  upon  Ewell. 
On  the  26th  August,  at  Bull  Run  Bridge,  it  was  called  upon  to 
confront "  the  entire  corps  of  Stonewall  Jackson,"  comprising, 
according  to  Greeley  (ii,  181  [1]),  "ten  brigades  and  twelve 
batteries."  As  may  be  imagined,  it  was  obliged  to  fall  back,  hav- 
ing lost,  in  killed,  wounded,  prisoners  and  missing,  283,  over  a 
quarter  of  the  number  which  were  engaged.  Its  commander, 
mortally  wounded,  lingered  to  die  on  the  very  same  day  that 

52 
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Kearny  fell,  1st  September,  1S62.  Foster  records  that  Stone- 
wall Jackson  '^  said  that  he  had  rarely  seen  a  body  of  men  who 
stood  up  so  gallantly  in  the  &ce  of  overwhelming  odds  as  did 
the  Jersey  troops  on  this  occasion."  Kearny's  teaching  and 
example  had  not  been  lost  with  the  troops  he  had  made. 
Kearny's  spirit  was  with  them  and  in  them  to  the  last. 

To  any  one  of  common  sense,  this  must  show  clearly  the  utter 
want  of  foresight  which  compelled  Pope  to  cling  so  long  to 
Fredericksburg.  It  was  a  complete  illustration  of  the  invariable 
tactics  of  the  Austrian  Aulic  Council,  always  desirous  of  hold- 
ing everything,  even  the  unimportant  to  the  neglect  of  the 
essential,  and  thereby  losing  everything.  When  will  men  learn  ? 
^When  will  common  sense  rule?  Will  humanity  ever  profit  by 
the  lessons  of  the  past?  Alas!  it  is  to  be  feared  never,  if 
civilians,  or  politicians,  or  pedants  are  to  exercise  the  chief  com- 
mand, and  men  like  Kearny  be  shoved,  like  a  plug,  into  the 
gap  to  lose  their  lives  in  stopping  the  torrent  let  in  by  inca- 
pacity and  worse. 

Pope  and  Lee  were  now  in  situations  equally  dangerous,  in 
some  respects.  It  is  true  that  Pope's  communications  were  cut 
and  the  enemy  was  in  his  i;ear ;  still  Pope's  re-enforcements 
were  coming  up  in  that  very  quarter,  and  with  ordinary  energy 
could  sweep  away  the  audacious  foe — with  a  little  alacrity, 
annihilate  him.  The  rebel  generals,  on  the  other  hand,  had  so 
dislocated  their  forces  that  two  days'  march  intervened  between 
their  right  and  left.  Frederick,  under  such-  circumstances, 
would  have  exclaimed,  like  Cromwell  at  Dunbar,  that  the 
Lord  had  delivered  the  enemy  into  his  hand ;  Napoleon  would 
have  declared,  as  on  the  18th  Brumaire,  that  the  god  of  war 
and  the  god  of  victoiy  was  on  his  side ;  Bluchbr  would  have 
sworn  a  thousand  honest  oaths,  tossed  his  pipe  into  the  air  like 
DoLF  at  Haynau,  or  Seydlitz  at  Rosbach,  and  cut  in. 

Pope  had  ability  enough  to  appreciate  his  opportunity,  but 
he  was  clogged  with  the  half-heartedness  of  those  with  whom 
he  had  to  operate.  Fortunately  he  had  a  few  stalwart  and  true 
subordinates.  On  the  27th  of  August  he  hurled  Hooker  upon 
EwELL,  who  was  driven  back  with  a  loss  of  a  part  of  his  bag- 
gage.   On  the  28th,  he  launched  "the  prompt"  Kearny  against 
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Jackson.  Eeasny,  like  the  Douglass,  ''ever  faithfal  and 
true,''  drove  Jackson's  rear  guard  out  of  Centerville,  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  28th,  and  the  main  body  of  the  Confederates 
fled  by  the  way  of  the  Sudley  Springs  Road  and  Warrenton 
Turnpike,  destroying  the  bridges  over  the  little  streams  behind 
them.  PoBTEB,  who  was  to  have  supported  Ebarnt,  "  failed 
utterly  to  obey  the  orders  which  were  sent  to  him,  giving  as  an 
excuse  that  his  men  were  tired,  although  his  corps  was  by  far 
the  freshest  in  the  whole  army."*    Thus  the  blow  by  which 

*  **  Hiid  BABCUkT  DK  TOLLT  (after  Dresden,  1813)  obeyed  the  order  and  Joined  Ostxr- 
XAK2r*s  corps  on  the  Ptrna  road,  the  force  in  that  direction  would  have  been  strong  enough 
to  make  head,  both  against  Vakdamhib  and  Uie  French  Ouards ;  bnt  the  Busslan  com- 
mander, conceiving  that  he  might  be  placed  in  great  peril  if  the  French  pushed  rapidly 
along  the  Plrna  road,  that  he  might  even  be  cut  off  and  encompassed  by  the  principal  pari 
of  their  army,~whlch,  had  they  followed  the  pursuit  vigorously,  was  very  possible,— took 
upon  himself  to  disobey  the  order  of  the  Field-Marshal,  and,  to  save  his  own  corps,  en- 
dangered that  of  the  whole  army.—"  Hie  FaU  <tf  HfopoHnnJ*  "  The  SUtng  of  the  NdUon*^' 
by  MaJ.-Gen.  J.  Mxtchxi.1.,  voL  11.  pages  87  and  68. 

"  All  night  Austrian  and  Russian  troops  continued  to  poor  into  the  plain ;  and  orders 
were  sent  to  General  Klkxbt,  directing  him  to  hasten  the  march  of  his  Prussians,  and 
arrive  In  time  to  share  the  honors  of  the  battle.  The  oiScer  who  carried  this  order  found 
the  road  so  completely  encumbered  with  artillery  and  wagons  of  every  description,  that 
be  was  forced  to  dismount  and  make  his  way  on  foot;  but  these  obttaelea  damped  nal  Ihe 
zeal  (tfthe  JPntetian  commander,  who  declared  that  he  tooiUd  croM  thetwnmit  of  the  mowUatns 
rather  than  fan  the  canue  tn  danoer*»howr^  a  reaotution  at  bravely  acted  upon  as  tt  Tuid  tteen 
formed.'*—"  l%e  HOI  qf  Napoleon,'*  **  The  RMng  qT  the  ^attonM,"  by  M^:-Oen.  J.  Uitcbzll, 
vol.  IL  page  74. 

**  The  battle  of  Dennewlts  was  fought  and  gained  by  47,000  Prussians,  contending  against 
more  than  60,000  French,  that  actually  came  into  flre,  and  reflects  as  much  cr^t  on  the 
gallantry  of  the  troops  as  on  the  skill,  zeal  and  energy  of  the  commanders.  The  conduct 
of  Bdlow,  brother  of  the  author  of  the  *  Modem  System  of  War,'  and  who  confessed  that 
he  derived  all  his  military  knowledge  from  the  works  of  that  unfortunate  writer,  is  spoken 
of  as  above  all  praise;  and  even  Pxlxt  admits  that  the  Prussian  generals  manoeuvered 
with  the  greatest  ability. 

**  French  historians,  anxious  at  an  price  to  uphold  the  InfUlibUlty  of  Napolsor,  had 
ascribed  the  defeat  at  Dennewlts,  and  the  fidlure  of  the  expedition  against  Berlin,  to  the 
tardy  arrival  of  Marshal  Oudxnot,  who,  with'the  twelfth  corps,  only  reached  the  battle- 
field at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoop.  The  charQeaftardineMM  brought  against  the  mazahal 
may  not  be  uHthout  foundation,  and  hta  d€fcn»e  Ufar  from  MUtfaelory  ;  but  the  writers  who 
lay  so  much  stress  on  the  late  arrival  of  a  single  French  corps,  forgot  the  non-arrtval  of 
more  than  half  the  allied  army  who  ought  to  have  been  present  in  the  field;  and  on  the 
absence  of  which  neither  Kapoueon  nor  any  general  projecting  a  plan  of  attack  on  Berlin 
oould  ever  have  calculated.  If  Oudikot  was  discontented,  as  it  is  usual  to  assert,  to/krf 
tain  be  waSd  of  Napoleon-,  who  left  that  offiotr  to  terve  In  a  eubordinate  eapaeUy  In  the  very 
army  from  the  chief  command  of  which  he  had  Just  been  removed,  in  a  manner  that 
might  almost  be  termed  insulting.  Could  any  one,  possessing  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
human  character,  have  committed  such  an  error  at  such  a  moment  f  The-World  haa  been 
■tunned  with  the  praise  heaped  on  NAPOLBOiSr*B  pretended  skill  in  appreciating  individ- 
uals ;  and  yet  how  vastly  inferior,  in  tact  and  Judgment,  was  his  conduct  here  to  that  of 
ScHWABXKMBXBa  placing  the  disobedient  Babci^t  db  Toixt  in  command  of  the  troops 
eertain  to  conquer  at  Culm,  and  of  Bi.uohib's  reclaiming  the  envious  Lanozbon  by 
treating  his  misconduct  as  an  oversight  of  orders.'*  *'  The  FaU  of  Nc^dUon."  **  7%e  Suing 
0fthe  NaUom,**  by  M%|.-Oen.  J.  Mitgbxxx,  toL  ML  page  M. 
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Pope  justly  calculated  to  bag  Jackson,  or  destroy  him,  failed 
through  the  non-cooperation  of  McClellan^s  favorite  corps 
commander.* 

On  the  satne  aflernoon  that  Kearny  drove  Jackson  out  of 
Centreville,  LoNasTRBST  fought  his  way  through  Thorougfare 
Gap,  to  the  relief  of  his  hard-pressed  rebel  associates. 

The  wedge  which  Pope  had  fashioned  and  pointed  with  the 
steel  of  a  Kearny  and  a  Hooker,  to  split  asunder  Lss's  army, 
had  failed  because  the  beetle  of  the  reserve  would  not  give 
force  to  the  blow.  Pope,  however,  "  instead  of  being  ground 
to  powder,  had  manoeuvred  so  admirably,''  that,  had  he  been 
supported  by  all  his  subordinates  as  he  had  been  by  Kearny 
and  Hooker,  Jackson,  instead  of  himself,  would  have  crum* 
bled  beneath  the  upper  and  nether  millstone.  Nevertheless,  the 
grand  opportunity  had  not  been  improved.  77^  probability 
had  sunk  into  a  possibility. 

^^  The  morning  of  the  29th  of  August  dawned  calm,  clear 
and  beautifuL'^f  It  was  the  dawn  of  the  first  day's  battle  of 
Bull  Run  Second,  generally  known  as  the  Battle  of  Groveton. 
'^  Kearny  and  Hooker  were  astir  at  daylight,"  to  quote  the 
language  of  an  eye-witness.  ''  They  crossed  the  stream  at  the 
Stone  Bridge,  swung  out  into  the  fields,  and  moved  north  toward 
Sudley  Springs,  forcing  Jackson  back  on  Longstbeet,  who 
was  renting  afler  his  hard  march ;  his  men  eating  a  hearty  meal 
from  the  stores  captured  at  Manassas.  He  was  in  no  condition 
to  fight  at  that  early  hour. 

"  Time  slipped  away  —  precious  hoqrs  I  McDowell  had  not 
come,  Porter  had  not  been  heard  from.  *  Lonostrest  is  get* 
ting  ready,'  was  the  report  of  the  scouts. 

'^  Noon  passed ;  one  o'clock  came  around.  '  Lonostrsbt  is 
joining  Jackson,'  was  the  word  from  the  pickets. 

^'  The  attack  must  be  made  at  once,  if  ever.  It  began  at  two 
o'clock  by  Hooker  and  Kearny  on  the  right,  pushing  through 

•  «  Tbe  rebels  came  on  and  swept  ereirthSng  belbre  them,  completely  tnnilns^  tlie  left 
wins  of  the  anny.  There  was  no  support  whatever  behind  us,  and  somebody  was  evi- 
dently to  blame ;  It  looked  to  me  as  If  it  was  left  so  on  purpose  to  defieat  Pops—  the  old 
oorpa  oommandon  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  being  Jealous  of  him,  and  not  wUUdk  tf> 
oo-operate  with  him."— Page  1S2,  adUttenf  Lettcn,  edited  by  Ltdia  SfiKTUBif  Post. 

t  These  are  the  words  of  Caklstow  (an  eye-witness  of  much  that  he  reoordta),  in  hit 
"  moowino  CAs  Flag"  chap,  x,  page  189,  eta 
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the  woods  and  across  the  fields  between  Dogan's  house  and 
Sudley  Church. 

"  The  veterans  of  the  Peninsula  move  upon  an  enemy  whom 
they  have  met  before.  Jackson  has  made  the  line  of  a  half- 
finished  railroad  his  defense,  and  his  men  are  behind  the 
en^bahkment  and  in  the  excavations.  It  is  a  long,  desperate 
conflict.  There  are  charges  upon  the  enemy's  lines  and  repulses. 
Three  —  four — five  o'clock,  and  Porter  has  not  come,  Mc- 
Dowell, who  should  have  marched  north-west  to  Groveton,  to 
meet  Longsteeet,  has,  through  some  mistake,  marched  east  of 
that  place,  and  joined  the  line  where  KEARinr  and  Hooker  are 
dHving  Jackson. 

"  At  this  hour,  sunset  on  August  29th,  Kearny,  Hooker  and 
Reno  are  pushing  west,  north  of  the  turnpike,  close  upon  the 
heels  of  Jackson.  King's  Division,  of  McDowell's  Corps,  is 
moving  west  along  the  turnpike,  past  Dogan'r  house,  to  .attack 
what  has  been  Jackson's  right  centre,  but  which  is  now  the 
left  centre  of  the  united  forces  of  Jackson  and  Longstreet. 
Sigel's  brigades  have  been  shattered,  and  are  merely  holding 
their  ground  south  of  the  tutnpike.  Oh !  if  Porter,  with  his 
12,000  fresh  troops,  was  only  there  to  fall  on  Jackson's  right 
flank  I  But  he  is  not  in  sight.  Nothing  has  been  heard  from 
him.  He  has  had  all  day  to  march  five  miles  over  an  unob- 
structed road.  He  has  had  his  imperative  orders  —  has  heard 
the  roar  of  battle.  He  is  an  officer  in  the  regular  service,  and 
knows  that  it  is  the  first  requisite  of  an  officer  or  a  soldier  to 
obey  orders. 

*'  Longstreet  is  too  late  upon  the  ground  to  make  an  attack 
with  his  whole  force.    The  sun  goes  down  and  darkness  comes 
on.    The  contest  for  the  day  is  over.    Jackson  has  been  driven 
on  his  right,  and  Heintzelman's  Corps  holds  the  ground.  Both  , 
armies  sleep  on  their  arms.     The  auspicious  moment  for  crush 
ing  Jackson  has  passed." 

Let  us  see  how  McClellan  views*  things  on  this  momentous 
day  (at  2:45  p.  m.,  August  20th,  1862),  while  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run  Second  was  raging,  and  when  the  fate  of  the  National 

•  **  BxBTRiXB's  hat^  Of  JoxzNi  drove  the  latter  out  of  French  servloe  and  ooet  "Sat^ 
LEAsr  Dennewlts,  aince  the  same  talent  won  Friedland." — IiRTXll,  IWl,  6, 6|  W,  878. 
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Capital  was  trembling  in  the  balance.  He  takes  a  mathematical 
view  of  the  situation,  tabulates  it,  and  telegraphs  to  the  Presi- 
dent : 

u  *  *  *  J  am  clear  that  one  of  two  courses  should  be 
adopted :  first,  to  concentrate  all  our  available  forces  to  open 
communication  with  Pope  ;  second,  to  leave  Pope  to  ^et  out  of 
his  scrape,  and  at  once  use  all  our  means  to  make  the  Capital 
perfectly  safe.     No  middle  ground  will  now  answer.*' 

This  was  philosophic,  if  not  patriotic. 

It  is  related  that  "  when  President  Lincoln  read  the  despatch 
cited  above,  he  was  so  horror-stricken,  he  fell  back  in  his  chair." 
This  despatch  alone,  perhaps,  might  have  been  explained,  but 
it  must  be  taken  in  couQection  with  McClellan's  action  in 
regard  to  ammunition  and  provisions.*  To  the  demand  for  the 
one,  the  reply  is,  "  I  know  nothing  of  the  calibres  of  Pope's 
artillery ; "  for  the  other,  he  required  Pope  to  furnish  a  cavalry 
escort,  when  Pope's  cavalry  were  so  completely  used  up  "  that 
there  were  not  five  horses  to  the  company  that  could  be 
forced  to  the  trot."  And  then,  when  the  oflicer  in  com- 
mand of  re-enforcements,  which  could  have  saved  eveiy- 
thing,  and  have  retrieved  all  that  had  been  lost,  when  he 
delayed  so  that  he  was  not  present  when  most  needed,  McClel- 
LAN  telegraphs,  **  I  am  responsible,"  etcf 


*  "  He  (FoFB)  bad  sent  to  AlexandrlA  Ibr  provisions.  General  UcClkllah  was  then. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac,  when  It  arrived  there,  was  In  the  department  commanded  by 
General  Popk,  and  was,  tberefbre,  subject  to  bis  orders,  which  left  KcClxllan  without  a 
command.  Fbakklin  and  Suknsb,  with  thirty  thousand  men,  were  moving  out  and 
could  guard  the  trains.  At  daylight,  while  General  Popk  was  fbrming  his  lines,  endeavor- 
ing to  bold  at  bay  the  army  beibre  which  McGIiEixak  bad  retired  to  the  CbiclEabominy, 
Savage  Station,  Olendale  and  Malvern,  General  McCleixak  informed  General  Pops  that 
the  supplies  would  be  loaded  Into  can  and  wagons  as  soon  as  Pope  would  send  In  a  cavalry 
eeoort  to  guard  the  tr^ns  1 

*'  *  Such  a  letter,*  says  General  Popk,  *  when  we  were  fighting  the  enemy,  and  Alexan- 
dria swarming  with  troops,  needs  no  comment.  Bad  as  was  the  situation  of  the  cavalry, 
I  was  in  no  situation  to  spare  troops  from  the  front,  nor  could  they  have  gone  to  Alexan- 
dria and  returned  within  a  time  by  which  we  must  have  had  provisions  or  have  fkllen 
back  In  the  direction  of  Washington.  Nor  did  I  see  what  service  cavalry  could  ^ve  in 
guarding  railroad  trains.  It  was  not  till  I  received  this  letter  that  I  began  to  feel  discour- 
aged and  nearly  hopeless  of  any  suocessfbl  issue  to  the  operations  with  which  I  was 
charged.' "  —  Cabuetom's  "  IbUowtng  the  Flag,'*  pp.  l75-'6. 

t  Without  comment  or  endorsement  or  opinion,  the  following  is  inserted  fbr  what  It  may 
be  worth. 

^neral  Von  Vkgxsack,  the  Swedish  officer  who  served  for  several  years  In  the  "Army 
of  the  Potomac,"  says  In  his  recent  work  on  the  American  war,  that  one  of  the  most 
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On  the  28th  and  29th,  KEAionr's  Division  fonned  the  extreme 
right,  and  right  well  it  did  its  duty.  Did  Kearkt  ever  do  it 
otherwise?  On  the  28th,  Pope  had  the  opportunity  to  put  in 
practice  the  golden  rule  of  tactics,  to  bring  his  &rce  as  a  unit 
to  bear  upon  a  fraction  of  the  enemy's  force.  Qa  the  morning 
of  the  29th,  there  was  still  a  chance.  On  that  night,  the  chance 
was  with  Lee. 

The  morning  of  the  80th  dawned  as  calm,  clear  and  beautiful 
as  on  the  preceding  day  of  slaughter.  It  was  as  beautiful  a 
Sabbath  morning  as  that  on  which  the  firat  great  conflict  of 
the  war  was  fought,  on  the  same  ground,  but  under  what  differ- 
ent auspices  1  as  lovely  as  that  Sabbath  morning  when  the  same 
troops,  under  trusty  Reno  and  honest  Hookbb,  forced  the 
principal  pass  of  the  South  Mountain,  defended  by  the  same 
bitter  but  earnest  D.  H.  Hill  and  the  same  able  Longstbeet, 
who  encountered  them  on  the  plains  of  Manassas. 

The  night  was  to  witness  a  reverse  as  terrible  in  the  imagina- 
tions of  the  Northern  people  as  that  of  July  21st,  1861,  but 
not  attributable  to  the  like  cause,  as  might  be  shown  could  the 
grave  or  the  ashes  of  burnt  war  archives  reveal  their  secrets. 

The  Army  of  Virginia,  notwithstanding  its  re-enforcements, 
had  dwindled  again,  through  privation,  sickness,  fatigue  ap4 
casualties  in  battle,  to  forty  thousand  men.  Lee  had  sixty  to 
eighty  thousand ;  perhaps,  could  the  real  facts  be  come  at,  even 
more.  If  ever  the  rebels  displayed  audacious  —  which  in  most 
cases  is  true  —  generalship,  it  was  in  the  campaign  ftom  the 
Rapidan  to  Antietam.  They  seemed  to  adapt  their  lines  to 
the  ground  in  the  most  masterly  manner.  Keabny  was  the 
only  one  who  .equalled  them  in  this  respect.  His  success  on 
the  29th  was  due  to  his  topographical  explorations  during  the 
previous  spring.  On  the  29th,  the  rebel  line  of  battle  was  a 
perfect  exemplification  of  engineering,  as  applied  to  tactics.  It 
was  something  between  a  (  and  an  L.  The  left,  or  perpendicu- 
lar, under  Jackson,  rested  on  Sudley  Springs,  and  it  extended 
thence  to  Warrenton  pike,  about  a  mile  and  a-half  west  of 

grievous  mistakes  which  President  Lincoln  committed  during  the  earlt  part  of  the  war, 
was  that  he  did  not  order  General  McClsllan  to  be  oonrt-martialed  after  the  dissstrons 
cKmpaign  on  the  Peninsula,  as  he  was  urged  to  do  by  seyeral  generals  and  by  the  Secretary 
of  WBt,"^"SOldigrf  Friend,"  mh  February,  U8B. 
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GrovetOD.  Then  there  was  an  interval  comparatively  tinocca- 
pied ;  but  in  this  interval  there  was  a  high  knoll  or  ridge  of 
land,  which  commanded  two-thirds  of  Lex's  front.  Behind 
the  crest  of  this  ridge  stood  forty-eight  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
nothing  but  their  muzzles  visible.*  The  rebel  right,  constitu- 
ting the  horizontal  of  the  Li  ^^^^t,  round  to  the  south-east  across 
the  Manassas  Gap  railroad.  Any  one  who  has  made  such  mat- 
ters a  study,  must  regard  these  dispositions  of  men  and  guns 
very  much  as  an  artist  views  a  gem  in  painting  or  sculpture. 
These  forty-jeight  pieces  of  artillery  could  be  trained  to  sweep 
the  whole  ground  in  front  of  both  of  the  rebel  wings.  Their 
concentrated  mass  resembled  a  gigantic  pistol  —  to  use  one  of 
the  expressions  attiibuted  to  Napoleon,  which  he  kept  Id 
reserve  to  aim  at  the  vulnerable  point  or  heart  of  his  adversary. 
KxABinr  refers  to  these  guns  in  his  report,  where  he  states  that 
he  *'  suffered  in  the  morning  from  an  enfilading  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries." 

Pope's  forty  thousand  men  were  crowded  within  the  horns 
of  this  crescent  Hookeb  was  on  his  extreme  right,  Eeabnt 
next,  then  Reno.  It  is  said  that  Lee  and  Pope  had  both 
resolved  to  attack  with  their  nght.  Lee  certainly  did,  and  it 
was  his  move  to  cut  Pope  ofi*  from  his  supplies  of  all  kinds. 
Hooker,  Keabny  and  Reno  held  their  ground,  and  actually 
drove  the  superior  masses  of  the  enemy;  but  the  rebels  ha^d  the 
best  upon  the  other  wing,  which  was  outfiianked  and  over- 
powered. The  battle  lasted  until  it  was  put  an  end  to  by  the 
darkness.  Then  Kearny,  and*  those  who  had  borne  the  brunt 
of  the  fighting  on  so  many  fields,  covered  the  retreat. 

*^  I  served  with  the  same  army  co^ps  as  Keabny,"  are  the 
words  of  a  friend  directed  to  the  writer,  "  during  the  Peninsular 
campaign,  under  HEiNTZBLBfAN,  and  need  not  recapitulate  to 
you  its  story.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  on  the  second  day 
of  the  battle  of  Manassas,  August  30th,  1862,  in  the  forenoon. 
He  was  then  much  excited  and  mortified  at  the  result  of  the 
failure  to  support  the  attack  he  had  been  directed  to  make  from 


*  "  A  similar  conoentratlon  of  fifty-eight  gnns  tore  to  pieces  the  rebels  aader  Bbbckxn- 
BiDOK,  at  Stone  River."  —  The  BUtry  of  a  Beotment,  Sixth  Ohio  Vols.,  G.  Hazikavoka, 
psge  400. 
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our  right,  on  the  day  previous,  on  the  enemy's  left,  and  criticized 
Pope  severely,  as  was,  in  fact,  just,  for  such  blundering  I  never 
witnessed.  I  said  to  him :  *  Phil.,  this  is  the  day  which  is  to 
decide  this  battle,  is  it  not  ? '  '  No,'  said  he.  *  Don't  say  so 
to  any  one  else,  but  the  chance  of  sxiccess  was  throtcn  away  on 
yesterday.  Had  Pope  supported  my  flank  attack  by  a  vigorous 
charge  on  the  enemy's  front,  we  must  have  overwhelmed  Jack- 
son's inferior  force.  It  is  too  bad,  for  I  lost  many  fine  fellows 
in  gaining  the  ground  we  can  now  n^ever  recover.' "  (This  was 
not  Pope's  fault,  however,  though  it  seemed  to  be  so  at  tho 
time.  The  blame  lay  with  those  who  did  not  execute  Pope's 
orders  or  work  in  together  to  carry  out  his  plans.  One  received 
his  deserts  according  to  the  decision  of  his  peers ;  how  many 
did  not  receive  theirs,  Heaven  alone  knows.)  *' '  But,'  said  T, 
*  we  are  still  superior  in  point  of  numbers,  and  may  decide  tho 
fight  in  our  favor  to-day.'  He  hesitated,  evi<iently  unwilling  to 
speak  out,  and  then  said :  *  Wo  must  all  do  our  best ;  but  I 
sincerely  hope  Lee  and  Longstreet  will  not  be  here  to-day.' 
Thfs  was  about  noon,'and  our  short  interview  was  suddenly  cut 
off  by  the  sound  of  cannon  on  our  left  announcing  the  arrival 
of  the  worthies  he  spoke  of  on  the  field.  He  rode  to  a  battery 
in  our  front,  and  I  lost  sight  of  him.  The  battle  had  begun,  and 
we  were  soon  all  busy  again  as  we  had  been  the  day  before.  I 
was  wounded  that  afternoon  and  sent  to  the  rear,  and  the  next 
day,  September  3d,  learned  the  fate  of  our  poor  Phil.  Kearny. 
He  died  at  an  inopportune  moment,  for  he  would  have  had 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and,  had  he  been 
untrammeled  in  that  position,  the  war  would  have  ended  two 
years  sooner  than  it  did,  for  he  was  the  best  general  and  the 
most  thorough  soldier  in  the  country.  This  ending,  however, 
was  not  in  the  programme." 

"  The  forces  of  Pope  were  now  in  sad  condition.  Defeated, 
disheartened,  lacking  food,  and  wearied  with  continual  watch- 
ing, fighting  and  marching,  thousands  had  straggled  from  their 
commands,  and  those  that  remained  fought  with  little  hopa 
The  truth  was,  they  lacked  confidence  in  their  commander. 
Their  instinct  was  not  very  incorrect.  They  followed  McClel- 
LAN  more  readily  than  Pope,  but  even  he  had  not  fully  their 

63 
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hearts.  ♦  ♦  ♦  •  Such  of  the  troops  as  were  led  by  Kbarnt, 
Hooker  and  Reno  were  ever  ready — dispirited  at  last,  indeed, 
but  always  ready  when  their  generals  led. 

"  With  this  half-despairing  army,  Pope,  nevertheless,  deter- 
mined again  to  fight  the  victorious  rebels.  Better,  perhaps,  to 
have  retired  upon  McClellan,  since  he  and  his  corps  com- 
manders seemed  resolved  not  to  advance  to  him.  The  disposi- 
tion of  the  troops  was  as  follows :  Heintzelman^,  whose  corps 
contained  Hooker  and  Eearnt,  held  the  right  of  our  lines, 
McDowell  the  left,  while  Fitz-John  Porter,  Sigbl  and  Reno 
held  the  centre.  By  one  of  those  accidents  which  sometimes 
occur  in  war,  Lee  and  Pope  had  each  determined  to  attack  his 
adversary's  left.  So,  when  Pope  pushed  forward  for  that  pur- 
pose, he  found  no  troops,  and  hence  it  was  concluded  that  Lee 
was  retreating  up  the  Warrenton  turnpike  toward  Gainesville. 
So,  McDowikll  was  ordered,  with  three  corps.  Porter's  in 
advance,  to  follow  up  the  enemy,  and  press  him  vigorously  the 
whole  day.  But  this  provoked  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Confeder- 
ate artillery,  and,  while  the  advance  was  checked,  clouds  of 
dust  on  the  left  showed  that  the  enemy  was  moving  to  turn  our 
extreme  left.  Immediately  McDowell  detached  Reynolds 
from  Porter's  left,  and  directed  him  on  a  position  south  of  the 
TVarrenton  turnpike,  so  as  to  check  this  menace.  This  position 
was  a  hill,  called  Bald  Hill,  situate  west  of  another  hill,  on 
which  the  Henry  house  stands,  between  them'  being  a  brook  or 
creek.  While  it  was  judicious  in  McDowell  to  occupy  this 
point,  the  detachment  of  Reynolds  for  that  purpose  exposed 
the  key-point  of  Porter's  line.  The  enemy  saw  this,  and 
poured  in  a  destructive  fire  of  artillery,  and  Porter's  troops, 
about  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  gave  way  and  retired  from  the  field. 
The  Confederate  line  then  advanced  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
Union  forces;  Bald  Hill  was  carried;  it  became  doubtful 
whether  even  the  "  Henry  House  Hill "  could  be  maintained  so 
as  to  cover  our  retreat  over  Bull  Run,  for  Longstrset  had 
thrown  around  his  right  so  as  to  menace  that  position.  What 
I  have  said  will  enable  us  better  to  understand  the  further 
report  of  Kearny. 

"  *  We  took  no  part,'  he  says,  *  in  the  fight  of  the  morning. 


v. 
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although  we  lost  men  by  the  enfilading  fire  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries. A  sudden  and  unaccountable  evacuation  of  the  field  by 
the  left  and  centre  occurring  about  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  order 
from  General  Pope,  I  massed  my  troops  at  the  indicated  point, 
but  soon  re-occupied,  with  Birnsy's  Brigade,  supported  by 
Robinson,  a  very  advanced  block  of  woods.  The  key-point  of 
this  new  line  rested  on  the  Brown  house  toward  the  creek. 
This  was  held  by  regiments  of  other  brigades,  ^oon,  howexer, 
themselves  attacked,  they  ceded  ground,  and  retired  without 
*  warning  us.  I  maintained  my  position  till  ten  o'clock  p.  m., 
when,  in  connection  with  General  Reno  and  General  Gibbon, 
assigned  to  the  rear-guard,  I  retired  my  brigade.  My  com- 
mand arrived  at  Centerville,  in  good  order,  at  two  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  encamped  in  front  of  the  Centerville  forts.  My 
loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  is  over  750  —  about  one  in  three — • 
none  taken  prisoners,  except  my  engineer  ofScer,*  who  retamed 
to  the  house  supposed  to  be  held  by  the  troops  alluded  to.' 

*  On  August  Slflt,  an  incident  oocurred  which  to  worth  narrating.  General  Kbasny  had 
on  hl8  staff  at  that  time  Second  Lieutenant  J.  G.  BBiacoB,  a  tail,  soldlerly-looMng  Irish* 
man,  who,  after  graduating  as  a  civil  engineer  at  Dublin  University,  came  to  America  to 
seek  his  ibrtune,  without  friends,  without  Influence,  and  without  money   •   «   « 

During  the  flOl  (IMI)  (General  Mahbvibld  procured  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Second 
Lieutenant.  In  the  spring  of  1882,  his  regiment  was  put  into  the  brigade  of  General  Hakii> 
TON.  and  during  the  Peninsular  Gampalgn  was  part  of  General  Kxabxy'b  division.  On 
May  80th,  1802,  Lieutenant  Bkibook  was  superintending  the  digging  of  rifle-pits,  and  his 
overcoat  concealed  his  shoulder«trap8.  General  Kvabny  riding  up  criticised  in  rather^ 
severe  terms  the  plan  of  the  works,  and  inquired  fbr  the  officer  in  charge.  Lieutenant 
Bbxscob  answered,  and  gave  hbi  reasons  ibr  constructing  the  works  as  he  had.  General 
Kbabny  at  once  admitted  that  he  was  wrong,  and  apologised,  addressing  Bbxboob  as 
Ck)Ionei. 

*'  I  am  not  a  Colonel,"  said  Bbisoob. 

**  Well,  then,  Major.*' 

"  I  am  not  a  Mi^ior.'* 

**  What  the  d— 1  are  yon  ?*'  asked  KxABinr. 

**  A  Second  Lieutenant,  sir." 

**  Do  you  want  to  go  on  my  staff  as  Engineer  Officer  r**  eaid  the  GeneraL 

"  Yes,"  said  Bbuoob,  **  I  should  like  it  very  much." 

When  Briscoe  returned  to  camp  he  Ibund  the  order  Ibr  the  detail  on  the  staff  of  General 
Kbabmy,  where  he  remained  until  Aogost  Slst,  IMl,  when  he  went  to  Libby  Prison.   *    • 

The  incident  of  August  81, 1M2,  to  which  re<brenoe  has  been  made,  illustrates  Bbksoob'b 
coolness,  without  which  no  sokUer  can  gain  the  admiration  of  hfci  comnd^.  About  nocn 
he  had  been  sent  by  General  Kbabny  to  carry  an  order  to  a  remote  part  of  the  llnee. 
When  returning,  about  four  o'clock,  he  met  the  General  riding  with  General  Bibmby. 
After  hearing  BBzaootf  a  report,  Kbabity  directed  him  to  accompany  him  to  a  hcnoM  at 
some  distance  flrom  the  point  where  they  were  standing,  which  he  had  selected  as  his  head- 
quarters for  the  night.  Briscoe  repUed,  "That  house,  General,  is  In  posMMlon  of  tJM 
enemy :  when  I  rode  by  it  I  narrowly  escaped  being  taken  prisoner." 

"  Nonsense,"  said  KaaairY,  **  yon  am  timid,  XleateoBnt,  come  ahead." 


420  BIOGBAPHY  OF  HAJOR^BNERAL  PHILIP  KBARNT. 

k 

'*  Translated,  this  report  shows  the  state  of  the  case.  It  was 
Heintzelman  —  namely,  Kearny  and  Hooker  —  who  was  to 
make  the  attack  and  open  the  battle.  The  enemy  having  massed 
to  the  other  side  of  the  line,  they  remained  in  position.  When 
all  was  lost,  Kearny  remained  and  covered  the  retreat  He 
was  ever  in  the  post  of  danger,  for  he  was  always  reliable  and 
never  to  be  defeated. 

"  Arrived  at'Ceuterville,  where  were  the  corps  of  Frankuk 
and  Sumner,  Pope  remained  there  during  all  the  dlst  of 
August.  And  then  Kearny  .  penned  the  report  from  which  I 
have  quoted,  the  last  he  ever  wrote."* 

Amid  all  the  misrepresentations  in  regard  to  the  second  day 
of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  Second,  one  fair  man  has  lifted  up 
his  voice  in  defense  of  the  maligned  Pope  and  calumniated 
Army  of  Virginia :  *'  The  army  retreated  in  order.  It  had  suf- 
fered a  defeat ;  but  there  was  no  disgraceful  panic,  like  that 
which  had  marked  the  close  of  the  battle  fought  a  year  before 
almost  on  the  same  ground.'' 

When  the  reader  reflects  that  Pope,  "  gee'd  and  haw'd  "  from 
Washington,  with  forty  thousand  troops,  gathered  from  where- 
ever  lay-timidity  had  previously  bedropped  them,  held  in  check, 
for  ten  days,  Lee,  with  his  hundred  thousand  victorious,  first- 
class  soldiers,  all  as  perfectly  in  hand  as  a  four  or  six-horse  team 
^under  a  good  driver,  who  gathers  up  his  reins  and  distributes 
them  between  the  proper  fingers,  it  is  very  hard  to  excuse  the 
general,  who,  with  over  one  hundred  thousand  picked  troops, 
acting  on  his  own  plans,  for  not  ruining  an  army  inferior 
in  number  and  quality,  under  Johnson,  after  Williamsburg 
and  Fair  Oaks,  or  Lee,  after  Gaines'  Mills,  Glendale  and  Mal- 
vern, as  well  as  at  various  intermediate  points  and  moments, 

"  WeU,  sir,"  Kjolned  Bjuscox,  **  if  you  think  I  am  mistaken,  let  me  ride  In  advance;  If 
oar  men  hold  the  boose,  I  will  fire  my  pistol ;  if  I  do  not  return,  yoa  may  know  I  am  a  pria- 
oner." 

"  All  right,"  replied  Kkarnt,  and  Bribcos  rode  forward  into  the  rebel  lines,  was  taken 
prisoner  and  sent  to  Llbby  Prison,  of  which  he  had  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  first  in- 
mates. He  thus  saved  Kkarnt  and  Birkky  fh>m  capture,  for  the  same  rashness  which 
would  have  impelled  Kearny  to  have  gone  to  the  house  which  he  proposed,  led  him  for- 
ward the  next  day  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  where  he  fell  mortally  wounded.  —  IAf% 
<tf  David  Bxll  Birxey,  Jf<V<»*  OenenU  United  States  Volunteers:  PhiUsdelphia^  SXno  ^ 
JBcurd,  6G7  Sansom  street ;  New  York,  Skeldon  dt  Cb.,  400  Broadway,  1867 ;  pages  fH-CA. 

*  "  Fhiup  Kbabky,  SoUUer  and  BcOrMi"  by  CoBTi.Ain»T  Pabkzb,  pp.  8S-88. 
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when  a  feline  or  leonine  spring,  in  the  manner  of  Frederick 
or  Napoleon,  or  Radetsky,  or  Von  Moltke,  would  have  car- 
ried the  Army  of  the  Potomac  triumphantly  into  the  rebel 
capital 

There  is  one  thing  certain  —  that  is,  whatever  may  have  been 
Pope's  faults  and  mistakes,  shunning  exposure  and  responsibility 
on  the  battle-field  was  not  one  of  them.  ,It  cannot  be  said  of 
him,  as  was  charged  against  his  rival,  of  "  even  keeping  him- 
self purposely  in  the  rear  in  critical  seasons"  (mark!  there  ib  no 
charge  here  of  want  of  manliness),  *'to  avoid  the  embarass- 
ment  of  having  to  act  and  direct  when  consulted."  Of  Pope, 
an  officer,  able,  brave  and  experienced,  often  quoted,  remarked : 
^'  He  was  the  first  general,  in  chief  command,  I  had  ever  seen 
present  on  the  battle-field  under  fire." 

Shame  to  those  who,  to  screen  the  guilty  in  high  places  and 
popular  illusions,  dip  their  pens  in  gall  and  vilify  their  own  peo- 
ple and  their  own  section !  Our  army  had  suffered  terribly  — 
probably  eleven  thousand  would  scarcely  cover  the  total  loss ; 
but  the  simple  possession  of  the  battle-field  had  cost  the  rebels 
between  eight  and  nine  thousand  men.  Had  the  troops  with 
which  Alexandria  was  swarming  been  up  to  support  their  out- 
numbered brethren  —  the  foot  fasting,  foot-sore  and  worn  out ; 
the  cavalry  fagged  out  and  almost  destitute  of  serviceable 
horses ;  or  had  McClellan  sent  forward  supplies,  a  glorious 
victory  would  have  rewarded  the  valor  of  the  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

August  3l8t  wifs  a  day  of  rest  and  recuperation,  as  far  as  the 
terrible  storm  which  set  in  would  pennit.  The  rebels,  ilnder 
Jackson,  attempted  to  repeat  their  fianking  movement  on  our 
right ;  but  the  tempest  delayed  their  march,  so  that  there  was 
no  collision. 

During  this  twenty-four  hours  of  partial  respite,  Kearny 
prepared  Jiis  last  report,  which  he  never  lived  to  sign.  It  was 
found  among  his  papers,  and  is  an  evidence  of  that  astonishing 
energy  and  application,  whenever  duty  demanded  an  exertion, 
which  characterized  Phil.  Kearny.  This  is  the  report  from 
which  the  preceding  sentences  are  quoted. 
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"  Thence,  too  "  (at  Center ville), "  he  wrote  a  letter  in  pencil,* 
among  the  treasures  of  his  family  a  striking  exhibition  of  his 
wonderfnl  elasticity,  his  positive  enjoyment  of  conftict" 

^^  I  am  permitted,"  says  Pabkeb,  in  his  eloquent  address,  ^^  to 
use  this  relic.  *  I  wrote  you  yesterday  morning.  Since  then 
there  has  been  assort  of  Bull  Run  episode  to  the  first  day's 
fight.  *  *  *  It  is  dangerous  work  to  fight  in  this  army ; 
you  have  to  fight  ten  times  your  share,  and  expose  yourself,  to 
prevent  the  demoralizing  effect  of  almost  cowardice  in  others. 
Hooker's  Division  is  almost  the  only  exception.  This  army 
ran  like  sheep,  all  but  a  General  Reno  and  a  General  Gibbon.. 
As  for  myself,  I  was  abandoned  shamefully.  My  only  salvation 
depended  on  holding  a  certain  hill  and  house  in  the  rear  adjoin- 
ing me.  In  the  darkness  of  twilight,  the  enemy  came,  fired  a 
few  trifling  shots,  and  Stevens'  people  ran,  we  alongside  never 
dreaming  of  it.  The  worst  was,  ♦♦♦*♦♦  never 
informed  me.  I  had  a  staff-officer  taken  prisoner,  and  I  was 
only  a  few  yards  behind  him.  It  was  perfectly  ridiculous ;  but 
he  was  so  unsuspicious  that  I  could  not  help  him,  as  sconts 
were  stealing  in  all  around  me.  He  was  so  surprised ;  it  was 
very  funny.  I  will  tell  you  some  other  time.  My  regiments 
behaved  like  perfect  loves  —  so  beautifully  steady.  I  "stayed 
for  more  than  three  hours  after  all  the  Americans  but  Reno 
and  Stevens  had  left,  and  Reno  was  as  much  to  the  left  as  I 
was  to  the  right,  behaving  very  handsomely.  My  inend. 
General  Towers,  was  wounded. 

"  *  TTiia  disaster  is  not  Pope's  faulty  hut  gather  Halleck^s 
(xnd  McClellan's,  high  generals  in  places  they  are  not  JU  for. 

^^  *  It  is  tiresome  to  have  one's  victories  ignored,  as  at  Sangs- 
ter's  Station,  and  Williamsburg,  and  on  the  Newmarket  road, 
and  to  be  confounded,  though  fighting  hard  and  successfully, 
and  exposing  *myself,  as  my  nature  unfortunately  is,  in  other 
people's  defeats.  Yesterday  would  have  been  extremely  amus- 
ing, from  its  ridiculousness,  if  not  so  sad  for  our  cahse.    Our 

*  ThlB  was  snppMed  to  have  been  his  last  letter ;  hat  Brigadier-General  V toM  tbe 

writer  last  June  that  he  had  received  a  disinterested  oommnnlcatlon,  dictated  by  the  most 
generous  impulses,  which  from  the  date  and  attending  clrcomstances  must  have  been 
penned  by  Kbarky  only  a  few  hoars  before  his  movement  to  the  field  on  which  he  I^IL-. 
General  V would  have  forwarded  a  copy,  but  he  bad  loaned  or  given  it  sway. 
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men  would  not  fight  one  bit ;  it  was  amusing  to  watch  them. 
I  foresaw  it  all  three  hours  before  it  took  place.  But  I  am 
sorry  for  the  cause.'  " 


DOCUMENTS,  REPORTS^  ETC. 

HEADQUARTBBS.  FERST  DIVISION.  THIBD  CORPS,^  • 
OP  THE  ARBCV  OP  THB  POTOMAC,  *^^^*''  L 
CXNTBXYILLB,  VZBOUffXA,  AugUSt  U,  1862.         j 

Ooloneli  GaoBGX  D.  Ruooubb, 

CMtf  of  Staff  to  Ma^'Qmtrol  Jouxr  Pops  : 

Ooxawbl: — I  report  the  part  taken  by  my  division  In  the  battles  of  the  two  previous 
days. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  on  my  arrival,  I  was  assigned  to  the  holding  of  the  T\gbt  wing — my  - 
left  on  the  Leesbarg  road.  I  posted  Colonel  Pox,  with  Bkbry's  Brigade,  In  first  line, 
General  Bobinsok,  First  Brigade,  on  his  right,  partly  In  Une  and  partly  In  support,  and 
BiBKXY's  most  disciplined  regiments  reeervod  and  ready  fbr  emergencies.  Towards  noon 
I  was  obliged  to  occupy  a  quarter  of  a  mile  additional  on  left  of  said  road  Arom.0csuRTz' 
troops  being  taken  dsewhere. 

Daring  the  first  hours  of  combat,  General  Bxbnby,  on  tired  regiments  in  the  centre 
fUIlng  back,  of  his  own  accord  rapidly  pushed  across  to  give  them  a  hand  to  raise  them- 
•elves  to  renewed  fight. 

In  early  afternoon  General  Popk's  order,  per  General  Bobxbts,  was  to  send  a  pretty 
strong  force  diagonally  to  the  flront  to  relieve  the  centre,  in  the  woods,  flrom  pressure, 
▲oeozdlngly,  I  detached  on  that  pnipose  General  Bobznson  with  his  Brigade,  the  Blxty- 
thlrd  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Hays,  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  Captain  Cbaio.  the  Twentieth  Indiana,  Colonel  Bbown,  and  additionally 
the  Mlfthlgan  Marksmen  undor  Colonel  CaAicPi.xx.  Gen.  l^BTNauar  drove  forward  for 
several  hundred  yards,  but  the  centre  of  the  main  battle  being  shortly  after  driven  back 
and  out  of  the  woods,  my  detachment  thus  exposed  so  considerably  In  firont  of  all  others, 
both  flanks  in  air,  was  obliged  to  cease  to  advance,  and  confine  themselves  to  holding 
their  own.  At  five  o'clock,  thinking — though  at  the  risk  of  exposing  my  fighting  line  to 
being  enfiladed— that  I  might  drive  the  enemy  by  an  unexpected  attack  through  the 
woods,  I  brought  op  additionally  the  most  of  Bibitxy's  regiments,  the  Fourth  Maine, 
Colonel  WAI.KBB  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cabvbb,  the  Fortieth  New  York.  Colonel 
EOAK,  First  New  York,  Msjor  Bubt,  and  One  Hundred  and  First  New  York,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  GxsarxB,  and  changed  Aront  to  the  left,  to  sweep  with  a  rush  the  first  Une  of  the 
enemy.  This  was  most  snccessAiL  The  enemy  rolled  up  on  his  own  right ;  it  presaged  a 
victory  for  us  all ;  still  our  force  wss  too  light.  The  enemy  brooi^t  np  rapidly  heavy 
reserves,  so  Uiat  our  ftirther  progress  was  impeded.  General  Stxvbns  came  up  gallantly 
in  action  to  support  us,  but  did  not  have  the  numbers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth.  General  Bigkxtts,  with  two  brigades,  relieved  me  of 
my  extra  charge  of  the  left  of  the  road,  and  I  again  concentrated  my  command.  We 
took  no  part  in  the  fighting  of  the  morning,  although  we  lost  men  by  an  enfilading  fire 
of  the  enemy's  batteries.  A  sodden  and  unaccountable  evacuation  of  the  field,  by  the 
left  and  centre,  occurring  about  five  p.  m.,  on  orders  from  General  Pofk,  I  massed  my 
troops  at  the  indicated  point,  but  soon  re-occupied  with  Bibkby's  Brigade,  supported  by 
BoaufsoM's,  a  very  advanced  block  of  woods.  The  key  point  of  this  new  line  rested  on 
the  Brown  house  towards  the  creek ;  this  was  held  by  regtiuents  of  other  brigades ;  sooOj 
however,  themselves  attacked,  they  ceded  groond  and  retired  without  warning  as.  I 
maintained  tny  position  until  ten  p.  m.,  when,  in  connection  with  General  Beno  and 
General  Gibbov — assigned  to  the  rear  goard — I  retired  my  brigades. 

Ky  command  arrived  at  Centrevllle  in  good  order  at  two  A.  M.  this  morolng,  and 
encamped  in  flront  of  the  CenterviUe  forts.  Ky  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  Is  over  seven 
hundred  and  fifty,  about  one  in  three,  in  some  regiments  engaged  a  great  deal  severer ;  in 
the  Third  wi^htg^n,  one  hundred  and  forty  out  of  two  hundred  and  sixty ;  none  taken 
prisoner,  except  my  engineer  officer,  who  returned  to  the  house  supposed  to  be  held  by 
the  troops  alluded  to. 
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It  makeB  me  proud  to  dwell  on  the  renewed  efforts  of  my  Generals  of  Brigade,  Btbney 
and  BoRiKSON.  3Cy  regiments  all  did  well,  and  the  remiss  in  camp  seemed  as  brightest 
in  the  field.  Besides  vaj  old  tried  regiments,  who  have  been  prevloosly  noted  in  former 
actions  and  maintained  their  prestige,  I  have  to  mark  the  One  Hundred  and  First  New 
York  Volunteers  and  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  as  equalling  all  that  their 
comrades  have  done  before;  their  commanders,  Lieuteuant-Colonel  Gksnkk,  with  the 
One  Hundred  and  First  New  York  Volunteers,  and  Mi^or  Bibkst,  with  the  Fifty-seventh 
Pennsylv'anla  Volunteers,  have  Imparted  to  them  the  stamp  of  their  own  high  character. 
The  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  and  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers,  under  the  brave  Col- 
ontf  EaAStf  suffered  the  most.  The  gallant  Hates  is  badly  wounded.  The  loss  of  officers 
has  been  great;  thai  of  Colonel  Bbowk  can  hardly  be  replaced.  Brave,  skiUftil,  a  disci- 
plinarian, full  of  energy  and  a  charming  gentleman,  his  Twentieth  Indiana  must  miss  him. 
The  country  loses  in  him  one  who  promised  to  fill  worthily  high  trust.  The  Third  Mich- 
igan, ever  fiUthftil  to  their  name,  under  Colonel  Champum  and  Msjor  Ptebce,  lose  one 
hundred  and  forty  out  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  combatants.  '  Colons  Champuk  is  again 
xilsabled.  The  staunch  Fourth  Maine,  under  Walkbr,  true  men  of  a  rare  type,  drove  on 
through  the  stream  of  battle  irresistibly.  The  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers was  not  wanting.  They  are  Pennsylvania's  Mountain  Men ;  again  have  they  been 
fi!8rftdly  decimated.  The  desperate  charge  of  these  raiments  sustain  the  past  history  of 
this  division. 

The  lists  of  killed  and  wounded,  and^  reports  of  brigades  and  regiments,  will  be  shortly 
fttrniahed. 

Bakdolph's  Battery  of  Light  Twelves  was  worked  with  boldness  and  address.  Though 
narrowly  watched  by  three  long-reaching  enfilading  batteries  of  the  enemy,  it  constantly 
silenced  one  of  theirs  in  its  flrout,  and  shelled  and  ricocheted  its  shot  into  the  reinft>roe- 
mcnts  moving  from  the  enemy's  heights  down  into  the  woods.  On  the  27th,  with  two  sec- 
tions and  Robinson's  First  Brigade,  Captain  Ramjx>lph  had  powerftilly  contributed  to 
General  Hookjsb's  success  at  Brlstow  Station. 

Captatn  Gbaham,  First  United  States  ArtiUwy,  put  at  General  Siokl'b  disposition,  as 
repeatedly  drove  the  enemy  ^k  into  the  woods,  as  the  giving  way  of  that  influitry  left 
the  front  unobstructed.  This  practice  was  beautlAilly  correct,  and  proved  irresistible.  On 
the  31st,  Captain  Gbaham,  not  being  required  on  the  right,  was  sent  to  the  extreme  left, 
and  rendered  important  service  with  General  Reno,  firing  until  late  in  the  night. 

Lieutenant ,  a  German  officer  of  distinction,  put  at  my  dlspoeal  by  General 

SiQEi.,  with  two  long-range  Parrots,  covered  our  right  flank  and  drove  off  an  enemy's  bat- 
tery and  regiments.   I  name  these  genUemen  as  ornaments  to  their  branch  of  the  service;, 

I  must  refer  to  General  Hookek  to  render  justice  to  the  part  taken  by  my  First  Brigade 
nuder  General  Robinson,  and  Randolph's  Battery,  in  the  aOUr  of  the  27th  at  Bristow 
Station. 

Again  am  I  called  on  to  name  the  efficiency  of  my  staff   Captain  Mun>ii.,  often  dted 
brave  and  intelligent,  was  the  only  military  aid  present  to  assist  me;  but  Dr.  Pancoast 
Divislon-Surgeon-Gp-neral,  not  only  insured  the  promptness  of  his  department,  but,  with 
hecoiam  and  aptitude,  carried,  for  me,  my  orders. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


LleiiteiuuiM3oIonel  a  McKsever, 

ChUS-<3f 'Staffs  Third  Army  Corps. 


ZNSOBSEICENT  OK  TBS  VOBBOOINe. 

HEADQUARTERS,  FIRST  DIVISION,  THIRD  OORFS,^ 
AsMY  ov  THX  Potomac,  >- 

FoBT  Lyon,  September  4, 1882.    ) 

Respectflilly  fbrwarded  as  the  official  report  drawn  up  by  the  late  MiUor-Geneval  Phiup 
KMJkXsnCt  and  Intended  to  have  been  signed  by  him  the  day  of  his  death. 

(Signed)  D.  B.  BIRNEY,  | 

Official:  '  JMoadier-Oenena  Oymm(mdtno IHvttliim.   , 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C  McKesveb, 

AstMant  AdjiOant-Qetueralt  Third  Army  Cbrp*. 
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LETTER  FROM  PHIL.  EKARNT'S  BUGLER. 

The  (bllo^lng  artless  letter,  by  Phii^  Kiuiimy's  "  Little  Bugler/*  as  he  was  nnlyersally 
styled.  Is  too  characteristic  and  Interesting  to  be  omitted.  It  speaks  equally  well  in  favor 
of  the  General  who  conld  Inspire  a  lad  of  twelve  years  with  such  sentiments  of  admiration 
and  devotion,  and  of  the  drummer  boy  who,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  could  Indite  such  a 
grat^fhl  and  agreeable  memorial  of  hJs  old  commander.  Phii^  Kkabny  to  him,  Indeed, 
was  the  •'  Legendary  hero  of  the  Bivouacs  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  and  every  one 
who  can  lay  a  claim  to  service  under  the  "Bayard  of  that  Army,"  glories  In  the  fact,  and 
clings  to  it  as  the  chief  honor  of  his  military  career.  To  follow  Kbabny,  wa^  to  treadttie 
path  of  duty  and  of  valor ;  to  honor  him  with  unimpaired  respect,  to  testify  an  appreSa- 
tlon  of  his  manliness,  and  to  cherish  his  memory,  as  Phii..  Kxahny's  memory  is  cherished 
by  his  * '  braves,"  is  to  posseea  a  portion  of  those  patriotic  virtues  which  made  him  an  ex- 
ample, a  type  and  a  guiding  light. 

"  Far  through  the  tempest-horrors  of  the  night. 
The  seaman  marks  the  distant  gleam  of  Ught 
Which  points  the  course  to  haven  and  to  home, 
The  guiding  star  with  hope  and  safety  djght." 

Yes,  KXABXTY  was  a  guiding  star,  and  if  it  pointed  out,  as  It  often  did,  to  death,  the  grave 
which  received  the  fUlen  was  the  honored  bed  of  repose  for  the  Warrior  who  fall  in  the 
path  of  glory,  the  Patriot  who  died  ibr  Faith  and  Fatherland. 

NXW  YOBK.  July  23, 1868. 
I  wiU  try  and  detail,  in  the  smallest  possible  compass,  as  fkt  back  as  I  can  recollect,  my 
experience  with  GeneraUExABKY.  In  the  flrst  place,  I  will  begin  with  my  enlistment. 
In  the  early  part  of  1861, 1  was  drumming  recruits  in  Chatham  Square,  New  York  city,  for 
the  Forty-second  Regiment  Volunteers  (Tammany),  for  a  couple  of  months,  when  my 
&ther  enlisted  in  the  Fortieth  N.  Y.  Volunteers  (Mozart)  at  Yonkers.  When  the  Forty- 
second,  not  treating  me  well,  I  left  them,  not  being  mustered  In,  and  tried  to  join  the  For- 
tieth ;  but  its  commander,  Oolonel  Rii^y,  would  not  take  mo,  on  account  of  my  being  too 
small,  and  also  too  young,  being  only  eleven  years  old.  As  soon  as  the  Oolonel  said  "  No," 
I  began  to  cry,  and  turned  away  firom  the  tent;  but  my  father  went  and  spoke  to  him, 
when  he  called  me  back  and  made  me  take  a  drum  and  beat.  All  the  men  commenced  to 
laugh,  because  the  drum  was  nearly  as  big  as  myself;  but  nevertheless,  the  Colonel  said  I 
would  do.  Bo  I  was  milstered  in  on  the  a6th  June,  1861,  and  discharged  on  the  2Sth  June 
18M.  Our  regiment  waa  guarding  the  railroad  during  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  I  was 
with  the  regiment  firom  the  Battle  of  WiUlamsburg,  our  first  fight,  until  we  came  to  Har- 
rison's Landing,  when  a  Corporal  Bbowk,  clerk  at  (General  Kbabxy's  headquarters,  and 
also  a  member  of  our  regiment,  came  to  me  one  day,  stating  that  General  Ksabnt 
ordered  him  to  get  him  a  drummer  f)rom  our  regiment  to  serve  as  an  orderly  for  one  dny, 
as  General  MoCi.i.iaiAM  n^as  to  review  the  army  the  next  day.  I  reported  myself  the  next 
day.  I  reported  myself  next  morning  early.  He  received  me  kindly,  gave  me  his  gray 
horse  (Baby),  one  that  he  brought  flrom  Mexico.  During  the  review,  the  General  had  oc- 
casion to  Jump  a  very  large  ditch.  I  jumped  it  with  him,  but  a  great  many  of  the  officers 
had  to  cross  fhrther  up.  I  think  my  jumping  this  ditch  brought  me  favorably  to  his 
notice.  Accordingly,  when  I  reported  myself  in  the  evening,  after  the  review,  so  as  to 
return  to  my  regiment,  he  said, "  No ;  but  go  and  bring  my  baggage  over  to  headquarters, 
and  consider  yonrself  my  Orderly  in  the  fhture."  From  that  day  until  his  death,  I  waa 
always  with  him.  It  was  his  habit  to  ride  outside  of  the  pickefr^uard  every  day  at  Harri- 
son Landing,  only  taking  me  with  him.  Many  a  time  I  would  have  to  ride  on  top  of  the 
horse,  lengthwise,  so  as  not  to  knock  my  legs  against  the  trees.  He  would  go  so  ftet 
through  them,  one  time  my  hat  was  knocked  off;  the  General  never  stopping,  so  by  the 
time  I  was  in  the  saddle  again,  there  was  no  General  to  be  seen,  but  I  gave  "  Baby'*  his 
own  way,  when  in  less  than  five  minutes  he  brought  me  up  to  him.  I  have  known  that 
same  horse  to  kick  at  him  as  he  went  in  the  gate.  The  General  would  then  "  damn  "  me 
for  not  holding  the  horse  tight;  but  for  all  that,  the  General  always  treated  me  the  same 
as  my  own  neither  would  have  done,  and  no  one  mourned  his  untimely  death  more  than  I 
did.  The  first  affiilr  of  any  note  in  which  I  was  with  the  (3eneral,  was  the  skirmish  near 
Black  River,  or  Water.  The  rebel  cavalry  made  a  charge  on  our  skirmishers,  but  we  gave 
them  one  volley,  when  they  retreated,  but  came  very  near  making  a  prisoner  of  General 
D.  B.  BiBNXY,  near  the  skirmishers  at  the  time.  He  managed  to  kill  one  with  his  pistol, 
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and  flnng  it  In  the  flMe  of  another.  Nothing  of  note  took  place  on  our  mardi  flrom  Hanl- 
Bon*8  Landing  to  Alexandria,  except  at  the  second  battle  of  Bnll  Bon,  when  dnilng  the 
engagement  the  General  had  occasion  to  write  orders,  which*  he  did  on  his  knee^  while  I 
steadied  the  paper  with  my  fingers.  When  noticing  that  I  trembled  some  he  asked  me 
•*  what  was  the  matter."  I  replied, "  nothing,  only  I  was  a  Uttle  fMgbtened."  He  said,  **  I 
must  never  get  lightened  at  any  thing; "  any  other  man  bat  him,  woold  hare  acted  Jnsi 
the  same  as  I  did,  for  the  way  the  rebels  were  throwing  shell  and  minie-ball  in  that  parti- 
cular spot  was  a  caution.  During  another  part  of  the  fight,  sereral  oflioen  had  congregated 
in  a  group— a  few  Qenerals  and  aides-de-camp— when  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  fired  a 
pUlSe  of  railroad  iron  at  us,  and  stmck  on  my  left,  the  General  said  **  it  was  aimed  at  him," 
but  did  no  harm  except  scattering  dirt  and  gravel  all  around  ns.  That  place,  getting  a 
little  too  hot  to  hold  us,  we  moved  fhrther  on.  At  another  Ume,  he  went  outside  the  line 
of  battle— the  men  all  having  lain  down— to  view  the  enemy,  which  went  within  an  inch 
of  coetlng  him  his  life,  fer  we  had  no  sooner  got  outside  when  their  sharpshooters  oom 
menced  making  a  target  of  us.  Borne  of  the  men  called  him  in,  but  he  took  his  time,  until 
be  saw  all  he  could  aee,  when  he  condescended  to  turn  his  horse's  head,  and  show  the 
enemy  his  rear.  After  we  retreated  to  Oentervllle,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst  of 
Angust,  1862,  he  called  me  ittlD  his  room ;  he  was  then  quartersd  in  a  small  cottage.  I 
Iband  him  in  bed ;  he  gave  me  some  official  doounenta,  and  a  letter  directed  to  Mn. 
EsABNT,  which  I  believe  was  the  layt  letter  he  ever  wrote  home,  and  three  or  fenr  goldea 
dollars  and  some  silver,  to  defray  my  expenses,  and  told  me  to  post  them  In  Alexandria. 
This  was  the  last  time  I  ever  saw  the  General  alive  or  dead.  Inclosed  yon  will  find  the 
pass  he  gave,  which  you  will  return  after  you  have  examined  It.  I  proceeded  to  Alex* 
andrla,  but  came  near  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  who  were  then  trying  to  surround  as, 
which,  I  think,  l^d  to  the  battle  of  Chantllly. 

Having  obeyed  orders  I  commenced  to  retire,  the  afternoon  of  September  1st.  Under* 
standing  flrom  some  stragglers  that  our  troops  wen  engaged—  this  was  in  the  evening — I 
proceeded  as  farfiront  as  I  dared,  not  knowing  the  position  our  men  occupied,  and 
remained  there,  in  there  in  the  road,  under  as  heavy  a  shower  as  it  has  ever  been  my 
misfortune  to  be  in,  until  next  morning,  when  I  moved  on,  and  inquired  fer  the  Qeneral's 
headquarters,  when  I  was  told  that  he  was  either  dead  or  a  prisoner.  I  fennd  out  all  that 
I  could  about  it,  which  was,  that  the  previous  evening  General  Kxabnt  had  asked  Oex»- 
eral  *  *  *  to  reconnoiter  a  certain  gap  which  was  left  unguarded,  bat  General 
•  *  *  advised  him  not  to  go ;  he  said  **  he  would  go  any  how,**  which  he  did,  and  that 
was  the  last  that  was  ever  seen  of  him  alive.  A  great  many  seem  to  think  that  the  Gen- 
eral rode  a  gray  horse  at  the  time;  but  the  one  he  rode  was  a  ooal  black.  I  never  saw 
the  General's  body  after  it  was  sent  into  our  lines,  and  conveyed  to  Alexandria  In  an 
ambulance.  I  then  reported  to  General  Bebhxt,  was  with  him  some  time,  when  General 
BroNXiCAxr,  taking  command  of  the  Third  Army  CXirps,  I  went  with  liim,  and  was  with 
him  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  when  he  being  ordered  to  the  oommasd  of  ttie 
Cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General  Sickijcs  then  had.Oie  command,  and  I  was 
ander  him  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  which  was  the  last  engagement  I  was  In— making 
ten  battles  in  all,  and  never  received  a  scratch.  A  little  while  after  General  8ickx»i»  was 
convalescent  (after  the  loss  of  his  leg  at  Gettysburg),  I  was  sent  on  to  school  at  New  York 
dty  to  educate  myself  fer  West  Point,  as  President  LiNoour  said  he  would  send  me  thera 
But  President  Lincoln's  untimely  death  blew  my  prospects  to  the  wind.  Tlie  gentleman 
who  was  to  have  taken  care  of  my  mother  (my  fether  having  died  flfom  eflbet  of  rtlncniio 
contracted  during  the  first  year  of  the  war),  went  away  ftom  me,  and  oonsequentty  I  had 
to  leave  school  and  go  to  work.  Uy  stopping  at  the  White  House  yon  know,  so  I  will  not 
speak  of  that.  My  only  h3pe  of  going  to  West  Point  Is  the  election  of  General  Ob  ant  as 
President,  which  General  Bickjubs  promised  me.  if  he  became  President.  I  also  received 
the  Maltese  (Kxabnt)  Gross  flrom  Gteneral  Bibnxt.  Hoping  that  the  lltUe  infermatlon 
I  have  been  enabled  to  give  you  will  assist  the  gentleman  (the  author),  yon  spoke  to  me  of. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

OX78TAVS  A.  BGHUBMAMN. 


CHAPTER   XXX* 

CHANTHLT. 


ONB  OF  JACKSOX'S  FAH0U8  FLANK  MARCHES  OB  TUBKIITG  MOTS- 
MENTS,  OB  DIYEB8I0NS,  DEFEATED  BT  THB  FIGHTINa  DIVIBI0K8 
OF  THB  ABMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

"Sin  iEaitn  SoU  sttWn  Ccio&st" 

SCBMAU's  "  JDemJtwurdigkeUm  de»  Orttfim  Wxkkxlm's  mu  SasAUMBUBA  JjmJ*   J 

'*  War  Is  honorable      * 
In  those  who  do  their  native  rights  maintain ; 
In  those  whose  swords  an  Iron  barrier  are 
'  Between  the  lawless  spoiler  and  the  we^jc" 

Thoicsok's  '*  Liberty,** 

r  n 

**  A  power  Is  pMslog  ftom  the  earth."  —  WAOSwomTB. 

"  How  sleep  the  brave  who  sink  to  rest, 
By  all  their  ooantry*8  wishes  blessed  I " 

WnXIAlC  COLLTMS. 


% 


**  —  Who'er  amidst  the  sons 
\  Of  reason,  valor,  liberty  and  virtue,  ' 

Displays  dlstingalshed  merit,  Is  a  noble 
or  nature's  own  creating."  Thombov. 

**  A  hears  to  resolve,  a  head  to  contrive,  and  a  hand  to  execata"  —  Xd^abd  Gibbox. 
"  Heart  to  conceive,  the  understanding  to  direct,  and  the  hand  to  execute."  ~  Jujxixjs, 

**  Tou  talk  always  of  my  person,  of  my  daogers.  Need  I  tell  yoa«  it  is  not  neoessaiy 
that  I  live,  but  it  la  that  I  do  my  duty,  and  fight  Ibr  my  ooontiy  to  save  it  if  possible."  — 
Fbkdxbic  THB  Gbbat  to  MABQim  d'Abohhb,  18th  September,  1710.  Oattmanadorf,  day 
aOer  his  maich  aj^wart  a  fbarfU  Austrian  cannonade. 

**  To  fight,  JEmlllos,  ' 
In  a  just  cause,  and  ibr  our  oomitr3r*s  glory, 
Is  the  best  ofllce  of  the  best  men." 

Habtabs's  **  Jievuliii." 

"  Death  I  thou  fUl  tyrant,  hast  no  fears  Ibr  me, 
A  hero's  Fame  is  Immortality." 

"  NoN  Mobztub  cuaus  vama  vxYir." 

*  After  having  prepared  a  synopsis  of  the  August  campaign  of  the  **  Army  of  Virginia,* 
with  authorities  and  notes,  the  writer  was  notified  by  the  publishers  that  he  must 
restrict  himself  within  a  certain  number  of  pages.  This  compelled  the  excision  of  all 
Porx's  movements  not  Immediately  connected  with  Kbabny,  and  even  contracted 
Kbabnt  within  limits  insufficient  to  do  htm  Justice.  This  change  In  the  plan  was  con- 
trary to  agteement ;  but  as  the  author  considers  himself  absolved  by  such  changes,  errors 
and  delsys,  from  all  responsibility,  bd  finishes  the  work,  as  fkr  as  he  is  permitted,  simply 
that  an  Immense  amotfnt  of  labor  may  not  be  lost ;  labor  involving  the  collection  of  a 
vast  amount  of  information,  w&ose  publication  is  due  to  the  gentlemen  and  Mends  Vho  , 

kindly  united  in  asslstliyg  him. 
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"  The  offlcera  vigorously  Bzerted  themselves  to  restore  the  broken  ranks,  bot  in  the 
midst  of  their  efforts  the  right  center  column,  led  by  the  good  And  gallant  liord  Hows, 
was  suddenly  fronted  by  the  body  of  the  enemy  who  had  gone  astray  In  the  forest.  They 
Joined  In  bitter  strife,  almost  hand  to  hand,  in  the  swamps,  or  ftom  tree  to  tree  on  the  hill- 
side. *  *  At  the  first  shock  many  of  Howb's  light  Influitry  went  down,  he  himself,  hurry- 
ing to  the  front,  was  struck  by  a  musket  ball  in  the  breast  and  instantly  expired.  His  men, 
infbrlated  by  the  loss  of  their  beloved  leader,  swarmed  on  through  the  woods  and  i)Bally 
overpowered  or  destroyed  the  enemy.   •   ♦   ♦  ^ 

"  That  night  the  victors  occupied  the  field  of  battle ;  to  this  their  advantage  was  confined, 
tot  the  disorganisation  of  the  trooita  had  frigbtfblly  Increased  during  the  nnproplCioua 
march,  in  the  hard  fought  skirmish,  and  by  the  toia  qf  tJteir  bat  cmd  mott  tnuled  ehitf.  The 
vUjot  and  tptrtt  <3f  Abebcboicbix's  ofmiy  teemed  to  pan  away  wUh  Lord  Hows.  Thte  gallant 
man,  from  the  time  he  had  landed  In  America,  had  wisely  instructed  his  regiments  for  the 
peculiar  service  of  that  difficult  country.  No  useless  Incumbrance  of  baggage  was  allowed ; 
he  himself  set  the  example,  and  encountered  privutlon  and  flitigue  In  the  same  chivalrous 
spirit  with  which  he  &ced  the  foe;  graceful  and  kind  in  his  manners,  and  oonsideraie  to 
the 'humblest  under  his  charge,  his  officers  and  soldiers  heartily  ofte^ttf  M0  cM^  tecsatwe 
they  laved  the  maafy.  At  the  flital  moment  when  he  was  lost  to  England  her  glory  and  wel- 
fare most  needed  his  aid.  He  lived  lono  enouffh  for  Ma  own  honor^  ftuC  not  for  ihatef  hia 
country.''^  —  ICaJor  Wabbubton's  "  Oon^^uett  of  Oxnada^  page  IM. 

**  Among  the  dead  were  two  generals,  one  of  whom  was  the  ftmons  warrior  PhiZi. 

KXABNT.*'  —  Voir  BOBCKB. 

**  —  The  darkest  day. 
Live  till  to-morrow,  will  have  passed  away." 


*'  Now  Night  her  course  began,  and  over  Heaven 
Inducing  darknwjs.  gratefol  truce,  Impos'd 
Her  silence  on  the  odious  din  of  war ; 
Under  her  cloudy  covert  both  retired, 
Victor  and  vanquish'd." 

Milton's  *'  Airadias  ZoiC,"  &  & 

>  Yet,  Freedom !  yet  thy  banner,  torn,  but  flying, 
Btreams  like  the  thundAr-storm  agidnst  the  wind : 
*rhy  trumpet  voice,  though  broken  now  and  djring, 
The  loudest  still  the  tempest  leaveg  behind ; 
Thy  tree  has  lost  its  blossoms,  and  the  rind. 
Chopped  by  the  axe,  looks  rough  and  little  worth. 
But  the  sap  lasts,  —  and  still  the  seed  we  find 
Sown  deep,  even  in  the  bosom  of  the  Nobth  ; 
Bo  shall  a  better  spring  less  bitter  fruit  bring  forth." 

BYBON's  *'  CMOa  f croM." 


**  I  never  heard  the  old  song  of  Pbbct  C8tonbwai.Ii  Jacksom)  and  Douslas  (Phii. 
Ksabnt),  that  I  found  not  my  heart  moved  more  than  with  a  trumpet."  —  8ib  Pkiuf 

BlONXT. 

"  ThUi  battle  (OhantOly)  was  especially  unfortunate  to  the  North,  and  deprived  It  of  the 
llfoof  Qeneral  KXABirr,  whose  services  on  many  fields  had  rendered  his  name  distin- 
guished." — Life  of  Btonbwaij.  Jacksox,  1886. 

"  There  was  a  fight  at  Chantilly,  where  the  brave  and  impetuous  Kbabnt  was  klUed, 
and  the  enemy  fell  back."   •   «   «    —  CABiiBTON. 

"  Fortunately  for  his  (Hookxb'b)  laurels.  General  Kkabnt,  a  splendid  old  veteran,  who 
had  seen  service  under  the  French  in  Algeria,  came  to  his  aid,  and  restored  the  battle 
(Williamsburg)  to  the  Federals."  —  Btacks's  (London,  1886)  "  atory  of  the  American  War.** 

**  General  Philip  Kbabmy  was  also  killed.  *  *  «  His  loss  Is  deeply  deplored  by  the 
whole  army.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  bravest  generals  in  the  service,  and  the  enemy 
made  repeated  efforts  to  kill,  wound  or  capture  him.  His  dashing  and  fearless  beucing 
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»nd  hlB  conspicuoTU  figure,  with  bat  one  arm,  made  him  an  eoaily  distinguished  and  cov- 
eted aim.  Up  to  the  nigftt  of  his  death,  he  was  on  every  occasion  to  be  /bund  in  the  thick- 
est of  the  fight,  afid  seemed  to  lead  a  charmed  lUte.  The  Union  Army  has  not  lost  an 
ofiloer  who  will  He  as  much  regretted  as  General  Kxabnt."  —  Leavea  from  the  JHary  ^ 
(Dr.  £lus)  an  Army  Surgeon, 

**  From  this  time  (July  Ivth,  1861 » at  Harrison's  Landing)  I  had  no  personal  intercourse 
with  General  Kearny  until  the  Iktal  day  of  ChantlUy.  While  the  army  was  yet  at  (3en- 
treville,  I  entered  his  room  to  obtain  permission  to  visit  the  woujided  at  Fairfax  Htatlon. 
This,  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  he  granted,  and  urged  me  to  remain  with  him  a  few 
minutes ;  during  the  course  of  our  conversation,  he  spoke  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
di-iastrous  defeat  of  the  previous  BatuMay,  and  then  of  the  spirit  which  animated  the 
South.  For  the  first  time  in  our  intercourse  he  spoke  on  the  subject  of  religion.  He 
regretted  that  it  had  been  so  little  bis  study,  but  said  his  knowledge  of  the  world  and 
experience  taught  him  that  the  only  hope  of  the  fliture  was  in  the  GospeLof  our  Lord,  and 
that  everything  else  would  signally  &U  in  producing  peace  on  .earth  and  good-will  among 
men.  He  said  the  scenes  in  which  we  were  living  more  deeply  Impressed  h<nn  with  the 
value  of  the  teachings  of  the  Bible. 

"  We  parted,  and  in  the  sanguinary  struggle  of  the  evening  General  Keabny  fell,  and 
with  him  a  thousand  hopes  for  the  country  and  the  army.  He  was.  a  man  of  far  more 
talent  than  many  have  been  willing  to  concede  to  him.  While  ardent  and  impulsive,  he 
was  capable  of  the  most  wily  caution ;  while  often  stem  and  withering  in  rebuke,  he  was 
generous  andlbrglvlng;  though  ambitious  he  was  above  all  low,  m^m  jealousies.  No 
officer  in  the  army  was  more  laborious  and  sleepless ;  his  keen  eye  was  everywhere,  and 
with  an  energy  that  never  faltered,  he  corrected  every  abuse,  and  ftilly  investigated  every- 
thing that  pertained  to  the  discipline  and  well-being  of  his  division.  If  he  had  lived,  his 
brilliant  and  chivalrous  qualities  would  have  won  for  him  a  very  high  place  in  the  admira* 
tion  and  gratitude  of  his  country."  —  Mabks'  "  I^lruuta  Qxmpalffn,** 

"  It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  turn  our  right,  and  cut 
off  our  communications  with  Washington  by  moving  a  large  force  on  the  Little  River  or 
Aldle  turnpike  toward  FalrAix  Oourt  House,  our  army  was  stretched  along  the  Warron- 
ton  and  Alexandria  pike,  flrom  Centrevllle  to  beyond  the  Conrt  House.  At  noon  we 
moved  off  down  the  pike,  marching  on  the  fields  alpng  the  sides  of  the  road,  which  was 
filled  with  continuous  strings  of  wagons,  moving  both  ways.  A  little  before  sunset,  just  as 
our  division  had  passed  in  front  of  CJhantllly,  an  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  on  the 
troops  in  our  rear,  and  we  were  put  in  position  in  a  large  open  field  in  reserve.  The  battle 
raged  forlpusly  for  some  time,  the  shot  and  shell  fhlllng  amongst  us,  but  doing  little  dam- 
age to  our  division.  In  the  midst  of  it  a  terrific  thunder  storm  occurred,  and  it  appeared 
as  if  heaven  and  earth  were  contending  for  the  mastery.  But  the  darkness  of  night  termi- 
nated the  oonfiict,  the  enemy  was  driven  entirely  back  from  our  front,  but  the  gallant 
Generals  Kbabny  and  Stxvsns  foil.— Woodwabd's  "  Our  Ooanpaioju,"  pp.  189, 190. 

"  The  army  mourned  the  national  loss  of  Major-General  Kbabmit,  wh($  was  killed  at 
Chantllly.  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished  as  long  as  exalted  patriotism,  inspiring 
courage,  and  Jiutice  toward  men  are  revered  by  mankind.  Qualified  to  be  the  head  <tf  the 
army^  he  accepted  the  command  of  a  brigade.  Leaving  the  comforts  which  his  large 
wealth  afforded,  he  welcomed  the  most  trylncp  hardships  of  the  service.  In  another  sone, 
the  enemies  of  his  country  had  taken  his  arm ;  but  his  seeal  triumphed  over  the  disability, 
and  he  fou^t  until  he  had  sacrificed  his  life.  Placing  the  reins  between  his  teeth  and 
gracing  in  his  single  hand  the  two-edged  sword,  he  led  his  men  in  the  charge  that  was 
never  checked.  Humane  to  those  who  were  his  inferiors,  the  orderlies  were  directed  to 
bring  water  In  canteens  to  the  soldiers  when  the  exigencies  of  the  hour  required  that  all 
should  remain  in  the  ranks  at  the  ft^nt.  Impetuous  In  thought  and  action  as  the  flash  of 
his  fiery  eye,  he  censured  with  the  same  vehemence  the  misconduct  of  the  private  or  the 
general  of  the  highest  rank  In  the  Union  forces.  Beloved  by  his  division,  the  bed  badqb 
which  he  instituted  was  always  worn  by  the  officers  and  men  with  the  same  proud  feeling 
with  which  the  heroic  commander  displayed  the  Legion  of  Honor,  which  never  enrolled  a 
nobler  chevalier.  Bravely  performing  his  public  tasks,  the  death  of  this  puro  patriot  and 
consumnuite  soldier  was  a  fitting  conclusion  of  his  eventftil  life."—"  Three  Years  in  the 
Army  of  the  PUomac;'  by  CSaptain  Hxkby  N.  Blakx,  pp.  140-1. 
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**  The  day  paned  on  with  no  signs  of  the  enemr,  and  9bOQt  4  p.  x.  onr  brigade  wu 
ordered  off  as  a  protection  to  Falrftuc  Station,  a  new  dlsposlKiolf  of  the  troops  being  now 
required.  Shortly  after  we  had  marched  through  Falrfhx  Ooort  Hoose  we  were  met  by  a 
most  drenching  storm.  ^Ihe  rain  laughed  to  »oornmirr%iJbbercUMUb»tJtUf9d  our  t^^ 
tnintf  trickled  in  riwlett  between  our  ihouldere^  while  the  wind  pxbrty  ewayed  our  horaea  before 
He  fury.  STke  rood  ^psedtt]/ fteoame  a  loibe,  and  onr  brigade  becan^  a  sorry  figiurc  indeed,  as, 
with  muskets  reversed,  they  waded  through  the  mud,  staggering  against  the  blinding 
storm.  In  the  midst  of  this  ftiry  of  the  elements,  heavily  and  continually  the  sound  of  can- 
nonading upon  onr  rlghfr  broke  upon  our  ears,  seeming  almost  a  horrid  mockery,  and  once 
more  Treason  and  Loyalty  fbu^t  to  the  death  at  Chantilly.  In  this  battle  Ksabkt  and 
Stevsns,  two  of  our  wry  beet  peneraUt  met  their  Ikte.  Many  a  brave  fellow  was  killed  or 
wounded,  but  the  victory  wa»  ourtt  and  the  enem^e  attack  waa  repulatd  wtth  great  daughter.** 
—  **  The  Sivouae  and  the  SatOo-Iteld,  or  Campaign  Sketehee  In  Vlrgtnia  and  Marylemd,^ 
By  Oao.  F.  NoTBS,  Oaptaln  U.  8.  Volunteers,  page  14S. 

**  At  6dK>  firing  commenced  by  General  Bxxco  on  the  enemy,  between  the  Little  river  and 
Warrenton  turnpikes.  The  enemy  were  within  half  a  mile  of  the  latter  when  they  attached 
him.  A  portion  of  General  Beno*s  troops  gave  way,  but  General  Bibkky's  Brigade  of 
General  Kxabity's  Division  gallantly  supported  them.  General  Ksa&itt  rode  forward 
alone  to  reconnoitre.  In  his  usual  gallant,  not  to  say  reckless,  manner,  and  came  upon  a 
rebel  raiment.  In  attempting  to  escape,  he  was  killed.  The  country  has  to  mourn  one 
of  her  most  gallant  defenders.  At  the  dose  of  the  selge  of  Yorktown,  he  relieved  General 
Hauiltok  In  command  of  the  Division,  and  led  It  in  the  various  battles  on  the  Peninsula, 
commencing  with  WUllamsbuxg.  RIs  name  Is  identified  with  Its  glory."  — Extract  flrom 
General  Hxintzxijcah's  official  report  of  the  Battle  of  Boll  Bun,  dated  Oct  Ztst,  UNfi. 

*'  During  thst  engagement  (Chantilly)  we  lost  two  of  our  best,  and  one  of  our  most  dis- 
tinguished officers,  Major-General  Kxabnt  and  Brigadier-General  Stevkmb.  •  «  *  • 
Words  cannot  express  my  sense  of  the  seal,  the  gallMitry  and  the  sympathy  of  that  most 
earnest  and  accomplished  soldier,  Major-General  Kxabky.  In  him  the  country  has  suf- 
fered a  loss  which  It  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  repair.  He  died  as  he  could  have 
wished  to  die,  and  as  became  his  heroic  character."  —  Jiefpore  qf  Mttfor-Qeneral  Pop& 


The  second  battle  of  Manassas,  or  Bull  Run,  which  termi- 
nated on  the  evening  of  30th  August,  was  the  closing  scene  of 
a  series  of  reverses,  redeemed,  however,  by  the  unflagging 
energy  and  desperate  courage  of  the  majority  of  the  Union 
troops  engaged  in  them.  When  these  combats  are  dispasaion* 
ately  studied  out  and  commented  on,  justice  will  concede  that, 
although  apparently  abandoned  and  sacrificed,  the  Army  of 
Virginia  and  its  reinforcements  in  line  of  battle  from  the  Army 
of  the  Pptomac  were  fought  to  pieces,  not  wasted  by  diseases, 
disorganized  by  inaction  or  humiliated  by  needless  withdraw- 
als from  fields  of  victory  abandoned  to  defeated  antagonists. 
While  ^hus  fought  to  pieces,  it  inflicted  such  terrific  losses  upon 
the  rebels  that  the  future  operations  of  Lbe  were  so  crippled, 
and  his  fighting  aggressive  so  depleted,*  and  followed  up  by  an 

•  Otm^pare  Chapter  XVI,  pages  237— SM,  Vol.  I,  Hlstoire  de  la  Guerre  Clvtle  Americalne, 
1880-1866,  par  Mm.  L.  Oobtaicbbbt  et  F.  ns  TftAMAiiToe,  Paris,  Amyot  Bdltenr,  8  Roe  de 
la  Palx,  1867;  also  pages  128-*9,  **lHe  innem  JBScanpfe  der  I9brdamertkani$t^ea  Chlon,  von 
HKiiTBicar  BLAHXBNBUBa,  Letpslg,  F.  A.  Bbockhaus,  1860,  etc.,  etc. . 

The  reader  would  be  astonished  it  he  knew  the  number  of  A>reign  and  native  works  on 
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able  general,  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  would  have  dis- 
appeared in  the  first  half  of  the  month  of  September,  1862, 
between  the  Oatoctin  and  the  Potomac,  as  if  the  mountains  had 
toppled  over  and  buried  it,  or  the  earth  had  gaped  and  swal- 
lowed it  up. 

CooKB,  in  his  "  Life  of  Stoi^ewaix  Jackson,"  draws  a  dole- 
ful picture  of  the  condition  of  the  rebel  forces  and  of  the  dismal 
landscape  which  environed  them.  The  same  state  of  affairs 
existed  on  our  side,  as  borne  witness  to  by  a  friend,  an  officer 
of  Hookbb's  Division.  The  rebels,  however,  hid  enjoyed  some 
full  meals  out  of  our  plundered  stores  at  Manassas,  a  piece  of 
good  fortune  denied  to  our  poor  fellows. 

'*  The  scene  at  this  moment  was  interesting.  The  men  of  the 
Stonewall  Brigade  and  their  comrades  were  lying  on  the  side 
of  the  road  hungry  and  exhausted.  They  had  not  seen  their 
wagons  since  they  had  left  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  rations 
secured  at  Manassas  were  long  since  exhausted.  Oreen  com 
and  unripe  apples  had  for  some  days  been  their  sustenance,  and 
now  they  were  in  a  country  that  did  *^ot  afford  even  these. 
The  hungry  men  saw  on  every  side  bleak  fields  and  forests, 
with  scarce  a  roof  visible  in  the  entire  landscape  ;•  and  thus 
famished  and  worn  out  they  were  lying  down  awaiting  the  order 
to  advance  and  attack.'^  Hbnsinoeb,  referring  to  the  desolation 
which  brooded  over  this  district,  observes,  "  a  solemn  or  myste- 
rious silence  reigned  over  this  wide,  desolate  fiit,  the  plains  of 
Manassas." 

The  attempt  to  out  our  communication,  and  intercept  our 
retreat  upon  the  defenses  of  Washington  was  resumed  by  Lee 
on  the  1st  of  September ;  but  the  deluge  of  rain,  unusually  cold 
for  the  season,  presented  obstacles  almost  as  difficult  to  over- 
come as  the  resistance  of  men.  All  day  long  Lee^s  heavy 
columns  moved  ,along  the  Little  Hiver  pike  toward  Fairfax. 
The  enemy's  objects  developed  themselves  so  clearly  on  the 

this  wax  which  hftv«  been  examined  In  oonnecUon  -wlfh  this  blogmphy.  Only  »  Anr  of 
them  have  been  dted,  becaaee  very  often  they  hare  merely  leryed  to  conflrm  ojr  jnBtuy 
an  opinion.  Not  that  the  writer  oonsiders  that  an  honest  opinion  needs  Jnstlflcation,  bat 
the  world  is  so  constltated  that  It  often  reqfoires  the  testlipony  of  many  who  are  actual 
hnmbogs  with  high,  titles  to  establish  a  fhct,  when  the  jndgment  of  a  single  ezper^  or  hard 
student  and  nnpr^udioed  man.  Is  worth  the  whole  of  their ^^edantio  dUeta  fidlowlng  in  one 
track  like  a  flock  of  Peopled  by  a  OQHet  with  a  bell. 
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afternoon  of  1}his  day,  September  Ist,  and  it  was  so  evident  that 
they  intended  to  try  and  turn  Pope's  right,  by  Fairfax  Court 
House,  that  the  Army  of  Virginia  was  disposed  so  as  to  receive 
or  give^battle,  between  the  Little  River  pike  and  the  road  from 
Centreville  to  Fairfax  Court  House.  £arly  in  the  aflemoon, 
Hooker  was  directed  to  assemble  all  the  troops  in  his  vicinity 
and  push  forward  to  Germantown,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  west 
of  the  Court  House.  His  own  division  constituted  the  right  of 
our  line,  which  was  formed  upon  a  range  of  heights  (Ox  Hill), 
between  the  Warrenton  and  Little  River  pLka  This  line  nearly 
bisected  the  angle  formed  by  their-  junction.  McDowell  was 
on  his  left ;  next^ Franklin,  somewhat  in  the  rear;  next  Reno, 
with  Kbabny  in  his  rear,  in  reserve;  next  Porter,  behind 
whom  Pope  posted  himself;  Sumner  held  the  extreme  left  ot 
the  Union  line,  near- the  house  of  J.  Milan  (or  Millbn),  about 
three  miles  due  west  of  Germantown. 


Seal*  tfMiU*. 


Plait  ov  thb  Battljc-fixu)  or  Crantii.i.t,  ob  ow  Ox  Hxll,  ox 
Okbicantown,  IST  Bbptkmbsb,  1862. 

•Such  were  the  dispositions  made  by  Pope  for  a  collision 
which  deserves  a  far  more  pron^inent  place  among  the  conflicts 
of  the  war  than  it  has  ever  yet  received.  The  Battle  of  Chan- 
tilly  —  or,  as  it  is  more  appropriately  but  less  euphoniously 
named  by  the  rebels.  Ox  Hill,  from  the  elevation  or  range,  on 
which  it  was  fought,  or  Germantown,  near  which  the  hardest 
fighting  occurred  (Chantilly  is  more  than  three  miles  from  the 
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Stage  of  action,  to  the  northeast  and  in  rear  of  the  rebel  foroes) 
—  belongs  to  the  same  class  of  fights  as  Oriskany  (1777)  at  the 
North,  and  King's  Mountain  (1780)  at  the  South,  during  our 
first  great  revolutionary  struggle;  or  the  ''Cannonade  of 
Valmy,"  which  last  has  -been  placed  by  Creasy  among  his 
"  Twelve  Decisive  Battles  of  the  World."  Any  one  who  will 
turn  to  a  good  map  of  the  region  will  perceive  that  the  locality 
in  which  the  troops  collided  was  a  very  important  one  strategi- 
cally considered.  The  battles  of  Gainesville  and  Groveton,  or 
Second  Bull  Run,  had  been  fought  on  the  line  of  the  Warren- 
ton  turnpike,  which  passing  through  Centreville  west  by  north, 
is  intersected  at  Fairfax  Court  House  by  the  Little  River  pike, 
from  Aldie,  running  northwest  and  southeast.  The  Union  line 
of  retreat  lay  along  the  Little  River  pike,  which,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  beyond  Annandale,  bifurcates  —  the  lefl-band  branch, 
the  Columbia  turnpike,  leading  across  the  Long  bridge  into 
Washington  —  the  rightrhand  road  into  Alexandria.  Conse- 
quently, if  Jackson  could  get  possession  of  the  turnpike  at 
Fairfax  Court  'House,  and  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad 
near  Burke's  Station,  only  three  miles  to  the  south,  Pope  was 
entirely  cut  off;  Washington  was  uncovered ;  and  the  rebel 
problem,  as  to  advantage  of  position,  solved.  The  battle  which 
ensued  to  prevent  this  turning  of  our  right  —  or  rather,  cutting 
our  line  of  retreat  and  supply — was  very  short,  very  sharp  and 
very  decisive.  The  intentions  of  the  rebels  were  completely 
frustrated,  their  attack  repulsed,  and  the  Union  troops  retained 
possession  of  the  field.  Chantilly  was  an  undoubted  victory, 
and  from  it,  as  a  buckler,  the  rebel  attack  glanced  off  No 
other  blow  was  delivered  in  thil^  direction.  The  result  proves 
that,  as  Halleck  mildly  expressed  it,  ''  had  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  arrived  a  few  days  earlier,  the  rebel,  army  could  have 
been  easily  defeated  and  perhaps  destroyed."  And  in  anothor 
place,  "  some  of  the  corps  moved  with  becoming  activity  — 
[he  might  in  justice  have  indicated  Kearny's,  Hooker's  and 
Reno's  commands]^ but  the  delays  of  others  were  neither 
creditable  nor  excusable."  .  • 

The  theatre  and  time  of  action  were  as  gloomy  as  the  North- 
em  people  deemed  our  fortunes  in  front  of  the  National  Capital, 
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to  become  Btill  more  gloomy  throngh  the  fall  of  two  of  oxxr 
most  eminently  patriotic  generals.  Stokbwall  Jackson  was  in 
command  of  the  rebels  and  pressed  the  attack,  supported  by  the 
fire  of  his  artillery  on  an  eminence  to  the  left  and  north  of  the 
Little  River  pike.  His  troops,  as  usual  with  the  rebels,  were 
disposed  in  the  woods  to  the  right  and  east  of  it ;  Jacksok's 
own  division  was  on  the  left  of  his  line ;  £w£ix's,  under  Law- 
Tox,  '^  who  ably  sustained  its  reputation,"  iir  the  centre,  and 
HiLL^s  on  the  right.  The  struggle  which  ensued,  ending  as  it 
did,  almost  justified  Hookbb  iu  saying  that  he  never  met  Jack- 
son without  whipping  him ;  and  proves  that  it  required  to  beat 
Jackson,  not  the  kind  of  men  who  encountered  him  at  Chan- 
oellorsville  on  our  right,  but  such  as  met  him  and  drove  him 
back  at  Chantilly. 

Just  before  sunset  a  terrific  thunder  storm,  similar  to  one  which 
actually,  for  a  time,  palsi^  the  fight  at  Oriskany,  in  1777,  and 
Solferino,  in  1859  —  a  storm  cold  and  pitiless  as  the  rebels  them- 
selves —  burst  over  the  field ;  and  amid  the  convulsions  of  the 
elemental  warfare  and  the  drenching  rain,  the  blaze  of  battle 
rivaled  the  fierce  lightning.  It  was  a  fearful  hour.  A  distin- 
guished staff  officer,  little  given  to  emotional  feeling,  describes 
it  as  the  worst  he  encountered  in  his  term  of  service,  which 
lasted  throughout  the  war  and  enabled  him  to  participate  in  the 
grandest  triumphs  as  well  as  the  greatest  reverses  of  the  Array 
of  the  Potonaac.  The  day  became  suddenly  almost  converted 
into  night,  and,  amid  the  darkness  and  tropical  down-pour  of 
water,  the  heads  of  the  rebel  and  Union  columns  came  in  con- 
tact at  Ox  Hill,  near  Chantilly.  A  number  of  the  hardest  fight- 
ing men  of  the  two  armies  —  Reno,  Stevens,  Hooker  and 
Ksarnt  ;  Jackson,  Early  and  Hill  —  encountered  amid  this 
churm  of  battle  and  of  nature.  Swell  had  lost  a  leg  through 
a  wound  received  in  the  previous  battle  and  was  not  present, 
although  his  division  took  part  under  Lawton,  a  very  able  and 
valiant  officer.  The  rain  was  so  furious  that  ammunition  could 
scarcely  be  kept  serviceable,  and  the  thunder  so  loud  that  the 
roar  of  the  artillery  was  utterly  unheard  at  Centreville,  three 
miles  distant.  The  action  began  about  five  p.  m.,  near  Chantilly. 
At  first  the  rebels  gave  way  before  the  stern  aggressive  of 
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Reno,  then,  re-enforcecl,  drove  back  Stevens'  division,  and  Ste- 
vens, "  bearing  aloft  the  colors  of  one  of  his  regiments,  cheer- 
ing on  bis  men,  fell  fatally  wounded  by  a  minie-ball  through 
bis  head.''  Confused  and  out  of  ammunition,  the  dying  general 
saw  his  troops  compelled  to  give  way.  *'  To  repair  this  break," 
says  an  elegant  writer  but  prejudiced  historian,  for  once  kin- 
dled into  due  appreciation  of  this  "  Type  Volunteer  General," 
"  Ebarnt,  with  the  promptitude  that  marked  him,  sent  forward 
Birnky's  brigade,  of  his  own  division  ;  and  presently,  all  aglow 
with  zeal,  brought  up  a  battery  which  he  placed  in  position.  But 
there  still  remained  a  gap  on  Birnet's  right,  caused  by  the 
retirement  of  Stevens'  division.  This  Birnet  pointed  out  to 
Kearny,  and  that  gallant  soldier,  dashing  forward  to  reconnoi- 
tre the  ground,  unwittingly  rode  into  the  enemy's  lines  and  was 
killed.*  In  his  death,  the  army  lost  the  living  ideal  of  a  soldier 
—  SLpreitx  chevalier^  in  whom  there  were  mixed  the  qualities  of 
chivalry  and  gallantry  as  strong  as  ever  beat  beneath  the  mailed 
coat  of  an  old  knight.  Like  Dbsaix,  whom  Napoleon  charac- 
terized as  *•  the  man  most  worthy  to  be  his  lieutenant,'  Kearny 
died  opposing  a  heroic  breast  to  disaster. "f 

*  "  On  Monday  evening  following  tbe  dlaastroos  battle  of  Bull  Run,  a  severe  engagement 
with  the  enemy  took  place  at  Chantllly,  two  miles  north  of  Falrfitz  Court  House,  between 
a  portion  of  our  army  and  Jackson's  forces.  Our  loss  was  very  heavy,  including  General 
8TSVKKS,  who  was  shot  In  the  head  while  he  was  leading  his  brigade  into  action,  bearing 
the  colors,  the  color-sergeant  having  been  previously  shot.  His  son,  also,  who  was  acting 
on  bis  staff,  was  wounded.  Oeneral  Philip  Keubmy  was  also  killed  tbe  same  evening. 
He  was  shot  through  the  back  while  wheeling  his  hoise  around  to  cheer  on  his  men.  His 
loss  Is  deeply  deplored  by  tbe  whole  army.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  bravest  generals 
in  the  service,  iMid  the  enemy  made  repeated  eflbrts  to  kill,  wound  or  capture  him.  His 
dashing  and  fearless  bearing  and  bis  conspicuous  figure,  with  but  one  arm,  made  him  an  - 
eosily-distlngaithed  and  coveted  aim.  Up  to  the  night  of  his  death  he  was  on  every  occa- 
sion to  be  found  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  seemed  to  lead  a  charmed  life.  The  Union 
Army  has  not  lost  an  officer  who  will  be  as  much  regretted  as  General  Xbabkt.  Tbo 
operations  of  the  eontendlng  armies  on  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac  completely  absorb 
the  attention  and  Interest  of  every  body— citlsens  and  soldiers.  The  excitement  which 
would  naturally  be  awakened  by  the  knowledge  of  the  Ikct  that  bloody  battles  were  being 
fought  within  cannon  sonnd  of  the  national  capital  was  considerably  increased,  becaose  no 
fViU  and  authentic  Information  respecting  tbe  results,  or  losses,  had  been  received  fh)m  the 
scene  of  action."—*'  Z«avef  from  the  Diary  xtf  an  Army  Surffeon^"  p.  209. 

t "  Among  tbe  reports,  true  or  false,  which  were  repeated  to  me  daring  thissad  night  (1st 
September.  18fi2),  there  was  one  whose  monmfbl  impression  has  never  been  eflfiiced. 
*  Kkarkt  had  been  killed  tbe  prevloos  evening.'  It  was  not  only  a  source  of  mourning 
for  his  friends,  it  was  a  great  loss  for  the  army  and  the  country. 

"  Philip  Kbabnt  belonged  to  a  family  of  high  consideration,  which  had  already  Air- 
nlshed  a  general  to  the  United  States.  No  one  possessed  in  a  higher  degree  the  tastes  and 
tbe  qualities  of  a  professional  soldier.  To  these  natural  gifts  and  military  edncatlon,<f  *  h« 
added,  besides,  an  experience  which  very  fow  officers  in  oar  army  possessed.   For  example, 
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It  would  seem  as  if  the  demon  of  civil  war  had  demaoded 
the  most  precious  jewels  of  the  nation  to  pay  for  the  security 

despatched  on  a  mteston  to  France  to  study,  there,  particularly  cavalry  organisation, 
instead  of  being  content  with  the  information  afiforded  by  the  War  Department  and  exam 
InaUon  of  the  regiments  In  garrison  at  Paris,  he^iad  applied  himself  resolutely,  manfhlly  to 
all  the  exercises  of  the  School  at  Saomur,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He  afterwards 
visited  Algeria,  where  he  obtained  permission  to  accompany  the  Duke  of  Orleans  as  hon- 
orary Aide-do<}amp  in  the  campaign  of  the  *  Iron  Qates.'  ^ 

**  There  he  obtained  Uie  only  distinction  within  his  reach,  the  Cross  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor.  After  this  It  was  optional  with  him  to  enter  the  French  service  by  accepting  a 
oommand  In  the  Foreign  Legion,  which  was  olllered  to  him ;  but  he  preferred  to  return  to 
America,  where  the  Mexican  War  soon  ftirnlshed  him  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
himself.  After  having  signalised  himself  In  many  engagements,  he  lost  an  arm  and  won 
the  rank  of  (Dakvbt)  Major  In  the  attack  on  Mexico. 

"  In  the  Peninsula  he  commanded  a  division  which  shone  amongall  the  rest,  by  its  bear- 
ing, Its  discipline,  its  dash  In  the  attack,  and  Its  tenacity  in  the  defense.  KKiUiznr's  spirit 
permeated  it  even  to  the  end,  after  it  had  lost  the  oommander,  whose  memory  alwajps  sur- 
vived as  a  living  principle  in  its  ranks. 

**  KXABKY  was  created  MejMvGeneral  at  Harrison's  Landing.  This  promotion,  merited 
rather  twice  than  once,  lost  much  of  fls  value  In  his  eyes  by  being  Included  In  one  baking, 
without  discernment,  on  the  occurrence  of  the  4th  July,  the  anniversary  of  the  National 
Independence.  All  the  Brigadier-Generals  who,  during  the  campaign,  had  commanded  a 
division,  whether  well  or  111,  were  promoted,  even  as  he  was,  and  all  the  Colonels,  who  acd- 
dently  happened  to  have  a  brigade,  received,  without  distinction,  the  Single  Star,  denoting 
Brigadier-General.  Deplorable  system,  which  coutrlbuted  not  a  little  to  prolong  the  period 
of  our  reverses.  Ksabsty  played  an  active  and  brilliant  part  in  the  series  of  combats 
which  Pops  had  to  sustain.  At  Manassas  he  fell  so  vigorously  upon  the  enemy's  left  that 
he  threw  it  across  the  railroad  which  It  covered  This  partial  success  should  have  been 
mado  the  stepping-stone  to  victory.  Indeed,  Pobtbr  should  have  attacked  the  left  of  the 
Oonfederates,  coincident  with  the  attack  of  Kkarmit.  Pobtbr  did  not  move  up  into  line, 
and  left  the  enemy  ftill  liberty  to  despatch  reinforcements  to  the  wing  sssailed.  Thus 
overwhelmed,  Kkarny  was  forced  to  abandon  the  ground  which  he  had  won,  and  Fortune 
tnnied  against  us. 

**  On  the  1st  September,  Lsx,  following  up  our  retreating  forces,  collided  with  our  right 
■ear  ChanWly,  General  Stsvenb  having  been  killed,  his  Division,  through  want  of  am- 
munition, fell  back  in  disorder.  Kxarkt  hastened  to  send  forward  BiBKxv'a  Brigade  to 
maintain  our  line,  and  supported  It  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  which  he  posted  himself. 
A  breach,  notwithstanding,  still  remained  unfilled.  To  reconnoitre  the  extent  of  this 
gap,  he  dashed  forward  alone  in  this  direction,  taking  with  him  neither  his  staff-officers 
nor  his  orderlies,  so  as  not  to  attract  attention.  These  awalt(>d  bis  return  In  vain ;  he 
never  came  back.  Carried  away  by  his  ardor,  he  had  penetrated,  without  perceiving  it, 
within  the  line  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  concealed  in  the  skirts  of  a  wood.  When  he 
was  within  a  few  paces  of  them,  the  nearest  hailed  him  to  surrender.  For  sole  reply,  h» 
(Wheeled  his  horse,  and,  crouching  upon  the  neck  of  the  animal,  set  off*at  a  gallop.  The 
halls  flew  fhster  than  he  did.  One  of  them  struck  him  below  the  haunch  and  traversed  his 
body.   He  fell,  and  died  lu  a  few  minutes. 

*«  The  Confederate  Generals,  whose  comrade  and  associate  he  had  been  before  he  became 
one  of  their  most  itorftil  (or  redoubtable)  adversaries,  took  this  occasion  to  testily  their 
high  esteem  for  him.  By  order  of  General  Lbb,  Kbabkt's  corpse,  his  horse,  his  equip- 
ments  and  his  arms  were  restored  to  us.   *   *   * 

**  Ardent  head  (head  ftUl  of  sealous  enthusiasm)  and  noble  heart,  he  thus  inspired  the 
enemies  with  sympathy  and  admiration  whom  he  fought  hand  to  hand.  His  fe,tal  death 
made  me  recall  the  last  words  which  he  had  addressed  to  me  In  my  tent,  whither  he  came 
ftom  time  to  time  to  chat  of  France,  of  Paris,  of  friends  common  to  both  In  New  York, 
and  of  the  thousand  things  which  were  alwaj^  interesting  to  him,  toe  man  of  the  world 
amid  the  duties  of  the  man  at  arms.  When  I  drew  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  was 
now  launched  upon  a  voysge  which  would  t>ear  him  to  any  height  of  suocess,~ 
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of  the  Nation's  capital — patriots  pure  and  unseliish  in  their 
devotion.  Pre-eminently  such  was  Kearny.  If  any  man,  like 
CuBTius,*  would  have  spuiTed  his  horse  into  the  gaping  chasm 
to  save  the  republic,  he  would  have  done  it.  The  sacrifice,  if 
the  crisis  demanded  such  a  precious  offering,  was  accepted. 
The  career  of  the  rebel  was  stayed.  Instead  of  following  up 
his  success,  he  turned  aside  from  the  reality  to  grasp  at  the 
phantom  of  evoking  an  armed  insurrection  in  the  North,  of 
firing  the  hearts  of  rebels  in  Maryland  and  liberating  her  ima- 
ginary oppressed,  and  of  conquering  the  recognition  of  an 
Oligarchy  founded  on  Slavery,  under  the  Banner  of  Democracy, 
among  the  "heaven-kissing  mountains''  of  the  free  North. 
Then  was  realized  the  prediction  of  Kearnt,  that  the  North 
deceived  itself  if  it  hoped  to  beat  back  the  determination  of  the 
South  without  exhibitin^^  an  energy  and  determination  —  a 
physical  force  backed  by  a  moral  force  —  as  intensely  earnest 


**  *  Bah !  *  said  be,  *  It  is  wrong  to  exaggerate.  Without  doubt,  I  bellere  I  coald  command 
an  army-corps,  but  a  higher  responsiblUty  wonld  probably  surpass  my  ability,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  lever  aimed  at  a  command-in-chief—  such  a  one  shines  in  the  second  rank ;  yon 
nnderstand.  Moreover,  I  have  not  the  ambition  which  my  Mends  ipay  conceive  for  me. 
Iiet  the  war  finish  one  wi^  or  another,  I  sliaU  return  at  once  and  resume  my  home-life  in 
Paris,  satisfied  with  having  done  my  duty,  and  with  having  nothing  to  reproach  myself 
for.* 

*'  Such  is  man !  He  had  not  taken  into  his  calculations  the  death  wlUoh  awaited  him 
within  twenty  days. 

"  The  mourning  for  him  was  public  (not  private),  especially  at  New  York,  where  thegr 
accorded  blm  magnificent  obsequies.  But  nowhere  was  his  loss  felt  so  profoundly  as  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  which  he  had  been  one  of  the  first  (greatest)  glories,  and  in 
which  the  thousand  narratives  of  the  bivouac  finished  by  investing  his  memory  with  the 
proportions  of  a  legendary  hero." 

[!)■  Tbobbiano  is  very  much  mistaken  as  to  General  Kkarkt's  ambition.   He  waa 

exceedingly  ambitious,  and  In  one  of  his  own  letters,  so  tM  teota  underrating  his  powers 

to  command  the  largest  body  of  troops,  he  speaks  of  being  **  able  to  handle  the  *  Army  of 

the  Potomac '  with  as  much  ihcllity  as  his  own  division."]  —  "  Quatre  Am  ds  CbmfNvnefO 

Armee  du  Potomac.*  "  By  Mi^oM^leneral  Rbots  db  Tbobbzam d,  I,  280, 288L 

*  "  CUBTTDB  BCABCcra,  a  Boman  hero  who  lived  about  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century 
B.  C.  and  who  is  said  to  have  sacrificed  himself  for  the  good  of  his  country.  The  legend 
which  relates  this  event  \b  in  substance  as  follows :  An  earthquake  once  happened  at 
Rome,  a  large  portion  of  the  area  of  the  forum  sank  down,  and  a  vast  chasm  appeared 
there.  AH  attempts  to  fill  it  up  were  vain  and  the  city  was  smitten  with  consternation, 
especially  as  the  harosplces  had  declared  that  It  could  only  be  filled  by  casting  Into  it  that 
on  which  the  greatness  of  Rome  depended.  While  every  one  was  hesitating  and  doubting 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  haruspldal  declaration,  the  heroic  Mabcvs  presented  himself, 
and  proclaiming  that  Borne  camUHneA  nothino  more  fndUptrMMa  to  her  greatnaa  than  a 
vaUimt  ettUen  fuUff  accoutred  fw  battle,  he  offored  himself  as  a  victim,  and,  having  ar- 
rayed himself  In  complete  armor  and  mounted  his  war-horse,  he  galloped  into  the  abyss, 
rhen  the  earth  closed,  the  chasm  vanished,  and  the  forum  resumed  Its  wonted  aspecl."— 
Appurrov '8  **  Ifew American  Oud/opoediOt'*  Part  XVL,  p.  UB. 
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as  that  of  the  Slavocracy,  with  their  free  Spartans  to  fight  and 
their  slave  Helots  to  dig  and  delve  and  feed  their  phalanxes  in 
the  field.  The  very  month  in  which  Keabnt  died  witnessed 
the  inauguration  of  those  measures  which  finally  ended  the 
Slaveholders'  Rebellion  and  whetted  the  sword  of  Justice,  which 
fell  heavily  evep  while  it  seemed  to  spare,  upon  those  most 
guilty  in  the  eyes  of  men. 

Then,  too,  was  realized  that  marvelous  prediction  of  Scralk, 
not  only  described,  but  actually  mapped  out  in  the  previous 
winter  and  printed  before  McClellan  started  on  that  expedi- 
tion <whose  failure  the  German  officer  prophesied.  He  not  only 
marked  out  the  marches  and  retreats  and  battle-fields  of  the 
Ai'my  of  the  Potomac,  but  placed  his  red  blocks  and  green 
blocks,  representing  the  opposing  Unionists  and  Bebels,  in  tlie 
identical  locality  where  the  first  decisive  battle  (decisive  in  any 
respect  worthy  to  entitle  it  to  the  term)  of  the  war  at  the  East 
—  Antietam  —  overthrew  the  proud  projects  of  the  Slavocrats, 
and  put  the  seal  to  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation :  where 
the  first  decided  repulse  of  the  latter  occurred  —  a  drawn 
battle  as  regarded  the  Union  commander,  but  a  victory  for  his 
troops. 

Strange  to  say,  Kbaent  lost  his  life,  so  precious  to  his  coun- 
try, almost  upon  the  very  spot  where  he  witnessed  a  similar  but 
more  youthful  and  inexperienced  hero  lay  down  his  life  on  the 
9th  of  the  preceding  March.  This  was  during  Kearny's 
carefully  and  intentionally  ignored  swoop  upon  Manassas, 
when,  had  he  been  let  loose,  he  would  have  clutched  the  Rebel 
rear,  and  very  likely  have  caught  or  measured  swords  with  the 
greatest  of  the  Rebel  generals  at  the  East,  Job  Johnstow. 
Thus  his  circle  of  intrepid  action  commenced  and  ended  amid 
the  same  scenes.  Its  initiative  was  full  of  the  promise  of  glory 
and  success;  the  conclusion,  of  gloom  and  sorrow.  Even  a 
stranger  to  Kearny  (Lossing,  in  his  "  Civil  War  in  Ame  "^ca," 
ii,  358  and  454  [2],)  has  referred  to  this  curious  reflux  of  the 
careers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  of  Kearny  to  the 
vicinity  of  Manassas. 

With  the  disappearance  of  Kearny  fi-om  the  scene  forever, 
wrapt  from  us  in  the  fiery  gloom  of  tempest  and  of  battle,  his 
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mantle  fell  on  a  disciple,  who,  on  this  field  as  on  other  fields, 
demonstrated  that  he  had  grown  into  the  lustre  of  generalship 
in  the  exceeding  brightness  of  Keasnt's  example.  This  was 
Pennsylvania's  patriotic  son,  David  Bell  Birnkt,  who,  like  the 
friend  he  revered,  the  commander  he  imitated,  gave  up  his  life 
for  his  country  two  years  and  seventeen  days  later  —  October  18, 
1864  —  exclaiming,  with  his  last  breath,  "Boys,  keep  your  eyes* 
on  that  flag  I "  Noble  Bikxbt  !  true  in  life  and  death  to  Keabkt. 

The  command  of  Kearxt's  division  devolved  on  General 
Bibnbt,  who  promptly,  Kearnt  fashion,  ordered  a  bayonet- 
charge*  (according  to  the  popular  preference  for  the  word — in 
reality,  a  forward  rush)  by  his  own  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
First,  Thirty-eighth  and  Fortieth  Regiments  of  Volunteers  from 
Kearny's  native  State,  New  York.  This  order  was  executed 
with  great  gallantry  by  Colonel,  now  Major-General,  Tom  Egax, 
likewise  of  New  York,  and  the  Rebel  advance  driven  and  re- 
pulsed so  tbat  Birnet  retained  possession  of  the  field  of  battle 
during  the  night,  burying  our  dead  and  removing  our  wounded. 
This,  according  to  the  military  code  of  the  Romans  —  in  the  art 
of  war,  the  masters  of  the  world  and  of  all  times  —  constituted 
Kearny's  J>ivision  the  victors  at  Chantilly;  "  It  was  ever  a 
glorious  sign  of  victory,"  says  the  famous  critic,  von  Kausleb, 
in  his  "  Treff&n  bei  Mantinea^'^^  1543,  "  when  the  conqueror  not 
only  bore  off  and  buried  his  own  dead,  but  granted  to  the  ene- 
my permission  to  recover  their  dead  also,  under  a  suspension  of 
arms  accorded  for  that  very  purpose." 

And  if  the  spirit  of  its  former  leader  (Kearny)  could  have 
looked  upon  that  ensanguined  stage,  it  must  have  rejoiced  in 
the  proud  consciousness  that  his  influence  had  survived  him, 
and  rendered  the  men  he  had  disciplined  triumphant ;  that,  like 
the  Douglas  —  the  blood  of  whose  breed  of  men  flowed  in  the 
veins  of  Kearny  —  like  Douglas  dead,  his  name  had  won  tho 
field ;  or  better,  perhaps,  like  Henry  the  Upright,  slain  in  the 
Battle  of  Wahlstadt,  1241,  dying,  h,e  had  preserved  the  land  of 
civilization  from  the  barbaric  wave  of  slavery. 


*  JONXxn,  In  hlB  large  experience  of  war,  notices  one  remarkable  Act  often  anerted  by 
other  military  writers,  that  "  he  had  seen  posltloDS  carried  by  troops  with  ehoBlflsred 
arms,  but  that  in  the  line  of  battle  he  never  saw  a  conflict  with  the  bayonet"— Littba's 
-  LMno  Ager  UOl,  8th  May  law,  p.  380  (2). 
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VnaSTEY^B  REPORT  OP  CHANTTLLY. 

HEAIXiUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION*  THIRD  CORFB,> 
Fort  Lyox,  Va.,  Sepu  4tb,  1882.  / 

I  hsve  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  divbtion  In  the  battle  at  Chantlllj 
betweea  CentieyiUe  and  Fairfax  Oourt  Hooee,  on  Mondaj,  September  ist.  The  dfrMon 
reached  CSutotUIy  at  about  flye  o'clock,  p.  ic.  under  orders  fromOeDeral  HKnrrzKucAsr  to 
support  Oeneral  Rxno,  and  found  him  actually  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Under  orders 
from.Gaieral  Kkarky  I  reported  my  brigade  to  Cteneral  Bsxro,  and  by  him  was  ordered 
to  the  ftont.  On  reaching  that  point,  I  found  the  division  of  Cteneral  Stkvxns  retiring  In 
some  disorder  before  the  enemy;  the  officers  In  command  of  regiments  stating  that  their 
ammunition  had  been  exhausted.  I  immediately  ordered  Ibrward  the  Fourth  Xaln^ 
Volunteers,  which  gradually  advanced  and  was  soon  in  active  conflict,  and  gncecssftdiy 
took  forwaod  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  New  York,  Third  Maine,  Fortieth  New 
York*  and  First  New  York  Regiments.  (See  Kbarnt's  letters  following  Report  in  regard 
to  his  Maine  and  New  York  Troopo.)  These  held  the  enemy,  and  sustained  unflinch- 
ingly the  most  nxurderoua  fire. 

At  this  juncture,  General  Kkabitt  reached  the  hill  with  RAKxiCkX.pa's  Battery,  and, 
pladog  it  in  position,  aided  my  brigade  by  a  well-directed  Are.  I  then  pointed  out  to  the 
General  a  gap  on  my  right,  caused  by  the  retreat  of  Stbvxnb'  DIvIsIod,  and  aaked  for 
Rbbby^s  Brigade  to  fill  it.  He  rode  forward  to  examine  the  ground,  and,  dashing  past  our 
lines  Into  those  or  the  enemy,  fell  a  vicilm  to  his  gallant  daring. 

I  sent  forward  the  Thirty-eighth  New  York  and  Flfty-eeventh  Pennsylvania  to  complete 
our  victory.  They  advanced  gallantly,  and  when  night  dosed,  my  brigade  was  In  fiiH 
possession  of  the  battle-field  on  which  it  was  engaged. 

General  SIsabnt  not  returning,  and  supposing  that  he  had  been  taken  prisoner,  I 
assumed  oonxmand  of  the  Division ;  and  ordering  forward  Robinson's  and  Bbbby'b  Bri- 
gades, relieved  my  tired  regiments  and  held  the  liattle-ground  until  three  o'clock  ▲.  x.,  ai 
which  time  the  Division  followed  the  Corps  of  General  Rkno  to  Falrlkx  Court  House. 

During  the  night  we  removed  our  wounded.   Our  loss  has  been  heavy. 

I  was  aMy  supported  by  the  commanding  officers  of  my  regiments,  all  of  whoBi  sus- 
tained the  high  character  accorded  by  our  late,  lamented  commander,  in  his  report  of 
Friday's  engagement.  LiiMitenants  Lbe  and  Phillips,  of  my  staff,  deserve  especial  men- 
tion tixe  their  untiring  efforts  in  carrying  my  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field.  I  have  men- 
tioned these  in  previous  reports  for  gallantry.  Robinson's  Brigade  had  been  placed  on  the 
left  of  my  Brigade,  by  General  Kkabny,  to  support  Gbauam's  Battery.  It  was  imA 
nnibrtunately,  called  upon  to  engage  the  enemy,  but  assisted  greatly,  with  Bxbby*b  Bri- 
gade, during  the  night.  In  holding  the  field  In  face  of  a  vastly  superior  force  of  th» 
enemy.  I  was  much  indebted  to  General  Robinson  and  to  Colonel  Pob,  commandlnc 
Bbkby's  Brigade,  for  their  prompt  assistance  and  the  gallant  bearing  of  their  tired  com- 


I  am,  very  respectfhiiy. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

D.  B.  BIRNXY. 

Brioadter-Qeneral  ComnumdiaQ  IHvlHcmm 
LtetUeaant-Colonel  MoKbbvbb, 

AstUtant  A^vtam-Oeneral,  Third  Army  Oorpt, 


ISarVKBL  OF  KBARNY  IN  REGARD  TO  HIS  NEW  YORK  RBGIHENTB.* 

HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  DIVISION, 

Hkintzelman's  Gobpa, 

Camp  Bxbby.  Babhamsvilub,  JAiy  lOCfc,  IMZ. 


} 


ab  Mi  JheeUeney  Giovemor  MOBOAN : 

SiB— It  Is  with  great  satlsfhction  that  I  have  the  honor  of  bringing  to  your  notice  tha 
dfifffi^rfirftiff  conduct  of  Officers  and  Regfrnents  of  the  State  of  New  York  comprised  la 


*  This  note  and  the  following  should  have  followed  Kkabnt's  Report  of  WiUiamnhBifc 
bvt  they  are  too  Important  and  characteristic  to  be  omitted.  . 
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my  Division,  and  aa  particularly  illnatrated  In  tbe  late  severe,  bat  victorious  engagement 
of  the  fifth  Instant  in  front  of  Williamsburg.  These  were  the  Thirty-seventh,  Colonel 
Hayman;  the  Thirty-eight,  Colonel  J.  H.  Hobabt  Wabd;  and  ForUeth,  Colonel  Bxlkt. 

Hew  For*  iiritf  euerAoMAerptaee  cuEmpiukStatbcu  tofia  CM  Me  Am  meftsont  to  repruaii 
her/ 

If.  your  £zcellency,  I  do  not  i»artlcttlartse  individual  officers.  It  is  that  I  could  not,  where 
all  was  zeal,  distinguish  one  without  iiUosUce  to  the  other.  The  Colonels  are  of  the  same 
opinion  as  myself.  Colonels  of  two  of  them,  stop  beft>re  tbe  dUBculty  of  a  selection; 
another.  Colons  Hayman,  includes  his  entire  list. 

The  services  of  these  regiments  were  most  necessary.  Each  of  the  three  bore  tbe  fbll 
brunt  of  the  battle.  The  Thirty-seventy,  Colonel  Haymabt,  constituted  our  extreme  left, 
part  of  General  Bbbby's  brigade.  The  Thirty-eighth  and  Fortieth  Beglmenfes  served  on 
the  right  flank.  Daring  the  action  the  Thirty-eighth,  Colonel  Wabo,  and  a  wing  of  the 
Fortieth  regiment,  were  marshaled  for  the  desperate  work  of  piercing  the  enemy's  left 
centre  and  carrying  the  rifle>plts  in  the  nearly  impassable  abattls;  a  desperate  under- 
taking. But  I  knew  their  reputation,  and  I  was  sure  of  their  success.  Colonel  Hobabt 
Wabo  lost  nine  officers  out  of  the  nineteen  that  weot  Into  action.  Two  of  them  were 
prisoners  and  were  rescued. 

Your  Bzcellency,  I  particularly  name  to  you  these  Colonels  pw  most  meritorious  and 
gallant  officers,  and  trust  that  their  State  will  ever  be  mlndftal  of  them  as  her  proud  repre- 
scutatives. 

Your  Excellency,  in  making  you  this,  my  first  official  communication,  I  am  happy  to 
embrace  the  occasion  to  assure  you  how  sensible  I  have  ever  been  of  your  having  recom- 
mended me,  originally,  as  one  of  the  Generals  within  your  nomination/ 
I  eoclose  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of  these  three  New  York  reglmentk 

Most  respectftilly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KSARNY, 
BH0.'€fen,  Obmmandtno  Third  DMHon,  Rczxttzslkan's  Cbrpt. 
(Reb.  Bee.,  y,  Doc,  page  18  [2].) 


\  LBTTEB  OF  KSABNY  IN  BEGABD  TO  HIB  MAINE  TBOOP8. 

HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  DIVIBION,       -) 
Hbiktsbucam'b  Oobps,  S- 

Gamp  Bkbby,  Babhamsvillb,  Va.,  May  lOth,  1882. J 

3b  hU  StoeUenejf^  Isbaxl  Washbubn,  Jb.,  Oovemor  of  JUaine: 

Sib  —  As  Commanding  General  of  this  Division,  of  which  two  of  the  generals  com- 
manding brigades  (General  Jameson  and  General  Bkbby),  as  well  as  two  regiments,  the 
Third  Maine,  Colonel  Staplbs,  and  the  Fourth,  Colonel  Wai.kkb,  form  a  part,  I  take  thin 
opportunity  of  calling  to  your  notice  their  meritorious  conduct  In  the  late  fight,  and  to 
display  the  Act  that,  although  these  regiments  were  not  suflbrers  In  the  late  engagement 
at  Williamsburg  — having  been  detached  by  General  Hbiktzeulan  to  guard  the  left 
flank  —  by  their  steady  and  Imposing  attitude  they  contributed  to  the  suocess  of  those 
more  Immediately  engaged.  And  I  assure  yon,  sir,  that  with  such  material,  commanded 
by  such  sterling  officers,  nothing  but  success  can  crown  our  effi>rts  When  the  occasion 
requires.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  General  D.  B.  Bibvxt,  who  com- 
manded the  noble  brigade  of  which  these  two  regiments  form  apart.  General  Bibvxt 
commands  two  New  York  and  two  Maine  regiments. 

It  is  pecnllarly  i^iproprlate,  after  having  rendered  justice  to  the  Beglments  and  Colonels, 
to  bring  Generals  Jambson  and  Bbbby  to  the  especial  attention  of  yourself  and  dtlsens 
at  home,  who  look  to  them  for  noble  deeds  to  illustrate  their  annals,  and  I  am  proud  to 
state  that  they  havefunply  filled'  the  foil  meed  of  anticipated  distinction. 

General  Bbbby,  charged  with  the  left  wing  of  our  line  of  battle,  evinced  a  oonrage  that 
might  hav^  been  expected  of  him  (when,  as  Colonel  of  the  Fourth  regiment  of  Maine 
Volunteers,  he  nearly  saved  the  day  at  Bull  Run),  and  also  a  genius  for  war  and  a  perti* 
nacityln  the  fight,  that  proved  him  fit  for  high  command  — for  he  was  most  severely 
assailed  on  the  left,  and  had  most  difficult  rifle-pits  and  abattls  to  foce  and  carry. 

General  Jambson,  who  commands  the  First  Brigade  (One  Hundred  and  Second,  Sixty- 
third  and  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Eighty-seventh  New  York),  form* 
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lug  the  rear  of  the  oolamn,  on  the  maitSh  fh>m  camp  on  the  lllth  iBstant,  need  Tisor  bn 
bringing  up  his  men  under  every  difficulty,  and  was  with  me,  under  aevere  Are,  where  ha 
arrived  and  gave  guarantee  of  a  resolution  that  promised  suooeM  In  case,  daylight  remain- 
ing to  us,  he  had  been  advanced  to  the  attack  of  Fort  Hagrader  and  those  works  mhich 
the  onomy  evacuated  to  us  during  the  night,  and  toMeh  ht  wou  thRfirtA  to  enfer  ot  da^/Ut^Um 

I  have  the  honor,  rirs,  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  K£ARNT» 
SrUfodUT'Genaral  Oommcutdlng  Third  JMvMon,  HaniTzxuiAM*8  Cbrpa, 
CBeb.  Rcc.,  y,  Doa,  pages  18  [2],  19  [i].) 


KEABKY  PATCH. 

ArrwR  THX  Battlk  of  Ghaktilly  the  army  retired  to  the  defbnses  of  Washlngtoii. 
Genersl  BiKxner  retained  the  command  of  the  First  Dlylsion  of  the  Third  Army  Corps, 
which  had  devolved  upon  htm,  on  the  death  of  General  Xkakitt,  by  right  of  seniority. 
General  Kbabky,  before  his  death,  had  issued  an  order  requiring  the  oflicers  and  men 
under  his  command  to  wear  a  Baogb  or  Mark,  by  which  they  would  be  known  wherever 
met.  This  Sadoe  was  apiece  qf  teartet  doth,  worn  on  the  cap  or  hat,  so  as  to  be  visible  at 
all  times.  TtUs  was  the  first  attempt  to  designate  offloers  or  men  In  our  army  by  any  dis- 
tinctive mark  or  badge.  The  evident  oblect  of  this  order  was  to  mdhHdu4Uite  the  members 
of  this  division,  and  to  designate  the  offloers  and  men,  should  they  lag  on  the  mardi,  or 
straggle  in  action. 

Gennral  Bibkby  and  his  men  reached  the  defenses  of  Washington,  after  a  tedloas  mardit 
on  the  ad  of  September,  1862.   On  the  next  day  he  issued  the  following  order : 

HBADQUABTBB8  KEARirrS  I>IVI8IOK,l 
f  OBT  Lyok,  Va.,  September  4,  laSL       / 

[Gbnxiiai.  Obdkbs,  No.  4B.] 

The  BrigadlerGeneral  commanding  this  divldon  announces  with  deep  sorrow  the  death 
of  Major-General  Kjbabny,  its  gallant  commander.  Hs  died  on  the  battle-fleld  of  Chan- 
tllly  as  his  division  was  driving  the  enemy  before  it. 

The  entire  country  wiy  mourn  the  loss  of  this  chlvalric  soldier,  and  oiBoen  and  men  of 
this  division  will  ever  hold  dear  his  memory. 

Let  us  show  our  regard  for  Jiim  by  always  sustaining  the  name  which,  in  his  love  for  the 
dlvisloB,  he  gave  it,  viz.,  the  "  Fighting  Division." 

As  a  token  of  respect  for  his  memory,  all  the  officers  of  this  division  wOl  wear  crape  on 

the  left  arm  for  thirty  days,  and  the  colors  and  drums  of  regiments  and  batteries  will  be 

placed  in  mourning  for  sixty  days.    To  still  Airther  show  our  regard,  and  to  distinguish 

his  officers  as  he  wished,  each  officer  will  continue  to  wear,  on  his  cap,  a  ptece  of  searlek 

<doth,  or  have  the  top  or  crown  piece  of  the  cap  made  of  scarlet  doth. 

By  command  of 

Brigadier^General  D.  B.  BIBNET. 
J.  B.  Bbowh, 

Acting  AnUtant  Addutant-GeneraL 

rhe  Saxriet  JRcrfcA  reforred  to  in  the  foregoing  order  was  soon  oonverted  into  a  piece  of 

red  doth  or  flannel,  cut  In  the  form  of  a  diamond,  and  this  for  some  time  was  known  as 

the  Keabny  Patch.— Xi/'e  <^  Davtd  Bbll  Btrnbt,  Mc^cr-Generol  U.  &  VtOunteen 

(Philadelphia,  King  A  Balrd,  007Bansom  St, ;  New  York,  Sheldon  4  Go.,  400  Broadway, 

.  1887),  page  78. 


CHAPTER    XXXI. 

DEATH  AND  OBSEQUIES  OP  MAJOR-GENERAL 

PHILIP  KEARNY. 

"the  end  crowns  all,"  —  Shakespeco'e. 

"  A  gentle  knight  was  prtoking  on  the  plAhL"—  Bpxmsxb. 

**  Be  bold.   Be  bold,  and  eTerywhere  be  bold."—  Spbnbkb. 
"  High  erected  thooghta  seated  In  the  heart  of  coortesy."— Ar  Phiup  Sirarxr. 
M  That  chastity  of  honor  which  flelt  a  stain  like  a  wound."— Wosbbwobth 

**  Bou>  as  thou  la  the  fight, 
BUthe  as  thou  in  the  hall, 
Bhone  the  noon  of  my  might. 
Ere  the  night  of  my  fklL 

"  How  humble  is  death, 

And  how  haughty  Is  lift ; 

And  how  fleeting  the  breath 

Between  slumber  and  strIA  I " 

Habou). 

**  Three  hundred  brave  men  lay  down  to  sleep  upon  the  sod,  which  sod,  within  three 
davs.  they  were  to  sleep  beneath." — Bachis's  Dumas*  **  noea  of  Aloeria,** 

**  Triumph  Ibr  freedom's  battle-cry 
Shall  glTe  us  courage  new; 
Our  country  shall  stand  fixedly 

While  Northern  hearts  are  true ; 
Then,  countrymen,  we'll  hand  in  hand 

To  honor's  fight  away ; 
And  free  shall  be  our  Fatherland 
Until  ttie  Judgment-day." 

8ugetllitdfMichda'8ehtaeihibeiLelsmlo, 

**  False  flew  the  shaft,  though  pointed  well. 
The  rebel  lived,  the  hero  fell  I 
Yet  marked  the  Peri  where  he  lay. 
And  when  the  rush  of  war  was  past. 
Swiftly  descending  on  a  ray 
Of  morning  light,  she  caught  the  last — 
Last  glorious  drop  l\is  heart  had  shed, 
Befbre  its  flreebom  spirit  fled. 

*  Be  this,'  she  cried,  as  sh^  winged  her  flight, 

*  My  welcome  gift  at  the  Gates  of  Light : 
Though  Ibul  are  the  drops  that  oft  distil 
On  the  field  of  warfltre,  blood  like  this, 
For  Liberty  shed,  so  holy  is. 

It  woujd  not  stain  the  purest  rill 

That  sparkles  among  the  bowers  of  bliss  I 

Oh  I  if  there  be  on  this  earthly  sphere 

A  boon,  an  oflbring  Heaven  holds  dear, 

'Tls  the  last  libaUon  Liberty  draws 

From  the  heart  that  bleeds  and  breaks  In  her  cause  !* " 

Moou's  **  Laaa  Bookh," 
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"Good  fortane/'  myB  Poltbiub,  **la  equally  open  to  every  one ;  but  they  are  only  Generale 
endued  with  prudence,  discrimination  uid  fortitude,  whom  we  must  ooa^ider  as  cberisbed 
by  the  gods.  When  any  persons,  flrom  weakness  of  intellect,  want  of -knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, or  through  Inattention,  (all  to  perceive  the  various  principles  and  tendencies 
of  an  action,  they  commonly  ascribe  to  the  Immediate  interposition  of  Heaven,  or  the  fkvor 
of  Fortune,  the  success  which  was  owing  to  the  united  result  of  wisdom  and  sagacity." 

"  And  Ardennes  waves  above  them  her  green  leaves, 

Dewy  with  nature's  tear-drops  as  they  pass, 
Orlevlng,  if  aught  Inanimate  e'er  grieves. 

Over  the  unreturning  brave.    Alas ! 
Bre  evening,  te  be  trodden  like  the  grass, 

Which  now  beneath  them,  but  above  shall  grow 
In  its  next  verdure,  when  this  flery  mass 

Of  living  valor,  rolling  on  the  foe, 
And  burning  with  high  hope,  shall  moulder  oold  and  low.** 

Btboh's  **  OMIde  Harold,"  111,  S7. 

"  Let  the  tide  of  the  world  wax  or  wane  aa  it  will,"  Hobtok  thought,  as  he  looked 
around  him,  "  enough  will  be  /bund  to  fill  the  places  which  chanoe  renders  vacant;  and. 
In  the  usual  oocupiUIons  and  amusements  of  lift,  human  beings  will  succeed  each  other»  as 
leaves  upon  the  same  tree,  with  the  same  individual  difference,  and  the  same  general 
roKmblance."  Old  Mobtauty,  u.  24?— 'S. 


**  REBPLENDBT  gloria  ICABTIB 
ABKaTI  BXVBBAIC  VIBBB." 

"  Brothers-ln^rms,  attend  my  prayer: 
Whon  I  in  battle  die, 
To  my  native  *  State '  miy  body  bear. 
In  my  native  *  Btate '  to  lie.*' 

**  By  fUry  hands  their  knell  is  rung ; 
By  forms  unseen  their  dirge  Is  sung: 
There  Honor  comes,  a  pilgrim  gray. 
To  bless  the  turf  that  wraps  their  clay 
And  Freedom  shall  a  while  repair. 
To  dwell  a  weeping  hermit  there.*' 


'  That  liib  is  better  life,  past  fearing  death, 
Than  that  which  lives  to  fear." 


Clausian  (fo  Laud:  StO, 


IhB  Orenadien. 


William  OoLXJHs. 


Meatarefar  Jfeeutire.'* 


"  Noblest  of  men  woo't  die  ? 
•         ••••«• 

O,  withered  is  the  garland  of  the  wai*. 
The  soldiers'  pole  Is  fiiUen." 

Shakbspbabb'i/"  Anthony  and  Cleopatra,*'  Act  iv,  scene  IS. 

*'  Oh  1  happy  the  man  around  whose  brows,  he  (Death)  wreaths  the  bloody  laurels  In  the 
glitter  of  victory." — Ookphb's  ••  JlwMt."' 

"  Now  let  us  all  for  the  PxBcr  pri^e 
To  Jesu  most  of  myght. 
To  bring  his  sowle  to  the  blysse  of  heven, 

For  he  ^as  a  gentyll  knight.'*  Anelmt  BaUad, 

• 
**  Hall,  Bome,  victorious  in  thy  mourning  weeds! 

•  «  «  •  « 

Thou  great  defender  of  this  Capital, 

Btand  gracious  to  the  rites  that  we  Intend!  — 

•  e  •  •  • 
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Behold  tbe  poor  remains  allre  and  dead  r 
These  that  survive  let  Rome  reward  and  love; 
These  that  I  bring  unto  their  latett  home 
With  burial  amongst  their  ancestors : 

«  •  «  «  • 

Make  way  to  lay  them  by  their  brethren. 

(TAey  open  the  tomb.) 
These  greet  in  silence  as  tbe  dead  are  wont, 
And  sleep  in  peace,  slain  In  j'our  country's  wars  I 
O,  sacred  receptacle  of  my  Joys, 

Sweet  cell  of  virtue  and  nobility  " 

SHAKxapjuJtE's  "  Ittua  Andrcntmu." 

**  liO,  the  leader  in  these  glorious  wars 
Now  to  glorious  burial  slowly  borne — 


Lead  out  tbe  pageant,  sad  and  slow. 

Let  the  long,  long  procession  go, 

And  let  the  sorrowing  crowd  about  it  grow.*' 


TxmrTBoir. 

Kearny  had  fallen,  one  of  those  men  to  whom  a  country 
could  look  for  saving  service  in  the  crisis  of  a  nation.  A  man 
who,  at  the  same  time,  realized  Chaucer's  idea  — 

**  That  he  Is  gentU  that  doth  gehtU  dedis  "  — 

as  well  as  that  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  as  expressed  by  the  loss 
of  his  hero,  Roland  Gr^he  :  — 

"  He  who  fights  well  must  have  flune  in  111^  or  honor  In  death  '*— 

one  of  those  men  Montgomery  had  in  his  eye  when  he  wrote  — 

*'  Oashed  with  honorable  scars, 
Low  In  glory's  Dtp  they  lie. 
Though  they  fell,  they  fell  like  stars. 
Streaming  splendor  through  the  sky." 

Like  Cromwell  and  Napoleon,  and  many  other  great  soldiers, 
his  spirit  passed  away  amid  the  turmoil  of  the  tempest ;  in  his 
case  a  tempest  of  the  elements  as  well  as  of  men,  as  if  nature, 
in  convulsion,  sympathized  with  the  conflict  of  human  passion. 
At  the  very  moment  that  he  died,  he  seemed  to  stand  upon 
the  threshold  of  a  grand  future,  for  no  part  which  a  man  can 
"be  called  upon  to  play,  is  so  grand  as  that  of  a  great  general, 
to  whom  Heaven  accords  the  glory  of  preserving  his  country, 
and  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  people ;  for,  says  Decker, 
the  most  practical  and  concisely  comprehensive  of  all  military 
writers,  "A  great  captain  is  the  greatest  gift  which  God  can 
vouchsafe  to  a  nation."  It  does  not  always  require  the  explicit 
language  of  ofScial  commission  to  designate  the  man  to  whom 
the  leading  staff  will  be  intrusted  when  a  catyclism  occurs; 
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when  a  man  is  fonnd  whose  whole  life  has  been  consistent, 
resplendent,  indicative  of  combined  energy,  ability  and  intre- 
pidity. In  the  words  of  a  world-wide  known  writer,  words 
applied  to  Habold,  the  great,  popular  Saxon  King  of  England, 
"  The  final  greatness  of  a  fortunate  man  is  rarely  made  by  any 
violent  effort  of  his  own.  He  has  sown  the  seed  in  the  time 
foregone,  and  th^  ripe  time  brings  up  the  harvest.  His  fate 
seems  taken  out  of  his  own  control ;  and  greatness  seems  thrust 
upon  him.  He  has  made  himself,  as  it  were,  a  want  to  the 
nation,  a  thing  necessary  to  it ;  he  has  identified  himself  with 
his  age,  and  in  the  wreath  of  the  crown  on  his  brow,  the  age 
itself  seems  to  put  forth  its  flower."  How  eminently  true, 
however,  in  its  highest  signification,  is  this  applicable  to  Grant, 
whose  gi*eatne88  Kbabnt  dimly  foresaw  or  estimated  while  his 
star  was  just  rising  above  the  horizon  of  the  mass  of  military 
appointments,  and  how  fully  realised  in  his  election  to  the 
Presidency,  exactly  as  Habold  was  elected  Basileus  (King)  of 
England. 

Rarely  an  event  occurs  of  general  importance  which  does  not 
confirm  the  adage  that  "  coming  events  cast  their  shadows 
before,"  and  public  opinion  —  like  those  rumors  which  often  fill 
the  air,  yet  are  not  susceptible  of  being  traced  to  any  particular 
source  —  seem  gradually  to  have  embraced  the  conviction  that 
the  man  best  fitted  to  command  the  Army  of  the  Republic,  the 
"  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  was  that  one-armed  Philip  Kearny, 
who  combined  in  a  very  great  degree  the  indomitable  constancy 
or  will  of  U.  S.  Grant  ;  the  fiery  energy  and  dash  of  Philip 
Sheridan;  the  personal  courage  and  winning  manners  of 
HooKEB ;  the  practical  strategy  and  foresight  of  William 
Stabke  Rosecbans;  and  the  cultivated  mind  and  militarv 
information  of  Meade.  According  to  the  testimony  of  inti- 
mate friends,  one  the  principal  adviser  of  General  Kearny  — 
one  who  had  the  best  opportunity  of  knowing  every  fact  con- 
nected with  the  last  twelve  months  of  Philip  Kearny's  career 
—  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  have  been 
given  to  Kearny  had  he  survived  a  few  days  longer  to  assume 
that  responsible  position ;  to  which  it  was  deemed  that  Pope 
had  proved  himself  unequal,  and  to  which  the  supreme  authority 
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was  most  unwilling  to  restore  McClbllan;  yes,  was  almost 
humiliated  in  being  compelled  to  restore  McCleixan.*  Popb 
could  not  retain  the  command  since,  weighed  in  the  bal^lnce  of 
prejudice  —  unjustly  weighed — he  had  been  found  wanting, 
sacrificed  in  a  measure  as  another  patriot  was  subsequently  sac- 
rificed—  in  the  opinion  of  another  general  as  personally  brave 
as  General  Kbarnt,  betrayed  as  well  as  sacrificed  —  his  failure 
was  attributed  not  to  those  who  had  been  the  active  or  passive 
causes  of  it,  but  to  himself. 

Kearny  died  impressed  with  the  false  idea  that  be  was  the 
object  of  neglect  and  injustice  on  the  part  of  those  in  whose 
opinion  he  stood  the  highest;  in  the  estimate  of  the  people, 
and  in  the  judgment  of  those  who  represented  the  people. 
Never  was  a  man  more  greatly  self-deceived.  Chafing  under 
the  wrongs  of  little  minds,  tempororarily  invested  with  power 
to  wound  his  sensitive  nature,  he  did  not  look  abroad  beyond 
the  narrow  circle  which  hemmed  him  in  with  its  unintelligent 
lethargy  —  harder  to  bear  than  open  animosity  —  to  the  great 
mind  of  the  great  people,  who,  in  Abbahak  Lincolk,  had  its 
rugged,  truthful,  apt  expression. 

At  the  very  moment  when  that  fatal  'single  shot  or  volley 
struck  down  the  "  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  the  most  perfect 
soldier,"  a  letter  was  lying  in  the  War  Department,  signed  by 
the  Assistant  Secretary,  ready  for  transmission,  and  which  was 
forwarded  afler  his  death,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 


*  "  McCleixan  sbonld  never  have  received  the  oomnumd  again,  because,  to  \me  the  lan- 
guage of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  philosophical  historians  of  the  *  Slaveholders'  Rebel- 
lion ' :  *  Thoogh^ere  never  was  purer  patriotism  than  that  which  animated  the  soldiers 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  that  army  had  been  brought,  through  the  Influence  of  officers 
who  ourroqpded  Oeneral  HcCiaiaav,  into  a  most  dangerous  condition —dangerous  to  the 
best  Interests  of  the  nation  —  of  having  a  wish  of  its  own,  and  that  wish  in  opposition  to 
the  conviction  of  the  government.  JBn  camie$  UUtnUa  very  short  step  from  the  posseuion 
qf  a  wUh  to  the  expreeaion  of  <t  wUL  Perhaps  at  no  period  of  the  war  were  thoughtAiI  men 
more  deeply  alarmed  fbr  the  flitnre  of  the  nation  than  when  they  heard  of  the  restora- 
tion of  HcCucixAK  to  the  command,  and  recognised  the  unmistakable  constraint  under 
which  Che  government  had  acted.  It  was  In  vain  ibr  well  meaning  persons  to  affirm  that 
the  General  had  never  been  relieved,  and  that  what  had  now  taken  place  was  no  more 
than  an  ordinary  proceeding;  the  Peninsula  disaster  was  too  reoent,  the  complaints  and 
asseverations  of  Pops  of  disobedience  to  his  orders,  among  the  higher  officers,  too  loud 
fbr  the  real  state  of  aflkirs  to  be  concealed.' "  —  Johh  W.  Drapbb's  '*  CtvU  War  in 
America:*  U,  4M-'6^ 
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"  WAR  DEPARTMEKT.         ) 
".  Wabhingtox,  September  1st,  1862.  J 

"  Sm — The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

your  note  of  August  23d,  warmly  urging  that  Major-General  Kearnt  be 

assigned  to  one  of  the  corps  d'armee,  to  be  formed  from  the  new  levies.     In 

reply,  the  Secretary  instructs  me  to  say  that  he  knows  no  one  more  capable 

and  worthy  of  command  than  Major-General  Kearny,  and  that,  on  the 

re-organization  of  the  army,  he  will  endeavor  to  assign  him  a  position  com- 

mesurate  with  his  eminent  merits  and  distinguished  services." 

*'  I  hav©  no  warrant  to  state,"  continues  Cobtlandt  Parker, 

Esq.,  Kearny's  counsel,  friend  and  biographer,  "  and  yet  there 

is  satisfactory  ground  for  believing  that  even  a  higher  position 

than  that  alluded  to,  namely,  the  command  of  the  *  Army  of 

the  Potomac,'  would  have  been  his,  had  he  lived  long  enough 

to  take  Pope's  place.    Mr.  Stanton  had  ceased  to  have  respect 

for  the  ability  of  General  McClellax.     With  that  great  man 
«♦♦«'•#♦««« 

halting  aud  timorous  hesitation   and  procrastination  had  no 

favor,  while  bravery,  skill  and  constant  success  like  Kearny's 

had  overcome  original  prejudice  and  detraction,  and  converted 

him  into  admiration  and  confidence.     In  a  letter  under  his  own 

hand  to  Mrs.  Keabny,  he  says :  '  His  devoted  patriotism,  heroic 

courage,  and  distinguished   military  skill,  had  secured  to  him 

tlie  confidence  and  admiration  of  the  government,  and  endeared 

him  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  mourn  his  loss.'  * 

*  But  language  will  vainly  endeavor  to  describe  the  grief,  either  of  the  army 
or  the  people,  at  this  sad  event.  Both  had  long  been  intelligent  observers  of 
his  career— the  army,  through  dally  opportunity,  the' people,  in  spile  of  his 
contempt  of  newspaper  fame,  and  of  the  fulsome  efforts  made  by  so  many  offi- 
cers, or  their  ft'lends,  to  extol  their  merits  while  Ignoring  those  of'others. 
They  knew  him  to  be  the  savior  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  conse- 
quently of  the  country,  on  various  occasions  — at  Williamsburg,  by  rushing 
on  the  field  at  the  moment  of  almqpt  complete  defeat,  after  Jamming  his  way 
for  hours  through  miles  of  encumbering  masses,  and  by  his  sisill,  rapidity* 
and  personal  e:tpo8ure,  snatching  splendid  victory  out  of  the  very  Jaws  of 
defeat;  at  Fair  Oaks,*  by  stopping  the  demoralized  retreat  of  the  divisions 

*Faib  Oaks.— Sbdowick  came,  Hooker  and  Kkarny  came  —  Hookeb  with  tbe  2d 
New  Hampshire  and  the  l8t  and  llth  MassachuBctts ;  Kkabny  wtth  the  life  blood  of  Krw 
Jersej/.  brave  moi,  aU  of  them.  They  rallied  for  a  dcaperaU  charge  —  one  which  has  deter- 
mination in  it,  when  every  man  feelx  that  he  stands  at  the  gatexoay  of  eenturfjM,  at  Lkoxidas 
ttood  at  ThrnnopyUe.  Twenty-four  cannon,  additional,  were  brought  up.  The  united 
divisions,  Arm  and  unyielding  as  the  grt^nite  of  their  native  mountains,  moved  to  the 
charge—  onward,  right  onward,  unheeding  death  or  life !  They  came  upon  the  enemy  like 
a  thunderbolt  — bore  down  the  living  masses  in  tronX.  as  if  they  were  automatons— sent 
them  living  over  the  field,  and  captured  twelve  pieces  of  artllery ;  one  brigade,  including 
three  reglmpnts;  also  Ool.  Pkndlbton.  of  thn  ILiOUisiana  battalion,  and  £x-CX)ngressniaa 
Imxan,  of  the  tst  Georgia  regiment.  It  was  the  flnale.  The  enemy  was  defcai^^  at  last. 
He  had  come  on  with  h^h* hopes;  he  retired  discomdtted.  It  was  a  brilliant  victory.  It 
inspirited  our  troops. 


BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJOK-GBNKRAL  PHILIP  KEAENY.  149 

And,  again:  *His  high  appreciation  by  this  Department  was 
shown  by  the  I'ank  he  had  won  by  long  services  and  many  gal- 
lant deeds,  which  would  have  been  acknowledged  by  still  higher 
command,  if  he  had  not  fallen  on  the  field  of  Chantilly.' 

At  first  it  was  supposed  and  generally  believed  that  Kearx y 

had  been  taken  prisoner.    The  hope  of  the  soldiery  had  been 

'father  to  the  thought.     A  few  short  hours,  however,  dissipated 

the  doubt.     His  body,*  on  the  morning  of  September  2d,  was 

of  Couch  and  Caset,  withstanding:  the  exultant  rebels  pressing  on  to  tlie 
destruction  of  all  the  troops  then  on  the  Richmond  side  of  the  Chickahojn- 
iny,  until  the  arrival  of  Sumner  restored  the  equality  of  numbers,  and  ena- 
bled  us  to  gain  the  victory  of  the  next  day;  on  the  New  Market  rood,  by  again 
rushing  in  at  the  critical  moment  and  beating  back  the  triumphant  masses  of 
the  pursuing  rebels;  they  now  saw  him  at  the  Second  Manassas,  on  the  first 
day,  checking^the  enemy  after  all  others  had  tried  without  success,  almost 
driving  them  back,  and  sustaining  the  unequal  contest  with  their  heavy 
reserves  till  night  closed  the  combat;  on  the  second  day,  standing  till  10  p.  m., 
the  rear  guard  of  our  retreat,  covering  it,  and  at  last  himself  retiring  to  take 
his  place  in  camp,  in  front  of  the  advancing  Confederates;  and  finally,  at 
Chantilly,  after  passing  fl*om  front  to  rear  (that  is,  from  opposing  the  enemy 
in  front,  to  opposing  the  same  enemy  in  the  opposite  direction),  losing  his 
inestimable  life  in  driving  ofi'tlie  untiring  Jackson  from  cutting  our  commu- 
nications—a  task  which  his  lieutenant,  BiRNEY,  whose  whole  experience  in 
war  had  been  under  him,  performed.  So  that  to  Kearny's  division  again  was 
due  the  safety  of  the  discomfited  army.  They  saw  elsewhere,  teom  McClel- 
LAN  down,  personal  Jealousies  and  personal  views  interfering  with  and 
restraining  the  energy  of  officers  who  should  have  known  nothing  but  their 
duty  and  the  ;enemy,  while  Kearny  was  always  reliable,  and,  when  danger 
was  greatest  was  always  there.  And  so  they  mourned  for  him,  not  with  grief 
only,  but  with  fear.  For  where,  where  was  there  then  such  another?  Hooker 
bad  his  bravery,  but  not  his  skill.  Besides  these  two,  what  generals  at  that 
time,  in  that  army,  were  famous  either  for  military  skill  or  self  sacrifice  ? 
And  the  exulting  were  more  successftil  than  ever!  The  North  lay,  to  all 
appearance,  at  their  mercy.  (Cortlandt  Parker's  **  Philip  Kearny,  Soldier 
and  Patriot,"  pp.  40-41.) 

*  "  The  remains  of  General  Keabky  were  brought  into  Washington  oft  the  morning  of 
tlie  8d  of  September,  1862,  under  charge  of  Capt.  6.  W.  Mindil.  Assistant  AdJutant-Oeneral 
for  General  Kkarny.  and  Captain  Fitzhuoh  Bibkby,  Assistant  Adjutant-General  to 
General  Bibkey.  They  were  embalmed  by  Dra.  Bbown  and  Alexandeb.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War  granted  a  ftirlough,  which  he  wrote  with  his  own  hands,  to  Captains  M 

and  B for  five  days,  to  enable  them  lo  carry  the  remidns  to  New  York.  If  I  remem- 
ber correctly,  the  New  York  HercUd  of  the  5th  or  6th  of  September,  '62  (perhaps  7th  or 
8th),  gives  an  accurate  account  of  the  ceremonies. 

"  Captain  Hikdii,  afterward  became  Colonel  of  (the  27th  and  33d)  New  Jersey  Regi- 
ments, and  Brigadier-General  and  Brevet  MaJor-General  U.  S.  V.  He  was  a  highly  distin- 
guished officer.  The  Adjutant-General  of  New  Jersey  could  Inform  you  of  his  where- 
abouts.   I  feel  assured  he  could  give  you  some  valuable  information. 

Captain  Bibney,  a  noble  officer  and  a  martyr  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  died  at  George- 
town, D.  C,  in  July,  1864,  flrom  sickness  incurred  in  the  Wilderness  fight,  etc."— Major  G. 
H.  Heckxan. 

67 
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sent  in  to  the  Union  lines,  his  horse,  saddle  and  sword  were 
likewise  subsequently  returned,*  bat  his  person  had  been  rifled 
and  no  doubt  of  articles  of  value,  for  it  appears  to  be  an 
acknowledged  fact,  that  Kbabny  usually  carried  large  sums  of 
money  upon  him ;  money  which  he  always  used  with  lavish 
generosity  to  relieve  the  wants  of  our  own  soldiers,  and  had 
often  been  expended  in  alleviating  the  necessities  of  rebels  and 
enemies. 

General  Hookeb  has  often  alluded  to  the  fact  that  Robebt 
£.  Lee  sent  in  Kbabny'b  body  and  effects  to  Asm,  as  an  act  of 
intentional  courtesy.  If  so,  the  choice  of  Hoo^eb  was  most 
appropriate,  for  of  all  his  brethren  in  arms,  there  was  not  one 
who  was  more  highly  appreciated,  or  was  morp  greatly  esteemed 
by.  the  fallen  hero.  They  had  fought  side  by  side,  they  had 
borne  the  heaviest  burden  and  the  hottest  heat  of  the  day 
together,  and,  in  one  of  the  hardest,  if  not  the  hardest,  conflict 
they  had  passed  through,  Hookeb,  almost  in  extremity,  had 
sent  forth  a  despairing  cry  for  succor,  addressed  not  to  those 
most  near,  not  to  those  most  able  to  give  it,  but  to  that  man, 
the  farthest  from  him,  whom  he  knew,  that,  if  manhood  and 

*  While  It  most  be  conceded,  that,  according  to  received  opinion,  Kxakky'b  remains 
were  treated  with  the  highest  respect  by  those  Into  whose  hands  they  fell,  and  that  Robkbt 
E.  Le£  evinced  a  generous  conduct  In  this  regard,  the  following  quotation  is  entitled  to  a 
place.  It  is  an  eJCvract  ftx>m  "  Field  and  Camp."  "  by  an  ofBcer."  and  published  In  SooWb 
Monthly  (a  Georgia)  MofKutne^  transmitted  from  Kentucky  to  the  writer :  — 

"  Just  before  dark,  an  ambulance  came  up  and  deposited  a  dead  man  in  a  bouse  near  by. 
He  proved  to  be  Mi^Jor-Oeneral  Phii^  Ksabny,  U.  8.  A.  During  the  fight,  he  had  aoci> 
dentally  ridden  on  one  of  our  regiments,  when  the  men  called  out  to  him  to  surrender. 
Disregarding  this,  he  suddenly  wheeled  his  horse  about  and  attempted  to  gallop  off,  when 
he  was  shot,  and  died  almost  immediately.  He  had  lost  an  arm  in  Mexico  —  was  a  lanse 
handsome  man,  find,  as  he  la|r  there  buttoned  up  in  his  uniform,  presented  a  splendid 
specimen  of  physical  strength.  Our  men,  of  course,  crowded  around  to  see  a  Yankee  gen- 
eraL  One  poor,  ragged,  barefooted  follow,  cast  a  longing  look  at  the  fine  cavalry  boots  be 
had  on,  remarking,  as  he  did  sor  *  Number  nines— Just  fit  me,'  and  turned  away,  no  doubt 
thinking  it  a  great  hardship  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  appropriate  them  to  his  own 
use." 

The  following  paragraph  firom  the  same  article  would  lead  the  reader  to  suppose  that 
the  treatment  of  our  dead  at  this  time  depended  on  individuals,  rather  than  on  the  q»irlt 
which  animated  some  of  the  enemy:  — 

*'  I  was  very  tired,  and  as  all  was  quiet,  laid  still.  Presently  I  heard  one  of  the  men 
remark  to  another,  *  Do  yon  believe  a  hog  would  eat  a  dead  Yankee? '  *  No,  I  don't,'  said 
the  other.  *  Well,  look  there,'  was  the  reply.  I  looked  also.  There  were  two  dead  Yan- 
kees l^ng  close  to  the  fence.  "They  had  been  killed  by  shells,  and  were  badly  blown  to 
pieces.  One  had  his  breMt  torn  open,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  liver  was  hanging 
out.  Two  or  three  hogs  were  at  work  on  It,  tearing  It  to  pieces,  and  eating  away  with 
great  satlsfleu^lon." 

Does  this  need  comment  ? 
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soldiership  could  saye  him,  woald  overcome  every  obstacle,  and 
be  in  time  to  do  so.  Hookeb  has  often  reverted,  with  great 
feeling,  to  the  fact  that  Kbabny's  corpse  was  consigned  to  his 
friendly  hands,  and  the  writer  records  the  fact  with  the  greater 
pleasure,  since  the  last  person  to  whom  he  was  introduced  by 
his  lamented  cousin  was  Joseph  Hooker,  whose  '*  Battle  above 
the  Clouds,''  the  capture  of  the  formidable  positions  on  the 
summit  of  Lookout  Mountain,  as  extraordinary  an  exploit  as 
the  theatre  of  the  action  was  extraordinary,  has  invested  his 
achievement  with  a  romantic  interest  of  which  scarcely  any 
other  event  of  the  war  is  susceptible. 

**That  glorious  chief,  to  whom  was  given 
The  right  to  motile  the  clouds  of  heaven, 
▲nd  bear  the  starry  flag  on  high. 
Back  to  its  native  regions  In  the  sky. 
Behold  our  General  on  the  rocky  height! 
A  stately  statue  In  a  dome  of  light,  — 
With  all  the  Rebel  army  put  to  rout, 
Our  'fighting'  Hookxb  takes  a  long  Iiook  Out" 

There  is  nothing  which  makes  so  deep  an  impression  upon 
those  who  have  loved  and  lost,  as  the  fact  that  it  matters  not 
who  disappears  from  the  ranks  of  the  living,  no  matter  how 
high  in  intellect,  or  exalted  in  position,  or  extensive  in  influence, 
nature  evinces  no  knowledge  of  the  accident,  and  no  sympathy 
with  the  event.  Poets  and  historians  have  endeavored  to  con- 
nect convulsions  of  nature  with  the  fall  of  great  men,  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  any  can  be  authenticated,  since  the  "  Prince  of  life 
yielded  up  the  ghost,"  and  the  *'  Light  of  the  world,"  as  far 
as  regarded  the  garb  of  humanity,  was  extinguished.  Still 
curious  coincidences  do  occur,  and  one  of  these  distinguished 
the  hour  when  KsAiiirr  fell.  Everything  was  invested  with 
the  deepest  gloom.  A  fearful  storm  burst  upon  the  field  with 
unusual  violence  and  unseasonable  rigor,  bringing  in  premature 
darkness.  As  Dumas  says  of  Preuss-Eylau,  *'  sudden  night " 
set  in.  The  fortune  of  the  country  seemed  enshrouded  in  gloom 
and  at  its  lowest  ebb ;  the  popular  military  idol  had  proved  him- 
self unworthy  of  confidence ;  the  wiliest  politician,  grown  gray 
in  studying  the  expressions  of  human  inconsistencies,  had 
uttered  the  falsest  prophecies  and  the  most  delusive  hopes* 
The  shepherchi  and  watch-dogs  were  both  at  fault,  and  evente 
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had  proved  that  the  solution  of  the  problem  was  not  with 
them,  nor  within  the  scope  of  their  control  or  comprehension. 
Thenceforward  the  question  was  to  rest  with  the  PeopU.  It 
was  the  crisis  of  the  fate  of  the  Nation.  Almost  in  despair, 
men,  thoughtful  men,  began  to  look  alone  to  God  as  the  arbiter. 
They  began  to  feel  that  eternal  justice  must  be  propitiated 
before  we  could  hope  for  success.  Lincoln,  never  leading,  but 
always  being  propelled  by  the  people,  saw  this.  Slavery  was 
the  curse  of  our  nation,  and  the  origin  of  all  our  difficulties. 
Then  the  nation  bowed  to  His  will,  who  alone  can  "  give  us  help 
from  trouble ;  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man.''  Emancipation  was 
the  solution.  The  people,  moved  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  which 
is  Liberty,  willed  it :  Lincoln  decreed  it.  Then  was  realized 
the  promise,  that  "  through  God  we  shall  do  valiantly ;  for  He 
it  is  that  shall  tread  down  our  enemies.''  Then  night  fled,  and 
morning  broke. 

At  this  crisis,  the  darkest  hour,  that  darkest  hour  which 
always  precedes  the  dawn  of  a  new  day,  Kearny  fell.  The 
sun  of  his  day,  on  that  dismal  first  evening  of  the  autumn  of 
1862,  sank  shrouded  in  gloom,  as  if  the  great  light  of  the  uni- 
verse veiled  its  face  from  the  fall  of  such  lights  as  Stevens  and 
Kearny,  and  the  kindred  spirits  who  perished  at  the  climax, 
sacrifices  to  redeem  their  country.  On  the  morning  of  Septem- 
ber 2d,  the  sun  rose  again  unclouded,  as  if  the  propitiation  had 
been  accepted,  and  shone  in  all  its  splendor,  while  the  honored 
remains  of  the  hero  were  restored  to  his  mourning  friends. 

Four  days  later  they  lay  in  state,  in  his  residence  at  Bell 
Grove,  opposite  Newark,  filled  with  the  gems  of  art  with  which 
the  taste  of  the  living  man  had  surrounded  himself  But  the 
most  glorious  object  there,  amid  that  profusion  of  precious 
things,  was  the  body  of  the  slain  warrior,  with  his  remaining 
arm  pressing  to  his  bosom  that  exquisite  sword  *  which  he  had 
won  at  the  price  of  the  absent  limb. 


•  In  oonnectlon  with  this  **  exqutstte  sword,"  the  reader's  attention  )&  Invited  to  three 
docnments  following  this  chapter.  The;lr«<,  "Sword  Presentation  forKKARNY's  Services 
in  Hezlco,"  was  kindly  ftirnlstaed  by  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Townskkd,  who  deserves  to  become 
flimons  fbr  his  compilation  of  a  stupcj^doos  Oyclopedla  of  newspaper  articles  In  conneo> 
tlon  with  the  "  Slaveholders*  Rebellion,"  which,  in  Itself,  is  equal  to  a  large  library  on  that 
sal^ect.  It  should  oonstitate  a  portion  of  Chapter  XII,  and  preoed^^e  ooncladiag  para- 
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Hiff  funeral  can  never  be  forgotten  by  an  eye-witness.  Words 
cannot  do  JHStice  to  it,  for  it  was  sublime  in  the  spontaneous 
exhibition  of  the  grief,  respect,  and  love  exhibited  by  the  popu- 
lation of  a  huge  city.  It  was  a  marvel,  not  in  what  was 
ordered,  but  in  what  was  ^ot  decreed.  His  obsequies  were 
those  which  in  Europe  are  only  accorded  to  a  king  and  a  con- 
queror. Let  the  relative  be  silent ;  let  the  faithful  friend  tell  the 
rest.  He  has  indeed  told  the  truth,  and  tears  almost  start  in 
the  eyes  at  the  perusal  of  his  pages,  linked  with  the  recollection 
of  those  mouniing  drops  upon  the  cheeks  of  tens  of  thousands, 
whose  honest  tears  accompanied  and  followed  the  corpse  of 
New  Jersey's  most  brilliant  soldier,  the  son  of  her  adoption, 
but  the  son  of  her  deepest  love. 

**  It  is  impossible  to  forget  his  funeral,  or  to  refrain  from  re- 
calling here  its  striking  circumstances.  Intended  to  be  simple 
and  quiet  in  the  extreme,  the  people  willed  it  to  be  an  occasion 
of  most  solemn  grief,  and  would  not  be  restrained  from  the 
privilege  of  being  mourners.  Crowds  daily  thronged  his  man- 
sion, while  the  dead  hero  lay  awaiting  burial,  his  bronzed 
features  seeming  to  smile  'defiance  even  of  the  last  conqueror. 
The  city  authorities  of  Newark  almost  compelled  the  procession 
to  cross  the  Passaic,  and  traverse  the  streets  of  the  city ;  while 
deep  bells  tolled,  and  wailing  music  thrilled  the  air.  And,  most 
affecting  of  all,  from  the  entrance  of  the  cortege  into  the  city 
till  it  reached  the  point  of  departure  from  it,  spontaneously, 
irrepressibly,  in  solemn  silence,  except  for  the  tears  and  sobs  of 
many,  came  forth  a  crowd  of  people,  of  all  ages  and  each  sex, 
reverently  baring  their  heads  in  presence  of  the  dead  for  which 
they  had  stood  hours  in  waiting,  as  orderly  and  as  carefully 
placed  as  if  under  military  directions,  yet  entirdy  unregulated 

graph  on  pa«^  153.  It  was  not  received,  however,  nntil  six  months  after  that  chapter  was 
in  print.  The  aeeond,  **  Kjearny's  Charob  zk  Mkzioo,"  should  have  been  Inoorporatod 
In  Chapter  XI,  and  refers  partly  to  an  Incident  alluded  to  on  pages  138  and  149,  but  prlncl< 
p«dl7  to  the  grand  charge  which  Is  the  main  subject  of  the  chapter.  This  highly  interest- 
ing letter  from  a  partlcipater  In  the  glorious  achievement  did  not  come  to  hand  until 
nearly  a  year  after  this  chapter  was  in  print.  The  third  document,  "  Bbkikisckncbs  of 
KUARKY,"  is  ftom  the  pen  of  Brevet-Major  U.  S.  V.  and  Colonel  N.  Y.  V.  Clifford 
Thoscfbon.  It  relates  to  Kkarny's  flnt  association  with  any  military  organization  In 
connection  with  our  Great  Civil  War.  This,  too,  was  not  sent  to  the  author  until  about 
ten  months  after  the  Chapters  XVI.,  XYII..  XVUI.,  XIX,  to  which  it  refers,  were  In  the 
bands  of  the  printer. 
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by  authority  —  an  army  of  mourners  testifying  thus  the  depth 
of  their  grief,  and  their  appreciation  of  their  hero's  services. 
On  no  occasion,  except  the  funeral  of  Likcoijc,  was  such  regard, 
within  my  knowledge,  manifested.  And  so  he  was  borne  to 
the  venerable  yard  where  his  father  and  his  dead,  darling  boy 
lay.  The  magnificent  service  of  its  cathedral  church  was 
chanted  over  his  remains.  The  final  salute  echoed  through  the 
great  city,  startling  the  speculations  of  its  busy  exchange. 
There  he  lies,  not  mouldering,  but  embalmed,  while  his  memory 
is  embalmed  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen." 

"Four  days  later"  —  is  the  corroborative  language  of  an 
eloquent  writer  and  acute  observer  —  ''all  N'ewark  was  in  tears 
as  the  long  funeral  cortege  filed  slowly  through  the  streets, 
bearing  to  his  honored  burial  her  most  brilliant  son ;  nay,  the 
bravest,  the  ablest  and  most  accomplished  soldier  that  had  as 
yet  poured  out  his  life-blood  on  any  battle-field  of  the  great 
war.  Trinity  church,  in  the  metropolis,  was  opened.  The 
coffin,  with  the  sword  and  trappings  of  the  deceased,  was  placed 
in  the  main  aisle ;  the  service  was  read,  and  then  the  choir 
poured  over  the  vast  assembly  those  sublime  words  of  Mendels- 
sohn's '  St.  Paul :'  *  Happy  and  blessed  are  they  which  have 
endured ;  yea,  blessed  and  happy  are  they.* 

"  The  massive  portal  of  the  family  tomb  was  opened,  the 
coffin  and  its  load  of  sacred  dust  laid  away  for  its  perpetual 
rest  beside  a  soldier  kindred  in  blood  and  qualities  ;  while  the 
wails  of  martial  music  and  the  thrice-repeated  volleys  showed 
that  no  mark  of  respect,  no  sign  of  woe,  was  wanting  in  the 
funeral  ceremony. 

"  *  Sach  honors  Ulam  to  her  hero  t>ald,    ' 

Then  peaceftil  elopt  the  mighty  Hector*s  shade.* 

"  General  Keabny  fell  in  the  dimmest  and  gloomiest  hour  of 
the  great  struggle.  Two  weeks  more  of  life  and  he  would  have 
seen  a  noble  stroke  falling  full  on  the  rebel  crest "  at  South 
Mountain,  and  three  days  after  that  again,  had  Hooker  been 
supported  as  Kearny  had  ever  supported  Hooker,  such  soldier- 
ship and  leadership  as  the  former  ever  evinced  would  have  made 
Antietam  what  it  should  have  been,  what  it  must  have  been 
with  any  effort  of  true  generalship  —  the  decisive  battle  of  the 


BI0QRAPH7  OF  MAJOBrOSNERAL  PHILIP  EBARNT.  455 

war  at  the  East,  a  Gettysburg,  with  consequences  as  awful  to 
the  rebels  as  the  discomfiture  of  their  hopes,  their  plans  and 
their  efforts  had  been  complete.  ''  Impetuous,  fiery,  sanguine, 
and  brave  almost  to  recklessness,  it  was  his  misfortune  to  be 
commanded,  daring  the  year  of  his  service  in  our  war,  and  the 
last  of  his  mifitary  career,  by  men  for  whose  military  ability  he 
seemed  to  feel  only  a  mutilated  respect.  Though  at  no  time 
permitted  to  engage  in  a  decisive  battle,  and  generally  leading 
a  forlorn  hope  or  fighting  against  time  till  reinforcements  came, 
or  called  to  restore  a  shattered  front,  or  to  make  a  retreat  sullen 
and  dangerous,  General  Keasny  in  no  instance  failed  to  execute 
the  precipe  duty  which  the  commanding  general  expected  of 
him.  At  Williamsburg  he  was  ordered  to  hasten  to  the  front 
and  support  Hooker.  He  reached  the  front  by  exertions  the 
most  strenuous,  and  he  did  more  than  merely  support*  Hooker, 
*  he  saved  Hooker.'  At  Fair  Oaks,  after  Casey's  division  had 
crumbled  under  the  impact  of  the  rebel  force,  he  arrested  the 
rout,  stayed  the  enemy's  advance,  fell  back  in  order  when  sorely 
pressed,  and  held  the  field  till  the  heavy  reenforcing  column 
from  the  north  bank  could  reach  the  scene  and  retake  the  ground. 
In  the  Seven  Days'  retreat  he  was  vigilant,  firm  and  defiant, 
protesting  at  every  step  of  retrograde  and  making  the  enemy 
pay  dear  for  every  advantage  gained.  At  Groveton,  his  fighting 
and  the  ground  he  twice  wrested  from  the  clipch  of  Stonewall 
Jacksok  is  the  one  brilliant  jewel  on  the  sackcloth  of  disaster. 
Chantilly  is  redeemed  from  obscurity  and  made  fascinating, 
though  not  emblazoned  with  positive  victory,  by  the  story  of 
his  spirited  defense,  the  brave  front  he  opposed  to  disaster,  and 
the  uncalculating  courage  with  which,  in  that  lowering  night- 
fiaill,  he  dashed  out  through  the  unknown  forest,  resolved  to 
master  the  situation  though  the  reconnoissance  might  cost  him 
his  life  —  as  it  did. 

**  Philip  Kearny's  place  in  the  Army  of  the  Pptomac  was 
never  made  good.  His  mantle  fell  on  no  man's  shoulders. 
Brave  men  and  brilliant  men  rose  after  him,  and  fought  well 
and  died  well.  The  face  of  the  country  was  made  historical  by 
great  battles,  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Appomattox.  But 
no  such  figure  as  his  careered  with  knightly  grace  in  front  of 
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the  serried  battle-line ;  no  voice  like  his  to  ring  above  the  roar 
of  the  cannon ;  no  spirit  so  potent  as  his,  whether  to  sustain 
men  through  disaster  or  cheer  them  on  to  victory ! " 

Consigned  to  the  family  vault  in  Trinity  churchyard,  his 
remains  were  deposited  by  the  side  of  two  of  his  relatives, 
who,  like  him,  had  held  commissions  from  their  country  in  a 
previous  war ;  one  of  whom  was  a  cavalry  officer,  with  a  record 
almost  as  resplendent  as  his  (Kearny's)  own,  one  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  as  an  aid  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  Scott.  At 
the  same  time,  a  staff  officer  in  one  of  the  regiments  which  had 
occupied  the  ground  around  Arlington  House,  up  to  the  time 
that  Kearny  assumed  the  command  of  his  famous  New  Jersey 
First  Brigade,  and  now  formed  part  of  the  funeral  escort,  was 
another  cousin  who  had  woli  his  warm  regard,  and  received  the 
highest  approbation  of  his  superior  for  gallant  service  at  the 
First  Bull  Run,  a  brother  of  Kearny's  Volunteer  Aid  at  Wil- 
liamsburg. 

One,  however,  was  wanting  at  his  ftineral  whom  the  dead 
warrior  held  in  the  highest  respect  and  regarded  as  the 
first  general  of  his  time.  This  was  Lieutenant-General  Wix- 
FiELD  Scott.-  The  veteran  commander's  letter,  however, 
sufficiently  explains  the  reason  of  his  absence.  Brief  as  it  is, 
the  concluding  sentence  is  such  a  glorious  testimonial  to  the 
worth  of  the  deceased,  that  it  might  be  selected  almost  without 
the  change  of  a  word  as  the  most  appropriate  inscription  fcM*  a 
monument  to  Kearny. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  American  people,  Lieutenant-General 
Scott  must  always  occupy  a  place  in  the  first  rank  of  their 
military  leaders  —  between  Lieutenant-General  or  General  (it  is 
questionable  if  the  latter  title  was  ever  actually  conferred) 
Washington,  and  Lieutenant-General,  afterward  General, 
Grant.  Neither  the  services  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  in 
eJstablishing  the  nation,  nor  those  of  Grant,  in  preserving  it, 
can  lessen  the  glory  of  the  "  hero  of  two  wars,"  who  maintain- 
ed the  national  honor  amid  so  many  doubtful  issues  on  our 
northern  frontiers,  and  carried  "  Old  Glory  "  through  obstacles 
apparently  insurmountable,  to  a  consummate  triumph  in  Mexico. 
No  one  was  capable  of  forming  a  juster  estimate  of  Keaknt 
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than  Lieutenant-General  Winpibld  Scott,  for  it  was  in  the 
military  family  of  that  accomplished  veteran  that  Kearny  ac- 
quired the  principles  of  the  science  of  war,  and  it  was  imder 
the  eye  of  that  intrepid  old  lion-leader  that  Kearny  achieved 
his  most  notable  exploit,  leading  the  Balaklava  charge  of  the 
American  07ie  hundred  through  an  army,  np,  if  not  into,  the 
San  Aqtonio  gate  of  Mexico. 

The  closing  lines  of  Scott's  letter  of  regret  could  not  be 
stronger.  No  follower,  friend  or  relative  of  Kearny  could  ask 
them  to  be  stronger. 

West  Point,  Sept.  7, 1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  am  much  grieVed  that  I  did  not  know  of  tlie  time  and 
place  of  the  funeral  of  Major-General  Kearny  till  the  receipt  of  your  note 
yesterday  about  noen.  when  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  reach  New  York 
in  time,  or,  cripple  as  I  am,  I  should  certainly  have  made  every  effort  to 
be  present  to  assist  in  doing  honor  to  the  memory  of  an  old  staff  officer  of 
mine,  and  recently  a  highly  distinguished  General  —  the  hra/oest  among  tho 
br(voe  —  whom  the  whole  Union  admired  in  the  field  when  living,  and  now 
mourns  among  the  dead.  I  look  upon  his  fall,  in  the  present  great  crisis 
of  the  war,  as  a  national  calamity. 

Respectfully  yours, 

WINFIELD  SOOTT. 

The  writer  has  received  two  letters  in  regard  to  the  death 
of  Major-General  Phiup  Kearny,  which  clear  up  every  doubt 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  occurred.  The  firsjb  is  from  an 
officer,  who,  in  consequence  of  his  modest,  unassuming  manners 
is  scarcely  known  beyond  the  circle  in  which  he  moves,  and 
yet  that  officer  discharged  his  duty  with  such  efficienfcy  as  to 
elicit  the  grandest  testimonials  almost  ever  accorded  to  a  staff 
officer.* 

•  Brigadier-General  Haupt  characterized  bim  as  "  one  of  the  few  No.  1  officers ;"  Major- 
General  Hancock  sought  him  for  his  staff;  Major-General  Mbade  wrote:  "There  is  no 
officer  of  this  army,  who,  In  my  Judgment,  from  arduous  and  lUthftil  services,  has  more 
ftilly  earned  promotion;"  Major-General  Wabbbn  testified,  among  other  warm  en- 
comiums, for  "  constant,  laborious  and  oftentimes  daring  reoonnolssancee.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  bis  services  were  Indispensable  In  our  marches  through  the  country  fa& 
which  the  army  has  continually  operated."  Colonel  Maookb,  17.  S.  Engineers,  charao- 
terlsed  him  as  *'  Inde&tigable,  thoroughly  honest  and  conscientious."  Finally,  not  to  lire 
the  reader,  an  Army  Correspondent  of  the  New  York  TrUAme^  speaking  of  the  value  of 
good  staff  officers,  pays  the  following  merited  compliment  to  Captain  W.  H.  Painx.  It  sur- 
prised least  those  who  knew  him  best,  that  he  should  be  thus  spoken  of:  "  There  Is  a  cer- 
tain Captain  of  Engineers  at  army  headquarters,  who  Is,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  the 
hardest  worked  and  most  useftil  officer  In  this  whole  army.  It  is  his  buslnew  to  ascertain 
— and  he  must  do  it  mainly  by  personal  observation — the  topography  of  every  new  region 
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This  gentleman  is  Breret-Colonel  W,  H.  Paine,  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  describes 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  Ist  September,  1862,  as  the 
worst  he  remembered,  daring  his  term  of  service.    The  storm 


the  army  oocapies.  He  moat  take  snrveyB,  qneBtlon  oontrabands,  deserten  and  prtoonera 
In  regard  to  roads,  bridges  and  fords,  draw  maps,  and  eonsnlt,  ollener  ereiD  than  oorpa- 
commanders,  with  the '  Major-Oeneral  Commanding.*  In  a  word,  the  acmy  is  o(t«i  de- 
pendent upon  the  Judgment  of  this  one  captain.  A  fortnight  ago,  at  BpottsylTanla,  he 
partly  disoovered  and  partly  made  a  road,  where  fbnr  miles  were  aared  In  morlng  troops 
from  right  to  left  of  line.  That  night,  amid  the  darkness  and  rain,  he  piloted  over  this 
road  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps,  and  next  morning,  by  attack  and  sminlse,  we  eaptored 
twenty  guns  and  7/X)0  prisoners.  But  for  the  dlsoovety  of  a  blind  brldle>path,  which  Afty 
pioneers  in  two  boors'  time  widened  and  improved  to  the  capad^  of  a  road  fit  for  arttt' 
lery,  the  attack  which  resulted  so  sucoeesftilly  woul^  not  have  been  thought  practlcables. 
V10TO&  Hugo  attributes  the  timely  arrival  of  Bluckxb  at  Waterloo  to  a  happy  choice  by 
a  subordinate  (a  country  lad)  of  the  rlgbt  road,  which  was  but  a  balf-deAnedpath— so 
much  do  battles  hinge  on  apparont  trivialties.  The  offloer  I  have  been  talking  of—  a  modest 
man,  who  will  be  startled  beyond  composure  should  he  ever  see  this  —  Is  Captain  W.  H. 
Paiks,  of  the  Topographical  Engineers,  an  appointee  fh>mctvll  llfo.**  Inins,  Bovassr  (at 
page  172,  VOL  11.)  of  his  **  Llfo  of  Louvois/'  the  great  war-minister  of  Ijpun  ZTV  (in  whom 
we  had  a  foeble  parallel  in  Stanton  as  to  capadtyi  but  exact  in  energy  and  despotia 
prejudices),  represents  the  Pbincb  or  Oondx  as  begging  '*  that  one  CSAxukT  may  be  sent 
to  comfort  or  assist  him,  as  he  knows  exactly  how  to  do  so."  "  This  Cbamlat,  Bomncr 
remarks,  deserves  to  hold  a  much  higher  rank  or  consideration  in  the  military  history  oT 
IjQiriB  Xrv,  than  is  generally  conceded  to  him.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  Mdroehal 
Oenarai  det  LagU  de  VArmee^  which  ia  translated  In  technical  dictionaries  **  Qnartermaa- 
ter-General."  This  does  not  by  any  means  express  his  pecollar  ftinctions.  The  dotfee  of 
this  office  consisted  in  reoonnoitering  the  routes  whi^  the  troops  wero  to  follow,  the  «9- 
oampmentB  which  they  were  to  occupy,  and,  on  occasion,  the  ground  on  which  they  wer« 
to  fight.  These  ara  the  very  services  which  are  now  discharged  by  officers  of  the  general 
Btaif,  or,  with  us,  are  more  pecnllarly  those  of  the  Topographical  Bnglneers.  C3biaiu^t 
possessed  the  genius  of  military  topography.  In  April,  1872,  when  Lovvois  was  bavins 
the  routes  studied  out  by  which  the  armies  of  Louis  XIV  wero  to  advance  to  attack  the 
forces  and  strong  places  of  Holland,  the  Buks  or  Luxxmbubo  wrote  to  him :  **  Thta,  sir. 
Is  a  rq;K>rt  whose  proparation  I  have  assigned  to  Bikub  »b  Chaiclat.  I  do  not  know 
him.  but,  perhaps,  he  Is  the  most  proper  person  who  can  be  found  for  such  a  duty.  The 
man  U  a  livtno  tnap,  and  he  can  make  an  exact  map  of  any  ground,  even  if  he  has  only 
seen  It  once."  What  Is  moro,  Chamuiy  was  an  honest  man  and  a  capable  one  outside  of 
his  profession,  but  withal,  so  modest  that  he  did  not  seek  to  obtain  what  he  deserved. 
His  merit  naturally  compelled  its  recognition  and  impressed  capable  Judges. .  Tuxbnnb 
and  CoNDB  quarreled  to  get  him.  He  soon  won  the  confidence  of  Louvou,  and  under 
him  became  a  second  minister  of  war.  After  the  death  of  Louvois,  Loua  XTV  wished 
to  make  him,  Chami^t,  titular  minister  of  war.  Oblami^t  reftised.  Having  been  the 
Mend  of  the  fkther,  he  did  not  wish  to  supercede  the  son,  or  rather  he  would  only  accept 
the  bnrthensome  portion  of  the  inheritance;  the  business,  the  caros,  the  work ;  leaving 
to  Babbbzibuz  the  honor  of  the  success,  the  distinction  of  the  ministerial  office,  and  the 
enJo3^ment  of  the  power.  Ohaklat,  like  Tauban,  like  Oatinat,  was  one  of  those  men 
so  raroly  found,  at  once  foil  of  intelligence  and  integrity,  whom  any  one  can  praise  with- 
out distrust  (or  dlseounlt)  because  the  cynical  Saint  Sikon  has  praised  him;  one  whoee 
constant  sxid  sincere  friendship,  after  being  an  endorsement  for  Iiouvois,  living,  con^ 
tinues  as  an  honor  for  his  memory,  and  in  case  of  necessity,  a  shield  <or  Justification)."  If 
such  a  character  applies  to  any  one  man  more  than  another  In  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  evoked  for  the  suppression  of  tbe  **  Slaveholders'  Rebellion,'*  It  belong  to  the 
civilian-appointment,  originally  a  surveyor.  Titular  Captain,  Additional  Ald-de^2amp 
Guide  and  Topographical  Engineer,  Brevet  Colonel  U.  S.  V.,  W.  H.  Painb. 
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was  so  violent  that,  then  and  there,  for  the  first  time,  he  found 
it  impossible  to  make  any  observations  or  take  any  notes. 

It  was  during  this  fearful  storm,  through  which  the  battle 
continued  to  rage  until  the  enemy  were  repulsed  and  their  at> 
tempt  to  flank  us  frustrated,  that  he  met  General  Kbarnt, 
The  following  is  his  statement  of  that  interview,  intensely  in- 
teresting because  he  or  General  Birnsy  were  the  last  with 
whom  KearnT  conversed  upon  earth: 

Dear  General  :  In  aooordance  with  your  request,  I  will  mention  such 
circumstanceB  as  occurred  under  my  own  observation,  just  previous  to  the 
death  of  the  brave  and  gallant  Qeneral  Philip  BlEARkt  upon  the  field 
of  battle,  knowing  that  any  incident,  however  trivial  in  itself,  which  tends 
to  throw  any  additional  raj  of  light  upon  the  events  of  the  last  hour  of 
one  whose  memory  all  delight  to  honor,  will  be  appreciated,  and  by  none 
more  than  by  yourself. 

The  rebel  Cieneral  Jackson's  troops  were  moving  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, two  days  after  the  battle  of  Qroveton,  down  the  little  River  turnpike, 
with  a  flank  well  extended  and  protected,  while  the  Union  army  was 
moving  upon  and  holding  the  road  leading  from  Centreville  and  inter- 
secting  the  Little  River  turnpike,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of 
Fairfax  Court  House. 

Qeneral  Reno's  Corps  was  moving  down  between  these  two  roads,  and, 
becoming  engaged  with  the  enemy,  formed  in  line  of  battle  facing  the 
north.  It  soon  became  very  stormy  and  dark,  but  still  the  battle  raged, 
and,  as  it  progressed.  General  Reno's  forces  moved  further  to  the  right, 
vacating  the  ground  previously  held  by  his  left. 

On  riding  from  this  point,  I  found  General  Kearny,  with  his  command, 
about  to  advance  from  the  rear  toward  this  vacated  position,  and  informed 
him  that  it  was  vacated,  and  that  his  own  left  and  front  were  uncovered 
by  the  movement  of  General  Reno's  troops.  He  expressed  surprise,  and 
said  that,  from  the  instructions  he  had  received,  he  thought  there  was  a 
force  there  which  he  was  to  support,  if  necessary.  After  replying  to  his 
particular  inquiries  as  to  who  I  was,  and  my  means  of  information,  he 
added  that  it  conflicted  both  with  his  instructions  and  other  information 
received ;  but  if  true,  was  very  important  for  him  to  know.  I  then  left 
him.  I  learned,  subsequently,  that  he  went  forward  immediately,  and 
came  soon  upon  the  enemy,  by  whom  he  was  shot. 

We  all  know  of  his  personal  bravery  and  courage,  and  are  not  surprised 
at  the  idea  of  his  braving  the  danger  of  a  personal  reoonnoissance  to  ascer- 
tain the  relative  position  of  the  enemy  to  our  own  troops,  when  that  point 
was  in  doubt  and  the  knowledge  of  vital  importance. 

EsARNY  could  scarcely  have  parted  from  Paine  when  he 
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encountered  Birney.     The   particalars   were  thus  given  by 
General  BiRffEY,*  his  valuable  subordinate,  afterward  himself 

*  "  On  reaching  the  field,  near  the  village  of  CSiantUly,  General  Bxrkst,  by  orders  ftom 
General  Ksahky,  reported  to  General  Reko.  and  was  ordered  to  the  firont.  When  he 
arrived,  a  portion  of  the  division  of  General  Btbvrns  was  retiring  in  difiorder,  the 
officers  of  the  regiments  stating  that  tlieir  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Birkky  ordered 
forward  the  4th  Maine,  and  then  took  forward  the  lOlst  New  York,  8d  Maine,  'lOth  and  bst 
New  York.  These  regiments  engaged  and  drove  back  the  enemy,  thoogh  greatly  Inferior  in 
numbers.  As  the  regiments  were  going  forward.  General  Kkarny  came  up  with  Ran- 
Doi.pii's  Battery,  which  was  at  once  put  in  position  to  sustain  the  brigade.  General  Bcb- 
JTET  pointed  out  to  General  Kearny  agap  on  bis  right,  caused  by  the  retiring  of  Stevens' 
men,  and  asked  that  Berry's  Brigade  be  ordered  up  to  fill  it.  Rearny  insisted  that  It 
was  Impossible  for  such  a  gap  to  exist,  and  said  he  would  ride  forward  to  see  what  troops 
were  ther*).  Birney  warned  him,  and  urged  him  to  remain,  saying  he  would  ride  into 
the  enemy's  lines,  but  Kearny  retorted  a  Jesting  remark  about  Birnsy'b  caution,  and 
dashed  ahead.  ThlB  was  the  last  Birney  ever  saw  of  his  friend.  In  the  words  of  General 
Heintzelman,  he  pressed '  forward '  to  reconnoitre  In  his  usual  gaUant,  not  to  say  reek- 
less,  manner,  and  came  upon  a  rebel  regiment.  In  attempting  to  escape  he  was  killed. 
The  country  has  to  mourn  one  of  its  most  gallant  defenders.  At  the  close  of  the  sl^pe  of/ 
Yorktown  he  relieved  (General  Hakilton  in  the  command  of  the  division,  and  led  it  la 
the  various  battles  on  the  Penlnsala,  commencing  with  WUliamsbtug.  His  name  ia 
Indentifled  with  its  glory. 

"  As  General  Kearny  did  not  return,  General  BiRzapY  supposed  he  had  been  taken 
prisoner,  and  assumed  command  of  the  division,  being  the  ranking  brigade  oommander 
on  the  field.  Though  a  violent  thunder-storm  was  raging,  our  men  fought  desperat^y, 
and  the  enemy  were  driven  from  ourfrotU,  Their  retreat  was  hastened  by  the  Thirty-eighth 
New  York  and  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  which  Birney  ordered  up  '  to  complete  the 
victory.'  Afterwards  Rorinson's  and  Berry's  brigades  were  ordered  forward  to  relieve 
the  tired  and  decimated  regiments,  and  Birney  remained  in  possession  of  the  field  nnUi 
S  \.  K.,  the  next  day,  when  he  followed,  with  the  division,  the  corps  of  General  Bbmo  to 
Fairflix  Court  House. 

"  During  the  night  (1st  September)  onr  men  were  busy  In  removing  the  wonnded  and 
burying  the  dead.  About  10  p.  m.,  the  officer  In  command  of  the  enemy's  lines  sent  a  flag 
to  General  Birney  and  made  himself  known  as  a  former  correspondent  of  Birney's,  at 
Columbia,  South  Carolina.  He  said  he  had  within  his  lines  the  body  of  General  Kearny, 
and  would  forward  it  If  General  Birney  wished  him  to  do  so.  Of  course  General  Birney 
requested  that  the  mangled  kK>dy  be  sent  him,  and  when  the  troops  moved  they  ourried 
with  them  the  remains  of  their  beloved  and^allant  generaL  That  midnight  march  was 
a  sad  one  for  officers  and  men.  Tbey  had  ^Ined  a  victory,  and  an  important  one,  but 
their  brave  leader  had  fkUen,  and  his  death  caused  grief  which  prevented  any  exultation 
over  their  success.  Birney  was  not  the  least  of  the  mourners.  Thovs^  for  months  he 
had  been  in  the  midst  of  carnage  and  slaughter,  he  could  not  restrain  his  foellngs,  and  had 
the  enemy,  during  the  darkness,  made  an  attack  upon  those  lion-hearted  men,  who  a  few 
hours  before  had  won  a  victory  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  they  would  have  found  them 
unmanned  and  almost  IncajMtble  of  resistance. 

*'  The  success  of  our  arms  at  Chantllly  was  of  great  Importance  to  onr  army.  General 
Pope,  disheartened  by  the  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  some  corps  commanders, 
was  on  the  retreat  towards  Washington  with  exhausted  troops,  who  had  become  dispirited 
by  frequent  reverse.  The  rebel  commander,  with  troops  flushed  with  success,  attempted 
to  out-flank  General  Pope.  Had  this  movement  been  a  success,  such  of  onr  men  as  suc- 
ceeded in  ragainlng  Washington  would  have  entered  it  as  a  disorganized  mob  and  not  aa 
an  army.  Besides  this,  the  wounded  and  sick  were  sufiforlng  for  want  of  care  and  medl> 
cine.  One  large  train  of  medical  stores  had  been  captured,  and  the  movement  which 
ChantUly  had  fkmstrated  would  have  resulted  In  the  loss  of  the  second  train,  which  was 
then  on  Its  way  to  General  Pope's  Army.  General  Pope,  in  his  official  report,  on  pages 
18  to  27,  gives  to  the  success  of  Chantllly  its  real  importance.  He  says  (page  27),  *  The 
main  body  of  our  forces  was  so  much  broken  down  and  so  completely  exhausted,  that 
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a  martyr  to  his  country's  cause :  "  During  the  battle  of  Chan- 
tilly,  my  brigade  was  actively  engaged.  I  noticed  that  Ste- 
ven's Division  had  *  *  retreated,  leaving  a  gap  of  half  a 
mile  on  my  right.  I  asked  General  Kearny  for  Berry's 
Brigade,  to  fill  it ;  he  stated  that  he  had  ordered  the  colonel 
commanding  to  report  to  me,  and  was  indignant  at  his  delay. 
But  he  said  it  was  impossible  that  General  Reno  could  have 
permitted  such  a  gap ;  that  I  must  be  mistaken ;  that  there  cer- 
tainly were  troops  there  of  ours.  I  assured  him  that  there  was 
not.  At  this  time  it  was  raining,  and  the  smoke  from  the  bat- 
teries hung  low.  I  galloped  down  to  send  in  a  regiment  to  my 
left.  He  accompanied  me,  and  as  we  leaped  a  ditch  his  horse 
'  shied,  and  he  remarked  how  disagreeable  that  a  horse  should 
behave  so  in  a  battle.  He  then  galloped  to  the  right,  and  I  saw 
him  no  more."  From  Colonel,  now  General  Medill  (Mindil  ?), 
then  his  Aid,  I  fill  out  the  history.  General  Kearny  was  on  a 
black  horse,  and  covered  with  an  india-rubber' cloak.  It  was 
late  in  the  evening —  dark  with  clouds,  the  drizzly  rain,  and  the 
shade  of  the  woods.  He  determined  to  see  for  himself  if  such 
a  danger  existed  as  such  a  gap  in  the  Union  line.  Bidding 
Colonel  Medill  stay  behind,  he  dashed  forward  to  inspect. 
Pollard  says :  '^  General  Kearny  met  his  death  in  a  singular 
manner.  He  was  out  reconnoitering,  when  he  suddenly  came 
upon  a  Georgia  regiment.  Perceiving  danger,  he  shouted, 
'  Dont  fire  —  I'm  a  friend '  —  but  instantly  wheeled  his  horse 
around,  and,  lying  fiat  upon  the  animal,  had  escaped  many 
bullets  when  one  struck  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  spine,  and, 
ranging  upwards,  killed  him  almost  instantly." 

they  were  In  no  condition,  even  on  the  ist  of  September,  fbr  any  active  operations  against 
the  enemy,  bnt  I  determined  to  attack  at  daylight  on  the  2d  of  September  In  flront  .of 
Chantllly.  The  movement  of  the  enemy  had  become  so  developed  •  •  •  •  and  was 
so  evidently  directed  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  with  a  view  of  turning  my  right,  that  I  made 
the  necessary  disposition  to  flght  a  I^attle  on  the  road  flrom  Gentrevllle  to  Fairfax  Court 
House. 

"  Bjexo  was  to  push  fbrward  to  the  north  of  the  road  in  the  direction  of  Chantllly. 
Hkintzslxan's  corps  was  directed  to  take  post  Immediately  in  the  rear  of  Bend.  *  * 
Just  before  sunset  on  the  first,  the  enemy  attacked  us  on  our  right,  but  was  met  by  a 
counter  attack  by  Hookxr,  McDowixl.  Rbno  and  Kearny's  Division,  of  Heiktzlk* 
man's  Corps.  A  very  severe  action  occurred  in  the  midst  of  a  terrific  thunder  storm,  and 
was  terminated  shortly  after  dark.  The  enemy  was  driven  back  entirely  from  our  front.'  "— 
"  Life (^Dayid  Bili<  Bibnbt,  Maior-Qtntral  UnUed  States  VolunUeri"  (Philadelphia, 
King,  Baird  dt  Co.,  7  Saosom  St. ;  New  York,  Sheldon  A  Co.,  400  Broadw%y,  1867),  p. 
60,  etc. 
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Doubtless  this  is  very  near  the  truth,  and  tallies  almost  exactly 
with  the  story  related  to  the  writer  at  the  time,  substituting  a 
Louisiana  for  a  Georgia  rdgiment.  Had  Keabnt  enjoyed  the 
use  of  two  arms  he  would  have  escaped,  since  he  could  have 
thrown  himself  completely  out  of  the  saddle,  Indian  fashion, 
thus  interposing  his  animal  as  a  shield.  An  inch  more  depres- 
sion would  have  saved  him,  for  the  angle  of  incidence  was  such 
that  in  the  latter  case  the  ball  would  have  been  deflected  aut- 
toardy  occasioning  a  mere  superficial  wound,  whereas  it  glanced 
inward^  with  mortal  effect,* 

After  Kbabny  left  Bibnby,  he  was  next  seen  by  Brevet  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Samubl  N.  Bbkjamik,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery, 
whose  account  is  as  follows :  ^'  After  the  action  at  Chantilly  had 
been  over  for  more  than  an  hour,  troops  from  my  left  began 
marching  past  my  position  going  toward  the  turnpike.  I  was 
on  our  right,  and  a  country  road,  or  a  farm  road,  ran  past  my 
left  and  then  went  up  an  opening  toward  our  left  flank.  After 
a  number  of  troops  had  passed  and  the^  road  was  clear,  I  saw 
General  Kbabnt  ride  past  at  a  swift  gallop,  entirely  alone,  and 
turn  down  the  road  toward  our  left,  in  the  direction  the  troops 
had  come  from.  It  was  dark  (probably  between  8  and  9  p.  ir^ 
I  am  uncertain  as  to  time),  but  he  passed  within  twenty  feet  of 
me,  and  in  the  full  light  of  my  fire.  I  called  to  him  to  warn 
him  that  the  troops  there  had  been  partially  or  entirely  with- 
drawn, but  he  did  not  hear.  I  called  otie  of  my  ofiicers  to  send 
after  him,  but  the  General  was  well  out  of  sight  for  some  min- 
utes before  he  came,  and  we  thought  it  was  useless  to  look  for 

*  Washinotok,  S^pL  (MA,  1862.  —  *'  Haying  discovered  a  preralUng  error  in  regard  to  the 
woundB  upon  the  body  of  Mi^or-General  Phtlip  KzARirr,  created,  no  doubt,  by  the  mere 
BormteeB  of  various  newspaper  correspondents,  we,  as  the  embaJmers  of  the  body,  ftti  ft 
a  duty  we  owe  to  the  public,  and  the  flunily  of  the  deceased,  to  give  a  true  statement  of  the 
fikcts.  Mi^or-Qeneral  Kkarstt  met  his  death  by  the  rec^tlon  of  a  Mtnle  rifle-ball  of 
large  calibre,  which  entered  his  body  through  the  glnteos  mtucdes,  at  a  point  a  little  back 
of  the  articulation  of  the  left  hip  Joint.  The  ball,  impinging  on  the  bones  of  th«  pelvis, 
penetrated  the  os-innominata,  whence  it  directed  its  course  through  the  abdominal  viscera, 
to  the  integument  Just  above  the  umbilicus,  sliding  up  between  the  skin  and  the  Btenram, 
where  it  lodged,  forming  a  distinct  and  discolored  tomor  Just  above  the  centre  of  tb« 
breast  We  cut  the  ball  out,  which  was  much  flattened  and  abraded  by  the  resiatanee  It 
met  in  passing  through  bones.  We  placed  the  missile  in  the  hands  of  f^apfa^*"  W.  C. 
2CORVOBD,  Quartermaster  of  General  Kbabnt*8  stafl;  to  be  by  him  delivered  over  to  tha 
disponsolate  fbrnily.  who  wiU  no  doubt  keep  it  as  the  most  valoable  relto  bequeathed  to 
them  by  the  **  bravest  of  the  braveb    ** 

(Signed)  Drs.  Bbown  A  Albzaxbbs, 

Smbalmen  pfthtDoad, 
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him  in  the  dark  (I  was  lame  and  conld  not  rise  from  the  gronnd 
without  assistance),  although  we  hoth  felt  uneasy  about  him. 
Fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  later,  I  heard  in  that  direction  two 
musket  shots,  followed  by  a  straggling  volley  of  perhaps  thirty 
shots,  or  less.  It  was  the  firing  which  sealed  his  fate.  I  was 
in  the  same  place  until  2  a.  m,  of  the  same  morning,  and  heard 
no  other  firing. 

'*  A  Captain  Hall,  who. was  one  of  Bctbnsidb's  Quartermasters 
when  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Maryland,  during  October,  1862,  gave 
mc  an  account  of  his  death,  which  he  got  from  a  rebel  officer, 
then  a  prisoner.  .  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  direct  or  not, 
but  I  think  the  officer  either  claimed  to  have  been  present  or  to 
have  got  it  from  one  present  with  the  party  who  killed  the  Gen* 
eral.  I  loved  and  admired  General  Kearny,  and  am  glad  his 
record  is  to  be  placed  before  his  countrymen."  * 

The  news  of  Ksabny's  fall  shocked  the  whole  nation. 
KsABNT  had  enjoyed  so  many  miraculous  escapes  and  passed 
through  so  many  perils,  that  the  people  had  almost  come  to 
believe,  with  the  old  officer  of  the  Huguenot  wars,  that  ^^a 
gallant  and  all-daring  heart  is  a  buckler  which  neither  steel  nor 
lead  can  penetrate."  Nay,  Kbabnt  almost  seemed  to  realize 
the  superstition  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  and  of  the  "  Iron 
Age  "  of  Sir  Jamss  Tubnbr,  that  there  were  men,  '*  Oefroren 


*Thi8  note  Is  Inaerted  that  every  acooant  may  be  presented,  bat  the  aathor  places  (he 
most  impUclk  oonfldence  In  OoL  Bkwjakix's  story. 

"  We  are  informed  by  a  prominent  lawyer  of  this  city,  that,  while  sojonminff  in  Amboy 
last  night,  he  passed  a  pleasant  hour  in  company  with  a  ibrmer  rebel  officer,  who  was 
attached  to  BtokswaiiL  Jackson's  division  of  the  Oonfoderate  army  during  the  war,  and 
who  related  an  Interesting  reminiscence  of  the  death  of  General  Kxarny,  of  which  srul 
event  he  was  an  eye-witness : '  The  gallant  Kxabht.'  he  said, '  received  his  death  wound 
flrom  a  private  soldier  under  my  command,  and,  when  he  fell  ftom  his  horse,  I  hastened, 
with  many  others,  to  the  point  whwe  he  lay,  not  supposing  that  his  wound  was  a  mortal 
one.  Just  as  we  reached  his  body,  howevex,  his  limbs  gave  one  convulsive  quiver,  and 
then  all  was  over.  Seeing  that  he  was  a  msjor-general,  word  was  srait  to  headquarteni  to 
that  effect,  and  General  Jackson,  coming  to  the  spot.  Immediately  gave  one  glance  at  the 
dead  oflloer's  fbatures,  and  exclaimed,  *'  My  God,  boys,  do  yon  know  who  you  have  killed  r 
Ton  have  shot  the  most  gallant  officer  in  the  United  States  army.  This  Is  Phxx..  Kkabitt, 
who  lost  his  arm  In  the  Mexican  war."  He  then  involuntarily  lilted  his  hat,  every  officer 
of  the  group  (bllowing.hls  example,  and  tat  a  momott  a  reverential  silence  was  observed 
by  all.  Subsequently,  the  body  of  the  dead  soldier  was  placed  upon  two  boards,  and,  when 
being  removed  to  headquarters,  was  Ibllowed  by  General  Jacksom,  General  Ewxli.,  and 
other  officers,  while  a  regimental  band  preceded  It,  playing  adead  march.' "  ^  Wat  Flrv^ila 
newt  (quoting  Newowk  [N.  J.]  Cburfer),  Bavenswood,  W.  Va.,  April  tth,  1089,  Ibrwarded  by 
OoL  r.  B. 
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as  the  soldiers  termed  it,"  that  it  is  rendered  impervioas,  by 
magic  arts,  to  steel  or  to  bullet.  Clayeruouse,  Viscount  of 
Dundee,  was  looked  upon  hj  foe  and  friend  as  one  of  these 
charmed  men.  lie  was  a  leader  much  like  ELearnt,  killed  like 
the  latter  in  the  moment  of  success,  at  Killiekrankie,  whom 
Wordsworth  commemorated  in  the  verse  — 

**  O,  for  a  single  hoar  of  that  Dnndee, 
Who  on  that  day  the  word  of  onset  gave."  — 

whom  Sir  Walter  Scott  selected  as  one  of  his  prominent 
heroes ;  whose  history  has  employed  so  many  and  such  able  pens. 

The  very  fact  that  it  was  so  unexpected,  rendered  Kearny's 
death  the  more  shocking.  His  fall  was  looked  upon  as  a  national 
calamity.  For  a  prominent  and  magnificent  figure  to  fall  from 
its  pride  of  place  is  always  a  startling  event ;  but  immeasurably 
more  so,  when  that  figure  is  being  elevated  to  the  highest  posi- 
tion, and  is  shattered  at  the  moment  when  it  is  about  to  be  set 
up  on  the  very  pinnacle  of  the  temple. 

When  the  certain  news  of  his  death  came  home  to  those 
scenes  which  he  admired  most,  and  where,  as  late  as  in  1855, 
he  intended  to  locate  himself  for  life,  a  young  oflicer,  a  cousin, 
who  had  been  with  him  at  Williamsburg,  and  won  Kearny's 
handsome  mention  for  his  deportment  there,  lay  stricken  with 
James  River  fever,  battling  for  •  life  with  that  fell  disease. 
When  the  news  of  his  beloved  cousin  and  commander's  d^^th 
was  communicated  to  him,  no  one  was  aware  how  deeply  grati- 
tude for  almost  fatherly  kindness,  mingled  with  the  warmest 
affection,  had  rooted  itself  in  the  young  man's  heart.  Raising 
his  enfeebled  head,  he  exclaimed  :  "  My  cousin  Phil,  killed  ?" 
"  Yes."  The  young  ofl5cer  sunk  back  upon  his  pillow,  lay  silent 
for  a  moment,  as  if  almost  unable  to  credit  that  the  warrior  he 
had  witnessed  defying  death  triumphantly,  had  indeed  fallen. 
Then  suddenly,  as  if  the  full  realization  of  the  sad  truth  had 
flashed  upon  his  fevered  mind,  he  burst  into  a  passion  of  tears, 
turned  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  scarcely  spoke  for  two  days. 
Many  who  evinced  less  visible  emotion  than  the  sick  soldier, 
felt  almost  as  deeply  as  he  did,  and  were  almost  tempted  to 
exclaim,  that  the  glory  had  departed,  that  a  planet  had  been 
stricken  from  its  orbit. 
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When  KEARNf  joined  the  "  Army  of  Virginia,"  dispirited  by 
the  treatment  he  had  experienced;  disheartened  at  the  pros- 
pects ;  disgusted  at  the  intermeddling  of  politicians  with  things 
beyond  their  sphere,  he  looked  forward  with  a  soldier's  anxiety 
to  the  immediate  future  of  our  arms  ;  but  like  a  true,  patriotic, 
and  brave  American,  he  "  never  despaired  of  the  common- 
wealth," or  the  restoration  of  the  TJnion: 

No  officer  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  had  knit  himself  so 
deeply  into  the  respect  of  all  true  soldiers  in  it.  The  masses 
might  hurrah  for  MgClellan,  but  the  fighting  men  cheered 
for  Kearny.  How  he  stood  with  those  who  had  borne  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  from  Torktown  to  Richmond,  from 
the  Chickahominy  to  Malvern  Hill,  from  Warrenton  to  Fairfax 
Court  House,  was  demonstrated  to  *  him  that  day,  with  whose 
sun  "his  own  glorious  light  went  out."  Kearny  who  had 
covered  the  retreat  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  August,  with 
Hooker  (stricken  down  severely  wounded,  in  the  hour  of  suc« 
cess  at  Antietam),  with  Reno  (slain  at  South  Mountain),  (both 
of  these  within  three  weeks,  subsequently),  with  Stevens  (killed 
almost  at  his  side),  was  again  summoned  to  assume  the  post  of 
danger  and  of  honor.  He  rode  forward  like  a  triumphal  con- 
queror. . 

Regiment  after  regiment,  as  his  erect  and  martial  form,  like  a 
stately  apparition,  passed  by  through  the  hurtling  storm, 
*'  hailed  him  with  cheers  upon  cheers,"  and  followed  his  shining 
locks  (grown  prematurely  gray  with  cares  for  his  men)  with 
their  shouts  of  admiration.  This  is  the  picture  drawn  by  one 
who  watched  his  career  with  unflagging  interest. 

An  eye  witness,  who  had  fought  by  his  side,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  campaign,  within  hearing  of  his  guns,  and  in  sight 
of  their  flashes,  in  every  engagement  in  which  he  participated, 
corroborates  this  statement  in  these  words :  "  On  the  afternoon 
of  the  Ist  of  September,  Heintzelman's  (Third)  Corps  was 
ordered  to  move  towards  Chantilly,  where  General  Stevens 
was  contending  with  the  rebels  for  the  road  on  which  our  trains 
were  retiring.  The  Second  Division  (General  Hooker's)  was 
in  line  and  about  to  march ;  the  First  Division  (General  Kear- 
ny's) had  already  moved,  and  General  Kearny,  seeing  the  rear 

69 
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of  his  division  well  on  the  way,  spurred  hiB  horse  to  hasten  for- 
ward so  that  he  might  reach  the  head  of  his  command,  for  it  is 
well  known  that  Keabny  was  always  restless  when  not  at  that 
post  As  he  passed  along  the  line  of  the  Second  Division  he 
received  such  a  salvo  of  cheers  from  that  command  —  each  regi- 
ment taking  up  the  cheer  in  succession,  and  all  swelling  into  accla- 
mations which  rung  again  —  as  proved  to  all  within  miles  that 
a  favorite  and  appreciated  General  was  passing.  This  was  a 
compliment  indeed,  doubly  so  when  it  came,  as  it  did,  from  a 
rival  division,  and  that  division  a  body  of  troops  which  had 
fought  for  months  by  the  side  of  the  gallant  'Fighting  Phil' 
Kea.bkt's  especial  command,  and  had  been  led  by  General 
Hooker  ('Fighting  Joe').  Eeabnt  testified  how  much  he 
appreciated  the  compliment  intended,  for,  letting  drop  the  reins, 
he  took  his  little  military  cap  in  his  hand,  and  bowing  low,  even 
to  the  saddle  bow,  with  head  uncovered,  his  horse  galloping  at 
the  top  of  his  speed,  he  acknowledged  this  truly  heartfelt 
demonstration  in  his  favor."  This  we  have  from  an  eye  witness, 
W.  B.  And  thuk,  as  was  said  of  Rienzi — when  the  wing 
of  the  death  angel  cast  a  shadow  over  his  proudest  ipoment  of 
triumph,  so  that  the  Popular  Tribune  seemed  by  one  step  to 
descend  from  the  pinnacle  of  glory  into  the  grave  —  even 
so  "the  Bajrard  of  our  Host,"  crowned  with  the  applause 
of  those  best  able  to  judge  of  his  merit,  spurred,  as*  it 
were,  invested  with  the  blaze  of  acknowledged  pre-eminent 
soldiership,  into  a  grave  which  is  all  aglow  with  his  never 
contested  or  even  questioned  fame,  a  very  Phcenix  to  hia 
Pyre.  "I  can,  indeed,  sympathize  with  you,  my  dear  O.  SL 
H ,"  are  the  words  (12th  of  September,  1862,  "Washing- 
ton) of  a  letter  froto  a  common  friend  (D.  de  K )  to  one* 

of  Eeabnt's  original  staff  officers,  "  in  the  loss  of  the  noble 
and  chivalric  Eeabnt.  I  rode  with  him  an  hour  before  his 
death  as  he  passed  along  the  lines,  and  received  the  cheers  and 
plaudits  of  every  regiment  he  passed,  not  only  his  own,  but 
troops  of  other  corps.  Two  day«  before,  in  a  long  talk  with 
him,  he  said,  ''  Ah,  well !  when  this  war  is  over,  atler  a  quiet 
sojourn  at  my  Jersey  home,  I  will  go  to  Paris  and  lead  a  happy 
life,  and  make  up  for  all  this  discWfort  which  surrounds  me 
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here."  Glorioas  Kbabnt.  He  fdl^  and  his  men^  by  his  epirit, 
wan  the  fighJt  and  saved  the  Army  of  Virginia.  And,  alas 
that  it  should  be  so  !  he  was  there  obliged  to  die  bj  the  jealous- 
ies and  lakewarmness  of  other  Generals  (more  of  this  anon). 
Traly  you  say  that  we  can  not  replace  him,  His  brilliant 
daring  made  timifl  Generals  brave,  his  fame  and  name  made 
others  emulous.  It  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  aocnmulate  evi- 
dence of  the  exalted  opinion  entertained  of  Kbarnt  by  all  who 
knew  or  watched  his  "  coui*8e  of  light."  Still  the  following 
incident,  whether  it  be  wholly  true  or  not,  proves  what  a  hold 
KEABmr  had  won  upon  all  who  had  come  in  contact  with  him. 
After  the  war  the  writer  encountered  on  the  Upper  Potomac  an 
Irishman,  in  1862  an  employee  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, who  served  with  the  Army  of  Virginia.  Upon  learning 
the  relationship  existing  between  the  person  addressing  him  and 
Kbabny,  he  became  very  communicative  and  enthusiastic,  and 
spoke  long  and  loud  in  praise  of  the  dead  hero.  He  said  he 
well  remembered  that  fearful  night  at  Chantilly,  for  on  that 
occasion  he  was  in  charge  of  a  corrall  of  1,500  horses,  and  had 
his  hands  full  restraining  the  animals,  frenzied  by  the  lightning 
and  the  blaze  of  the  conflict.  When  he  had  almost  succeeded 
in  making  them  secure,  news  came  that  Ebabnt  was  killed. 

«  By ,"  said  he,  with  an  awful  oath,  "  when  I  heard  that^  X 

thought  it  was  all  up,  and  I  let  the  1,500  horses  go."  Doubt- 
less, the  man's  nerve-force,  had  become  almost  exhausted,  and 
it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  the  tidings  of  the  death  of  such  a 
favorite  as  KsABirr,  generally  supposed  to  bear  a  charmed  life, 
made  him  feel  all  was  lost,  completely  unnerved  him  and  para- 
lyzed his  energy  and  strength. 

A  writer  herein  before  referred  to,  who  never  did  justice  to 
Kbabnt  while  living,  relents  over  his  corpse,  and  pays  him  an 
elegant  but  deserved  tribute  of  admiration.  ^'  A  firm  front  was 
maintained  at  Chantilly  by  Rbno,  Hookbb,  a  part  of  McDowbiX 
and  Ebabnt,  until  Stbvbns'  division  of  Rbno's  corps,  owing 
to  the  exhaustion  of  its  ammunition  and  the  death  of  its 
General,  was  forced  back  in  disorder.  To  repair  this  break, 
Ebabnt,  with  a  promptitude  that  marked  him,  sent  for- 
ward Bibnbt's  brigade  of  his  own  division;  and  presently, 
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all  aglow  with  zeal,  brought  np  a  battery  which  he  placed 
in  position.  But  there  still  remained  a  gap  on  Biknby's 
right,  caused  by  the  retirement  of  Stevkns'  division.  This 
BiBNEY  pointed  out  to  Keabky,  and  that  gallant  soldier,  dash- 
ing forward  to  reconnoiter  'the  ground,  unwittingly  rode  into 
the  enemy's  lines,  and  was  killed.  In  his  death  the  army  lost 
the  living  ideal  of  a  soldier  —  a  preux  chevalier^  in  whom  there 
were  mixed  up  the  qualities  of  chivalry  and  gallantry  as  strong 
as  ever  beat  beneath  the  mailed  coat  of  an  olden  knight.  Like 
Dbsaix,  whom  Napoleon  characterized  as  Hhe  man  most 
worthy  to  be  his  lieutenant,'  Kbarnt  died  opposing  a  heroic 
breast  to  disaster." 

The  simile,  however  beautiful,  is  not  exactly  apposite.  *D^ 
SAix  fell  in  a  victorious  advance,  which  decided  triumphantly, 
for  his  superior,  one  of  the  most  momentous  battles  of  modern 
times  —  a  battle  which  changed  the  whole  face  of  Europe  for 
fourteen  years,  which  established  a  new  dynasty  on  one  of  the 
oldest  thrones  in  Europe,  and  has  still  its  effect,  ailer  sixty* 
eight  years,  upon  the  world. 

A  better  comparison  in  some  respects  —  as  regards  regrets 
and  admiration  —  would  be  the  idolized  Marceatj,  killed  by  a 
rifle-ball  at  Altenkirchen,  on  the  last  day  of  the  fourth  year  of 
the  French  Republic,  20th  September,  1796.  This  ornament 
to  his  profession,  of  whom  it  was  said  that  his  monument  re« 
quired  no  inscriptions  since  his  name  was  enough,  was  charged, 
like  Keabny,  with  the  duty  of  covering  the  retreat  of  the 
French  army.  Like  Kbarnt  in  this  also,  he  determined  to 
check  the  enemy  by  a  vigorous  offensive-defensive.  A  wood 
was  held  by  a  body  of  Tyrolese  riflemen.  Marceau  advanced, 
exactly  as  Kearnt  did,  to  reconnoiter  the  ground,  when  a  ball 
entered  his  left  side,  traversed  the  body  and  lodged  under  the 
lower  rib,  and  caused  his  death.  Of  him,  as  of  Kbarkt,  it  is 
recorded,  "  France  (America)  adored,  and  her  enemies  (rebels) 
admired ;  both  wept  over  him." 

"  Bjr  Ooblentz,  on  a  rlae  of  gentle  ground. 
There  ts  a  Bmall  and  atmple  pyramid, 
Orowntng  the  sommlt  of  the  verdant  monnd; 
Beneath  its  baae  are  hero's  ashes  hid, 
Our  enemy's — but  let  not  that  ibrbld 
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Honor  to  Mabcvau  [  o'er  wboae  early  tomb 
Tean,  big  tears,  gush'd  from  tbe  rongh  sokUer's  lid, 
Lamenting  and  yet  enyylng  such  a  doonv 
Falling  for  France,  wboee  rights  he  battled  to  reaume. 

"  Brief,  brave  and  glorious  was  his  young  career— 
His  mourners  were  two  hosts,  his  Mends  and  fbes ; 
And  fitly  may  the  stranger  Ung«ni1ng  here 
Fray  for  his  gallant  spirit's  bright  repose ; 
For  he  was  Freedom's  champion,  one  of  those. 
The  ftw  In  number,  who  had  not  o'erstept 
The  charter  to  chastise  which  she  bestows 
On  each  as  wield  her  weapons ;  he  had  kept 
The  whiteness  of  his  soul,  and  thus  man  o'er  him  wept.' 

Childc  Habold,  in,  lvi,  lvii. 

In  Other  respects,  however,  the  fate  of  Field  Marahal  Esith, 
the  friend  and  subordinate  of  Fbedebick  ths  Great,  is  a  very 
apt  parallel,  who  fell,  exactly  like  New  York's  brightest  war- 
rior son,  in  the  darkest  hour  of  the  war  which  his  deeds  illus- 
trated. On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  October,  1758,  Marshal 
Daun  surprised  the  Prussian  army.  At  the  first  sound  of  the 
cannon,  Keith  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  few  battalions  to 
retrieve  the  disaster,  and  in  this  supreme  act  of  duty,  fell. 
General  Lacy,  whose  father  had  served  with  Ebfth  in  the  Rus- 
sian army  and  himself  with  him  on  other  fields,  but  now  against 
the  gallant  Scot,  recognized  the  dead  body,  and  burst  into  tears. 
Like  EsABNY  and  Mabcbau,  Keith  was  equally  admired  in 
both  armies.  All  three  fell  endeavoring  to  retrieve  a  disaster ; 
not  like  Desaix,  in  a  victorious  advance. 

The  comparison,  however,  between  Kbabnt  and  Desaix  is  a 
just  one  in  some  regards,  and  is  strikingly  appropriate  in  more 
than  one  respect;  never  contemplated  in  the  quotation  referred 
to.  Those  who  concede  the  justice  of  the  parallel  are  not 
aware,  as  a  rule,  that  by  the  admission  they  pay  the  highest 
possible  compliment,  und^r  every  consideration,  to  Kbabny. 
Desciples  of  West  Point,  who  consider  Napoleon  an  oracle 
who  can  not  err,  should  remember  that  the  Emperor  spoke  of 
his  death  as  ''an  irreparable  loss,''  and  declared  throughout 
life,  that  in  losing  him  ''  France  has  lost  one  of  her  most  able 
defenders,  and  I  my  best  friend.  No  one  has  ever  known  how 
much  goodness  there  was  in  Desaix's  heart,  and  how  much 
genius  in  his  head.'  "My  brave  Desaix,"  he  added,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes  "  always  wished  to  die  thus,  but  death  should 
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not  have  been  so  reacry  to  execute  his  wish.  Not  the  slightest 
stain  blemishes  his  l^aaiifal  life.''  Napoleon  accorded  him 
the  highest  esteem,  not  only  for  talents  but  for  virtues ;  and  in 
assigning  the  summit  of  the  Alps  as  his  burial  place  to  Desaix, 
he  contemplated  '^  a  homage  such  as  no  man  ever  received,  a 
homage  due  to  transcendent  virtue  and  heroism."  Those  who 
prefer  home  authorities  will  defer  to  the  opinion  of  General 
Scott.  He  remarked :  "  For  scientific  war  no  one  has  ex- 
ceeded Dbsaix.  He  also  excelled  in  the  handling  of  troops." 
This  is  inoontestibly  true  of  Kbarny.  There  are  other  points 
of  resemblance  between  Kkarsty  and  Dksaix,  which  were 
equally  marked,  which  are  as  curious  as  those  which  are  strictly 
military.  Such  as  ancestry,  education,  bravery,  generosity,  and 
a  combination  of  fiery  enthusiasm  with  perfectly  cool  judgment 
under  fire.  Both  were  the  souls  of  honor,  and  to  both  glory 
was  as  the  very  breath  of  their  nostrils.  In  the  manner  of  their 
death  they  were  so  far  alike  that  both  fell  at  a  crisis.  Desaix, 
however,  died  with  the  assurance  that  his  blood  had  not  flowed 
in  vain,  that  he  had  brought  up  victory  with  him.  Keabkt 
died  in  the  midst  of  disaster,  without  the  consolation  of  know- 
ing that  the  tide  was  about  to  turn,  nay,  that  the  event  actually 
hinged  upon  his  death. 

One  of  the  leading  New  York  journals,  commenting  on  his 
fall,  observes :  "  A  Washington  dispatch  has  the  following :  *  The 
following  Major-Generals,  who  were  killed  in  battle,  were  con- 
firmed to-day :  Mansfield,  Stevens,  Keabny,*  Richabdson,  and 

•  ADJUTAirr-OBiTKBAL's  Officx,  Washinotoh,  Not.  8, 1888. 

ICt  Bicab  Six  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  2a  instant,  I  hayebad  the  records  examined, 
and  find  the  following  answers  for  yonr  qnestlons  in  relation  to  Oeneral  Kxamhy  : 

1.  When  General  Kbabxt  was  appointed  ICaJor-General  of  Volonteers,  he  stood  num- 
ber «Cx  on  the  list  of  Brlgadler^enerals.  « 

2L  His  commission  as  Brigadler-Oeneral  of  Vols,  wss  dated  7  Aug.,  1861,  to  raaJc  firom  17 
May,  186L 

S.  He  was  appointed,  daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  KsJorOeneral  of  Vols. ;  the  letter 
of  appointment  was  dated  July  25, 1882,  to  rank  from  July  4, 1862.  His  eonuniuion,  pre- 
pared after  his  death,  bears  date  of  March  13, 1868.  The  records  do  not  show  that  the  ser- 
vices, on  accoont  of  which  the  rank  of  MaJoiM3eneral  was  oonforred  were  stated  In  either 
the  letter  of  appointment  or  the  commission. 

4.  At  the  date  of  his  death,  he  stood  nnmber  thirty  on  the  list  of  Major-Oenwals  of  Vols. 
GBN'iCnsPBTSTBB.  Tlvoli,  N.  Y.  Very  tmly  yonzs,  B.  D.  TOWNBENBi. 

.  then  AuL  AdtSU'Oaneral,  now  AdHL-OfnertA  XT.8.JL, 

Psiup  KXABNT  was  not  confirmed  as  Majop^eneral  of  Volunteers  xmtil  March  Mh, 
1868,  nor  was  the  order,  says  Brevet>MsJ.  O.  E.fH— ,  announcing  his  promotion  as 
Mf^or-General,  reoelved  by  his  old,  then  Bzbks'2'8  diyislon,  until  Noyember,  ISflL 
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Reno.'  There  is  something  inexpressibly  yet  heroically  mourn- 
ful, in  the  brief  paragraph  above  quoted.  These  noble  men 
who  went  down  amid  the  storm  of  battle  when  dark  days  were 
upon  the  land,  who  saw  not  the  brightness  of  coming  dawn 
making  golden  the  horizon  of  promise  —  lying  in  the  cold  tomb 
all  unconscious  of  the  barren  honor  thus  paid  their  names,  m^ide 
^Major-Generals'  months  after  the  sods  of  the  yalley  have 
closed  over  their  silent  clay  I 

^^  And  yet  there  is  appropriateness  in  this  act.  These  iron- 
soldiers  of  our  war  for  liberty,  though  dead, '  still  live,'  as,  in 
the  days  of  the  Empire,  when  a  hero  of  the  '  Old  Guard '  was 
killed,  his  comrades  at  roll-call  would  answer  to  his  name, 
^  Moriy  9ur  le  Champ  d^Honneur,^  So  we  would  have  our  dead 
Kbabnt,  bravest  of  the  brave,  a  '  Major-General '  among  our 
generals,  speaking  to  them  with  dumb,  yet  eloquent  life ;  intei"- 
fusing  among  them  somewhat  of  the  fiery  force,  the  calm,  the 
cool  yet  impetuous  courage,  the  rare  genius  to  create,  and  the 
ready  hand  to  execute,  and,  above  all,  the  pure,  unselfish,  superb 
patriotism  which  distinguished  the  dead  New  Jersey  General. 

"Brave  Phil.  Keabny!  Our  best  beloved,  our  peerless 
leader,  we  hail  thee,  though  dead,  with  thy  hard  won  title  — 
To  the  memory  of  Major  General  Philip  J^barntI"  And 
again,  "  Army  officers  here  think  this  the  gi*eatest  loss  we  have 
sustained  during  the  war,  and  freely  acknowledge  that  we  had 
DO  abler  General  in  the  service.  General  McClellan  wept  bit- 
terly at  the  sight  of  his  (Keabny's)  dead  body  here  to-night.'^ 

The  Times^  commenting  upon  his  fall,  remarked :  "  The  doubt 
as  to  the  death  of  General  Philip  Eeabny  seems  to  be  set  at 
rest.  In  the  contest  of  Monday,  that  gallant  officer,  always  for- 
getftil  of  his  own  safety,  fell  mortally  wounded  while  leading 
his  men  into  action ;  and  the  country  has  to  deplore  the  loss  of 
one  of  its  most  accomplished,  experienced,  and  enterprising 
officers.  General  KEAsmr  was  peculiarly  a  professional  soldier. 
To  a  thorough  elementary  training  in  the  art  of  war,  he  had' 
added  careful  studies  of  all  the  great  military  authorities,  with 
reference  to  every  department  of  the  profession.  These  studies 
had  been  the  business  of  his  life ;  and  to  give  them  experimental 
value,  he  served  throughout  the  Mexican  war,  it  is  needless  to 
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say  with  the  highest  honor  and  distinction,  having  prerionsl  j 
participated  in  the  Algerian  campaign,  and  yet  more  recently 
in  the  war  of  Italian  liberation.  From  the  leading  French  Gen- 
erals of  the  time,  he  received  testimonials  of  the  most  flattering 
(Jescription,  attesting  his  intrepidity  and  skilL  Had  his  bravery 
been  attempered  with  the  slightest  dash  of  personal  pradenoe,  a 
career  so  splendid  and  so  promising  would  not  have  been  so 
untimely  ended.''  Gbeeley  fell  into  the  same  error  and 
ascribed  his  &11  to  reckless  or  imprudent  exposure.  This  is  a 
great  error,  an  unjust,  though  unintentionally  onjost,  judgmeot. 
The  last  sentence  of  the  Tifnes  is  eminently  unjust.  The  identi- 
cal manner  in  which  Keabny  rushed  upon  his  fate  showed  not 
the  slightest  want  of  prudence  or  discretion ;  such  has  been  the 
end  of  many  of  the  gieatest  Grenerals  who  have  filled  the  world 
with  their  fame,  and  ranked  the  highest  in  the  military  auBab 
of  their  respective  countries.  Many  distingoished  Generals 
have  perished  reconnoitering,  and  many  more  have  been  severely 
wounded  in  this  service,  one  which,  when  circumstances  demand 
it,  is  no  reckless  exposure  on  the  part  of  a  commander,  but  an 
absolute  duty.  Washington  owed  his  life,  on  a  similar  eceasion, 
to  the  generosity  of  that  marksman  of  marksmen,  Bull-dog  Fer* 
giison,  who  fell  himself  by  the  bullet  of  a  sharpshooter,  at  King's 
Mountain,  1780 ;  Fbedebick  the  Gbbat,  to  the  awful  reverence 
of  a  Croat ;  Stonewall  Jackson  lost  his  life  in  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  at  Chancellorsville';  Reynolds,  at  Gefctysborg; 
LoNGSTBBET  was  Severely  wounded  under  similar  circumstanees^ 
and  Sedgwick  killed  in  the  Wilderness  campaign ;  Rantzau, 
1569;  TiTBENNB,  1675;  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  1734;  Bbssiebbs, 
1813 ;  and  Mobeatj,  1813,  lost  their  lives  by  cannon  shots  while 
reconnoitering ;  Richabd  Ccbub  db  Lion,  by  a  crossbow  bolt, 
1799;  Db  la  Mott,  1596,  by  a  bullet;  Ward,  the  Americo* 
Chinese  Commander-in-Chief,  by  a  jingall  ball.  Gustattts 
Adolphus  was  again  and  again  wounded  observing  the  enemy 
before  he  made  his  own  dispositions;  Fbedebick  would  see 
with  his  own  eyes,  because  he  could  not  in  a  crisis  trust  the 
eyes  of  others,  and  escaped  on  more  than  one  occasicm  as  if  by 
a  miracle.  This  list  might  be  swelled  into  pages. 
Another  notable  instance  most  apposite  to  this  occasioni  is 
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that  of  General  Hotzb,  who,  at  the  battle  of  Zurich,  25th  Sep- 
tember, 1799,  '*  finding  affairs  becoming  serious,  and  desirous 
•  of  reoonnoitering  the  force  and  position  of  the  enemy,  fell  in  the 
discharge  of  a  duty  which  is  considered  one  of  those  few  occa- 
sions in  which  a  General  is  justified  in  the  reckless  exposure  of 
his  life."  This  officer  was  so  especially  esteemed,  that  while 
his  troops  continued  to  do  their  duty  bravely,  they  lost  that 
energy,  which  alone  can  give  effect  to  courage. 

A  stranger,  not  conversant  with  the  feelings  of  the  army  and 
our  people,  might  under-estimate  the  loss  sustained  in  the  death 
of  Kearnt,  after  reading  the  eulogies  lavished  upon  so  many 
of  our  fallen  Crenerals.  In  the  case  of  Kearnt,  however,  there 
is  an  accumulation  of  testimony  which  becomes  mournfully  im- 
pressive when  taken  as  a  whole  and  compared  with  that  in 
regard  to  others.  All  the  histories  of  the  war,  loyal  or  rebel, 
all  the  poetry,  all  the  newspaper  notices,  all  the  official  reports, 
all  private  correspondence  and  oral  testimony  are  in  accord. 
The  whole  constitute  a  magnificent  memorial,  a  national  martial 
symphony,  whose  keynote  was  struck  by  Db  Trobriaio)  when 
he  wrote  the  concluding  sentence  of  his  biographical  notice  of 
the  division  commander  he  so  greatly  admired.  **  Such  is  man. 
He  (KsABinr)  had  made  his  calculations  for  the  Mure  without 
taking  into  account  the  death  which  awaited  him  twenty  days 
after  our  last  conversation.  It  occasioned  something  equivalent 
to  a  public  mourning,  at  New  York  especially,  where  the  people 
accorded  him  magnificent  obsequies.  But  nowhere  was  his  loss 
so  profoundly  felt  as  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  which  he 
had  been  one  of  the  first  glories,  and  wherein  the  thousand 
stories  of  the  bivouac  finished  by  investing  his  memory  with 
the  proportions  of  a  legendary  hero.** 

Kearny's  career  of  generalship  was  crowded  into  the  space 
of  thirteen  months,  his  career  as  a  military  power  into  four 
months ;  but  what  enormous  proofs  did  he  give  of  his  capacity 
and  his  courage  in  that  short  space  of  time,  of  his  ability  not 
only  to  make  troops,  but  use  them.  As  an  organizer  he  emu- 
lated the  instinctive  efforts  of  diseiplinarians  whose  names  have 
become  synonymous  for  systematic  and  energetic  action.  In  the 
field  his  chivalric  gallantry  displayed  a  brilliancy  equivalent  to 
dO 
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that  of  the  Cu>,  and  an  indomitable  tenacity  up  to  a  level  vith 
that  which  Elliott  in  Gibraltar,  and  Masssna  in  Genoa,  have 
made  proverbial.  Condemned  to  waste  eight  months  in  the 
mud  in  front  of  Washington,  he  utilized  every  moment,  and 
then,  the  very  minute  when  the  opportnnity  occorred  —  to  use 
his  own  words  on  another  occasion— ^^  he  led  off  personally  from 
the  \<rord  *  go.'  "  Thenceforward  with  him,  go  was  the  spirit  of 
his  every-day  life.  Had  the  Russians  of  1812-13  served  with 
him  they  would  have  saluted  him  with  the  same  endearing 
epithet  with  which  they  hailed  the  master-spirit  of  the  War  of 
Liberation  in  those  years,  ^  the  little  Suwarrow,''  the  highest 
honor  conceivable  in  their  opinion,  and  have  ennobled  him  with 
a  title  derived  from  the  imperative  of  a  Russian  verb,  which  has 
no  present,  since  it  designates  action  complete.  ^  Pascholl ! " 
«  Go  ahead,*'  "  Forwards." 

This  epithet  of  the  '^  American  Batabd"  was  applicable  to 
Phil.  Kbarny  in  inore  than  one  respect,  and  even  appropriate 
in  the  manner  of  his  death.  The  typical  French  hero  is  said  to 
have  been  disgusted  with  the  gradual  introduction  of  firearms, 
because  their  general  use  was  a  death  blow  to  every  thing  that 
was  glorious  in  chivalry.  Ebabnt,  like  Batabd,  was  killed  by 
a  single  shot  while  striving  to  avert  disaster  as  far  as  possible  by 
personal  courage  and  exposure,  and  in  the  fall  of  both  of  these 
brave  men  it'  might  be  said  that  France  and  America  lost  the 
greatest  treasure  a  country  can  possess  —  a  citizen  who,  to 
devpted  patriotism,  united  the  powers  of  a  General  and  a  soldier 
fiilly  possessed  of  the  capacity  to  influence,  electrify  and  lead. 

In  reflecting  upon  Phil  Eba.bnt'8  untimely  fluU,  tfie  lines  of 
Herman  Mslvills's  ^'  Battle  Pieces"  (Chattanooga,  92)  mu8;t 
recur  to  the  mind  of  whoever  has  read  them : 

**  Near  and  more  near;  till  now  the  flags 

Ron  like  a  catching  flamo : 

And  one  flares  highest,  to  peril  nlghest-* 

He  means  to  make  a  name ; 

Salvos  I  Uiey  give  him  his  flunel 
*  m  •  *  •  • 

*'  But  some  who  gained  the  envied  Alp, 

And  —  eager,  ardent,  earnest  there  — 
Dropped  Into  Death's  wlde-op«i  arms. 

Quelled  on  the  wing  like  eagles  struck  In  air. 

'*  The  smile  upon  them  as  they  died ;" 

Their  end  attained,  that  end  a  height : 
LU^  was  to  those  a  dream  IhlflUad, 

And  death  a  starry  night  I  *' 
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As  an  echo  to  the  spirit  of  these  lines  and  their  apposite 
appropriateness^  drifts  back  from  the  far  distant  past  the 
kindred  idea  embodied  in  the  words  addressed  by  £paminon- 
i>As  to  his  surrounding  and  lamenting  soldiery.  '*  This  is  not 
the  end  of  life,  my  fellow-soldiers  —  it  is  now  your  General  is 
bornl"  Born  indeed — bom  to  Immortality,  whether  as  re- 
gards Existence  or  Fame  1 


DOCUMENT  No.  1. 

THE  BWOBD  PRESSNTATION  TO  QBNERAL  KRASSY  APTEB  HIS  KETTUBN 

FBOM  MEXICO. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  a  sword  was  presented  to  Qeneral  (then  Mi^or)  KwksaKY  by 
the  XJMtON  Club  after  his  campaign  in  Mexico*  The  foUo^plng  is  the  address  of  the  Club, 
with  the  reply  of  the  GtBNBRAL  in  ihll : 

3b  Motor  KxABSYt^  the UtBeffiment^  UnttedSUUm  Dragoons.* 

On  your  return  flrom  the  war  In  Mexico,  where,  in  a  gallant  and  snccoosftil  charge  at  the 
very  gates  of  the  Capital,  yon  lost  an  arm  in  your  country's  service,  your  Mends  and  fel- 
Ibw  townsmen,  members  of  the  Union  Club,  ftlt  desirlous  to  testify  their  sense  of  your 
draerts,  by  oflR»ring  you  an  appropriate  testimonial  in  honor  of  your  noble  bearing  In  that 
arduous  campaign.  Too  national  in  onr  fteUngs  not  to  proflbr  a  general  tribute  of  admira- 
tion where  all  employed  on  the  service  have  deserved  so  high  a  meed  of  praise,  we  aro 
still  ftee  to  confess  that,  as  New  Yorkers,  we  feel  a  spedal  pride  when  our  city's  sons  are 
enabled  to  contribute  to  our  country's  fam& 

You  followed  the  career  of  arms  aa  one  leading  to  honorable  dlstinctMhi,  and  you  havo 
liberally  applied  yova  means  and  zealously  devoted  your  energies  to  the  profession  of  your 
choice. 

When  called  to  the  field  a  soldier  inquires  not  into  the  causes  of  the  war,  but  looks  to 
the  Issue  of  the  contest,  being  mindlhl  only  of  the  honor  of  his  country's  flag.  You  and 
your  companions  in  arms  planted  our  National  banner  in  a  fbreign  soil;  it  there  becarao 
the  symbol  of  our  glorious  Union,  the  type  and  emblem  of  home,  of  country  and  of  Htme. 
On  every  field  It  waved  defiance  to  the  fbe.  In  every  conflict  It  proved  the  harbinger  of 
victory.  liOt  this  sword,  which  I  have  the  honor  of  being  charged  to  present  .Ibr  your 
acceptance,  when  It  reminds  you  of  a  war  in  which  you  shared  alike  the  glories  and  the 
suflSarlngs.  be  not  valued  the  less  since  peace  has  fbllowed  in  the  train  of  victory  i  nor  yet 
let  the  weapon  rust  in  Its  scabbard  during  a  night  of  repose,  lest  another  day  should  agidn 
summon  you  to  the  battle.  We  ask  of  you,  fbr  our  sake,  to  r^^rd  the  sword  as  a  trophy 
that  yon  both  sought  and  won.  Wear  it  in  peace  as  in  war,  as  a  token  of  our  admiration 
and  (your)  modest  merit.  Accept  It  as  a  testimonial  flrom  the  friends  whOse  esteem  you  pos- 
sessed in  the  relations  of  peace,  and  who  now  acknowledge  with  pride  your  conduct  In  war, 

Nxw  York,  id  I/bvember,  1818. 

OXKIEBAI.  EBABNT'S  BXPLT. 

Nxw  YoBK — November^  1848. 
Bib —The  sword  of  honor  which  I  have  this  day  received  at  the  hands  of  my  fellow- 
townsmen,  members  of  the  Union  Club,  is  an  overwhelming  mark  of  distinction.  It  has 
been  conferred  by  you  in  language,  the  kindness  of  which  renders  the  gift  doubly  inter- 
esting. You  bid  me  to  consider  this  sword  in  the  light  of  a  distinction— of  a  trophy. 
Indeed,  sir,  such  I  most  sensibly  feel  It.  I  behold  in  It  the  mark  of  regard  of  gentlemen 
whose  esteem  is  not  the  "  vivat "  of  the  mere  enthusiast,  but  the  approval  of  men  calmly 
weighing  actions  as  they  pass  before  them  in  the  moving  panorama  of  Ufb.  Yet  could  I 
«oaroely  in  due  modesty  admit  to  myself  this  flail  meaning  of  so  honorary  an  emblem,  but 
that  sllenoe  might  be  interpreted  into  insensibility.  I  am  also  aided  in  this  avowal  by  the 
consideration,  as  yon,  sir,  have  so  h^plly  expressed  it,  that  the  Insignia  with  whldi  I  am 
this  day  endowed  are  given  to  me  as  yonr  townaman,  sharer  amidst  others  flw  more 
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pcomiaent,  who,  tormlng  part  of  oar  late  armj,  p1i!wtt«1  our  conntiT'a  Iwanor  In  Mexico, 
and  now  reeeire  its  eonoblLofftrfbnte  of  admiration — a  host  whom  oar  country  sent  forth 
to  exemplify  In  the  eyes  of  all  naUone  thoee  qoaUtles  which  every  Indlyidoal  of  the  United 
States  iB  ready  to  bring  forward  as  an  offering  when  the  public  welAure  may  require. 

For  my8eU;«lr,  when  on  returning  from  Mextoo,  with  other  crippled  remnants  of  the 
victorious  army,  I  shared,  in  the  hospitable  city  of  New  Orleans,  those  distinguished  marks 
of  attention  which  none  knew  l>etter  how  to  bestow  than  the  generous  Southerner,  whose 
whole  being  vlbnitea  In  nnlson  at  the  touch  of  honor,  I  was  rewarded. 

When,  on  arriving  in  my  native  dty,  I  felt  the  pulse  of  sympathy  beat  high,  and  was 
received  with  cordiality  by  gentlemen  whom  I  realise  ihe  honor  of  calling  my  friends  and 
associates  in  the  Union  Club,  my  heart  was  touched. 

This  day,  on  being  presented  with  a  sword  of  honor,  I  confess  that  my  cop  of  ambition 
Is  filled  to  the  brim  and  overwhelming,  and  that  nmst  amply  am  I  repaid,  whatever  of 
peril  and  suffering  I  have  encountered^ 

In  presenting  me  with  this  sword,  sir,  you  charged  me  not  to  value  the  gift  less,  that 
*'  peace  has  fbllowed  In  the  train  of  victory.'*  In  our  country,  where  military  ardor  Is 
dangerous  unless  controlled,  the  soldier  may  well  prefer  the  sword,  no  longer  *  baton '  in 
aaatwhatilng  to  the  fight,  now  trophy  of  victories  passed,  emblem  of  a  snocessfU  war 
adileved.  Still,  with  the  prelections  of  a  youth  spent  in  my  present  proJteslon,  most  £ 
'ever  as  strongly  bear  In  mind  that  a  r^ubllc  particularly  applies  Vbo  motto  **4uiee  et  deco- 
rum ett  pro  patHa  morC."  With  a  tear  to  the  memory  of  <dierished  comrades,  who,  having 
already  AilflUed  the  noble  role,  have  passed  l)pom  a  deatb-bed  of  flune  to  a  still  more  glo- 
lions  rest,  and  with  a  profession  of  readtness,  if  at  any  ftiture  period  my  services  be  needed, 
Joyftilly  once  again  to  fbllow  our  country's  banner  on  the  war-path,  I  have  the  honor  to 
conclude  my  thanks  to  you  as  Chairman  of  the  Oonunltteeof  Preaematton. 

But,  sir,  the  associations  connected  with*  this  day  have  no  cooolusion :  they  will  extend, 
with  this  sword,  which  you  have  put  in  my  power,  after  proudly  wearing  during  my  own 
life,  to  bequeath,  a  sparkling  memento,  to  a  succeeding  generation  of  r«ipabUoan  soldien 

Caigned)  KSABNT. 

[Document  No.  S.J 

KXA&NY*S  CHAROE  IN  MEXICO. 

OxAVn  Bapxos,  MicKiOAir,  Ally  IStfa,  IMQ^ 

General  Dx  PXTBTSB: 

Mt  Dxax  Six — Your  fkvor  of  the  24th  ultimo  (Informing  me  that  you  oontemplated 
writing  a  life  of  your  cousin,  the  late  Mi4-  Oen.  Phxup  Kxarhy,  killed  at  Chantllly,  and 
requesting  me  to  give  you  particulars  of  his  Charge  at  the  San  Antonio  Gate,  Otty  of  Mexl- 
00,  in  which  I  participated,  and  any  other  incident  of  interest  connected  with  him  that 
might  occur  to  me),  reached  me  by  doe  course  of  malL  e  *  *  Whei^  the  army,  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Soott,  reached  Puebla  (Mexico),  where  we  remained  some  four 
we^ks  for  the  purpose  of  reorganising  and  awaiting  relnforoements  previous  to  entering 
on  the  campaign  of  the  valley,  having  for  its  objective  point  the  City  of  Mexico;  an  order 
issued  flrom  headquarters  detaching  Captain  KxAXNYand  myself,  with  our  troop,  from 
our  respective  regiments,  the  Ist  and  3d  dragoons,  and  attaching  us  to  headquarters  In  squad- 
ron organization,  as  escort  or  body  guard  to  the  Oeneral-ln-Cblef  (Captain  Kxabnt  being 
the  senior  and  I  the  junior  captain),  which  position  our  squadron  occupied  during  the  cam- 
paign of  the  Valley  and  until  our  flag  floated  in  triumph  over  the  Halls  of  the  Montesnmas, 
and  the  (3onqueror  of  Mexico  was  relieved  fkom  the  command  of  an  army  that  by  his 
matchless  military  genius  he  had  immortalised.  Although  attached  to  headquarters,  yet 
such  was  the  impulsive  ardor  and  heroic  daring  of  the  lamented  Ekabky,  that  no  oppor- 
tunity was  lost  by  him  where  dragoons  could  operate  against  the  enemy;  this,  too,  with 
the  sanction  of  our  chief,  and  our  adventures  in  that  direction  were  ft^oent  and  sucoeasfhL 
I  well  remember,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  UKh  of  August,  1M7,  and  previous  to  the  battle  < 
of  Contreras  of  that  day,  our  squadron,  together  with  three  companies  of  infentry.  under 
the  command  of  Major  (Lt.  Col.  Wm.  Momtbosb)  Orahax,  I  think,  of  the  (lltb  U.  K) 
Inlkntry,  was  detailed  to  accompany  Captain  Robkxt  E.  Lxx,  then  of  the  headquarters 
staff  (the  Lieut. 'oen.  Lxb  of  the  Confederate  Army),  who  had  been  ordered  by  Oen.  Scott 
to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  works  at  Contreras,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertidning  their 
strength  and  podUon.  {**  OJ/MalaceomUt^  tht  Mexican  War,'*  At.  Doc  Iffb,  1,  SM).  Oen. 
Valkh 0L4,  in  command  of  the  Mexicans,  antb^pating  the  otdoct  of  our  movement,  sent  $k 
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Ibrce  of  five  hundred  lanoenr  to  drtvo  oft  back.   Th«y  moved  by  a  cliVDltooB  roate,  and,  vb- 
dlscoyered  by  ns.  until  they  rea<^ed  a  position  on  onr  right  flank  vnder  cover  of  a  promi- 
nence. Our  dragoons  were  In  the  advance ;  oor  Intentry,  not  keeping  pace  with  us,  wero  a 
a  short  distance  in  oar  rear.    WhMi  we  approached  within  range  the  Mexicans  opened  fire 
upon  OS,  whenKKAmKT,  whose  keen  military  eye  was  quick  to  see  an  opportimtty  and 
prompt  to  embrace  It,  without  waiting  for  our  iQlkntry,  promptly  gave  proper  form  to  our 
squadron  and  ordered  a  charge,  when  the  enemy,  as  promptly,  retreated  to  a  point  whore 
the  ground  was  broken  and  covered  with  pedreoal  or  lava,  the  result  of  an  eruption  of  the 
earth,  where  they  fancied  our  dragoons  could  not  conveniently  operate.   But  Ksarny, 
ever  equal  to  an  emergency,  immediately  ordered  onr  dragoons  to  dlsmomit,  and  advan- 
cing on  foot,  killed,  wounded  and  captured  quite  a  number,  and  drove  the  remainder  to 
flight.   The  Infhntry-msjor,  In  command  of  our  detachment,  was  quite  indignant  that 
Kearxt  should  have  acted  without  his  orders  and  thus  bear  ofl^  the  laurels  that,  of  right, 
belonged  to  him ;  he  being  the  senior  In  command :  but  Kxarny  never  stood  on  tho  ordor 
of  his  going;  when  opportunity  offered  he  always  "went."  The  great  oonfllctof  the  day  (the 
battle  of  Contreras)  followed.   The  straggle  was  terrific,  and  when  night  closed  upon  tho 
gloomy  scene  the  victory  was  with  neither  army;  but,  at  the  dawn  of  the  following  morn- 
ing, by  a  desperate  and  sanguinary  dharge  upon  the  enemy's  strong  works  they  were  car 
rled  In  triumph,  and  nearly  the  entire  force  of  YjojomA  either  killed  or  captured.   Tha 
slaughter  was  terrible ;  little  did  we  then  dream,  that  within  a  fow  hoars  we  should  be 
again  engaged  In  the  crounUi^  batUe  qf  Me  tear — tht  battle  tf  Oh vbubusoo  -> distant  some 
three  or  four  miles  firom  Contreras.  There,  Oeiieral  Bawta  Amita^  with  his  entire  available 
army,  were  in  strong  position,  evidently  anticipating  the  utter  annihilation  of  oor  noble 
little  army,  and  well  he  might,  when  the  great  strength  of  his  position  and  his  superiority 
of  numbers,  at  least  four  to  one,  is  oonsidered.   This  battle  was  a  surprise,  as  the  flrst  Inti 
mation  we  had  of  his  presence  In  that  Immediate  vicinity,  was  a  Airious  and  destructive 
Are  opened  on  our  advaace.   Then  It  was,  thut  the  military  genlas  of  "  the  great  Captain 
of  the  age**  was  again  invoked,  and  after  a  conflict  of  nearly  four  hours  duration,  as  san- 
guinary and  bloody  as  ever  had  taken  place  on  the  American  Continent,  the  UuA  ttronohoM 
of  the  Mexicans,  the  oreat  T^BtetU-poiU—wm  stormed  by  oar  noble  am^  and  the  battle 
won.   At  this  opportune  moment,  our  squadron  wot  in  the  rUfht  jpHaee^  and  as  the  Mexicans 
retreated  on  the  causeway  that  led  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  distant  about  two  miles,  with 
Santa  Akha  at  their  head,  the  gallant  Ksabwy  saw  his  opportunity  and  made  the  charge 
that  terminated  at  the  base  of  the  battery  that  covered  the  San  Antonio  Gate,  and  that  Is 
fhtbftiUy  described  in  the  newspaper  article  that  I  send  you ;  which,  after  diligent  search 
among  my  papers.  Is  the  only  one  I  could  find  that  gives  particulars :  and,  being  a  partici- 
pant, I  prefer  that  others  than  myself  sho«ild  speak.   Dlsolaimlng,  however,  for  myself, 
any  other  merit  than  that  of  following  my  gallant  leader,  as  to  hUn  all  the  credit  of  the 
movement  belongs,  I  write  with  less  diffidence.   I  would  here  remind  yon  of  the  impres- 
sion the  charge  made  on  the  mind  of  Sastta  Anka,  when  in  his  report  to  *hls  congress, 
excnlpatoiy  of  his  fresh  disasters,  he  said,  '*  vihat  mlffht  vte  egftett  toAen  a  mart  hasndfvl  ci  the 
aiemy't  dragoon*  hadithe  temeHty  to  mount  the  vaBY  rampart  q^  our  d^ieneea  ;"  and,  again, 
when  on  the  occasion  of  a  large  assembly  of  officers  at  WUlard's  Hotel  in  Washington 
city,  congratulatory  to  Oen.  Soott,  at  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war,  I  chanced  to  be  of  the 
number ;  ihe  General,  in  Introdaclng  me  to  Gen.  Dkarborn,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  that 
I  had  participated  In  Kbarny's  charge  at  the  gates  of  Mexico,  and  In  his  emphatic  man- 
ner added:  "  6Vr,  U  wom  the  boldett  charge  Thave  ever  ween  or  read  (tf.**    M%).  Oen.  Pnxow 
made  an  official  report  of  the  charge,  In  which  I  remember  he  pictured  it  in  glowing 
colors.    I  did  not  preserve  It,  but  presume  it  will  doubtless  be  found  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment at  Washington. 

It  was  my  fortune  to  be  sgaln  associated  with  Gen.  Ksaritt  In  the  early  days  of  the  late 
rebellion.  Indeed,  I  was  present  when  President  LiKCOiJr  conferred  upon  him  hfs  fiiat 
commission  as  Brigadier-General.  A  committee  of  gentlemen  fhmi  New  Jersey,  of  whom 
Governor  Newsix  was  one,  was  sent  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  seearing  the 

^  Lieut.  "EwoLLj  named  in  the  article  as  having  pctrtldpated  in  the  charge  on  the  Oarita 
Ban  Antonio,  who  was  First  Lieutenant  in  our  squadron  and  a  hrave  and  gallant  soldier. 
Is  Lieut.  Oen.  E^wkll  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and  strange  to  relate  was  In  command  of 
the  Confederate  troops  In  onr  Immediate  front,  when  KxARirr  and  I  layatl^lexandrla, 
Va.,  In  1861  and  1M2.  It  is  my  fervent  prayer  that  our  conntry  may  never  again  be  the 
scene  of  an  incident  so  onoataraL  (Signed)  A.  T.  McB. 


478  BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJOB^OENESAL  PHILIP  XEABNT. 

appointment  of  BrisadtarOenenl  of  the  Ut  New  Jersey  BrigBde  Ibr  Gen.  Khabkt.  I 
then  in  the  dtj  and  wae  invited  by  than  to  eooompany  them  end  state  to  the  President 
what  I  knew  of  General  Kbarxy's  military  qaalities.  I  «ladly  ooneeated ;  Indeed,  it  was 
a  labor  of  loye  as  well  as  doty,  and  I  had  the  pleaaore  of  hearing  the  President  grant  their 
reqnost:  and  during  that  iUl  and  winter  (U6l  and  1882)  we  were  organised  in  the  same 
division  (Fbankuk's),  with  our  qoarteis  adjoining  each  other  near  the  Alexandria  B^ni* 
nary,  Va. ;  during  which  time  our  Interoonrse  was  daily  and  of  the  most  intimate  and 
friendly  oharactor,  and  so  continued  during  the  war  and  until  he  fell,  nobly  defimdlng  the 
flag  of  his  oottutry  that  ho  lo  vcdso  well.  JK>  imu  the  aoul  of  cMwOry^  pcnarotl^  <md  hotpt- 
taUtv:  loett  mav  U  te  tatd  qf  Mm  tfuU  As  imu  **  braneti  <ff  Oyt  brawf'  and  ff-merwu  at  he  was 
t»W)c.  I  know  him  well«  and  here  permit  me  to  seok  to  oorrect  a  somewhat  popular  error 
in  rclbrenoe  to  his  qualities  as  a  soldier.  3b  the  oa$ual  abmrver  ha  maned  to  be  reetUsttl^ 
ImjwMo*  in  hU  mavemenU,  and  si^  was  the  imprssslon  of  many.  ZMt,  In  my  humble 
Judgment,  is  a  grave  miMtakc.  In  imtitary  movemente  hlipereefitive  faevUla  teers  tulentOig 
oeuUy  he  taw  quMdif^  reacted  conUuttont  ropidlv,  ond  tinder  the  inv>lir'cUio'^  of  the  nUUtaty 
Oenliut  vftth  t^ieh  he  toot  Ay  nature  endowed  and  a  ^penKon  Aeroton  that  never  fixttedhim, 
eJKctitei  premptty  and  trigorfnulif.  Thus  it  was,  that  movunents  that  were  the  resnlt  of 
rapid  delU>eratlons  (if  I  may  be  p4»rmitted  the  expression)  were  by  some  deemed  to  be 
reckless  and  without  aim.  Jh  my  hunMie  Sudgment  neither  armtff  durino  the  rtbemon^pro- 
dueed  hit  tufierior  in  aa  the  quaUtiei  that  eanetUule  the  true  and  acounplMedtoldiert  and  hea 
hU  tf/e  been  ^^ared  and  the  cpponmdly  given  hlm»  none  vmOd  ham  eottpeed^  in  the  brlt- 
Uancvqf  hUaehteeemenit.  e  e  •  e  e  • 

(Signed)  ALEX.  T.  MoBETNOLDa.* 

[Document  No.  8.] 
THE  IRIBH  IN  THE  AMERICAN  ARMY. 

[New  York  True  Ban,  Thursday  morning,  June  82d,  1848.] 

*  One  of  the  most  Interesting  incidents  of  the  meetings  at  the  Tabernacle,  on  Tueedaj 
eyenfng  (ao  1 6 1 48),  writhe  introdnctlon  of  Captain'  McBstkolos,  of  the  U.  Sw  Drsgoona, 
one  of  the  heroes  of  Chumbuteo.  The  eloquent,  olT-hand  speech  which  he  made  on  the 
occasion  was  the  subject  of  much  admiration,  and  has  cansed  a  general  desire  among  those 
who  heard  him  to  know  something  more  of  the  eloquent  Irish  soKUer  who  stood  before 
the  meeting,  a  monnmentof  the  seal  and  derodon  which  Irishmen  have  always  exhibi^d 
in  warmly  expouslng  the  cause  of  their  adopted  country  on  the  field  of  battle.  Captain 
McRi2Tiroi.DS  came  to  this  country  when  a  youth  of  eighteen,  and  ha?,  we  brieve,  since 
then  resided  in  Z>e«roa,  in  Michigan.  To  the  Legislature  of  that  State  he  has  been  seyeral 
times  elected,  and  In  It  he  has  occupied  a  high,  honorable  position.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Michigan  Senate  when  the  war  with  Mexteo  broke  out,  and  Immediately  tendered  his 
services  to  the  government.  The  President  promptly  gave  him  a  captain's  oommisslon  in 
the  Dragoons,  and  the  gallant  discharge  of  his  duties  In  that  position  has  won  for  him 
enduring  honors.  The  assault  of  K]gabky*s  and  McRktnolb's  Dragoons,  on  the  bloody 
field  of  Chorubusco,  was  one  of  the  most  daring  and  brilliant  deeds  of  heroism  among  the 
many  prpud  instances  of  valor  which  have  shed  such  undying  lustre  on  the  American 
arms  In  the  history  of  the  Mexican  war. 

In  casting  our  eye  over  a  number  of  the  JHiftUn  nwmant^  Jbvmal,  we  met  with  the  foU 
lowing  paragraphs  relating  to  this  battle,  which  will  no  doubt  be  interesting  to  many  ot 
our  readers.  The  gallant  Kkabht,  who  bore  a  conspleoous  part  in  this  heroic  exploit 
IB  a  (native)  resident  of  (and  buried  in  18e2-*4)  In  our  dty  (of  New  York) : 


•  *•  ANSBZW  T.  McRxTVOLDS  (Michigan),  Captain  8d  dragoons.  9th  of  March.  I8f7 :  Brevet 
Major  ibr  gallant  and  merltorlons  oondnct  in  battles  of  Oontrwas  and  caiumbosco,  20th  of 
August,  1847,  (Aug.  18. 1848) ;  where  he  was  severely  wounded  in  a  chaaege  of  dragoons  at 
San  Antonio  Gate;  disbanded  Slst  of  July,  1848."  ilHetkmarv  qT  the  Army  of  the  Untua 
Statet,  QAnvsvn'B  2d  Edition,  page  301).  Major  McRbynolds  afterwards  commanded 
ist  New  York  Volunteer  (LnfOOLN)  cavalry,  to  whose  conmand  he  was  invited  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mitf or-Cteneral  Phzxjp  Kbabkt.  In  regard  to  the  ibcto  oon&ected  with  this 
command,  see  Document  No.  4. 
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"  The  fbllowloff  appeara  In  the  iV.  a  Pleoyune.* '  The  charge  of  dragoons  referred  to  was 
made  by  two  troops— one  led  by  Captain  KsABxrr.the  other  by  MoBktkolss.  The 
name  Kmabsy  sounds  rather  Irish,  bnt  of  the  birth  or  descent  of  that  gallant  soldier  we 
are  unable  to  speak.  We  are  happy,  however,  to  be  able  to  claim  Captain  If  cRkyvolm 
as  Iruh'boro,  and  no  one  will  believe  him  to  be  a  whit  the  less  a  true  American  on  that 
account.  Captain  McRktnoi.ds  is  a  native  of  Dun^onnon,  hi  the  county  of  I^froM.*  The 
DetroU  Fne  JFreu^  in  quoting  ftom  the  New  Orleans  JPteay%Mne  the  passage  which  we  sub* 
join,  speaks  thqs : 

** '  It  was  in  this  charge  that  Captain  iCcRSTiroi.]M,  of  this  city,  received  his  serious 
wound,  his  troop,— all  MlcMgan  boys— together  with  Kxabnt*s,  participating.  It  was 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  boldest  and  most  deqierate  charges  on  reoord.  The  commanding 
General  of  the  division  thus  speaks  of  the  charge  and  Captain  McRvmouts  an^  his  bold 
dragoons;  *  Captain  MoRktkoz<ds'  M  Dragoons  nobly  sustained  the  daring  movements  of 
his  squadron  commander,  and  was  wounded  in  his  left  arm." 

Both  of  these  flue  companies  sustained  severe  losses,  in  their  ranks  and  file  i^so  (very 
sad  casualltles).  We  are  inlbrmed  that  the  enemy  numbered,  by  their  own  report,  five  thou- 
sand influitry  and  one  thousand  cavalry,*  while  our  dragoons  did  not  exceed  one  hundred. 
This  small  force  drove  the  Mexicans  upwards  of  two  miles  and  ceased  not  until  they  were 
wUMn  the  baUery  that  eonercA  the  gate  of  the  eUy,  In  Uiis  oharge  the  dragoons  cut  down 
more  than  their  entire  number  of  the  enemy.  When  we  consider  the  extraordinary  dis- 
parity in  point  of  numbers,  and  the  raking  position  of  the  enemy's  battery,  into  the  very 
mouth  of  which  our  brave  dragoons  Hearlessly  threw  themselves,  we  think  we  may  salted 
say  it  ha*  xoparaUel  in  modem  warfcare. 

The  following  is  the  passsge  flrom  the  IHeoffune : 

"  CaPT.  KXABSTY'S  CHABGXi 

'  "  The  charge  of  Exaskt's  Dragoons,  upon  the  flying  masses  of  the  Mexicans,  in  the 
battle  of  Churubosco,  is  one  qf  the  moet  brfUlatU  and  deeUlve  feata  which  have  occurred 
during  the  war.  As  soon  as  our.troops  had  carried  Uie  formidable  ltt»-di^pont^  by  which 
the  avenue  leading  to  the  city  was  laid  open  to  the  cavalry,  Captain  Kbabzcy's  Dragoons 
rushed  upon  the  yielding  masses  of  the  Mexicans  with  an  impetuosity  and  ftiry  whldli 
made  amends  for  the  scantiness  of  their  numbers,  and  bora  them  back  in  confoslon  upon 
the  causeway,  a  force  in  cavalry  four  fold  that  of  oun,  but  the  narrowness  of  the  avenue 
prevented  him  from  availing  himself  of  this  superiority,  and  reduced  the  conflict  to  those 
single  handed  issues  in  which  Mexicans  must  ever  yield  to  our  prowess.  The  audacity  of 
the  onset  of  KKAnNT's  troops  struck  dhunay  to  the  hosts  which  fled  beforo  them.  The 
retreat  became  a  oonfosed  rout,  and  the  causeway  was  blocked  up  by  the  entangled  masses 
of  the  en^my.  But  even  throvigh  this  obuaele  the  triumphant  dragoons  forced  their  way, 
trampling  down  those  who  escaped  their  relentless  sabers. 

*'  Scattering  their  foe  before  them,  the  dragoons  came  at  last  within  reach  of  the  formi- 
dable batteries  which  defended  the  gates  of  the  dty,  and  a  murderous  firo  was  opened 
upon  ihem,  which  was  even  more  terrible  to  the  fhgitive  Mexicans  than  the  dragoons. 

**  The  latter  continued  their  pursuit  up  to  the  very  gates  of  the  city,  and  wcro  shot  down 
or  made  prisoners  upon  the  very  parapets  of  its  defenses.  This  was  the  moment,  If  ever, 
that  General  Soott  might  have  entered  the  city,  had  the  Instant  possession  of  It  conformed 
to  his  preconceived  designs.  Already  had  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  set  up  the  cry  that 
*  the  Americans  wero  upon  them^*  and  the  whole  population  was  stricken  defenseless  by 
panic  terrors.  But  the  dragoons  wero  recalled  from  the  pursuit  and  the  survivors  of 
that  desperate  charge  withdrew,  covered  with  wounds  and  with  honor." 

In  every  narration  of  the  events  of  Chuniinuoo  we  have  seen  this  charge  and  pursuit  by 
Exabsty's  Dragoons  commemorated  and  applauded;  but  It  appears  to  have  impressed 
the  Mexicans  Ihr  more  than  the  popular  mind  of  our  own  countrymen.  In  various  letten 
we  haveveen  written  by  them  from  the  capital,  they  tpcak  t^  the  amdaeUy<^thedraoooita 
aeterrOMeandaimoeteupematm'aL 


*The  statent&ent  of  the  New  Orleans  jP(eayune,a8  to  the  numbers  of  the  Mexicans,  Is 
evidently  a  blunder,  sa  the  estimate  of  their  numbenat  theftimewaaabootMOO,— A.T. 
McRbthoum,  on  nuurgln  of  "  Sun." 
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"  The  regiment  which  was  known  throughout  the  war  as  the  Ut  N.  T.  (Lxkcolx)  Cavalry^ 
was  organized  immediately  after  President  Limcqut  tasued  his  first  call  Air  yolunteexa 
(the  caii  of  April  15,  1861).  The  day  following  the  one  npon  wliich  that  o^  was  made 
public,  a  notice  api>eared  in  the  New  York  papers  calling  A>r  young  men  of  dash  and 
energy  to  meet  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  regiment  This  brought  together  a  number 
of  the  first  young  men  of  the  city«  possessing  wealth  and  a  high  social  position.  They  seft 
to  work  earnestly,  and  in  a  brief  space  of  time  had  .twelve  companies  organised  with  full 
ranks.  Col.  Bataud  CXabk,  of  New  York,  was  chosen  as  their  Colonel,  and  he  used  every 
■endeavor  to  have  the  regiment  aooepted  by  the  authorities  in  Washington,  but  without 
snooess.  Qea.  Soott  was  then  (acting)  Secretary  of  War, 'and  he  decided  that  the  rebellion 
conid  be  crushed  out  in  a  short  time  by  the  Regular  Army.  He  was  willing  to  accept  a 
fi»w  Volunteers,  infkntry  regiments  Ibr  garrison  duty,  but  the  Regular  Army  was  to  have 
tho  honor  and  glory  of  crushing  the  rebellious  "  anaconda."  At  least  he  would  have  no 
cavalry.  Colonel  Clabx  became  disgusted  at  his  non^noceas  and  withdrew  ftiun  the 
organisation." 

"  (Hn.  KxAB2(y ,  who  had  then  fireshly  arrived  from  Surope,  having  hastened  home  on  the 
first  announcement  of  threatened  hostilities,  was  then  tendered  the  command  of  the  1st  N. 
Y.  Cavalry.  Being  informed  of  the  fruitless  eflbrts  made  by  Col.  Clabx  to  get  the  regi- 
ment accepted .  he  consented,  conditionally,  to  assume  command.  He  reopened  oommnnf- 
oation  with  Qen.  Scott,  urging  the  acceptance  of  the  regiment,  and  when  this  was  relhsed, 
he  proceeded  to  Washington,  and  in  person  endeavored  to  effect  his  ohJect.  But  even  his 
brilliant  record  as  a  cavalry  officer  and  his  experience  of  actual  war  were  treated  with  oon> 
tempt  and  he  returned  in  despair.  He  urged  the  continuance  of  the  organisation,  predict, 
ing  that  their  services  would  be  needed,  but  as  New  Jersey,  at  that  time,  tendered  him  a 
ftill  Brlga4e  of  In&ntry,  he  withdrew  flrom  the  New  York  regiment  and  aoo^ted  the 
brigade." 

On  leaving,  he  recommended  the  officers  to  Invite  Brev.  MsJ.  Aijbx.  T.  HcRkykouds,  to 
replace  him.  This  officer  had  been  his  Junior  O^itain  In  the  squadron  with  which  Keabm  r 
made  his  famous  charge  in  Mexico.  At  the  very  San  Antonio  gate,  McRkyx^olos,  like 
Kkabky,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  left  arm.  The  former  reflised  to  submit  to  the 
amputation,  to  which  Ekabkt  consented,  and  saved  Ids  limb  with  an  anohylotlc  Joint  or 
stiff  elbow.  McRxTKOi.DS  came  on  from  his  home  in  Michigan  and  took  the  command  of 
the  1st  N.  Y.  (LixcoLN)  Vol.  (3avalry,  and  lay  all  winter  with  his  regiment  along  side  of 
Kkarny  near  Alexandria.  A  squadron  (Ck>mpanIeB  A  and  H :  r$ee  pages  239-4  and  213— 
244  and  219  tupra)  of  this  regiment  was  attached  to  Kxabity's  Brigade  when  he  advanced 
to  Manassas,  March  9th  and  10th,  1S62.  "  He  (Ksabky)  frequently  declared,  however,  that 
he  would  prelfer  being  a  Colonel  of  cavalry  to  a  Brigadier-General  of  inftmtiy.  He  was  by 
education  and  instinct  essentially  a  cavalry  commander,  and  it  was  always  a  matter  of 
regret  to  him,  that  he  was  not  araigned  to  that  arm  of  the  service."  * 

**  The  early  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  too  cautions  to  entrust  to  one 
so  skillfol  and  daring  that  arm  of  the  service  where  daring,  not  to  say  recklessness,  wss 
predominant." 

"  The  1st  N.  Y.  Cavalry  subsequently  came  to  have  an  actual  existence.  Gen.  8cx)TT  was 
contented  with  his  infl&ntry  till  Bull  Run  occurred,  when  the  mythical  **  Black  Hot«e 
Cavalry"  of  the  Rebels  struck  terror  to  his  heart  and  forced  him  to  accept  all  the  cavalry 
he  could  get.  The  Ist  N.  Y.  (then  known  as  the  litsooiM  Cavalry)  was  summoned  forth- 
with to  Washington,  was  speedily  armed  and  equipped,  and  in  a  fow  weeks  was  serving  in 
the  ssme  division  with  that  Intrepid  and  able  soldier  whom  they  had  onoe  chosen  aa  their 
leader— General  Phuh  Eea-bvy." 

INCIDENTS. 

"  Gen.  ESABST  In  camp  was  a  marttnel,  and  before  his  fighting  qualities  made  him  fkmoos 
throughout  the  world  and  beloved  by  every  soldier,  was  looked  upon  with  aversion  by  all 
Volunteers.   His  own  brigade  and  the  1st  N.  Y.  cavalry  were  encamt>ed  together  during 

•This  Is  an  error  of  monory,  or  Q^o,  Kxabxt  must  have  altwed  his  opinions ;  swA,  at 
all  events,  is  the  view  of  the  author  of  this  book. 
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the  winter  of  1861  and  1862,  near  Falrfiix  fAiexandrla)  Seminary.  The  men  of  these  com- 
mands were  a  ft-ollcksome  and  mischevious  lot  of  young  fellows  who  had  been  vaed  to 
rather  better  flure  than  was  ftimlflhed  by  the  Quartermaster,  and  consequently  soon  ac- 
quired an  unenviable  reputation  for  "  accumulating "  things.  The  4th  N.  J.  and  the  ist 
N.  Y.,  were  ft-equently  complained  of  to  Gen.  Kbarny,  not  only  by  the  residents  In  the 
vicinity  (to  whom  eggs,  butter,  milk  and  poultry,  soon  became  un^7unimquantltlee),bat 
by  neighboring  commands  who  made  up  (unwillingly)  oil  the  losses  sustained  by  these  two 
regiments  in  the  way  of  pistols  and  equipments  generally.  On  one  occasion  when  com- 
plaints had  come  in  rather  more  freely  than  u^ual  Gen.  Kbar^tt  indulging  in  considerable 
prufhnity,  wound  up  by  declaring,  that  he  believed  the  shortest  way  to  capture  Richmond, 
was  "  to  put  a  rail  f^nce  on  the  other  side  and  the  4th  New  Jersey  and  Lincoln  thieves 
would  charge  through  h— I  to  get  it.'* 

«  «  •  •  • 

**  At  a  subsequent  period  the  Lieutenant  (one  who  Incurred  Ksabnt's  displeasure  at  an 
earlier  date)  so  conducted  himself  in  the  field  under  the  General's  Immediate  eye  as  to 
win  flrom  that  officer  the  hl^^eet  compliments." 

Indeed  the  same  occurred  with  the  whole  1st  N.  Y.  regiment,  and  one  of  the  finest  monu- 
ments in  Greenwood  Cemetery  —  that  of  Lieut.  Harrt  HinnfiK  — bears  witness  to  the 
General's  opinion  of  the  fighting  qualities  of  those  whom  he  fbrmerly  spoke  of  as  "  the 
Lincoln  thieves." 

"  If  a  martinet  In  camp,  he  was  the  reverse  in  the  field,  and  would  censure  an  officer  ibr 
exacting  ftom  his  men  those  little  matters  of  etiquette  and  routine  duty,  which  he  so 
strenuously  insisted  upon  In  camp.  On  one  occasion  while  on  a  campaign  the  General 
rode  up  to  one  of  his  pickets  and  was  formally  met  by  the  reserve,  who  had  been  sum- 
moned flrom  their  sleep  to  receive  him.  Returning  their  salute,  he  commanded  '*  break 
ranks,"  and  turning  to  the  officer  in  command  said,  "  let  us  have  no  more  of  this  d— d  non- 
sense on  this  cam^ign.  it's  well  enough  when  there's  nottilng  else  to  do ;  now  we're  out 
here  to:  fight,  and  when  we  can't  fight,  let  your  men  sleep.  Feed  them  well,  give  them 
plenty  of  sleep,  and  they'll  fight  like  h— 1." 

"  A  corporal  of  cavalry  on  one  of  K  earn  y's  c^paigns  had  gallantly  led  a  small  squad  of 
men  against  some  rebel  inftintry,  routing  them  dmd  capturing  some  prisoners.  That  night 
the  General  rode  to  the  camp  of  the  cavalry,  called  the  corporal  out  in  front  of  his  com- 
rades, complimented  him  highly  fbr  his  bravery  and  promised  him  promotion.  In  two 
weeks  the  young  corporal  was  a  Second  Lteatenant,  sustaining  the  position  with  credit  and 
wlnuixig  still  fbrther  promotion." 
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CHAPTER    XXXII. 

THE    EPILOGUE. 

A   SUMMING   UP 

OP  THE 

CHABACTEBISTICS  OF  MAJOR-GBNBBAL  PHILIP  KEARNY, 

WITH     INTEBKSTING    ANECDOTES 

THROUGHOUT  HIS  CABEBB.* 
I 
"  Whvsk  ErlD  citei}  her  heart's  delights, 
The  men  of  her  right  hand, 
'Kid  statesmen,  priests,  and  bards  and  knights, 

'Tls  SAJt8FiKij>  leads  the  band  — 
Who,  haloed  with  the  battle's  lights, 
Where  Erin's  foes  oppose  him,  fights 
And  falls  for  Fatherland ! " 

**  Le  Vraie  Guidon  (TJffonneur  (Bayabd)  : 
The  true  Ensifm  (or  Standard)  of  Honor"     \ 

**  BoK  was  he  (Bayard)  A  Generosity  and  Justice; 
Saks-Peur,  in  that  he  never  knew  Fear: 
Baks  Reprochk,  since  he  was  never  wanting  to  Duty  I " 

•  JdeotAom  Old  Zifis  cf  Bayard. 

"  No  OFFICJBR  LIVING,"  said  William  III  (the  great  Dutch  King  of  England  —  one  of 
the  best  Judges  of  human  character  and  military  merit  who  ever  lived),  **  who  hab 
8KE.K  so  LITTLE  SERVICE  AS  ICY  LORD  MARLBOROUGH  (the  first  of  English  genorals),  19 
so  FIT  FOR  GREAT  COHHANDS."  —  Macat7lay's  '*  History  qf  JBnffUmd*'  III,  916-17. 

Perhaps  no  equal  number  of  words  could  be  selected  to  express  more  Justly  Phtl. 
Kearny's  capabilities  as  a  Commander. 

"  Tell  me  (Napolbon  to  Dumas),  what  do  yon  think  of  Narbonnb,  whom  I  bare  sent 
to  command  at  Baab  ?  "  "  Sire,"  I  replied,  "  I  think  he  Is  a  man  whose  capacity  is  fit  for 
everj'tblng ;  he  has  an  elevated  heart,  and  I  believe  he  has  all  sorts  of  courage."  "  Good  I 
but  he  has  never  seen  a  gun  fired."  "  Sire^  I  do  hot  believe  that  he  needa  any  apprtnUee- 
ship.'*  —  "  Memoirs  qf  his  own  time;  including  the  Sevoluiion,  the  ^nptre,  and  the  BttUnvtr 
tian.*^  By  Lieut-Gen.  Count  Mathieu  Dumas,  in  two  volumes,  Vol.  ii,  pp.  SI7-18b 

*  In  presenting  this  work  to  the  piAlIc,  the  author  begs  its  indulgence.  Stimulated  by 
no  ambition  of  applause,  nor  yet  actuated  by  any  pecuniary  inducement,  he  commenced 
the  Life  of  Philip  Kearny  as  a  labor  of  love,  and  now  offers  It  as  a  memento  of  almost 
Atitemal  regard  and  respect  —  a  rough  but  honest  monument  of  the  worth,  patriotism  and 
ability  of  a  relative,  deeply  regretted  by  the  whole  nation,  and  who  was  as  a  brother  to 
the  writer,  and  a  father  to  the  writer's  son.  serving,  at  one  time,  with  him  in  the  field. 
If  this  work  exhibits  Imperfections,  he  will  none  the  less  be  fblly  oompenftated  by  the 
reflection  that  he  was  willing  to  hasard  everything,  in  order  to  place  In  a  proper  posftloa 
the  man  to  whom  this  nation  is  so  much  indebted.  The  book  has  been  written  during 
intervals,  from  pressing  business  pursuits,  and,  indeed,  the  author  never  was  sure  that  It 
would  be  published.  The  greater  part  was  written  and  stereotyped  in  the  summer  of  IKS ; 
but  Its  publication  has  been  neglected  up  to  the  present  time.  Such  as  It  is,  we  ofler  with 
all  due  humility,  only  regretting  thai  our  ability  is  not  equal  to  the  grandaor  of  oar  sottfect 
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"  Though  a  rtrlct  disciplinarian,  (Prince)  Eugene  (of  Savoy)  waa  a  Frlenrt  of  tho  Sol- 
dier; and,  owing  to  his  kindness  of  dIaposlUon  and  easy  aflkblllty  of  manners,  greatly 
heloved  by  officers  as  well  as  privates.  His  exertions  to  secare  regular  supplies  of  provl- 
ffions  fbr  the  troops  were  constant  and  unremitting ;  and  many  of  his  letters,  written  on 
this  Important  point,  bear  the  strongest  possible  affinity  to  those  by  tho  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton on  the  same  subject."  -  **Jiioaraphies  of  Eminent  Soldien  qf  the  last  Ibur  Oenturiet/'  By 
M^}or<ileneral  Joiur  Mitchell,  page  217. 

**  Fond  man 
*  *  3^t  take  this  truth  ftom  me. 
Virtue*  alone  te  true  nobility."  JmrEKAL. 

"  The  fltv'rlng  gods  the  brave  consign 
E'en  in  their  death  to  song  divine."  Pindax. 

**  Hier  lyes  Sib  John  the  GRARAMX'wIght  and  wise, 
Ane  of  the  Cblef  retkewU  Scotland  thriae, 
Ane  Better  Knight  not  totheworlde  was  lent, 
Nor  was  guid  Grauax,  of  Truth  and  Haidiment. 
Sir  JouK  was  slain  by  the  Englishe 

22d  July,  1288."  * 

^(tin>h  in  Ihlkirk  Church  Yard,  aeoOandL 

**  Ay,  man  Is  manly.   Here  you  see 
The  warrior-carriage  of  the  head, 
And  brave  dilation  of  the  flrame ; 

And  lighting  all  the  soul  that  led  * 

rn  (Williamsburg's  hot)  charge  to  victory, 
Which  Justifies  his  ftune. 

"  A  cheering  picture.    It  Is  good 

To  look  upon  a  Chief  like  this. 
In  whom  the  spirit  moulds  the  form. 

Where  fhvorlng  nature,  oft  remiss. 
With  eagle  mien  expressive  has  endued 

A  man  to  kindle  strains  that  warm. 

"  Trace  back  his  lineage,  and  his  sires, 
Yeoman  or  noble,  yon  shall  find 
Enrolled  with  men  of  Aglncourt, 

Heroes  who  shared  great  Habet'b  mind, 
Down  to  us  come  the  knightly  Norman  flres. 
And  Aront  the  Templars  bore. 

**  Nothing  can  lift  the  heart  of  man 

Like  manhood  in  a  fellow-man. 
The  thought  of  heaven's  great  King  aikr 

But  humbles  us — too  weak  to  scan ; 
But  manly  greatness  men  can  span, 

And  feel  the  bonds  that  draw." 

"  BaUleifieeet  and  Atpeett  of  the  War.**  By  Herman  Melvillx. 

*'  It  l^as  been  remarked,  and  no  doubt  with  truth,  by  those  who  best  knew  Sir  Ralph 
(Abercroxbt),  that  the  drcumstanees  attending  his  death  were  nearly  such  as  he  would 
have  chosen  ibr  himself.  The  same  sentiment  has  been  thus  beautlAiUy  expressed  by  one 
who  did  not  personally  know  him  :  *  Over  Sir  Ralph  Abercroicbt  I  do  not  much  lament ; 
ftall  of  yean  and  fuU  of  honor,  he  teenu,  uiih  Mt  oum  handt,  to  htme  erected  a  monument  of 
glory,  tmd  then  eaimly  entered  it  Wten  death  mu$t  come,  it  never  eomea  better  than  dtaffut»ed 
at  glory.   Such  cu  hi$  should  rather  be  revered  than  deplored.* 

"  Sir  Ralph,  who  always  regarded  unhesitating  devotion  to  the  public  service  as  the 
first  duty  of  a  soldier,  could  not  review  his  own  career  during  the  war  without  a  conscious 
ftellng  that  neither  unlooked  fbr  disappointment  nor  ultimate  fi&Uare,  which  might  have 

•YiBTva,  "  Manhood,  the  som  of  all  tho  coxporeal  or  mental  excellencies  of  man." 

AVDBXWS. 
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weighed  with  less  elevated  minds,  hjid  relaxed  his  untiring  ceal  and  ardor  In  the  cauae  ot 
hi8  country.  He  must  have  felt  that  he  possessed  in  full  measure  the  respect,  the  confi- 
dence and  the  warmest  attachment  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command.  He 
must  have  dwelt  with  unmlugled  batisi'actlun  on  the  promptitude,  precision  and  good 
order  with  which  all  the  movements  of  the  troops  had  been  conducted  by  the  officera  and 
men;  the  legitimate  result  of  the  Just. and  rigid  dlsciplino  which  he  had  ootisuuitly 
enforced.  Autielpated  difficulties  and  serious  deficiencies  had  been  overcome,  and  the 
character  of  the  *  *  Army  for  dlscipllue  and  valor  had  been  raised  and  confirmed 
by  three  actions,  which  had  been  fought  and  won  against  a  brave  enemy,  *  *  animated 
by  the  recollection  of  the  splendid  victories  in  which  they  had  shared.  Such  are  some  of 
the  reflections  which  most  have  soothed  and  cheered  the  dying  moments  of  the  veteran 
commander. 

"  isir  Balph  died  too  soon  to  know  the  fhll  extent  of  the  service  ho  had  rendered  to  his 
country.  He  did  not  live  to  know  that  the  battle  of  the  2ist  March  virtually  decided  the 
fiite  of  Egypt."  «  •  —  Zieut.-0€n.  ABKacaouBY,  K.  B.,  1793—1801.  A  Memoir  by  his  eon 
Jahbs  LiOBJ>  Dunf£&mlinb,  pp.  301-'2. 

To  sum  up  the  character  of  Major-General  Pniup  Kkakny,  so 
as  to  present  a  word-portrait  which  will  be  satisfactory  at  once 
to  the  author  and  to  the  reader,  is  a  task  of  no  small  difficulty. 
CoRTLANDT  Pabker,  Esq.,  of  New  Jersey,  has  done  so  with  great 
ability ;  but  it  is  rather  of  the  Mau  than  the  Soldier.  Kearny 
has  been  compared  to  Desaix,  and  to  Bayard,  and  to  Rupert, 
and  to  Claverhouse,  and  to  Ziethex,  and  to  Seydutz,  a  twin 
spirit.  Popular  opinion  assigns  all  these  to  one  and  the  same 
class,  although  they  differed,  the  one  from  the  other,  in  many  par- 
ticulars, as  much  as  days  differ,  or  twilight  from  morning;  yes, 
even  moonlight  from  sunlight.  Kearny  had  more  reckless 
dash  than  Desaix,  more  ambition  than  Bayard,  more  patriot- 
ism than  Claverhouse,  more  judgment  than  Rupert,  and  yet 
he  possessed  elements  in  common  with  them  all,  even  as  each 
was  akin  to  the  other  in  certain  marked  characteristics.  Re- 
flection has  led  to  the  conviction  that  Phil.  Kearny,  taken 
altogether,  bore  the  most  striking  resemblance  to  the  great 
Prussian  hero,  Gerhard  Lebbrecht  Blucher,  in  his  tastes, 
habits,  tactics  and  texture  of  mind,  in  a  word,  in  his  "  direct 
and  daring  genius,"  not  only  as  a  soldier,  but  as  an  individual. 
Blucher,  for  a  long  time,  was  misunderstood  and  under-esti- 
mated, until  results  demonstrated  .that  the  popular  hero  was 
the  real  hero.  So  was  Kearny.  Napoleon  used  to  call  Blu- 
cher the  "Dragoon";  the  old  military  high-caste,  "Yunker- 
thum,"  nicknamed  him  "  Slash-sabre,"  and  the  world  believed 
that  these  epithets  were  just,  until  he  arrived  at  the  position 
where  he  could  display  his  wonderful  common  sense.    Experts 
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then  discovered  that  the  dash  and  the  cut  and  the  stab  of  the 
cavalry  officer,  or  "  Old  Trooper,"  were  subordinate  to  mental 
faculties  which  only  required  certain  circumstances  for  their 
display  in  all  their  intense  brightness.  Was  not  this  emphati- 
cally so  with  Kkarnt  —  cruelly  depreciated  by  MoClellan  — 
until,  being  dead,  he  no  longer  stood  in  the  way  of  either  chief 
or  favorites?  If  McClkllan  did  shed  tears  over  his  dead 
body,  as  was  reported,  were  they  the  tears  of  regret  for  the 
great  soldier  lost  to  his  country,  or  of  remorse,  which  recog- 
nized, when  too  late,  injustice  done,  fidelity  unrewarded  and 
services  ignored  ?  Blucher  is  almost  better  known  as  Marshal 
"  Forwards  "  than  by  any  other  title.  This  term,  first  applied 
to  him  by  the  Russian  contingent  serving  under  his  orders,  was 
at  once  adopted  by  the  Prussians,  immediately  after  by  the 
whole  of  Germany,  by  England,  and  throughout  tlie  vast  forces 
of  the  Allies.  Yet  few  Generals  ever  retreated  oftener  than 
Blucher,  but  then  his  retreats  were  masterpieces.  His  circuit- 
ous retreat  to  Lubeck,  in  1806,  doubling  like  a  fox,  was  wonder- 
ful in  its  fierce  obstinacy ;  his  falling  back  before  Net,  to  the 
Bober,  in  1813,  during  which  the  affair  of  Haynau  occurred, 
cost  Napoleon  a  division,  without  any  adequate  return.  By 
his  alternate  advancing  and  retiring,  in  September,  1813,  he 
exasperated  and .  depressed  Napoleon,  who  saw  the  illusion  of 
French  glory  passing  away.  This  systematic  plan  of  avoiding 
a  battle,  irritated  the  Emperor  even  more  than  the  loss  of  con- 
temporaneous battles,  and  occasioned  the  French  greater  suffer- 
ing and  casualties  than  could  have  resulted  from  a  general 
engagement.  In  1814,  Blucher  never  retreated  but  to  return 
again  with  redoubled  •  vigor,  doubly  dangerous.  How  beauti- 
fully Norvins  expresses  this  when  Napoleon,  hoping  (22d  Feb- 
ruary, 1814)  to  catch  Sohwartzenburg  alone,  "learns  with  the 
greatest  surprise  that  the  corps  (in  his  front)  is  that  of  Sacken, 
belonging  to  that  eternal  army  of  Blucher,  whichy  everywhere^ 
reproduced  iUdf  and  seemed  to  be  born  again  from  its  ruins,'''* 
Was  it  not  even  so  with  Kearny  and  his  division,  "  fought  to 
pieces  through  the  incapacity  of  superiors?"  Again,  Oust 
remarks  of  that  same  army  of  Blucher  :  "  He  (Napoleon) 
forgot  that  five  victories  were  not  a  campaign,  and  that  the 
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wave  (Blucher)  which  he  had  forced  back,  would  at  length 
return  in  pnatine  power  to  engulf  hinu"  Did  not  the  gallant 
remains  of  Kearny's  division  win  and  hold  the  field  of 
Ghantillj)  on  which  he  himself  breathed  forth  his  glorious  life  ? 

Who,  but  Blucher,  could  have  brought  up  an  arm  j  from 
lost  Ligny  to  victoriously-annihilating  Waterloo  ?  Was  it  not 
even  so  with  Kearny  ?  His  prompt  advance  to  Manassas,*  his 
hurrying  on  to  Williamsburg,  bearing  with  him  succor,  safety 
and  success,  was  not  near  as  grand  as  his  tenacity  before  Rich- 
mond in  the  retreat  to  the  James,  and  duriiig  the  gradual  fall- 
ing back  from  Warrenton  to  Fairfax.  The  very  fact  that  he 
restrained  the  pursuit  at  Fair  Oaks,  as  represented  by  Heint- 
ZELMAN,  shows  that  the  fiery  ardor  of  the  soldier  was  tempered 
by  the  sound  discretion  of  the  General.     • 

Here  another  of  the  many  close  resemblances  to  Bayard  pre- 
sents itself.  After  the  battle  of  Ravenna,  fought  on  Easter 
Sunday,  10th  April,  1512,  the  remnant  of  the  defeated  Spaniards 
were  retiring  slowly,  but  in  good  order,  upon  the  fastness  of 
Ravenna.  Bayard,  returning  from  the  pursuit  in  another  direc- 
tion, descried  this  still  unbroken  force,  and  prepared  to  charge 
it.  Thereupon  a  single  Spaniard  left  the  ranks,  and  accosted 
him  gravely  thus :  "  Senor,  you  must  perceive  that  you  have  not 
men  enough  with  you  to  charge  us  to  advantage  (or  to  effect  any 
thing).  You  have  won  the  battle ;  be  satisfied,  and  let  us  go ; 
for  if  we  get  off  safe,  it  is  God's  will."    The  veteran  Bayard 

*  In  the  New  York  Tiicxs  of  6th  Septemher,  isao,  fs  an  aUnslon  to  the  Report  of  Kkj^bxtt 
BB  to  this  advance  on  Manassas,  which  proves  (as  tliat  Report  Is  quoted)  that  the  state- 
ment of  its  suppression  Is  true.  The  arttcie  referred  to  Is  on  the  seoond  page,  entitled,  "  ▲ 
DAY  IN  Obkknwoob,"  and  the  quotation  occurs  in  the  last  paragraph  (Sd  oolomn  of  it  J  in 

the  section :  

"LIEUTENANT   HIDDEN. 

"  Turning  away  Arom  these  ponderous  dwellings  of  the  dead,  cross  to  the  modest  granite 
column  which  rises  on  thegrassy  slope  beyond.  It  Is  the  monument  of  Lieotenant  Hkhiiy 
B.  HiDDBK,  who  fell  in  a  gallant  charg^e  in  1862.  In  the  banning  of  the  war  when  a  very 
general  desire  prevailed  among  the  regular  army  officers  to  make  the  cavalry  arm  of  tba 
service  illuHtrate  the  dashing  heroism  associated  with  it  in  all  countries  ttota  Ume  immemo- 
rial, but  which,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  country  through  which  the  struggle  wos  fought 
out  had  never  been  realized,  the  dashing  heroism  of  Lieutenant  Hiobeh  was  memorlalizod 
as  an  example  to  that  ^m  of  the  service.  (See  Chapter  XIX  and  accompanying  Doctt- 
ments.)    Beneath  the  bronze  figure  of  the  dead  soldier  is  the  following  inscription : 

"  *  Lieutenant  Hknbt  B.  Hxddes  :  Born  in  New  Kork :  Killed  atSangBter's  Station,  V*a., 
March  9, 1862,  at  the  age  of  28  years,  in  a  gallant  and  successful  charge  with  14  dragoons 
upon  150  rebel  infhntry.' 

"  HE  ILL  TRATED  THE  CAVALRY  SERVICE  AND  OPENED  FOR  IT  A  NSW 
ERA."  —  Vide  Major-Oeneral  Phil.  Ebabxtt's  Report 
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silently  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  warning,  even  though 
uttered  by  an  enemy.  His  men  and  horses  were  both  fought 
out,  he  had  no  supports  or  reserves,  the  enemy  was  falling  back 
on  his  intrenchments ;  the  judgment  of  the  cool  and  experienced 
leader  regulated  the  ardor  of  the  knightly  swordsman.  Ho 
held  in  his  men. 

A  short  time  afterward,  the  French  General-in-chief,  Gaston 
DB  Foix,  incrusted,  from  plume  to  spur,  with  blood,  came  gallop- 
ing up  with  a  body  of  cavalry,  upon  the  rear  of  the  same  force 
of  Spaniards.  "  Who  goes  there  ?  "  he  demanded  of  his  officers. 
"  The  Spaniards  whom  we  have  beaten."  "  Charge  them  I "  and 
the  French  horse  spurred  upon  the  Spanish  pikes.  Therelipon 
the  defeated  but  undaunted  musketeers  poured  out  a  murderous 
volley.  Down  went  Gaston,  and  the  French  were  repulsed. 
Then  the  Spanish  infantry  rushed  upon  him  with  their  pikes 
and  halberts  (the  bayonets  of  that  era),  hamstrung  hb  horse,  and 
despatched  him  with  a  hundred  stabs.  He  had  fifteen  wounds 
in  the  face  alone. 

At  F&ir  Oaks,  if  Heintzelman  is  correct,  KEAsmr  acted  like 
the  sagacious  Batard,  not  like  the  impetuous  Gabton. 

Nevertheless,  when  the  hour  was  propitious,  no  one  was 
prompter  to  say  "  On."  "  He  has  heart  and  courage,"  was  his 
highest  commendation  of  an  officer,  but  he  also  said  '^judgment 
and  experience."  Misjudged  Kearny  —  grand  soldier,  but 
consummate  General  I 

Superficial  writers  have  styled  Phil.  Kbabny  ''  the  Batabd 
of  our  army,"  because  Bayard's  name  is  universally  considered 
as  synonymous  with  gallantry.  But,  carry  out  the  comparison 
in  all  its  bearings,  and  it  will  hold  equally  good.  This  parallel 
between  Kearny  and  Bayard  commences  with  the  careers  ot 
both  men  —  the  "bravest  of  the  brave"  —  and  holds  good 
in  almost  every  detail.  Both  w'ere  consummate  riders  in 
early  youth;  the  latter  distinguishing  himself  as  such  at 
thirteen.  Charles  VUI,  of  France,  no  mean  horseman  him- 
self, nicknamed  him  "/Vg^t/e^,"  from  his  furious  spurring — 
^'^  pique  I  pique!"  ("spur!  spur!").  feEARNY's  crossing  the 
Pedregal  in  Mexico  by  night,  as  a  feat,  will  pair  off  with 
Bayard's  charge  at  Agnadello,  through  water  up  to  his  horse's 
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belly ;  and  the  former  dashing  on  in  1847,  tx>  the  attact  of 
the  San  Antonio  gate  of  Mexico,  with  the  latter's  equally 
audacious  charge  into  the  streets  of  Milan  in  1600.  Both 
believed  in  the  doctrine  never  to  despise  an  enemy,  and  like 
Rohan,  a  master  spirit  in  war,  considered  that  too  much  money 
could  not  be  thrown  away  on  good  spies,  who  had  proved  they 
were  to  be  trusted.  Bayard  paid  his  spies  so  well  that  they 
would,  rather  have  died  than  betray  him,  and  ho  never  slept 
before  any  affair  of  importance,  passing  the  previous  night  in 
preparation.  Kearny  was  in  an  equal  degree  wisely  lavish  and 
presciently  vigilant.  Kearny  as  richly  deserved  the  motto 
ascribed  to  his  valor  as  Bayard  :  **  Vires  agminis  unua  habetP 
Nor  was  the  chevalier  son  of  warlike  Dauphiny  more  generous 
to  captured  foes  than  the  knightly  son  of  New  York. 

Lieutenant  R.  L ,  aid  to  Major-G«neral  D.  B ,  relates 

an  anecdote  of  Kearny  to  demonstrate  his  sympathy  and  gen« 

erosity  toward  the  sick  of  our  army.     L was  on  board 

the  Knickerbocker  steamer  prostrate  with  Chickahominy  fever, 
and  the  vessel  was  filled  with  victims  to  the  ^ame  terrible  dis- 
ease, due  to  the  long  inaction  and  severe  labors  of  our  army  in 
that  pestiferous  region.  He  says  that  Kearny  came  on  board 
to  visit  the  sick  and  cheer  them  up  by  this  evidence  that  they 
had  the  warm  and  active  sympathy  of  their  superior.  Kearnt 
went  through  that  large  boat  —  that  floating  lazar-house  — 
with  a  kind  word,  a  pleasant  smile,  a  grasp  of  his  single  hand 
and  some  soothing  or  inspiriting  remark  for  every  one.  Nor 
was  his  sympathy  confined  to  words  and  smiles  alone.  Wher- 
ever he  thought  that  money  was  needed  he  did  not  wait  till  it 

was  asked.    L saw  him  put  a  twenty  dollar  gold  piece 

into  the  hands  of  more  than  one,  and  thinks  he  must  have 
bestowed  several  hundreds  of  dollars  in  this  glorious  exhibition 
of  manly  feeling  on  that  occasion.  Is  there  any  record  of  Mo 
Clbllan's  having  done  any  thing  like  this  ? 

Nor  was  Kearny's  generosity  confined  to  our  own  men,  to  our 
sick  and  our  wounded.  On  more  than  one  occasion  he  supplied 
Rebel  officers  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  with  means  not  only 
sufficient  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  moment  but  to  enable 
them  to  get  along  until  they  could  receive  remittances  from 
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home.  Keaenet's  generous  liberality,  although  frequent  and 
munificent)  was  of  that  sterling  kind,  which  has  the  commend- 
ation of  scripture,  done  in  secret,  ncJt  even  letting  the  left 
hand  know  what  the  right  hand  had  done. 

Keasny  never  forgot  the  gallant  Stuaet,  who  was  mortally 
wounded  by  his  side  in  the  engagement  with  the  llogue  River 
Indians,  17th  June,  1851,  and  died  on  the  following  day.  After 
the  campaign  was  over  and  Kearny  had  returned^to  California 
he  wrote  to  his  friend  Rufus  Ingaixs  —  then  Captain  and 
Assistant  Quartermaster,  now  Colonel,  Chief  Quartermaster,  New 
York  city,  and  Brevet  Major-General  U.  S.  A.,  the  distinguished 
Quartermaster-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  —  and 
requested  him  to  send .  a  detachment  from  Fort  Vancouver, 
Washington  Territory,  and  obtain  the  body  of  Captain  Stuart, 
which  had  been  buried  on  the  field,  where,  nobly  discharging 
his  duty,  he  had  been  shot  down.  Kearny  likewise  forwarded 
a  fine  metal  case  for  the  remains,  and  continued  to  display  his 
interest  in  the  matter  by  letters  even  after  he  reached  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  and  China,  remitting  a  draft  for  the  expenses 
incurred,  and  paying  this  last  tribute  of  respect  to  a  deceased 
brother  in  arms,  a  man  after  his  own  heart. 

Captain  Ingalls  faithfully  complied  with  his  wishes  and  the 
body  was  restored  to  Stuart's  relations  and  native  State,  South 
Carolina,  which  voted  a  sword  to  the  captain's  eldest  brother  as 
a  token  of  the  peculiar  pride  and  afiection  witt  which  it  cher- 
ished the  memory  of  its  dead  son  and  soldier. 

How  many  more  instances  of  this,  Kearny's  disinterested 
liberality,  might  be  related. 

No  man  understood  better  than  Kea^j{Ny  the  meaning  of 
"  military  arithmetic,"  as  Napoleon  styled  "  his  meting  out 
death  by  the  hour." 

Both  our  own  and  France's  "  knightly,"  **  electric  "  and  electri- 
fying Bayards  bore  themselves  with  knightly  courtesy  to  the 
vanquished.  Both  may  be  said  to  have  possessed  three  excellent 
qualities  of  a  great  General,  ''  assault  of  the  ram  (the  Roman 
aries,  or  ram,  battered  down  every  thing  before  it),  the  defense 
of  the  wild-boar  (an  animal  famous  for  its  fierce  resist^ce)  and 
the  flight  of  the  wolf"  (most  dangerous  if  close  pressed).    Both 

62 


490      *      BIOGRAPHY  OF  MAJOBrGENEBAL  PHILIP  KEABXY. 

left  behind  them  the  reputation  of  fearing  neither  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  seasons,  the  tempests  of  life,  nor  the  yiolence  of 
men  —  ever  wise  and  bravely  loyal.  When  we  think  of  how 
Kearny's  deeds  tallied  with  the  promise  of  his  few  but  earnest 
words  in  relation  to  the  duty  of  a  citizen  and  a  soldier,  at  the 
crisis  of  the  nation,  words  uttered  while  a  boy  at  school ;  won  Is 
repeated  in  his  letter  accepting  the  magnificent  sword  presented 
after  his  return  from  Mexico ;  words  always  borne  in  mind  and 
lived  up  to  by  him;  words  totally  misunderstood  by  too  many 
of  our  own  people,  and  which  could  not  have  been  felt  by  those 
who  were  — 

•      •      "  mere  Ibrelgners  of  much  renown. 
Of  various  nationa.  and  all  Volunteers ; 
Not  fighting  for  the  country  or  its  crown. 
But  wishing  to  be  one  day  brigadiers : " 

it  seems  as  if  no  praise  which  has  been  accorded  to  him  is 
too  flattering.  He  relinquished  all  that  made  life  desirable, 
like  another  son  of  our  Empire  State,  tihe  honest,  fearless 
Wadsworth,  and  like  him,  to  use  Lincoln's  words,  which 
can  never  die  while  our  language  lives,  both  "  gave  (for  the 
Union)  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion,"  and  on  their  biers 
fell  fast  and  freely  the  tears*  of  the  people,  in  whose  cause 
they  died. 

It  has  been  justly  remarked  that  no  ^ne,  manly  character 
can  exist  which  does  not  possess,  and  present,  many  traits  of 
the  womanly.     This  was  eminently  the  case  of  Phil.  Kearny, 


•  "  He  was  the  best  General  in  the  army ;  hlg  loss  toill  never  be  made  up :  every  man  in  th« 
division  adored  him .  Many  a  poor  fellow  was  seen  on  the  road,  cryincfor  his  lonr— and  I, 
too,  do  not  blush  for  my  manhood,  when  I  acknowledge  that  I  shed  tears." —if.  T.  Time*, 
Saturday,  September  13th,  18(BL 

"  His  death  has  cast  a  feeling  of  gloom  over  the  city.  All  the  flags  are  at  half-mast,  and 
the  deepest  regret  is  everywhere  manifested  for  the  death  of  this  brave,  gallant,  fearless 
and  accomplished  soldier."  —A^eujarA paper,  4th  September,  1802. 

"  Early  the  next  morning  (2d  September),  however,  a  flag  of  truce  came  in  flrom  General 
Lmk,  with  word  that  Kkarny'b  body  had  been  found.  •  ♦  General  Hkintkklkax  at 
once  detailed  Major  Birney,  ♦  •  to  receive  It ;  •  ♦  but  before  reaching  the  outposts 
he  met  a  party  having  the  remains  in  charge.  They  had  been  Informally  delivered  up  to 
our  men,  without  waiting  for  the  usual  escort  to  come  up.  The  body  had  been  rifled  qf 
svsjrd,  pistol,  ioatch,  dtamcmd  brooch,  finger-rings,  and  the  pocket-book,  in  which  the  Oonaral 
alioayn  krpt  a  Uwge  amount  qf  money. 

"  Among  the  visitors  to-day,  to  see  the  remains,  was  the  colored  servant  of  General 
Kfarny,  who  burst  Into  an  agony  of  grief  on  taking  a  parting  look  at  the  body  of  hla 
dead  master."  —  AUas  and  Argus  (Correspondence),  Monday,  September  5th,  J6G3. 

[For  the  sentiments  of  general  gloom  felt  by  all  classes,  see  John  Y.  Fobtsk's  **  Jhto 
Jersey  and  the  iSebeUlon,"  pages  815, 816  and  817,  which  there  Is  no  room  to  Insert.] 
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and  was  expressed  in  a  hundred  ways,  bnt  never  more  touch- 
lugly  so  than  in  his  watchful  care  of  his  men.  In  a  letter 
to  his  cousin,  Philip  John  Kbabny,  Major  of  the  Eleventh 
New  Jersey  Volunteers,  a  victim,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  to  a 
mortal  wound  received  at  Gettysburg,  he  writes :  "  You  must 
have  learnt  something  of  the  nature  of  men,  as  to  controlling 
them  with  decision,  but  little  harehness ;  with  discipline,  but 
justice ;  but,  above  all,  with  careful  watchfulness  of  their  rights 
and  comforts.  Men  are  very  grateful ;  far  more  so  than  the 
little  one  may  do  for  them  deserves.  As  to  perfecting  yourself  in 
your  new  position  (as  an  officer)  never  let  it  pass  from  your 
mind  in  what  a  false  position  a  gentleman  is^  who  assumes  to  be 
what  he  is  not^  Previously  he  had  remarked  as  a  sequence  to 
the  foregoing  advice :  '*  If  you  display  courage^  it  will  grace- 
fully  cover  a  multitude  of  shortcomings.^^  Was  not  this  noble- 
ness and  gentleness  combined,  justifying  the  words  of  an  aid- 
de-camp  in  referring  to  the  letters  of  his  deceased  General: 
•*  To  you  (the  author)  they  will  serve  to  recall  that  charming 
trait  in  his  noble  character,  thoughtfulness  of  others,  and  the 
desire  to  reward  whom  he  admired,  and  condemn  whom  he 
despised.  Had  he  lived,  his  sword  would  have  been  his  his- 
tory." No  wonder  this  aid  remembered  Kearny's  words  of 
cheer  when  severely  wounded :  "  I  regret  extremely  the  pain 
you  must  suffer,  and  yet  it  is  the  high  insignia  of  distinction." 
What  a  balm  such  language  to  the  young  and  brave  aspirant 
for  military  honors,  to  whom  he  added,  ''  Join  me  as  soon  as 
you  can,"  and  then,  "  knowing  your  ardent  military  spirit,  I 
caution  you  not  to  retard  your  cure  by  over  anxiety.  And  yet, 
I  tnist  to  having  you  shortly,  permanently  installed  as  one  of 
my  staff!"  Could  man  have  written  more  comforting  words  to 
a  gallant  soldier,  burning  to  join  his  beloved  commander,  words 
with  promise  of  fresh  opportunities  of  acquiring  glory  in  the 
light  of  an  example  such  as  Keabny's,  and  breathing  a  compas- 
sionate interest,  such  as  never  exists  but  in  the  heart  of  a  hero.* 

*  The  following  letters  were  forwarded,  fbr  Insertion,  Jnst  eleven  monttu  Hgo,  bat  were 
mislaid  through  the  fnexcosable  delay  In  prosecuting  the  publication  of  this  book. 
Tbey  contain  some  sentences  which  induced  the  author  to  lay  them  aside  at  the  time,  for 
the  same  reason  that  he  rejected  a  number  of  others.  Nor  would  they  now  be  liiserted 
were  It  not  to  prove  the  warm-hearted  Interest  which  Kkausy  —  In  the  midst  of  his  own 
disheartonlng  difficnitles— took  in  the  career  of  a  young  flrlend  and  youthflil  soldier. 
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"  No.  1,  Babclay  St..  Nkw  Yobk,  SepL  140, 1888. 
**  Dear  Oeksral  —  Tour  flivor  of  the  5th  came  duly  to  hand.  Thanks  for  your  kind 
remembrance  of  me.  I  enclose  four  letters  (Vom  General  Rsarny  to  me,  written  to  me 
when  I  was  suffering  Intense  agony  from  wounds  received  at  Fair  Oaks  and  he  salSerinig; 
as  much  fVom  the  blundering  on  tho  Peninsula.  Thesn  letters.  I  fiMur,  on  looking  over 
them  again,  will  not  prove  of  much  Interest  to  the  public,  but  tat  me  they  shed  a  bright 
halo  over  that  otherwise  wretched  portion  of  my  military  experience.  To  you,  they  wfll 
serve  to  recall  that  charmingtralt  In  his  noble  character,  *  thoughtful! noss  for  others,*  and 
the  desire  to  reward  where  he  admired,  and  condemn  where  he  despisod.  Had  he  lived 
his  sword  wt>uld  have  been  his  history.  His  death  leaves  to  you  the  honorable  task  — 
may  God  speed  you  In  it  is  tho  wish  of 

"  Your  Mend, 

»•  FXTZGERAIiD." 

"  HEAIXiUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,! 
"  Faib  Oaks,  Wi  July,  1S82.  / 

"  Mt  Dkab  Likutkxakt  — I  regret  extremely  tho  pain  you  must  suff)»r,  and  yet  It  fB 

the  high  Insignia  of  distinction.    I  regret  extremely  that  you  are  not  here,  for  I  shall  miss 

you  In  the  coming  flght.    I  now  propose  to  you  what  I  had  always  contemplated,  making 

you  my  Aid,  if  It  meets  your  pleasure.    At  the  same  time  you  are  proposed  for  a  captaincy 

In  your  regiment.    *   * 

"  Ever  sincerely  yours, 

"  P.  KEARNY, 

**  Bria,-Oen,  OommamUno  Sd  JkvitioiC* 

• 

••  HEADQUARTERS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  > 
"  Habbisok's  liAKnixa  VA  July,  1882.    } 

**  My  Dkab  Caftatk — I  wan  very  happy  to  r^pelve  yours  of  the  25th  June  I  am  sorry 
that  your  wound  Is  still  troublesome.  However,  Join  me  as  soon  as  you  can  —  and  tliere 
win  be  plenty  of  offlce  work,  until  you  can  mount. 

"  We  have  had  several  desperate  engagements  and  feariVil  losses,  but  strange  to  say.  tbo 

pique  and  Jealousy  of ,  Arom  his  Ignorance,  or  of  McCuUiUiK,  from  sundry  old 

reasons  and  new  ones —the  principal  one  that  I  made  an  outcry  at  his  Intrigues  to  tiave 
General  Scott  driven  out  of  service  hy'sliffhts  and  dtsgusts;*  more  recenUy  that,  from 
before  the  enemy's  leaving  Manassas,  I  criticised  his         *         *         *  (plans)  hare 

proven  a  prophet  There  Is  not  an  action,  not  a  position,  not  a  retreat  that  I  did  not  point 
out  three  weeks  since.  * 

"  Whilst  I  sincerely  sympathise  with  the  pleasure  you  must  afford  those  at  yonrhomei. 
and  Join  most  heartily  In  the  ovations  your  noble  courage  entitles  you  to,  I  <io  hope  that 
you  will  not  delay  your  arlval.    My  letter  is  sufficient  authority  for  you  as  of  a  fliU  order. 

"  Very  sincerely  yours, 

^  .*'  P.  KEARNY, 

Brtff.-Oen,  Oommandisw  DMakM, 
**  Capt.  Louis  Fitzoebau),  4O0i  IT.  T.  VoU. 

"  Whilst  I  Audy  in  my  Staff  the  ornamental,  remember  that  I  unite  with  It  Immense 
exertion,  sach  as  I  have  already  found  in  you.  K^T. 

"  Our  command  is  small  in  numbers,  but  In  very  high  spirits      •       •      « 

"  HEADQUARTERS.  THIRD  DIVISION.  THIRD  CORPS,  > 
"  Harrison's  LAifDnro,  17th  July.  } 

"  My  Deab  Fitzoebai*d— I  have  Just  received  a  letter  finom  Mr.  E.  Ij.  Lyncb  statins 
that,  although  recovered  from  your  wound,  you  are  suffering  from  typhoid. 

"  Knowing  your  ardent  military  spirit,  I  must  caution  you  not  to  retard  your  core  by 
over-anxiety.  And  yet,  I  trust  to  having  you  shortly  permanently  Installed  as  one  of  my 
Staff. 

*  "  General  Scott's  partisans  complain  that  McClkllait  Is  very  disrespectful  In  his 
dealings  with  General  Scott,"  etc.  —  Gcbowski's  "  Dtary;'  vol.  i,  page  1Q3.  [This  ik>Ui  ia 
not  added  to  Justify  the  opinion,  but  excuse  It.] 
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"  We  are  resting  here  most  lazily  and  ignobly.    McClbllak  always  has  a  hibernation 

after  every  tight.    He  has  talents,  perhaps,  military,  none—  nor  nerve. 

'•  Yours  very  truly,  etc., 

"  P  K£<ARXY. 
"  To  Captain  Louis  Fitzgerald,  4(KA  N.  Y.  Vols." 

[In  regard  to  what  has  been  styled  the  "  Kkarny  Corii]G8PONdbnc£,"  the  reader,  who 
Is  curious,  is  referred  to  other  sources  of  information ;  for  Instance,  the  New  York  Herald 
of  13th  and  21st  September.  19th  October,  8th  November,  1862.  etc. ;  likewise  other  periodi- 
cals. The  author  has  had  many  letters  at  his  disposal,  but  has  inserted  only  such  as  he 
believed  the  dead  soldier  would  have  no  objection  to  appearing,  had  he  lived.  As  stated 
elsewhere,  General  K.ka]|SY,  throughout  his  lifb,  corresponded  regularly  with  a  relatlv*) 
since  dead,  of  whom  the  writer  was  heir  and  executor.  During  her  last  Illness  she  de- 
stroyed everything  from  his  pen.  From  what  she  said,  Kkarny's  letters  must  have 
been  Intensely  interesting.] 

Like  Blucher,  like  Seydlitz,  and  all  natural  bom  soldiers, 
Kkarny  could  not  live  without  excitement.  He  was  fond  of 
wine,  as  a  gentleman,  a  real  gentleman,  should  be,  in  moderation; 
of  good  cheer;  of  good  company;  of  the  society  of  the  accom- 
plished of  the  opposite  sex,  and  speculation,  which  in  him 
represented  Blucher's  addiction  to  games  of  hazard.  In 
speculation  he  was  eminently  successful,  for  his  judgment, 
despite  the  vivacity  of  his  temperament,  was  excellent.  Like 
Blucher,  also,  he  was  passionately  fond  of  horses,  rode  like  a 
Centaur  and  like  the  wind.*  His  appearance  at  middle  age  was 
very  deceptive.  Ordinary  observers  would  have  set  him  down 
as  a  light  weight,  and  as  slightly  built  This  was^  in  reality, 
the  case  in  1846-'7,  in  Mexico  (when^  at  32,  he  looked  like  a 
youth,  with  his  long  flowing  hair  crowned  with  a  taking  cap, 
and  lithe  figure  set  off  by  his  graceful  shell-jacket),  but  not  so 
in  1861-2.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  a  p6werfully  built  man, 
weighing  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  and  about  five 
feet  ten  inches  in  height.  His  make  was  perfection  for  a  trooper, 
his  chest  massive,  his  legs  sinewy  columns.  He  lay  on  the  em- 
balming-table a  perfect  specimen  of  manly  strength.  He  was 
as  striking  in  his  carriage  as  in  his  character ;  his  step  was  as 
elastic  as  an  Indian's,  and  in  his  movements  he  was  lithe  and 


*  Indeed  Esabnt  often  made  the  exact  remark  that  Captain  Lawlkt,  the  Biographer 
of  Skydlttk,  attributes  to  his  hero,  that  "  he  would  never  cross  a  heavy  underbred  horse 
again ; "  selecting  always  such  as  had  "  strong  loins  and  hindquarters,  and  were  fit  fbr  gal- 
loping, leaping,  or  any  violent  exercise."  (Pages  82, 88,  "General  Skydlitz,  a  Ji/Ziftorj^ 
Biography.**  by  Captain  Hon.  Robert  Nkvillk  Lawlier,  2nd  Life  Guards,  London, 
printed  for  prtvate  eIretUatton  orUy,  1852.) 

As  for  Blucheb,  whatever  might  be  shabby  or  out  of  order  about  him,  owing  to  tlie 
exigencies  of  the  service,  he  was  always  magnificently  mounted,  and,  despite  his  seventy 
years,  he  rode  with  all  the  grace,  ease  and-stability  of  an  A 1  horseman  in  the  prime  of  life 
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active  as  a  panther ;  in  fact,  he  was  as  spry  as  a  cat,  despite  the 
loss  of  an  arm.  Few  men  were  more  winning  in  their  address, 
although  he  seemed  somewhat  haughty  in  his  manners.  His 
conversation,  always  agreeable,  at  times  was  perfectly  brilliant. 
To  know  him  was  to  be  won  by  him.  His  very  vices  would  have 
been  virtues  in  cold  men.  All  he  did  wrong  came  from  a  mis- 
taken pense  of  the  highest,  or  rather,  perhaps,  the  most  sensitive 
honor.  On  horseback,  Kearny  was. in  his  element.  On  his 
famous  white,  or  flea-bitten  gray  (almost  white),  charger,  Mos- 
cow—  the  handsomest  horse,  perhaps,  the  writer  ever  saw  —  he 
looked  the  picture  of  a  cavalier,  and  was  a  modern  Alexander. 
In  battle  he  generally  rode  a  smaller,  but  extremely  active 
black,  on  which  he  was  killed,  and  sometimes,  on  parade,  a 
heavier  brown.  His  magnificent  bay  colt,  conspicuous  for  its 
beauty  and  action  even  in  an  engagement,  and  so  remarkable 
as  to  attract  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters  at  Williams- 
burg, was  killed  under  Kearny  at  Fair  Oaks. 

Even  after  he  lost  his  bridle-arm,  he  continued  to  be  the  same 
fearless  rider  as  before.  One-armed,  he  would  dash  through  the 
woods  or  leap  walls,  ditches  and  obstructions  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  astonish  the  boldest  riders,  who  had  the  use  of  all  their 
members ;  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  although  the  loss  of  his  arm 
did  not  interfere  with  his  movements  while  on  his  feet,  when 
visiting  the  writer  in  1853,  he  always  had  to  ^x  a  pillow  under 
his  left  shoulder  at  night  for  fear  of  suffocating  if  he  rolled  over 
on  his  left  side,  sincfe  from  its  shortness,  or  some  other  difficulty 
connected  with  his  stump,  he  could  not,  then,  turn  over  readily 
in  bed  without  assistance.  Such  was  his  reckless  riding  that 
he  had  several  fearful  falls,  with — not  from  —  horses,  since, 
having  but  one  arm,  he  could  not  save  himself  or  even  break 
his  fall.  Once,  in  Paris,  his  horse  fell  over  backward  upon  him 
and  he  struck  the  back  of  his  head  a  fearful  blow  on  the  pave- 
ment. Another  time  his  horse  tumbled  with  him  through  a  bridge, 
in  St  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  and  smashed  him  up  generally. 

He  could  swim  like  a  fish,  and  would  undress,  plunge  in, 
disport  amid  the  waves,  come  out  and  dress  himself  far  better 
and  quicker  than  most  active  and  adroit  men  with  a  whole  com- 
plement of  limbs. 
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In  disposition  General  Kearny  was  most  peculiar.  His  very 
bravery  was  of  a  peculiar  stamp.  General  Scott,  who  knew 
him  well,  and  had  ample  opportunities  for  judging,  said: 
"  PuiL.  Kearny  was  the  bravest  man  I  ever  knew,  and  the  most 
perfect  soldier."  At  Williamsburg  he  dashed  alone  into  the 
slashing  or  abatis,  which  the  rebels  had  cut  down  for  their  pro- 
tection, and  called  out  to  his  own  skirmishers,  concealed  among 
the  fallen  timber,  to  drive  the  enemy  —  using  an  epithet  toward 
these  by  no  means  complimentary  —  out  of  their  cover.  As 
soon  as  a  few  of  our  men  showed  themselves,  a  whole  rebel 
regiment  rose  on  the  fui*ther  edge  of  the  slashing  and  fired 
at  him  deliberately.  Notwithstanding  their  proximity  and 
numbers,  neither  himself,  his  clothes,  nor  his  horse  was 
touched.  . 

It  has  often  been  asked  whether  Kearny  cared  for  the  pri- 
vate.  Yesl  He  believed  with  Changarnier,  with  whom  he 
had  received  his  baptism  of  ^re  in  the  Atlas,  "  To  eat  well  and 
to  sleep  well  are  the  two  most  important  things  in  war."  Or, 
to  use  his  own  language,  to  a  subordinate  on  the  Peninsula^ 

"  Let  us  have  no  more  of  this  d d  nonsense  (referring  to 

some  useless  parade).  It's  well  enough  when  there's  nothing 
else  to  do ;  now  we  are  out  here  to  fight,  and,  when  we  can't 
fight,  let  your  men  sleep.  Feed  'em  well,  give  'em  plenty  of 
sleep,  and  they'll  fight  like  h — ^1!"  Even  in  camp  his  iron 
discipline  was  ever  subordinated  to  sanitary  considerations. 
Witness  his  Circular  (dated  3d  November,  1861)  to  comman- 
ders of  regiments,  directing  them  to  be  particular  and  see  that 
their  men  were  not}  kept  out,  standing  exposed,  on  the  damp 
ground,  to  the  rigor  of  the  season,  on  such  occasions  as  were, 
after  all,  mere  matters  form,  and  intended  not  for  war-time 
and  bivouacs,  bat  peace-times  and  sheltered  quarters.  After 
a  combat  he  was  sure  to  visit  and  inspect  the  hospitals  of  his 
command  to  see  that  the  wounded  were  properly,  nay,  thor- 
oughly, cared  for.  He  was  constantly  about  his  camps,  super- 
vising the  cooking  —  an  important  military  art,  much  neglected 
and  misunderstood  in  our  army -rand  cleanliness.  He  was 
only  careless  of  the  lives  and  blood  of  his  men  when  great 
objects  were  to  be  accomplished,  and  the  soldier's  safety  was 
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Bubordinate  to  the  importance  of  the  event,  which  depended  on 
the  expenditure  of  men. 

Few  who  read  this  would  believe  that  Esabnt  was  a  politic 
man ;  but  he  was  eminently  so.  This  was  doubtless  due  to  the 
canny  Scotch  element  in  him,  which  he  derived  from  his  purest 
of  pure  Saxon  blood,  for  in  no  country  is  there  to  be  found  the 
truer  Saxon  than  in  the  lowland  shires  of  Scotland.  In  fiict, 
strange  as  it  is,  there  is  an  immense  amount  of  astuteness  in 
the  most  royal  of  animals,  which  are  synonyms  for  courage 
and  ferocity,  even  as  there  was  in  the  boldest  of  all  prime  min- 
isters. Cardinal  Richelieu,  and  in  the  most  powerful  of  all  the 
famous  Spartan  Generals,  Ltsandeb  (died  B.  C.  395),  both  of 
whom  knew  how,  upon  occasion,  to  eke  out  the  lion's  skin  with  that 
of  the  fox.  And  we  find  in  the  old  Norse,  or  Berseker  (Vikin- 
ger),  the  "  world-ravager,"  and  in  his  descendant,  the  Norman, 
the  universal  conqueror  when  the  mcdiseval  was  merging  into 
the  modern,  an  adroit  policy  which,  in  a  less  courageous  blood, 
would  have  been  deemed  foreign  to  a  bold  nature. 

Two  anecdotes  will  demonstrate  how  utterly  devoid  of  fear 
Keabny  was,  and  even  as  he  rose  above  the  infirmities  of  the 
flesh,  he  deemed  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  man  to  tread  under 
foot  physical  debility,  when  the  need  of  the  hour  required  moral 
fortitude.  The  first  was  furnished  by  a  gallant  young  man. 
Colonel  R.  Tylden  Auchmuty,  the  descendant,  like  Eeabny, 
of  a  race  of  fine  soldiers,  one  of  whom  took  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  in  1800,  Montevideo  in  1807  and  Java  in  1811,  three 
resplendent  exploits  in  as  many  different  quarters  of  the  globe. 

'*  The  following  anecdote  illustrates  General  Keabny's  pecu- 
liar indifference  to  death,"  are  the  words  of  this  officer,  belong- 
ing to  the  staff  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps : 

**  About  noon,  during  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  while  the 
troops  were  lying  on  the  ground  for  concealment  and  for  pro^ 
tection  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  sharpshooters.  General 
Keabny  appeared  riding  slowly  along  our  lines,  mounted  on 
his  light-gray,  almost  white,  horse.  He  stopped  on  the  highest 
point  of  ground  in  front  of  the  house  used,  during  the  engage- 
ment, as  division-headquarters,  and  gazed  quietly  on  the  scene. 
At  length  he  saw  me  sitting,  with  the  other  officers  of  the  staff, 
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on  the  lawn,  and  calling  me,  he  remarked  that  all  was  quiet  on 
his  end  of  the  line,  and  he  had  come  to  Bee  how  things  were 
managed  in  the  Fifth  Corps.  He  then  proceeded  to  ask  some 
gossiping  questions  about  affairs  in  New  York,  oblivious,  to 
all  appearance,  that  he  had  become  a  target  for  the  rebel  sharp- 
shooters posted  in  the  trees  and  among  the  holly  bushes  on  our 
frpnt.  I  stood  perfectly  sheltered,  the  General's  horse  being 
between  me  and  the  enemy,  curious  to  see  how  long  he  would 
stand  the  fire  without  flinching.  He  chatted  on,  giving  no  sign, 
either  in  look  or  manner,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  danger, 
until,  remembering  that  a  valuable  life  was  in  peril,  I  remarked, 
presuming  on  an  old  acquaintance,  that,  were  I  a  superior  officer, 
I  should  order  him  back  to  his  command.  The  Qeneral  laughed 
and  rode  away,  not  taking  a  sheltered  road  in  the  rear,  running 
parallel  with  the  front,  but  as  he  cam^  along  iJte  crest  of  the 
hill,  between  the  line  of  battle  and  the  skinnish-line.  Such 
needless  exposure  would  have  been  regarded  in  most  men  as 
foolhardy;  but  no  thought  of  applause  or  reputation  probably 
for  a  moment  entered  General  Eearxy's  head.  He  seemed  to 
have  learned  one  of  the  great  lessons  of  life, 

*  To  dread 
The  grave  as  little  as  his  bed.'  " 

That  this  is  no  exaggerated  picture  is  attested  by  the  convic- 
tion of  his  soldiers,  and  those  who  served  with  him.  ''Be 
gorra,"  said  a  wounded  Irish  soldier  in  the  field-hospital,  "  we 
heard  a  great  many  Generals  and  officers  say  that  they  would 
rather  be  in  a  fight  than  ate  their  breakfast,  but  the  only  one 
that  I  ever  saw  at  his  ase  there,  was  that  one-armed  divil  of  a 
Phil.  Kearny  ;  but,  then,  faith,  he  seems  to  think  himself  made 
of  cast-iron,  and  from  the  way  he  gets  us  knocked  about,  be 
dad,  he  thinks  all  the  rest  of  us  are  of  the  same  matarial.'' 
And  yet,  with  all  this  appafent  neck-or-notiiing  way  of  "  seeking 
the  bubble  reputation  in  the  cannon's  mouth,''  there  was  an 
awful  deal  of  method  in  Phil.  Kearny's  madness. 

The  second  was  related  by  a  brave  staff  officer,  who  served 
throughout  the  war,  and,  in  1862,  fought  alongside  of.  Kearny 
and  in  sight  of  him,  in  Hooker's  division : 

68 
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'^  An  officer  rode  up  to  Ebabnt  just  before  Malvern  Hill  and 
asked  to  be  relieved  on  account  of  illness.  *  Sir,'  said  Ebabnt, 
this  is  no  time  for  well  men  to  get  sick;  these  are  the  times, 
for  sick  men  to  get  well,  sir.' " 

''  I  wish  I  had  seen  more  of  yoar  heroic  cousin  Ebabnt  in 
the  field,"  are  the  words  of  a  letter  written  by  Major-General 
A.  A.  HuMPHBETS,  U.  S.  A.,  himself  of  acknowledged  abili^, 
of  capacity  of  the  highest  grade,  and  for  intrepidity  among  the 
very  bravest  of  the  brave ;  **  I  only  met  him  occasionally,  and 
never,  to  my  regret,  saw  him  in  action,  wAere,  by  universal  tes* 
timony^  he  was  ma^nifieent,^^ 

A  brevet  general  officer,  C.  S.  W ,  who  held  a  high  artil- 
lery command  at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  and  won  great  com- 
mendation for  his  energy  and  bravery  in  that  engagement,  made 
a  very  striking  remark  in  regard  to  Ebabnt.  '*  There  were 
twenty  thousand  men,'^  said  he,  "  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
as  brave  as  Phil.  Ebabnt,  but  of  all  tjiat  twenty  thousand 
there  was  not  one  whose  bravery  shone  like  his  upon  the  battle- 
field, and  told  like  his  upon  the  men.  He  seemed  to  stoop  upon 
the  battle-field  like  an  eagle,  and  his  glances  to  kindle  a  kindred 
fire  in  the  faces  of  all  he  looked  upon,  and  all  who  looked  upon 
him."  He  became  at  once  the  cynosure  of  every  eye,  the 
"  electric  commander,"  and  his  confident  chivalric  bearing  dif- 
fused a  kindred  courage ;  and  then  his  voice,  heard  amid  the 
roar  of  battle,  was  like  the  note  of  the  Abysinian  war-trumpet, 
known  as  the  "  Cry  of  the  Eagle,"  whose  peculiar  and  exciting 
tone  will  rouse  the  native  warrior  into  vigorous  action  whenever 
and  wherever  it  is  heard.  Even  in  the  time  of  profound  peace 
let  its  shrill  and  startling  notes  be  blown,  and  the  wild  soldiery 
will  start  up  from  their  repose,  brandish  and  clash  their  weap- 
ons, each  limb  and  feature  quivering  and  kindled  at  the  sum- 
mons, instant  for  death  or  glory.  As  was  said  of  the  great 
Fbederic's  great  Setdlttz,  such  was  Eearnt's  "upright  and 
proud  carriage  on  horseback "  (particularly  alluded  to  by  hia 
disciple  Birnet),  "that  his  figure  alone,  without  the  spirit 
which  animated  it,  would  have  led  a  line  of  cavalry  against  an 
enemy." 

Then  again,  Ebabnt  knew  how  to  appeal  to  the  little,  peca- 
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liarities  of  the  soldier.  His  dress  was  taking,  and  he  wore  it 
jauntily.  Man,  horse,  seat,  uniform,  gesture,  tone,  all  —  all 
were  in  keeping.  He  liked  to  see  his  Staff  and  Orderlies  dash- 
ing, or,  as  he  expressed  it,  "elegant"  and  in  accordance  with 
his  own  natty  appearance.  By  the  way,  he  never  wore  heavy 
boots  coming  up  above  the  knees,  as  he  is  usually  represente(y 
but  laced  bootees,  which  were  more  manageable  with  his  one  arm. 
He  insisted  that  the  equipments,  in  fact,  every  thing  connected 
with  his  military  family,  should  always  be  kept  in  apple-pie 
order.  Boots  and  leather  had  to  be  well  blacked,  and  brass 
and  steel  shine  like  gold  and  silver.  Moreover,  his  experience 
in  foreign  war  enabled  him  to  pay  more  attention  to  his  crea^ 
ture  comforts  than,  our  other  generals,  either  of  old  or  new 
creation.  On  .the  Peninsula  his  fourgon  (provision  cart  or 
,  wagon)  was  always  up  in  place  in  time,  and  could  furnish  an 
appetizing  meal  when  improvident  or*unaccHmated  officers  were 
almost  starving.  His  was  almost  the  exceptional  case  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  although  some  of  our  generals  livtd  and 
learned,  towards  the  end,  how  to  do  it.  Nevertheless,  Eeabny 
never  allowed  his  peculiar  "  impedimenta  "  to  interfere  with  those 
of  the  army  proper.  He  had  the  knack  of  making  everything 
work  in  together  nicely  like  a  well  adjusted  piece  of  machinery. 
Thus,  in  Mexico,  he  kept  a  light  wagon  which  followed  his 
movements,  not  for  his  own  luxurious  ease,  but  for  occasion. 
On  the  march  its  seat  was  usually  filled  by  a  sick  or  wounded 
soldier,  with  whpm,  not  malingerers,  he  was  always  willing  to 
share  his  last  crust.  It  was  this  manly  or  generous  sympathy 
which  redeemed  his  iron-clad  severity  and,  together  with  his 
acknowledged  bravery,  made  him  the  most  popular  general  in 
the  army,  among  real  soldiers,  and  the  fact  that  all  old  soldiers 
claim  to  have  served  with  or  under  him  somewhere,  or  at  some 
time  or  another,  in  some  kind  of  a  way,  proves  the  truth  of  the 
opinion  on  which  the  writer  started  and  which  induced  the  pre- 
paration of  this  book,  that  Phil.  Eeabny' was  the  beau  ideal 
of  a  soldier.  He  had  a  Bugler-Boy  mounted  on  a  pony  of  appro- 
priate size.  Afler  Eearny^s  death.  Sickles  took  him.  At  the 
latter's  headquarters  a  purse  was  made  up  and  a  beautiful  uni- 
form purchased  for  Eeabny^s  little  Bugler.    He  was  Tad  Lin- 
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colk's  companion  when  the  President  reviewed  Hooksb's 
army.  On  that  occasion  Tad  rode  his  pony,  and  afterward 
took  its  ordinary  rider  back  witii  him  to  tlie  White  House. 
Subsequently  Sickles'  purveyor  sent  him  to  school  to  prepare 
him  for  West  Point;  but,  with  the  assassination  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  little  Bugler's  prospects, clouded,  and  he  disappeared 
in  the  general  gloom.* 

To  sum  up  Kearj^t's  military  character  —  for  in  that  phase 
of  the  man  alone  posterity  will  know  and  honor  him,  as,  indeed, 
any  of  the  great  generals  of  our  great  civil  war — he  was 
what  General  Scon  said  of  him,  a  '^  perfect  soldier."  He  had 
the  coolness  to  plan  and  the  energetic  ardor  to  execute,  the 
fortitude  to  suffer,  and  the  intrepidity  to  bear  until  the  moment 
arrived  to  pass  from  inaction  to  activity  as  prompt,  as  vigor- 
ous, as  well-timed  and  well-aimed  as  the  leap  of  the  tiger.  He 
comprehended  in  its  full  force,  the  motto  of  the  Algerian  army, 
with  which  his  fighting  career  begun,  "  to  fight  and  to  suffer." 
He  wa^  wonderful  for  his  conception  of  the  relative  value  of 
positions,  the  importance  of  reconnoitering,  his  knowledge  of 
topography  and  the  use  he  made  of  it.  He  filled  every  position 
to  which  he  was  assigned  equally  well,  and  of  him  might  be 
said,  as  Grant  is  reported  to  have  observed  of  Sheridan: 
"  Give  him  one  man,  and  with  him  he  will  do  all  that  can  be 
done  with  one  man  ;  reinforce  him  with  one  hundred  thousand, 
and  he  will  do  with  them  well,  all  that  such  a  force  is  capable  of 
accomplishing."  Fate  denied  him  a  great  command  and  a  grand 
theater,  but,  judging  from  his  past,  he  would  have  risen  with  re- 
sponsibility, with  duties  and  with  augmented  forces  and. powers. 

There  is  something  very  curious  in  regard  to  the  manner  of 
Kearnt's  death.  The  reader  will  remember  that  his  unhappy 
fall  at  Chan  till  y  had  nearly  occurred  to  him  in  the  glooming  of 
Glendale  and  on  the  night  before  Solferino.f    It  was  only  one 

-*  Bee  letter  from  Phil.  Ksabky's  Little  Bngler,  pp.  42&-*8. 

t  Kearnt's  ftiarlesB  zeal  more  than  onoe  so  involved  him  In  the  enemy^  llneB  that  he 
was  supposed  to  be  killed  or  wounded.  The  occasion  referred  to  in  the  following  notice 
msst  have  been  after  Glendale  or  Malvern.  Could  It  have  been  at  the  time  when  he  lost 
the  scabbard  of  his  sword  (referred  to  on  a  subsequent  page,  S0S-'4),  wht<^  he  Is  said 
te  have  regarded  as  ominous  T 

**  It  is  rumored  that  General  Kkabht  is  UUed.  Another  statement  says  be  la  wonnded 
and  a  prisoner.  It  is  hard  to  tell,  just  now,  the  true  state  of  oar  missing •  but  quite  a  num- 
ber reported  killed  and  wounded  have  since  tamed  npall  right."— JMnp  YorkJOerald, 
Monday,  July  7th,  1882,  page  1,  ooU  8. 
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more  of  thofle  fearless  personal  exposures  which,  tinder  different 
circumstances,  lost  him  his  arm,  but  won  him  immortal  renown, 
at  the  gates  of  Mexico  in  1847,  and  eanied  the  decoration  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor  on  the  Atlas  in  1840,*  or  on  the  plains  of  Lom- 

*  The  (bUowIbg  note  presents  to  the  reader  the  opening  paragrapha— all  tbatt  relates  to 
military  service,  proper— of  one  of  the  missing  Reports  of  General  (then  Lieutenant) 
Kkabny.  After  a  long  search,  founded  on  the  indications  of  Major-General  Gbobos  W. 
Cni.i.VH,  U,  8.  A.,  It  was  discovered  in  one  of  the  plgeoD*  boles  ot  the  United  States  Ord- 
nance Department  and  a  copy  fhrnished  through  the  kindness  of  one,  to  whom  the  writer 
owes  many  thanlcs  fbr  stmllar  courtesies,  HuOor-Oeneral  B.  D.  Towkbknb,  IT.'  8.  A. 
Unfortunately,  it  was  not  found  until  nearly  six  months  after  nearly  half  the  book  had 
been  stereotyped  and  some  time  after  the  stereotype  plates  had  been  actually  revised.  It 
U  presented  In  this  Summing-up  chapter,  as  a  Note,  because  It  Is  not  the  Military  Report 
or  Statement  —  so  often  sought  and  alluded  to  —  which  entered  into  the  details  of  all  that 
KxABKT  witnessed  while  serving  with  the  French  Troops  In  AfMca.  Major-General  Dix 
took  some  steps  to  obtain  inibrmation  for  the  writer  while  he  was  United  States  Minister 
to  France,  but  without  result.  Two  gentlemen,  abroad}  are  now  endeavoring  to  unravel 
Kearny's  participation  In  the  Algerian  and  Solferlno  campaigns ;  and  an  Agent  has  been 
employed  to  try  and  obtain  certain  works  which  are  supposed  to  treat  of  the  subject.  If 
any  new  ikcts  are  traced  out  they  will  be  embodied  In  a  second  edition  of  this  Biography: 

**  Aloikbs»  JiUy  Itt,  184a 
"  7b  ffononble  J.  B.  PozysSTTn  tkereUxry  of  TTor  .* 

"  Sib  —  I  have  the  honor  to  Inform  yon  that  I  am  Just  returned  firom  the  late  expedition 
to  MUianah  in  the  province  of  Algiert.  Africa,  with  the  French  Army,  nnder  the  orders  of 
Marshal  Vai^ux. 

"  As  I  previously  informed  yon,  in  a  letter  of  May  8th,  1840,  difficulties  presented  them- 
selves on  my  first  arrival  in  Afirica,  tcom.  the  want  of  a  proper  anthorisatlon  firom  the 
French  Government,  and  also  flrom  the  communication  with  the  army,  then  In  the  field, 
being  cut  off  by  the  number  of  Arabs  in  the  plain  of  the  Metidja.  This  prevented  my 
taking  part  with  the  flrH  expedition,  in  May,  under  the  command  of  the  Marshal  and 
with  which  the  Due  d'Oblbans  was  also  present,  as  Lieutenant-General  commanding  a 
Division.  My  time,  however,  was  Ailly  occupied  in  visiting  the  camps  and  advanced  sta- 
tions of  this  province,  and  in  accompanying  General  Bostolaxt  with  a  detachment  of 
1,500  men,  sent  to  Mansajah  in  charge  of  a  convoy.  The  23d  of  May  the  army  of  Marshal 
Valbb  re-entered  Algiers,  but  as  the  principal  objects  proposed  in  their  expedition,  the 
taking  of  MUanah  and  the  occapatlon  of  the  plain  of  Chelif^  bad  not  been  achieved,  flrom 
a  want  of  provtelonment  for  a  suflScient  time,  a  second  was  immediately  again  set  on  foot, 
which  opened  on  the  1st  of  June  with  an  army  of  12,000  men.  This,  through  the  interven- 
tion of  General  Schramm.  Chlef-of-Staffof  the  Army  of  Africa,  and  late  Minister  of  War, 
I  obtained  permission  to  Join,  and  was  attached,  accordingly,  to  a  Regiment  of  Cavalry, 
the  1st  Chasseurs  d*Afrlque.  The  conalderattons  which  first  urged  my  going  to  Africa 
promised  the  study  of  the  cavalry,  that,  by  personal  observation,  I  might  assure  myself 
of  the  manner  in  which  It  was  conducted  In  campaigns,  as  a  component  part  of  an  entire 
army;  the  tactics  It  generally  employed  In  Its  movements;  and  the  various  details  by 
which  a  regiment  regulated  its  system  of  Interior  police.  This  last  was  a  stody  partico- 
larly  Interesting  for  us.  since  our  cavalry  being  of  but  a  few  years*  formation,  however 
perfect  might  be  our  practice,  there  was  an  incertitude  flrom  the  short  period  of  our  expe- 
rience :  and.  If  other  Inducements  mingled  with  the  above,  it  was  the  expectation  in  a  war 
of  the  French  witli  the  Arabs,/>'ont  the  reaemblanee  that  m%ut  everczttt  bettveen  all  toart  xvUh 
uneivUlzed  nattonM,  of  /Indlnff  aomfihlng  in  the  aervlee  general^  that  might  be  of  viUUj/  to^in 
our  Indian  Wart.  Moreover,  from  the  view  in  which  I  have  looked  on-  the  selection  of 
young  offloers  for  the  mission  abroad,  I  have  ever  considered  that  their  Individual 
instruction  was  even  more  the  solicitude  of  government  than  the  actual  improve- 
ments they  might  introduce,  and  certainly  no  military  information  can  be  so 
generally  Instructive  as  that  derived  ttom  being  with  a  large  army  in  the  field,  where 
large  bodies  of  different  Corps  are  united  and  wielded  for  the  porposes  of  war,  and  where, 


502  BIOQBAPHY  OP  MAJOR-GENERAL  PHILIP  EEARNT. 

bardy  in  1859.  When  he  was  a  youth,  he  often  used  to  say, 
that  when  his  hour  should  come  he  wanted  to  die  alone ;  that 
he  wanted  to  get  away  in  the  woods  and  die  in  solitude.  And 
exactly  so  he  died.  Some  invidious  person  might  misinterpret 
this ;  but  in  Kxarnt  it  was  in  the  highest  expression  of  manli- 
ness. The  moment  of  death  is  almost  invariably  that  of  physi- 
cal weakness,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  be  seen  when  mind  could 
no  longer  control  matter.  The  idea  was  the  of&pring  of  a  feel- 
ing'akin  to  that  which  animated  Beorn,  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, ^^  Clothe  me  in  my  mail,  let  me  die  standing,  not  lying, 
as  a  cow  dies."  Or,  like  the  fever-stricken  Maurice  of  Saxony, 
at  Zara :  '*  Buckle  on  my  armor,  give  me  my  sword,  hold  me 
up ;  let  me  die  standing."  Men  are  not  permitted  so  to  die  in 
these  prosaic  days,  and  therefore  Kearny,  if  he  could  not  die 
in  battle,  willed  to  die  alone,  unwatched,  alone  with  his  own 
thoughts.    And  so  he  was  permitted  to  die. 

A  great  many  persons  have  been  curious  to  learn  something: 
in  regard  to  Esarnt'b  religious  opinions.  All  that  the  writer 
can  say,  in  reply,  is  to  repeat  the  General's  own  answer  to  a 
similar  question:  "Responsibilities,"  said  he,  *' increase  with 
the  development  of  our  knowledge.  As  for  myself,  I  can  answer 
with  the  veteran  Hugh  Brady,  my  knapsack  is  always  packed 
and  I  hold  myself  ever  ready  for  the  order  *  to  march.'  "*    Still, 

by  personal  observation,  one  learns  to  appreciate  and  nnderstand  those  namelen  and 
many  wants,  the  necessKies  of  troops  In  campaign,  which  with  aa  army  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  which,  though  not  mingling  Immediately  in  the  combat,  tell  ttie  moot 
In  the  general  operations  of  the  field,  and  yet  oan  never  be  learned  by  mere  theory  or 
study. 

"  That  the  utility  of  this  measure  of  sending  officers  Into  AfHca  Is  recognised  by  other 
governments.  Is  proved  by  the  number  of  foreign  oflloers  who  have  been  here  previooaly, 
and  that  there  are  sixteen  Belgian  and  two  Danish  ofHoen  present  at  this  moment  «  *  • 

**  Yoor  obedient  servant, 

*«  P.  KJBARmr.  Jnnlor« 
**  Lieutenant  IH  Sefftment  J>ragoon»t  U.  &  Army,** 

*  In  religious  matters  the  parallel  between  Kxabkt  and  Blttchkr  and  SsrmuTS  holds 
particularly  good;  Lawlky  remarks:  "In  relating  the  peculiarities  of  onr  hero,  we 
omitted  to  mention  one  of  them,  which,  contradictory  as  it  may  seem,  was  an  esteem  of 
pioty,  and  of  the  customs  of  the  Church ;  an  esteem  which  he  maintained  through  the 
wil<^  years  of  his  youth,  and  the  stormy  time  of  his  manhood.  Though  his  own  passions 
were  never  mastered  by  these  Influences,  and  he  may  never  have  had  recourse  to  religion 
for  that  purpose,  yet  he  nourished  a  devoted  adoration  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  dnrtng 
the  Seven  Years'  War  Invariably  caused  his  horsemen  to  be  encouraged  to  peBseveraiiee 
and  valor,  before  every  engagement,  by  the  field-preacher,  who^was  also  commanded  to 
administer  spiritual  consolation  and  the  holy  communion  to  the  wounded  and  dying. 

*'  He  was  once  during  the  war  riding  near  the  King  i.Fbbdkric  thk  Grsat),  wli«i  a 
regiment  of  dragoons  came  forward  singing  a  hymn  aa  they  marched.   *  They  appear  to 
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whatever  may  have  been  Eearky's  earlier  expressions  of  opin- 
ion as  to  his  and  the  future,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  his 
feelings  had  undergone  a  great  change  during  the  few  months 
—  some  say  weeks  —  of  active  service  which  preceded  his  de|ith. 
Chaplain  Marks,  who,  upon  the  Peninsula,  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  dreamed  that  he  was  a  *'  soldier  of  destiny,"  found 
him  in  a  far  different  state  of  mind  on  the  fatal  day  of  Chan- 
tilly.  Then,  for  the  first  time  in  their  intercourse,  he  spoke  on 
the  subject  of  religion.  It  has  always  been  the  writer's  opinion 
that  Eearny  at  this  time  was  what  the  Scotch  term  /ey,  that 
is,  like  many  other  brave  men  before  him,  he  had  the  presenti- 
ment of  approaching  death  upon  him.  This  idea  has  been 
gathered  from  remarks  of  relatives,  one  a  distinguished  physician, 
since  dead.  The  loss  of  the  scabbard  of  his  sword,  which  he  had 
caused  to  be  prepared  for  him  in  Paris,  before  he  sailed  for 
America,  impressed  him  as  an  omen,  foreboding  evil.  The 
weight  of  metal  in  this  sword  had  been  distributed  in  such  a 
way  that  it  balanced  in  the  hand,  so  that  he  could  manage  both 
weapons  and  reins  with  one  arm.  When  the  scabbard  was  lost, 
or  shot  away  from  his  side,  he  is  reported  to  have  remarked  (or 
rather  so  ran  the  story),  that  if  it  had  been  picked  up  and  car- 
ried into  Richmond  as  a  trophy  he  would  follow  it  thither,  as  a 
prisoner;  if  lost  and  left  upon  the  battle-field,  his  body,  in  like 
manner,  would  be  found  among  the  dead.    If  this  be  true,  the 

m^  u>  be  poltroons  of  hocsemen  who  sing  then,'  Mid  the  Ktog ;  bat  Sxysutz,  alth&ugh 
not  In  the  habit  of  slnglnc,  defeiided  the  men,  and  remarked  that  General  yob  Zibtsn 
was  aconstomed  to  sing ;  iqwn  which  the  King  remained  silent. 

**  With  the  field-preaoher  of  his  regiment,  who  lived  as  pastor  in  Ohlao  until  the  year 
1791,  Skydlitx  was  on  Ariendly  terms,  and  honored  him  publicly  on  every  occasion.  Kor 
would  he  permit  the  yomiger  offloers  to  speak  lightly  or  Jocosely  against  religion  and  Its 
ministers,  although  he  otherwise  oared  but  IttUe  about  this  fUth  or  practice." 

BissKX,  Bi»0CHKB*s  body«sargeon,  declared  that  **  the  Prince  (Bluchsb)  was  very 
religions,'*  andScHsan  oorroborates  this.  It  was  a  wild  kind  of  religion,  but  flur  more 
honest  than  the  majority  of  the  cultivated  formalisms,  more  highly  esteemed  among  men. 

KVABinr,  again,  was  very  much  like  Bluchxb  in  that  both  men  were  exceedingly 
wblmsteal  and  given  to  presentiments.  Bluchkb  never  believed  that  he  would  be  killed 
or  mortally  wounded,  and  Krarny  held  the  same  Idea ;  certainly  down  to  the  period  of 
the  PovB  campaign.  One  of  Kkabsty's  forecastings  came  true  In  a  most  extraordinary 
manner.  When  he  went  to  Mexico,  he  said  he  was  certain  he  would  escape  with  his  life 
bat  lose  hts  left  arm.  This  was  the  case.  "The  bravest  of  men  are  often  subject  to  these 
Tagaries.  Thus  Stxsdmak  (whom  our  great  Gkobox  H.  Thomas  decIar<Hl  the  best  vol- 
nnteer  general  he  had  met),  before  the  Battle  of  Chlckamauga,  became  impressed  that  he 
was  going  to  lose  bis  right  leg  In  that  battle.  Ohakks,  285-'6.)  Even  when  his  horse  was 
•hot  under  him  and  he  esci4>ed,  he  did  oot  get  over  the  A»ellng.  Having  mounted  apoUier 
a  bullet  out  his  r^rftt^ttrmp-leather,  without  iujurlng  that  leg.  Then  he  considered  the 
risk  had  oeenrred,  and  Fate  had  been  satisfied. 
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idea  must  have  originated  in  one  of  those  inexplicable  fits' of 
depression  of  spirits  which,  at  times,  come  over  the  bravest 
of  men  of  strong  nervous  temperament.  Ksabny  was  peoa- 
\i(\Tiy  so.  He  slept  badly.  His  cousin  and  Aid  said  that  the 
General  often  called  him  up  at  night  to  make  coffee  for  him 
and  amuse  him  with  his  conversation.  Sometimes  Keabnt 
would  listen  for  hours  in  silence,  and  then  again,  at  other  times, 
h^  would  chat  away  gaily  of  balls  and  parties^  and  the  thou- 
sand trifling  incidents  of  fashionable  life  in  New  York ;  par- 
ticularly of  fair  and  agreeable  women  whom  he  had  met,  and 
gay  scenes  in  which  both  had  participated.  Even  if  the  morn- 
ing found  hitn  still  awake,  he  was  on  the  alert  and  in  the'saddle 
as  usual,  for  personal  suffering  with  him  was  no  excuse  for  neg- 
lect of  duty.  His  iron  constitution  could  stand  the  strain. 
Often  sick,  often  depressed  in  spirits,  there  was  a  spring  of 
recuperative  force  in  him  which  enabled  him  to  cry  and  fee) 
with  the  brave  Plantagenkt,  who  fell  at  Bosworth,  "  Richard'B 
himself  again !"  Like  the  bent  bow,  he  straightened  himself  out 
as  soon  as  the  constricting  cord  was  loosed. 

During  the  Seven  Days'  Fight  Keabnt  seemed  to  be  imbued 
with  the  idea  that  he  and  his  division,  in  consequence  of  their 
fighting  properties,  their  intrepid  alacrity,  their  rugged  endur- 
ance, would  be  sacrificed  to  make  up  for  the  shortcomings  of 
others.  On  one  occasion,  during  the  retreat  to  the  James,  after 
a  h&rd  fight  and  harder  march,  he  had  returned  to  his  quarters^ 
ordered  a  repast  and  a  bath,  and  was  prepared  to  take  the  lat- 
ter, when  a  pressing  or  peremptory  order  was  delivered,  com- 
manding him  to  return  to  the  front,  as  regarded  the  fighting, 
or  rather,  rear,  for  he  was  protecting  the  retrograde.  Without 
hesitation,  he  left  the  inviting  bath  and  needed  food  unenjoyed 
and  untasted,  but  as  he  swung  himself  into  the  saddle  ho 
exclaimed,  in  bitterness  of  spirit,  "  My  poor,  decimated  divi- 
sion !  my  poor,  decimated  division  !  " 

The  death  of  his  idolized  and  beautiful  boy,  to  whose  death- 
bed he  was  recalled  from  the  front,  in  the  precedinff  spring, 

cast  a  deep  gloom  over  this  otherwise  iron-man.*    His  cousin, 

—     ■  ■  ..  ■  .  ,  „    ^^ — — —  ,   ■        .     — . — 

*  It  was  observed  hy  one  or  another  of  a  small  circle  terribly  abridged,  since  the  General 
himself  flell,  by  death  and  sickness,  that  It  sometimes  appeared  as  trpHrL.  did  not  sreatly 
care  to  live  after  the  death  of  lovely  little  **  Archzx."  in  some  respects,  the  world  wat 
"  leer  "  to  KvARmr  as  It  seemed  to  Thkkla  after  her  Max  Picoozx>iaKi  plunged  he«dh 
long  on  the  embattled  pikes,  and,  like  a  hero,  died  upon  their  points. 
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Dr.'  Robert  Watts,  since  deceased,  the  attending  physician, 
says  that  when  he  arrived  from  the  army  and  rushed  up  stairs, 
his  affliction  and  the  nervousness  consequent  upon  it  had  taken 
such  possession  of  him  that  he  acted  like  a  crazy  man.  Ho 
seized  the  Doctor,  with  that  powerful  single  right-arm  of  his, 
and  actually  shook  him  in  the  violence  of  his  emotion.  "  You 
must  save  him,"  he  cried ;  "  you  will  save  him  ? "  he  added, 
with  despairing  entreaty.  Then,  sternly,  as  if  the  issues  of 
life  and 'death  were  as  much  in  his  hands  as  the  movements  of 
his  division,  "  You  shall  save  him !  "  When  the  fatal  bolt  fell, 
and  his  noble  child-boy  Archibald  —  for  he  was  a  grand  speci- 
men of  childish  beauty  and  strength  —  died,  Kearny  was 
broken-hearted.  Then  the  iron-man,  the  man  whom  the  outer 
world  judged  unsusceptible  of  tender  feelings,  testified  what  a 
mine  of  gentle  sympathy  lay  hidden  beneath  the  rugged  exte- 
rior of  the  stern  soldier.  He  crushed  down  the  grief  which 
was  rending  his  own  soul.  He  vailed  it  from  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  and  the  lion-heart  grew  tender  at  the  thought  of  the 
bereaved  mother,         ♦  •  •         at  home,  without  any 

distraction  for  her  sorrow,  while  duty,  vigilance  and  activity 
gave  him,  from  time  to  time,  partial  oblivion  of  the  great  loss 
which  rushed  in  upon  his  unoccupied  moments. 

Kearny  was  a  Bayard  in  geneVosity,  in  generous  sentiments, 
in  patriotic  devotion,  in  his  comprehension  of  the  requisites  of 
command  and  of  soldierly  duty.  On  how  many  occasions,  in 
his  short  career  of  generalship,  ^id  it  occur  that  to  him  fell  the 
hard  task  of  retrieving  what  others  had  lost  or  jeopardized. 
When  an  incapable  Bonnivet  had  been  compelled  to  place  the 
fate  of  his  army  in  the  hands  of  Bayard,  that  worthy  example 
for  all  time  exclaimed :  "  It  is  very  late,  this  confidence,  but  it 
matters  not ;  my  soul  belongs  to  God,  my  life  to  my  country. 
I  promise  to  (do  all  I  can  to)  save  the  army  at  the  expense  of 
my  remaining  days."  Was  not  this  exactly  the  case  with 
KxARKY  ?  •  Did  he  not  express  in  language  and  action  all  that 
Bayard  set  forth  in  his  words  and  deeds  ?  ^^Dulce  et  decorum 
est  pro  patria  mori^'*  Kearny  wrote  home  to  his  friends,  and 
he  soon  after  proved  how  grand  and  glorious  it  was  thus  to  die 

64 
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for  the  Fatherlaad.  like  Quintus  Cubtiub,  he  solved  the  haros- 
picial  riddle,  and  leaped  full-armed  into  the  gulf  to  $ave  the 
State,  sm  example,  if  equalled,  not  surpassed  throughout  the 
war.  Let  those  who  search  through  ancient  and  foreign  his- 
tory for  examples  of  patriotic  self-^aorifice,  learn  that  oar  own 
annals  present  as  notable  ipstanoes  as  any  in  the  past  or  present 
in  other  lands.  No  Abnold  of  Winkelreid  was  a  truer  patriot ; 
no  Batabd  a  more  fearless  knight ;  no  Lxonidas  a  more  devo- 
ted leader;  no  Hofjbs  a  wanner  lover  of  his  country,  than  that 
one-armed  New  Yorker,  who  sleeps  under  the  shadow  of  old 
Trinity's  trees,  near  the  original  monument  of  one  inspired 
with  kindred  ideas,  Lawsencs,  famous  forever  for  his  dying 
exhortation,  ''  Don't  give  up  the  ship."  Not  even  his  warm- 
est eulogist  would  say  PaiLi  Kbasnt  had  no  equals;  but 
they  could  justly  say  he  had  no  superior  in  our  army  as  a 
soldier. 

Migor  KsABKT,  as  a  youth,  had  a  rather  feminine  face,  as  has 
been  the  case  with  a  great  many  distinguished  ciq>tain8 ;  for 
instance,  Sir  Chabi^bs  Napibb,  the  conqueror  of  Scinde;  Homr- 
BOSB,  the  flower  of  loyalty ;  Ci«avbbbou8B,  the  light  of  dbivalry, 
and  Bayabd,  the  knight  without  fear  or  reproach.  With  years^ 
his  traits  seemed  attempei*ed  into  steel  through  the  heat  of  bat* 
tie  and  the  cold  of  resolution  and  fortitude.  Pre-eminently  a 
cavalry  leader,  he  grew  to  prefer  a.  combined  command  to  that  of 
a  grand  division  of  troopers,  but  he  carried  into  his  new  sphere, 
all  the  fire  and  decision  peculiar  to  his  original  training  and 
experience.  In  this,  indeed,  he  jesembled  Bluchbb,  more  than 
any  man  in  this  war,  that  grandT  exemphir  of  old  Berseker 
ardor,  just  as  our  Fabbagut  is  a  perfect  antitype  of  the 
medisaval  Yikinger  resolution.  An  attack  of  varioloid,  as. 
severe  in  its  effects  as  the  more  fearful  disease  of  which  it  is 
generally  considered  a  milder  phase,  nuirked  Kbabkt  deeply. 
Thencefoi*ward  he  could  not  be  considered  handsome,  but,  like 
MiBABEAu,  when  he  spoke,  and  like  OBOirwBLL,  when  he  acted, 
there  was  a  manly  grandeur,  something  leonine,  which  rendered 
the  expression  of  his  face  heroic.  The  fire  of  battle  lit  up  his 
eye,  and  the  *'  cannon  fever,"  as  Gobthb  expressed  it,  in  the 
description  of  his  own  feelings  at  Valmy,  flushed  his  cheeks. 
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making  bis  whole  face  radiant,  so  that,  amid  the  conflict, 
Keabky  appeared  like  a  spirit  in  its  element. 

His  taste  in  pictures,  in  stataary,  in  every  thing  pertaining  to 
the  fine  arts,  was  remarkable,  and  showed  itself  in  the  collec- 
tion with  which  he  adorned  his  mansion  at  Belle  Grove,  and 
the  patronage  he  gave  to  artasts. 

"  A  lady,  who  knew  Oeneral  E^eabkt  intimately  when  he  was 
a  yoang  man,  remarked,  while  this  chapter  was  in  the  printer's 
hands :  ^^  Well  do  I  remember  that  his  taste  in  pictures  was 
even  then  remarkable.  There  was  not  a  painting  of  note  in  his 
native  city,  or  which  was  brought  to  it,  that  he  did  not  know 
all  about  its  history  and  its  merits.'*  He  was  also  very  curious 
on  statuary  and  every  kind  of  carved  work.  He  may  be  said 
to  have  had  a  positive  passion  for  every  thing  connected  with 
art.  This  he  derived  in  a  measure  from  an  intimate  friend 
(0 D  L n)  who  died  early,  but  a  great  deal  was  natural. 

This  fondness  for  the  beautiful  extended  throughout  every 
branch,  and  manifested  itself  after  he  inherited  his  fortune  in 
his  choice  of  exquisite  saddle  and  driving  horses,  harness, 
equipages  and  every  thing  connected  with  a  gentleman's 
establishment. 

He  wrote  fluently  and  clearly,  often  as  brilliantly  as  he  talked. 
Some  of  his  letters  are  perfect  specimens  of  style  and  difierent 
styles.  Gathered  and  edited  with  judgment,  his  correspondence, 
in  itself,  would  furnish  a  portrait  of  the  man,  of  his  character, 
of  his  life,  just  as  Mighelet  produced  the  best  biography  of 
LuTHEB,  simply  by  culling  and  arranging  his  letters  on  different 
subjects  —  arranging  them  systematically  and  chronologically 
with  tact  and  sympathetic  feeling.  His  letters  dcmonsUtite 
that  Kbarnt  had  in  him  not  only  the  powers  of  a  great  Gen* 
eral,  but  all  that  instinctive  comprehension  of  men  and  things 
which  go  so  far  to  produce  a  statesman,  far  abler  and  more 
fitted  to  grapple  with  the  astute  diplomacy  of  the  old  world, 
than  the  great  majority  of  those  who  have  directed  and  con- 
trolled the  affairs  of  this,  our  country. 

In  a  differently  constituted  man,  Kkabkt's  errors  or  faults 
would  have  been  virtues.    In  this  he  was  a  perfect  Celt,*  and 

*  After  the  Mexican  war.  Kkarnt^s  opfnlon  of  the  diff!er(>nt  natfonalltles  which  filled 
our  rankB  waa  very  much  that  of  Captain  Dugald  Dalgxttt  :  "  The  Irish  are  pretty  fel- 
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age.*  "  France  little  knows,''  said  the  Constable  db  Bovsbok, 
the  General  of  the  enemj,  when  Batard's  death  was  announced 
to  him,  ^^  how  great  is  the  loss  she  sustains  Uv4ay."  Lbs,  an 
arch-rebel,  like  BouRBOir,  like  him  leading  an  army  against  hia 
own  country,  to  which  he  owed  his  military  education  and  his 
^  elevation,  acted  as  if  he  felt  this,  if  he  did  not  say  it  Bay- 
ard's body,  like  Kbabnt's  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  foe,  and 
by  them  was  delivered  up  with  all  honor  to  his  own  army. 
Both  were  embalmed,  and  their  bodies  were  treated  with  the 
utmost  respect  that  could  possibly  be  paid  to  mortal  remains 
in  every  locality  through  which  they  passed  on  their  way  to 
rest  with  their  fathera  No  monument  marks  the  tomb  of 
either,!  nor  is  any  needed.     Their  proudest  monument  is  the 

their  similarities  were  those  of  Dbsatx.  In  youth,  as  has  been  said,  all  three  were  rather 
efllBmUiate  in  appearance,  bat  tbe  deoeptf  re  ea^rnals  concealed  aaoal  of  Ire.  a  will  of  iron, 
magnanimity,  detestation  of  flattery,  horror  of  humbug,  perfect  calmness  under  the  most 
perllons  circumstances,  ardent  valor  in  the  onset,  indomitable  fbrtltude  in  defense,  ojcact 
obedience  in  inferior  positions  and  the  grandest  capacity  ibr  superior  command.  **  I  have 
but  one  master  above,"  said  Bayard,  "  and  he  is  God  in  Heaven;  I  have  bnt  one  master 
on  earth  and  he  is  the  King  of  France; "  which,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  day,  signiflod 
France,  that  is,  his  country.  Lilce  Ba  yabd  and  Dbsaxx,  Ksabkt  was  ever  falthftal  to  duty 
and,  lilce  Bayaro,  exemplified  the  latter's  proverb  In  regard  to  money,  that  "  what  the 
guautlet  wins  the  gorget  spends  or  squanders."  eapedally  where  comrades,  necemltooa,sittlc 
or  wounded  soldiers  were  concerned.  All  three  of  these  great  captaim  were  capable  of 
extricating  themselves  from  almost  any  danger  controllable  or  resistible  by  head-work  or 
hand-work,  yet  all  three  perished  by  the  shot  of  a  miserable  flriqoenelle  or  musket,  which 
Bayard  held  in  especial  disgust,  as  something  unworthy  of  heroic  war.  —  "  JR^ofre  ds 
PncBRE  D(7  TsRRAiL,  dU  Lx  CnKVALiKA  Bayabd,  Sofu  UntT  sf  Mou  S^pTOdte,  par  9C. 

SUQARD  DK  BBBVILI.B." 

*  The  plate  on  his  coffln  set  forth  47  years,  2  months  and  30  days. 

t  Since  this  was  written  the  writer  has  learned  that  a  monument  has  been  erected  to 
Bayabd  at  Qrenoble,  but  none  marks  his  birth  or  burial  place.  The  same  will  be  exactly 
the  case  with  Kxabny.  New  Jersey  seems  anxious  to  do  him  every  honor,  whereas  New 
York  has  not  taken  a  single  step  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  a  man  who  did  more  as  a 
marvellous  soldier  and  military  genius  to  honor  his  native  State  and  dty  than  any  one  to 
whom,  as  yet,  either  State  or  dty  have  ever  set  up  a-faemoif al  or  raised  a  moDament. 
The  fbllowing  ehows  Ul«  intentlott  of  New  Jersey ;  time  can  pqrove  if  tta^  wlU  adVMBoe 
beyond  mere  joint  resolutions  en  p«per  like  those  in  the  ease  of  other  worthies : 

NVMBKB  OKB.  —  Joint  Besolutlon  relative  to  appropriation  Ite  proooriug  statues  of 
Btocktok  and  Kbabmy. 

WhertoM^  By  concarrent  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  General  (Iwewhly  of  the  Stats  of 
New  Jersey,  unantmoosly  passed  on  the  thirtlsth  day  of  Janaary,  one  thoosaoA  el^t 
hundred  and  sixty-eight,  Richard  Stockton,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Dedaralfon  of* 
Independence  and  MaJor^leneral  PHiiiiP  Kxabity,  late  o/ the  United  States  Volunteer 
Army  were  designated  as  the  illustrious  Jerseymen  eminently  worthy  of  national  oom- 
tnemoratlon,  whose  statues  in  bronae  or  marble  shall  occupy  the  places  reserved  Ibr  lilew 
Jersey  in  the  national'  statuary  hall  in  Washington. 

1.  Be  it  retoloMl.  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  Thai 
the  treasurer  of  the  State  be  authorised  and  directed  to  pay,  under  the  directSon  of  the 
committee  hereinafter  selected,  or  a  minority  of  them,  the  sum  of  tttsa  thousand  dollars 
(|i0,00O),  or  BO  much  thereof  as  may  be  rsqalrsd  to  procave  tha  statues  above  indtoateJ, 
the  dviUsn  martde,  t^e  soldier  broi 
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place  tbey  occupy  in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen.  Both 
will  live  in  the  affections  of  the  American  people  as  long  as 
they  have  a  flag  and  a  country. 

Like  the  Suabian,  or  German  hero^  the  In&ntry  General  of 
the  first  half  of  the  sixteenth  century,  Fbbukdsberg,  or 
Gboboe  of  Fronsperger — the  "Alp-passer" — most  famous, 
perhaps,  for  his  exhortation  to  Luther*  —  and  many  other 
eminent  soldiers,  among  these  Ohabx^es  XII,  of  Sweden,  Bat- 
ARD  had  a  great  detestation  of  fire-arms,  as  if,  according  to  one 
of  his  biographers,  he  felt  a  pi-esentiment  he  was  to  owe  his 
death  as  he  did,  to  a  bullet :  one  cut  his  back-bone  in  two.  It 
was  a  shame,  he  said,  that  a  brave  man  should  be  exposed  to 
die  by  a  miserable  pop-gun  (^^JHqueneUe^^),  against  the  effect  of 
which  he  cannot  defend  himself.f  When  bullets  came  in,  the 
number  of  victims  to  cowardly  snap-shots,  or  deliberate,  mur^ 
derons  sharpshooting  only  augmented,  and  leaders  experienced 
the   same  fate  which  had  previously  been   distributed  more 

2.  And  be  It  resolvnt,  That  a  Jottit  committee  of  three  fh>m  the  Senate  and  five  ttom  the 
Honae  of  Anembly  (to  be  appointed  by  the  preeldlng  officer  of  each  hoose),  and  of  which 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  shall  be  one,  be  appointed  to  carry 
out  the  ohJect  above  contemplated. 

3.  And  be  It  retolved,  That  the  committee  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  make  report  in 
writing  of  their  proceedings  in  the  premises  at  the  meeting  of  the  next  Legislature. 

Approved  April  l8Ch,  1868. 

NCMBKR  Six.— Joint  Resolution,  directing  the  payment  of  throo  linndred  dollars  for 
the  portrait  of  the  late  Hafor-Oeneral  Philip  Rkabmy. 

L  Be  it  rem>lved^  by  the  Senate  and  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That 
the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  directed  to  pay  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Ciomptroller,  to 
WiLLTAU  J.  RoBKRTs,  three  hundred  dollars,  in  payment  for  his  portrait  of  the  late 
MsOor-General  Philip  Kkabkt,  which  has  been  purchased  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  placed  in  the  Assembly  Chamber. 

Approved  April  3, 186SB. 

*  Little  monk  I  little  monk  I "  said  he,  patting  Ldthhb  on  the  shoulder  as  he^was  aibout 
to  appear  before  the  Diet  at  Worms,  "  thou  goest  now  upon  the  wi^  to  make  sndh  a  stand 
as  neither  I  and  many  other  colonels  (veteran  oommAnders)  have  not  made,  even  in  onr 
most  desperate  dispositions  for  battles." 

t  A  bullet.  It  is  true,  was  a  Very  mean  way  of  finishing  a  hero :  nevertheless,  a  tile  or 
stone,  out  of  a  sling,  or  an  arrow,  or  a  Javelin,  or  a  croes-bow  bolt,  was  only  another 
primitive  form  of  the  same  kind  of  missile;  and  yet,  so  died  Achillas,  AnmiLKCH, 

(}OLIATH,   PYBBHI78,   ElPAKIWOlfDAS,  RlCHABB   the    lIOB-hearted,   BOUBBblT,  MONTMO- 

BBVCi,  VwuBOK,  BooB,  and  a  thousand  other  deml-gods  of  sacred  and  profhne,  ancient  and 
medittval  story.   This  remark  of  Batabd  recalls  that  of  the  Fop,  in  Shakbpcabx  (L 
HxBTBT  IV,  1,  S),  whitifaV)  exdted  Pbrcy*8  indignation,  when  he  declared 
**  That  it  was  a  great  pity,  so  it  was. 

That  vfllainons  saltpeter  should  be  dlgg'd 

Out  of  the  bowels  of  the  harmless  earth, 

Which  many  a  good,  tall  i^llow  had  destroyd 

tSo  cowardly;  and,  but  for  these  vile  guns, 

He  wonld  himself  have  been  a  soldier." 
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liberally  among  the  led.  Now-a-days  —  when  ballets  are 
whistling  and  screaming  by,  unseen,  in  myriads  —  it  takes  a 
much  bolder  man  "  to  adventure "  in  the  forefront  of  battle, 
and  perform  deeds  of  "  high  emprise,"  like  Kearny  did,  than 
of  old  when  arrows  could  be  stopped  by  leather  shield  or 
steel  harbergeon,  or  when  javelin  could  be  turned  aside  by  jack 
or  dodged  or  cleft  in  twain  by  a  battle-ax  or  falchion. 

If  valor  could  have  availed  against  a  Minie-ball,  Kearny 
would  have  been  invulnerable.  His  reputation  as  '^  the  bravest 
of  the  brave  "  is  inexpugnable.  The  motto  on  the  memorial  of 
Seydlitz,  in  the  Church  at  Ohlau,  Kearny's  patriotic  ardor 
made  his  own  — 

"  ®nxteitIU|)iuit  {jst  Mxt  SSi^entfittm." 

"  IMMOBTAUTT  10  THY  PBKBOGATITX." 

No  death  on  the  battle-field  inspired  more  real  poetry  than 
Kearny's.    Truly  was  it  sung : 

Ab  man  may,  he  fooght  his  fight, 

Proved  hUs  troth  by  his  endoaror ; 
Xiet  him  Qleep  in  solemn  night* 

Sleep  forever  and  forever. 
Lay  him  low  I 

Low,  indeed,  the  head  to  plan  and  hand  to  execute,  but  high 
the  memory  of  his  deeds,  glorious  the  light  of  his  example  — 
high  as  the  highest  as  a  soldier,  bright  as  the  brightest  as  a 
patriotic  man. 

"  Hash,  the  Dead  March  wails  in  the  people's  ears; 
The  dark  crowd  moves,  and  there  are  sobs  and  team; 
The  black  earth  yawns,  the  mortal  dlsappeais." 

"  But  speak  no  more  of  his  renown, 
Lay  your  earthly  fttncles  down. 
And  in  the  vast  cathedral  leave  him, 

Ck>D  ACCKFT  HZX,  CHRIST  BBCXTVK  HIK." 
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